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NoTicB  TO  Blair  McClbhachan,  &c.,  1779, 

Sir, 

A  Committe  of  Ooanoil  appointed  to  enqalre  into  the  sale  of  tbe 
Ship  General  Green,  will,  for  this  purpose,  meet  at  the  Librarj 
room  in  the  state  house,  to  morrow)  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon— 
at  which  time  and  place  joa  are  requested  to  attend. 

Wednesday,  Not*  3, 1779.* 

B.  MeOlenaehan,  Mat  Irwioe,  €korge  Henry,  Gapt*  Montgomery. 


.  S£C*Y  Matlack  to  Pukchasebs  of  Floub,  1779. 

,   PMlad-,  Not'.  3-,  1779. 

Gentlemen : 

Tour  letter  of  the  27th  of  October  has  been  read  in  council,  and 
I  am  directed  to  inform  you  in  answer  to  it,  that  the  late  House  of 
Assembly  having  considered  the  subject  were  of  opinion  that  the  salt 
ought  not  to  be  delivered  until  the  flour  should  be  brought  to  the 
city,  which  opinion  corresponds  with  the  Sentiments  of  the  Counoil, 
both  these  bodies  being  apprehensive  of  any  disappointment  on  any 
other  plan. 

lam  with  great  respect. 

Your  BKMit  obed^,  hamble  ServS 

T.  M.  Sec'y. 

.    To  Jaeob  Weaver,  Jacob  Morgan,  Jacob  Bishop  &  Midi^  Tendeo- 
smith  Commissioners  for  purchasing  flour  in  Books  Co. 

*  See  OoU  Beo.,  YoL  XXL,  page  166. 
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The  Commissioners  fob  Salt^  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Commissioners  for  Salt  had  last  eyeoiDg  under  oonfdderation 
the  grievoos  complaints  they  daily  meet  with  from  the  Owners  of 
the  Salt,  in  oar  Possession. — They  remonstrated  against  as  severely 
that  they  haye  been  compelled  to  give  up  their  Salt,  and  can  get  no 
money  for  it 

We  are  somewhat  affraid  a  stop  may  happen  to  be  put  to  the  ne- 
cessary sapplies  of  Salt  for  want  of  money,  at  least  it  will  render  a 
performance  of  Duty  ezceediag  dissagreeable. 

Wherefore  we  intreat  year  ExcelleDcy  will  please  put  us  in  the 
way  of  procuring  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  (formerly  ask'd  for) 
that  we  may  be  enabled  to  answer  demands  on  us  for  the  salt  al- 
ready procured,  which  would  be  considerable  encouragement  to  do 
our  duty  with  alacrity  and  satisfaction. 
I  am  Sir, 
'  Your  most  Obed*  ham*»»  ServV 

ROB*AlTKEN,Secr'y. 

For  Commissoners. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  Council. 
Philad*,  6  Nov.,  1779. 


Petition  of  Elizabeth  FBRausoN  to  Council  1779. 

To  the  Hon^^  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsjlvania. 

The  humble  Remonstrance  of  Eliz*^  Ferguson,  of  the  Township  of 
Horsham  Phila',  County  gentlewoman. 

Whereas  your  Petitioner  has  in  two  Petitions  to  the  hon^**  House 
of  Assembly,  set  forth  many  reasons  Vhioh  appeared  to  her  to  be 
good  &  cogent  why  ber  Estate  should  not  be  exposed  to  sale,  in  con- 
sequence of  her  Husbands  Right  by  marriage  in  the  Premises ;  and 
said  Petitions  are  not  rejected  by  the  Hon'>*  House,  and  the  matter 
still  remains  in  a  state  of  Suspenoe— -Your  Petitioner  humbly  hopes, 
the  Hon^**  Supreme  Executive  Council  will  be  pleased  to  prevent 
the  Agents  of  the  County  aforesaid  putting  up  the  Estate  to  Sale, 
while  the  thing  is  in  this  undetermined  State,  and  in  so  doing  they 
will  greatly  oblige  their  anxious  &  perplexed  *  Petitioner,  who  aa  in 
duty  bound  shall  pray  &o.* 

Grame  Park,  Nov.,  S*"*  1779. 

*  See  VoL  VL,  p.  617. 
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BoAKB  OF  Wab  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

War  Office,  Nov.  6**,  1779. 
Sir, 

We  baye  been  bonored  witb  your  letter  of  yesterday.  Tbe  Mili- 
tia at  Fort  Fredrick  were  ao  uneasy  &  many  of  tbem  so  ungoveraable 
that  (as  we  received  Information  yesterday  form  Go*.  Rawlins^  those 
wbo  bad  not  of  tbemselves  left  tbe  Poet  were  sent  Home.  And  as 
it  will  be  difficult  to  get  a  Militia  Guard  again  &  wben  procured  tbey 
are  not  sufficiently  to  be  depended  upon  on  Ace*  of  tbeir  Inconstancy 
fc  Uneasitiess  under  anything  like  Discipline,  it  is  in  contemplation 
to  raise  a  Guard  for  tbat  Post  of  enlisted  Men.  Until  tbis  is  done 
or  some  Means  taken  to  get  a  constant  Guard  Co*.  Rawlins  desired 
we  would  not  send  on  tbe  Prisoners.  We  bavo  wrote  some  time  aso 
to  Got.  Johnson  proposing  tbe  Scheme  of  enlisting  Men  whicb  be 
approves  of  but  says  be  cannot  do  anything  in  it*  until  tbe  Meeting 
of  the  Assembly  whicb  will  be  tbis  Month  sometime.  When  we  bear 
of  tbe  Measures  taken  to  raise  tbe  Guard  we  will  do  ourselves  tbe 
Honor  to  inform  you  &  request  tbe  Militia  agreeable  to  your  Letter. 
We  have  tbe  Honor  to  be, 

witb  tbe  greatest  Respect  &  Esteemi 
your  very  obed*  Serv*», 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
In  Behalf  of  tbe  Board. 
Directed, 

On  tbe  Service  of  tbe  United  States. 
His  Excellency,  President  Reed« 


Obh.  Robebdsau  to  Prbs.  Rbbb  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.,  10, 1779. 
Rr, 

Permit  me  to  ask  tbe  favor  of  you  to  make  my  request  known  to 
tbe  Honorable  Board  of  your  Presidence,  tbat  tbey  would  be  pleased 
tbis  day  to  order  me  payment  for  tbe  ten  hundred  pounds  of  lead 
delivered  to  your  order  some  Months  ago.*  Tbe  price  of  tbat  article 
is  so  enormous  that  I  should  blush  to  make  a  demand,  but  my  neces- 
sity keeps  equal  peace  with  tbe  rapid  depreciation  of  our  money  & 
particularly  as  I  purpose  leaving  this  City  to  morrow,  dependence 
has  been  had  on  the  money  in  question,  for  my  advances  are  insup- 
portably  great,  for  my  defected  purpose  of  supplying  lead  to  the 

*  Bm  Col.  Bm.,  Vol.  Xll,  p.  162. 
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Contioent,  which,  entirely  thro  default  of  Congress  in  not  furnish- 
ing the  necepsary  de£enoes,  has  beoBeotirery  fltoped,  a£  the  Hon^** 
the  Assembly  have  been  informed.  After  the  most  dilligent 
enquiry  I  cannot  find  less  th^n  six  Dollars  ^  lb.  demanded  for  lead 
by  tbe^uantity,  a  price  which  M'.  Peters  just  now  informed  me^iihie 
board  of  War  was  willing  to  give. 

I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  waiting  on  you  for  your  Commanda 
before  I  leave  Town. 

yours  with  great  respect,  Sir, 

^    most  Obd*  &  very  hum"**  serv* 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 

P.  8.— I  pray  you  to  excuse  the  indecency  of  the  paper  which  I 
cannot  remedy. 


William  Hbath  to  Jokathajt  D-  Sbrobant,  1779.] 

.  Camp,  Peeks^Kill,  Nov'  12, 1779. 

Sir,  ' 

I  have  been  honor'd  with  your  favor  of  the  1  Inst  ^r  Mr.  CardiU. 
Not  thinking  myself  fully. authorized  to  give  directions  for  the 
apprehending  and  ordering  to  this  place  the  deserters  mention^  in 
your  Letter,  and  having  some  doubts  on  my  mind  respecting  them, 
I  laid  the  matter  before  his  Excellency  Genl.*  Wariiingtou,  ind 
among  other  things  represented  to  hia  Exoellenoy  *'  That  oome  time 
in  the  year  1778,  while  I  held  the  command  in  Boston,  several  of 
the  soldiers  under  the  conventien  o^  Saratoga,  practised  deceptions 
on  the  recruiting  officers  in  and  about  that  place  (Boston)  by  dress- 
ing themselves,  in  Sailors  habits  and  otherwise,  Sblemnly  protesting 
that  they  had  not  the  least  connexion  with  the  convention  Troops. 
In.  the  practice  of  these  arts  many  of  them  enlisted,  received  their 
Bounties,  Cloathing,  arms,  &c.,  and  deserted.  With  respect. to 
Golding  &  Ga£fDey — a  deserter  from  Prospect.  Hill  reportied  that  he 
apprehended  they  were  in  Boston  as  Spies  &  were  taking  drafts  of 
the  place,  that  one  of  them  (Golding)  had  been  seen  at  Prospect 
Hill  after  he  deserted  talking  with  a  Captain  England  , of  the  47 
Reg*,  to  which  he  TGolding)  belonged.  On  this,  1  sent  for  them, 
they  were  brought  before  me,  appeared  dress'd  like  Gentlemen  ox 
fashion  &  fortune.  I  interrogated  them  closely,  they  acknowledged 
to  have  enlisted  in  our  service  and  that  they  had  done  it  from  prindplci 
'absolutely  denied  ever  having  any  design  of  taking  any  survey  o^ 
plan  of  the  place  or  works,  and  as  to  Golding's  venturing  -back  to 
the  Hill  i^ter  he  deserted,  he  o&ce  did.  it;  b«t  Gap*  England  had 
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Buoh  a  regard  for  him  that  he  was  aarared  he  would  not  iojure  him. 
I  ordered  them  .to  the  Barracks,  they  deserted  thai  night.  I  ordered 
search  to  be  made  for  them  at  Cambridge  and  elsewhere,  bat  never 
eoold  apprehend  them..  My  own  opinion  of  them  is  that  they  are 
capable  of  transa43ting  any  kind  of  intrigne  or  business.  One  of 
them  served  an  apj>rentioe8faip  with  a  merobant,  the  other  waa  Clerk 
to  an  attorney,  they  are  both  very  sensible  &  write  an  e^oeeditiggood 
hand.  They  enlisted  and  if  I  do  not  mistake  received  their  Bouotyy 
Arms  &  C(oathe8,  which  they  carried  off.  The  question  now  is,  what 
step  shall  be  taken  with  them  &  whether  by  the  Civil  or  Military 
Authority.''  His  Sxoelleney  has  been  pleased  in  answer  to  the 
foregoing  to  express  himself  as  follows. 

'<  On  my  way  to  Pompton  I  was  met  at  Ramapaugh  by  Oolding, 
one  of  the  persons  mentioned  by  yon.  He  had  a  pass  from  General 
Hogan,  who  commands  at  Philadelphia,  and  came  up  with  a  request 
that  he  might  be  discharged  from  Col*  Nicola's  Reg^  in  w^  he  is  at 
present  enlisted,  upon  his  obtaining  a  man  to  serve  in  his  room.  I, 
knowing  nothing  further  respecting  him,  signified  my  approbation 
of  this,  &  he  retum'd  immediately 4o  Philadelphia.  He  says  he 
married  a  Woman  of  some  property  there,  and  produced  deeds  for 
real  Estate,  which  he  has  acquired  in  consequence  of  his  marriage 
and  some  d^tngp  i^  Trade. . .  I  think  youifaad  be^t  ijs  uns^irer  to  Mr. 
Sargent  represent  the  above  with  the  anticedent  circumstances  with 
which  yon  are  acquainted.  Golding  having  married  and  acquired 
property  will  probably  remain  quietly  with  us,  and  it  will  perhaps 
be  "as  weH  to  overlook  his  former  enlistment  and  desertion,  and 
reoommend  it  to  the  attorney  General,  as  he  is  still  a  person  of  sus* 
pioiouscbaricter,  to  lay  hint  under  security  for  his  good  behavior.  I 
know  net  what  to  say  tespecting  Gaffney.  Be  seems  from  year 
aeoonni  to  know  too  nniofa  far  %  Soldier,  &  the  bringing  fainr  to  trial 
wwild  probably  oeoasioo  mneh.  trouble  in  proeuring  wttnessea.  I 
therefore  think  yon  may  as  weQ  acquaint  Mr«  Sargent  wkh  huefaar^ 
»ter  abo^  &  Let  the  Civil  authority  either  confine  him  or  take  8e- 
eoiiiy  as  they  may  judge  proper.''  Yon  w^l  tbereforo  take  such 
meaeoitaB  aeyon  may  tfatnk  proper. 
I  am 

with  great  respect.  Sir, 

your  most  obed*  Spry*, 

W.  HBATH.     ' 

Directed f 
Jonathan  D.  Sergeant,  Esq'. 
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Bbsolution  of  AssbmblT)  1779. 
In  General  Assembly,  Nov'  12th,  1779. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Conncil  on  the  subject 
of  Oap<  Irvfin's  Petition  made  their  report,  whereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  whole  matter  be  referred  to  CoanoiL 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

THOMAS  PAINE, 

Clerk  of  the  Gen^  Assembly. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supremo 
Executive  Council. 


Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  Boabd  of  Wab,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philad*,  NovemberHSth,  1779. 
Gent.| 

The  inclosed  Return  has  been  made  to  ns  with  an  Expectation 
that  the  CMcera  should  draw  the  Benefits  of  the  Provision  we  have 
made  for  the  Officers  of  the  Line.  But  the  more  liberal  the  Provision 
the  more  necessary  it  is  that  it  should  be  distributed  with  (Economy 
k  Prudence^oWe  cannot  think  of  saddling  the  State  with  the  Sup- 
port of  Officers  who  have  little  more  than  nominal  Commands— >biit 
at  the  same  Time  are  willing  to  provide  for  them  upon  a  Scale  con- 
sistent with  the  publiok  Service.  If  therefore  the  Men  would  inHsfe 
for  the  War,  &  the  whole  could  be  thrown  into  one  Company  & 
annexed  to  the  Line  of  the  State  it  would  be  in  our  Power  as  well 
as  Inclination  to  provide  for  them,  &  the  Supernumerary  Officers 
might  be  disposed  of  as  in  other  Gases.  Otherwise  we  dhall  be 
obliged  to  leave  them  to  the  publick  at  large. 
I  am  Gent, 

with  due  Respect, 

your  obed.  Hbble.  Senr., 

J.  REED.* 

*  J.  Beed  was  re-elected  President  Nov.  11,— and  Wm.  Moore  "Hoe  Presi- 
dent.   See  CoL  Reo.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  168. 
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DeLEGATBS  ISf   GOHOBBgS  TO  P&16.  BSSD,  1779. 

Monday,  Nov.  15th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Delegates  of  this  State  kave  tbe  Honoor  to  traoBintt  the 
enclosed  Resdlttion  of  Congress,  &  beg  your  Exeellency  will  be 
pleased  to  lay  the  same  before  tbe  Hon^*  the  snpreme  exeontiTe 
Conneil.    We  have  the  Honour  to  be^  with  the  highest  Bespeot,* 
your  Exeellenoy's 

most  obedient  ft 

Very  hnmble  senrants, 

JAMES  8EARLE, 
^RED'K  MUHLENBERG, 
WM.  8HIPPEN. 

Directed, 

BiB  Bxeelltti<9  Josq^h  ^Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pensilyania. 


Col.  Jacob  Stroud  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1779. 

Lower  Smithfield,  November  tbe  16thy  1779. 

Honoured  Gentlemen. 

I  wpnoe  More  Take  the  libarty  to  tronble  your  honoars  with  a 
small  state  of  a  fhirs  of  this  bottalian  ConeemiDg  the  pay  of  the 
men  that  has  been  i«  servioe.  I  delivered  your  Letter  that  yon  sent 
with  me  to  the  pay  master  and  be  told  me  be  woald  Oome  np  and 
pay  the  men  in  a  few  days,  but  be  has  deUyed.  Som  of  the  Gapt«* 
has  spent  dnble  Their  pay  g(nng  fnmi  trme  to  time  after  the  pay 
master,  and  Cant  get  the  money,  I  have  Galled  en  the  pay  master 
several  Times  myself  with  som  of  the  pay  Roles,  &  he  still  jpromises 
very  fsiir  that  be  will  Come  up  in  a  short  Time  but  dont,  Some  of 
tbe  men  has  been  out  in  Service  Last  winter  a  year  agee  and  Lies 
ont  of  theire  money  yet,  and  they  Complain  eztreemly  of  their  want 
of  their  money  and  of  its  Depresnating  so  mach  that  at  the  Time 
they  Get  there  money  they  Cannot  g^t  one  Bashel  of  wheat  for  their 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  170, 178,  reeeption  of  Oheiafier  Pe  La 
,  Jfiaister  PlsDipetentlary. 
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Two  Months  pay.  I  find  there  is  nothiDg  giyes  the  Malitia  More 
Spirit  than  to  pay  them  as  Soon  as  they  Done  there  Tower  of  Duty 
and  the  Calling  the  fines  as  soon  as  they  are  dae  it  gives  the  brave 
men  that  turn  out  Compleat  Satisfaction,  but  there  is  som  men 
in  my  Battallion  thinks  there  wont  be  any  fines  Demanded  of  them, 
for  not  going  into  Service  last  Snmer,  which  I  hope  wont  be.  the 
Oase  for  if  it  shoold  it  would  distroy  all  disciplin  in  the  battallion, 
and  if  wee  should  be  a  Larmed  I  shall  not  be  able  to  Command  any 
men  to  venture  there  lives  a  gainst  the  Savage. 
I  am  gentlemen^ 

your  very  umble  servS 

JACOB  STROUD, 

CoUofthe6B.N.  0.  M. 


Pbbs.  Bbbb  to  Gov.  Bodnbt  of  Dbl.,  1779. 

•     Philad%  Nov'  18*,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  very  alarming  Prospects  which  present  themselves  to  publiok 
View  with  Bespect  to  supplying  the  Army  with  Provisions  will  I 
trust  make  any  Apology  unnecessary  for  troubling  your  Excell*  on 
this  Occasion.  Notwithstanding  the  Importunity  of  the  trading 
Interest  in  which  the  Views  of  many  of  the  Farmers  coincide  the 
Sense  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  has  steadily  been  to  prohibit 
the  Exportation  of  Provisions,  &  we  have  on  all  Occasions  exerted 
ourselves  to  have  this  wholesome  Regulation  observed.  I  need  not 
enumerate  the  other  temporary  Expedients  which  have  been  adopted - 
.for  the  Reduction  of  Prices  in  which  the  Ooodness  of  Intentions  were 
sufficiently  demonstrated  whatever  Arguments  may  be  offered  asainat 
them  founded  on  oommeroial  Wisdom  or  Propriety.  These  being 
removed  or  rather  having  ceased  Prices  have  not  only  increased  very 
rapidly  but  there  is  a  general  Indifference  almost  amounting  to 
Disinclination  to  sell  even  those  Commodities  most  necessary  for  the 
Army.  The  Commissaries  seem  to  apprehend  that  no  inconsiderable 
clandestine  Trade  is  carried  on  in  Provisions  which  mutual  Vigilance 
in  the  three  States  on  the  Delaware  &  Chesapeak  would  do  much  to 
correct  We  have  therefore  form'd  new  Regulations  added  Penalties 
&  are  resolv'd  to  stop  the  pernicious  Practice  while  the  publick 
Necessities  continue,  but  unless  your  State  concur  with  ui^  such  is 
the  powerful  Tone  of  private  Interest  that  we  fear  our  exertions  wi^l 
prove  in  a  great  Degree  ineffectual  for  the  great  Purpose  in  view.  A 
Limitation  of  Prices  not  having  been  deemed  proper  in  Maryland 
their  Example  was  followed  by  this  State^  but  toe  iaordmate  Deeizes 
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of  the  Holders  of  Provisions  soon  niaed  tbem  up  to  such  %  Height 
that  we  thoaght  it  best  to  suRpend  the  Porohsees  of  this  State  by 
the  pablick  Commissary,  which  seemed  the  more  Decessary  as 
New  Jersey  &  New  York  having  limited  the  Price  of  Wheat  to  20 
Dollars  "^  Bash^  while  oar  Com  mi  as*  were  left  to  give  curr*  Prices 
reached  £15.  We  farther  hopM  that  an  Indifference  of  Purchase 
wonld  give  an  Alarm  &vourable  to  the  Rednction  of  Prices  of  this 
we  cannot  yet  jadge,  bat  I  beg  Leave  to  assure  year  Exoell'  that 
every  Thing  will  be  done  in  this  State  as  well  to  accomplish  this 
desirable  Purpose  as  to  produce  effectual  Supplies  propordooal  to 
the  Ability  of  the  State.  Col.  Blaine  whose  Assiduity  in  Business 
is  truly  laudable  having  requested  these  Observations  from  me  as 
supposing  they  might  be  of  some  publick  Use  I  could  not  refuse 
him^  &  l^g  Leave  to  add  that  I  am  with  much 

Bespect  k  Begard.* 


Mb.  Holkkb  to  Prxs.  Bsbd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Nov  y  16%  1779. 

Sir, 

The  application  made  to  me  by  the  chairman  of  the  honorable  y* 
Committee  of  Congress  for  the  Q.  M.  &  C.  D.  for  the  flour  which 
your  Excellency  &  the  assembly  of  pensilvania  have  directed  by  the 
most  generous  and  efficacious  measures  to  be  Collected  for  the  sup- 
ply of  his  Majesty's  Navy  in  america,  being  founded  on  the  urgent 
necessities  of  the  army,  I  am  under  the  obligation  of  requesting  that 
you'll  please  to  give  your  directions  to  the  Agent  of  the  State  So  as 
he  may  deliver  the  flour  he  may  have  on  hand  appropriated  for  the 
use  above  mentioned.  Col.  Blaine  is  to  lodge  in  M'  TurnbuU's 
hands  the  Value  of  the  flour  he  takes,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  Measures  adopted  on  this  occasion  imagining  that  your 
interference  might  be  deemed  unnecessary  in  this  Instance.  I  have 
taken  the  Liberty  of  deliveriug  M'  Ghaloner  an  Ordef  for  said 
flour  on  M'  Turnbull|  &  have  notified  my  entire  consent  to  the 
delivery  of  what  he  has  on  hand,  though  I  expect  every  minute  to 
be  called  upoa  for  supplies  of  this  kind,  &  though  I  am  informed 
that  the  Ships  now  arrived  in  the  Chesapeak  are  in  great  distress  for 
provisions.  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  approve  of  my  application 
to  y*  agent  of  the  State  and  that  you'll  be  persuaded  of  the  desire, 
which  Constantly  animates  my  actions,  of  giving  every  Satisfaction 

*  See  CoL  Bso.,  VoL  ZIL,  p.  171. 
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In  m  J  power  &  6f  aoknowledgiDg  joar  Continued  'exertions  to  prd- 
cure  Sapplies  for  the  Royal  Navy. 
I  Bemain  with  Respect 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  Very 

htMnbU  servant, 

HOLKEB. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed  ^sideot  of  the  State. 


SBct*  Ma^tlack  to  Col.  A.  Boyd,  1779. 

Philad'.,  Nov  16, 1779., 
Sir, 

By  the  death  of  Jesse  Jordan  the  suit  against  General  Arnold  is 
abated — And^  it  .is  beoome  necessary  that  bis  Ekeeutors,  or  Admin- 
istrators should  give  orders  to  the  Attorney  Gen'  to  re-oommenoe  the 
suit — If  he  has  not  made  a  will>  nor  any  person  yet  administered  to 
his  erstate  Letters  of  Administration  ought  to  be  immediately  taken 
out  by  some  suitable  person  and  orders  sent  by  him  to  the  Attorn^ 
Gen>  to  proceed  in  the  suit  for  the  recovery  of  the  money  due  for 
the  waggons  employed  by  him. — You  will  please  to  tkke  oare  of  this 
business  &  write  to  me  upon  it  as  soon  as  may  be. 

I  am  &c. 
Yours, 

T.  M.  Seo^. 
Directed. 
To  Col.  A.  Boyd. 


Col.  Lxwis  Nicola  to  Piubs.  Bbbd,  1779* 

Sir, 

Three  deserters  from  the  Yagers  stationd  at  Oonrtlands  hovnte  neitr 
lings  bridge  which  place  they  left  the  8'  Instant,  say  that  corps 
consists  of  700  men,  having  received  260  recruits  about  8  weeks 
since.  Desertion  very  great  from  that  Corps  whose  ettnation  gives 
them  frequent  opportunities  which  tlie  troops  on  the  island  are 
debarred  from.  No  other  troops  are  stationed  out  of  the  Island. 
Kings  bridge  is  not  briAen  down  but  a  draw  bridge  is  made  over 
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one  of  the  arches  which  is  drawn  np  at  night  The  troops  on  the 
island  are  hutting  themselves  and  the  Yi^ers  are  to  winter  in  fort 
Washington.  A  detachment  from  every  reg*  was  ordered  for  embark- 
ation about  6week8  since,  but  were  not  embarked  when  they  came  off. 
They  did  not  hear  of  any  news  being  arrived  from  Oeorgia.  Soon  after 
one  of  these  men  left  the  English  he  was  strictly  examined  by  Col* 
Armand  aboot  the  Patroles  sent  out  by  the  English  k  what  roads 
they  generally  took. 
Permit  me  to  assore  yon  that  I  am  with  respect 
Your  excellencies 

most  Obedient  &  Hamble  Serv. 

^LBWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
Novem'  17%  1779. 

Directedj  ) 
To  his  Excdlency  Joseph^d  President  of  State. 


Eph.  Blaikb  to  P&bsidbkt  Bbbb,  1779. 

Philad*,  18  November,  1779. 

Hay  it  Please  Yonr  Bxcellencyy 

The  immediate  necessity'I  am  under  for  want  of  Salt  to  answer 
the  public  Demands  induces  me  to  make  application  to  your  Excel- 
leney  &  Council,  to  obtain  an  Order  upon  the  Commissioners  for  five 
or  six  hundred  Bushels  of  what  you  have  in  Store  to  be  either 
replaced  or  paid  for  as  you  may  direct— your  compliance  will  serve 
the  public  i  greatly  oblige  me. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Excellenoys 
Most  Obed« 

most  Hble  Serv., 

EPH.  BLAINE,  D.  0.  O. 
Directed, 
His  Kccellency  Joseph  Beed  Esquire  Present 


U  nSNNSTLYAHIA.  ASOHZTEEr  I77S 

Bbsolutjon  of  Assbmblt,  1779. 

In  AsBemblj,  No?^  19th,  1779. 

On  Motion  BeBolved,  That  tira  above  (inolosocl)  Ralifioatioii*  he 
topiod  and  sent  to  the  supreme  Ezeeutrve  Ooutietl,  requesting  thai 
honorable  Board  to  traDsmit  the  same  to  the  Gk>vemnient  of  Yir* 
ginia.  i 

Extraot  from  the  Hiaatot, 

THOMAS  PAINE, 

Clerk  of  the  Oen'l  Assemblj. 
Indorsed, 

Resolve  of  Gen'l  Assemblj,  Nov  19,  1779.  Boundary  of  Vir- 
ginia.    Read  in  Council,  Nov'  24,  1779.  ^ 

T.  W[.,Se0'yt 
Directed^ 

His  Exoellencj  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council. 


Archibald  McClbak  to  0.  J.  McEbav^  1779. 

Hon"*  Sir, 

"  By  Mr.  Bradford  I  eome  Timt  past  wrote  to  janr  Honour  and 
therein  iuolosed  the  Copy  of  Philip  SheU'«e  Deposition,  relative  to 
the  too  strongly  suspected  Conduct  of  Robert  Irwin,  of  Hanover 
Town,  late  an  asststant  Quarter  Master  General  of  Purebases,  and> 
also  au  Asttstant  Commissary  of  Issues  of  that  Place,  and  Charged^ 
with  the  Sequestration  of  Publick  Stores,  and  the  Approprii(tioa'' 
thereof  to  his  own  use. 

I  had  at  the  Time  of  the  talking  the  Deposition,  Ordered  my  In- 
formant, (and  he  was  the  Person  who  deposed)  to  take  the  Key  of 
the  remaining  Stores  (As  tb^y  lay  in  an  Out  House  and  only  rented 
for  that  purpose)  and  keep  it  lest  there  should  be  a  farther  Em- 
bezzlement;— Xrvin  upga  b^ing  thus  denied  Access  hath  since  come 
here  and  demanded  a  Copy  of  the  Charges  against  him,  and  which  ^ 
furnished  him  with.  He  demanded  in  a  sneering  Way  my  Authority 
for  ordering  the  Keys  under  which  (as  he  oalled  it)  his  Property 
was  kept  ?  This  put  me  on  thinking  a  little,  and  as  the  late  Law 
against  Engrossing  was  at  that  Time  in  my  Possession,  and  I  also 

*  Not  found  on  file  and  not  noticed  in  Minntes  of  this  date ;  but  see 
Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  177^aiid  proclamation,  ib.,  218. 
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hnd  It  by  me  %i  th^  Time  when'  I  gsve  the  verbal  Order  for  the 
detaining  oC  the  Key,  I  imiBediakely  drew  a  WarraDt  agreeable  to 
the  16th  Seotioo  of  the  said  Lav  and  hath  in  Puienanoe  thereof 
Seized  in  the  Storea  Ooenpied  by  him  17  Barrels  of  Floor,  being  all 
DOW  remaining  there,  and  also  110  Buahela  of  Rye  and  Two  Barrela 
of  Salty  All  of  whieh  he  confidently  aaith  ie  hia  own  Property,  noU 
withstanding  1  as  verily  believe  the  Whole  to  be  the  Property  of 
the  Continent  eom nutted  to  his  Care,  and  for  which  he  hath  not 
elearly  accounted. — And  as  1  verily  believed  that  the  whole  is 
Continental  Property,  I  was  driven  by  Sheer  Necessity  to  have 
Recourse  to  the  before  recited  Act  of  Assembly  inasmuch  as  he  had 
questioned  my  Authority  for  seizing  the  same.  And  my  design  in 
Keounring  to  that  act  is  only  to  secure  the  Stores  in  a  legal  manner 
until  I  farther  hear  from  your  Honour  or  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  Or  until  some  farther  Order  shall  be  taken 
therein,  And  the  same  beins  thus  secured,  the  Property  thereof,  Or 
in  what  manner,  and  by  whom,  the  same  was  transferred  to  him 
will  be  the  Subject  of  Future  £iM|<ury. 

1  Rode  to  the  Place  myself  and  there  called  to  my  Assistance  Col* 
M'Callister  and  Hagle  and  there  by  the  Informer  actually  seized 
the  Whole  agreeable  to  the  Express  words  of  the  Act 

When  this  was  dotae  Irwin  begged  for  some  time  to  lay  bis  Ac- 
counts before  us  in  Order  to  give  some  Satisfaction  how  he^came 
by  the  Stores,  but  povfessed  they  had  been  Continental  Property. 
In  this  we  then  indulged  him  and  on  this^Day  he  is  to  shew  his 
Accounts  to  Mess'*  M'Callister  and  Hagle  (jbut  this  Step  was  Only 
9fftsod  to  for  the  Sake  of  ItidolgeAoe)  we  alledgiDg  that  we  had  no 
Power  to  examine  or  Settle,  or  correct  any  Errors  of  his  Aocotints. 
And  as  I  cannot  attend  there  this  Day,  the  Distance  being  near 
Twenty  Miles,  I  have  requested  Mr.  Hagle  to  take  the  Stores  into 
more  safe  Custody  aod  take  BcG()g0izanee  of  Irwin  to  appear  at  the 
next  Sessions. 

.  From  all  that  hath  hitherto  appeared,  we  seem  fully  of  Opinion 
[Thatthe  Whole  are  publict  Property,  And  therefore  they  do  not 
aifflply  &11  u^der  the  DenominatioD  of  Engrossing,  but  carry  a 
farther  and  mach  worse  Charge,  We  pray  therefore  to  be  indulged 
with  a  Lite  or  Two  of  Information  &  farther  Direction  from  jour 
Qononxy  or  from  the  Council, 

.  After  begging  your  Hcaoat's  Ssenae  for  the  Trouble  which  I 
give  you 

I  rest  yonr  Honour's  • 
. .  .    ,  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

ARCH*  MTLEAN.    . 

P.  S.    I  have  great  Reason  to  believe  that  Irwin  hath  settled  his 
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Ace*  with  the  Parohasing  Gommisflary  General  or  with  eomo  of  his 
Deputies,  but  hath  not  settled  with  the  Gom'^  General  of  Issaes. 

Philip  Swarti;  in  this  Gaol,  charged  with  beine  a  Spy,  and  acting 
as  a  Gnide  to  the  British  detachment  who  attacked  the  Miiitia  at  The 
Crooked  Billet,  Philad*  C%  &  also  Jehu  Lefever  (alias  MoGaskj,) 
eonfined  for  Treasonable  Praotioes  committed  in  Chester  County,  wait 
for  your  Honour's  Orders  for  being  removed  to  ihe  Respective 
Counties  where  their  Offences  were  Committed. — ^Inclosed  ia  a  Letter 
which  I  lec*  from  Swarti  this  Morning. 

Directed^ 

The  Honourable  Thomas  MoKean^  Esquire,  Chief  Justice  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Favour  of  Col.  Miller. 


Col.  Bioh'd  McCalisteb'to  P&bs.  Heed,  1779. 

Nov.  the  19th,  1779. 
Bir, 

Your  EzoeUencies  order  of  the  26th  ultimo  I  duly  received  on 
the  4th  Instant  The  Militia  was  to  March  on  the  8th,  it  appeared 
a  Considerable  Number  would  a  Gon  at  that  time,  I  sent  Imeditly 
to  Every  Quarter  &  Gave  the  orders  I  Bee'.  I  wish  to  finde  the 
same  spirit  w^  them  the  Next  Call.  I  had  all  the  Arms  put  ia 
order  &  am  Sorey  the  Count  Dident  Appear. 

There  is  a  Matter  I  have  long  tho*  of  laying  before  y  Exelenqy— 
that  is  the  arms  taken  this  2  or  3  years  Past  from  the  NonasosiatorSi 
and  appraised  &  sent  out.  Numbers  of  which  never  Returned,  as 
AUso  those  who  tuck  with  them  there  Guns  &  wass  Apraised  accord* 
ing  to  law  &  wass  lost  the  law  said  they  should  be  paid,  but  hath 
not  Pointed  out  where  or  by  whom  or  when  they  are  to  apply — ^it  hath 
Sowered  the  Minds  of  maney,  the  arms  wass  then  appraised  Exceed- 
ing low,  the  People  are  dayly  teasing  me  for  pay — ^I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  What  Ana'  to  Give  the  people  on  this  subject^  as  they  all  look 
to  me  for  payment. 

I  should  be  Grately  Oblidge  by  y'  Exelencies  orders  on  this 
matter  &  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself  &  that  with  all  Due  Respect, 
y  Exelen  most  obed* 

Humble  Servant; 

R«  M'CALISTER. 
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Thb  Mbmobial  ov  Col.  Mosbs  Hazbk  to  Ob5L.  Wabb- 
mraTON,  1779. 

ZCo  his  Ezcellenqj  Oeoree  WashiDgton,  Esq',  Oeneral  and  Comp 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  American  Aimj,  &o.,  &o.,  &o. 

Hnmblj  sheweth^ 

That  the  Canadian  Begiment  year  Exeelleney'a  Memorialist  hat 
the  Hononr  to  Command,  was  bj  a  Reeeivtiofn  of  Congress  of  the 
20th  of  Janoarj^  1776,  oidered  to  be  raised  in  Canada  for  one  year 
or  dnring  the  then  present  Disputes ;  to  compose  fonr  Battalions  of 
Two  Hnndred  and  Fifty  Men  eaeh,  as  will;  by  said  Besolntion  of 
Congress,  more  fnlly  appear. 

That  Fonr  Hundred  and  SeTenty-seven  Men  only  were  inlisted 
for  the  Term  of  the  War,  mustered  and  carried  into  Service.  The 
Want  of  Money  to  pay  the  Bounty  ordered  preyented  the  Regiment 
from  being  completely  filled  up  at  that  Time,  and  in  that  Country. 

That  a  Fart  of  the  Officers  and  Men  raised  in  Canada  retreated 
with  Oenl.  Sullivan's  Army  on  the  17th  of  June,  1776,  from  that 
Country ;  and  that  on  the  23«  of  Ootober,  in  the  same  year,  the 
Hon.  Continental  Congress  was  pleased  to  order  that  the  said  Bcffi- 
ment  should  remain  on  the  Original  Establishment  thereof,  and  be 
reoTiited  to  its  Original  Complement  in  any  of  the  Thirteen  United 
States,  as  the  said  Reffiment  did  not  belong  to  any  particular  ^tate, 
nor  was  there  any  Additional  Expense  in  the  Mode  of  Officering  the 


That  by  the  Alacrity  and  great  Attention  of  the  Recruiting  Offi- 
cers, Seven  Hnndred  and  Twenty  Men  were  brought  into  the  Field 
on  the  opening  of  the  Campaign  in  the  year  1777. 

That  this  Regiment  has  been  employed  on  hard  Services  in  the 
Course  of  this  Contest ;  a  Part  of  it  was  at  the  Blockade  and  Assault 
of  Quebec ;  the  Regiment  was  with  Genl.  Sallivan  in  the  Action  of 
Staten  Island,  of  the  22«  of  August,  1777 )  at  Brandywine  the  \V^ 
of  September,  and  Oermantown  the  4^^  of  October  following :  In  all 
which  it  has  acquitted  itself  with  Honour,  and  was  at  the  last  men- 
tioned Engagement  amongst  the  Troops  that  were  rewarded  with 
your  Excellency's  Public  Thanks. 

That  in  the  three  several  last-mentioned  Engagements  were  killed, 
wounded  and  taken  Prisoners  fifteen  Commissioned  Officers  and  One 
Hundred  and  Tbirty*three  Non-commissioned  Officers  and  Private 
Men : — ^That  detach'd  Parties  from  this  Regiment  have  frequently 
been  in  warm  Skirmishes  with  the  Enemy,  which  have  been  con- 
ducted to  the  Honour  of  the  Officer  who  commanded,  tho'  attended 
with  the  Loss  of  many  brave  Men. 

That  on  the  4th  of  November,  1778,  the  Hon.  Continental  Con- 
V  gress  was  pleased  to  order  that  the  said  Begiment  should  remain  on 
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its  Original  Establishmeiit,  and  that  no  new  Appointments  or  Pro- 
4Dotiotis  of  Officers  be  made  therein,  until  ihrther  Orders  of  Cong^restf. 

That  on  the  15^  of  M^ro^^  1779,  the  Hon.  Continental  Congress 
was  pleased  to  order  Returns  to  be  made  of  this  Begiment,  and 
others,  setting  forth  the  different  States  in  which  the  Officers  .wer^ 
raised,  or  the  Non-oommissioDed  Officers  and  Soldiers  recruited,  and 
that  the  said  States  should  have  Credit  for  the  Officers  and  Men  so 
raised  or  recruited,  as  a  Part  of  their  Quotas  to  be  kept  up  in  the 
Field.     This  Resolution  it  is  presumed  was  entered  into  a»  well  to 
do  Justice  to  the  several  States,  in  Point  orf  mtsiag  their  several 
Qaolas  of  Men,  as  to  leaVe  it  in  -their  Power  ^to  take  Oare  of  add 
rewacd  the  Officers  And  Men  in  the  same  Miknner  as  thejr  might 
their  own  State  Battalions,  whioh  however  just  the  Intention  it  can 
never  affect  this  Regimenty  so  as  to  do  it  Justioe  in  every  Part 
thereof;  for  as  the  Officers  are  raised  and  th»  Regiment  reomited 
jfrom  North  Carolina  t6  Canada,  it  is  impossible  that  the  Offioec s  and 
M^ti  should  have  the  Benefit  of  the  several  Alui  irespeotive  State 
fitfiores^  t6  whiohitAaanaib  *as  intended  they  ^bwld  have  a  Bigbt 
to,in.flQmaien:with  th^  own  Tr<N|)q;  nor  have  they  ever  received 
kJ&'aitbtngvalud  bovi  any.  one  State  b^rn^or  linCB  tliat  Rssolmion 
.toidciPlabq;  ^m  ^he^othto  Hj^ndy.cfiKtesQ^  Officers  and  One  Hundred 
•Jdid.  ekryeoiiiKonitomtDiaiiDiied)  Okffieezs  aUd..  Soldiers  aare  returned 
-V>eteitt6«a>ftDin{i3afUida,f«iid  otberw^  iw^ngitog  to  no  one  ol  the 
cXhiiAttBd.UiiHsdJSteifato;id«n&dqlbG«tly^^  of  Provision  is  or  h«i 

-been  Jattesfeptefl  to  be  auide  for  itheta.c  However  hard  their  Oasoi 
.their:  SerfMBs «rer deserving  <)f  Nottd^':t/EilMt  th^  Oanadiaa  S/»ldieni 
ate^noit^iiliBirkrcita  any^  imithe^  Be^UMnt,  in  'Point  of  MoraUtjy 
Bravery,  or  Attachment  to  the  Cause  and  Service  in  which  they  ar^ 
-6ag^ed;nar}Pi-oof  of  wUeh,  onto  Oanadian  only  has  dias^ted  sinoe 
:th^  "Rel^ment  retreaftedtOiU  of  Canada  x  ^I^ne  different  DetaohmeAls 
were  sent  into  that  County  the  last  Summer  for  IntelligeneO)  and 
the  greater  Rirt  ol  the  other  Canadians  within  Sight  of  and  not 
more  than 'one  Days  march  of  their  own  Country,  Families,  Friends, 
Connections  and  Estates. — Four  Hundred  and  Seventy-one  Non- 
commissioned Officers  and  Soldiers  are  now  on  tbe  Muster.  RoUs 
'and  Returns ,  Four  hundred  and  Sixty  of  whiok  are  inlisted  during 
-the  War,  on  Twenty  Dollars  Bounty  only ;  not  a  Man  has  ever  re- 
ceived either  a  Town  or  State  Bounty  to  the  Knowledge  of  your 
Memorialist. 

That  neither  Officer  or  Soldier  in  the  Regiment  has  ever  re- 
ceived a  Farthing's  Value  of  Cloathing,  or  othor  Supplies  whateveiy 
out  of  any  State  or  Continental  Store,,  otherwise  than  a  Dividend  of 
coarse  Clothes,  with  the  other  Troops  at  Hitrtford,  by  Order  of 
G«nL  Gates,  the  whole  of  which  did  not  compose  an  Assortment 
.that  would  have  made  up  'one  Regimental  Coat ;  That  under  the 
present  Hardships,  and  many  Difficulties  herein  enumerated,  itjis 
•impossible  to  expect  this  Regiment  can  continue  in  the  •  service 


mifaaB  some  proper  PtotIuoii  of  Gloatbiiig  for  the  OCoers  ftoj 
Allies  ibr  thdm  isd  the  M«Dy  may,  by  flome  Meene  or  other,  be 
obtained  so  as  to  leave  thia  Begiment  on  a  footing  with  the  Army. 
Yoor  Memorialist  has  the  Pleasure  to  assure  your  Ezoellenoyi 
That  notwithstandiu^  the  different  States,  Countries  and  Nations 
from  which  this  Regiment  has  been  raised,  yet  a  perfeot  Harmony 
and  a  general  Unanimity  has  always  subsist  amongst  the  OS- 
oera  as  well  as  a  most  passive  obedience  cultivated  among  the 
Soldiers: — and  further,  your  Jlemorialist  begs  Leave  to  assure 
your  Excellency,  that  he  should  not  do  Justice  to  the  Eegiment,  if 
he  did  not  add  on  this  Occasion^  ^l^^JL^o  ^^  ^^®  Honour  to  command 
as  good  a  Corps  as  any  in  the  American  Army.  It  is  hoped  and 
really  wished  tha^  the  Period  may  not  be  far  off  when  this  Regiment 
may  be  adopted  by  tb^ir  own — a  fourteenth  State  in  America. — 
Yonr  Memorialist  therefore  humbly  prays  your  Excellency  will 
please  to  take  the  Case  of  this  Regiment  into  Consideration,  and 
direct  or  rs^ommend  lo  Congrese  a. remedy  by  which  the  Officers 
.  and  Soldiers  may  be  on  a  fooling  with  the  Army. 
-  That  in  Point  of  Clothiug  and  Supplies  for  the  Regiment  your 
Memorialist  beg^  Leave  to  propose,  That  the  Commanding  Officef, 
Paymaster,  or  some  other  Person,  may  be  empowered  to  purchase 
such  Articlea  of  Clothing  and  Supplies,  or  Refreshments  as  are  or 
may  be  furnished  to  the  other  Troops,  and  in  like  Proportion,  and 
that  they  may  be  issued  out  or  delivered  to  the  Officers  and  Men  in 
the  same  Manner  as  have  been,  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be,  to 
.other  Continental  Troops,  at  the  same  or  like  Discounts}— that  the 
Extra  Pdces  and  Amount  of  all  such  Clothing  and  Supplies  may  be 
paid  from  Time  to  Time  from  the  Military  Chest; — that  a  particular 
Account  may  be  kept  of  all  such  Issues  or  Deliveries,  and  rendered 
to  such  Persons,  and  as  often,  as  may  be  directed,  in  order  that  the 
Amount  of  the  Extra  Cost  of  all  such  Goods  so  delivered  may  be  by 
the  Public  a  Charge  against  the  several  and  respective  States,  as 
issued  to  the- Officers  and  Men  which  they  have  Credit  for  in  their 
several  and  respective  Quotas }  and  that  such  a  Part  as  may  be 
issued  and  delivered  to  the  Canadian  Volunteers  be  a  Charge  against 
the  Public  ii  large  until  a  final  Settlement,  which  appears  to  you^ 
Memorialist  the  only  Method  hs  which  common  Justice  may  be 
done  to  the  whole,  and  that  all  tne  Soldiers  of  the  Regiment  may 
be'  served  at  One  and"  the  satiae  Time  with  such  Refreshment  as  may 
be  allowed  them,  which  wUl  naturally  tend  to  Quiet  the  Minds  of 
the  Soldiers,  and  promote  Harmony  in  the  Regiment ;  for  Soldiers' 
who  serve  together  ought  to  serve  on  one  and  the  same  footing;  any 
Thing  to  the  contrary  has  been  found  by  Experience  t6  be  Subver- 
sive of  that  good  Order  and  Military  Discipline-  wiiieh  ougbt  to  be 
preserved;  for  these  Reasons,  your  Excellency's  Memorialist  was 
obliged  to  stop,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Officers  of  the  Regiment, 
^four  Mon^  Pay  to  the.  Officers  raised  apd  Soldiers  inlisted  from 
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Gonneoiiinit,  and  by  the  Le^blative  Body  of  tliat  State  ordered  to 
be  paid  to  thenii  which  remains  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  Paymaster. 
Yoor  Exoellenoy's  Memorialist  will,  as  in 

Duty  bonnd,  ever  pray^ 

MOSES  HAZEN  * 
Camp,  Peeks-Eill, ) 
Nov  30th,  1779.        J 

Copy. 


CiRcuLAB  OF  Congress,  1779. 

(Circular.) 

Secretary's  Office,  Nor  20«»,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  yon  a  dnplicate  of  an  act  of 
Congress  passed  the  16<^  March,  I778,f  the  ntility  of  which  is 
apparent :  And  as  it  may  be  proper  and  necessary  that  yon  should 
be  informed  of  the  several  acts  and  proceedings  of  Congress,  I  have 
herewith  sent  yon  a  copy  of  their  Journal  from  the  first  of  January 
last,  and  shall  continue  to  send  you,  from  time  to  time,  their  weekly 
publications.  On  the  other  hand,  as  a  communication  of  your  acts 
may  be  advantageous,  and  lodging  them  in  this  office  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  delegates  of  the  other  States,  beneficial  to  the  union, 
and  tend  to  facilitate  the  transmitting  to  posterity  the  rise  and  pro- 
gress of  these  infant  States,  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  you  to 
transmit  to  this  office  a  copy  of  the  constitution  or  form  of  government 
adopted  by  your  State  upon  the  declaration  of  Independence,  and  of 
all  the  public  acts  passed  by  your  Legislature  since  that  period.  If 
you  can  add  any  pamphlets  or  documents  relative  to  the  controversy 
and  revolution,  they  shall  be  carefully  deposited  and  preserved,  and 
thereby  you  may  do  an  acceptable  service  to  your  posterity,  and 
oblige,  Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

.     CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
Directed. 

(On  public  service.) 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
IndonemerU. 
Bead  in  CouncU  De<f  3, 1779. 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 

«  See  Col.  Kec.,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  216. 

t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  Xn.,  p.  188,— also,  Arohhrei,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  865,«-A 
261ofVoLVn. 
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Thomas  Painb  to  Coukcil,  1779. 

In  Asaembly,  Nov  20**,  1779. 
On  MotioD)  Resokedy  That  the  reaolntion  of  this  Hoiue  of  the 
18*^  Inatanty  on  the  propNoeition  to  be  made  to  the  State  of  Gon- 
neotiGat  respeeting  the  Claims  of  the  two  Statea  to  the  land  in  dispute, 
he  eopied  and  sent  to  the  Supreme  Exeeutive  Counoil,  requesting 
that  Hon^**  Board  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  GoTemment  of 
Connecticat^ 

Extaotfrom  the  Minutes. 

THOMAS  PAINE, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Dintted. 

His  Ezeelleney,  Joseph  Aeed,  President  of  the  Supreme  Exeeu- 
tive  GoundL 
Indaned. 
Bead  in  Couneil  N<vv  24;  1779. 

T.  M.,  See'y. 


CoL.  Daniel  B&odhbad  to  Archibau)  Stebl,  1779. 

Head  Quarters^ 

Pittsburgh,  Nor  22*,  1779. 
Sir, 

It  appearing  to  me  tp  be  indispensibly  neoessary  that  a  Namber 
of  Troops  should  be  thrown  into  the  house  where  Edward  Ward  and 
Thomas  Smallman,  £aq",  at  present  dwell,  to  assist  in  defenoe  of 
this  post  should  an  attack  be  made  upon  it  by  the  Ensttiyi  and  as  it 
will  doubtless  be  disagreeable  to  them  to  oontinue  in  the  boose, 
where  a  sufficient  number  of  soldiers  are  quartered  for  its  defence ; 
jou  will  please  to  give  them  notice  to  provide  other  quarters  if  they 
think  proper,  on  four  days  notice — I  have  already  offered  them  tb 
rooms  which  I  occupy,  and  you  may  assure  them  they  are  still  wel-  ^ 
come  to  remove  into  them  if  they  cannot  otherwise  be  accommodated 

DANIEL  BRODHBAD. 
Coh  Command'g  W.  D«. 
To  Arehb'  Steel,  Esq.,  P.  Q.  M.  G. 

Head  Quarters, 

Pittsburgh,  Nov.  24»,  1779. 
The  Maryland  Corps  is  to  be  stationed  in  the  house  occupied  by 
Edward  Ward  and  Tho*  Smallman,  Esq",  for  the  defence  of  the 
Garrison. 
A  Utie  Copy. 
Jo'  L.  Finley,  M.  B. 

*  Not  found--^e  Col.  Kec.,  Vol.  XII.,  page  177. 
Vol.  VnL~2 
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Col.  Daniel  Bbodhbad,  to   Pbbs.  Bbsd,  1779. 

Pittsburgh  Not.,  22',  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Delaware^^hiefs  oame  here  a  few  days  ago  and  iDtend  to  wait 
upon  CongresB  to  complain  of  their  failure  of  a  promise  that  they 
would  supply  the  Indians  with  goods  but  as  I  know  their  Joi\rney 
would  require  an  Escort  &  otherwise  be  attended  with  mush  Bzpenoe, 
I  prevailed  on  them  to  put  it  off  until  Spring.  The  poor  wretches 
are  quite  destitute  of  Cloathing  and  unless  some  speedy  supply  is 
'  afforded  them  they  will  of  neoessity  be  compelled  to  join  the  Enemy 
on  any  terms  or  perish.  They  inform  me  that  the  Enemy  at  Detroit 
have  refused  to  supply  the  Wyandots  with  OJothing  because  they 
httve  entered  into  a  treaty  of  amity  with  us  and  that  the  Chiefs  oif 
that  Nation  will  soon  be  here  to  see  if  we  can  furnish  them.  I  shall 
be  much  troubled  with  them  as  well  as  the  Dslawavetand  I  sincerely 
wish  their  wants  could  be  relieved  by  the  public  especially  as  no 
loss  could  accrue  where  peltry  is  taken  in  Exchange  for  the  Goods. 
The  Delawares  make  great  promises  of  joining  me  on  a  future  Ex. 
pedition  and  its  highly  probable  I  shall  put  them  to  the  test  before 
Spring. 

The  different  staff  departments  here  are  out  of  money  and  of  Cred- 
it and  if  they  are  not  suddenly  supplied  I  shall  dread  the  consequen- 
ces. 

My  next  Letter  to  you  will  probably  be  wrote  at  a  great  distance 
from  here.  I  expect  to  strike  at  the  root  of  the  Evil  to  this  fron- 
tier before  Spring  and  then  will  promise  myself  the  Happiness  to 
see  you  and  the  other  Gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  the  Honor  to 
be  acquainted. 

Give  me  leave  to  beg  you  will  present  my  very  respeetfull  Com-^ 
pliments  to  Oo^  Jolin  Bayard.     I  requested  Co'  Stephen  to  write 
to  him  but  he  shook  his  Head  I  fear  he  thinks  his  Cousin  has  been 
eardess  about  keeping  up  his  correspondence. 
I  With  the  most  perfect  regard  and  esteem 

I  have  the  U/onot  to  be  your  Excellencies  most 
obed*  hum"'  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Beed  Esq. 
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GoL  Maithiw  Smixh  to  Pbeb.  Besd,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  hsve  Joflft  B«toni'  from  Nortbnmberland  County  and  am  in 
Oood  health,  I  hope  to  be  at  Pbil*  in  two  weeks  or  less,  nothing  late- 
]j  haa  happened  in  that  Quarter;  aboat  3  Weeks  Past  a  Certain 
James  Clark  was  killed  &  Scalped,  it  is  a  Matter  of  Donbt  whether 
it  was  Done  bj  Indians — it  is  my  oppinion  it  was  not,  as  Nnmbera 
of  hnnters  haye  been  ont,  a  Great  way  up  both  Branches  and  not  the 
least  sign  or  trace  of  Indians  since  Gen.  Snllivan  &  the  army  Re- 
turned. Capt%  John  Harris  will  Deliver  this,  he  means  to  Apply  for 
the  Prothonotary  office  of  that  County,  as  his  Brother  is  Seated  in 
Baltimore  &  means  to  continue  there,  the  People  Complain  it  has  not 
been  Conducted,  for  the  Good  of  the  County  in  that  family,  he  ap- 
plj'  to  me  to  Write  with  him,  I  wrote  what  I  Believe  will  be  found 
to  be  facts,  if  it  is  agreeable  to  Council  to  Give  the  Commission,  I 
have  not  the  least  objection — as  my  Acquaintance  with  the  fimily 
is  long  &  intimate  and  I  am  Clear  he  is  Capable  to  Do  the  Duty  of 
that  office. 

I  am  with  the  Greatest  Begard  your  Most 
Obed'  and  very  hum'l«  Serv*. 

Paxtang  Nov.  24  1779.  MATIV  SMITH. 

JXrected 

His  Bzoellency  Jo^  Beed  Esq.  Pres*  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Favonre*  by  Capt*  Harris. 


Sect.  Matlack  to  William  Rowan,  Sheriff,  1779, 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  25, 1779. 
Sir, 

Enclosed  is  a  warrant  for  the  Execution  of  the  sentence  of  the  ourt 
of  your  county  on  James  Boyd,  Henry  Trout,  Nath.  Patton,  George 
Flitzer  and  Thomas  Peadly — ^Also  a  reprieve  for  the  said  George 
Flitxer  and  a  pardon  tor  Thomas  Peadly. 

The  further  determination  of  the  Council  respecting  Flitzer  will 
be  communicated  to  you  in  doe  time;  but  it  will  be  prudent  in  ^ou 
not  to  execute  the  said  Flitser,  even  after  the  expiration  of  the  time 
of  his  reprieve,  unless  you  hear  from  them. — I  give  yoa  this  precau^ 
Uon  in  so  vejy  important  an  affair,  lest  a  pardon  may  happen  to  be 
debyed  by  some  unavoidable,  or  unforseen  accident 
I  am  with  due  respect. 

Your  very  humble  Servant. 

T.  M.,  Secy.* 
William  Bowan  Esq,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Tork. 

•  0€cCoL  Reo.,  Tol.  XII.,  p.  178. 


M  PENNSFLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1779* 

Prss.  BxsPy  TO  CovMissioNEKS  ITOB  Pbocuring  Salt,  1779. 

Pa  Wot.  26%  1779. 
Gcnf, 

This  being  tbe  Day  appointed  for  the  Rcdeli?erj  of  the  Salt  remain- 
ing on  Hand  to  the  several  Owners,  the  Council  request  It  may  be 
done  in  Proportion  to  the  Quantities  delivered  jou.  And  that  jou. 
will  endeavour  to  procure  an  Ace*,  of  the  Charges  &  Expenses  of  all 
kind  attending  the  service,  which  you  will  also  send  to  M'.  Turn- 
bull  in  order  that  he  maybe  enabled  to  fix  the  Prioe  of  the  Flour  re- 
ceived for  public  Use. 

I  am  also  to  convey  to  yon  (and  I  do  it  with  great  Satisfaction) 
the  thanks,  of  the  Council  for  your  Care,  Attention  &  Service  in 
this  Business. — When  the  love  of  our  Country  &  Zeal  for  its  In- 
terests seems  almost  extinguished  by  Selfish  Pursuits  &  inordinate 
Thirst  of  private  Oain,  it  cannot  but  give  great  Pleasure  to  a  con- 
siderate Mind  to  find  that  in  a  public  exigence  we  have  Resources  in  < 
the  Virtue  &  Spirit  of  our  Citizens  which  our  Enemies  have  vainly 
hoped  would  never  be  found  again, 

I  am  Gen^  with  much 
Regard  &  Esteem';  ^ 

Your  Obedt  Hbble. 
Indorsement^ 

To  Commissioners  for  procuring  Salt  in  the  City  &  LiberticB  of 


Capt.  Jno,  Paul  Schott  to  Council,  1779. 

The  Honourable  Council. 

Oentlemen, 

I  am  a  Hessian  Bom,  by  Inclination,  as  well  as  duty  bonihl  an 
American  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  a  Capt*  in  the  Continental  Army 
ever  since  the  6**  day  of  November  1776.  I  had  the  Misfortune  to 
be  taken  Prisoner  on  the  26*>'  of  June  1777,  in  the  Battle  of  Short 
Hills,  where  I  suffer'd  the  greatest  Cruelty  man  ooud  Suffer.  I  was 
struck,  kick'd  abused  and  almost  perished  for  Hunger;  At  that 
time  I  was  offer'd  one  thousand  pounds  and  a  Majority  in  the 
Enemy's  New  Levies,  but  I  despised  their  offer,  and  was  determined 
to  suffer  death  before  I  would  betray  the  Cause  I  was  Engaged  in, 
Relying  on  the  Country's  Generosity  to  Reward  me  for  my  Grievan- 
es.     When  I  was  Exchanged  I  got  the  Comnuind  of  that  Corps  I 
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now  Command.  I  made  frequent  application  to  the  Hononnble 
Board  of  War,  to  ^rant  me  tbe  Rank  of  a  Major,  and  liberty  to 
Inlist  Men  and  rai>e  that  Gorpe  again  to  its  former  Strength,  bj 
which  I  thought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  take  satiafaetion  of  the 
Enemy  in  an  Honourable  way,  for  the  III  usage  I  received  whefl  a 
prisoner,  which  I  would  haye  done,  or  died  in  the  attempt,  but  was 
always  refused,  haying  had  no  opportunity  to  Distinguish  myself  I 
was  even  left  oat  of  the  Arrangement  of  the  Line  with  the  rest  of 
the  offieers  in  this  Corps.  I  stiU  thoasht  that  I  was  entitled  to  the 
hefi^i  of  the  provision  made  by  yoor  Honours,  for  the  Officers  snd 
Soldiers  in  the  line,  but  Sending  Capt"  Selin  to  your  Honours  lately 
with  a  Return  of  the  State  of  Uie  Corps,  you  was  pleas'd  to  write 
the  following  to  the  Honourable  Boird  of  War.  That  the  more 
liberal  tho  provision,  the  more  necessary  it  was,  that  it  should  be 
Distributed  with  oeconomy  and  prudence.  That  your  Honours 
could  not  think  of  Settling  the  States  with  the  Support  of  officers 
who  had  but  little  more  than  nominal  Commands,  but  at  the  same 
time  that  you  was  willing  to  'provide  for  us  on  a  Scale  consisting 
with  the  public  Service,  if  therefore  the  Men  coud  be  Inlisted  for 
the  War,  and  all  couM  be  thrown  into  one  Company  and  annexed 
to  the  line  of  the  State,  that  you  was  then  Inclined  to  provide  for 
ui^  and  the  Supernumerary  Officers  be  disposed  of  as  in  other  Cases, 
or  be  left  to  the  puUiek  at  large,  As  for  my  own  part  I  apply  to 
the  Honoarable  Major  Gkneral  Sullivan,  B*  General  Hand,  Maxwell 
and  others,  under  whose  Command  I  had  the  Honour  to  serve,  that 
I  always  had  more  than  Nominal  Command  but  leaving  it  Intirely' 
to  your  Honours  Judgment  to  Dispose  of  the  Corps  as  you  think 
proper,  and  a  fiivourable  line  horn  you  will  for  ever  Oblige. 
Tour  Honours  Most  Obedient 

and  Most  Humble  Serv% 

JOHN  P.  SOHOTT,  Caj^. 
Garrisson,  Wyoming,  Nov'  26*\  1779, 
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Col.  B.  Flower  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1779, 

Phila*.  26  Nov,  1779. 
His  EzoelleDcy  Joseph  Reod  Esq'. 
Hon*  Sir, 

I  have  for  some  time  past  forborne  troubleing  your  Ezoellenoyi 
being  unwilling  to  take  op  your  time  from  more  important  matters) 
bat  now  find  it  necessary,  embolden'd  by  your  known  Beneroleaed 
and  my  own  ezperienoe  of  your  kind  attention  towards  me  in  former 
Instanoes ;  I  hope  will  plead  my  excuse  for  the  present  intrusion, 
while  I  Relate  a  few  facts  Relative  to  the  Reg^  of  Artillery  and 
Artificers  which  I  have  the  honor  of  Commanding. 

Oa  the  2*  October  last^  I  presented  to  the  lion'  House  of  Assem- 
bly, a  Memorial,  praying  to  have  my  Reg*  taken  in  as  part  of  the 
Quotas  of  the  Troops  of  the  State  of  Fensylvania,  agreeable  to 
Resolve  of  the  Hon^  Congress  of  15*^  March  last.  Copies  of  which 
I  have  inclosed  for  your  Excellency's  perusal,  and  beg  leave  to 
Refer  you  to  the  bearer  Major  Gortelowe  for  further  infoxmation 
Relative  to  our  Claims. 

On  seeing  the  Act  of  Assembly  Relating  to  the  Pensylvania 
Troop»-^-affain  pnbUsh'd  for  consideration  in  the  Packet  of  yester* 
diay — by  which  I  observe  my  Reg*  is  still  excluded,  owing  I  presume 
to  my  Memoriab  not  being  produced  and  Read  a  second  time— or 
that  the  Hon^  House  have  thought  proper  to  Refer  the  matter  to 
your  Excellency,  And  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State 
as  by  the  last  paragraph  in  said  Act  in  consequence  thereof,  I  beg 
^our  Excellency's  assistance  in  the  premiseft--Should  any  further 
information  Relative  to  the  said  Rec*  be  necessary,  I  shdl  at  all 
times  be  Ready  to  produce  them.  Mj  present  Ul  state  of  Health 
prevents  my  haveing  the  Honor  of  waiting  on  you  in  person.  It 
would  take  up  too  much  of  your  Bxcellenoy's  time  to  enumerate 
Circumstances  that  justify  our  Claim — Suffice  it  to  say — that  this 
|>art  of  my  Reg*  enumerated  in  the  Rolls  produced — ^were  all  raised 
in  this  State  three  years  ago  (by  order  of  his  Excellency  Gen* 
Washington)  except  the  Recruits  since,  at  the  expence  of  the  United 
States,  who  have  paid  and  Cloathd  them  ever  since,  and  they  ^*  are 
allowed  by  Congress  the  same  Bounty,  Cloathing  and  every  other 
benefit  allowed  to  the  Continental  Artillery,  the  Officers  the  same 
pay  as  other  officers  of  eaqual  Rank  in  the  Continental  Artillery'' 
and  have  been  taught  to  expect  all  other  benefits  allowed  to  other 
Troops  Rais'd  in  this  State,  therefore  hope  we  shall  not  be  excluded, 
that  part  of  my  Reg*  stationed  at  Springfield  in  New  England  in 
Masachusets  Bay  enjoy  all  the  benefits  allowed  by  that  State  to 
their  other  Troops — the  usefullness  of  this  Corps  is  too  well  Known 
to  Require  any  thing  to  be  said  in  their  favor  here. 

*  See  page  249  of  Vol.  VII.  t  ^^  helow. 
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I  sball  rest  assured  your  Excellency  will  do  ns  eTery  Justice 
And  have  the  Honor 

to  be  yonr  most  Obed* 

Very  Ham>  8enr«, 

BENJ.  FLOWER,  Cd*. 
Artil'&  Artifioeni. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'  President  of  the  Sspreem 
Executive  Council  &a,  &o.|  Pre8^ 
Col.  B.  Flower. 


MXMOAIAL  09  B.  FliOWBE  TO  AsflBMBLT,  1779. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
OommoHwealth  of  PenslWania  in  (General  Assembly — the  Memorial 
of  Benjamin  Flower,  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  of  AxtQlery  Artificers 

^Humbly  sheweth, 

That,  on  the  15<^  March  last,  the  HonHhe  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  Resolved,  that  the  Officers,  non  commissioned,  and  Soldiers, 
bebns;inff  to  the  Corps  of  Ligh*  Dragoons,  Artillery  and  Infantry, 
and  the  Corps  of  Artillery  Artificers,  commissioned  and  Inlisted  for 
Arse  Tears,  or  during  the  War,  not  being  part  of  the  eigbty«^ighl 
Battalions  originally  apportioned  for  the  States,  should  be  considered 
as  part  of  the  quotas  of  the  several  States  to  which  they  did  or  should 
belong  as  eommissioned  or  inlisted,  and  credited  accordingly. — 
That  your  memorialist  is  informed  the  purpose  of  the  resolve  was  to 
procure  to  the  corps  above  mentioned,  the  particular  allowance  of 
Cloathingy  refresbments  and  all  other  benefits  given,  or  which  should 
be  given,  by  the  several  States  to  their  proper  quotas  of  Troops — That 
your  memorialist  observes  in  the  Bill  now  depending  before  your  Hon. 
House,  intitled,  "  An  Act  for  the  more  effectiial  sapply,  and  Hon- 
orable reward  of  the  Pen«ylvania  Troops  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America" — Col.  Proctor's  Reg*  of  Artillery  (One  of 
the  Corps  to  which  the  above  mentioned  resolve  refers) — is  expressly 
comprehended,  that  the  Corps  of  Artillery  Artificers  under  the 
Command  of  your  Memorialist,  is  Engaged  to  serve  during  the  War, 
(a  few  men  excepted,  who  are  inlisted  for  three  years  only,)  and  by 
another  resolve  of  Congress  passed  the  11  Fcb'y,  1778;  are  promised 
every  benefit  allowed  by  Congress  to  the  Continental  Artillery ;  that 
the  Corps  of  Artillery  artificers,  from  the  nature  of  their  service,  are 
unavoidably  excluded  from  the  Honors  as  weU  as  the  Dangers  of  the 
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fields  have  yet  in  like  manner  with  other  Officers  and  SoldterSi 
'^Sacrafioed  private  considerations  to  the  public  good/'  haveing 
devoted  their  whole  time  to  the  Service  of  the  States,  for  a  scanty 
pay  hy  no  means  adequate  to  their  support,  in  consequence  of  which 
many  have  been  and  are  much  distress' d,  and  others  mvolved  in  debt 
— ^That  this  Corps  have  chearfully  borne  ail  these  inconveniencesi 
hardships  and  losses,  thinking  themselves  closely  connected  with  the 
direct  Military  Line  of  the  Army,  subject  on  any  emergency  to  take 
the  Field,  (For  which  they  have  been  practised  accordingly,  as  well  in 
the  management  of  Cannon  as  small  Arms,)  and  intitled  to  the  same 
rewards  as  other  Officers  and  Soldiers  faithfully  serveing  the  United 
States : — and  that  if  the  Corps  should  now  be  excluded  from  the 
benefits  granted  by  the  State  to  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  it  will  damp 
the  Zeal  of  both  the  Officers  and  men  in  the  common  cause,  and 
probably  end  in  the  resignation  of  the  former,  and  discontent,  neglect 
of  duty,  and  desertion  of  the  latter.  Your  Memorialist  therefore 
begs  leave  to  submit  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  your  Honorable 
House  to  decide  whether  such  of  the  Corps  of  Artillery  Artificers  as 
belong  to  this  State  may  not  with  propriety  claim  and  be  intitled  to 
the  tSnefits  they  have  been  taufht  to  expect,  and  which  are  now 
proposed  to  be  given,  by  the  bill  before  mentioned,  to  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  in  uie  Pennsylvania  Line. 

BENJ.  FLOWER,  CoL  Ay.  A. 
2  October,  1779,  Phila*. 

(Copy.) 


PbBS.   RbED  to  OoilMISSIOlTBRS  FOR  PROCtTRING  SaLT,  1779. 

Coonml  Chambor, 

Nov.  27, 1779. 

Sir, 

In  Answer  to  your  letter  this  day  respecting  salt  taken  during 
the  City  Committee  which  has  been  laid  before  the  Council,  I  am 
to  inform  you  &  the  other  Commissioners  that  the  Bedelivery  can 
only  be  extended  to  these  Persons  whose  Salt  was  received  by  you 
under  the  Authority  of  this  Board.  If  any  Salt  was  delivered  over 
to  you  by  the  Committee  so  as  to  compose  a  Part  of  the  Stock  in 
your  Hands  &  it  can  be  ascertained  such  Persons  would  be  entitled 
to  receive  a  proportionate  Part  of  the  Salt  remaining.  But  there  is 
a  material  diffisrence  between  the  case  of  Persons  whose  Salt  was  taken 
in  Pursuance  of  our  Authority  and  that  delivered  before  to  any  other 
Persons  acting  in  any  publick  Line,  the  latter  having  been  a  voluntas 
ry  Offer  on  the  Part  of  the  Holders  of  the  Salt  &  which  we  should 
not  expect  they  would  now  reclaim — whereas  the  other  was  a  com« 
pulsory  Measure  adopted  in  a  publick  Exigence — ^If  any  Difficulty  arises 
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irbieh  catinot  be  otherwise  settled.    The  Time  in  which  the  Ofatnge 
was  Blade  is  in  this  case  material. 

Mr.  Mease  has  an  Order  from  the  Board  on  the  Treasurr  for  the 
foil  Amonnt  of  his  Salt  as  had  Mr.  Fitiimons  for  the  first  Faroel. 

Should  there  be  any  Persons  who  haye  reoeired  tiietr  Money  Care 
most  be  taken  that  npon  the  Betom  of  the  Salt  there  should  be  a 
proportionate  Repayment. 
Indonedj 

To  Mr.  Bobert  Aitken^  Seo'y  to  Commi*;  Ac 


Col.  Samurl  Hukter  to  Pres.  Reso,  1779. 

Simbory  NoTember  27th  1779. 
Sir, 

Yours  of  the  ?  0th  nit,  I  received  informing  me  of  What  you  had 
done  in  Regard  of  procuring  some  Troops  for  the  Safety  of  this  coun- 
ty, in  Consequence  of  which  the  Board  of  War  has  ordered  the  Ger- 
man Regiment  that  was  at  Wyoming  to  this  place,  and  desired  the 
commanding  Officer  to  advice  with  me  in  Stationiog  his  troops  in 
such  manner  and  places  as  would  be  deemed  most  proper  for  the 
Protection  of  the  Inhabitants  and  the  security  of  his  men.  When  the 
Col,  of  the  Regiment  and  I  met  upon  this,  I  found  the  number  he 
had  not  sufficient  to  Garris  the  different  posts  I  made  mention  of  to 
htm,  Which  I  thought  would  give  the  most  Effectual  support  and 
protection  to  the  distressed  Inhabitants,  Was  to  Rebuild  Fort  Muncy 
and  (garrison  it  with  one  Hundred  men^  twenty  five  men  at  Fort 
Jenkins,  a  seijents  Guard  at  Boslys  mills  on  Uhilisquake  and  an- 
other Seij*"  Guard  at  Titzols  mills  in  Buffiiloe  Valy  and  the  remain- 
der where  the  Commanding  Officer  resided,  as  I  was  informed  the 
Regiment  consisted  of  two  Hundred  men  but  instead  of  that  num- 
ber, there  was  but  one  Hundred  &  twenty  Effective  men  Exclusive 
of  Ofi^rs,  that  we  had  but  sixty  men  to  Order  out  to  tho  Frontiers, 
as  the  Commanding  Officer  is  Resolved  to  keep  the  one  Half  with 
himself  in  Sunbury  to  Relieve  the  Others  Monthly  so  that  there  is 
but  forty  men  at  Montgomerys  Fort  twelve  miles  on  this  side  Fort 
Munoy  &,  twenty  men  at  Fort  Jenkins,  Captain  Kemplen  and  his  com- 
pany of  Rangers  which  consists  of  fourteen  men  is  stationed  at  Mio- 
egers  plaoe  on  the  west  Branch  about  seventeen  miles  from  Sunbury, 
Kemplen  has  recruted  some  men  lately  for  six  months,  which  I 
would  be  desirous  to  know  if  its  agreeable  to  Council  he  should  re- 
crute  for  that  time. 

The  5^^  Inst,  there  vas  one  James  Clark  Killed  and  scalped  up 
at  Mnney  Cre^  (he  wae  found  the  same  day,)  and  Various  are  the 
conjectures  whether  he  was  Killed  by  the  Savages  or  some  of  our  Owen 
people,  as  no  Signs  of  any  Indians  or  discoverys  of  any  known  Enemy 
being  on  our  Borders  at  that  time,  by  the  BeooBoitering  party  we  had 
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onty  but  I  hope  now  by  the  snow  falling  pritj  deep,  it  will  put  a 
stop  to  the  Savages  from  making  inroads  on  oar  frontiers  till  towards 
Spring,  and  as  there  is  no  aooonnt  of  any  Indians  eomeing  from  the 
Northward  to  sue  for  peace,  in  the  Distressed  Condition,  People 
would  imagine  they  mnst  be  in,  seems  Very  strange  which  makes  me 
afraid  they  are  meditating  something  cruel  against  car  Frontiw 
Countys  Early  in  the  next  spring,  bat  I  trost  in  Ck>d  it  may  not  be 
the  case. 

I  am  sir  with  Great  Esteem  yonr  Ezcellencys 

most  Obed.  &  very  Hamble  Servt 

SAM.  HUNTER  L*.  N.  0. 

Directed^ 

His  Ezeellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'  President  of  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Wm.  Henry  to  Pbes.  Rked,  1779. 

Lancaster,  November  27, 1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  informed  one  John  Musser  of  this  Town  has  lately  purchased 
a  Tract  of  land  of  about  500  Acres,  commonly  known  by  the  Name 
of  the  Conestoga  Manner,  of  John  Penn,  late  Governor,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  nine  Pounds  the  Acre  hard  Money.  At  the  Time  the 
Lands  in  this  part  of  the  province  was  purchased  of '  the  Delaware 
Indians  this  was  Reserved  and  a  Deed  was  made  to  them  and  their 
Heirs,  &c.,  the  Indians  who  resided  on  it  were  killed  by  a  Number 
of  People  in  a  former  war  and  the  Deed  fell  into  the  hands  of  John 
Hay,  tnen  Sheriff  of  Lancaster  County,  who  delivered  the  same  to 
Mr.  John  Penn. — ^Thb  piece  of  Land  was  afterwards  claimed  by  Sir 
William  Johnston  in  behalf  of  the  Heirs,  in  Conseqnence  of  which 
the  use  of  the  Land  was  given  to  Mr.  Thomas  Barton  who  is  gone 
over  to  the  Enemy.  Mrs.  Susana  Wright  could  give  I  believe  a 
more  satisfactory  Account  of  this  Afl^r  than  I  can.  It  may  be  pro- 
per perhaps  to  enquire  into  this  Affair.  I  have  therefore  thought  it 
my  Duty  to  give  all  the  Information  I  have  been  able  to  collect. 

I  am  with  due  Respect,  ^ 

Sir^ 

your  obed't  hum.  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HBNRT. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 
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Qjsa.  John  AaMBTBONa  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Oariiale,  27lfa  Not.  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

Amongrt  the  few  newspapers  I  have  seen  since  my  return  to  tbia 
plaoe^  happily  one  fell  into  my  hands  which  conveyel  the  agreeable 
aeeonnt  of  year  Exeellenoies  re  election  to  the  Fresideney  of  the 
State,  whereby  my  wishes  are  naturally  ezolted  that  your  health  and 
happiness  &c.,  io.,  may  at  least  be  commensurate  with  your  pro* 
gresfdTe  administration. 

The  present  hoar  like  the  season  of  the  year  puts  on  a  sable  hne 
onr  disappointment  in  the  sooth  being  unfayorable  to  the  expectation 
of  an  early  Peaoe,  and  the  wild  depreciation  of  our  monev  still  more 
so  to  the  augmentation  &  support  of  our  army.  When  m  town  we 
fondly  hoped  that  some  quantity  of  flour  might  safely  have  been 
shipped  from  this  State  to  a  foreign  market^  but  on  ooming  into  the 
country  was  much  surprised  to  find  the  lightness  of  our  last  winters 
crops,  to  that  degree  that  many  farmers  thrash  out  five  dozen  of 
shoks  for  one  Budiel  of  wheat,  whereas  one  Doaen,  or  from  that  to 
eighteen  shaves  formerly  yielded  a  Bushel,  neither  is  the  weight  what 
it  usually  has  been.  This  defect  however  I  find  mueh  more  prevalent 
on  the  west  than  on  the  east  side  of  Susquehanna,  and  is  thought  to 
be  occasioned  by  the  Frost  and  afterward -a  mildue.  Yet  nothing  of 
this  kind,  nor  i^s  presumed  will  the  Law  either  be  able  to  deter  tho 
distillers  of  whisky  from  proceeding  too  far.  The  Laws  however  of 
the  late  session  of  Assembly  have  not  yet  reached  this  length,  which 
begins  to  occasion  some  complaint,  and  the  publick  highways  ia 
a  bad  situation  must  probably  now  lie  over  another  season— 
Whether  the  Majestrates  at  their  Oetob''  Sessions  wou'd  have  taken 
means  to  prevent  this  long  delinquency  I  cannot  tell,  their  last  ses- 
sions here  &  I  believe  also  at  York  being  totally  frustrated  by  the 
sitting  of  the  Sopream  Court  at  the  same  time,  which  'tis  to  be  hoped 
will  never  happen  again  otherwise  Vm  jpersuaded  tb  not  to  be  for- 
given. The  Assembly  have  done  right  in  fixing  on  five  instead  of 
seven  delegates  to  represent  them  in  Congress,  but  wrong  in  not 
varying  this  choice  in  two  instances,  as  Dr.  Shippen  &  myself  might 
with  equal  decency  &  propriety  have  been  left  out  thro'  infirmity, 
and  this  I  hope  may  stitl  he  thought  of  &  aoeomplbhed  at  the  next 
sitting  of  the  honse,  as  Integrity  alone  without  a  capacity  for  action 
&  attention  to  business  will  not  do. 

A  Lieutenant  k  some  subs  for  the  County  of  Cumberland  its  said 
are  now  wanting,  Coll.  Dunlap  lately  appointed  as  County  Lieut, 
having  declined  ^e  oflioe  and  wrote  to  some  members  of  Assembly 
in  favour  of  a  certain  Capt.  Thos.  Bachanan,  on  behalf  of  whom  I 
have  been  requested  to  write  your  Excellency.  Capt.  Buchanan  is 
one  of  the  reduced  officers  &  was  I'm  told  of  the  1st  Regt  of  this 
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state  oommanded  by  Coll.  Chambers.  I  have  but  a  small  aoquaint- 
ance  of  him  but  think  he  i^peara  pritty  well  A  baa  as  fu  as  I  have 
heard  a  good  character  among  hb  neighbours,  so  that  from  his  mili- 
tary knowledge  on  the  whole  I'm  of  opinion  He  may  fill  the  place  of 
County  Lieutenant  with  greater  accuracy  &  decorum  than  can  well 
be  expected  from  any  of  our  freeholders  less  acquainted  with  that 
kind  of  business,  he  is  young  ft  alert,  said  also  to  be  prudent  A  a  good 
Clerk,  from  bis  wishes  to  l^  appointed  I  presume  he  is  ftiendly  to 
Oovernm*  which  we  may  naturally  suppose  must  be  increased  from 
the  ties  of  the  office.  If  the  place  is  not  filled  up  it  may  if  you  please 
be  expedient  to  show  this  paragraph  to  Coll.  Bayard,  Mr.  Bryan  Ik 
Mr.  Efoge,  who  will  afterwards  use  their  pleasure. 

Our  army  before  this  time  I  presume  are  forming  New  Huts  for 
Qrs  and  you'l  probably  have  the  General  part  ot  the  winter  in  Town 
for  certain  purposes,  what  else  can  be  done  but  to  retrench  the  extra 
Expences  in  various  departments,  and  depend  on  the  Militia  of  the 
States  to  assist  the  army  thro'  the  ensuing  campaign  as  need  may 
require,  recruiting  by  enlistment  being  in  all  probability  now  im- 
practicable until  our  Onrreney  receive  a  very  different  &  standing 
value.  But  should  Enlisting  be  attempted,  the  redioulous  Idea  of  a 
large  nominal  Bounty  ought  to  be  rejected  as  injurious  in  the  end, 
nor  wou'd  it  even  be  rec'd  by  proper  men,  as  in  my  opinion  those 
only  will  inlist  who  from  a  preference  of  the  soldiers  life  to  that  of 
Labour,  knowing  they  will  be  Cloathed  ft  fed,  may  as  really  &  aa 
easily  be  obtained  on  a  moderate,  as  on  an  enormous  nominal  sum. 
If  you  think  this  opinion  may  be  of  any  use,  you  will  doubtless  com- 
municate it  to  the  General,  or  such  members  of  Congress  as  you  may 
think  proper.  Please  to  present  my  best  respects  to  your  Lady,  mj 
veneraole  old  friend  Mrs.  Pebert  ft  Miss  Polly  Bied,  colonel  Pettit 
if  convenient 

And  believe  me  dear 

with  great  truth  to  be  y 

Excellencies  most  respectful 

ft  Most  humble  Ser?ant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

I  find  my  son  has  lately  been  in  town  but  being  a  stranger  to  many 
characters  there  I  had  wrote  him  in  Octob'  on  whom  to  <^1,  but  find 
by  a  line  from  him  he  had  not  reod  them  letten  ft  was  obliged  to  re* 
turn  suddenly. 

JDirecUsd, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 
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Patrick  Rice  to  David  Faanss,  1779. 

EUsabeth  Town^  Daeeaber  401, 1779* 
Dearffir, 

Agreeable  to  my  frequent  late  advises  to  yon  from  New  Tork,  in- 
fbnning  tbat  jonr  presence  there  in  order  to  bare.a  personal  interview 
with  the  Commander  in  Chief,  to  settle  ft  agree  din  C^Nlun  prices  f6r 
the  Provisions  Sappl/d  the  British  Prisoners  as  Agent  to  the  Con- 
tractorsy  I  now  oonfirm  and  posonallj  repeat  to  yon,  it  u  the  express 
Order  ft  directions  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief  to  make  snch  Settlement  with  yon  only,  as  no  more  Certifi- 
eates  are  to  be  granted  as  nsnal^  and  I  now  find  tluit  it  is  intirely  oat 
of  my  power  to  do  any  thing  farther  in  Receiving  the  just  Consider^ 
ation  for  the  Amount  of  said  Provisions*  the  aooonnt  has  been  pro- 
perly passed  at  the  Commissary  Genends  Office  in  the  usual  way, 
and  farther  the  large  and  heavy  advance  yon  are  in  for  Contingencies 
to  the  sick,  wonnd^  ftc.,  is  acknowledged  to  be  right,  ft  furnished 
by  good  Authority,  but  for  the  same  reasons  as  before  mentioned  you 
Certainly  are  the  only  person  that  can  agree  upon  a  just  price  ft  due 
proportion  of  and  on  said  accounts;  Therefore  you  must  again  apply 
to  Authority  for  a  Pass  to  enable  you  directly  to  eome  into  flew 
Tork,  to  endeavor  to  put  an  end  to  the  said  heavy  ft  weighty  matten 
which  80  nearly  concerns  both  you  and  your  friends,  the  effects  of 
the  long  delay  ft  disappointments  I  have  no  occasion  to  repeat  as  you 
are  so  well  acquainted  with  all  the  disagreeable  Consequences  at- 
tending thereon,  and  it  is  my  firm  belief  that  a  Settlement  would 
then  be  made,  ft  we  return  home,  which  I  most  ardently  pray  for, 
A  pass  for  your  landing  in  New  York,  I  have  petitioned  for,  and  ob- 
tained. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you 

that  I  am  most  truly  ft  sincerely 

Dear  9ir,  yoar  meet  obed^ 

ft  very  hbbl  Servai^  ^ 

PATRICK  RICE. 
Directed^ 
David  Franks,  Esq.,  PLiladcIpLIa. 
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Wm.  ARMSTRONa  TO  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

To  hu  Exoellencj  Joseph  Beed^  Esq.,  and  Honourable  the  Su- 
preme Exeotttive  OonneiL 

William  Armstrong  presents  his  eompliments  requesting  the  sum 
of  Four  Thousand  pounds  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  workmen  & 
sundry  materials  purchased  for  the  Fortifications  on  the  Delaware, 
and  you'll  obligOi 

Tour  most  Obedient 

&  tery  HnmUe  Serv^ 

W.  A. 
December  Ist^  1779. 
Direciedf 
His  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  Preeident 


pRES»  Rbbd  to  Francis  Swainb,  1779. 

Tho'  the  Distribution  of  the  Officers'  Cloathing  eannot  be  imposed 
upon  you  as  a  Duty,  upon  the  strict  Line  of  jour  Appointment,  yet 
the  Supreme  Ezecutiye  Oounoil  repose  so  much  confidence  in  you  as 
to  believe  you  will  readily  undertake  it,  &  havipg  had  your  Service 
80  far,  may  depend  upon  your  completing  the  Business.  In 
which  you  will  please  to  observe  tho  following  Directions  :^- 

First.  The  Oloathing  being  packed  up  regimentally,  you  are  to 
be  careful  that  no  Box  or  Case  be  opened  but  in  the  Presence  of  the 
Pay  Master  of  the  Regiment,  to  which  it  is  directed  or  in  Case  of 
bis  Absence  to  some  Officer  nominated  for  that  Purpose  by  the 
Field  Officers. 

Secondly.  When  Articles  such  as  Hats,  Shoes,  are  pack'd  up 
together  you  are  to  divide  suoh  Articles  as  near  as  may  be  in 
Quality  ft  Quantity,  and  then  the  respective  Pay  Masters  to  draw 
Lots  for  them  so  divided. 

Thirdly.  As  there  is  a  Difference  in  the  Number  of  Officers  in 
the  Regiments,  each  Pay  Master  is  to  bring  with  him  a  List  corres- 
pondent to  that  sent  down  here,  upon  which  the  Cloathing  has  been 
prepared.  Noting  any  Alterations  by  Death  or  Resignation,  &  then 
each  Quarter  Master  is  only  to  take  as  many  Suits  of  Cloaths,  Hat^, 
&c.,  as  will  supply  each  Officer  completely  with  one  Suit,  agreeable 
to  the  Law  of  the  State  which  you  will  also  have  for  your  Guide. 
None  are  to  draw  but  those  specified  in  the  Law,  &  in  the  Manner 
therein  prescribed.  Whatever  is  left  after  this  you  are  to  reiserve  & 
render  on  Account  thereof  to  us. 
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Fourthly.  No  officer  can  draw  in  Virtue  of  toy  Nomiiittion  or 
Appointmoiit  merely,  bat  only  aooordiDg  to  the  Cominiwion  or 
Warrant  actually  held. 

Fifthly.  The  snrgson  of  Gol.  Frootor'a  Begiment  ha?ing  been 
irregolarly  appointedi  &  the  Mate  who  aerred  daring  the  Gampaiga 
&  war  retom^  as  the  Sor^n,  haying  received  a  Sait  of  Gloatha 
hore,  the  present  Sargpon  is  not  deeneid  intitled. 

Sixthly.  Boots  not  being  an  Article  directed  hj  Law,  One  Pair 
L)  to  be  considered  as  equivalent  to  three  Pair  of  Shoes  &  drawn 
accordingly.  The  Difficulty  of  procuring  proper  Cloth  has  prevented 
more  than  one  Pair  of  Breeches  to  be  forwarded,  but  Justice  will 
be  done  the  Officers  in  this  Respect. 

Seventhly.  Ton  are  to  take  Beceipts  from  each  Qr  Master,  rezcept 
for  the  General  Officers)  specifying  the  Number  of  Suits,  ShirtS| 
Hat8|  Shoes  or  Boots  k  other  Artides  delivered  to  him,  &  he  is,  in 
a  reasonable  Time,  to  return  you  a  Receipt  from  each  Officer  of  his 
Re^ment — ^returning  to  you  any  Surplus. 

£ighthly.  In  Case  of  any  Claims  made  which  are  doubtful  as  not 
being  within  the  express  Letter  of  the  Act  of  Assembly,  you  are  to 
reserve  them  for  the  Determination  of  the  Council,  agreeable  to  the 
last  Section  of  the  Law. 


Gbhl»  WASHoraTON  to  Prbs.  Bbsd,  1779. 

Head  Quarters,  Morris  Town, 

December  4*^  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  by 
the  conveyance  which  now  offers  by  Express,  that  Monday  the  20th 
Instant,  is  appointed  for  proceeding  in  the  trial  of  Major  Oenl. 
Arnold.  The  Court  Martial  will  sit  at  the  Camp,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Morris  Town.  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Matlack  and  informed  him 
of  these  circumstances,  and  I  request  the  favour  of  Your  Excellency 
to  oommanicate  notice  of  the  same  to  any  Witnesses  there  may  be 
besidee.  If  there  are  any  in  the  military  line,  and  I  am  inform'd 
of  them,  I  will  order  their  attendance,  or  if  there  are  any  under  this 
description  at  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia,  who  might 
possibly  go  from  thence  before  they  could  receive,  my  orders.  Con* 
gresa,  I  am  persoaded,  will,  upon  information  of  the  fact^  direct 
them  to  attend. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  Bxcellency's  most  obedient  ServS 

0-.  WA8HIN0T0N. 
Dtredecf, 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  ,Reed;  Esq.|  F^dent  of  the  State  of 
Penailtania.  f 

Q\  WASHINGTON. 
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Prbs.  Rbbb  to  Obnl.  Waahinoton,  1779. 

In  Ootmeil, 

Dec  4, 1779. 
Sir, 

Haviog  given  yon  fall  Information  in  a  former  Letter  of  the 
State  of  the  Gloathing  designed  for  the  Troops  of  Pennsjlvaniay  U 
will  not  he  neoessary  to  trouhle  yonr  Excell'  with  any  farther  Infor- 
mation. At  that  Time  it  was  not  known  that  the  Goats  received 
from  the  Board  of  War  were  actually  paok'd  np  &  cased  bo  as  to 
make  the  return  here  difficult  &  inconvenient,  out  being  desiroos 
to  obviate  every  Difficulty  &  answer  yonr  Wishes  intirdy  on  this 
Subject,  the  Council  have  resolved  that  the  Gloathing  so  delivered 
to  us  should  be  deemed  to  belong  to  the  United  States,  ft  be  nnder 
the  Direction  of  the  Clothier  General,  as  if  no  Delivery  bad  been 
made  to  the  Clothier  of  this  State.  Not  doubting  but  such  Dtree- 
tioDs  will  be  given  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  as  will  best  promote 
the  publiok  Interests.  Major  Swaine,  the  State  Clothier,  has  the 
Gloathing  nnder  his  Care  &  a  Copy  of  the  Resolution,  Which  he  will 
communicate  to  yonr  Excell'  &  obey  yonr  Orders  or  those  of  the 
Clothier  General  in  the  Disposal  of  the  2000  Coats,  being  the  whole 
we  received  from  the  Continental  Store. 

We  flatter  ourselves  this  Mode  of  obviating  any  Discontents  will 
be  quite  agreeable  to  your  Excelk,  ft  beg  you  to  believe  we  are  on 
all  Oceasions  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Your  Excell'ys  Obed.  ft  very  H'bble  Serv. 

Signed  in  Behalf  of  the  ConnoiL 


OAPTAiir   Thom's  Oahpbbll  to  OouKcuiy  1779. . 

To  the  Honourable  Members  in  Goonefil,  I  Beeg  Leav  to  nreoent  a 
true  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Col"  Broadhead,  Which  I  am  aristed  for,  and 
giv  som  Reasons  for  the  Warmth  Expressed  in  my  Letter.  Bdng 
ordered  by  Col*  Longhery  to  Maroh  my  Company  to  tbrC  Wallis,  1 
then  ai^Hed  to  Col"  Broadhead  for  horses  and  provision  to  transport 
My  Company  to  my  New  post  Was  Refused  SnppUes  of  every  kind; 
Likeways  teen  of  My  Men  Being  inlisted  into  theO  pennsylvanM 
Reg*,  Before  the  terms  of  their  inlistments  are  expired.  Nor  Wear 
the  Discharged  from  My  Company ;  the  ware  also  Detained,  and  Not 
Sufered  to  March  with  the  Company;  therefore  I  submit  My  Celf 
to  this  Honourable  Bord.  I  have  the  Hononr 
to  Be  your  obed* 

and  Homble  Sarv*, 

THO-  CAMPBELL,  Cap*. 
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Hed  Qnartere^  HanastowOy  Dec*  8*^  1779. 
Sir, 

I  wood  be  glad  to  know  by  What  athority  my  men  is  Detained ; 
or,  if  it  18  By  yonr  orders,  I  will  inform  yon  that  their  timea  ia  ff  ot 
out.  Neither  are  the  Diaeharffed ;  therefore  I  Reqmat  yon  WiU  send 
than  or  give  My  Sargeant  Liberty  to  Maroh  them  to  thia  place  to 
join  My  Company;  other  Ways,  I  will  Be  under  the  Needseaity  of 
Demanding  them  on  other  tearma,  as  their  inliatmenta  id  Not  agreable 
to  the  Begnlationa  of  the  army.  Yon  are  not  unaqoent'd  with  the 
artidea  of  War;  pleaae  to  Look  Sexion  Sixt,  article  third.  I  Wait 
yonr  answer,  agreeable  to  Which  I  Will  prooceed.  I  heave  the 
fioneor,  8ir^  to  be  yomr 

obedient  Sarv*, 

THO  CAMPBELL,  Capt, 
Direetedj 

To  His  Exeln'cy,  Joaeph  Beed,  preudent  in  Coiineil. 


MoKS.  Du  PoRTAiL  TO  Pbes.  Rbbb,  1779. 

Monia  Town^  December  12'^,  1779. 
Sir, 

Tonr  Exeellency  haa  been  pleaaed  at  my  passage  at  Philadelphia, 
to  make  me  the  promise  to  send  immediately  at  Camp  some  gnenetf^ 
of  the  Oonnsel  respecting  the  propoeal  which  I  made  to  levy  for  the 
State  of  Pensylvania,  one  of  the  Companies  of  Sappers  &  Miners 
which  are  to  be  formM.  I  am,  moreover,  in  the  necessity  to  know 
what  determination  the  Counsel  think  proper  to  take  on  that  Subject, 
and  should  be  infinitely  oblig'd  to  ycur  Excellency  to  inform  me  of 
it  by  writing. — M'  de  Caating,  my  aid  de  Camp,  whom  I  have  the 
honour  of  presenting  to  you,  will  take  the  charge  of  the  answer  of 
your  Excellenoy,  to  whom  he  may  also  give  all  the  details  rei^pocting 
that  Corps. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  Bespccti 
your  Excellency's 

The  most  humble  & 

most  obedient  Servant, 

DD  PORTAIL. 
Direeiedj 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State, 
PhiladelphU. 

♦  See  Vol.  VII.,  page  690. 
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Board  of  Wab'to   Prbs.  Bbed,  1779. 

Wm  Office,  Dwf  18, 1779. 
Sir, 

We  have  this  moment  reoeiyed  adyioe  from  GoL  BawIingB  that  ha 
will  have  a  eeoond  gatrd  ready  for  feouring  prieonerB  at  fort  Fred- 
erick, by  the  first  of  January  next  We  b^  year  Excelienoy  to 
inform  us  whether  Toa  can  favour  us  with  a  euard  of  militia  to 
escort  them  thither,  k  how  soon  ;  and  if  a  guard  can  be  furnished, 
we  request  one  may  be  ordered.  One  hundred  men,  including  offii- 
eers,  we  suppose  will  be  suffieient,  as  the  number  of  prisoners  will  be 
bat  about  four  hundred.  The  scarcity  of  provisions  &  wood  will 
render  it  extremely  difficult  to  support  the  prisoners  here,  and 
(as  wss  sugmsted  by  the  Oounoil)  are  urgent  inducements  for  their 
removal.  Col'  Rawlings  has  already  laid  in  provisions  for  them  at 
Fort  Frederick,  &,  wood  is  at  hand.  Their  remaining  here  would, 
therefore,  prove  doubly  injurious  to  the  Skates.  For  these  reasons, 
your  Excellency  will  permit  us  again  earnestly  to  request  that  the 
necessary  guard  may  oe  immediately  ordered  out. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
very  respectfully, 

your  Excellency^  s 

moM  obedient  servants. 

By  order  of  the  board, 

TIM.  PICKERma. 
IXreeted, 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq., 
War  Office. 


OoL.  Brodhbab  to  Prss.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Pittsburgh,  Betf  18th,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

lam  honored  with  your  several  favors  of  the  80th  October,*  &  the 
19th  &  20th  of  Novem'. 

I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  had  an  earlyer  information  re- 
specting the  Corps  of  Bangers,  But  being  uninformed  I  thought  it 
very  extraordinary  that  they  should  be  subsisted  out  of  the  public 
Magasines  k  yet  be  under  the  seperate  direction  of  a  County  Lieut. 
Those  companies  have  hitherto  been  stationed  at  Kittanning  (Fort 
Armstrong)  and  at  Pocketos  (Fort  Crawford)  but  as  the  Terms  of 

•  See  Vol.  Vn.,  page  771. 
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the  Men  were  nearly  expired  ft  the  Riyer  likely  to  close  witb  ice,  I 
ordered  the  IVoops  to  this  pkce  heoaum  I  apprehended  no  Danger 
from  the  Enemy  dnring  the  Winter  Season,  and  if  proviaions  luul 
been  Imd  in  at  those  poets  they  most  have  been  exposed  to  loss 
besides  it  would  have  been  qnite  impracticable  to  haye  supplied  them 
with  fresb  provimonsy  and  the  Qoarters  at  those  posts  were  too  nn« 
comfortable  for  naked  men.  For  though  the  State  have  provided 
the  Troops  with  Shoes  ft  Blankets  they  are  not  yet  arrived. 

Oapt.  Mclntire  certainly  was  deficient  in  not  informing  you  thai 
he  was  to  escort  up  such  Cloothing  as  the  State  $  the  B<Mird  of  war 
shonld  be  pleased  to  famish  for  the  Troops  in  this  District,  and  if 
my  Memory  serves  me  I  requested  him  to  inform  you  particularly  of 
his  errand. 

As  soon  as  I  knew  it  was  required  I  remitted  to  you  a  return  of 
my  Regiment  whieh  I  hope  you  have  received,  and  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you  that  notwithstanding  the  high  Bounty  given 
by  our  neighbours  the  Yirginians,  I  have  lately  recruited  upwards  of 
twenty  men  and  they  have  not  recruited  half  that  number.  Indeed 
I  conceive  that  the  9th  Y.  Regt.  ft  several  other  Corps  claimed  by 
that  State  will  make  a  part  of  our  quota  as  soon  as  the  line  is  deter- 
mined between  the  States^  they  having  chiefly  been  recruited  within 
our  State. 

I  am  very  thankful!  for  the  supplies  afforded  by  our  State.  I 
know  that  great  difficulties  must  attend  the  procuring  them  at  present 
and  I  am  certain  that  every  officer  ft  soldier  in  my  Regt.  entertain 
the  highest  sense  of  gratitude  towards  our  legislature  in  general  ft 
towards  you  in  particular. 

In  recruiting  men  I  endeavoured  as  much  as  possible  to  save  the 
State  Bounty  but  it  appeared  to  have  greater  weight  with  the  re- 
emits  than  any  other  money  ft  Yirg*  holding  out  750  Dollars  to  the 
same  men,  I  could  not  avoid  giving  them  our  260f  and  will  remit 
you  an  exact  acc^  of  the  money  I  have  advanced  for  the  State  as  soon 
as  the  recruiting  officers  have  settled  with  the  Auditor. 

I  am  exceeding  sorry  to  find  that  our  sanguine  expectations  from 
the  Southward  are  defeated  and  I  dread  the  consequenoes  to  the  states 
of  Carolina  ft  Georgia  however  I  hope  we  shall  retaliate  before  spring 
there  or  ib  some  other  quarter.  For  my  own  part  (as  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  frontier  are  freed  from  i4[>prehen8ion  of  banger  for  this 
winter),  I  hope  either  to  be  in  Detroit  or  the  Natchea  before  Spring 
ft  to  convince  you  that  I  am  not  much  inclined  to  quit  the  Service 
whilst  an  Enemy  remains  within  our  Country. 

I  am  sorry  the  Board  of  war  could  not  fnriiish  a  larger  anppiy  of 
Shoes  and  a  number  of  Hat8|  It  is  almost  incredible  how  fast  men 
wear  out  Shoes  in  this  kind  of  service  but  the  shoes  we  have  hitherto 
received  were  scarce  worth  the  expence  of  transportation. 

I  meet  with  little  perplexity  in  the  common  cause  of  my  Duty  but 
the  want  of  many  necessary  articles  for  the  Troops  ft  Indians  the 
Want  of  money  in  every  Deparment  with  the  difficulty  of  getting  the 
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erdinaiy  sapplies  &  the  h'onble  of  the  Indiana  wlio  for  political  rea- 
sons I  am  oblidged  to  admit  Drank  &  sober  on  all  occasions  these 
with  the  undetermined  State  of  the  rights  of  the  Garrison  &  a  ras* 
cally  set  of  InhabiMnts  at  this  place  is  sufficient  to  destroj  the  patience 
of  Job. 

I  will  endeavor  to  oblidge  Capt.  Mclntire  w*^  some  Cloathing  m$ 
I  think  him  deserving. 

Capt.  Irvine  left  his  post  without  any  leave  from  me  but  as  it  ap« 
pears  he  was  under  the  direction  of  (his  son  in  law)  Mr.  Locbery  he 
is  probably  justifiable  on  having  obtained  leave  from  him. 

Please  to  accept  my  best  Thanks  for  the  paper  &  fnimpblets,  I  have 
likewise  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  a  number  of  well  calculated 
Laws  of  our  State  for  which  I  presume  I  must  be  indebted  to  you. 
This  regard  gives  me  the  hiffhest  satisfaction  for  though  acting  as  a 
soldier,  L  am  ever  concerned  for  the  welfare  of  the  State  of  which  I 
have  the  Honor  to  be  a  member. 

The  sending  Capt  Finley  was  owing  to  a  presumption  that  as  yoa 
had  wrote  for  an  officer  to  take  charge  of  the  Cloathing,  Capt.  Mo 
Intire  might  have  set  out  with  only  a  part  and  such  other  articles  as 
I  had  wrote  for  to  the  Honble  Board  of  war. 

Give  me  leave  to  assure  you  as  I  do  without  Flattery  that  it  gives 
me  infinite  pleasure  to  find  you  are  again  elected  to  the  Presidency 
of  the  State,  this  is  a  tacit  acknowledgement  of  the  peoples  Confi- 
dence of  which  I  sincerely  wish  a  long  continuance. 

Please  to  present  my  respectfuU  Compliments  to  ColU  Bayard  and 
believe  me  to  be  with  the  sincerest  regard  &  esteem  your  moet| 
Obed't  & 

Hble  eerv«; 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Gov.  Reed. 


Col.  Lund  Wbltkbb  to  Board  of  Wae,  1779. 

Sunbury,  December  13th;  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

On  my  being  ordered  down  from  Wyoming  the  first  consideration 
which  engaged  my  attention  with  regard  to  posting  the  Troops  under 
my  command  was  to  find  what  position  Col.  Hartley  and  the  other 
Gentlemen  who  had  preceeded  me  in  this  command  had  taken.  I 
found  Fort  Muncy  on  the  West  and  Fort  Jenkins  on  the  East  branch 
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wHb  the  Magarine  at  Sanbury  to  bave  been  tbe  only  Stancliog  Posts 
that  were  occapied.  This  Position  (which  I  have  never  since  heard 
censored)  I  endeavonred  to  revive.  GoL  Hunter  whom  I  eonsnlted 
was  of  the  same  opinion,  tbe  only  difficulty  was  to  fix  on  some  place 
equally  well  adapted  to  cover  the  Frontier  as  Fort  Muncy  was:  Fort 
Mnney  having  been^evacuated  and  destroyed-^MoClungs  was  agreed 
on  and  a  detachment  of  the  Troops  accordingly  took  post  there  the 
5th  of  last  month.  The  Troops  however  found  this  place  so  void  of 
shelter  and  so  barren  of  Timber,  that  they  were  oblidged  to  abandon 
it.  The  information  given  to  Council  of  the  defences  erected  at  this 
'Place  being  totally  false  and  groundless ;  This  detatchment  accord- 
ingly moved  to  a  place  called  Mountgomorey's  nearer  to  Basley's  Mill 
and  equally  well  situated  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontier  as  M'>  Lungs 
at  this  place  the  Troops  having  erected  Barracks  and  other  necessary 
Defences  and  their  vicinity  to  Ba-'ley's  Mill  being  not  more  than 
about  2  miles  distant,  makes  another  Post  there  quite  unnecessary 
atpresent. — ^The  detachments  to  Mountgomery'sand  Jenkins  have  left 
me  only  men  enough  at  Sunbury  to  mount  a  couple  of  sentries :  I 
ereet  any  new  Posts  withoot  abandoning  those  already  occupied  and 
the  Season  of  the  year  forbids  such  a  measure — ^as  to  disputes  amone 
the  Inhabitants  I  hear  of  none,  I  know  of  none.  But  there  is  a  Bival 
Town  over  the  River  which  is  not  without  its  factious  Citixens  and 
am  of  opinion  that  great  part  of  the  Complaints  made  to  Council, 
have  originated  with  one  Bees  a  discontented  Commissary,  who  ('tis 
said)  is  likely  to  be  discharged  and  would  throw  all  into  Confusion 
lather  than  be  unemployed.  The  Council  however  have  been  egre- 
gionsly  abused  by  misrepresentation  and  falsehoods,  this  must  in  part 
have  appeared  to  the  Honble  Board  from  my  letter  of  the  6th  ult., 
informing  of  tbe  Position  which  the  Regiment  had  taken,  whereas 
the  President's  Letter  of  the  22^  places  them  all  at  Sunbury. 

The  affiiir  of  the  Ferry  had  engaged  my  attention  before  I  saw  the 
Letter  from  Council.  The  Posts  are  not  to  be  relieved  as  mentioned 
in  the  President's  Letter. 

The  Purchasing  Commissary  is  using  his  utmost  endeayonra  to 
have  the  Posts  supply'd  with  a  Sufficiency  of  Provision  for  the  winter 
in  which  case  any  Magazine  at  Northumberland  Town  is  useless.—* 
I  am  however  sorry  to  inform  the  Board  of  War  tbat  not  only  the 
Posts,  but  even  Snnbnry  is  likely  soon  to  be  destitute  of  Provisions, 
upon  my  arrival  at  Sunbury  the  Commissary  of  Purchases  applied 
to  me  to  write  down  to  Col.  Coz  and  use  my  influence  verbally  with 
Col.  Cook  to  have  Provisions  brought  jup,  particularly  Some  Salt, 
which  was  at  Estherton — I  did  so  but  without  effect,  after  all  our 
Efforts  the  Salt  is  only  now  arrived  and  the  Cattle  are  miserably 
fallen  away. — ^Flour  and  Liquors  we  are  now  at  last  informed  are 
not  to  be  had:  I  am  sennble  the  purchases  in  this  County  are  trifling 
and  will  not  Support  us. — I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  much  Blame 
ought  to  lie  on  the  Quarter  Master.    Some  of  them  whose  conduct 
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I  haye  bud  an  opportanity  of  obBerringy  are  to  say  no  worae  of  them 
miserably  indolent. 

I  bave  tbe  Hon'  to  be^  &o., 

Gent  your  8't 

LUND.  WELTNER  * 
Directedf 

Hble  board  of  war. 


Col.  Arch.  Lochry  to  Col.  Dan.  Broadhhad,  1779. 

(Copy.) 

Hannaa  town,  ye  18tb  Deo.,  1779. 
Hon«  Sir, 

Hifl  Excellency,  tbe  Precedent  of  tbia  State,  bass  inyested  me  with 
Antbority  to  Station  Capt"  Erwine  &  Gap.  Campblea  CompaDya  of 
Raingers  to  Cover  tbis  County,  Where  I  may  tbink  tbeir  SerriCQ 
Will  Be  of  tbe  most  Bennifitt  to  tbe  Distressed  fruntears.  I  have 
Rec*  orders  for  that  Purpose. 

In  Consequence  of  Which  Orders,  I  Request  of  yon  (Sir)  to  send 
these  troops  to  tbis  Pleace  as  soon  As  Possible,  Where  I  Sbal 
Assyn  them  Stations  that  I  flatter  myself  tbeir  Service  Will  be  of 
more  Benifitt  to  tbis  County  than  it  Can  Possibly  Be  in  fort  Pitt. 

As  tbese  troops  are  Paid  and  subsisted  By  tbe  Continant,  I  must 
Request  of  you  (Sir)  to  Give  Orders  for  tbeir  Being  Regularly  Sup- 
plyed  in  Provitions. 

If  yon  should  tbink  of  any  offencive  measbura  to  Be  Carried  on 
against  the  Savages,  Both  those  troops  my  self  &  all  tbe  Assistance 
I  Can  Rease  in  this  County  shall  Be  at  your  Command. 
I  am,  Sir,  .witb  Due  Reguard 

&  Esteem  your  lerj  Humb*  Sarvt., 

A«  LOCHRT,  C.  L.t 

To  Ool.  Dan.  Broadbead.   An  exact  Copy.   Job.  L.  Fiivlbt,  M.  B. 

*  B«e  Letter  Board  of  War,  Dee.  24. 
f  See  answer  to  this,  I>ee.  18, 
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Sjbcy.  Matlack  to  Ooin  Wm.  Coats,  1779. 

Pbilias.,  Deo^  18, 1779. 
Sir, 

Hifl  EzoelleDcj,  tbe  Plresident  baa  jvst  leoeiyed  a  request  from 
the  Hn'bie  Board  of  War  for  a  Guard  to  conduct  PrisoDers  from 
this  city  to  Frederick.  His  Excellency  desires  to  know  whether  the 
two  Companies  of  Militia  under  your  direction  for  a^ike  purpose 
'  some  time  ago,  can  now  do  this  duty.  The  time  presses  and  there- 
fore beg  your  immediate  reply. 

I  am;  &c.f 

T.  MATLACK,  Seo^y. 
To  CoL  W.  Coats,  Lieut.  County  PhQada. 


ExTKAOT  0¥  A  Lkptbb  PROM  Gbnl.  Washingtow,  1799. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency,  Qenl.  Washington,  dated 
at  Morristown,  Dec.  14, 1779. 

''If  the  company  lately  commanded  by  Capt.  Lee  &  Capt.  Porter 
can  be  annexed  to  Col.  Proctor's  reg^  without  producing  discontents, 
it  will  be  desirable;  but  as  we  have  had  so  much  uneasiness  k  dis- 
tractbn  on  the  subject  of  rank  it  is  neqessary  that  it  should  be 
inquired  what  operation  the  measure  would  have.  When  this  is 
made  I  will  communicate  the  result."* 


Board  op  War  to  Pbes.  Brsd,  1779. 

WarOfioe,DeaU,  1779. 
Sir, 

We  are  sorry  we  again  troubled  you  about  a  guard  for  the  prisoners 
destined  for  F6rt  Frederick.  We  are  this  day  informed  that  the 
Virginian  troops  are  all  on  their  march  from  Camp,  &  may  be  at 
Trenton  to  night — part  are  arriyed  in  this  city.  We  shall  obtain  a 
competent  guard  of  those  men  whose  times  of  service  will  expire  in 

*  See  letter  Board  of  War,  Dec.  22. 
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the  eoarae  of  the  present  month.     If  any  orders  have  heen  given  for 
taming  oat  a  militia  gaard,  we  pray  they  may  be  ooantermanded. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

year  very  obed^  servts.; 
By  order  of  ye  Board. 

TIM.  PICKERINa. 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President,  &o. 
War  oflSoe. 


Major  James  Rbed,  &g.,  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 

Gamp  near  Morris  Town,  14th  Beo'r,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  officers  from  Pennsylvania  in  Gol.  Haien's  Regiment  beg 
leave  to  call  your  Excellency's  attention,  to  oar  partacolur  sitaation. 
We  entered  the  service  of  oar  Country  at  an  early  p^riodi  we  havB 
not  hesitated  to  share  every  danger  and  difficalty  in  common  with 
oar  Brother  officers,  and  have  also  been  fortunate  enoash  to  be  of 
the  number  of  those  who  had  the  thanks  of  the  Commander  in  chief 
for  our  conduct  in  a  general  battle ;  we  have  often  been  detached  a 
great  distance  from  the  grand  army  upon  hard  and  disagreeable 
service,  and  necessarily  on  our  marches  incurred  greater  expences. 
When  we  took  commissioiis  in  the  present  Regiment,  engaged  in  the 
common  cause,  we  weretaught  to  believe  we  could  render  as  much 
service  there  as  in  any  other  Corps,  and  by  no  means  expected  to  be 
considered  as  aliens,  or  excluded  any  benefit  common  to  the  officers 
of  the  same  State.  We  have  seen  a  resolution  of  the  Honourable 
the  Congress  last  Spring  calling  for  retarns  from  th^  additional  Regi* 
ments  that  the  States  severally  might  have  credit  for  so  many  officers 
&  soldiers  &  be  accounted  as  parts  of  their  quota.  In  consequence 
of  which  the  States  of  Massachusetts  Bay  &  Connecticut  have  con- 
sidered the  officers  ft  soldiers  from  their  States  (in  the  same  Regi- 
ment with  ourselves)  as  part  of  their  quota,  and  given  them  all  the 
benefits  &  privileges  of  their  State  Troops ;  from  whence  we  were  in- 
duced to  believe  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  ^not  less  generoua 
than  her  sister  States)  had  made  a  similar  provision  for  us,  untill 
undeceived  bv  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Pennsylvania  lines. 
When  the  claims  of  our  Country  called  us  into  the  Field,  we  chear- 
fully  left  the  pleasures  and  indulgencies  of  retirement  to  encounter 
the  hardships  &  toils  of  war,  not  only  to  protect  the  rights  of  man- 
kind, but  our  own  individual  Liberty,  and  now  when  the  war  is  ap- 
parently drawing  to  a  conclusion,  we  shall  reluctantly  leave  the  work 
unfinished  for  which  we  have  made  so  many  Sacrifices,  but  the 
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mdTanoed  price  of  *eyerj  neoesmrj  will  not  leaTe  it  in  our  power  to 
oontinno  in  a  Service  in  which  we  are  so  mnob  intereated,  nnlesa 
8ome  provision  shall  shortly  be  made  for  ns.    Beijing  on  joor  Ex- 
cellency's jnstyse  &  liberality  of  Sentiment  we  are. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 
your  Excellencies 

most  obedient  and 

most  Hamb.  Serv*", 

Jamsb  B.  BEn>,  HajVi 
James  Hxboh,  Gapt 
Tho.  Pry,  Capt. 
J.  Duncan,  Gapt. 
Wm.  Stuakt^  lit 
AMDBXwLn,  Ens. 
L.  MahninO;  Ens. 
JHreded, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beid,  Esq'  Freddent  of  the  Honble  Goon- 
ell  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Invitatiok  07  French  Minister  to  Prbs.  &  Council, 

1779. 

The  Minister  of  France  presents  his  Gompliments  to  the  President| 
the  Members  and  Secretary s  of  the  supreme  Council  of  Pensylvania, 
and  begs  their  favour  of  their  Company  at  Fridai  next,  to  dinner,  at 
four  o'clock. 

Indanedf 

1779  rec'd  Dee^  15th,  Invitation  of  the  Minbter  of  France. 

Dtreeied, 

To  the  hoBnorable  the  President,  Members  and  Seoretarys  of  the 
Supreme  Council  of  Pensylvania. 


Vol.  Vm.— 3 
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PbBS.  SbSD  to  DjELSOATSa  IH  CoKGEBSd,  1779« 

In  Coonoil; 

Philad.Dec'r  15th,  1779. 
GenUemeni 

It  is  with  great  Comoem  we  are  obliged  to  call  your  Attention  from 
other  important  Duties  to  those  immediately  affecting  the  Interests 
&  Honour  of  this  State  in  its  relative  Capacity  to  that  of  Virginia. 
It  cannot  be.'nnknown  to  yon  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  not  only 
from  a  due  Respect  to  the  Recommendations  of  Gonsress,  but  from 
the  Disposition  &  Temper  of  its  Citizens  have  manifested  the  most 
Sinoere  Desire  not  only  to  settle  all  Disputes  of  Territory  in  the  most 
timioable  Manner  but  to  forbear  any  irritating  Measures  &  even  to 
suppress  such  Resentments  rather  than  injure  the  common  Cause  & 
violate  the  Union  so  necessiry  in  the  common  Defence— Actuated  by 
these  Principles  we  have  seen  the  State  of  Virginia  in  progressive 
Encroachments  advancing  upon  the  old  allowed  Territory  of  this  State 
taking  Possession  &  otherwise  establishing  themseTves  on  Lands  evfer 
deemed  &  considered  as  the  Property  of  Pennsyhania  untill  1/  Dno-  • 
more  in  the  Extravagance  of  his  Views  &  Designs  set  up  Claims  which 
in  their  In&ncy  were  reprobated  by  those  who  now  have  thought 
proper  to  adopt  them.  We  have  constantly  recommended  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  those  Settlements  a  Forbearance  of  all  Acts  of  Vio- 
lence ft^Hgstility  i  even  passive  Acquiescence  under  Injuries  in  fuU^ 
Expectation  that  our  Candour  &  Moderation  would  have  produced 
reciprocal  Return.  We  have  made  frequent  Proposals  of  amicable 
Settlement,  Suspension  of  acts  of  Jurisdiction  &  in  short  pursued 
every  Measure  which  led  to  Peace.  After  much  Delay  on  the  Part 
of  Virginia  a  Proposal  for  friendly  Accommodation  was  accepted, 
Commissioners  mutually  appointed  met  at  Baltimore  &  amidst  recip- 
rocal &  strong  Professions  of  Friendship  &  Harmony  signed  an 
Agreement  by  which  -a  Boundary  Line  was  established  at  least  30 
Miles  Westward  of  the  Territory  claimed  in  £onsequence.Qf  1/  Da^- 
more's  Violence  &  Injustice — xbis  Agreement  has  been  laid  befote 
the  Assembly  of  this  State  &  received  a  solemn  Ratification  of  which 
Notice  has  been  sent  to  the  Government  of  Virginia.  It  ci^nnot  be 
doubted  that  an  Agreement  entered  into  on  the  last  mu^have  been 
in  due  Course  laid  by  the  Commissioners  before  their  Constituents, 
&  we  have  not  the  least  Reason  to  believe  it  has  been  rejected,  the' 
we  do  not  know  that  it  is  confirmed.  In  this  State  of  things  the 
Transactions  referred  to  in  the  inclosed  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Scott  an  Member  of  this  Board  have  taken  Place — ^We  shall  not  make 
any  Remarks  thereon  least  the  Expression  of  those  that  are  most  just 
&  obvious  might  indicate  too  strong  a  Resentment  &  furnish  a  Pretence 
for  farther  Violence.     But  the  Repetition  of  Injury  must  naturally 
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produce  Conseqneiioes  of  the  most  Berions  Nature  which  we  ncerelj 
deprecate  &  it  is  oar  most  earnest  Wish  to  ayoid—we  have  therefore 
thought  it  oar  Daty  to  lay  this  Matter  before  700  as  the  Represen- 
tatives of  Pennsylvania  in  the  great  Assembly  of  America  convened 
for  the  Purposes  of  general  Union  &  common  Defence  that  you  might 
take  their  Sense  therenpon  &  that  we  may  avail  oorselves  of  their 
Judgment  &  Influence  if  they  conceive  the  common  Interests  of 
America  injured  thereby.  At  the  same  Time  we  shall  make  such  a 
Bemonstrance  to  the  State  of  Virginia  as  the  Ipterests  &  Honour  of 
this  State  require — if  these  should  be  ineffectual  we  trust  we  shall 
stand  justified  in  the  Eyes  of  God  &  Man  if  availing  ourselves  of  the 
Means  we  possess  we  afford  that  Support  &  Aid  to  the  much  injured 
&  distressed  Inhabitants  of  the  frontear  Counties  which  their  Situa- 
tion &  our  Duty  requires.  And  we  trust  our  Brethren  in  the  common 
Cause  will  not  impute  to  us  any  of  the  Consequences  which  may 
affect  them  in  the  farther  Progress  of  this  unhappy  Dispute — when 
they  see  that  no  new  Claim  is  made  by  us — no  DisturlMince  on  our 
Part  of  any  Person  who  professes  himself  a  subject  of  Y ir^nia  but 
on  the  other  Hand  amicable  friendly  Settlement  not  only  desired  but 
sought  &  as  we  hoped  happily  attained. 

The  People  of  the  County  of  Westmoreland  are  now  waiting  with 
great  Anidety  &  the  Express  is  detained  for  the  Purpose  of  carrying 
back  the  Proceedings  that  may  be  had  in  this  important  Business. 
Should  Congress  therefore  think  proper  to  come  to  any  Resolution, 
thereupon  you  will  communicate  it  to  us  as  soon  as  possible — ^We 
cannot  conclude  this  Letter  without  exprea^ing  our  C<Nicem  that 
when  this  State  just  recovering  from  the  Invasion  of  the  Enemy  & 
of  Depredation  is  called  upon  for  its  utmost  Exertions  to  support  the 
Continental  Army  when  our  trade  is  repressed  by  a  severe  Embargo 
for  that  Purpose,  a  severe  System  of  Taxation  commencing  when  the 
Inhabitants  of  our  Frontier  have  been  groaning  under  all  the  Calam- 
ities &  distresses  of  an  Indian  War,  our  publick  Burthens  are  thus 
wantonly  &  cruelly  increased  by  those  who  call  themselves.our  Breth- 
ren. In  Conformity  to  the  Wishes  of  Congress  we  have  not  entered 
upon  the  sale  of  any  of  the  vacant  Lands,  bat  as  the  Money  expected 
from  the  Sales  are  we  fear  the  principal  Cause  of  all  their  Difficulties 
unless  the  like  Respect  can  be  obtained  from  Virginia^  Necessity  will 
oblige  OS  to  go  into  that  Measure  without  Delay  as  the  low  Price 
of  Lands  in  their  Office  &  the  Market  it  affords  seduce  our  Inhabit- 
ants, fix  them  in  an  opposite  Interest  &  oblige  many  of  those  who 
hold  under  Pennsylvania  to  take  Orants  for  Uie  sake  of  Peace. 

I  am  Gent.  &c. 

IHrecied, 

To  the  Honble  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 
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Copt  of  a  Lsttbb  from  Gen.  Washikgion. 

Oircnlar. 

Morris  Town,  Deceml>er  16diy  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Bttaation  of  the  Army  with  respect  to  supplies  is  beyond 
description  alarming.  It  has  been  five  or  six  weeks  past  on  half 
allowance,  and  we  have  not  more  than  three  days  bread  at  a  third 
allowance  on  hand,  nor  any  where  within  reach.  When  this  is 
exhausted  we  must  depend  on  the  precarious  gleanings  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Country.  Our  Magazines  are  'absolutely  empty  every  where, 
and  our  Oommissaries  entirely  destitute  of  money,  or  credit  to 
replenish  them.  We  have  never  experienced  a  like  extremity  at 
any  period  of  the  War.  We  have  often  felt  temporary  want  from 
accidental  delays  in  forwarding  supplies ;  but  we  always  had  some- 
thing in  our  magasines  and  the  means  of  procuring  more.  Neither 
one  nor  the  other  is  at  present  the  case.  This  representation  is  the 
result  of  a  minute  examination  of  our  resources. 

Unless  therefore  some  extraordinaiy  and  immediate  exertions  bo 
made  by  the  states  from  which  we  draw  our  supplies  there  Is  every 
appearance  that  the  Army  will  infallibly  disband  in  a  fortnight. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  this  candid  view  of  our  situation  before 
your  Excellency,  and  to  entreat  the  vigorous  interposition  of  the 
state  to  rescue  us  from  the  danger  of  an  event  which  if  it  did  not 
prove  the  total  ruin  of  our  affairs  would  at  least  give  them  a  shock 
from  which  they  would  not  easily  recover  and  plunge  us  into  a  train 
of  new  and  still  more  perplexing  embarrassments  than  any  we  have 
hitherto  felt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

*with  perfect  respect 

four  Exoollenoy's  most  obedient 
and  humble  servant, 
GEORGE  WASHINGTON  * 

«  See  Answer  page  54. 
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Sbo/y.  Matlack  to  Cam.  Gxddib,  1779, 

PhiladelphiA,  Dee'.  16, 1779. 
Sir, 

Immediatalj  after  yoa  ga^e  me  the  eertifioate  signed  by  M'  Hale 
I  laid  before  the  Coonoil  the  Deed  sent  in  by  yon.  The  Deed  oon- 
tains  not  one  line  or  oomer  and  eyery  member  of  the  Conncil  now 
preaent  are  clearly  of  Opinion  that  raoh  cannot  be  signed.  I  give 
yon  the  earliest  notice  of  this,  in  order  that  no  suspicion  of  a  delay 
on  my  part  in  this  case  may  have  the  least  foundation,  as  it  wonld 
really  give  me  pleasure  to  forward  any  business  of  yours  as  soon  as 
it  is  in  my  power  to  do  it  consistent  with  my  duty  to  the  public 

I  am  Bespectfully 

your  humble  senrant. 
T.  M.  Sec; 
DiredeJ, 
To  Gap«  Geddls. 


Opinion  07  Jonathan  D.  Sbbgsant  Esq,  1779. 

The  Commissioners  unacquainted  with  Law,  are  at  a  Loss  what 
Construction  to  put  7*^  Section  of  the  Act  of  General  Assembly  for 
raising  the  supplies  for  the  year  1779, 

Soppoee  A  4sse8Sor  of  a  Ward  or  Township  calls  on  B  to  take  a 
return  of  his  Taxable  property,  B  refuses  to  give  any  Account;  Is 
that  eonsidered  an  intention  to  screen  his  property  from  Taxation, 
and  in  that  Case  ought  B  to  pay  fourfold  for  the  whole  of  his  Estate. 
If  not,  what  penalty,  does  B.  incur.  • 

I  think  jn  this  Case  according  to  the  words  of  the  Law  B  ought 
to  be  assessed  fourfold  for  the  whole.  The  Legislature  could  never 
intend  to  punish  a  partial  Concealment  &  let  a  total  Concealment 
go  unpunished. 

JONA.  D.  SBBOBANT.* 

16  Deo.,  1779. 
Indonement. 

1780,  Rec*  January  W\  Opinion  of  Attorney  Gen»  on  the  7th 
Seetion  of  the  15  Million  Tax  Law. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  Xn.,  p.  244. 
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Suc'z 'Mai^lacb:  to  Cteorgs  StsvbnsoN)  1779. 

Philadelphia,  De<5'  17,1779. 
Sir, 

Toit  fetter  of -the  IMi-of  Not'  eame  to  hand  yesierday  and  was 
•  iraniediatdlj  hid  before  the  Ooanoil.  The  Oondnet  of  the  Agents  in 
the  sale  yon  mention  haa  the  fall  approbation  of  that  board. 

It  will  be  proper  for  the  Agents  to  give  M'  Peters  a  formal  infbr- 
mation  that  his  olaim  will  be  heard  b^ore  the  nezt'sapimne  Court, 
and  that  no  delay  will  be  made  in  the  deeision  on  the  part  of  the 
state,  and  at  the  same  time  raqnesting,  as  a  matter  of  right,  that  he 
btiog  before  the  Coort  the  book  which  .yon  mention  to  have  beein 
kept  by  the  Rev'  M'  Peters.  This  information  will  leave  M'  Peters 
no  reasonable  excuse  for  delaying  the  appeal  and  if  he  shonld  not 
think  proper  to  delay  it,  will  no  doabt  be  a  strong  oircnmstanoe 
agdinst  his  claim  in  a  circamstance  so  peculiar  as  this  is. 

Your  general  knowledge  of  the  land  affairs  of  the  county  of  Gnq^- 
berland  will  enable  yon  to  place  this  affair  in  its  jffopw  light  before 
the  Court  which  will  be  serving  the  state  essentially. 

I  am  Respectfully 

your  most  ob*  serv*, 
>  T.  M.  Se<^. 


doL,  Brodhbad  to  Col.  Lochry,  1779 

Head  Quartefs,  Pittsburgh,  De^  18%  1779. 
D'Sir, 

I  have  received  your  fav'  of  the  13*^  instant* 

His  Excell'y,  the  president,  had  made  me  acquainted  with  your 
authority  for^tationing  the  Coitipanies,  by  a  letter  I  receiv€fd  frbm 
him  just  before  yours  came  to  hand,  together  with  the  reasons  for 
delegating  the  power  to  you. 

The  officers  have,  doubtless,  received  your  orders  to  march  to 
Hannahs  Town,&  there  receive  your  further  orders;  and  I  shall  not 
prevent  their  paying  the  strictest  obedience  to  them. 

As  to  the  Provisions,  I  do  not  know  where  they  are  to  besopplied ; 
and,  as  you  seem  to  be  vested  with  authority  to  station  the  Troops, 
you  will,  doubtless,  be  able  to  get  them  supplied,  by  directing  your 
orders  to  the  proper  Commissaries. 

I  apprehend  it  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  that  those  poor  naked 

*  'flee  page  42. 
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men  shoiild  first  be  sapplied  with  some  kind  of  Cloatluog,  before 
they  are  ordered  out  of  tbeir  Barraoka  And  As  the^  are  now  under 
your  immediate  Discretion,  except  in  cases  of  offensive  operations,  I 
request  jou  wQl-see  that  the  artieles  which  I  have  furnished  them 
out  of  my  Regimental  Store  be  returned.  The  officers  can  inform 
yta  what  ihey  ar6. 

I  am  mtieh  obliged  by  your  kind  offer,  and  haye  the  lienor  to  be, 
Dear  Sir,  joor  most  Obed'  SerrS 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD, 

Col*  oommand'f  W.  D. 

(On  publie  Service.) 
To  CoP  Arebibald  Locbry,  Lieut*  of  Westmoreland  County. 
HoB^  by  1/  Armstrong'. 


Col.  Mabstellbr  to  CotrKcu.,  17T9. 

Phnad*,  Deer  18%  1779. 

To  the  Honourable  the  SnpF  Ex*  Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of 
Pcnnsyv*. 

Philip  Marsteller,  of  Lancaster  County,  begs  leave  to  represent, 
That  he  has  sctl'd  with  M' Tumbull  respecting  the  Flower— That 
there  u  a  Ballance  due  him  of  £4899,  15«.,  in  said  Account,  as 
appears  ^  Certificate  inclosed — and  That  M'  Tumbull  has  not  the 
money  fo  pay  him,  &c. 

He  further  represents  that  he  stands  in  need  of  about  £5200  to 
.enable  him  to  pay  off  and  discharge  the  militia  of  Lancaster  County 
late  in  service,  and  yet  unpaid. 

Therefore  prays  your  Honors  to  grant  him  an  Order  for  said  two 
Sums  of  money. 

P.  MABSTflLLER. 

P.  8. — Provided  the  State  Treasurer  has  no  money,  an  Order  on  the 
Loan  Offioeof  thia  Slate  now  kept  at  Lebanon,  would  be  Satisfactory. 
Your  Hon"  Hum*«  Scrv*, 

P.  MARSmLLER. 
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Col.  Geo.  Smith  to  Prbs.  Bbbb,  1779- 

Monftgomerjri  JDeoember  y  20%  1779. 
Sir, 

Last  fryday  I  held  an  appeal  in  Colo*  Onrrfs  Battalion,  and  I 
Likewise  Ordered  those  Men  that  had  marohM  in  y*  two  Last  Oanl'd 
Classes,  to  attend  on  Saterdaj  to  Beoeye  their  Bonnty  as  yonr  Last 
Orders  directed ;  bat  y*  men  in  Stid  of  being  Satisf/d  With  it,  they 
Seem'd  as  if  they  Would  not  have  taken  aney ;  but  through  Fer- 
swasions  I  got  them  to  take  y*£80  allow'd ;  bat  they  InsistdL  on  y 
other  twjenty  Poands  of  Bight,  Using  this  for  their  arffument,  that 
from  your  first  orders  promised  to  Pay  it  them  in  their  absence ;  and 
in  an  other  Peas  that  was  published  in  y*  Newspaper  after  they  Came 
home;  and  as  they  aotuly  Did  march,  that  their  Was  an  absenoei 
and  that  We  make  thoes  that  Did  not  march  PaV  their  fall  fine. 
They  say  that  all  Justis  and  Equity  Will  Give  it  them.  This,  Sir. 
Was  their  argument,  and  Exprest  Very  Warmly.  I  Gktve  them  No 
expectation  of  hoping  for  more }  but  before  I  Could  Git  y*  matter 
Settled  any  ftuihion,  and  to  Git  Bid  of  their  Noys,  I  advised  them 
to  address  y*  Councel  themselves  by  Way  of  a  peUtion ;  they  then 
Would  Enow-  of  a  Sertinty  Wheather  any  more  could  be  had  or  no. 
I  Would  begg  Lev.e  to  Say,  that  if  Councel  Should  find  that  they  of 
Bight  Shoukl  have  y  other  £20,  that  you  Would  not  Extend  y* 
O Aers  in  a  General  Orders  for  y*  County ;  for  their  Was  but  y* 
4*^  &  b^  Battallions  that  hasy*  Least  CuUar  of  y*  argument  of  absence, 
for  they  Neither  of  them  Was  to  march  till  y  Saterday  after  y* 
Countermanding  orders,  that  it  makes  a  Wide  DiffiBrence  betwean 
those  that  Was  Put  to  y*  trouble,  and  those  that  Was  not  Excuse 
my  abrumpnes  of  Biting,  and  I  shall  Ever  Bemain  most  humble 
Servant, 

GEOBGE  SMITH,  S.  L. 
Directed^ 
To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed  Escj',  Presedent  of  y*"  Supreme 

Executive  Council  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Lbwis  Fabmer  to  Council  1779. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executiva  Ooandl  of  the  Common 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen : 

I  beg  leave  to  Inform  Council  that  a  Supply  of  Twenty  Thousand 
Pounds  is  wanted  to  pay  of  Arrerages,  and  for  the  making  of  Officers' 
Cioathing  and  Shirts. 
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T  further  beg  leeve  to  Inform  Conneil,  tbat  I  took  the  freedom  in 
ft  former  Memorial  to  obeervei  that  mj  paj  a«  Gloathier  (tib*^  five 
Dollars  per  Bay)  is  by  do  means  adequate  to  the  present  ISnormous 
PrieeR;  troold  therefore  humbly  beg  CounoU  would  take  it  into  their 
Considerationi  bj  adding  a  Bation  to  it. 
I  ftBi|  Qendemen, 

wi A  the  greatest  respect, 

your  most  Obedient 

and  Very  humble  Serrent, 

LEWIS  FAAMEB. 

Philadelphia,  December  20%  1779. 

1779,  DecF"  20*^.    From  Colonel  Lewis^armer.    Applioatipn  fbr 
£20,000. 


Pris.  Bbbd  to  Gommittbs  07  CoNaRBS6,  1779. 

Oentlemen^ 

Our  Anxiety  to  give  Belief  to  the  Army  has  induced  us  to 
devote  a  oonsiderable  Portion  of  the  Time  which  has  elansed  since 
our  Interview  to  that  important  Service,  &  we  now  send  you  the 
Besnlt  of  our  Proceedings.  Your  Commissaries,  we  apprehend,  will 
have  no  Difficulty  in  procuring  what  is  in  Town,  but  should  there 
be  any  Hesitation  in  the  Possessors  to  part  with  what  they  have,  we 
shall  ehearfoUy  give  them  our  Aid.  We  also  find  that  the  Brandy- 
wine  iMills  do,  in  all  Probability,  contain  a  very  considerable  Quan- 
tity of  Flour,  prepared  for  ^vate  sale,  which,  on  thie  Bmer^ncyi 
may  be  obtained.  As  the  Legislature  of  the  Delawarr  State  is  now 
setting  at  Wilmington,  within  a  very  short  Distance  of  those  Mills, 
it  cannot  be  doubted  they  will  exert  themselves  on  the  Occasion. 
We  shall  continue  our  Inquiries  k  render  every  Service  which  the 
Nature  &  l^ecessity  of  the  Case  requires. 

I  am,  with  great  Bespect,  Gentlemen, 

Tour  obed.  k  jerj  Hubble  Bervt. 


8* 
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Pbss.  Bbbd  to  ChabiiBS  Hall,  1779. 

Philada.,  Deoem'  21, 1779. 

Bit, 

Your  FaToar  of  the  27th  TJlti  is  now  befoie  me  &  hiM  been  com- 
mnnioated  to  the  Gonncil.  The  great  Soaroitj  of  Honey  for  pnblick 
Use  has  obliged  us  ta  call  npon  all  officers  who  are  in  the  Receipt  of 
pnblick  Monies  to  pay  what  thej  have  in  Hand  &  you  cannot  at 
present  render  a  more  acceptable  Service.  The  Terms  of  Sale  of 
purchased  Estates  whioh  have  been  forfeited  are  to  be  strictly  adhered 
to  agreeable  to  the  within  Resolution,  which  you  will  consider  as  your 
Rule  of  Conduct  in  that  Respect.  No  Indulgence  can  therefore  be 
allowed  to  Col.  Crawford  or  any  other  Person,  as  the  Terms  wer^ 
Fell  known  &  it  would  have  been  more  to  the  public  advantage  to 
have  received  a  less  Sum  with  Punctuality. 

The  Council  by  no  Means  admit  your  paying  any  Taxes  laid  after 
the  Sale.  The  Tax  being  then  justly  recoverable  from  the  Possea- 
sor,  in  fact  there  is  a  very  great  absurdity  in  assessing  any  of  these 
Estates  unless  they  are  in  the  Hands  of  Tenants,  as  it  amounts  to 
no  more  than  taking  out  of  one  Pocket  to  put  into  the  other.  But 
in  the  Case  yon  have  stated  it  does  not  admit  of  a  Doubt. 

You  will  also  observe  by  the  inclosed  Resolution  that  farther  sales 
are  to  be  forborne  for  the  Reason  therein  specified,  to  which  I  woul4 
add  that  you  are  desired  to  inforqi  us  bv  some  early  Opp^  what 
Estates  yet  remain  unsold,  with  a  State  of  their  Value  as  near  aa 
you  can^— &  also  to  remit  to  Mr.  Rittenhouse  what  Monies  are  on 
Hand|  with  all  convenient  Despatch. 

I  am,  Bir^^your  gbed.  H'ble  Servt.^ 

J.  R. 

.  P*  S.  Should  Judge  At}ee  gcve  you  any  Directiomraspeoting  % 
Tiwst  of  Lapd  Ibrmeriy  belonging  to  Bome  Indians  in.  your  County 
the  Counoii  «e(]ueet  you  to  &Uqw  them  4(  give  your,  Amf^no^  m 
.that  Matter, 

To  Charles  Hall,  Esq.,  Agent  &o. 


Prbs.  Bbbd  to  Gbnl.  Washikgtok,  1T79. 

Sir. 

Your  Favour  of  the  16th  Inst.,*  advising  us  of  the  melancholy 
State  of  the  Army,  came  to  Hand  ei|  Sunday  Gvening,  and  was  early 
the  next  Morning  laid  before  the  Council.  Soon  a&r  a  Committee 
of  Congress  laid  before  us  a  Letter  on  the  same  Occasion  &  to  the 

*  See  page  48. 
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nme  Import.  We  did  not  oonsider  it  wise  or  prudent  to  spend  Time 
in  nnavUing  Complaints  of  Mismanagement  or  Negleet,  bat  net 
endeaYoar  to  apply  a  Remedy.  For  this  Purpose  we  oaosed  Inquiry 
to  be  made  of  tbe  Quantity  of  Flour  in  the  Town  &  its  Vicinity,  k 
found  a  greater  supply  than  at  first  we  expected,  the  whole  amounting 
to  2500  Barrells,  which  might  be  spared,  of  all  which  we  nye 
immediate  Notice  to  Congress,  pointing  out  the  Places  where  it  lay, 
&  offering  our  utmost  Aid  &  Assistance  in  procuring  it,  if  the  Poa* 
lessors  made  any  Difficulty  to  part  with  it.  We  also  find  on  farther 
Inquiry  that  there  are  some  Quantities  of  Wheat  in  the  Brandy- 
wine  &  other  Mills,  which,  with  Attention,  may  be  procured  for 
publick  Purposes.  The  Crops  in  this  8tate  are  very  far  from  being 
BO  plentiful  as  was  believed  some  Time  ago.  The  Supply  of  the 
French  Fleet  t  the  Draught  of  our  Flour  to  Baltimore  &  Wilming- 
ton^ where  the  Embargo  has  not  been  executed  with  the  same  strict* 
ness  as  in  this  Port,  has  also  very  much  lessened  our  natural  Stock. 
Added  to  this  we  supply  from  this  State  only  a  greater  Number  of 
lUtiona  than  the  whole  of  .the  Continental  Army.  Those  drawn  in 
this  Town  alone  amounting  to  9400,  and  that  during  the  whole  of 
this  Summer.  Thj^  heavy  Consumption  most  necessarily  exhaust 
our  Resources  &  prevent  our  giving  that  Aid  which  might  otherwise 
be  expected.  However  your  Excell'  may  be  assured  that  nothing 
shall  be  wanting  on  our  Part  to  give  the  necessary  Relief,  whatever 
we  may  think  of  the  Gaoses  of  anoii  » Calamity.  The  Assembly 
will  meet  in  a  short  Time ;  Taxes  are  in  vigorous  Collection  through* 
out  this  State  ft  if  some  &tal  unforeseen  Influeno^  does- not  blast  ^ur 
Prospects,  we  think  a  similar  Scene  will  never  present  itself. 

I  am  now  also  to  thank  your  ExcelU  for  your  Favour  of  the  22d 
November,  deciding  the  Dismission  of  the  Militia,  &  for  the  favour- 
able  Sentiments  it  contains  of  a  pnblio  as  well  as  personal  Nature. 
Happily  the  Orders  given  were  not  marching  Orders,  but  to  hold 
themselves  in  Readiness,  to  ^at  aU  Es;penoe  of  Provisions  &  of  every 
other  Nature  has  been  saved,  except  the  Pay  i,  Bounty  of  about  200 
Hen,  which  latter  has  been  reduced  one  third.  About  half  of  these 
were  kept  in  Pay  for  2  Months  at  the  Request  of  the  Board  of  War 
to  escort  Prisoners  to  Maryland,  so  that  we  have  the  Pleasure  of 
having  avoided  putting  the  States  to  any  Inconvenience  or  Expence, 
&  yet  I  flatter  myself  we  should  in  Case  of  Necessity  have  furnishea 
as  large  a  Body  of  Men  as  would  have  been  required^  &  as  good  aa 
that  Service  intitles  us  to  expect. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  very  great 
Beapeet  &  Regard,  Your  Sxeelly^g 

most  <^ed.  &  very  H'ble  Servt. 
Indorsed,  Dec  22. 
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pRES.  Bbbd  to  Jobqb  Atlse,  1779. 

D'Sir, 

The  Letter  of  which  the  other  side  is  a  Copj^  we  received  from 
a  Oentleman  of  Gharacter,  in  the  Coantj  of  Lancaster ;  as  it  seems 
to  be  a  Matter  of  some  CoQse<|aencey  the  Council  request  you  to  take 
the  Trouble  of  making  Ii^quiry,  &  in  Case  the  Facts  are  as  stated, 
to  forewarn  Musser  proceeding,  as  the  Lands  are  unquestionably  the 
Property  of  the  State,  bavins  been  reserved,  not  for  proprietary  Use, 
but  that  of  some  Indians,  who  appear  to  have  forsaken  them.— M' 
Hall,  the  Agent  for  eonfiscated  Estates,  will  follow  such  Directions 
as  you  may  please  to  give  in  the  Matter.* 

I  had  promised  myself  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  yon  before  you  left 
Town,  as  I  wish'd  to  have  had  your  Opinion  &  Advice  on  some  Matters 
of  a  public  Nature — but  your  close  Attendance  upon  Court  deprives 
your  Friends  of  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  so  often  as  they  wish. 

This  Opp^  going  immediately,  I  must  beg  if  you  see  your  Brother 
soon,  to  present  him  my  Regard,  &  acquaint  him  that  I  have  received 
his  Letter,  which  I  shall  answer  in  a  short  Timf,  &  am^  with  Com- 
pliments to  M'*  Atlee  &  Family,  with  much  Esteem, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  & 

very  Hbble.  Serv. 

The  Hon.  W"  Atlee,  Esq',  One  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court. 


Major  Lbb  to  Prbs.  Rbbb,  1779. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  in  the  present  enclosure,  a  let** 
from  the  Clothier  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvauia,  in  reply  to  an  appli- 
cation made  by  me  in  accordance  to  a  late  resolution  of  Congress 
announced  in  general  orders. 

I  pray,  sir,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  on  the  subject  of  the 
gentlemen  of  my  corps.  Subjects  of  Pensylvania  are  not  entitled  to 
equal  advantages  with  the  troops  from  that  state,  then  it  behooves 
the  United  States  to  pay  attention  to  them  ,*  &  your  Excellency's 
decision  will  enable  me  to  oonolode  whether  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress was  form'd  to  advantage  the  objects  of  it,  or  only  to  amuse. 

Should  the  Cloathier  have  misunderstood  his  instructions,  an  order 
from  your  Excellency  to  Captain  M^'Lane  in  behalf  of  the  three 
officers  from  Pennsylvania  in  my  corps,  will  fully  answer  every  purpose. 

*  See  page  54. 
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The  gentlemen  have  reoeiyed  nothing  ont  of  the  liberal  snppljs  TOted 
bj  the  State  for  the  nee  of  their  troops ;  therefore,  I  presnme  ihey 
inll  be  considered  as  entitled  to  their  full  share  of  Uie  allowanoe 
for  '79. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  most  affectionate  respect,  yoor 
Excellency's  most  hum.  serv', 

HSNBY  LEEJun% 

ord*  cone*  aid* 

Mod.  Cty-  23<  Becb,  '79. 

His  Exoallency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq. 


BoA&D  OF  Wae  to  Prbs.  Rbej>,  1779. 

War-Office,  JDecF  23, 1779. 
Sir, 

For  the  information  of  yoor  Bxcellem^  and  the  honoarable  Coun* 
eil,  we  ineloae  yoo  an  extract  of  a  letter  horn  his  Excellency  Qeneral 
Washington,  relative  to  the  cQQ^>any  lately  commanded  by  cap*  Lee 
k  Gap*  Porter,  ]>ropoeed  to  be  annexed  to  Proctor's  reg*.* — When 
we  reeeiTc  the  General's  final  answer,  we  will  do  onrselTes  the  hononc 
to  oommonicate  the  same  to  your  J^oellency. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be 
your  Excelleney's 

most  obed*  serrants* 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

TIM.  PIGEEEING. 
His  Excellency  Josq[rfi  Seed,  Esq'. 


Board  ov  War  to   Prbs.  Bbbd,  1770« 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  and  the  honoura- 
ble  Goancil,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Gol.  Weltnerf  to  the  board, 
respecting  his  disposition  of  the  Troops  on  the  Frontiers  of  PenDs% 
&  am,  with  high  respect,  y  Excellency's  most  obed.  serv. 

By  ordef  of  the  board, 

BEN.  STOBDEBT,  Sec'y. 
Direcied, 

His  Excellency,  President  Seed. 

(War  Office.) 

*  See  page  48.  f  See  page  40. 
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Fbm*  Bud  to  Tbiaburbb^,  177d. 

P«,Detf'24*,  177». 

Sir, 

Tka  pxesent  Exigencies  of  pablick  AffitirSi  a  partioalar  DetaO  of 
wbioh  would  show  not  only  how  much  tke  general  Intenaata^  bat  the 
Honour  &  Safety  of  the  State  auffer  by  the  ezbauBted  Ooxulitaon  of 
the  Treasury,  has  induced  the  executiye  Power  of  Grovemment  to 
make  this  special  Applioadon  to  all  Persons  who,  having  been  em- 
ployed in  publick  Business,  have  Monies  in  their  Hands.     The 
Number  of  these  throughout  the  State  must  be  very  considerable  ; 
&,  as  there  is  no  GUme  wherein  they  can  make  payment  with  more 
Ease  to  themaelTCS,  we  desire  that  you  will  exert  yourself,  &  in  faith- 
ful Discharge  of  your  Dnty^  as  weu  as  Justice  to  the  Publick,  make 
Betum  of  idl  Persons  in  your  County,  within  the  above  Description^ 
who  refuse  or  negleet  your  Application.    The  Emissions  being  now 
■topp'd,  it  bebovea  bb  in  our  respective  Stations  to  see  Justice  doao 
our  Oouatry,  not  only  by  Oeoonomy  &  Prudence  in  the  Expenditures, 
but  in  calling  to  Account  all  publick  Defkulters  by  whatever  name- 
or  Office  they  are  or  have  been  distinguisbed.    We  most  refer  ya«r 
to  the  printed  Papers  for  our  spedal  Motivee,  &  have  now  to  reqaeaft 
&  direct  you  to  cause  the  Acts  of  Council  to  be  set  up  in  the  most 
distingubhed  Places,  &  to  be  read  in  Courts  or  other  publick  Occa- 
sionfr---&  also  to  direct  them  specially -to  any  Persons  whom  yoa 
know  or  believe  to  fall  within. the  above  Description;  and  in  short, 
to  take  every  other  Measure  for  this  desirable  Purpose  which  your 
Prudence  &  Judgment  shall  direct    We  have  also  sent  Direetiens 
to  the  Commissioners  &  others  employed  in  the  publick  Taxes,  to 
quicken  them  in  that  important  Business,  &  hope  you  will  forward 
it  as  far  as  lays  in  your  Power — ^inferming  us,  from  Time  to  l^me, 
of  the  State  of  your  County  in  these  Respects,  &  we  assure  you  a  due 
Attention  will  be  paid  to  any  Representations  you  may  make  on  these 
very  interestikig  Concerns. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.;  Hbble  Sorv. 

To  ,  Esq., 

Treasurer  of  the  County  of 
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Fbis.  Bxbd  to  Pbothokotariss,  1779. 

P*,  Dmf  24%  1779. 

Sr, 

The  present  Eligeney  of  pnblick  Aihin,  a  pertieular  Detail  of 
whjA  VDoU  BboWj  Bol  o&Iy  how  maeh  the  general  Intereete,  bat  the 
Honour  &  Safety  of  the  State  suffer  by  the  exhausted  Condition  of 
the  Treasoryi  has  indnoed  the  ezeontiye  Powers  of  OoyemoMBt  te 
make  a  very  speoial  Applieation  to  allTersons  employed  in  the  Col- 
leetion  &  Management  of  the  pnblie  Taxes,  to  urge  them  to  the  Dis- 
eharge  of  this  necessary  &  important  Duty.  The  speoial  M otiTes  on 
this  Oooasion  are  so  plainly  expressed  in  the  Minted  Letters  aeoon« 
panying  this,  that  I  need  only  refer  yon  to  themy  &  request  you  to 
send  to  each  Commissioner  of  your  County  a  proportionate  Number 
of  tfie  LetterSi  to  be  by  them  sent  to  the  seyeral  Assessors  &  Colleo- 
tors  to  excite  them  to  Dilligenoe  &  Expedition  worthy  the  great 
Cause  in  wbfeh  We  hsTQ  be^i  sp  long  ft  successfully  engag^,  ft 
equal  to  the  present  Necessity. — ^We  recommend  them,  thereforci  to 
your  particular  Care,  ft  depend  upon  your  forwarding  them  with  all- 
eontenient  Dispatdi. 

I  am,  Sir,  Tour  Obed.  ft 
yery  Hbble.  Sery. 

To  ,  BfK|.| 

Prothonolary  of  the  County  of 


Oapt.  Batb)  Zeigub  to  Pbbb.  Bjued,  1779. 

Honourable  General^ 

Great  Uneasiness  was  among  the  Gentlemen  Officers  in  not  receiy- 
ing  Tea  ft  Coffee^  or  some  article  in  Liu  of  said.  After  Informing 
them  that  it  could  not  be  proeaied  they  aU  was  Salosfay'. 

Humbly  I  beg  your  Excellency  of  a  few  Lines  to  the  Officers 
Comflaaadk^  the  diyision  in  regard  of  this,  which  would  haye  more 
to  say  than  if  was  Able  to  Speak  a  week  long  to  them,  and  would  take  a 
General  Satis&ction  in  the  Line.  I  am  no  Writer  to  make  Ezsprea-i^ 
sion  how  well  it  would  be  for  the  Gentlemen  which  takes  my  Place 
alter  this. 

The  ArtiHisry  4th  ft  11th  P.  Be^menfs  proposed  to  draw  from 
ine  by  the  lat  Januaiy.    I  theiefoie  send  my  Seijeant  to  Philada. 
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for  forwarding  a  Large  Cargo^  whioh  will  be  Transported  by  Land 
from  Philadelphia. 

Honoorable  General^ 

I  have  Ihe  Honour  to  be 

Yoor  moat  humble  and 
yeiy  Obedient  Seryantj 

DAVID  ZEIOLER,  Capt  1  P.  Beg't. 

DirecUdj 

On  pabliek  Business. 

His  Eiceelkmoy,  Joseph  Reed;  Esquire^  Goyemor  for  the  State  o^ 
Pennsylvaniay  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Matlaok  to  Pass.  Bbjsd,  1779. 

The  Fleet  which  I  mentioned,  in  mine  of  yesterdaji  consisting  of 
upwards  of  an  hundred  sail,  Mr.  Tilghman  tells  me  is  the  homeward 
bound  trade,  under  convoy  of  a  74,  and  two  small  ships.  The 
Transports  with  the  troops  on  board  are  still  at  the  watering  place, 
60  or  60  sail.  It  is  conjectured  these  transports  are  waiting  the  last 
hour  for  intelligence  by  the  October  Paoket|  which  has  been 
expected,  impatiently,  for  some  time. 

T.  MATLACK. 
Morris,  Dec.  26, 1779. 

DirecUd^ 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President. 


GoL.  Matlack  to  Pbbs.  Besd,  1779. 

Morris  Town,  Dec.  27, 1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  enclosed  letter  for  Mrs.  Burgin  is  from  HcimI  Quarter^  and 
contains  an  order  for  proTisions  to  be  delivered  to  her. 

His  Excellency,  Oen.  Washington,  has  thouffht  it  proper  to  pay 
her  this  attention,  and  I  must  beg  you  will  send  Jimmy  or  Sneider 
with  the  Letter  to  her. 


PENNSTLYANIA  ABGHIYES  1779*  61 

Ko  News  this  morning,  but  a  Free  Mason  Prooeanon  intended 
this  day,  will  probably  delay  the  Conrt  Martial. 
I  am;  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Tonr  moet  obt.  8ervt| 

T.  MATLACK. 
IHrected, 

His  Ezoellenoyi  Joseph  Beed,  Esqnire,  President  of  the  state  rf 
Pennsylvania. 


Jambs  McLbkb  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

P«,  Dee.  27th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Being  informed  this  morning  that  in  the  townships  Near  Oarlisle, 
in  Cumberland  County,  No  Collector  has  Demanded  the  fifteen  mil- 
lion tftx,  (Jk  the  State  Being  much  Befieeted  on  for  Being  Dilatory,) 
I  sabnii  it  to  your  Exeek  whether  it  would  Not  Be  proper  for  you 
to  write,  or  Direct  Mr.  Bittenhonse  to  write  to  the  treasurer  of 
Cumberland  on  the  Subject,  &c 

I^Bemain  yoor  Ezcely*  most 

obedient  Hbl«  Serrt, 

JAS.  MoLENE. 
IHrected, 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  President 


Pbbs.  Bbbb  to  Dblbqatbs  tv  Congbbss,  1779, 

Gentlemen, 

I  indobe  yon  a  Beport  of  a  Committee  of  Council  upon  the  State 
of  the  Barracks.*  These  Buildings  haying  been  giren  up  to  the  Use  of 
the  United  States,  it  will  be  expected  that  they  be  repaired  at  their 
Expense,  &  in  this  view  the  whole  Business  will  probably  fall  under 
the  Direction  of  Congress,  or  their  own  exeoutiye  Board.  Should 
there  be  any  Attempt  to  refer  the  Correction  of  these  Abuses  to  the 
Authority  of  the  State,  we  desire  jou  would  object  to  it.  We  can- 
not think  of  iuYolying  ourselyes  in  any  farther  Disputes  with  these 
Officers^  who  being  under  the  immediate  Appointment  of  Congress, 

,    ♦  See  Col.  Eec.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  208,  211 
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'  resent  our  Interference  &  in  Oondeqnende  treat  ns  with  very  little 
Bespect  or  Deoency,  A;  we  think  in  this  Case  itisnnneoessary  bedatifle 
they  are  under  the  InspeotioH  of  thtefr  ifcn&uidfate  Sifperiorsk  At  all 
Events  we  decline  acting  farther  than,  giving  yo9  Information  as 
Members  of.  Coogress,    oeing    resolved   never  again    to  commit 

^  ourselves  as  Parties  or  Aocnsers,  &  with  the  Officers  of  Congress 
incur  the  Imputation  of  indulging  private  Besentment|' when  we 

.have  only  the  pabliok  Interests  tn  View./  These  sentboentB  are  for^ 
your  own  Government  only,  unless  any  Measure  should  be  ]^N>po06d 
which  may  make  it  necessary  for  you  to  disclose  them. 

I  am^  Genty  lour  Obed.  H'bble  servt. 


BoAKD  ov  'War  to  Col.  Wbltnbr,  1779, 

:  War  Office,  Dec.  28, 1770. 

Kr, 

Inclosed  you  have  a  Oopy  of  the  Presidenfa  Letter,  respeotisg 
the  Corps  formerly  Commanded  by  Major  Oibtendorf.  It  is  repre- 
sented to  us  that  forty  two  men  out  df  the  different  Companies  whose 
times  are  at  present  near  expiring,  can  be  engaged  for  tibe  War. 
We  have  sent  you  recruiting  moniqr  for  that  Purpose,  which  you  will 
deliver  to  such  of  the  Officers  (bb  shall  be  agreed  on  among  them- 
selves,) who  are  to  continue  in  Service;  the  Proportion  of  officers 
not  to  exceed  the  number  of  Men  who  are  engaged  for  the  Waf ; 
when  this  arrangement  is  made  and  the  Men  enlisted  for  the  War, 
we  could  wish  they  would  be  annexed  to  your  Regiment,  provided 
it  would  be  productive  of  no  disturbance  among  the  officers. 

We  also  send  you  reoruitfng  ItfDney  for  your  own  Regiment; 
both  Sums  amounting  to  ten  Thousand  Dollars ;  if  you  meet  with 
suocesa^  you  may  hate  mdre  money  by  iqpplyiKig  for  it. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  obt.  Servt., 

By  order  of  the  board. 

BEN.  STODDEOT,  Sec'y, 
(A  Copy.) 
GoL  Weltoier,  Commanding  at  Sunbury. 
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Bensellbb  Williams  to  Fbes.  Bebd^  1779. 

Sir, 

At  the  request  of  M'  Pringk,  I  am  to  aoquaint  yoa  of  Uie  otoie 
of  his  stay  here,  which  was  owing  to  the  not  ooming  of  Ooyemor 
Idviagston  to  tiiis  plaoe,  who  is  expeot'd  every  day ;  &  as  nothing 
.with  propriety  co'd  be  done  till  his  arriyal,  the  weather  setting  in 
bad,  M'  Pringie  thinks  he  can't  stay  for  the  answer  that  would  be 
giTsn  afltar  the  GtoYemor's  arrivall.  Am,  with  doe  Esteem,  Sir, 
year  most  Obedient,  Hble.  SenrS 

BBN8ELLBR  WILLIAMS. 
Trenton,  i)eoem»  28**,  1779. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Seed,  Philad^ 


Prbsidknt  Reed  to  Hon.  Thos.  Scott,  1779. 

In  Conncnl, 

Philad%  Deoember  29**,  1779. 
D'Sir, 

Your  Favour,  by  M*"  Linn,  was  dnly  reoeived  &  attended  to  as 
its  Importance  required.  Apprehending  that  any  particular  Direc- 
tions from  this  State  would  not,  in  such  a  Oase,  meet  with  due  Respect 
&  Obedience,  we  thought  it  best  to  lay  the  Matter  before  Congress, 
which  we  did  by  sending  them  a  Copy  of  your  Letter,  with  such 
Remarks  as  occurred  to  us.  You  know  that  Body  is  not  very  quick 
in  its  Determinations,  which  has  oooaaioned  our  detaining  M'  Linn 
so  long — but  we  thought  it  most  for  the  publick  Interest  to  do  so, 
rather  than  the  People  should  be  kept  in  suspense.  After  reeeiTing 
the  Determination  of  Congress,  we  issued  the  Proclamation,^^  50  of 
which  M'  Linn  takes  up  with  him — You  will,  from  ite  Import,  see 
that  we  thought  it  best  to  avoid  all  irriteting  Measures,  &  express 
a  Confidence  in  the  Justice  &  Honour  of  Virginia  to  rectify  the 
HeasureB  now  complained  of*  We  were  induced  to  do  this  as  well 
from  Considerations  affecting  the  general  Intereste  of  America,  which 
will  be  materially  injured  by  any  Rupture  between  the  two  States, 
as  Information  that  the  State  of  Virginia  has  been  led  into  the  late 
Measures  by  interested,  designing  Men,  which,  upon  better  Infor- 
mation, they  may  retract;  and  that  as  it  is,  they  are  by  no  Means 
agreed  among  themselves  on  this  Business— so  that,  if  treated  with 
£nendly  Moderation,  we  may  reasonably  hope  an  amicable  Settlement 
—notwithstanding  the  present  un&vourable  Appearances.     We  have 

*  See  GoL  Bee.,  YoL  XIL,  p.  210,  218,  214. 
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sent  yoa  an  attested  Copy  of  the  Resolution  of  Oongress,  that  yoa 
may  commanicate  it  to  the  Commissioners  if  they  are  yet  with  youi 
— and  we  woald  desire  yoa  to  do  it  in  form,  demanding  of  them 
whether  they  will  yield  Obedience  thereto,  &  transmitting  tons  their 
Answer  so  authenticated,  that,  if  necessary,  we  may  lay  the  same 
before  Congress.  We  shall  also  remonstrate  to  the  GoTemment  of 
Virginia,  &  hope  that  our  Efforts  will  be  attended  with  the  hitppy 
Effect  of  relieying  you  &  the  Inhabitants  of  the  disputed  Territory, 
who  are  attached  to  the  State,  from  the  Apprehensions  of  further 
Oppression  &  Injury. — 

But  should  our  Mediations  &  friendly  Desires  on  this  Occasion  not 
meet  with  a  suitable  Return,  &  our  Overtures  of  peace  be  rejected, 
we  assure  you  that  the  Encouragement  gi?en~ln  our  Proclamation 
will  be  fully  complied  with,  so  far  as  lays  within  the  Power  of  this 
Board ;  &  we  doubt  not  the  Assembly,  which  will  soon  meet,  will 
be  equally  disposed  to  maintain  the  just  Claims  &  Jurisdiction  of  the 
State,  &  to  support  those  who  adhere  to  it  in  the  Rightful  Possession 
of  their  Property  &  Estate. — ^If  the  Line  adhered  to  by  the  Com- 
missioners shall  be  ratified  by  Virginia,  we  hope  it  will  have  an 
immediate  Effect  in  restoring  Peace  &  Tranquility,  &  we  shall  give 
you  immediate  Notice  thereof.  In  the  mean  Time,  we  request  you 
to  use  your  utmost  Influence  to  preserve  the  Fidelity  &  Attachm* 
of  the  Inhabitants  to  the  State,  &  to  repel  the  Claims  set  up  by 
every  peaceable  Mode,  &  such  as  are  consistent  with  the  Proclamation 
sent  you,  which  you  will  cause  to  be  dispersed  thro'  the  County — 
sendinff  Copies  thereof  to  Fort  Pitt.  M'  Linn's  Ezpences  amount  to 
above  £600,  whidi  we  shall  discharge;  &  as  these  incidental  Expences 
run  so  high,  you  will  see  the  Necessity  of  making  use  of  other  Oppor- 
tunities when  they  can  be  obtained  with  safety.  We  hope  the 
Members  of  Assembly  from  your  County  will  be  ptmctual  in  their 
Attendance  on  the  House,  as  you  must  be  sensible  from  the  consti- 
tutional Limits  of  our  Board,  that  we  must  be  invested  with  farther 
Powers  before  we  can  give  the  adequate  Relief  if  our  Present  Measures 
fail  of  producing  the  desired  Effect. 

I  have  inclosed  the  late  News  Papers,  ft  wishing  you  better  Health, 
so  as  to  give  your  Assistance  at  the  Board,  especially  if  the  Disturb- 
ances continue,  remain, 

D*  Sir,  your  sincere  Friend, 

&  Obed.,  Hbble.  Serv., 
JOS.  REED. 
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Col.  Brodhbad  to  Ool.  Loohbt,  1779. 

Head  Qaarten,  Piitsbiirgh,  Deo'  29%  1779. 
Sir, 

The  bearers  Captain  Clark  and  Enaign  Cooper  with  a  reemitiDg 
party  will  proceed  to  Hannah's  Town  to  recrait  some  Men  &  I  have 
no  Bpnbt  bat  jon  will  ^yh  them  every  possible  assistance.  They 
take  with  them  an  aoo*  of  Shoes  &c.,  furnished  the  di£Ferent  ranging 
Companies  which  be  pleased  to  see  replaced  ont  of  the  Articles  sent 
up  by  the  State. 

Oar  provisions  (particularly  meat)  is  very  de6<nent  of  the  quantity 
I  had  a  right  to  expect  I  think  it  adviseable  to  discharge  the 
Kanging  Companies  so  soon  as  they  are  mustered  and  paid  which  I 
expect  will  be  done  by  the  time  this  reaches  you. 

The  recruiting  officers  are  ordered  to  send  up  such  of  the  men  of 
the  ranging  Companies  as  have  been  recruited  into  the  8^  P.  Ree^. 
during  the  war.  And  I  wish  you  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the 
officers  of  these  Companies  that  they  cannot  now  more  essentially 
serre  their  Country  than  by  encouraging  their  men  to  enlist  during 
the  war. 

If  it  would  not  be  too  inconvenient  I  should  be  glad  to  see  Capt* 
Thompson  here  before  he  returns  to  the  interior  part  of  the  Country. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Dear  sir  your  most  obed*  Serv% 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

Col*  commandg  W.  D 

P.  S.     Please  to  present  my  Compts  to  the  officers.  ' 

D.B, 
Bireeted, 
On  Public  Service. 

To  Col«  Arch*  Lochry  L*  of  Westmoreland  Co*^. 
Hon'd  by         ) 
CaptF  Clark.     / 


GoL.  Isaac  Melohob  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

A  mater  number  of  Troops  are  expected  in  this  Bay  than  can  pos* 
ribly  be  accommodated  in  the  Barracks,  as  there  is  no  law  in  this 
state  to  warrant  ray  quarter  them  on  the  inhabitants,  I  addressed 
mjflelf  to  the  Justices  of  this  City  ^  they  have  refer  me  to  your  Ex- 
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oellj  &  Connolly  you  will  be  pleased  to  consider  the  propriety  of  my 
application  and  give  snch  directioi^  as  you  may  ha  plea^^d  for  my 
goverment — it  intended  to  pay  the  inhabitants  for  fuel  should  any 
be  consumed  belonging  to .  them  or  any  allowjoioe  you  may  judge 
proper.    I  am  with  much  Respect 

Your  Ezoellys 
most  obe  ser, 

J,  MELCHOR. 
Phi.  81  Dec.,  1779. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  .  Reed  Esq.  President  of  the  supreme 
Ezecutiye  Oounoil  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Lochrt  to  Ool.  Baodhbab,  1779. 

HaanastowD,  r  ^^"^  ^>^>  ^779. 
Hon'  Col«, 

Your  feavour  of  29*^*  Instant  was  handed  me  By  Cap^  Clark. 
As  for  the  stores  sent  hear  By  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  Cap"* 
Own  Recpts  Lies  for  them.  I  do  Not  Pretend  to  take  any  Charge 
of  them.  I  Meutioned  your  Request  to  the  officers  &  Doubt  not 
But  what 'they  Borroed  will  be  Replaced  as  soon  as  their  Stores 
Comes  to  hand.  The  paymaster  of  the  RaingiDg  Compauy^s  is  not 
yet  arived,  or  any  orders.from  his  Excellency  the  President  of  this 
State  for  discharging  these  troops.  I  flatter  myself  that  when  the 
Defenceless  state  of  this  Country  is  Represented  we  shall  have 
orders  to  Reinlist  those  Companys. 

The  officers  of  the  Rainging  Companys  ^re  under  the  necessity  of 
Directing  there  Orders  for  Provitions  to  Col*  John  Erwine  whome 
they  think  will  not  Be  Doubted  to  Be  a  proper  Commisary  of 
Ishues  althow  the  Board  of  ware  orderd  a  magazian  to  be  Laid  in  at 
this  Place  to  support  these  troops,  if  that  is  Not  Done  I  am  deter- 
mined to  Represent  that  with  Every  other  Slighty  and  indiflPerent 
support  given  to  this  County  since  the  ware  Commenced.  And 
the  Empossibilaty  of  this  County  standing  next  summer  should  the 
Indian  Hostiliitys  Continue  without  that  necessary  article  of ;  Provi- 
tions. It  would  Be  imprudent  in  me  Circumstanced  as  I  am  to 
Order  any  thing  Consearning  the  men  of  the  Raingers  who  are  in- 
liated  in  the  8*^  P.  R.  Or  even  to  give  any  active  encouragement  till 
J  hear  from  Councel  who  in  that  respect  are  my  shnperiors.  But  I 
do  assure  you  it  Ever  wass  and  Ever  shall  Be  my  Principal  to  Qive 

*  See  page  6ft. 
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Eveiy  aadstanoe  «nd  use  Eyery  Effort  in  my  Power  to  Eyeiy 
recmitiDg  Party. 

A.  LOCHRT. 

A  True  Coppy. 

Indanedj 

Ool«  Loohiys  Letftor  to  Col.  BrojIiMd  to  his  Letters  of  DeG*  18^ 
429%  1779. 


Major  Lks  to  Prbsibbkt  Rbbd,  1779. 

^  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  addressing  yoor  Ezoellenoy  a  few  days 
since/  on  the  sobjeot  of  doathing  for  three  officers  in  my  oorps^  snh- 
jects  of  the  state  of  Pensylyania. 

1  then  transmitted  a  letter  from  Mr.  Swain,  issuing  clothier  at 
csnp)  in  ai^wer  to  qiy  application  on  behalf  of  the  above  mentioned 


Presaming  that  my  address  did  not  reach  yonr  ijxceliency,  I  beg 
leave  to  rep^t  my  request^  to  know  whether  officers  out  of  the  line 
of  the  statOy  citizens  of  the  state,  are  not  entitjed  to  eoual  privileges 
&  compensations  with  the  officers  of  the  line,  agreeable  to  the  reso« 
lotion  of  Congress. 

If  Itiey  are^  I  flatter  myself  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
iasoe  an  order  in  behalf  of  the  underwritten  sentlemen. 

If  the  order  can  be  complied  with  in  Philada.,  Captain  McLene 
will  receive  &  ezeonte  it,  if  it  is  neceesary  that  all  snpplys  should 
come  thro'  the  state  clothier  at  camp,  I  must  request  an  enclosure 
of  your  directions  nnder  cover  to  me. 
I  have  the  honoj  to  be,  Sir, 

with  the  most  singnkr  respect, 

your  Ezcellencys  most  ob.  Servt, 

HSNUr  LBB,  Jan.,  Ass.  Com.  Hd. 
Hon.  Court  house,  81st  Dec,  79. 

Matthew  ibwin,  Sn^eon. 

JAMES  ARMSTRONG,  L*. 

JOHK  GORDON,  Adjntant-H>flicers  in  the  partisan  eorps  ft 
BtibjectB  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvftnia. 

Hu  EzceU'y,  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr. 

*  See  page  66. 
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Col.  BaoBHBAB  to  Captain  John  Clabbji,  1780. 

Head  QoarterS;  PiUsbargh,  Jan.  2nd,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  wrote  toGoI.  Locbry  to  arrest  Captain  Thomas  Campbell^  for 
for  writing  an  Insolent  letter  to  me,  &o,  Idkewise  to  prooiire  a  certified' 
Muster  Roll  of  Captain  Irwin's  Company  &  send  it  to  me ;  and  to 
Captain  Irwin  to  send  up  the  men  of  his  Company  who  are  reinlisted 
^into  the  8th  Pen.  Beg^  during  the  War.  I  have  likewise  desired 
Col.  Lochry  to  arrest  him  for  disobedience  of  my  orders  should  he 
not  comply.  But  as  Mr.  Irwin  is  Col.  Loohry's  Father-in-bw,  he 
will  probably  disobey  my  instructions,  which,  if  he  does,  I  request 
that  you  will  do  all  that  I  have  directed  him  to  do. 

I  hope  you  have  made  some  progress  in  recruiting  &  trust  you  will 
not  suffer  any  thing  that  may  be  said  by  the  people  about  you  to 
prevent  your  engaging  as  many  of  the  Bangers  as  you  can  during 
the  war. 

You  win  probably  see  Captain  Irwin's  men  paraded,  &  I  desire 
you  to  count  them,  &  among  other  things  write  what  numbers  he 
has,  &  by  oblique  enquirie^  endeayour  to  find  out  how  many  are 
absent,  &  where  f    Please  present  my  Compt'  to  Mr.  Coussar. 

I  wish  you  great  success  and  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obed*  senrt 

DAN.  BRODHEAD, 

CoL  Commanding  W.  D. 

Capt.  Jn6.  Clarke. 

A  true  Copy. 
Jos.  L.  Finley,  W.  B. 


Col*  BBomasAB  to  Capt.  Josdh  lawiN,  17B0. 

Head  Quarters  Pittsburgh,  Jan.  ye  2d,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  wrote  to  CoL  Lochry  some  days  ago,  requesting  him  to  direct 
that  the  men  in  your  Company  which  have  been  enlisted  into  the 
8th  Pena.  Reg^  during  the  war  should  be  sent  to  join  the  Regt. 
But  he  thought  it  improper  to  give  any  orders  concerning  them ; 
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wbereford  joa  are  on  the  receipt  of  tbis  order  to  send  them  withoat 
loss  of  tin»e. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  Hble  Seryt., 

BAN.  BBODHEAB, 
Gol.  Commanding  W.  D. 

P.  8.    Ensign  Oonsssr  is  at  Hannah's  Town  &  knows  BMBt  of 
the! 


To  Capt.  Joe.  Irwin. 

A  tnie  oopj. 
Joe*Ii.Finle7,W.  B. 


Col.  Brobhead  to  Col.  Loohby,  1780. 

Head  Qaarters,  Pittsburgh,  Jan.  2d,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  reemved  your  favor  of  the  29th  nltimo. 

The  president  of  tbe  State  wrote  me  tbat  the  ranging  Companies 
were  raised  by  order  of  Congress,  bift  I  know  of  no  Power  he  is 
Tested  with  to  diseharge  or  re-inlist  tbe  Men. 

It  would  give  me  great  Pleasure  to  see  tbe  men  re-inlisted,  daring 
the  War,  and  provided  for  as  other  Cootioental  Troops,  as  otherwise 
they  can  be  of  but  little  Service,  and  if  a  reinforoement  is  not  bad 
by  Spring,  it  will  be  out  of  my  power  to  afford  the  Frontier  that 
protection  which  I  could  wish. 

Mr.  John  Irwin,  is,  doubtless,  the  proper  Commissary  of  issues, 
bat  if  the  Board  of  War  did  order  a  Magazine  be  established  at 
Hannah's  Town,  that  Honble  Board  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
acquaint  me  with  any  orders  conoerniog  it,  but  have  probably  given 
orders  to  the  Gomm^  Oenl.  of  Purchases.  I  don't  know  what  you 
mean  by  ''  slighty  and  indifferent  support,"  siven  to  your  County. 
I  am  very  certain  that  your  County  has  received  much  greater  support 
ance  I  had  tbe  Command  of  this  Department  than  any  other  frontier 
County,  and  the  late  expedition  to  which  your  County  oontributed 
a  very  small  force,  was  evidently  calculated  for  tbe  protection  of 
your  County,  and  in  its  Effects  contributed  greatly  to  tbe  protection 
of  Bedford  &  Northumberland  Counties.  But  some  Gentlemen  may 
find  a  pleasure  in  complaint,  even  under  the  fullest  gratification.  If 
so,  let  them  be  indulged. 

Since  you  apprehend  an  impropriety  in  giving  orderSi  agreeable 
to  my  request,  I  shall  direct  Captain  Erwin  to  send  up  the  M^n,  and 
I  must  Truest  you  to  send  me  a  Copy  of  your  Instructions  from  the 
Vol.  Vllt— 4 
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president  of  tlie  State.  I  sapjpose  yoa  are  amthorixed  to  proenre  a. 
certified  Copy  of  Captain  Erwin's  Master  fioll^  and  I  request  joa 
will  transmit  one  to  mo  by  the  first  opportunity^  or  deliver  it  to  Cap^ 
Clark,  to  be  forwarded  by  him.  And  should  Capt*  Joseph  Erwin 
refuse  to  aend  the  Men  npoir  the  receipt  of  my  Orders^  I  farther 
request  you  to  arrest  him,  and  send  him  here  for  trial. 

I  have  just  received  a  very  insolent  and  impertinent  Letter  from 
Gaptaitt  Thomaa  Cavipbell,  wh0|  f're^ues^t  you  will  lUseirise  mx^t, 
and  send  to  this  place,  where  a  General  Court  Martial  of  the  line  it 
already  ordered,  &  he  may  have  an  immediate  trial. 

Whilst  the  Banging  Companies  were  under  my  Command,  I  took 
all  possible  care  to  have  them  supplied,  but  I  do  not  couoeive  it  to 
be  any  part  of  my  Duty  to  provide  for  troops  who  are  under  the 
immediate  Command  of  any  other  Gentleman. 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  by  the  first  opportunity,  and 
am  with  much  respect  &  esteem,  your  obed*  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD, 

Col.  Commanding  W.  D.'^ 
Direeled,        1 

On  public  Service. 
To  Col.  Archibald  Lpchry,  Lieut,  of  Westmoreland  Co. 


Royal  Fliot  to  Gen.  WASHiiraTON,  1T80. 

Sir^ 

I  have  frequently  within  these  laat  few  days  acquainted  Col*  Ham*-* 
ilton  with  my  prospects  of  supplies — and  thought  I  had  good  authority 
for  all  I  communicated ;  yet  I  now  find  the  event  does  not  precisely 
agree  with  what  I  foretold.  As  soon  as  I  was  informed  that  there 
would  be  a  failure  of  Beef  Cattle  from  the  Eastward,  I  used*  the 
most  probable  methods  of  procuring  a  supply  in  this  State ;  and  I 
had  reason  to  suppose  a  sufficiency  oould  be  collected  to  serve  the 
Army  several  Weeks.  Proper  persons  were  employed  t<5  explore 
every  part  of  this  State.  They  reported  at  first  rather  indefinitely ; 
but  as  soon  as  it  was  known  they  could  expect  no  immediate  sums 
of  money,  their  resources  drew  to  a  point,  and  they  informed  me  with 
exactness  what  they  were  able  to  afford.  Upon  a  Calculation,  it 
appeared  their  succours'  would  carry  us  nearly  to  the  middle  of  the 
present  month.  They  gave  me  assurance  of  sending  on  the  supplies 
they  had,  immediately  and,  from  the  distance,  I  had  reason  to  expect 
considerable  before  this  time.  But  it  does  not  yet  come,  and  the 
Army  are  almost  perishing  fi>r  want    It  distresses  me  exceedingly 

*  S^pi«f  79. 
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thai  I  am  obliged  to^make  ibis  report;  but  I  mnai  mention  faotB. 
My  expeotaiione  are  as  follows : 

Barrels. 
From  M'  Hoc^pery  bx  Sussex  Oonnij^  Sali^^Heai,  400 

•From  Pitts  Town,  ...  .60 

From  the  Gonnties  of  Middlesex  &  Somerset,  •  250 

700 


At  the  North  river  are  Cattle,  .  200  head 

In  the  County,  of  Orange,  .  150 

hi  Sussex,  at  least  ...  20 

In  care  of  M'  Dnnhansay,  .  .  •  50 

420 


Oar  distresses  are  known  to  the  seTeral  persons  who  ha^  chargs 
of  the  foregoing  provisions,  and  I  am  persuaded  they  will  leave 
nothing  undone  to  forward  them.  I  have  no  absolnte  dependanee 
on  any  farther  supplies  of  meat  than  are  mentioned  above.  Tha 
parehasers  here  say  they  would  buy  cattle  if  they  had  money;  of 
which  I  oan  neither  give  nor  promise  them  any,  as  there  is  not  the 
least  prospeet  that  any  adequate  sums  of  money  will  be  fumislked 
tiie  department,  and  our  credit  is  totally  exhausted.  With  respect 
to  Bread,  I  can  only  say  that  there  is  Grain  in  great  number  of  millt 
in  this  State,  which  is  getting  ready  as  fast  as  possible;  and  will  not 
be  delayed  unnecessarily.  I  have  no  more  Bread  at  present  in  Gamp 
^an  will  serve  the  troops  to. morrow.  I  fear  the  Storm  will  keep 
the  waggons  frotn  moving,  as  well  as  the  Cattle  from  travelling.^ 
I  am,  with  Great  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  Ob*  Ser*, 
EOYAL  FLINT, 

A.  Com'y  Purchases. 
Morris  Town,  Jan'y  8*,  1780 
His  Excell'y  Gen>  Washington. 

IndorMetnenL 
1780,  ree*  January  U^.    Bead  in  Council  the  same  dayi. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  227. 
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Instructioks  of  Council  to  Libutbnants,  1780^ 

In  Gonneil,  Janimry  3»  1780. 
Instraotions  tothe  LieatenaDts  and  Sab-LieutenantS;  appointed  to' 

reoeive  the  Recruits. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  a  Law  of  this  State,  passed  the  last  Sessions,  impow- 
ering  Conocil  to  appoint  an  Officer  or  Officers  for  the  Purpose  of 
receiving  the  recruits,  that  shall  be  enKsted  pursuant  to  said  Act,  we 
have  appointed  the  Lieutenants  and  Sub-Lieutenants-of  each  Gouotj : 
In  which  Duty  jou  will  conform  to  the  following  Instructions : 

1.  You  are  to  receive  none  but  those  able  of  Body  and  fit  for 
Service,  as  Soldiers, — ^not  old  Men  or  Boys,  nor  Deserters  from  the 
British  Army,  or  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  or  Wag- 
goners engaged  for  any  Term  of  public  Service. 

2.  You  are  to  take  the  Recruits  to  the  most  convenient  Place  for 
subsisting  them,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Purchases 
where  they  are  to  be  supported  at  Continental  Ezpence,  by  the  Com- 
missary of  Issues  of  the  United  States. 

8.  Until  they  are  marched  to  such  Place,  you  are  to  subsbt  tbem* 
at  the  most  reasonable  Rate  in  the  County,  not  ezoeeding  Two  Shik 
linff  and  six  pence  per  Day. 

4.  In  your  service  herein  you  will  be  allowed 

for  every  Reerait  so  deliveied  by  joa 
to  the  Continental  Officer  who  will  conduct  them  to  Camp. 

5.  In  case  any  Deserter  is  tendered^  agreeable  to  the  4th  Seetton 
of  the  said  Act,  you  will  t^e  charge  of  him ;  and  if  by  his  own 
confession  signed  by  himself,  or  the  Oath  of  any  Continental  Oflioer, 
it  shall  appear  he  is  a  Deserter,  yon  will  secure  him  in  Irons  and 
send  him  to  Goal  till  the  Troops  march,  and  no  Class  is  to  be  deemed 
exempt  from  famishing  the  Recruit,  until  suck  Deserter  shall  be 
ascertained,  as  aforesaid  :  Such  Confession  or  Oath  to  be  forwarded 
to  Camp  with  the  Prisoner. 

6.  You  are  also  to  receive  from  the  Justices,  with  the  Recruits, 
the  Attestations  and  Certificates,  which  you  are  carefully  to  forward 
to  this  Board. 

7.  Regular  Accounts  to  be  kept  of  all  Expenditures  ;  for  reim- 
bursing of  which,  Draughts  will  be  made  by  this  "Board,  when  the 
Account  is  furnished  and  approved. 

8.  In  Case  any  Recruit  shall  desert  after  Inlistment,  you  are 
immediately  to  advertise  him,  ofiering  Twenty  Shillings  Specie  for 
apprehending  him ;  and  you  are  desired  to  put  the  Law  strictly  in 
Force,  against  every  Person  harbouring  Deserters,  by  which  they 
are  liable  to  pay  £5,  Specie,  for  every  Offence,  to  be  recovered  before 
any  Justice  of  the  Peace.* 

W  MOORE, 

Vice  Prerident 
*  From  printed  handbill. 
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Wm.  Govbtt  AiH)  Wm,  Gkddes  to  CoUHCIli,  1780, 

Hon.  Sir, 

We  received  your  Reqnisitioii  of  the  !•*,  &  shonld  be  happj  itt 
waitiDg  on.  yon^  but  the  weather  being  bad,  we  hope  will  pl^  oor 
aofficient  excuse,  as  M'  Nioholson,  oar  Clerk,  caii  satisfy  yoa  as  to 
what  yoa  desire  to  know  respeotiDg  Oeu'  Arnold's  aooountSj  ha?eing 
gone  throngh  the  whole  of  them  with  us. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  your 

Honors'  Most  ob*  serv*»,       

W-  GOVETT, 


Treaso'y  office,  3  Jan.  1780. 


WILL.  OBDDES.* 


John  Nicholson  to  Frxs,  Besb,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  presented  the  note  I  received  from  yon,  to  HessF*  Govett  and 
Qeddes  according  to  voar  request,  and  wish  to  lay  my  sentiments 
also  before  yonr  EzcelleDcy  respecting  the  Memorandums  of  Genl. 
Arnold  allnded  to,  which,  if  prodnced,  must  evince  the  contrarv  of 
the  Inference  from  Major  Franks  having  had  free  recourse  to  them 
and  his  other  papers,  vias*,  thatthe  General  had  no  concerns  in  trade 
during  his  Command  in  this  City. 

I  remember  particularly  to  have  seen  a  large  sum  created  on  acc^ 
of  his  *^  Carolina  concern,''  as  he  termed  it — ^I  think  there  were  several 
entries  for  pieces  of  goods  sold,  and  I  am  confident  I  saw  Mr.  West's 
name  in  them  ;  Mr.  Govett  says  he  also  saw  it,  which  corroborates 
my  opinion,  fdtho'  I  cannot  remember  on  what  occasion  it  was  used. 
They  also  contained  several  other  things  of  a  commercial  nature, 
which,  if  proved,  must,  I  think,  militate  against  that  part  of  Major 
Franks'  evidence. 

I  highly  revere  the  Military  character  of  General  Arnold,  but  at  the 
same  time  am  desirous  of  giving  every  information  I  can  of  his  abuse 
of  power,  and  shall  be  happy  if  any  thing  I  know  can  be  of  service 
to  the  public. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  With  the 

highest  respect,  your  Bzcellenoy's 

mo.  obt.,  very  humble  serv**, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON-t 

Chamber  of  Accounts,  Jan'y  4%  1780. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XII.,  page  219.  226. 
t  See  Qol.  Reo.,  YoL  XU.,  page  219.  226. 
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Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Bbbb,  1780* 

War  Office,  Jan'y  4, 1780. 
Bar,  ' 

The  Iward  are  fitvored  with  yours  of  yesterday,  &  retam  tbeir 
thanks  for  your  Ezoellcncy's  attention  to  the  Public  Interest— in 
Qonseqnence  whereof  they  have  conversed  with  Mr.  Bright,  &  will 
endeavour  to  remedj  the  abuse ;  but  as  it  arises  chiefly  iVnom  pecul»- 
tion  on  the  road,  it  is  to  be  feared  it  ijrill  be  almost  impossible  to 
prevent  it. 

Inclosed  is  tlie  copy  of  a  letter  the  board  wrote  to  Col.  Weltner, 
previous  to  their  receipt  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Hble.  the  Council 
on  the  subject  of  Schott's  Corps. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  respect,  y  Ezoellenoy's 

most  ^bed.,  Humble  gerv. 

By  order  of  the  board, 

BEN.  STODDEET,  Sec'y.* 
Direciedj 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  iReed|  Esq.^  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
(War  Office.) 


Q[Zi.  Irvihb  to  Qvsu  OsoRefe  WASHmaTOK,  1779. 

Cranes  Milla,  Jan  y  i^^,  1780. 

Bir, 

When  I  wrote  tout  Excellency  the  1*^  lost.  I  had  hope  that  I 
ahould  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  troubling  about  provisions } 
but  I  was  mistaken,  for  notwithstanding  repeated  promises  from  the 
Commissary  here  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  more  ^han  one  days 
bread  since  I  came  here  except  some  Buckwheat  and  ji  little  con^ 
this  I  borrowed  from  the  inhabitants,  and  was  obliged  to  promise  to 
pay  them  in  kind.  They  have  been  very  hospitable  but  seeing 
little  prospect  of  being  paid,  my  credit  be^ns  to  run  low  and  they 
make  a  thousand  apologys  particularly  scarcity  for  their  families. 

My  out  Guards  croud  Expresses  on  me,  complaining  of  want  and 
in  short  expressing  fears  that  will  not  be  able  to  keep  their  men 
long  together  without  Relief. 

The  spirit  of  desertion  still  prevails  six  have  left  the  out  posts  at 
different  times.    The  detached  state  they  are  in  facilitates  their 

«  Bee  Qoi..Reo.,  Vol.  xn.«  219. 
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escape,  loijleed  is  a  temptation.  I  aasore  yonr  Excenency  it  dis- 
tresdes  me  exceedingtj  to  harass  yoa  with  CompUinta  &  have  for- 
born  aa  long  as  I  think  eonsistetit  with  my  duty — Shall  be  happy 
when  io  my  power  to  give  yoa  more  favorable  aocoimta. 

I  am  &e., 

WILL-  lEVINE  • 

Directed, 
Genl.  Washington. 


Extract   of   a   Better   from   Gbnl.    Washinotoh   to 
CoiroRBSS,  1780. 

Dated;  Head  QaarterS;  Morriistown,  Jan.  y«  5%  1780. 

^1%  glides  me  eztnme  pain  that  I  shonld- Still  be  hol<fing  np  to 
t3ongre88  oar  wants,  on  the  seore  of  provisioDB,  when  I  am  eonvineed 
i,hej  fire  doing  all  they  can  for  our  Relief,  dnty  and  neeeantj;  how* 
ever  eonstrain  me  to  do  it. 

The  endosed  eopies  of  letteiv  from  M'  Hint  the  Asristint  Oom« 
toisaary  'and-  from  Gen*  Irvine,  who  eomnmnds  at  pfeeent  ovr 
advanced  troops,  eentaia  a  jnet  represeiM«tion  of  our  aitaation.  To 
add  to  ow  dfltiieaities  I  very  mnch  fear  that  the  lale  violent  snow 
storm  has  so  bkeked  vp  the  i^oade  that  it  will  be  some  days  before 
the  seaa^  supplies  in  this  quarter  can  be  brought  to  Oamp.  The 
^l^reops;  bel^  Offieers  and  men  have  borne  their  dislresB  with  a 
patienee  scarcely  to  be  conceived,  Many  of  Uie  latter  have  been 
font  or  f  ve  days  withoul:  ineat  entirety  &  shMt  of  bread  and  none 
but  on  very  scanty  supplies.  Borne  for  their  preservatten  have  been 
compelied  to  maraud  and  rob  from  the  Inhabitants  and  I  have  it 
not  in  my  power  to  punish  or  to  repress  the  praotiee.  If  our  coin 
dition  should  not  undergo  a  Tery  Speedy  and  oofarfderable  change 
for  the  better — it  will  he  difficult  to  point  out  all  the  consequences 
that  may  ensue.  ^  About  forty  of  the  eattle  mentioned  by  M'  Flint 
got  in  last  ntght."f 

•  See  Ck>Ion.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.»  p.  227. 
t  See  CoL  Rec.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  227. 
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Fbancis  Swainb  to  Prbs.'Rbed9  1780. 

Cunp  near  MornBtowiii  Jao^  6*^,  1780. 
Most  Respeoted  SiTi 

Your  Exoelleno/fl  favor  of  the  9**  December*  I  reoeiTed  bj  Col* 
Humptoiiy  on  GbristmaB  day  respecting  the  Clothing  acooant,  but 
had  it  not  in  my  power  to  Concert  any  plan  with  the  Gkn'  Offioera 
as  none  of  them  were  present  6en>  S'  Glair  being  gone  to  PoCsgiove 
Oen'  Waine  with  the  Light  Infantry^  Gen>  Irvine  on  Oomand  & 
Gen^  Hand  gone  home. 

I  wrote  some  time  ago  informing  yonr  Excellency  I  had  oom- 
pleated  the  distribution  of  the  officers  Clothing,  I  have  likewise 
(after  a  long  train  of  difficulties)  oompleatd  the  distribution  of  the 
soldiers  clothing,  most  part  of  them  being  packed  up  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that  it  Occasioned  ten  times  the  trouble  which  it  would  have 
done,  had  they  been  pack'd  up  properly.  A  view  of  the  Invoice 
will  show  the  Irregular  manner  in  which  they  were  pack'd. 

Gen'  Wilkinson  has  received  a  quantity  of  Shoes  for  the  soldiers, 
hope  the.  small  number  which  I  brought  from  Ptulad*  will  not 
hinder  me  from  deceiving  my  quota  for  our  troops. 

Before  I  left  Philadelphia  your  Sxcellonoy  directed  me  act  to 
Issue  any  Glothfug  to  the  Artillery  (except  the  offieess)  as  Cd* 
Proctor  had  drawn  Clothing  for  them  in  Phiiad*  and  since  I  have 
been  here  some  of  the  artillery  Officers  informed  me,  that  CoL 
Proctor  made  e  bmg  of  it  at  Head  quarters,  that  he  had  supply'd 
•has  regiment  with  Clothing,  and  notwithstanding  that,  Captain 
Craig  (who  Commands  the  Regiment,ybrought  me  a  return  of  their 
wanting,  Hats,  Vests,  Shirts,  shoes  A  Stookinga,  and  have  (by  G^^ 
S^  Clair's  Orders)  supplyd  part  their  wants,  by  drawing  from  the 
Continental  store  at  Morristowa.  As  Colo.  Prootor  is  in  Phila- 
delphia he  can  inform  your  Excellency  what  qoantity  of  Clothing  he 
drew  for  his  regiment. 

Last  smday  being  the  2*  the  month,  there  fell  a  prodigious 

quantity  of  snow,  attended  with  an  exceeding  high  wind  which  has 

fiird  up  the  roads  to  the  top  of  the  fences,  and  made  it  Impossible  to 

travel,  and  I  believe  Occaslon'd  a  soaroil^  of  Provisions  in  Camp. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  Very  Humble  servant, 

FRANCIS  SWAINE. 

P.  S.  The  Officers  in  General  has  no  notion  of  the  Caps,  neither 
have  I  forcM  them  to  except  of  y". 
Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq.  President  of  the  State  Penn- 
sylvania. 

*  Bee  pages  84. 
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OoL.  Lbwis  Nicola  to  Frjbb.  Revx^^  1780. 

Sir, 

FIto  men  who  deserted  from  the  Thmmes  frigftte  the  night  ti  the 
1**  txur*  saj  she  is  Ktid  up  at  one  of  the  wharfe  of  New  York ;  tbi6 
tioymllisty  fermerl;  the  Oliver  Groinwell  &  twtt  armed  brigs  are  in 
the  same  sUoatioD,  the  Kainhow  of  40  Onns  the  only  th)p  of  Ibrett 
now  in  York  Harboor,  the  ftoee  fHgate  of  20  gnns  neiisked  on  (ler 
passage  home.  Two  fleets  sailed  this  latter  part  of  last  ntonth,  one 
lor  Cork  the  other  for  the  southward  ft  as  a  storm  arose  2  or  8  days 
after  it  was  apprehended  they  mnst  IkaTe  Sii0^ed  the  day  after  the 
departure  of  die  fleet  a  sloop  sailed  wfth  Horses.  Susi  hdbtt  these 
men  deserted  it  wais  reported  that  a  40  gnn  ship  wav  sild  to  be  lost 
oflf^  Egg-Harbonr  supposed  to  be  the  Bomley  as  she(  WM  the  lasl  of 
the  fleet  that  went  out  Oen^  Clbton  on  board.  TheBrft^nia  of  20 
guns  a  privateer  eertalnly  lost  of  the  Hook  atioAei^  n  doep  #ald  to 
hare  sunk,  her  mast  bead  only  appearing.  TheThsfmes  f^fkb&wni 
surprized  by  the  led  ft  with  difficulty  goto iothe  wharf.  Informants 
do  not  know  any  thing  of  more  troops  embarking.  The  ships  toler^ 
ably  well  manned  there  being  a  continual  press. 
Permit  me  to  Assure  you 

that  X  *m  wUb  x^speot  ^j 

'  Your  fiaRoUansies 

most'obed'^Sei^  .  . 

'  LBWIS  NlCQi4A,T:  ir.    \ 
January  6«V  1780. 

To  his  ExceHeney  Joseph  Reed  President  of  tho  State. 


^     tJOL;  L0CRRSf7  10  PEffi.   RffiSD,   1T80# 

Hannas  TowOj  January  9*,  1T80.' 
Hay  it  please  yoi^  BzaeUenayi 

I  wa0-  honored  with  your  letWr  in  Ocumoil  of  Oat'  80<^«  last  hr 
Oipt.  amiin.  ; 

The  two  mnghig  Oompanies  ware sMioned .«*  the  EklaMng  and 
Fort  Crtnrferd,  sft  month  of  a  Ofeek  ealltd  P^eRataea  Onek,  on  the 
AAeghanjj  RtTek-,  Irbieh  posts  were  wail  caleuiatad  to  oorer  the 

*8eeVeLVIL,  770. 
4* 
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Col*  Brodheady*  for  some  reasons  best  known  to  himself,  and 
without  dbnaultiBg  me  jor  any  of  the  Gentlemen  of  ifai|  Coantj 
ordered  both  Companies  to  Fort  Pitt. 

On  receivinff  jonr  Ezoellenoj's  Orders  for  stationing  these  tro^;i^ 
I  m^de  Colo,  orodhead  acquainted  with  the  authoritj  I  was  yested 
mrithi  (the  Cppf  of  which  Letter  I  send  enoloaedi;  with  the  Odginalf 
pf  such  a«  I  reottved  from  him  on  this  sobjeot^  with  ooyies  of  mj 
fimwe^  to  the  f^me,  for  jour  Bzeellenoies  perusal.) 

Tl^e  priaeipal  Pe^e  in  the  CoonC^,  and  more  partieularly  on  the 
frontier^  Wgio  |o  be  ^larped  at  h^  conduct  in  strippii^  that  part 
#ntire)y  of  tnK>p%  ^od  laying  it  qpen  to  the  ^xcurtions  of  the  savage^  ; 
aiid  it  is  rsportod  the  Sayagps  tpr^  drove  te  Niagara  and  Detroit^  and 
theve  supported  by  the  British.  If  this  be  so  we  ma^  expect  their 
visits  wij  next  ^DriDg^andi  it  isgenerally  thought  in  such  bodies 
ihaA  ifo  o^nnql  withstand  them.  We  cannot  even  ball  out  the  Mili- 
tia of  the  Cpantj  for  want  of  Provision.  Colo.  jBrodhead  will  not 
^il%r  a  3dUgaainje  ^  be  laid  in  at  this  place,  and  has  refused  giving 
ibe  B»R0;i9g  Co^Awnias  any  aubeistance.  We  are  obliged  to  billet 
them  out  in  tlie  Oopntry  by  fours  and  fives  in  a  house,  the  distressed 
I^bftbiti^nts  h{S|ng  wUltug  to  share  the  store  laid  in  for  their  own 
families  rather  than  let  the  men  be  dispersed;  and,  indeed,  I  see  no 
possibility  of  standing  next  Summer  should  the  Indian  Hostilities 
oontinue. 

Should  your  Ezoellenoy  thinlt  proper  to  give  orders  for  the  rein- 
listing  these  Companies  fdr  one  year  longer,  the  Officers  think  it 
can  b^  done  by  gvvipg  Ma|^^  Encouragement ;  and  if  their  servioe 
is  u^  W^^.  ^  ^^  tfentier,  it  is  probable  it  msy  in  some  other 
Quarter,  and  [  assure  you' my  study  shall  be  to  convert  their  service 
to  the  general  good  of  the  United  States. 

Colo.  Brodhead's  recruiting  parties  have  iniisted  a  numb^  of  the 
men  in  the  ranging  Oompanies  before  their  times  were  expired,  and 
when  the  officers  demanded  the  men  to  serve  out  their  Times  In  the 
Companies  they  were  refused,  and  ordered  to  be  arrested  and  sent 
to  Fort  Pitt  to  be  tried.  I  hftveTCftused  to  send  them,  as  I  could 
not  see  any  right  they  had  to  be  tried  (if  any  fault  had  been 
committed)  \ij  ^^pse  who  ^had  tefally  r^&sed  thnni  even  necessary 
subsistence. 

Qapt.  Mqerhead's  Indepefidant  Company,  that  was  raised  f<»  the 
protection  of  this  County  and  stationed  on  it|^  frontiers  for.  ne«^ 
three  years  past,  is  likewise  removed 'to  BVtrt  Pift,  tod  annelid  to 
au  8tk  P^nnsylvandi  Segtm^bi^ :  JUikt*  Oompmyimm  to  be  filled, 
which  I  think  would  soon  be  done  if  proper  officers  wer^  iipi^inted^ 
afai  aiMgMUle  tb  Mipply  them,  aid  .1r#re.a^rtie^0d  with  tfie.  two 
rangiAg.CofldBaaies  en; our  frootiM,  the  Qimnti^  wp«U  be  betM 
snpported  ana  abte  ta  gi?e..a  fgs^  §m\fffkj$m  ^o. the  ContiftenliA 
troops  should  any  offensive  measures  be  carried  on  ag^in^.tjie 
Enemy. 

*  S^e]>age^&-^7,  68. 
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I  rest  these  matten  to  jonr  Exeellencj'e  Censidentioii;  and  bef 
kaae  to  eabioiibe  myself^ 

Tour  SsoeUeiNi/ft  sMt 

obtfdiflat  buible  lerwiiy 

A.  LOGHBT,  0.  L. 

His  Ezoellencj  The  Prendent. 


Capt.  Jobsph  Ebwin  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Haniiastowiii  Jaonary  10^1 1780.    • 
Hay  it  pleaae  yoar  Exoenencyi 

I  take  this  opportunity  by^'Ciptllll  Campbell  to  inform  yon  of  a 
pieee  of  Condoet  Colo.  Brodhead  has  been  pleased  this  day  to  adopt, 
which  i»—CH^  Cbrkf  of  Ue  owf|  Beg^,  banded  viea  iWbftt  in  the 
foHowing  woEoSy  telunf^  me  I  was  nnder  aiirfit. 

<<^anAas  town,  Janr  Ida,  1780. 
'Dr.  Sir, 

'<  I  am  ordered  b^  Oolo.  Banl.  Bredhead  to  arrest  you  for  detalil* 
*'  ing  the  SaDgers  that  was  reinlisted  into  the  8th  Pensa.  BcigHmsnt 
"  daring  the  w^r  fropa  joining  said  Begiment,  and  for  diaobedieooe 
'<  of  hia  Orders. 

""iSiffi^y  JUBM  CLABK,  OapL  8lh  R  B. 

'<  So  Joseph  Srwi^,  Esq.,  0«pt  Pf  thfi  nmgenu" 

I  must  eoateal  was  ael  mnoh  sarpriasil  atTeeeirlDg  ia  eztraerdl- 
«ary  m  Letter  whoD  I  refected  on  Cole.  Btodhead's  lelo  Oondaot 
and  tteataieftt  of  the  tw«  Gempairies  of  fiangsrs  raised  bf  Ibe 
authority  id  yovr  Ezoellency  and  Qimneil. 

I  flatter  myself  that  siooe  I  took  the  OdmmaBd  o#  the  nngint 


Company  I  bare  done  every  thing  in  my  power  for  the  benefit  and 
advantage  of  the  state,  and  I  trost  year  Exoelleney  and  the  Conaeil 
will  tabe  propet  meaanres  on  tkb  Oeoasien,  as  I  am  arrseled  feir 


jtriotly  adheritig  to  my  lastraotiona  and  die  Oomnty  lien^  direetioM 
by  Older  of  ConneiL 
Oai^  Campbell  will  inlbns  joa  fisvther^  and  lih^wi^  of  die  di»* 
iUoatam  .of  mj  Qoa^flmf  |%r  ]?rofiiioB>.aMl  Ihope^ 


«o  jpsHNBTLVAifiA  itjumitm  rm. 

Exoellenoj  will  afford  my  Brave  men  every  aanBtance  in  yonr 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Toni^  fiioelleneiea  meet     ^ 
obediiQt  h'ble  servant, 

JOS.  ERWIN, 

Gapt.  Ist  Rang'g  domjyy.  * 
Directed  J 

On  Pablio  Servioe. 

To  His  Ezcellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania.  —    — 

Pr.  favor  of  Capt  Campbell. 

Indorted^  -j ;  ;  -^  .  •.;.  !1    .  ■•.    ') 

1780,  reed.  Febraary  10th  from  Oaptain  Joseph  Erwin  of  the  lat 
ranging  Qompy.  .  .., 


'COSiHlSBIOlTBIlS  Xf9  4?H»  CotTNTT  t^T  PHILADELPHIA 

•  to  OotrlrciL,  1780* 

To  His  Ezcellenoy  the  President  in  the  Sapreme  Ezeontive  Ooono^l 
of  this  Commonwealth. 

7he  Commissioners  of  the  Cpnnty  of  Philada.  most  Bespectfolly 
'   r«fp?e8ent, 

That  they  are  pat  to«a  particular  difficulty  in  the  levying. of  the 
fifteen  Million  Tax  by  the  evasive  Behaviour  of  a  numbu'  of  Per- 
sonK  in;  the  City  iMd  OoCmty  of  Philadelphia  who  refuse  to  give  any 
Account  whatsoever  of  their  property  made  rateable  by  the  Act  to 
raise  the  supplies  for  the  Yikar- 1779: .  !Pha  Oommfssieoenr  find  th^t 
in  the  said  act,  §  4,  the  Township  Assessors  and  two  Freeholders 
^haUfOta  the^df^eUing  howe  of  edch  InhabitaQt,  and  shall  bji  aU 
Lawful!  ways  and  ntanS  diligently  infmn  themselves  of  such  pi«- 
p^rty^  &4L  ^  J3ut  there  is  no  Clause  in  the  Aet  obligiig  t4e  Inhabi«> 
tants  themselves  to  declare  what  property  they  are  posseased  of^ :  It 
jS'true  thaib  in  4he  §  7  the  penalty  of  paying  four  Mi  Taxes  is  set 
00  snob,  of  the  Inhabitanto  who,  iniho  return  Whioh  h^  makes  iA 
tbe.AfiBeaSon,ahall  wilfully  eoooeal  any  part  of  his  tazaMe  property 
with  intent  to  screen  the  same  from  Taxation*  -  But  the  Comtei»* 
flioQers  are  net  dear  whether  the  visible  property  of  these  Peraons^ 
as  Houses,  Lands,  Cattle,  &c.,  for  the  sake  of  their  refusing  to  de- 
clare Irh'at  :pttpeBrty  tbe/.hhV6;.may  be  oonsidered  under  the  nfere- 
1I»m1  Aft  ad  fiMMtajJed property^ and \lm  pcpesiM.lhenof  AMgA 


vith  the  flmr  foU  Tu.  Thd  ComorfailoMn  pny  tie '  AMoe  aii< 
Diraelioii  of  Ike  Ceuodl*  how  to  proosed  agaiiist  penou  nimnmg  m 
«feraud;  wiieiher  they  abill  be  ohaiged  iiiih  tk»  four  IbU  Tax  or 
not 

JOHN  BROOKE, 
FRAN'S  GDBNEI,   . 
JOS,  DBAK-* 


OpnaoN  of  ITicHoLAS  WAliir,  1780. 

Id  the  Act  of  A^setabTy  wiiicb  grants  the  fbur  Dfffion  of  DoIIaml 
Cnp.  105  n  the  fbllowing  Olauae. 

§  T.  If  htiy  persbn  shall  trillfblly  conccall  n  the  Retuin  which 
he  makes  to  the  TownshTp  or  Ward  Asaessor  aoy  part  of  his  taxable 
Property  within  such  Township  or  Ward  with  Intent  to  screen  the 
same  from  Taxation,  the  person  so  concealing  shall  pay  four'  fold 
Taxes  for  all  such  l^operty  so  concealed,  &o. 

Under  iihii  Act  the  fbllowing  Case  has  arisen  : 

A  Number  of  persons,  whp  i^^ehend  they  are  called  upop  t^ 
bear  a  Testimony  afaioat.Wara  an4  Figbtii^  not  through  Obstir 
Baey^  Fraud  or  Deoeit,  bat  from  a  rsal  Seruple  of  Conaoienoe  deolia^ 
giying  an  Acooont  of  their  Estates,  aa  they  ci^mot  aotively  pay  a 
lax  to  carry  on  War,  tho'  they  do  DQt  090  any  P^vioe  jfco  (loreen 
their  pr<^^ty.from  Taxafeia%  >at  ea^peot  paasiTfly  ta  p^y  theiv 
Pippoition. 

Qct.  Are  such  perSonH  within  (ifae  meaning  of  the  said  Section 
and  liable  to  the  heavy  Peimlty  of  a  fbtfr  fold  Tvt  upon  all  their 
Estate? 

A.  Penal  Laws  which  affect  particular  perspna  are  to  be  strictly 
construed  and  not  ^xteodbd  beyond  whai  the  clear  Words  will  bear ; 
it  would  be  very  unsafe  to  trust  those  ^ho  are  to  execute  L^ws  with 
Power  to  create  Offences  by  strained  Implications,  otherwise  they 
might  become  as  Gins  and  Snares  to  entrap  innocent  people  and  be 
prostituted  to  Purposes  very  different  from  what  the  liegislature 
iDteDded.  The  Assembly  have  been  very  plain  in  desoribing  the 
Fraud  or  Offence  which  they  mean  to  have  puDished,  and  I  appre- 
hend not  one  of  the  Characters  which  go  to  make  up  the  Offence  is 

*  See  the  following  opinions,  also  Col.  Rec.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  244,  and  p.  49 
ofthis. 


to  U  (tMA  b  the  Que  sMmL  I  icnDw  mi  b j  wimfc  Ttaia  ttf 
IleMOittDg  it  can  be  made  Qutf  that  a  pesaon  Wko  ^nacieiieioQsIir 
dddiaes  jaakioff :  anj  Botiiini  at  all  for  the  Reaaona.ttalod  and  irlia 
expects  passively  to  pay  his  full  Tax,  is  one  '^  who  in  the  Retarn  ht 
'<  makes  ;wiUftil]y  oodows  a  part  of  his  taxable  Property,  &o.,  with 
''  Int^pt  to  screen  the  same  from  Taxation/'  The  two  Cases  are  aa 
distinct  in  Nature  and  Description  as  Light  and  Darkness ;  the  Act 
of  Assembly  baa  fiefcNittoe  to  something  done  with  a  covinous  or 
fraudulent  intention,  the  Case  stated  has  not  the  least  Mixture  of 
Fraud  or  criminal  Intention,  ia.iha  one  is  a  Design  to  screen  his 
Property  from  Taxation,  in  the  other  no  such  View.  In  short  to 
constitute  the  Office  xufM^OQ^^  iu  the  Aot  three  ^ipgs  are  neces- 
sary. I'S  there  must  be  a  Return  made.  2^,  a  wilfS  concealing 
a  part.  8'^,  With  Intention  to  smeen  the  same  from  Taxation. — 
But  it  may  be  objected  that  giVing  no  Account,  must  be  a  greater 
Offenof  ihm  1^9  *.  V^"^^  Aooeun^  to  this  I  'Op^oso'  (upon  the 
Case  stated))  a  well  known  Law  Maxim,  that  the  Act  does  not  mak^ 
a  Man  guilty,  unless  the  Mind  be  guilty,  and  where  a  persotf  of 
/lober  LUea^i;^,  Morals  ^oes  deoli^a  he  aots  fitxn  a  mere  Bioiive 
of  Conscience  in  Matters  of  this  kind,  Charity  which  is  jthe  Perfeo 
tion  of  ChristiaDity  forbids  to  dex^  him  Ctedit  and  would  induoe  to 
proceed  in  the  most  lenient  Manner.  And  besides  as  the  Act  of 
Assembly  makes  no  provision  in  the  Case  stated,  it  is  Oasus  <nni$9m 
and  it  is  as  I  apprehend  out  of  the  Power  of  the  Commissi  and 
Assessors  to  impose  the  Penalty ;  aoither  would  such  ft  Clause  to 
accumulate  Suffering  upon  oonscieAsipus  Men  have  been  just,  con* 
feutidiag'tlie  innocent  and  gUilty  together.  I  therefore -conclude 
that  the  Assembly  intended  to  leave  Matters  of  this  sort  to  the 
reasonable  Discretion  of  the  Commissi  and  Assessors,  who  may  Ml . 
«pon  easy  Means  of  dding  what  will  obtain  a  proper  PropertkMi  <tf 
Tax  from  such  persons  without  any  public  DiSadvantaffe  and  more 
eonti^stent  with  Equity,  which  is  an  &al  ought  *to  be  desired  For 
the  above  and  other  Reasons  I  am  dear  in  Opinion,  that  ^e  POttalty 
leeferred  to  in  -  ti^  Qoestion  can  not  tj  thC'  said  Aot  or  l^y  any  Ipaw 
that  I  kn9w  of  ezistiiig  in  Pc^pinsylvania^  be  imposed  ufion  the  Pev» 
sons  stated  it  the  Case. 

Being  requested  to  ffive  xny  Sentiments  upon  the  fpregping  3ub- 
jectS|  which  being  as  abcTC;  are  submitted,  &c. 

.   NICHOLAS  WALN. 

Philad^phia,  1st  Mo.  10th,  1780. 

Note. — ^There  is  another  part  of  the  same  Paragraph,  which  clearly 
shews  the  present  Case  was  not  intended  by  the  Assembly  respecting 
the  Qualification  of  the  Witne9s  to  prove  the  Concealment  which  in 
Case  of  a  Refusal  officially  known  to  the  Collector^  would  be  super- 
fluouS;  but  it  is  proper  for  the  purpose  intended."*^ 

«  See  Colon.  Reo.,  VoL  XXL,  p.  244. 
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John  Hubut  to  Pass.  Babd,  1780. 

Xittii^,jM';10Ui>1780. 
Hon*  Sir, 

I  wiUi  ^qpn^  o^f^  ^T^beioome  th^.pvmshmiv  of  mi  Eatate  Ul^ 
of  Mioh'^Wiiman,  an  attaited  Person  of  tbisOooiity.  The  Coni- 
miflttooen  liav«  sold  it  to  as  sabject  to  the  Leisas  thereon  which 
will  not  expire  nntill  the  latter  JSnd  Qf  April  or'  heginnibg  of  Maj 
Best,  nntiU  which  Time  ilie^  reeeire  the  ttett1i.and  the  Pnrohasen 
tre  to  wait  fi>r  the  Foasessiony  some  of  the  Tenants  ckim  even  a 
Right  to  a  Way  going  Crop,  which  tho  the  Gommissioner  who  Let  it 
denies  saoh'  a  Gontraot,  yet  We  will  hare  to  dispnte  it  with  tlie 
Tenants,  as  thcY  hj|?0  sufru  tjb^  ^XWq4  :-^Bi|t  wkU  W0  iPOh  hard 
on  is  Mr.  Hall  s  informing  ns  that^  the  purchasers  are  to  pay  Taxes 
before  Poaseasion  delivered  by  diraotion  of  the  Conneil,  and  therefore 
beg  the  Council  will  reconsider  their  directions  to  the  Oonraissioners 
rMpestipii  the  ^axeS|  a^  Ifie  State  noi,oBiy  pospeeses  ihe  pnnhase 
Money  but  receives  tne  Rents  and  Pf9^  antill  the  Commissioners 
are  enabled  to  deliver  Possession. 

I  am,  Hon'  8ir| 

witilg^^Hafeaav, 

yeiir  ^ery  hble  fierv*, 
JOHN  HUBLET. 

!ns  ExoeHeirojf  Joseph  t^jJSBcf,  President 
VCh#r]oaHaU^E«qr. 


HtKft?  HALtSft  TO  PRSS.  BSBD,  1780. 

8ir, 

It  bebg  nov  verry  near  two  Tears  since  the  Hon^  the  Supreme 
ExeentiTe  tTouncil  was  pleased  to  appoint  me  Waggon  Master  for 
the  Connty  of  Berks,  agreeable  thereto,.!  haye  eodeavqured  to  dis-' 
charge  the  duty  incumbent  on  me  from  the  time  of  said  appointment 
until  now ;  In  the  Iptariia  I  haire  JMvraal  limes  applied  at  different 
phwes  for  my  Pay-  wUhaut  Swupsa.  Col.  Morgan,  Q.  M.  Qenl.  at 
(hi9  Ppet  wopld  Iiave  paid  me  the  Money  before  this  time,  was  be 
proper^  autboriaed,  but  as  it  la  as  vet  impossible  for  him  or  me  to 
Aseertain  the  exac^  amount  of  pay  allowed  me  by  the  United  States, 
the  Pay  of  Officera-havv]^  from  (imo  to  time  b^n  Altered,  being 
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nnaoquainted  therewith.  I  cannot  prove  my  pay  rol,  &  therefore  am 
obliged  to  lay  out  of  Ae  Money's  divd  to  me  on  that  Aoconnt,  soffer- 
ing  at  the  same  time  a  considerable  iioss  by  the  depreciation  of  oar 
Guirreney  ^  Xku^r  tiieto  O^nmstancee  I  beg  leaTC  to  Commit  ibis 
Matter  to  the  Consideration  of  your  Hon"*  Soddy  ptaying  voiir  kiail 
Interposition  therein,  t)iat  I  may  be  famished  with  the  exact  Pay 
'ftc.  due  to  ibe  from  time  to  time^  which  wiH  enable  tte-'to  profe  my 
'Acobunt.  .   1     •  . '    .  . »         .    . 

I  am  Sir,, 

yw.Obrknjqi^lila  Sen*>  .  ^ 

EXmS  HAX^LER; 

To  His  BxcrilMcy  Job.  Iteed^  itt  PhiMslphiA.  •  - 


OoMKiflfiroinmfl  roft-  pitoctmnrcf  ^LWft  ftc,  t6  Peks. 
HbM),  1780. 

Sir,  •       .     '  ,' ..  I 

The  Commission^nntot'llthr.  Tntt  to  consult  among  themselTes 
what  tl|ey  Aoald  d^^wftk.the  Salt  as  mentioned  in  the  inoloaed 
Report.  It  ^may  p^aps  beunneoessary  to  trouble  your  Excellency 
w^  many  particulars  respecting  some  of  the  owners  of  the  Salt  on  han^ 
only,  avarice,  together  with  the  various  tempers  &  dispo6)tioiia  w^ 
have  to  combat  with,  Induced  us  to  inlbrm  yoiur,JE^cell«y*.  That 
having  an  Offer  by  .John  ChaUender  x)f  £S6  ^  B\  for  Coarse' Salt  & 
£15  for  fine,  that  is  for  the  Salt  in  Stamper^s.8tbW|  which  isustu  be 
taken  thence  in  9  Days  as  the  Store  is  then  to  be  applied  to  some 
other  purpose,  the  offer  mentioned  is  an  evident  loss  to  the  Public, 
which  the  Commiss"  did  not  "ohuse  to  transact  without  advice  ft 
direction  respecting  the  inclosed  report.  We  therefore  Beg  Your 
Exc'y  would,  flavor  i^  witji  ans'  Ij  c^&ect  aayon  sb^  i^l^k  proper. 

Cap*.  McCulIoch'  informed  lie  had  a  I)[\  accepted  by  John  Chal- 
lender  for  Salt  sold  formerly,  amounting  to  Four  thousand  ft  ^t 
Pounds,  the  Commiss"  desired  he  would  call  for  the  money  ft  retain 
the  same  in  bauds  ttntill  His  Excell^  would  be.  pleased  t9  jordei  res* 
pecting  the  same.         '  .         . 

.    Lam  for  .Comi^iss'*.  •   .  ^ 

Yont  fixodiit/Bbsli  Obed^ 

•      .  ft  vtt-y  hum"  Set*     ■  '  •  ' 

/  KOB'T,  AITKEN  Secf'v.* 

Philad-.  12  Jan'  1780. 

•  Bee  OoL  Ree.,  Vol.  XILi  p.  22r. 
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The  CommisaioBers  beg  leave  to  make* 

Bepori  of  Sait,  whieh  has  not  been  re-delivered^  In  Mesa'".  Baige 
&  Stamper's  stores. 

Bdonging  to  Ooane  SaUf       Fine  Salif 

Pebtiah  Webster, 

Stevens's 

McHogh 


Gregg 

Price 

Arthur  Tnston 
Cape  May 


271 

26 

639 

167 

167 

M' 

15 
.  Barge'a 

15 

Total  in 

Store  2451  B^. 

85 

85 

941 

94* 

17J 

17* 

110» 

110*     . 

Total  in  M'.  Stamper^s  Store  807i  B^ 

245} 


Total  in  hands  of  Oommis^  not  re-deliv'  5581 

ROB'T.  AITKENSecr'y. 
IHreeied, 

His  Excellenoy  Joseph  Beed  Presid*.  of  Ez(^^.  OoonoiL 


Sir, 


Pbss.  ov  GonaRSBS  to  Pbbb.  Bbbb,  1780. 

PhUadelphia  Jamiuy  12, 1780. 


Ton  will  receive  herewith  encWd  an  act  of  Oongrest  of  this  daj 
together  with  Extracts  of  three  Letters  to  which  the  Act  refers. 
These  I  am  direeted  to  lay  before  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  or  in 
their  recess  before  your  Excellency  in  Coanoil,  as  also  the  other 
States  therein  mentioned  and  to  urge  in  the  most  pressing  manner 
that  Immediate  Supplies  of  provision  be  by  those,  several  States  sent 
to  the  Army. 

After  the  facts  stated  in  the  papers  enclosed  persuasion  ft  impoi^ 
tunity  seems  linnecessaty.  The  Army  must  soon  disband  unless 
supplied  with  provision.  That  cannot  be  obtained  at  the  premnt 
Gonjanction  of  Affairs  without  the  aid  of  the  several  States  now  called 
upon.  The  Country  abounds  with  the  necessary  resources,  but  private 
gain  seems  the  only  object  to  many  Individuals  without  any  Concern 
for  the  public  Safety. 

Congress  have  taken  proper  Measures  to  have  Justice  done  those 
States  that  shall  afford  present  Supplies :  The  Exertions  of  New 
Jersey  are  already  called  forth  on  this  occasion.  Must  it  be  said 
that  our  Army  disbanded  for  want  of  provision  in  the  midst  of  plenty  f 
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Since  the  resignation  of  Commissary  Wadsworth  the  aid  of  the 
States  is  abaolotelj  neoessary  to  afford  Supplies  until  saoh  time  as 
matters  are  put  in  a  proper  train  which  I  trust  ^1  not  be  long. 
I  have  the  honour  to  h6 

With  the  greatest  respeeti 

Your  Ezoj's  hble.  Sorvt 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON*  Fi^dent 
Direcfed^ 
'  Hb  Ezoellencj  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


In  Congretti,  ^an'  12th|  1780. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  5th  instant 
from  Generiil  Waahingtoq  inclosing  a  Lettier  of  the  3d  from  Boyal 
Flint  As6<  Com^  and  one  of  the  4^*,  from  Brig*  Oen«  Irwine  brought 
in  a  report,  whereupon.f 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  Letters  as  far  as  they  respect 
the  distress  of  the  army  from  the  want  of  provisions,  be  sent,  with 
all  possible  dikpatch  to  the  l<egislatuMS  or  ia  their  recess  to  the 
supreme  Executive  Councils,  of  the  States  of  Connecticut,  New 
York,  Pennsg^ivaMa,  a>nd  Delaware,  and  that  they  be  respectively 
urged  in  the  most  pressing  manner  to  send  immediatCy  supplietf  m 
provisions  to  the  army. 

Bxtraot  from  the  minutes. 

OHA.  THOMSON,  8&fj. 

Bead  in  Council  the  same  day. 

*  See  CoL  Eeo.,  Vol.  211.^  p.  228.  &  answer,  p.  87. 
t  See  pages  70.  74.  75. 
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CousGiL  TO  Prbs.  07  GoVGRBaSy  1760. 

In  Council,  PhUadelphia  Jan'y  16^.  1780. 

Sir, 

Yonr  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  enoloring  an  order  of  OongreM  of 
the  flame  date  and  other  papen  were  yesterday  reoeired  and  laid 
before  thk  board. 

The  infonaation  which  had  been  roMiTed,  a  few  days  before,  of 
the  diatiefls  in  which  the  army  waa  inyolved  from  the  want  of 
proivisioiis,  had  iDdoeed  the  Gonncil  to  inoe  an  order  to  the  Com- 
nisBioiiera  appointed  by  law,  to  aasiat  the  nm^ehaeing  Coaimiwiry  of 
the  United  States,  to  ^re  him  every  poseible  aid.  * 

Tbb  oeeaflioned  a  further  enquiry,  how  fkr  a  temporaiy  anpply 
eoold  be  procured  in  the  eily ;  but  there  does  not  appear  to  m 
provisiong  of  any  kind  in  the  city  beyond  the  osual  and  neoessaij 
supplies  for  the  dtizens,  except  only  a  qnantity  of  ilonr  in  tb 
posMSBion  of  M.  Holker,  Omisul  of  France,  which,  if  the  necessity 
of  the  army  should  be  extreme,  may  probably  be  obtained  of  him 
by  an  application  from  Gengrsn  and  the  Flow  leplaoed  in  time  to 
answer  his  purposes. 

Fiom  the  many  inoonTeniencies  and  dangers  which  would  srise 
from  aoch  a  me<k  of  proceeding,  we  cannot  suppose  it  to  be  the 
desire  of  Congress  that  Council  should  appoint  purchasers  of  pro- 
visions for  the  army ;  indeed  it  eppears  to  be  unneoessaiy  ss  there  is 
-Uttle  reason  to  doubt,  but  4hat  under  the  appointment  of  Congress, 
a  person  accustomed  to  the  purchase  of  flour  would  be  aUe  to 
procure  all  the  flour  which  Pennsa.  can  afford  on  terms  more  adyan- 
tageouB  to  the  United  States,  and  more  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
fiirmerthan  in  the  present  expensive  mode.* 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  Congress,  that  on  application  from  the 
Commissary  or  quarter  master^  this  Council  will,  as  they  have  always 
done,  cheeifully  and  sealously  exert  every  power  committed  to  them 
to  give  effectual  and  timely  assistance  to  the  United  States,  on  all 
occasions  and  more  especially  on  emerffencies  such  as  the  present. 
There  is  but  too  much  justice  in  the  observation  which  you  make 
that  private  gain  seems  the  only  object  of  many  individuals,  with- 
out any  concern  for  the  publick  safety,  and  although  the  extra- 
ordinary efforts  upon  too  frequent  emergencies,  and  the  great  incon- 
veniences which  arise  from  every  unsuccessful  attempt  to  prevent 
a  further  depreciation  of  paper  money,,  fall  with  a  double  weight 
on  the  most  zealous  friends  of  liberty,  yet  we  dare  assure  vou,  that 
the  great  body  of  the  people  retain  an  inviolable  attachment  to 
liberty,  and  a  spirit  of  patriotism  which  will  induce  them  to  enforce 
such  measures  as  shall  appear  to  be  necessary  to  support  the  great 
cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

«  See^Gol.  Ree.  Vol.  XtL,  page  228. 
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CouKciL  TO  LiBifTBKAi!n  Samitbl  Huntkr,  1780. 

In  Conooil, 

Philadelphia,  Jan'y  19, 1780. 
Sir, 

Tour  letter  of  the  80th  of  ]>eeeinber  last  was  this  day  Jiaaded  to 
the  OouDoil  by  Andrew  Culbertsoo,  Esqr.,  the  PedtJoQ  and  memo- 
rial of  a  OoHimitlee  of  ydtir  ooanty'  wis  preaented  by  faiin  m  few 
days  before. 

The  Ooanoil  have  had  great  aoziety  for  the  safety  of  the  frosiien^ 
and  eapeoially  the  ooonty  of  Northnmberland,  whioh  la  ondoabtedly 
^exposed  to  danger  and  diffieiiHiea,  whioh  require  the  atteniioa  of 
the  state.  You  know  sir,  that  is  a  ease  of  saoh  OKlensive  oonae- 
qnenee,  and  attended  with  each  a  heavy  oxpeiuse  as  the  adopltng « 
plan  of  the  kind  mentioned  in  the  memorial ;  the  Oonaoil  have  not 
authority  to  proceed  without  the  direction  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  even  should  they  fully  approve  of  it.  The  General 
Assembly  stands  adjourned  to  this  timci  and  will  probably  make  a 
house  in  a  few  days,  when  the  memorial  shall  be  laid  before  Uiem 
for  their  consideration,  whioh  is  all  the  Oounoil  can  at  preeent  do. 

There  cannot  be  a  doubt  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly  taking  the 
matter  into  their  immediate  consideration,  and  adoptmg  the  most 
eflfectual  measures  for  your  relict 

You  may  assure  the  freemen  of  your  county  that  this  county  will 
cheerfully  do  every  thing  in  their  power  for  the  protection  of  your 
county.* 

Directed  f 
To  Samuel  Hunter,  Esqr.,  Lieutenant  of  Northumber'd  County. 


Ira  Allen  to  Ooukcil,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Jan'y  20th,  1780. 
Honored  Sirs, 

I  Doubt  not  but  your  Excellency,  &  most,  if  not  all  your  Honors 
have  heard  more  or  less  of  the  Controversy  subsisting  betweea  the 
State  of  New  York  on  the  one,  &  the  State  of  Vermont  on  the  other 
Part ;  and  as  it  is  thought  by  some  to  indanger  the  Internal  Peace 
of  America,  I  beg  leave  to. make  a  few  observations  thereon;  and 
first,  said  Controversy  was  occationed  by  the  undue  influence  of 
Governor  Colden  and  his  adbearance  at  the  Rotten  Court  of  Britain, 
in  1764,  by  obtaining  jurisdiction  over  that  Part  of  the  then  Pro- 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XXL,  p.  229,  284. 
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TiDoe  of  New  Hampshirei  rituato  to  the  west  of  Conneeiioiit  BirWf 
and  bj  the  uodae  Ezercifie  of  the  same,  io  lajing  Babseq|iMnt  Pat- 
tens on  those  antisedantlj  derived  from  New  Hampshire^  in  JPrejadioo 
to  the  fint  Grantees  &  Settlers,  and  by  the  oodue  Exercise  of  law 
to  bring  abonte  their  vile  and  mercinary  Purposes,  by  which  means 
the  Contending  Parties  were  greatly  Exasperated  towards  each  otheri 
and  had  appealed  to  armes  before  the  Present  Revolation. 

At  which  time  the  Inhabitants  of  the  now  State  of  Vermont  took 
an  actiFe  Part  with  their  Country,  thinking  to  swallow  np  their  old 
Qaarrel  with  New  York,  in  their  General  Conflict  for  Liberty. 

Since  which  time  said  Inhabitants  have  assumed  to  themselTes 
(amongst  the  Powers  of  the  Earth)  that  Inestamable  Blessing  of 
Hea?en,  nyil  Government  ron  the  same  Grand,  Original,  Basis,  or 
Great  Rale»  of  Eternal  Right,  that  the  other  free  States  of  America 
did,  and  on  which  a  number  of  the  Present  Powers  of  Europe  re- 
Tolted  from  the  Kingdoms  to  which  they  paid  allegiance),  ana  hare 
Goyemed  their  Intimal  &  External  Police  by  the  same  more  than 
three  years. 

Y^  the  aneasy,  and  never-to-be-contented  Citiaens  of  New  York, 
have  Indeayoured  to  surprise  Congress  into  a  Determination  of 
that  Important  Controversy  in  their  favour,  and  as  they  would  have 
it  Exparta  (Thereby  to  carry  into  Execution  the  reduction  of 
Vermont,  aa  Enterprise  they  attempted  some  years  ago,  and  could 
not  Effect,  and  which  their  own  Militia  seam  not  inclined  to  under- 
take), which  has  Oocatioaed  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Vermont 
to  Publish  a  Vindication  of  the  Opposition  of  said  Inhabitants  to 
the  Government  of  New  York,  and  their  Right  to  assume  Govern- 
ment, and  exhibit  some  of  said  Vindications  to  Congress,  and  to  the 
Legislature  of  Each  of  those  States,  and  to  the  Principal  Officers 
of  the  Continental  Army,  for  their  Consideration. 

The  Gitiiens  of  Vermont  view  themselves  virtually  in  Union  with 
the  other  free  States  of  America,  ever  since  they  took  Ticondaroga, 
Crown  point,  &c.,  in  favour  of  the  United  States,  and  have  from  Uie 
beginning  of  this  War,  and  are  still  willing,  to  furnish  their  Quota 
of  men  in  the  field,  and  have  offered  to  Congress  to  Pay  their  full 
Prop(Hrtion  of  the  Expence  of  the  War,  when  the  Policy  of  America 
will  admit  them  a  seat  in  Congress. 

It  ia  to  be  observed  that  this  Controversy  was  not  Ocoationed  by 
the  Present  Revolution,  But  subsisted  many  years  before.  Conse- 
quently it  doth  not  Equally  Effect  Congress  to  settle  it,  as  tho.  their 
own  measures  had  ^ven  rise  to  it. .  The  Citiaens  of  Vermont  will 
cheerfully  submit  to  all  the  Disadvantages  that  doth,  or  may,  attend 
them,  by  not  having  a  seat  in  Congress,  nntill  the  Present  troubles 
shall  subside ;  Bather  than  to  Crowde  for  it,  whUe  it  might  be 
thought  Prejnditial  to  tho  Common  weale  of  the  America  Empire; 
jet  they  consieve  themseWes  justly  intitled  to  a  seat  in  Congress, 
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and  will  not  sell  their  Birtkrite  for  a  men  of  Potago,  as  P^fcne 
Easaudid. 

I  am  with  due  Eespeot, 

your  Ezcellenciea  &  Honors 

moBt  obedient  Hum'ble  serr'ti 

IRA  ALLEN  * 

N.  6.  In  the  rindieation  I  herewith  Exhibit,  there  is  no  mention 
made  of  the  elames  of  the  States  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  or  New 
Hampshire/  as  they  were  not  annonnsed  to  Vermont  on  the  23d  of 
August  last,  when  said  Tindication  was  Publishedj  But  will  be 
shortly  done,  and  Published  in  a  similar  manner. 

L  A. 
IHrectedf 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.i  &  Hon'ble  GounoiL 
Inctorsement, 

From  Ira  Allen^  of  the  State  of  Vermont.  Bead  in  Gounoil^ 
January  26.  9.  M.,  Seoretary. 


MoiifilBUR  HOLKBB  TO  P&BS.  BSSD,   1780. 

Philadelphia;  the  28  January,  1780. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  your  application  for  money  in  behalf  of  the 
agent  oommissioDed  by  the  Council  Sc  your  Excellency,  to  receive 
all  the  flour  purchased  for  the  uae  of  the  fleet,  commanded  by  bis 
Excellency  d'EstaiDg,  I  ordered  a  sum  of  117  thousand  poundB  to 
be  i^aid  unto  William  Turnball,  Esquire,  I  should  have  oontimied 
making  further  supplies,  if  a  Committee  of  Congress  had  not  de- 
manded the  greatest  part  of  all  the  flour  on  band  for  the  use  of  the 
army,  under  the  obligation  of  accounting  with  the  state  for  the 
same,  or  of  advancing  the  necessary  sums  to  obtain  a  Beimplaoentent 
thereof.  On  the  16th  or  17th  November,  952  barrels  were  delivered 
in  Consequence  of  this  arrangement  to  the  Continental  Commis- 
saries as  it  also  appears  that,  since  your  Excellency's  circular  letter 
of  the  11th  November,  Little  or  no  flour  has  been  forwarded  By 
the  State  Commissioners  for  the  use  of  the  Navy.  It  Becomet 
doubtfiill  whether  I  can  expect  any  farther  Supplies.  If  this  ehonld 
be  the  Cftse  I  should  be  uselessly  in  advance  with  the  agent  of  y* 
Council  for  60  or  70  thousand  pounds,  since  500  barrels  of  flour 
have  not  yet  been  transmitted  for  his  Majest/s  Service,  I  therefore 
have  the  honor  of  Requesting  the  favor  of  Being  informed  By  ^our 
Excellency  what  expectations  I  may  entertain  of  further  supplies;. 

*  Referred  to  in  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  282. 
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&  if  nose  are  to  be  obtained,  that  your  Ezoellenoj  will  please  to 
let  me  know  when  an  order  on  the  Treaanrer  of  the  State  for  Bal« 
lanoe  of  aooonnta  wiU  be  agreeable. 

I  proffit  with  pleasnre  of  this  opportunity  to  sabflcribe  mjeelf 
with  ainoerity  &  Respect, 

yotur  £xoeB«iDoy's  mosi' 

obedient  k  very 

humble  servant, 

HOLKER.* 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.^  President. 

*  Bead  in  Council,  January  25. 

T.  M.,  Secretary. 


COMlHSfilONBBS  OF  YlBQINlA  TO  ThOIIAS  ScOTT,  1780. 

Mr.  Scott, 
Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  application  of  yesterday  we  beg  you  won'd  in- 
form his  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania,  that  we  shall 
ever  pay  the  greatest  respect  to  a  recomendation  of  Congress  as  well 
as  to  an  application  from  the  executive  power  of  Pennsylvania  cou- 
nstent  with  our  duty  as  servants  of  the  Slate  of  Virginia. 

We  do  not  conceive  an  immediate  applioation  to  ua  (on  the  reao« 
lution  of  Congress)  consistent  with  the  rules  of  propriety,  we  rather 
think  such  application  ought  to  bo  made  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia 
under  whose  commission  we  act,  until  that  is  done  and  we  receive 
directions  to  the  contrary  we  think  ourselves  obliged  to  continue  to 
act  under  our  commission. 

We  are  with  great  respect, 

Sir,  Your  Obed*  hble  Serv*, 
Cox's  Fort,  FRANCIS  PEYTON, 

Jan'y  21-*,  1780.  PHIL.  PENDLETON 

JOSEPH  HOLMES, 
Directed. 

Thomas  Scott  Esquire.  | 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  288.    Bee  saswer  26th. 
t  Bee  CoL  Beo.,  YoL  XIL,  p.  284.    Also  p.  68  of  tliis. 
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Trbasurt  to  CoimoiL,  1780". 

TreMory  Ofioei  Jaa'j  24, 1780. 
Gentlemen, 

We  find  bj  Information  from  Ephndm  Blaine  Beq',*  Commissary 
General  of  Porchaaea,  that  aome  of  hia  Agenta  have  borrowed  moniea 
from  County  Treaaurera,  and  be  now  wiabee  an  Order  on  the  State 
Treaaurer  that  he  may  be  able  to  fulfill  the  Promisee  of  hia  Agents. 
Prafba  have  been  made  on  the  State  for  one  Million  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  thonaand  dollara  out  of  seven  million  aiz  hundred  thousand 
their  Quota  of  the  aixty  millions. 

We  auppoae  a  Million  in  favor  of  Mr.  Blaine  would  not  be  too 
large,  and  a  considerable  Part  could  be  negoclated  without  patting 
the  County  Treasurers  to  the  Trouble  of  bringing  in  their  Money, 
Though  this  mode  we  confess  is  not  -the  most  approvable  in  every 
Beapeot,  yet  we  aee  not  how  it  can  be  oonveniently  avoided  in  the 
present  inatanoe  we  shall  wait  your  Notice  before  we  give  the 
warrrant,  and  are 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

and  moat  Humble  Servants, 

JOHN  GIBSON, 

By  Order. 

Directed, 

His  Ezcellenoy  the  President  and  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme 
Ezeeutive  Council  of  Pennaylvania. 

*  See  Gal.  Bm>.,  Vol.  Xn.,  p.  284. 
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RsTusN  OF  Offiobbs  &  Pbisonbbs  of  War,  1780. 

Setarn  of  Officers  ft  Prisoners  of  War,  under  Thos.  Bradford  Comm'y  Prisonen, 
for  State  of  Pennsylvania  25th  Jan^".  '80. 


N 


Bank. 


Vessel. 


When  taken. 


Where  Lodged. 


Jieob  Oatchins, 
Stmnsl  Saunders, 
ZichV  Hutohins, 
Peter  GhTistian, 
Jacob  Wriffht, 
Thomas  A»in80D, 
WiUiam  Irwin, 
Thomas  Bragg, 
John  Brofldej, 
John  Maaon, 
Benediot  Bjme, 
Charles  Lilblleir, 
William  Wajland, 
Samuel  Hadnot, 
Walter  Smith, 
Isaac  MitchinsoB, 
Jo::aihan  Cooper, 
James  Penny, 
Rich'«  HiU, 
George  Blfis, 
Wm.  Lawrence, 
Lawrence  Lacey, 
Rich'd  Blake, 
Henry  Dean, 
Oeorge  Hay, 
Emoa  Daly, 
John  Johnson, 
Jonathan.  F*.  Child. 
James  Brightman. 
W.  B.  Dunlap,  Lt. 
James  Powell^  Cap 
John  Wilkie, 
Peter  Petrie, 
Frmets  Dorreli, 
James  Hunter, 
Thomas  Anderson, 
Johnathan  Esdale, 
58  prvfates. 

Vol.  Vni 


Capfn. 
P.  Master. 

do. 
Passenger, 

do. 
Captain, 

do. 
Passenger, 
Captain, 
Passenger, 
Captain, 
LientH. 
2d  do. 
Cap :  Mas. 

Master, 
Capt'n. 
Captain, 

do. 
Lieut't. 
Surgeon, 
Capt'n. 
P.  M'r. 

do. 
Lieut't. 
M :  S'man, 
P.  Master, 
Lieut't 


Captain, 
Passenger, 

do. 
Captain, 
Lient'l. 
Passenger, 
Captain, 
P.  M'r. 
Captain, 


Impertinent 

do. 

do. 
Reoorery, 

do. 
Polly, 
Terrible^ 
Richmond, 
TwoVriends 

do. 
Bayard, 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Molly, 
Try  ton, 
Minerva, 

do. 

do. 
Hope, 
Benjamin, 
Langolee, 

do. 
Anthony, 
Oolden  Kose 
Mercury, 

William, 

do. 

do. 
Sutherland, 
Mercury, 
Sutherland, 
Lezey, 
Betsey, 
Polly, 
dif  t  TcaeeLL 


June  10th  '70. 

do. 

do. 
August  20th. 
™o. 

do. 


Septem'r  8d. 
do. 
do. 

do. 


Sept'r.  25th. 

do.    13th. 

do.      do. 

do.     do. 

Octob'r  4th. 

do.    7. 

do.    0. 

do. 


James  Smiths 
Goal, 
do. 

Sam'l.  Swerts. 
near  Q.  Burial  O. 
Beck's 

Mr.  S.  Sirerts 
Maryland 
R.  Turners 
D.  Beran's 
S.  SwerU 
J.  LiUiUier 
GkNd 
Ooal 

John  Patteson 
S.  Swerts 

do. 

Sam'l  Swert's 
Goal 

Sam'l  Swert's 
Wm.  Duobee 
Qoal 

Backinsaok 
Goal 

do. 

D.  Bevan's 

Swains 

McCormick 

Boyles 

New  York 

John  Richards 

Ooal 

do. 

Labateanx 
Carsons 
Ooal 

J.  Pembcrtons 
Ooal. 
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Wm.  Soutit  TO  Pbes.  RfiSD,  1780* 

^  Readiog,  Janaarj  26<%  1780. 

Sir, 

I  obtained  permission  of  his  Excellency  Oeneral  Washington  in 
September  last  to  quit  tlie  Geographical  departmeDt  in  which  I  had 
assisted  M'  EnkiiM  aiaca  January  1778,  in  hopes  I  might  procure 
tome  eatablishiQent  in  my  natiye  atate,  as  I  then  understood  the 
Propriejaury  Estate  was  to  be  regolaled,  and  the  Land-O^fse  opened 
on  a  new  foundation^  The  Commander  in  chief  and  i^'  Erakine 
have  given  me. deftifioatea  of  thjftir  approbation  of  my  conduot  as  a 
military  Surveyor,  which  I  can  produce  to  your  Excellency  at  aoy 
time  you  would  chuae  to  see  them«  -  I  was  brotight  up  in  rfae  Sur- 
.  veyor  Generars  office  under  my  Gnmdfather  Nicholas  Scull,  formerly 
Surveyor  GenerU  of  this  aiate  &  have  been. in  Ihe  practice  of  that 
business  eyer  since,  mntil  I  enterad  the  Line,  whioh  my  dangerooa 
state  of  health  obli^  me  to^  leave* 

I  ahoald  be  very  glad  if  your  £koellenoy  should  think  I  bi^ve  any 
pretensiois  to  a  birt^'in  the  Surveying  way  whenever  the  offioera 
shall  be  arranged  &  that  I  might  hofw  to  have  tke  hoqoar  of  yo«r 
Excelleney'a  countenancing  my  applioation. 
'  I  am  Sir 

your  Excellency's  obed*  humble  Ser^, 

W.  SCULL. 
Directed^ 

His  Eaoellenoy  Joseph  Beed  President  of  the  Council  ,of  Ibe 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pkes.  Rbbd  to  Mr.  HoiikETt,  1780. 

In  Oouncrl, 

Philad-,  Janpary  26*\  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  23''*'  Inst,  has  been  duty  laid  before  the  Boatd 
&  M'  TumbuU  the  Agent  direoted  to  wait  on  yoo  Co  give  ypv  aiuo% 
satisfaction  on  the  subject  as  hiv  Acqaaintance  with  it  &  theSesti- 
menta  exjpressed  by  the  Board  will,  eofable  him  to  do.  4^  vei  lire 
very  seuttble  of  the  Embarassmepta  of  Congress  in  the  Arlkle  of 
Supplies  we  shall  do  all  in  our  Powe^  to  conduct  the.  Hatter  ia 
Conformity  to  their  Views  k  your  Desires..  Wh^fl  |1'  Tohibnll 
has  ascertained  the  Balhmoe  the  Connoil  will  give  the  reqoeatod 

♦  See  page  90.  *  _  '       • 
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Order.  As  to  fkrther  Supplies  we  fear  the  late  Demands  of  Congress 
will  put  it  TOT  J  mueh  snt  of  our  Power  to  oonplj  with  your  Desires 
00  that  Head,  'but  as  the  Gommisaoners  may  have  some  Flour  on 
Hand  porehased  on  jo«r  AcsMint  we  shall  put  it  into  yonr  Diitposai 
we  TDust  refer  yon  to  M'  Tumbali  for  Information  of  his  Prospects 
on  that  Head.  The  Thirst  for  an  exorbitant  Priee  &  the  many 
BiSeollies  that  seemed  to  be  laised  to  enhaaee  it  indnoed  ns  to 
eomitermand  the  Orden  for  ParohMos;  hf^ns  that  when  th« 
apparent  Expencto  ft  Necessity  ceased  there  would  he  a  Bedttotion  of 
Prices. 

I  am  Sir 

with  much  Kespect  ft  Regard 

Tour  must  Obed.  Hbble  Sery. 
Directed^ 
The  Hon.  H'  Holker. 


Col.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Pkbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Sir, 

Two  German  Desertera  who  left  New  Toric  the  16*^  ins*  say  ^e 
Garrison  consists  of  4  Bessian  2  Anspaoh  ft  2  English  reg**  under 
the  command  of  Gen*  KniphanscB.  No  packet  lately  arriyed  that 
they  know  of.  Numbers  desert  now  the  river  is  froien  over.  When 
the  alarm,  of  our  people  being  on  Statea  Island  reached  New  York, 
a  Detachment  of  50  men  from  each  regiment  was  drawn  out  bat 
eoold  not  effect  a  passage.  Provisions  plenty  but  wood  scarce. 
Tvo  deserters  from  Stateo  island  say  that  two  regiments  arriyed  from 
Long  Island  the  day  after  our  people  retorn'd  to  the  Jerseys. 

Permit  me  to  assure  yoo  thi^  I  am  with  tesped 
Your  Excdleneies 
^  most  Obed*  serr*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.M. 

Jan»^  27«,  1780. 
Directedj 

To  His  Bzcellency  Joseph  Beed  Prerident  of  the  State. 
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Board  of  War  to  Dr.  Jon.  Potts,  1779. 

War  Office,  Janj.  27,  1780. 
Sir, 

In  Answer  to  yovr  Letter  on  ike  Sobjeot  of  Clothing  for  the  med* 
ieal  Department  we  inform  yon  that  were  we  anthoria^  to  distribute 
the  Clothing  to  yoiir  Department  there  ie  none  in  Store  for  our 
Authority  to  operate  upon.  We  neyer  had  Money  or  Orders  from 
Congress  to  provide  Cloathing  for  Officers  either  of  the  Line  or  Staff  & 
tho  we  have  repeatedly  pressed  the  wants  of  the  Officers  Congress  have 
not  been  pleased  to  inform  us  on  the  Subject.  At  present  the  State 
of  the  public  Finances  precludes  the  possibility  of  purchasing  in 
sufficient  Quantities  &  we  have  the  greatest  Reason  to  believe  that 
a  large  Supply  will  speedily  arrive  from  Europe.  Perhaps  these 
Reasons  prevail  with  Congress  for  witholdiug  their  Directions  on 
the  Bttssiness. 

We  are  Sir 

your  obed.  Servant 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  Order. 
Directed. 
'   I>  Jonathan  Potts  Director  of  the  Hoapitala. 


Benj.  Blyth  to  Pres,  RevDj  1780. 

Shippensburg,  Jan'y  y  28,  1780. 
Sir,      . 

In  my  Last,  whieh  I  think  was  on  the  18th  of  this  Instant^  I 
mentioned  to  your  Exeelleney  the  I)ifficulty  that  the  recovering  of 
State  Property  is  attended  with.  In  a  Late  Sute,  for  I  Chused  that 
way^^ivJD^  the  Civil  Magistret  full  opportunity  of  Executing  the 
La^  with'  Its  Penidtys,  nctwithstauding  the  offender  Put  Defiance 
both  to  the  Magistret  &  Me,  on  this  Presumtion,  that  the  State  most 
Prove  Property,  which  Mode  would  give  offenders  an  uportunity  of 
Escaping  with  impunity.  I  hope  the  Militia  Law  now  Framing 
will  be  Explicit  on  that  Subject.  Maney.  of  both  State  &  Continen- 
tal Arms  are  unmarked  but  yet  well  known  by  their  make ;  the 
fradant  Posesar  of  which  if  put  to  the  proof  would  Deliver  up  to 
Such  Proper  officer  as  might  Demand  them.  Publick  Frads  are 
ruinous  to  aney  State,  and  it  must  affect  Every  good  Sitesin  to  see 
them  Preveal,  &  Espesaly  an  officer  whos  Deuty  it  is  to  be  guardeain 
of  in  his  spheer  of  the  Publick  Property. 
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In  the  Late  Gall  of  the  Militia  firom  our  Coanty  to  Northnmher- 
land  County,  there  was  no  Pro?isioa  made  By  the  Continental  offi- 
cers whoa  Bosiness  it  was  to  snply  the  Troops  on  the  Sanrice  with 
amooiiiony  which  Case  I  sepose  your  Excelincy  haith  been  made 
aquent  with,  which  Defisancy  was  Suplyed  by  me  out  of  Sum  State 
amunition  that  was  under  my  Care ;  the  Qaantaty  was  fifty  Pounds 
of  gun  Powder  8t  two  hundred  pounds  of  Leads,  I  give  this  notice  on 
PfMumtion  it  may  be  of  8arnoe  in  Settting  State  Aeopnnts. 
I  am  your  Bxoelaiieya 

most  obedant  Hu*  Sery*. 

BENJ*  BLTTH. 

His  Exoelancy  Joseph  Beed,  Es(f ,  Presidant  of  the  Supream  Ex* 
ecntive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensyhany. 


IflOS.  BaABFOBB  to  CoUNCILy  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Jan'y  28th,/1780. 
Hay  it  please  the  Council, 

In  Compliance  with  your  Commands  of  the  26th  Inst',  I  am  to 
inform  you  that  agreeable  to  your  Order  of  decem'  last,  founded  on 
the  Report  of  Dr.  Bush,  that  CaptainPapley  was  ill,  I  took  the 
Captains  Parole  and  he  remained  at  his  dwelling  till  I  was  informed 
by  the  Doctor  be  Ms  perfectly  reeevteed,  and  suppomg  that  the 
Idea  of  Council  was,  that  he  should  remain  on  Parole  till  his  health 
was  restored,  and  no  longer;  therefore  on  thought  of  Doctor  Bush, 
and  Knowing  Captain  Papley  was  in  a  fitmily  from  whence  sevend 
Prisooero  ef  war  bad  absconded,  I  thought  it  my  dn^  to  return  him 
as  soon  as  I  was  informed  he  was  well.<^-AB  for  M'*  Papley'^ 
Bepreseatation  of  his  being  in  a  weak  Condition,  it  is  only  thrown 
oat  to  deceive. 

I  wou'd  not  presume  to  offer  my  Sentiments  with  respect  to  Cajpr 
tain  Papley's  Exchange,  but  as  Captain  Armytage  is  said  to  b^ 
detained  in  New  York,  suffering  on  Board  a  Prison  ship  and  denied 
the  Liberty  even  of  a  Prison  Tard,  I  would  beg  leave  to  Propose 
that  Captain  Papley  shou'd  be  allowed  to  go  into  N.  York  provided 
Captain  Armytage  is  first  sent  out  in  Exchange  for  him. 

iDclosed  is  a  list  of  the  Prisoners  of  War*  agreeable  to  your 
Order  received  a  few  days  since, 
lam. 

May  it  please  the  Council, 

the  Councils  Humble  Serv*, 

THO*  BKADPOBD, 
Com.  of  Pns'n 

*  See  page  98..  Alia  CoU  B«ft,  YoL  XU.,  p.  241. 
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CoNGRBss  TO  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Seoretory'fl  Office,  Feb'j  Ist,  1780. 
Sir, 

.  I  now  enolofle  yon  tko  JoarnaU  of  CoDgress  which  wUi  ooiipleat 
the  Beta  for  your  Stote  to  the  firpt  of  Jamiary,  1780.  Heroafier 
they  will  be  printed  in  monthly  pampUetoi.  whioh  »baU  be  vegularly 
sent. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  you  of  the  request  in  my  letter  of 
20th  Nov  last,  to  which  I  have  not  been  honored  with  aq  aoawef^ 
The  request  therein  contained  is  not  sugpaled  by  idle  eurioeity  but 
a  desire  of  promoting  public  utility  and  the  cause  of  America. 
I  am,  Sir, 

with  due  reepeel, 

your  hum.  Ser?*,     , 

CfHA.  THOMSON. 

His  SzoeU'y  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


BoA&i>  QV  Wail  to  P&es*  Rewi  1780» 

War  Office  Feb'y  2, 1780, 
Sir, 

'  In  1778  Congresi  passed  an  order  requiring  the  Bbani  of  War  to 
oolleet  all  the  military  trophies  belonging  to^e  United  States.  In 
consequence  thereof  the  Board  directed  Col*  Flower  to  oolleet  them, 
but  his  embarrassments  k  want  of  health  prevented  the  immediale 
esecution  of  the  order.  The  Board  have  lately  repeated  it ;  and 
request  your  Excellency  and  the  hon^  Council  will  cause  to  be  de- 
livered to  Col*  Flower^s  order  such  trophies  as  are  in  your  pos- 
acBsion.^ 

We  have  the  honour  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  obed*  serv*, 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 
Directed^ 
His  BxoelleBqy  tha  President  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 
Was  Oiliceu 

11  aeeCol.  Beo.,  TcL  Xtl.,  p.  242. 
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Pbe3.  BfiBD  ?o  Prbs.  of  OovraRBsS)  1T80. 

In  Coanoili 

Phikd%  FebruM7  Si,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  PlrDoeodings  of  the  Sapremo  EzeoutiTe  Coanoil  of  Pennsjlv* 
in  the  Case  of  Jllajor  Gen*  Arnold,  however  nisrepresenttd  bj  some 
&  miaiuideratoocL  by  otbersi  origiDated  from  the  Complaints  of  the 
lahabitant^  of  the  State,  who  apprehended  themeeWea  injured,  & 
ItppUed  officially  for  Bedrees,  The  ill  advised  Befusal  to  have  any 
Communication  with  the  Qivil  Authority  on  that  Subject  led  to  other 
Measures,  which,  however  varioitsly  eonatrued,  wil},  we  hope,  pro- 
duce this  happy  EflGsety  that  both  Civil  and  Military  Powen  will 
find  their  True  Interest  in  preserving  perfect  Harmony  k  Correspon* 
deooe,  more  especially  upon  all  Inquiries  tending  to  correct  publick 
Abases. — ^We  do  not  think  it  proper  to  affect  Ignorance  of  what  is 
theSubjeM  ef  pnblSok  Oonversation— &  the  Sentence  of  the  Gouri 
Mtttial  leading  to  impose  a  Mark  of  Reprehension  upon  Gkn.  Arnold 
we  find  his  Sufferings  for  and  Services  to  his  Country  so  deeply 
unpressed  on  our  Minds  as  to  obliterate  every  opposing  SentU 
meot,  &  thei«fore  beg-  leave  to  request  thai  Congress  wil  be  pleased 
to  dispense  with  that  Part  of  the  Sentence  which  imposes  a  publick 
Censure  k  may  most  affect  the  Feelings  of  a  brave  &  gaUant  Officer. 

In  the  Assertion  of  our  own  Rights  we  would  not  ferget  the  just 
Pretensions  of  others  to  publick  Gratitude  &  Attention,  and  as  we 
hope  Qen.  Arnold's  Merits  &  Services  will  be  remembered  when  all 
Objections  to  his  Conduct  are  Ions  forgotten,  we  shall  find  a 
PlMsnre  in  preserving  the  Memory  of  the  former  while  we  endeav- 
our to  efface  that  of  tibe  latter.  Influenced  by  these  Considerations 
permit  me  Sir,  in  the  Name  of  the  Boerd  at  which  I  have  the 
Honour  to  preside,  to  intreat  you  to  lay  our  Request  before  Con- 
gress, as  well  as  to  subscribe  myself  with  the  greatest  Respect  k 
lilsteem^ 

Sir;  Tour  Obed. 

k  very  Hb'ble  Serv. 
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Col.  Nioola  io  Phks.  Bbko,  1780. 

Sir, 

A  deserter  who  left  the  guardship  last  Friday  says  the  Falmimth 
paoket  k  VuUwe  sloop  from  Jamaica  arrived  foar  days  before.  The 
men  of  the  goardship  baol'd  their  oatter  over  the  ioe,  &  got  oa 
board  the  packet  which  now  lies  in  the  Narrows,  &  brings  an  ac- 
count that  it  was  reported  in  England  25,000  firenoh  bad  entered 
Hanaa.  Two  nights  after  the  attempt  on  the  goard  ship  by  Major 
Lee's  corps,  the  militia  brought  a  field  piece  to  bear  on  the  stem  of 
the  guard  ship  &  killed  one  man,  a  refugee.  The  vessels  destroyed 
by  Maj'  Ijee's  party  were  a  Schooner,  a  Sloop  w!th  lire  stock  from 
Shrewsbury  for  York,  k  the  admirals  tender.  No  news  have  boen 
received  from  the  fleet  sinoe  they  sailed. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  respect 
Tour  Excellencies 
most  Obed'  Serv*| 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.M. 

February  4«,  1780. 

Dlreetedf 
To  His  Ezcellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  PresideBt  of  State. 


Pbbb.  Bebd  to  Nicholas  Walk,  1780. 

In  Council. 

P-,  Peb^  4%  1780. 
To  Mr.  Nicholas  Wain- 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  my  Promise  I  laid  the  Case  of  Daniel  Pearee  before 
the  Council  this  morning.  I  believe  every  Individual  of  it  pities 
the  Case  of  these  Persons,  but  there  is  a  Difficulty  in  giving  the 
desired  Relief.  For  upon  looking  into  the  Supplement  of  the 
Militia  Law,  we  fiud  a  power  given  to  the  Lieuteuant  k  Sub  lieu- 
tenant, which  having  been  exercised,  we  apprehend  any  Injury  sus- 
tained thereby  must  be  redressed  in  the  usual  Courts  of  Law.  We 
find  a  Clanse  in  the  Law  providing  against  Fraud  k  Partiality  upon 
which  we  doubt  not  those  who  are  injured  would  find  every  one 
disposed  to  exert  themselves  if  the  ordinary  Course  of  Complaint 
was  made.  But  the  Council  are  very  averse  to  judge  in  any  sum- 
mary Way  of  Complaints  to  the  Redress  of  which  the  Courts  of  Law 
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are  fiilly  competeat,  k  in  which  loqnirj  will  be  made  ^th  greater 
JoBtioe  to  both  Parties  &  the  PuDishmeot  woald  be  exemplary. 

Your  own  good  Judgmeot  will  enable  jon  to  determine  on  the 
legal  Ezeeptiona  to  the  Gommitment|  &  we  doubt  not  in  the  primer 
Pkoe  they  will  be  doly  attended  to.  I  have  only  to  add  farther 
thai  every  oppressive  Execution  of  the  Laws  will  meet  with  our 
BiflapprotMOion,  &  that  we  shall  be  much  obliged  to  every  Person 
who  seeing  such  Practices  will  exert  himself  to  bring  the  Offandera 
to  Punishment  'agreeable  to  the  wholesome  &  salutary  Laws  in 
Force  for  that  Purpcee.  For  your  Information  I  have  sent  you  the 
Law  on  which  Pearce  has  been  committed,  k  amy 
with  much  Esteem, 

Your  Obed.  k 

very  Hbble  serv.* 


Joshua  Sldeb.  to  Prbs.  Bbxd,  1780. 

Hay  it  please  your  Exoelleney, 

Sometime  last  Summer,  at  the  Request  of  the  Freeholders  of 
XJpper-Paxtoq,  I  attended  an  Election  for  Justices  of  the  Peace  in 
said  District,  where  the  People  met,  &  very  uilanimously  chose  their 
Inspeetor  k  Judges,  k  proceeded  to  elect  Men  for  Magistrates. 
When  the  Election  was  finished  &  the  Numbers  oast  up,  it  appeared 
that  Captain  James  M array  &  James  Clark  were  highest  in  Yoto, 
but  because  the  former  lived  on  the  south  side  of  Peters-mountain 
the  Majority  of  the  Judges  k  Inspector  wou'd  not  make  the  Beport 
to  Council. 

The  Inhabitants  still  continue  much  distressed  fbr  the  Benefit  of 
the  law,  some  of  them  having  to  .come  upwards  of  thirty  Miles  to 
Justice  Oreen  or  myself. 

The  Election  was  fair  k  Just;  I  understood  there  had  been  due 
Notice  given,  as  I  heard  no  complaint  at  the  time.  I  wrote  the 
advertisements  myself  k  desired  the  Constable  of  the  Township  to 
disperse  them.  The  Election  was  held  above  the  Mountain,  k  the 
chief  part  of  the  Voters  lived  there  is  certified^  at  the  desire  of  the 
Electors,  by 

your  most  Obedient 

k  humble  Servant, 

JOSHUA  ELDEB. 

Paxtcvi  5«*  Feb^  1780. 
BireeUdj 

To  The  honorable  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  lExecu- 
tive  Gounea  for  the  Statd  of  Pennsyl/vania. 

'      *  iSee  Col.  Eec.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  244. 
5* 
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David  Espy,  to  Prbs  Rbbd,  1780, 

Bedfoid  5"^  Febuary,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  berewith  send  yoa  tbe  tetarn  of  an  Eleetioa  of  Jasttoes  held  for 
tbe  Township  of  Bedford^  The  IiMMQYeniencies  that  ve  have  been 
under  for  some  Time  past  throagh  the  want  of  Justices  sufficient  to 
hold  Courts  can  only  be  known  ta  those  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  scattered  situation  of  this  County.  Two  who  lived  near  the 
Town  have  remoyed  out  of  tbe  County,  and  there  is  now  only  one 
besides  myself  within  fifteen  Miles  of  the  Town,  and  he  being  Sub- 
Lieutenant  is  often  abroad.  The  Consequence  is  that  widows  and 
Orphans  often  come  from  a  great  Distance  and  are  either  obliged  to 
return  without  being  able  to  call  a  Court,  or  they  must  collect  the 
Justices  from  a  great  Distance,  &  I  am  obliged  often  to  sit  as  one 
when  it  is  not  altogether  proper. 

I  am  convinced  this  Inconvenience  will  be  remedied  by  one  of  the 
Gentlemen  qow  retumdd  being  oommiasioned.  Mr.  Pirootor  acted 
as  a  Justice  under  the  former  Government,  from  tbe  Time  the 
County  was  erected  and  gave  general  satisfaction.  He  is  a  Brother 
to  the  late  Counsellor  of  that  Name.  The  other  Gentleman  I  have  not 
had  the  Opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with,  as  he  is  but  latelj^ 
come  into  the  County ;  but  make  no  doubt  but  that  either  of  them 
will  do  their  Duty. 

Above  a  year  ago  there  was  a  Return  of  an  Election  made  from 
this  Town  of  six,  (It  being  the  County  Town)  only  two  of  which 
to  wit.  Samuel  Davidson  and  myself  were  commissioned.  The 
other  four  were  George  Funk,  Jacob  Saylor,  James  Bratly  &  Henry 
Wirtz,  the  first  then  aid  and  still  would  decline  acceptiog  of  it  if  he 
was  appointed,  because  he  does  not  write  English  well  enough. 
The  next  upon  the  Return.  Jacob  Savior,  is  a  Man  that  would  do 
no  Dishonor  to  the  Commission.  '  He  is  a  German  and  universally 
esteemed  by  the  People,  calm,  steady,  honest  &  sensible.  I  had  a 
late  Conversation  with  Col.  Piper  on  the  Subject,  and  had  he  been 
down,  the  Recommendation  that  he  would  give  him,  would  satisfy 
Council  that  he  is  a  fit  Person  to  be  appoint. 

It  will  bo  a  great  Obligation  to  the  Justices  who  live  at  a  Distance, 
as  well  as  of  great  service  to  those  who  may  have  Business  at  special 
Courts,  that  two  suoh  Persons  as  Council  shall  think  Proper,  one  for 
the  Town  &  one  for  the  Township  should  be  Commissionated  as  soon 
as  possible. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  humble  senr*. 

DAVID  ESPY. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  Psesident  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvaniai  Phila- 
delphia. 

IP  Favor  of  Col.  Smith. 
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Bbip.  Q&nsf*  Wm-  iKvmB  TO  Pbjbb.  Bsxd.  1780. 

Gamp  near  MorristowD^  Feb.  0^,  1780/ 

DearShri 

I  pvesmoB  yon  have  heard  of  tba  snrprise  of  ovr  Poale  al  Eliia- 
bethtown  &  Newark.  I  believe  they  were  meet  of  the  men  Peui- 
•yhranianfly  bat  not  one  offieer  of  onra.  Thie  with  the  numeibnii 
Demiione  haa  nuide  ajdeep  atroke  onaa»  I  aeinie  yooi  I  am  mneh 
alanned  &  distressed,  — ^nnot  oonoeive  what  the  eanse  Is.  Oar 
Begiments  will  ent  a  bad  figure  if  it  eoDttnnea  hmg«  This  leads  me 
to  enquire  whether  anj  uSerating  will  be  tried— I  think  several 
men  might  be  got  thb  spring.  1  have  obtained  leave  to  visit  my 
fsmily  at  OarILtte-r<ehall  set  ont  tomorrow.  Gen.  8t  Clair  is  at 
EUmathtowti  &  I  believe  will  remain  there  a  week  or  perhaps 
longer. 

I  moit  OBoe  mote  tronble  your  Sa:QBUen<qr  in  theOloathinff 
bnainess,  which  I  should  by  no  means  take  the  liberty  to  do  conld  I 
depend  on  the  men  whose  basineae  it  is.  Mr.  Swain  went  away 
without  informing  any  person,  k  had  not  half  completed  his  bosiness. 
GoL  Farmer  hofi  dqne  little,  better,  instead  of  sending  1200  yards  of 
linen,  he  has  sent  only  100,  with  a  few  trifling  articles  which  are 
not  esaentlally  necessary.  The  0alcalations  have  been  very  erro- 
nioos,  I  snppose  occasioned  in  some  measore  by  the  Cloth  not  being 
near  no  broad  as  mentioned  in  the  Invoice. 

On  a  eabnlatioB  I  had  made  tUa  day  we  shall  yet  want  the 
artidea  in  the  indosed  list.  I  rt (|aest  your  ExeeUenoy  wili  be  so 
good  as  to  order  Col.  Farmer  to  fotirard  them,  with  all  possible 
expedition,  as  oar  Taylor  will  be  Idle  before  they  can  arrive* 

The  Snemy  were  to  have  assembled  2000  men  in  800  Sleighs  at 
Kings  Ferry  last  Wednesday  night,  perhaps  with  a  design  to  affeet 
some  more  sarprisoi  some  fear  West  Point— bat  I  think  Danbnry 
jDOve  probable  where  there  am  abont  500  men*    They  are  really 
retaliating  on  ns,  however  we  mnst  if  poarible  repay  them  with 
Interest.    I  mean  to  take  Philada.  in  my  way  aa  I  retomto  Camp 
vrhioh  cannot  be  before  the  last  of  march. 
I  am  Dr.  Sir^ 
With  great  regard  &  esteem 
Yonr  Excellencys  most  Obedt.  Servk 
W-  IRVINB. 

NB  ire  cannot  get  even  a  pair  of  shoes  except  what  comes  throngh 
the  state  Cloathers  hands. 

His  Excellent  Joaq^b  Read  Eaqnire* 
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Chabub  Pkrit  to  Prbs.  Bbbd^  1780. 

Philad*,  9^  Feb',  1780. 
Sir, 

I  haye  this  morning  reo^  ibe  Drangbt  of  Oongress  on  jonr  Ex- 
cellency &  tbe  Ooancii  of  Pennsylvania,  for  three  hundred  thousand 
J>ollAr8,  which  will  be  presented  faerewitL  I  should  be  glad  to  be 
informed  as  early  as  possible  in  what  manner  the  money  it  to  be 
paid,  as  I  cannot  properly  make  the  necessary  appropriations  till 
that  is  done^  and  the  numeroos  calls  npon  me  will  oblige  me  to 
divide  it  into  scTcral  Parcels. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  mcttt  obedient 

hnmble  seramt,  

OHA&LBS  PETTIT, 
A.  Q.Jtl.  Oen'L^ 
Directed^ 
To  his  Bicelknqy  the  President  of  the  SUte  of  Pennsylmiia. 


JOHK  OONVOLLT  TO  PbrS.   RbED,   17804 

aermantown,  Feb'y  10th,  1780. 
Sip,' 

When  I  was  favored  with  enlargement  in  January  1777, 1 
fitf ther  ebliged  by  the  reatoration  of  my  side-arms  k  Pistols.  To- 
mtadB  the  conclusion  of  March  I  returned  to  Philadelphia,  pursaant 
to  an  Order  from  the  Bzecotive  Gonn<nl,  &  was  very  unexpectedly 
recommitted  to  dose  confinement.  My  arms,  which,  at  this  tinae, 
had  been  brought  to  tbe  City  by  my  servants  to  be  cleaned,  were 
left  at  my  lodgings,  at  which  place  a  disabled  Offioer  then  lay,  who, 
taking  upon  Himself  to  send  my  Portmanteau  to  tbe  New  Jail, 
thought  proper  to  retain  the  Articles  mentioned,  together  with  m 
Deed  of  Partition,  then  in  my  costody  also.  Some  time  subeeqaent 
to  this  Conduct,  it  seems  He  attempted  an  escape,  id  which  He 
failed,  &  was  again  made  Prisoner,  when  being  possessed  of  my 
arms  &  the  Deed  alluded  to,  they  were,  I  understand,  taken  from 
Him,  &  ^iven  into  the  charge  of  the  Honorable  tbe  Exeoatiye 
Council. 

Hiis  being  a  real  state  of  Facts,  &  having  done  nothing  personmlly 
sinbe  the  period  of  my  captivity,  to  have  forfeited  the  intended 
civility,  I  flatter  myself  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  order 
them  restored.  I  should  not  have  attempted  to  intrude  so  far  upon 
your  Excellency's  more  important  Concerns,  were  not  the  I^tou  a 

*  See  Col.  Bte.»  Vol.  XH.,  p.  SS46,  240. 
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preaeDt  from  a  very  particalar  Friend,  which  slone  renden  me  aolioi- 
tous  for  their  Becoveiy. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect, 
jour  Excellency's 

meet  obed*  servS 

JN-  CONNOLLY. 
Directed, 

To  his  Ezoellencj  Joaeph  Beed^  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Ezecn- 
tive  Council. 


GoL.  Hazxn  to  Pbbs.  Bjbbp,  1780. 

Oampi  near  Morris  Town,  Feb';  11th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Major  Beid,  who  returned  yesterday  from  Philadelphia  to  Camp, 
hu  scanainted  me  with  his  application  to  yonr  Excellency  for  sap- 
plies  of  oloathing,  &c.,  for  a  few  officers  of  the  PennsyWania  State, 
now  Serving  in  my  Reg^t.  I  do  not  sensare  his  application,  because 
I  am  persuaded  he  was  prompted  to  it  by  motiTcs  of  mere  Neces- 
sity ;  howcTcr  hard  his  case,  yet  there  are  many  other  officers  in 
the  Begiment  who  are  equally  situated,  and  that  are  not  entitled  to 
aoy  Redress  from  any  one  of  the  United  States.  Tbe  Copy  of  a 
Mefflorial  Inclosed  wiU  shew  what  I  hate  done  for  the  Regiment  at 
large.  If,  therefore,  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
eanoot,  or  if  Congress  will  not  suffer  us  to  Serve  them  on  eouaf 
footing  with  the  Army,  we  wish  to  be  Dismissed  from  their  Employ- 
ment. The  time,  I  hope,  is  Drawing  near  when  either  a  Sisation  of 
armes  or  a  Union  of  Canada,  will  put  this  Regiment  on  a  very 
Different  footing.  Your  Excellency  will  remember  the  Oppceition 
I  made  to  tbe  Reduction  of  the  Regiment  iu  the  year  1778,  and  I 
^ink  it  now  a  part  of  my  Duty  at  this  Time  to  oppose  any  Partial 
provision  for  Officers  or  men  in  it.  Some  new  Regulations,  autho- 
rized by  Congress,  will,  I  Dare  say,  soon  take  place  in  the  army, 
wbicb,  1  hope,  will  put  this  Regiment  with  the  other  loos  Corps 
(not  armed  or  provided  for  by  any  State)  on  proper  footing,  for 
which  I  am  waiting  with  Impatience. 
I  have  Honor  to  be, 

your  Excellencys  most  obed* 

and  most  Devoted  Hum*  Serv^ 

MOSES  HAZEN. 
Directed, 

To  his  Escellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  Qovemor  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Tol.  XII.,  p.  262. 
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OoL.  Brodhead  to  Pres.  Rbxd,  1T80. 

Pittebargh,  Feb'j  lltb^  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

In  my  last  I  wrote  yea  mj  reasons  for  evacaating  Forte  Arm- 
strong &  Crawford  and  drawing  in  tbe  rangers  to  this  postr  Sino^ 
which  Cobnel  Lochry  h^s  ordiored  them  to  tjannah's  Town  &  Port 
Wallace.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  determine  whether  he  was  inilaenced  by 
ambition  or  by  Interest  to  call  them  from  hence,  but  the  step  was 
,  very  imprudent  &  seemed  calculated  to  prevent  me  from  recruiting 
them  during  the  War  agreeable  to  Instructions  from  his  Bzcellenoy 
the  commander  in  chief  (and  circumstanced  as  we  are)  to  pat  it  oat 
of  the  power  of  the  Commissary  to  snpply  then* 

Since  the  removal  of  the  Rangers'^from  hence  several  Letters  have 
pssed  between  Ool«  Loehiy  t  mys^f,  Copiee'*'  of  which  I  take  the 
liberty  to  transmit  for  yonr  perusal,  and  hope  those  from  me  will 

erove  satisiiMtory*  I  likewise  inclose  a  copy  of  %  letter  to  OApt* 
lark  and  his  apswery  also  copy  of  an  order  to  Capt"  Erwin  and  ^ 
copy  of  an  insolent  Letteir  I  received  from  Capt"  Campbell. 

Ciipt'  M'Intire  was  much  to  blaine  for  not  makine  you  particularly 
acquainted  with  his  errand,  as  I  repeatedly  charged  nlm  to  do.  The 
Clothing  remiMns  at  the  foot  of  the  Hill|  and  the  Troops  here  are 
suffering  for  want  of  many  articles,  nor  do  I  know  that  they  can  be 
brought  'till  some  time  in  the  Spring.  Capt*  Finley  is  arrived  and 
informs  me  that  the  Snow  is  four  feet  deep  upon  the  Moqntains. 

The  recruitii^  Service  is  very  dull,  k  the  Season  is  so  very  severe 
that  the  parties  cannot  travil.  I  sincerely  wish  to  see  a  reinforce- 
ment from  the  main  Armv,  for  I  am  really  apprehensive  of  a  visit 
from  Niagara,  and  this  Fort  is  not  tenable  for  a  small  namber  of 
Men. 

Capt"  Erwin  upon  his  first  arrival  at  this  p<Mit  informed  me  that 
bis  Company  consisted  of  forty  five  men^  but  when  I  required  a 
returii  from  his  Subalterns  they  returned  only  twenty  three,  and 
laughed  at  what  their  Capt*  reported  and  declared  they  knew  of  no 
such  number  of  men  belongiog  to  the  Company.  I  haye  several 
reasons  to  induce  me  to  entertain  a  very  indifferent  opinion  of  Capt* 
Erwin. 

By  one  of  onr  prisoners  who  lately  made  his  Escape  from  the 
Wyandote,  &  who  has  frequently  been  at  Detroit,  I  am  informed 
that  the  new  Fort  erected  there  is  very  strong.  The  walls  fifteen 
feet  thick  &  very  high*  w^h  a  wide  deep  Ditch  surrounding  it — ^the 
Barracks  are  sank  in  tne  ground  so  deep  that  the  Boofs  can  scarce 
be  seen  from  without — that  the  Garrison  consists  of  450  Begnlars 
and  that  the  Enemy  have  1800  men  besides  a  great  number  of 
Indians  at  Niagara ;  I  conceive  an  appearance  of  an  Expedition  xkf 

*  See  pages  G§-69. 
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the  SiBCjuehanQftb  Biyer  would  ))e  a  great  meuis  of  pnMrrag  tbt 

frontier  of  oar  State. 

His  Excellency  the  CSommander  in  chief  has  promiMd  ne  a  re- 
iDforoemeot  of  ILegalara  provided  circumstanoea  would  admit  of  hia 
detachiDg  Troops  from  the  main  Army.  Should  that  with  some 
Artillenr  arriTO  early  in  the  Springi  I  shall  be  abl^  to  ebastise  soma 
of  the  lu^tile  Indians  and  prqbably  possess  myself  of  Detroit,  but 
to  act  on  the  Defenrive  with  the  £ew  Troops  I  at  pr^seiit  commsnd 
will  answer  no  salutary  purpose.  The  Delawares  continue  their 
professions  of  Friendship,  and  talk  of  coming  to  settle  nearer  to  ns« 
If  they  do  I  will  make  them  more  usefull  if  possible. 

Should  any  Troops  be  raised  for  the  Defence  of  Westmoreland 
and  the  other  Frontier  Counties  of  our  State  I  trust  they  will  be 
raised  for  a  longer  time  than  those  under  Capt"*  Erwin  t  Campbell^ 
tor  they  faay^  boen  raised,  and  subsisted  at  a  great  Expence,  &  their 
service  has  been  but  small. 

As  Boop  as  the  weather  will  permit  I  intend  to  detach  a  proportion 
of  the  troops  tq  Forts  Armstrong  k  Crawford  to  cover  that  part  of 
tb^  Frontier.  Please  to  present  my  respectfull  Gompliments  to  Col* 
Bayard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

youf  Excellency's  most  obed*  Serv^i 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

Dirededf 
fixs  Exoell'  Gov  Beed. 


Oeorqb  Stsyekson  to  Council,  1780. 

Carlisle,  12«*  February,  1780. 
Sir, 

Some  years  since  the  lato  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  when 
disposing  of  their  Lands  near  this  Town,  were  pleased  to  grant  about 
200  ■*  Part  of  it,  to  the  Rev'  Daniel  Batwel,  who,  at  that  Time,  was 
the  episcopal  Missionary  from  the  Society,  in  England,  for  propa- 
gating the  christian  ]|f aith  in  Parts  beyond  the  Seas,  to  York  and 
Cumberland  Counties:  the  Land  was  surveyed  for  him,  and  ho 
requested  me  to  take  Care  of  it,  and  prevent  the  Inhabitants  of  Car- 
lisle from  cttting  his  timber,  ^ich  Tndt  I  nndertookj  and  have 
endeavoured  to  discharge  ever  since. 

Soon  after  the  Declaration  of  Independency  the  Parson  became  an 
active  Tory,  was  apprehended  hy  a  Wan*  from  the  Committee  of 
Cumberland  Co%  and  confined  in  York  Goal ;  after  Congresa  re- 
moved to  York^  he  got  Permission;  of  that  honorable  Body,  to 
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remove,  witb  his  Family,  to  New  Tork|  which  he  did^  after  having 
disposed  of  his  personal  Estate. 

The  Timber  on  his  Land  suffered  very  little  Damage  nntil  these 
fear  last  Weeks,  whilst  I  was  attending  the  Gonrts,  a  Number  of 
<  Pe^le  have  oat  and  destroyed  the  Wood  off  above  80  "*  of  it,  against 
those  OffBnden  I  have  brought  Baits  in  the  Parson's  Name,  and 
stop'd  them  from  farther  Destruction :  Now,  Sir,  if  the  Parson  be 
proscribed,  and  his  Land  forfeited  to  the  State,  my  Suits  are  wronff, 
otherwise  right.  Your  Information  how  this  Matter  is^  will  great^ 
oblidge/ 

Sir, 

your  most  obedient 

H«»  SenrS 

GEO.  8TE7BNS0N. 

P.  S.  I  reced  y'  Letter  of  Dec^  7^  7  Weeks  af^  it  was  written. 
I  have  not  seen  Major  Boggs  since  it  came  to  hind,  therefore  have 
not  yet  sent  a  Notice  to  M'  Peters. 

a.  s. 

>  Directed, 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq'^  Secretary,  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Nicola  to.  Sbo't  Matlack,  1780. 

Feb'y  12th,  1780. 

I  am  informed  that  this  day  the  demand  for  the  equivalent  allowed 
in  lieu  of  rations  and  enumerated  arUoles  is  to  be  laid  before  the 
Hon'  Council,  I  must  therefore  request  jou  will  present  the  inclosed, 
and  you'll  oblige, 

S', 
your  most  obed*  serv% 

LEWIS  NIOOLA. 

IHreetedj 

To  Ool.  Mathek,  or  the  acting  Secretary  to  the  Hon^  Executive 
Council. 

*  Bee  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  297. 
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Pbes.  Rbbd  to  Col.  Bbodhead,  1780. 

In  GotiiMil 

Philad*  Febnurj  14th,  1780. 
To  Ootonel  Biodbeadi 
Sir, 
Capt.  Campbell  who  oommanded  ODe  of  the  Companies  of  Rangers 
raised  last  Spring  for  the  Protection  of  the  Frontiers  of  Pennsjlvania 
has  lately  attended  our  Board  with  a  representation  of  the  Affairs  of 
his  Company.  Col  Lochry  the  Lieutenant  of  Westmoreland  County 
has  also  transmitted  sundry  Letters  received  from  yon  respecting 
the  same  Companies  with  his  Answers."**  Tour  Appointment  to  the 
present  Command  was  a  most  desirable  Event  to  the  Authority  of 
the  State,  as  we  oonsidered  your  Connection  with  us  ft  natural 
Attachment  to  the  State  to  afford  the  most  substantial  Orounds  of 
Harmony  ft  Expectation  that  you  would  on  all  occasions  promote  the 
Interests  ft  Welfare  of  its  Inhabitants.  These  happv  Prospects  we  had 
endeavoured  on  our  Part  to  improve  by  a  careful  attention  to  the 
Comforts  ft  Interests  of  your  Command  of  which  we  gave  you  the  must 
substantial  Ph>of8  in  the  Cloathing  ft  Supplies  forwarded  you  from 
Time  to  Time.  We  cannot  therefore  but  lament  this  Change  of  IVos- 
peot,  for  without  entering  into  any  Discussion  of  the  Causes  of  Dispute 
it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  Friendship  we  had  endeavoured  to  cultivate 
between  Fort  Pitt  ft  the  County  of  Westmoreland  is  most  materially 
inteimpted  ft  that  unless  some  happy  Measures  of  ConciliatioD  are 
adopted  there  is  little  Probability  of  that  Union  of  Sentiment  ft 
Action  so  essential  to  the  publiok  Welfare  in  Time  of  great  ft  ffeneial 
Danger.  Such  measures  we  have  recommended  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  thttt  County  ft  such  we  must  recommend  to  you.  We  have  tho' 
much  pressed  declined  taking  any  Measures  for  restoring  the  Men 
enlisted  into  the  8th  Pennsylv*  Regiment  out  of  the  rangers  Com- 
panies before  the  Expiration  of  the  Term  of  Service,  but  at  the  same 
Time  we  think  it  our  Duty  to  acquaint  you  that  we  cannot  esteem 
the  Inlistment  under  these  Circumstances  proper  for  if  they  might 
^be  taken  from  their  Officers  one  Month  before  their  Discharge  they 
Might  have  been  taken  at  any  Time  ft  the  very  Design  of  their  In- 
listment frustrated  Still  less  can  we  approve  the  refusing  the  Com- 
panies Provisions,  which  must  have  fn  a  great  Measure  destroved 
their  Usefulness  ft  made  them  a  Burthen  to  the  Country  instead  of 
a  Benefit  And  we  doubt  not  on  due  Reflection  you  will  admit  the 
Measures  to  have  been  hasty  ft  in  their  Consequences  prejudicial  to 
the  publick.  Tour  Zeal  to  inlist  them  we  highly  commend  ft  had 
you  engaged  them  so  that  at  the  Expiration  of  their  Term  you  could 
have  turned  them  into  your  Regime  we  should  have  thought  it  the 
Duty  of  the  Officers  to  have  promoted  your  men  by  any  Means  in 

«  •  See  pag»  65-^9. . 
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their  Power.  We  obserye  in  your  Letter  of  the  2d  Jan^^  to  Gol. 
Loohry  you  express  yourself  to  the  EflSset  that  yoa  do  not  know  of 
any  Powers  the  President  has  to  discharge  or  reenlbt  the  Men,  if 
yon  mean  any  Powers  vested  in  him  as  an  Individaal  it  is  readily 
agreed  no  sneh  Powers  exist  nor  was  it  attempted  to  exercise  any 
but  in  Conjunction  with  the  Oonncil,  it  was  sopposed  he  was  fall j 
anthorized  to  discharge  the  Men  at  any  Time  the  publick  servioe 
woald  admit.  Not  being  disposed  to  assume  Powers  to  which  we 
are  not  entitled  we  hope  the  Officers  connected  with  the  State  will 
not  easily  suppose  such  a  Case  much  less  suffer  it  to  influence  their 
Actions.  But  when  they  have  reasonable  Doubt  we  shall  on  proper 
Application  endeayonr  to  satisfy  and  remove  them. 

We  have  carefully  avoided  expressing  our  sentiments  with  Respect 
to  any  of  the  above  Points  to  Col.  Lochry,  or  any  of  the  Gent,  of 
Westmoreland  for  as  we  retain  a  great  personal  Respect  to  your 
Character  &  Services  we  impute  what  has  hsppened  rather  to  Inad- 
verteucy  than  Intention,  and  therefore  would  hj  no  means  lessen 
your  Weight  &  Influence  in  your  Command  or  its  Neighbourhood. 
On  the  other  Hand  we  shall  sec^  Occasions  to  shew  our  Attention  & 
Regard. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obed  HbbL 


BoAUD  OF  War  to  Pass.  Beed^  1780. 

War  Office,  Peby  15, 1780. 
fiir, 

The  board  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  yesterday.  In 
answer  to  which  I  am  directed  to  inform  your  Excellency  &  the 
honorable  CounciL  that  the  several  returui  which  have  been  trans- 
mitted to*Council  from  time  to  time  together  with  the  return  delivered 
yesterdi^  to  M'  Secretary  Matlack,  contain  as.  perfect  a  state  of  the 
troops  of  Pennsylvania,  attached  to  the  additional  &  Independent 
CorpSy  as  can  at  present  be  furnished  from  this  Office;  the  whole  of 
the  returns  of  these  Corps  not  hanng  yet  been  reed ;  the'  there  are 
not  more  than  three  or  four  remaining,  of  which  Col.  Flowers's  is  the 
most  considerable  &  that  is  now  preparing,  &  will  be  sent  as  soon  as 
finished. 

I  inclose  a  list  of  the  returns  already  forwarded  to  Council,  &hAve  ^ 
the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect. 

Y'  Excellency's  most  Obed.  Hble  Senr. 

By  ord  of  the  board, 

BEN  STODDBBT  Sec^. 
Directed^ 
Public  service.    His  Excellency,.  The  President  of  Pennsylvania* 
(War  Office.) 
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Pbb8.  Rekd  to  Col,  of  Batallions,  1780. 

Maorket  Street  Feb.  17. 178,0. 
Sir, 

Tbe  present  Prospect  of  pabliek  Affairs  &  the  approaching  Season 
makes  it  highly  necessary  to  prepare  for  every  Event,  &  particularly 
that  the  Arms  belottgiog  to  the  State  jn  the  Hands  of  the  Militia 
Bhonld  be  onUed  in,  io  order  to  be  examined  &  repaired.  As  there 
may  also  be  a  Change  of  some  Officers  the  ensuing  Season  it  is  the 
more  necessary  to  do  it  while  the  present  Officers  continued  who  have 
leeeived  tbe  Anas  &  dlstribated  them.  .  Yon  will  therefore  on  Re- 
ceipt hereof  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  Directions  that  all  the 
pnblick  Arms  now  in  the  Hands  of  your  Battalion  be  delivered  to 
you  or  your  Order  that  Mr.  Slites  the  State  Commissary  may  take 
them  under  his  Charge  &  employ  the  necessary  Workmen  to  put 
them  in  good  ()^er. 

As  your  Exertions  herein  will  be  very  much  depended  on  your 
Beiafd  to  the  Publiok  does  not  leave  the  least  Room  to  doubt  you 
wfll  cheerfully  undertake  this  necessary  Piece  of  Business. 

lamSiry 
Tour  moat  Obed  Hbble  Serv. 

1st.  fiattafion^  Col.  Bradford  or  in  hia  Absenoe  tbe  ooasiaadF 

Officer. 
2d.        **        CoL  Bayard  or  fto. 
3d.        f^  .     Col.  WeU  w  ko. 
4fch.        <<   .      Col.  Deiany  or  Ao. 
5th.       ^         Col.  Copperthwaite  or  &c. 
6th.        ''         Col.  Eqox. 
7th.        <<         GoL  Eyres  of  Artill'.  or  &c. 


Prbs*  Eebd  to  DsuiaATES  OF  ComfSdicuT  m  ConaBBSS, 

1780. 

OeDtlemen: 

At  a  late  Confereaoe  between  a  Committee  of  the  Assembly  now 
stt^g,  k  the  Coonoil  of  this  State,  there  appeared  a  general  Pesire 
to  know  what  Appearanee  there  waa  of  an  amicable  &  friendly 
Settlement  of  the  Dispute  between  this  Stote  &  Connectiout  respect 
ing  the  Lands  at  Wyoming;  in  Consequence  of  the  Propoaitions 
made  by  the  House  of  Assembly  at  their  last  Sitting,  &  delivered  to 
one  of  the  Delegates  of  Oonneotieut  to  be  forwarded  to  his  ExceUr 
Gk>v.  TmmbnlL 
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The  Gentlemen  who  comprised  the  above  Conferenoe  having  also 
ezpreseed  a  Desire  to  confer  with  jou  on  this  Subject,  I  am  desired 
to  communioate  the  same  to  you,  referring  the  Time  to  jou.  The 
Gonnoil  Chamber  is  supposed  to  be  a  convenient  Place,  as  the  Com- 
mittee is  pretty  large.  Ton  will  be  pleased  to  favor  me  with  sn 
Answer;  that  I  may  give  notice  to  the  Members  of  Assembly,  &  am, 
Gentlemen,  with  great 

Bespeet  &  Regard,  your 

obed.  &  very  Hbbl.  Serv."*" 

Indoned, 
1780,  Febmary  17^^.    To  Delegates  of  Connecticut  in  Congress. 


Sbc'y  Matlack  to  Thos.  Hale,  1780. 

Philad*,  Peb'y  18, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  General  uneasiness  which  prevails  among  the  people  in  conse- 
quenoe  of  an  apprehension  of  your  having  been  concerned  in  specu- 
lations while  the  monies  of  the  state  are  supposed  to  be  in  your  hands, 
has  induced  the  Council  to  appoint  D^  Gardner  k  Hf.  Whitehill  to 
confer  with  you  on  this  subject. 

I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Gen^  of  this  Committee 
request  you  will  meet  them  at  the  Council  Chamber  t6  morrow 
morning,  at  nine  o'clock.     I  am,  with  due  respect,  Sir, 
your  humble  servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y.t 
M'  Tho8-  Hale. 


Delegates  oe  Coknecticut  to  Pres.  Beeb,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  proposition  referred  to  in  your  Excellency's  letter  of  ye8te^ 
day,  was  duly  transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Connect- 
icut; to  which  their  delegates  in  Congress  have  yet  received  no 
answer.-— They  are  ready,  however,  to  receive  any  communication 
relative  to  the  Subject  of  it,  from  the  Committee  of  the  State  of 
Pensylvania  which  they  may  think  proper  to  make,  k  to  attend  for 

*  See  answer,  Febmary  18. 

t  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XII.,  page  26e>m. 
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ibai  pnrpoM  ai  the  ooonotl  obamber  Hm  evening  at  6  o'Glooki  or 
raoh  etker  time  m  maj  be  more  oonvenient  for  the  Gommittoe. 
We  are,  Sir, 

with  maoh  respect^ 
Your  Excellency's 

most  obedS  hnmb^  SerY*% 
ROGER  SHERMAN, 
OLIVER  ELLSWORTH. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  President  Reed^  Philadelphia. 


Pbxs.  Rbbd  to  Edmund  Physio,  1780. 

In  Coancilj 

PhUad*,  Febmaiy  19**,  1780. 
Sir, 

Paisnant  to  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  the  last  Session,  entitled 
an  Ad  for  Testing  the  Estates  of  the  late  Proprietaries  of  Penayl- 
▼ania  in  this  Oommonwealth,  &  partksalarly  the  Fifteenth  Section  of 
8*  Act,  it  beoomes  my  Dnty  to  demand  of  you  as  ReeeiTtf  Oeneial 
under  the  late  Proprietaries,  the  Books,  Oertifieates,  Ordeis  &  other 
Bocnments,  Instruments,  Records,  Writings,  and  Seals  belonging  to 
nid  Offioe ;  and  that  the  same  be  delivered  to  Timothy  Matlaek,  iSq., 
Secretary  of  this  Board. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.,  Hbble.  Serr., 

Joseph  Reed,  President.* 


Thohas  Smith  to  Pbbb.  Bud,  1780. 

8ir, 

If  public  conduct  misrepresented,  &  intentions  misonderstood, 
were  suftcient  reasons  for  one  to  be  silent  in  all  public  afivirs,  I 
should  long  ago  hare  declined  all  share  in  them,  but  oireumstanoes 
often  oootir  when  it  would  be  criminal* to  be  silent  or  neuter;  if  any 
miarepreecntation  of  mine  can  be  the  meana  of  saying  the  Life  <rf 
the  meanest  Gitisen,  I  shall  think  myself  amply  psAd  fbr  more 
undeserved  obloquy  Uian  I  ever  BMt  with. 

My  anxiety  fbr  the  safety  of  tbe  ftontiers,  my  having  bem  witness 

«  See  CeL  Keo.ft  Yd.  XHv  puge  257. 
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to  ae  many  msenes  of  DktreSB  th^fc  thousands  of  ftnmlios  havo  bad 
to  straggle  with,  for  two  or  three  years  paot,  will;  I  hopO|  pkad  my 
ezouse  for  taking  this  liberty. 

Yonr  Excellency  need  not  be  informed  that  retaliation  is  a  fanda- 
mental  Law  amongst  the  Indians,  &  seems  to  take  place  even  of 
self  preservation.  They  have  been  severely  chastized  last  sammer, 
&  the  miseries  theyjwill  undergo  this  winter  in  consequence  of  it^ 
will  render  them  desperate,  &  ,they  will  certainly  make  their  last 
effort  as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit,  or  at  least  they  will  pay  us 
in  kind;  and  the  People  on  the  Frontiers  have  been  so  much 
harassed  for  these  several  years  past,  that  they  can  make  but  a  very 
feeble  resistance ;  many  of  them  fled  into  the  interior  CounUes,  & 
rented  Places,  which  rendered  those  who  remain  the  weaker;  without 
speedy  assistance  they  cannot  possibly  stand  it,  but  most  abandon 
their  settlements  on  the  first  invasion. 

It  would  undoubtedly  be  deemed  presumption  in' me  to  give  my 
opinion  on  the  mode  of  defence.  I  am  sensible  that  I  am  a  very 
incompetent  Judge — ^five  Companies  were  raised  last  year  for  that 
purpose,  but,  tho',  1  believe  the  officers  who  were  appointed  to 
Command  them,  did  every  thing  in  their  Power,  yet  they  did  not 
seem  to  nSord  so  moich  proteotion  to  the  Inhabitants  as  could  h«ve 
been  wished,  &  this  I  do»bt  will  generally  be  the  ease  with  tempo* 
lary  Troops ;  most  of  the  mischief  will  be  doiie  before  they  oan  be 
rsodv  for  the  Field,  &  the  fixpenee  is  eerlaiily  more  than  an  equal 
number  of  permanent  Soldiers.  To  call  oat  the  Militia  against 
Indians  is  liable  to  equal  inooovenienees ;  not  cme  half  are  fit  for 
that  sernee,  k  they  are  soaroely  arrived  at  the  Pisoe  where  the 
service  is  to  be  performed  before  their  Time,  is  expired,  putUpg  out 
of  the  Question  the  expence,  &  the  incoi^veniencies  that  we  have 
already  experienced  te  result  from  calling  out  Farmers  from  their 
Farms. 

I  believe,  that  at  this  'Hme  no  Money  will  procure  a  sufficient 
Number  of  Men  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  even  for  a  season; 
pardon  me,  therefore,  if  I  suggest  that  if  the  Legislature  was  to 
offer  a  bounty  in  Land  to  such  as  would  engage  during  the  War  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontierB  against  the  Indians,  A  to  be  employed 
in  that  service  only,  &  its  faith  Pledged  that  they  should  not  be 
called  away  on  any  pretence  whatever,  &  a  certain  portion  of  Cloath« 
iog  given  them.  I  thrink  something  Uke  this  would  be  more  eieo- 
tuai  than  any  Dther  Pkn  that  eocurs  tome;  for  there  are  many 
young  flallows  who  are  complete  woodemea,  that  are  eager  to  engage 
against  the  Indians,  if  they  had  any  security  of  Such  n  rewam  at 
the  end  of  the  war;  theyin'e  perhaps  fitter  for  that  servioe  than 
veteran  Troops,  eapaible  to  tadce  the  lodiaiM  jn.their  own  way ;  but 
they  cannot  for  a  considerable  Time  be  btonghit  to  like  the  regular 
service,  nor  will  they  engage  wtthoot  they  bftve  the  most  explicit 
assurance  that  they  shall  be  employed  only  aeainst  the  Indians. 

On  every  occasion  that  I  have  ever  s^plyea  Id  your  Exoellenoy, 
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I  have  always  fonnd  yon  bo  .ready  to  do  every  thiog  in  yonr  Power 
to  defend  us  from  our  savage  foe,  that  I  need  not  urge  you  on  this 
occasion,  it  is  sufficient  for  me  to  suggest  the  necessity  of  speedy 
ezertioiis.  I  rest  firmly  assured  that  nothing  will  be  left  undcme 
&r  the  protection  of  those  who  stand  so  much  in  need  of  it.  I 
wish  it  was  in  their  power  to  oo-operato  eflfectually  with  the  assis- 
tance that  may  be  sent  to  them  from  the  interior  parts  of  the 
Country;  their  own  exertions  must  be  feeble  through  want  of 
Provisions.  I  am  really  afraid  of  a  famine  on  the  frontiers  before 
harvest;  the  hard  winter  has  added  to  the  scarcity  that  was  the 
natural  eonsequence  of  their  being  invaded  every  seed  Time  and 
Harvest  for  years  Past. 

I  am  your  most 

obedient  Humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  SMITH. 
Philadelphia,  February  22d,  1780. 

Dineied, 
To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr. 


Fbks.  Bbbd  xo  Thomas  Hals,  1780. 

Sir, 

You  can  be  no  stranger  to  the  Opinion  of  your  having  used  the 
pnbli^k  money  in  speculation  the  general  Bissatisfaotion  which 
prevails  respecting  your  Conduct.  The  Council,  therefore,  think  it- 
best  for  you  to  pay  immediately  to  the  Treasurer  the  Money  which 
remains  in  your  Bands,  which,  by  your  accounts,  appears  to  be 
£79,412  5s.  lOd,  This  will  have  a  good  Eifect  to  check  the  general 
complaints,  and  enaUe  the  Council  to  do  you  such  Justice  as  upon 
farther  Inquiry  your  Conduct  shall  merit.  The  Council  think  you 
oDght  to  do  this  by  Friday  at  farthest,  but  if  yon  do  it  befor6  h 
wiu  be  better. 

I  ain  Sir, 

your  obed.  h'ble  ser., 

JOS.  REBIX*    i 
Dvrtdedj  » 

To  Mr.  Thomas  Hale. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XH.,  p.  261-268. 
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Pres.  Bbed  to  Col.  Henbt,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  send  you  herewith  the  Letters  respeotiDg  the  Anns^  &  shall  be 
obliged  to  you  on  all  Occasions  to  suggest  what  may  be  necessary  or 
useful  for  the  Militia  Service,  &  which  the  great  Multiplicity  of 
Business  I  am  engaged  in  may  occasion  my  omitting. 
&  am  with  much  Esteem, 

your  Obed.  H'ble  ser. 
Directed^ 
To  Colonel  William  Henry. 


Gbnl.  Washington  to  Pkbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Head  Quarters,  Morris  Town  23'  Feb',  1780. 
Sir, 

I  had  last  night  the  honor  to  reoeire  your  Ezoellenoy's  letter  of 
the  16^^  with  the  papers  you  ha?e  been  pleased  to  refer  to  me. 
There  is  certainly  a  good  deal  of  weight  in  the  observations  and 
objections  which  Colo.  Haien  has  made,  and  it  were  very  much  to 
be  wished  that  the  supplies  of  Cloathing  and  necessaries  in  every 
instance  were  perfectly  equal  to  the  officers  &  men  respectively 
throughout  the  army ;  but  as  these  f^om  the  nature  of  our  present 
establishment  proceed  from  different*  sources,  I  do  not  know  how  the 
inconveniences  complained  of  are  to  be  remedied.  It  has  been  the 
pleasure  of  Congress  by  repeated  Acts,  and  by  a  very  recent  one,  to 
seoommend  ji  to  the  States  to  provide  for  the  Officers  &  men  belong- 
ing  to  them  in  the  additional  &  other  Corps  not  originally  apportioned 
on  them,  in  the  same  manner  they  provide  for  those  of  their  State 
Lines.  This  being  the  case,  and  as  they  have  no  other  mode  of 
relief,  or  at  least  that  I  know  of, I  do  not  see  that  it  can  be  objected 
to  in  the  instance  of  Major  JEleed  and  the  other  officers  who  have 
addressed  your  Excellency.  It  can  only  be  oonsidered  that  they 
are. more  fortunate  than  the  rest  belonging  to  their  regiment.  Nor 
is  tJiia  discjnmlnation  peouliar  to  Colo.  Haien's  Corps.  There  are 
many  others  in  the  same  disagreeable  predicament.  It  holds  exten- 
sively between  the  Troops  of  different  Lines ;  for  while  the  officers 
&  men  of  some  enjoy  most  necessary  comforts,  those  of  others  are 
destitute  of  any.  I  return  your  Ezcelkncy  the  papers  again,  k  have 
the  honor  to  be 

with  the  most  perfect  respeot 

&  esteem,  your  Excellency's 
most  obe't  Servant, 

G«  WASHINGTON. 
Dirededj 

To  His  Excellenoy  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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F&ES.  Bbeb  to  James  Clatfoolb,  Shxedtf,  1780. 

lo  Gouncili 

Philada.|  February  24thy  1780. 
Sir, 

Tbe  Board  having  oonsidered  yonr  BepreseiitatioD  of  tbe  State  of 
the  PrisoD,  the  importance  it  is  to  the  publick  that  the  priMmen  should 
be  safely  kept  for  Tryal  &  punishment,  and  also  the  expence  that  would 
attend  hiring  Persons  expressly  for  a  Guard  are  of  opinion  that  pub- 
lick  Safety  &  publick  Oeconomy  will  both  be  consulted  by  applying  to 
the  Wardens  to  remove  the  Watch  from  the  Court  House  for  the 
present  to  the  Prison  Boom,  and  as  an  Inducement  to  the  High 
Gonstdble  to  comply  with  the  Direction  of  the  Wardens^  this  Board 
will  make  some  reasonable  Allowance  to  him  as  well  as  for  an  addi- 
tional Person  or  two  for  this  special  Purpose. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Hbble  Serv. 


Frakcis  SwAiNB  TO  Pebs.  Bbeb,  1780. 

Irapp,  Philad*  Cooaty,  Feb.  24%  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  Your  Excellency  and  the  Hon- 
orable OouncU  returns  of  tbe  Officers  and  Soldiers  Clothing  Issued 
bj  me,  in  Camp,  having  received  receipts  for  every  article. 

I  drew  from  the  Continental  Store  in  Morristown  for  our  troops 
fourteen  hundred  &  Sixty  five  pair  of  horse  Sboes,  and  for  Colo. 
Procters  Begiment  forty  eiffht  Coats,  forty  eight  Vests,  five  pair 
breeches,  fifty  seven  Sbirts,  fifty  seven  pair  shoes,  &  sixty  five  hats, 
which  I  have  not  inserted  in  the  return. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  EzceUenoys  &  the  Honorable  Coundls, 

Most  Obedient  &  very  humble  Servant, 

FBANCIS  SWAINB. 
Dirededf 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq^  President  at  Philadelphia. 

Vol.  Vm.— 6 
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Chas.  Hall  to  Pees.  Bssi>,  1780. 

LancMiter,  FeV  y  26'^  1770. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  I  made  Seizure  of  the  tract  of  Land  in  Mannor  Town- 
abip  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Indian  Town,  said  to  contain  about 
five  Hundred  Acres ;  the  Roads  hta  been  very  bad  prevented  my 
doing  it  sooner.  This  Morning  Mr.  John  Masser  of  this  Town 
came  to  me  seemingly  much  displeased  that  private  Property  should 
be  Stmck  at,  and  drew  a  paper  oat  of  his  podi:etl,  which  he  said  was 
an  Abstraet  from  the  Oreginal  Deed  from  the  Chief  Saehims  to  Mr. 
Penn  for  the  Lands  parchaoed  from  them  at  the  treaty  at  Fort 
Stanwiz,  wherein  this  tract  is  particularly  Discribed  and  Conveyed 
to  Mr.  Penn.  He  said  he  was  much  Amased  I  had  not  Beoeived 
orders  not  to  Proceed,  as  he  had  shewn  the  Afforaaaid  paper  to  your 
Excellency  and  the  Hononrable  Council,  who,  he  Smd,  was  satisfied. 
The  Land  is  now  in  the  Hands  of  tennents  who  have  worked  it  on 
Shares  and  have  lived  there  since  the  Year  1771,  and  say  they  have 
made  Sundrey  improvements  in  Buildings  and  fences,  which  they 
hope  they  will  be  Allowed  for.  As  the  season  is  now  approaching 
that  the  Land  shou'd  be  prepared  for  Spring  Grain,  I  shall  be  glad 
if  Council  will  send  me  instructions,  if  Possible  by  the  Bearer  of 
this,  how  I  am  to  proceed  with  the  tennents ;  but  if  the  Land  is  to 
be  Rented  at  a  Certain  Rent  I  shall  be  exceedingly  obliged  to  Coun- 
cil to  Name  the  Rent  and  Let  me  have  the  first  Offer. 

I  have  Settled  my  Acoompt  with  the  Commissionera  Appointed 
by  Law  to  Settle  the  Accompts  of  the  Commissioner  for  Confiscated 
Property,  and  have  their  Certificate  that  I  am  in  Debt  one  Hundred 
and  four  Pounds,  seven  shillings,  to  the  State.  I  have  Paid  to  the 
State  Treasurer  Eighty  Eight  thousand  four  Hundred  and  fbrty 
Nine  PoundS|  one  sUUing,  and  three  pence. 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

^Yery  Humble  Servent, 

CHARLES  HALL.^ 
Directed  J 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  Presidenti  Philadelphia. 
*  1^' favour  CoP  Crawford. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  ZI.,  p.  265. 
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Col.  Bbodhbab  to  Richaed  PuTEBSy  1780. 

Pittsburgh,  Feb'j  27«^  1780. 
Sir, 

Totir  hon'Me  Board  haying  by  your  Letter  of  the  80^^  of  last 
August  fe?ored  me  with  its  opinion  relative  to  some  Houses  not 
ooenpied  by  the  Inhabitants  about  this  Fort :  And  I  having  received 
IntelHgenee  from  Sandusky,  that  at  least  two  thousand  of  the  Enemy 
Indians  which  were  driven  into  Niagara  were  encamped  on  the 
plains  near  that  place,  ooneeived  that  the  Enemy  with  the  view  of 
preserving  their  Interest  with  them  &  to  distress  us  mi^ht  be  pre- 
meditating an  Expedition  sgainst  this  Garrison  so  soon  as  the  Alle-  ^ 
ghany  should  be  filled  with  a  snffident  Quantity  of  Water  to  favor  ' 
the  attempt  and  as  the  Enemies  approach  by  Water  would  be  exceed- 
ing rapid,  I  thought  it  indispensably  necessary  to  post  a  few  Men 
ifi  a  House  occupi^  by  Edward  Ward  &  Thomas  SsMillman  EsquireSb 
Tbb  House  is  situate  on  high  Ghround  within  forty  yards  of  one  of 
the  Bastions  &  commands  the  Gannon  in  two  Bastions  &  all  the 
Glads  on  the  side  next  to  it,  and  being  barraoaded  would  greatly 
contribute  to  the  Defence  of  this  Post,  Wherefore  I  Issued  an  order 
to  the  Asa^  Quarter  Master  Cthe  Dep'y  I  have  not  seen  since  last 
Mareh)  Likewise  Orders  for  tne  Maryland  Corps  (consisting  of  about 
twenty  Men  present)  to  take  Poet  in  that  House,  Copies  of  which 
Orders  I  take  the  Liberty  to  enclose  for  your  Perusal. 

You  will  see  with  what  Tenderness  I  endeavoured  to  treat  those 
Men,  although  the  Suspicions  of  their  want  of  Attachment  to  our 
Cause  are  numerous  &  t  believe  well  founded.  When  the  Assistant 
Quarter  Master  waited  upon  them  with  the  Order  they  immediately 
removed  their  effects  to  places  provided,  in  Consequence  of  a  conver- 
sation I  had  with  them,  which  was  intended  to  convince  them  of  the 
Necessity  of  the  proposed  Measure  But  when  the  Troops  marched  to 
the  post  Msiffued  them  M'  Ward  k  M'  Smaliman  stood  in  the  Door 
to  prevent  their  Entring  the  House.  The  Troops  did  after  some 
Alteroaiion  enter  and  have  ramained  there  nntill  now. 

M**  Ward  soob  after  apj^ied  to  the  Court  of  Yoghagania  County 
for  a  Juiy  to  enquire  into  what  he  supposed  to  be  a  Imroihle  Entry 
k  Detainer  which  was  accordingly  aummoned  k  admitting  the  said 
Thomas  Smailman  to  be  a  legi^  Witness  found  aceordinriy. — ^The 
Sheriff  then  demanded  Poesession  for  the  Claimant  which  was  re- 
ftissd  hj  the  Officer  and  the  Sheriff  was  sent  to  afreet  me  in  an  action 
of  Trespaas  at  the  Suit  of  M'  Ward  to  which  I  refused  to  Answer 
beeauea  it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  they  had  a  proper  Jurisdiction^ 
The  Msibdr  lay  over  untill  now  I  am  served  with  what  is  termed  a 
common  older  which  direota  me  to  appear  or  Judgment  is  to  be  had 
against  me  on  Defaidt— I  was  informed  that  M'  Ward  had  been 
made  ashamed  ef  bis  Oondnot  k  Aat  the  Aotion  was  withdrawn  k 
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therefore  did  not  raention  the  Matter  in  my  last.  Bat  I  have  now 
employed  Gounoil  to  pnt  in  a  Plea  to  the  Jurisdiotion  of  that  Coort 
&  otherwise  to  proorastinate  the  Trial  nntill  I  eould  inform  your 
hon'ble  Board  of  the  malicious  Steps  taken  by  M'  Ward  and  receiTe 
your  Directions  relative  thereto. 

The  Delaware  Indians  oontinne  their  friendly  Professions  and  I 
hope  to  make  them  usefuU  the  ensuing  Oampaign.  Their  chief 
Warriors  are  very  desirous  of  having  €k>mmissioiis  in  our  Servioe 
and  alledge  that  the  Enemy  Indian  Captains  have  british  Oommift- 
sions,  I  should  be  glad  to  indulge  them,  but  must  submit  the  Pro- 
priety of  the  Measure  to  the  Wisdom  of  my  Superiors. 

Public  Credit  never  was  so  low  in  this  Dis^t  as  at  present,  and 
f     the  Contractors  have  stretched  their  private  Credit^  but  with  every 
Effort  I  fear  the  public  Horses  will  perish  before  the  next  Grass 
unless  a  Sum  of  Money  can  be  furnished  to  purchase  Forage. 

The  great  Depth  of  Snow  upon  the  Alleghany  &  Laurel  Hills  has 
prevented  our  Getting  every  kind  of  Stores^  nor  do  I  expect  to  get 
any  now  untill  the  latter  End  of  April. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  perfect  respect 

Your  most  obed'  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD, 

Colo,  commaad'g,  W.  D. 
Directed^ 

Hon'ble  Bichard  Peters  Esquire. 


Col.  Brodhbad  to  Prbs.  Rbed  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  Feb'y  28*^  1780. 
Dear  Sir  , 

It  is  some  time  since  the  Court  of  Yoghagania  took  upon  its  self 
to  order  a  Jury  of  Enquiry  to  determine  whether  or  not  I  had  com- 
mitted a  trespass  in  stationing  some  men  in  a  House  in  the  tenure 
of  Edward  Ward  k  Thomas  Smalkoan  Esq"  Justices  of  that  Court, 
for  the  Defenoe  of  the  Garrison  &  now  I  am  served  with  what  b 
called  a  Common  order  to  appear  before  that  Court  or  in  Default 
Judgment  for  Damages  to  the  amount  of  £5000  will  go  against  me. 

I  have  employed  Gounoil  to  put  in  a  plea  of  Jurisdiction  &  other- 
wise to  procrastinate  the  trial  until  I  could  receive  Directions  from 
the  Hon'ble  Board  of  War  and  I  shall  be  greatly  oblidgad  to  you 
for  your  advice  in  the  matter.  I  once  was  determined  to  let  them 
proosed  without  taking  any  Notice  of  their  determinatioais  untill 
they  came  to  execute  them  &  then  send  them  off  with  a  flea  in  the 
ear  but  lest  any  reflection  should  be  east  on  me  for  interfering  in  a 
territorial  dkputa  I  conndectd  the  latter  Step  as  .tha  most  eligible. . 
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Should  our  State  determine  to  extend  its  Settlements  oyer  the 
Alleghany  River  I  should  be  happy  to  have  an  early  hint  of  it 
beeaose  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  serve  several  of  my  Friends. 

I  have  some  times  thought  of  proposing  to  the  Executive  Council 
t  Assembly  the  purchasing  the  late  Proprietaries  Manor  at  this 
phK»«  But  it  might  perhaps  be  as  well  for  me  to  be  concerned  with 
some  Gent"  of  my  acquaintance  in  a  purchase  I  conceive  it  will 
within  a  few  years  after  a  peace  is  established  be  one  of  the  first 
pkoes  for  Business  of  any  inland  Town  in  America. 

Should  your  Excellency  be  of  opinion  with  me  and  incline  to  take 
in  a  few  Gent*  into  partnership  in  such  a  purchase  I  shall  be  happy 
in  the  connexion. 

My  son  will  have  the  honor  to  wait  upon  you'  with  this  Letteri 
and  as  he  is  out  of  employment  and  it  is  said  that  Colo.  Geo.  Morgan 
will  not  serve  under  Mr.  Blaine,  the  present  Comm'y  Oen^  I  shall 
esteem  it  as  a  particular  favor  if  you  will  be  pleased  to  recommend 
him  to  do  the  Duty  of  Deputy  in  this  District  &  I  will  be  answerable 
for  his  Conduct. 

I  kave  the  hopor  to  bf)     ' 

with- the  moat  perfect  regard. &  esteem 

your  Excellenoios  most  obed*  &  Hble  Serv*, 

.     '      .  .     '  DANIEL  PRODHEAD. 

His  Excell'jr  Jos.  Reed  Es<}'.     '  - 


Draughts  of  CoNeEESS  ok  thb  States^  1780. 

Not.  24,  '79.  On  the  TreMnrer  of  the  State  of  N.  Tork  for  0.  Chreen,  #017,000 

Muryland,  J.  WAdBWorth,  700,000 

Pennsrlyaniay        do,  100,000 

New  Jeney,           do.  200,000 

N.  York,                 do.  400,000 

Connpetiont,            do.  600,000 

Rhode  Igland,         do.  100,000 

MMsaehasete  Bftj/do.  S00,000 

New  Hampihlre,    do.  800.000 

Virginia,                 do.  1,600,000 

N.  CarolinAy            do.  400,000 

N.  Jersey,               do.  260,000 

PennsjlTsniay  G.  Green,  200,000 

Maryland,           do.  400,000 

Virginia,              do.  600,000 

North  Carolina,  do.  200,000 

ConnecUont,         do.  150,000 

N.  York,               do.  400,000 

Delaware,             do.  60,000 
N.  Hampshire,  J.  Wadiworth,  300,000 

MassaehuseteBay,     do.  1,000,000 

Rhode  Ishnid,           do.  76,000 

Connecticttty              do.  1,600,000 

FennsyWanla,            do.  260,000 

Delaware,                 do.  76,000 


Dee.  14,  ** 

Ditto, 

u 

Do. 

M 

Do. 

m 

Do. 

u 

Do. 

t€ 

Do. 

U 

Do. 

it 

Do. 

a 

Do. 

u 

Do. 

20Ui, 

Do. 

22d, 

Do. 

« 

Do. 

€t 

Do. 

It 

Do. 

M 

Do. 

U 

Do. 

tl 

Do. 

Jan.  1st,  1780. 

Do. 

u 

Do. 

u 

Do. 

u 

Do. 

M 

Do. 

M 

Do. 
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Jul.  Ut,  1780.   On  the  Tn'r  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  J.  Waasworth, 

$500,000 

« 

Do, 

Virginia, 
N.  Carolina, 

do. 

750,000 

t« 

Do. 

do. 

750,000 

8d,    <* 

Do. 

Pen.  B'dof War,  C.Howard,  1,M0,00« 

4th,  " 

Do. 

6.  Carolina,  W. 

Palfrey, 

2,000,000 

Sth,  " 

Do. 

Ditto,      Hall  &  JervaU,  1,000.000 

14th,  « 

Do. 

Pennsylvania,  < 

[>.  Green, 

200,000 

20th,  « 

Do. 

Massaohttsets, 

B.  Blane, 

500,000 

«       u 

Do. 

Bhode  Island, 

do. 

175,000 

i€           U* 

Do. 

Connecticut, 

do. 

1,550,000 

U           U 

Do. 

Delaware, 

do. 

175,000 

24,    " 

Do. 

N.Y.inftTourofE.  Blane 

,    185,000 

«  25,    *« 

Do, 

PennsyWania, 

ditto. 

1,000,000 

"  27,    « 

Do. 

ditto. 

Wm.  Henry,    100,000 

Feb.  7,    « 

Do. 

N.  Carolina, 

S.  Moore, 

30,000 

«    8,    " 

Do. 

Pennsylvania, 

a.  Green, 

800,000 

«  12,    « 

Do. 

Vtrginia, 

Georgia, 

300,000 

«  28,    « 

Do. 

Rhode  Island, 

G.  Green, 

80,000 

«     (( 

Do. 

Virginia, 

do. 

150,000 

«     <i 

Do. 

Delaware, 

do. 

60,000 

t 

Do. 

N.York, 

do. 

150,000 

New  Hampshire, 

•                           a                           • 

000,000 

Massaohiuete, 

2,300,000 

Bhode  Island, 

•                           •                           • 

430,000 

Connectiont, 

8,800,000 

New  York, 

•                           •                           a 

1,750,000 

N.  Jersey, 

450,000 

Pennsylvania,    • 

•                           •                           • 

1,150,000 

Delaware,  . 

17fi,000 

Maryland, 

•                            «                           • 

1,100,000 

Virginia,     . 

3,400,000 

North  Carolina,  • 

»                          •                           • 

1,555,000 

South  Carolina, 

8,000,000 

$21,710,000 

jhdorted, 

Draughts  of  Oongresfl  on  the  sereral  States  from  Nor.  24, 1779,  to  Peb.  28, 
1780,  inolnsiTO* 


BoAED  OF  Wab  to  Pbbsidbnt  Bebd,  1780. 

War  Office.  March  7, 1780. 
Sir, 

We  have  received  from  the  Commissary  General  of  purchases,  the 
most  distressing  Accounts  of  the  State  of  the  Magasines  of  ProYisions 
at  Camp.  This  Flour  oa  Hand  will  not  serve  the  Troops  ahove  ten 
Bays,  &  there  is  little  Prospect  of  Continental  Sapplies  of  this  Article. 
If  a  similar  Famine  to  that  which  has  already  happened  this  Winter 
should  take  place,  the  Army  mast  inevitahly  disband,  as  the  Vicinity 
of  the  Camp  is  exhansted  of  its  Provisions,  &  indeed  the  whole  State 
pf  Jersey  is  distressed  by  their  Exertions  for  the  Supply  of  the 
Troops..    Yl^  have,  therefore^  no  Hopes  of  any  Besooroe  in  Case  of 
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Neoeenty  to  be  drawn  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  Gonaoions  of 
the  ReadineSB  ever  shows  by  your  Exoelleooy  to  assist  in  relieving 
the  Distress  of  the  Army,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to  inform  you 
of  the  Matter,  &  to  request  that  you  will  lay  the  Information  herein 
given  before  the  Council,  or  (if  prudent  to  make  it  so  public)  before 
the  Assembly,  that  if  any  Belief  can  bo  given  by  this  State  in  the 
Artiole  of  Fionr,  it  may  be  afforded^  &  the  impending  Misfortonei 
of  the  Army  psevented. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Bespeei  k  EstetflSi 
Tonr  ¥ery  obed*  Servants. 

BICHABD  P£T£B8. 
By«rder.* 
iKm««2.— On  pnblie  Sernee. 
His  Ezoelleney  Joseph  Beed|  Bsif  ,  President^  fte. 
(War  Office.) 


F.  A.  MuHLraBno  to  Pbbsident  Bud,  1780. 

Sir, 

Mr.  iMshelmeri  formerly  Chaplain  to  a  Regiment  of  I>nu;oons  in 
the  british  Service,  having  made  Application  to  me,  I  beg  Leave  to 
asnne  yonr  Excellency  tl^  I  have  known  him  well  ever  since  he 
has  been  in  this  State,  &  have  alwvj^s  found  him  to  be  a  true  Friend 
to  American  Liberty,  &  denrous  of  remaining  in  this  Country.  He 
has  to  my  certain  Knowledge  sacrificed  his  little  all,  together  with 
every  Prospect  of  future  Promotion  in  his  native  Country.  He  has 
hitherto  officiated  in  some  smaH  Oongregations  near  Lebanon,  Lan- 
caster County ;  but  unfortunately  for  him,  was  some  Time  ago  sus- 
pected of  interfering  in  an  old  Dispute  between  the  Members  of  the 
German  Luth.  Congregation  at  Leoanon,  which  occasioned  one  party 
of  them  to  apply  to  the  Honble.  Judge  Atlee,  to  have  him  removed. 
He  assures  me  he  never  meddled  either  with  the  one  or  the  other 
Party,  and  is  willing  to  bind  himself  not  to  interfere  in  their  Church 
Disputes,  nor  to  officiate  theroi  nnless  by  the  unanimous  Consent  of 
both  Parties. 

I  ask  Pardon  for  drawing  your  Excellencies  Attention  from  more 
important  Concerns,  &  have  the  Honour  to  be^  with  the  most  perfect 
Esteem  &  Regard, 

Your  Excellencies  most 

obedient  &  very  humble  Serv^, 

P.  A.  MUHLENBERG. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq%  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsilvania. 
Indorsed,  Mar.  7,  1780. 

*  See  page  182. 


124  V  PENNSYLVANIA  AROHITEB  1780. 

CoMMBS.  01*  Taxes  fob  Berks  Co.  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Reading,  March  8%  1780. 
Sir, 

We  beg  leave  to  lay  the  Inoloeed  Letter  of  Jaf  Biddle  Eeq*  befone 
the  Hon^^«  Councili  and  beff  their  advise  thereon,  as  Several  veij 
Obstinate  Inhabitants  in  this  Goinity  have  positive  refused  to  make 
any  return  for  raieinff  the  SnppUcs  for  177d  which  this  Board  took 
as  an  Concealment  of  the  Bifeets  in  fact  and  accordingly  Taxed  them 
fourfold.  And  now  the  Attorneys  of  Law  think  to  make  a  Handle 
thereof^  to  the  great  delay  of  Collecting  fnture  Taxes  and  Irritating 
the  good  people,  (for  if  the  Money  mast  be  retovoed  to  tboea  by 
them  Called  TorMi)  they  wiU  he  ^ry  disaattiafy^d,    We  are  Sir 

Tonr  meet  Ob« 

Humble  Servants, 

JOHN  KIRLIN, 
ADAMWIlMAN, 
THO».  JONES,  Jun'. 
GoiAmia'".* 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Phila- 
delphia. 


Hoif.  Wm.  AtLEE  TO  Pbes.  Rebd,  1780. 

Lancaster,  the  8<^  March,  1780. 
Sir. 

I  am  honoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  3'  instant  and  shall  agree- 
able to  the  request  of  Council  issue  warrants  and  endeavour  to  have 
John  Rein  and  John  Myer's  immediately  apprehended. 

As  to  Rein  there  have  been  several  unsuccessful  attempts  to  take 
him  &  I  must  prevail  on  the  Sheriff  to  send  some  Person  to  execute 
the  warrants  (against  both  of  them,)  who  is  unknown  to  the  inhab* 
itants  of  the  part  of  the  Country  where  they  lurk.  Myer's  is  bat 
lately  returned  I  believe  and  as  I  had  some  reason  to  think  the  Chief 
Justice  had  a  List  of  James's  Corps  of  Light  Horse,  I  wrote  to 
him  some  Days  agoe  to  know  if  Myer's  name  was  among  them 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XIL,  p.  276. 
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* 

intending  to  bare  him  takwi.  As  to  th«  TnAck  auriad  <m  from 
Bein's  Mill,  I  had  hints  some  time  sinoe,  that  a  quantity  of  Floor 
kad  been  taken  from  thcnee  to  Newport,  and  mentioned  it  in  a  Let- 
ter to  the  Chief  Jnstioey  with  the  snspioionB  of  the  informers  that  it 
was  intended  for  the  Enemy  and  as  he  was  in  my  opinion  well 
aoqnainted  with  the  People  of  that  part  of  the  Coantiy  proposed  to 
ium  to  get  some  tmsty  peiBOD  there  to  have  an  Sye  upon  the  Flow 
part  of  which  was  thooffht  to  be  stored  with  one  Allen  in  that  plaee. 
The  Mill  is  a  oonnd6rM>le  distance  from  Lancaster,  and  one  ol  the 
Persons  yoo  suppose  to  be  concerned,  to  wit,  M'  Crawford,  is  the 
Person  whom  I  shon'd  least  have  snspected  &  shonM  have  reqnested 
to  attend  to  what  was  doing  there,  as  he  has  been  a  Colonel  of  oar 
Militia  &  I  thonght  a  stea^  hrM$i  Whig  but  shall  now  say  nothing 
of  the  matter  to  him  &  shaU  gi?e  e?ery  attention  in  my  power  to 
what  is  going  forward  there. 

If  yoar  Secretary  con'd  famish  me  with  a  List  of  the  proscribed 
Persons,  it  wou'd  much  oblige  me  mine  has  been  handed  aboat  at 
the  Oonrts  tUl  lost  to  me. 

I  am  Sir 

yoor  most  obed^  ham>  serrant, 

WILL.  ATTLBB. 

His  Ezoellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqnire,  President  of  the  State  of 
PeDDsylvania. 
^  faroar  of  *) 

W-  Parr  Esquire.     J 


P&ES.  Beed  to  Commrs.  of  Taxes,  1780. 

Gentlemen^ 

The  Coancil  haye  been  informed  that  yon  haye  stoppM  the  CoN 
lection  of  the  Taxes  with  Respect  to  those  Persons  who  ha?e  declined 
making  a  Return  of  their  Property  agreeable  to  the  Act  of  Ass^  ft 
We  eannot  by  any  Means  approve  of  this  Measure  as  it  must  have 
very  pernicious  Consequences  to  oar  public  Affairs.  It  is  therefore 
the  dear  Opinion  of  this  Board  that  nntOl  the  Assembly  shall  think 
proper  by  another  Law  to  alter  that  now  in  Force  (whbh  we  do  not 
undostand  they  intend  to  do)  you  ought  to  proceed  agreeable  to  the 
Att^  General's  Opinion  leaving  any  Person  who  may  think  himself 
iojored  to  seek  his  Remedy  in  the  Courts  of  Law  where  only  a  proper 
CoQstruotion  can  be  made.  And  you  may  be  assured  of  the  utmost 
Support  of  the  Board  in  a  firm  &  resolute  Discharge  of  your  Duty 

6* 
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in  ibis  &  kll  other  BAspects.  It;  is  df  oonrae  the  Sense  of  the  Board 
that  yon  aa  Boaa  as  possible  reoall  any  Orders  given  to  stay  the 
Proeeedipgs  <^  the  GoUeotors  on  the  ether  Hand  that  yon  urge  a 
speedy  OoUeetion  &  Payment.  We  are  olearly  of  Opinion  that  any 
Siserimination  will  esAbarass  this  important  Bosiness  &  that  the 
ezeoutive  Branches  of  GoTerm^  of  every  kind  ooght  not  to  essroise 
any  Diaeretiott  or  Judgment  in  suqpeadtog  the  £xeoation  of  any 
Law  bat  leave  the  Constmotion  to  the  Courts  of  Law  k  where  the 
Law  is  plain  the  ineoovenienoes  or  Hardships  to  the  Legislatore. 

I  am. 

March  9, 1780. 


Aboh*d  MoCleak  to  Pbbs.  Rbsd,  1780. 

Tork,  March  10»,  1780. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Tour  £20611600/8  Letter  of  the  16*^  Day  of  December  last  I 
acknowledge  to  htvo  received  shortly  after  by  the  Hands  of  M' 
M^'Callister,  Together  with  the  several  Papers  scoompanyioff  the 
same,  and  immediately  on  the  Receipt  thereof,  distribated  the 
several  Papers  agreeable  to  your  Ezcellenc/s  IHreotionSy  and  which, 
had  not  the  great  Fall  of  Snow  and  the  Extream  rigorous  Season  so 
shortly  after  Intervened,  good  Effects  would  have  accrued  to  the 
Treasury  thereby,  And  altho'  so  much  from  the  above  suggested 
Cause  hath  not  hitherto  been  done  as  could  have  been  wished,  yet 
I  am  informed  the  Treasurer  hath  been  enabled  to  furnish  the  De- 
portments here  with  considerable  finms  of  Money,  and  more  is  daily 
coming  in. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  for  laying  the  Monthly  Tax  are  now 
sitting  and  seem  disposed  to  press  the  immediate  laying  and  Collect- 
ing the  same  with  Vigour. 

Inclosed  I  send  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Honourable  the  Coun- 
cil a  Copy  of  a  Deposition'*^  taken  by  me  some  time  past,  respeotiog 
the  Oottdoet  of  a  Certain  Bobert  Erwin  (alias  Irwin)  of  the  Town  of 
Hanover,  who  had  been  first  appointed  by  M'  WiUiam  Baohansa, 
to  mi^e  Provision  at  that  Pkoe  for  the  sapply  of  the  Msrehing 
Troops  fto.,  and  if  I  mistake  not  was  afterwards  fiffther  empowered 
by  General  Gates  whUst  he  presided  in  the  Board  of  War,  And  in 
Yertoe  of  the  said  appointment  aoted  for  some  time  in  divers  Capsd* 
ties,  Via.,  As  Quarter  Master,  &  Purchasing  and  Issuing  Commisstry, 
fte.  Li  which  Stations  it  is  but  too  likely  that  he  hath  not  acted 
with  that  Fidelity  which  he  ought  to  have  done,  Aa  by  the  Afidavit 
of  Philip  Sholl  appears.  As  it  will  at  all  Times  be  very  disagreeable 
*  See  page  14. 
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to  me  io  trouble  yovr  Ezoelleaoy  and  the  Honourable  Oovneil  with 
any  trivial  Matter,  or  with  any  Case  whieh  doth  not  siriotly  fall 
under  the  Cognizance  of  the  Exeoutivo  Power  of  the  State ;  So  on 
the  other  Hand  the  Line  of  the  Staff  Department  and  the  Calling 
perBona  to  aeeonnt  of  the  Appointment  of  Congrass  or  of  those  under 
them  who  are  goilty  or  Charged  with  Fraud  or  Peoulation  ia  ao  diffi- 
cult and  CritioaJ,  as  I  would  not  willingly  mistake  or  mix  the  Powers 
from  whence  Redress  ought  to  come  nor  yet  willingly  and  tamely 
submit  to  wink  at  the  perpetration  of  Frauds  Committed  by  their 
Serrants  or  those  of  their  appointment,  a  desire  therefore  to  be 
further  directed  in  this  Matter  by  your  Excellency  is  my  only  Reason 
for  troubling  you  therewith. 

Shortly  after  I  had  taken  the  Deposition,  and  finding  thereby  that 
a  Quantity  of  Liquors,  Bacon  Oats,  &c.,  had  been  disposed  of,  and 
hearing  That  the  Rye  and  the  Flour  was  also  likely  to  be  squandered, 
I  issu^  a  Warrant  of  Seisure  under  the  late  Law  (tho'  I  was  and 
still  am  perswaded  the  property  to  be  that  of  the  publick)  directed 
to  Philip  ShoU,  the  informer,  and  lest  he  should  be  intimidated  or 
deterred  from  doing  bis  Duty,  I  rode  to  the  Place  myself,  and  being 
favoured  with  the  personal  Attendance  of  Col*  M^Callister  and  Slagle, 
Esq",  both  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  County,  we  seised  17  Casks 
of  Flour,  (being  all  that  then  remained)  and  about  110  Bushels  of 
the  Rye  ^-r—Tbia  Step  was  taken  to  secmre  ae  much  as  we  could  until 
farther  Enquiry  and  Order  could  be  thereon  bad. 

His  Behaviour  en  the  Occasion  was  somewhat  Snllen;and  insolent 
as  well  as  disrespectful^  pertinaciously  asserting  the  Property  of  both 
were  vested  in  him,  but  would  not  directly  say  by  what  Means, 
excepting  that  sometimes  he  hinted  It  was  allowed  bim  for  his  Ser- 
vices, again  (tho'  he  did  not  directly  say)  Queried  if  he  had  not  a 
Right  to  purchase  the  Rations  of  Soldiers  ?  and  insinuated  that  he 
had  gotten  it  in  that  Way,  and  positively  asserting  that  he  had 
eettM  his  Aocounti^  said  the  Property  was  his. 

Notwithstanding  which,  (As  it  can  be  proved  That  the  Whole  of 
the  Flour  had  been  purchased  by  other  Persons  for  Continental  Use, 
and  hauled  there  at  the  publick  Expence  and  delivered  to  bim  as 
Issuing  Commissary,  And  as  the  Rye  tho'  purchased  by  Erwin 
himself,  yet  it  can  be  proved  that  when  be  purchased  it  he  did  so 
for  the  Publick,  and  that  the  Quarter  Master  of  the  Place  paid  the 
Teama  for  hauling  it,)  I  have  requested  Col.  Slagle  to  Recognize 
the  said  Robert  Erwin  to  our  next  April  Sessions  to  answer  to  the 
Premises,  Together  with  the  said  Sholl,  also  the  Person  from  whom 
the  Rye  was  purchased,  also  the  Waggoner  who  hauled  it,  also  the 
Quarter  Master  who  paid  the  Expence  as  well  for  the  hauling  the 
Flour  as  the  Rye— as  Witnesses  for  the  State. 

If  he  hath  settled  his  Accounts  as  himself  saith  I  presume  Col. 
Blain  will  have  some  Knowledge  thereof,  and  who  I  am  perswaded 
would  not  wink  at  such  Proceeding  if  acquainted  therewith. 

As  the  Flour  is  on  the  very  point  of  spoiling^  and  as  1  am  told 
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will  now  only  do  to  be  used  for  Bisket,  it  roqnires  That  Order  be 
taken  thereon  as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  Ool.  Miller  is  now  in 
.  Philadelphia^  he  will  be  ready  to  receive  whatever  yonr  Ezoellenoy 
and  the  Hononrable  Board  may  be  pleased  to  direct. 

After  sincerely  acknowledging  Yonr  Excellency's  favourable  Sen- 
timents of  my  Conduct  as  expressed  in  yonr  Letter,  and  wishing  to 
be  ever  foand  worthy  thereof,  as  well  in  prin^ple  as  practice 
I  remun, 

May  it  please  yonr  Excellency, 

your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 
ARGH<  M«CLBAN. 
Directedy 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^  Philadelphia. 


Gbn.  WASHiKaTON  TO  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Head  Qrs.  Morristown,  March  10»,  1780. 

Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  Honor  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  on  the 
20'*>ultO;  I  have  obtained  some  Returns  of  Corps  which  I  had  not 
then.  I  find  there  are  in  Moylan's  Regiment  of  Dragoons  a  few 
men  belonging  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  I  inclose  you 
a  particular  Return,  specifying  the  Times  of  their  engagement. 
I  have,  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect  &  esteem, 
Tr.  Excellency's 

most  Obedt.  Servant, 

G«  WASHINGTON.* 
Directed^ 

Public  Service. 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.   President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

G'  WASHINGTON. 
Bead  March  25, 1780. 

T.  M.  Secy. 

♦See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol  XII.,  p.  298. 
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Return  of  non  Commissioned  Officers  &  Privates,  in  tbe  4  Kegi- 
ment  of  Light  Dragoons,  (Mojlan's),  belonging  to  the  State  of  Penn- 
sjlvania;  speceifjing  the  terms  for  which  thej  stand  engaged. 


1780. 
SeptF. 


War. 


11 


April. 


July. 


18 


Total. 


OnlyEleven  of  the  men  included  in  the  above  Return,  are  to  be 
^edited  as  part  of  the  States  Quota  ;  as  the  inlistmenta  of  the  Rest^ 
«xpire  before  the  last  of  September,  1780. 


Adam  Witman*  to  Pres.  Rebd,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Printed  Letters  of  the  7th  December,  1779,  Came  to  hand 
the  22-'  January,  1780.  I  Imediately  sent  to  Each  of  the  other 
Com*"  their  Part,  and  several  of  the  others  to  the  Collectors,  which 
was  yet  in  arrear  for  tax;  and  now  I  belief  the  first  Quota  for 
Berks  Coontj,  of  the  supplies  for  1779,  is  settled  with  the  State 
Treasurer,  and  now  we  are  shortly  to  hold  the  appeal  for  the  adi- 
tiooal  supplies  for  1779.  To  wit.,  the  20th  InsS  and  to  Continue 
until  the  30th  Inclusive.  Three  Townships  are  notified  to  appear 
Each  Particular  Day.  But  now  we  are  upstrueted  in  £vTy  quarter ; 
some  threathen  our  Lives,  others  say  they  will  all  Come  in  a  body 
at  the  appeal,  &c.  There  are  whole  Townships  wherein  not  a  man 
has  sworn  to  his  return,  Even  some  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
Sd  they  are  stiled.  Have  refused  to  make  their  Returns  on  Oath. 
There  is  a  suit  actually  Commenced  against  one  of  our  Late  Collec- 
tors and  my  self,  by  a  Mean  Scounderall  att'y,  &c.,  &c.,  who  Uvea 
Ooly  three  Doors  from  my  house.  Now  Sir,  and  Gent"  of  the 
Council,  if  this  is  Permited,  we  will  be  hard  set  to  get  any  Body 
to  Collect.  There  are  Five  who  have  already  thrown  up  there 
Duplicates,  and  Declare  they  will  not  Serve ;  when  this  comes  to 
their  Ears,  that  our  Warrants  are  not  to  be  obeyed,  nothing  will  be 
Done.  I  shall  now  Proceed  to  state  the  Case  for  which  the  suit  is 
Brought  exaotly  [and  Inclose  you  a  Copy  of  our  Warrants  to  the 
Collectors].  At  our  Last  Appeal  a  Man  appeared,  whose  Son  was 
Taxed  for  his  head,  who  asked  why  his  neighbour's  son,  Thomas, 
was  not  Taxed,  as  well  as  his  son,  to  whicn  some  of  the  Board 
replied  that  he  had  not  been  returned,  neither  Did  any  of  us  know 
if  he  was  of  age  or  not ;  the  man  Insisted  that  he  should  be  entered 
in  the  Duplicate,  if  said  Thomas  was  not  of  Lawfull  age  he  would 
be  Liable  for  the  Tax,  which  Engagement  One  of  the  Board  Entered 

«  «  Commissary  of  the  Tax  hi  Berks  Gountj." 
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on  our  Minutes,  and  Entered  said  Thomas  on  the  Duplicate  aocord- 
ingly.  Bat  when  the  Family  of  Thomas  heard  of  this,  his  Brother 
Game  to  us  with  a  small  scrap  of  Paper,  which  he  saith  was  a  Copy 
of  some  record  of  a  Church.  The  Board  was  of  Opinion  that  was 
not  suficient  Proof,  and  told  him  that  his  Father  or  Mother  must 
qualifye  before  some  JustioOi  respecting  the  age  of  his  Brother,  and 
if  he  was  not  as  old  as  was  Represented  to  ns,  we  would  Instantly 
Discharge  him,  and  Inform  the  Neighbour  Concerning  his  Engage- 
ment, But  the  Brother  refused  to  Do  thb,  and  still  Insisted  that  the 
Proof  above  mentioned  was  sofioient;  thus  the  matter  Hung  to 
the  Last,  neither  the  Father  or  the  Mother  appeareth  with  i:^.  A 
few  Days  ago  the  Collectoir  ConveycKl  the  said  Thomas  to  Reading, 
with  Intent  to  Make  a  settlement  of  his  Duplicate,  as  also  of  that 
Disputed  affair,  and  went  to  my  house  with  said  Thomas  and  the 
Brother;  the  Collector  requested  me  to  Read  the  Warrant,  saying 
I  Cant  Read  or  Right,  which  I  Did,  and  told  him  to  Follow  his 
orders.  Then  Thomas's  Brother  Begun  to  argue  afresh  about  his 
Church  Book  or  Record.  I  told  him  that  I  could  Do  nothing  by 
myself,  and  had  no  orders  from  the  Board ;  on  which  they  left  my 
house,  and  the  Colector  conveyed  him  to  Qoal.  Now  I  am  singled 
out,  and  the  said  Suit  is  commenced.  I  am  the  youngest  of  the 
ihen  Commissioners,  have  Done  no  Better  nor  Worse  thaa  any  of 
the  other  Com".  This  must  make  it  appear  to  be  spite  and  vexa- 
tious. One  years  service  in  the  Capacity  of  Com'  or  ass^,  is  More 
Burthensom  now  as  Ten  years  formerly.  We  neglect  our  own 
Business,  sink  Money,  and  Get  abused  by  many  Imputant  Scamps. 
I  also  Inclose  you  a  Copy  of  the  Summons  which,  when  you  have 
Perused,^  Please  to  return.  I  Humbly  Intreat  you  tp  aflford  ns  some 
nsefull  aid  on  the  subject. 

If  this  is  Permitted  that  Known  Torys  may  Perplex  ns  and 
abuse  ns  in  our  offioe  at  Pleasure,  Taxation  Can  not  be  Carried  on 
with  Dispatch.  I  can  assure  yon  Gentlemen,  that  meny,  who  som 
of  you  well  know,  and  who  yon  would  not  suspect;  are  Engaged 
aginst  us — I  will  not  mention  no  names  thb  time. 

Ton  may  Relay  on  it  that  the  Fine  mentioned  in  the  Act  of 
Gkneral  Assembly  would  not  Compell  some  of  ns  to  serve  in  the 
Capacity  of  Com'*  &  assessors,  was  it  not  for  the  Love  of  our  Country 
and  the  Regard  of  our  Duty  thereto. 

your  most  obedient  j  Jumble  Serv*, 

ADAM  WITMAN. 

P.  S.  There  is  an  Evil  attonting,  to  wit.,  We  Do  not  or  at  no 
Time  Oct  the  Acts  of  Gen*  Assembly  in  Due  Time,  altho.  we  are 
But  a  small  Step  from  the  City.  I  can  not  Imagine  how  the  Back 
Counties  Do ;  its  a  great  Hinderance^  and  must  Put  Busines  far 
back.  A.  W. 

Directed,  * 

To  Joseph  Read,  Esquire,  President  in  Council;  Philadelf  hia. 
Indorsed.— Reo^ied  March  12, 1780. 
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Proolamation  ov  Conoebss,  1780. 

It  having  pleaded  the  righteous  Oovernor  of  the  World,  for  the 
panishment  of  oar  manifold  offences,  to  permit  the  sword  of  war 
gtiU  to  harass  oar  oovntrj,  H  becomes  ns  to  eodeavour,  bj  humbling 
ouiBolyes  before  bin,  and  turning  from  every  evil  waj,  to  avert  his 
soger  and  obtain  lus  favour  aB<L  blessing;  it  is  therefore  hereby 
leoommended  to  the  several  States, 

That  Wednesday,  the  twentyHUzth  day  of  April  next,  be  set 
apart  and  obeerved  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer, 
that  W6  may,  with  one  heart  and  one  voioe^  implore  the  Sovereign 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  to  remember  mercy  in  his  Judgments ; 
to  make  ns  sincerely  penitent  for  our  transgressions ;  to  prepare  us 
for  deliverance,  and  to  remove  the  evils  with  which  he.  hath  been 
pleased  to  visit  as ;  to  banish  vice  and  irreligion  from  among  us, 
and  establish  virtqe  and  piety  by  his  divine  grace;  to  bless  all 
public  Councils  throoghoat  the  United  States,  giving  them  wisdom, 
firmness,  and  unanimity,  and  directing  them  to  the  best  measures 
lor  the  public  good ;  to  bless  the  magistrates  and  people  of  every 
nnk,  and  animate  and  unite  the  hearts  of  all  to  promote  the  interest 
of  their  Country ;  to  bless  the  public  defence,  inspiring  all  Com- 
manders of  soldiers  with  magnanimity  and  perseverance,  tod  giving 
▼igoor  and  success  to  the  military  operations  by  sea  and  land ;  to 
bless  the  illustrious  sovereign  and  the  nation  in  alliance  with  th«,se 
States,  and  all  who  interest  themselves  in  the  Support  of  our  rights 
and  liberties;  to  make  that  alliance  of  perpetual  and  extensive 
Qsefdneas  to  those  immediately  concerned,  and  mankind  in  general, 
to  grant  fraitfull  seasons,  and  to  bless  our  Industry  trade  and  manu- 
factures; to  bless  all  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning,  and  every 
means  of  instruction  and  education  ;  to  cause  Wars  to  cease,  and 
to  establish  peace  among  the  Nations. 

And  it  is  further  recommended  that  servile  labour  and  recreations 
be  forbidden  on  the  said  day. 

Done  in  Congress,  the  Eleventh  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
oar  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  in  the  fourth 
year  of  our  Independence* 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON, 
President. 
Attest,  CHA.  THOMSON,  Secretary.* 

Tndorsementf 

1780,  received  March  15th,  Proclamation  of  Congress  for  a  day 
of  £Eksting  and  prayer.    26th  of  April  next 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XTL,  p.  279,  282. 
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Gov.  Oeo.  Olhtton  to  Pass.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Albany  11«^  March,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Legislature  of  this  state  have  had  under  their  Consideration 
the  act  of  Congress,  reoommending  it  to  the  several  States  to  make 
proper  Provision  for  their  respeoUve  Troops  serving  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  to  take  Plaoe  at  the  Bzpiration  of  the  war,  bat 
have  deferred  taking  theil*  final  Measures  upon  the  Subject  till  they 
are  informed  what  Provision  has  been  made  in  the  other  States  rf 
the  Union,  being  sollieitous  that  this  Buriness  may  be  conducted, 
particularly  with  Respect  to  the  allowances  to  be  made  to  the  Troops 
as  nearly  as  possible  upon  one  uniform  System  through  the  whole. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  the  Favour  of  your  Ezoelleney  to 
inform  me  what  Steps  have  been  taken  in  the  State'  over  which  you 
preside,  in  Consequence  of  that  Recommendation,  and  whether  any 
k  what  Provision  has  been  made  for  the  widows  &  Children  of 
such  Officers  and  Soldiers  as  die  while  in  Service,  and  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  if  1  may  be  favoured  with  your  answer  on  this  Subject 
in  Season  to  lay  it  before  the  Legislature  on  the  1st  of  Jane  next 
to  which  Time  they  stand  adjourned. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  respect  &  Esteem, 
Your  most  obedt.  Servt. 

GEO.  CLINTON.* 
Dtrecfedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Read  Esquire,  President  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Philadelphia. 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Board  of  War,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

We  received  your  Favour  acquainting  us  with  your  Apprehenrions 
of  another  scarcity  in  Camp.  We  hoped  such  Measures  would  have 
been  taken  after  the  Distress  experienced  last  Fall,  as  would  have 
prevented  a  like  Calamity.  We  are  firmly  persuaded  that  temporary 
Expedients  tho  they  give  immediate  Relief  eventually  tend  to  create 
fresh  Difficulties,  and  that  nothing  now  can  be  effected  but  a  System 
founded  on  a  settled  Medium  of  Trade.  The  same  Spirit  which  has 
animated  us  hitherto,  will  induce  us  to  use  every  Means  in  our 
Power  to  prevent  the  melancholy  Consequences  you  apprehend }  but 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  806. 
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it  IB  with  infinite  Conoern  we  must  inform  yon  that  onr  abiKtiei 
lessen  the  oflener  these  extraordinary  Exertions  are  made,  &  how- 
ever painful  the  Declaration^  onr  Duty  to  ourselves  &  the  publick 
obliges  us  to  inform  you  that  we  have  no  reasonable  Prospect  of 
offering  any  Speedy  Relief,  &  that  for  the  following  Reasons,  First. 

That  we  have  not  Continental  Money  in  our  Treasury  havins 
boDoared  the  Orders  of  Congress  as  fast  as  they  were  presented. 
2nd.  The.  Confidence  in  it  is  so  much  impaired,  that  we  have  Reason 
to  fear  it  will  not  now  be  held  in  sufficient  Estimation  to  draw  from 
the  Country  the  necessary  supply. 

We  cannot  think  ourselves,  justified  in  keeping  you  in  Suspense 
or  holding  out  an  Expectation  which  we  have  too  much  Reason  to 
fear  will  prove  delusive,  and  therefore  while  we  tender  our  best 
Services  on  this  Occasion,  deem  it  best  to  aoouaint  you  however  un- 
pleasant the  Duty,  with  the  real  State  of  the  Busbess. 
I  am  Cent. 

Tour  obedt.  Hbbl. 

Servt* 


Pkbs.  Bs£i>  to  Commissionbrs  op  Bseks  Go.  1780. 

Phikd^Maidi  18,1780. 
Gentlemen  t 

Your  letter  of  the  Inst^f  has  been  duly  received  &  laid  before 
the  Council.  As  the  Difficulties  you  have  met  with  in  the  execution 
of  your  Office,  we  believe  originated  here  it  becomes  easier  to  give 
you  a  full  &  clear  Answer.  Our  Advice  &  Direction  therefore  is 
that  yon  proceed  upon  the  Act  of  Assembly  agreeable  to  the  Opin« 
ion  of  the  Att^  General  which  is  enclosed  k  which  was  obtained  in 
Consequence  of  a  like  Objection  made  here  by  Persons  who  have 
manifested  little  Attachment  to  the  great  Cause  we  have  been  and 
are  yet  supporting.  When  Gentlemen  of  the  Law  give  their  Opinion  to 
their  Clients  they  are  acting  in  their  Profession  &  if  any  Person  ohoof  es 
on  such  an  Opinion  to  enter  into  a  Contest  with  the  public  Officers  he 
must  abide  the  Gonsequenees,  but  then  Opinions  are  generaUy  too  int- 
erested to  be  a  safe  Guide  to  publick  Officers  &  we  recommend  to  you 
not  to  pay  any  Regard  to  them  in  the  execution  of  your  Office,  but 
in  cases  of  real  Difficulty  to  apply  to  the  Board  as  you  have  now 
done,  to  the  Supreme  Court  or  Attorney  General  when  Alone. 

We  therefore  have  only  to  repeat  to  you  what  we  have  already 
said  to  the  Commissionprs  of  the  County  that  you  ought  to  proceed 
with  Firmness  and  Temper  in  the  Collection  of  the  Taxes,  leaving  to 
Individuals  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Laws  of  the  Country  for  Ke- 

*  See  page  128, 189.  f  See  p.  124. 
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dresa  if  they  apprehend  themselTes  iDJured  k  while  Mting  with 
impartiality  &  Integrity  you  may  rely  upon  our  fuIloBt  Support  & 
Assistance. 

I  am  GentleneOi 

Tour  Obed*  Hbble  Serv*, 

JOS  BEED| 

President. 


PbES.  BbSD  to  ]U[pN8.  HoiiKER,  F.  0.  1780. 

Sir, 

One  of  the  Delegates  in  Congress  from  this  States  few  D^  ago 
presented  us  with  a  Resolve  of  that  Hon.  Body  requesting  that  you 
miffht  be  supplied  before  the  1"*  May  with  6000  Barrels  of  Floor, 
600  Bbls  Pork,  &  200  Bbls  of  Beef  by  this  State.  It  is  with  great 
Conoem  Sir,  that  we  are  obliged  to  inform  yon  that  we  have  no 
Prospect  of  being  able  to  comply  with  this  Request  in  our  present 
Circumstances  and  that  we  would  wish  you  in  your  Arrangement  not  to 
depend  upon,  us  for  this  Supply  least  a  Difiinpointment  may  pzoye 
injurious  to  your  views.  We  shall  make  the  utmost  exertions  to 
comply  (as  far  as  we  are  enabled)  with  the  general  Requisition  of 
Congress  bat  in  our  present  Situation  we  cannot  in  Justice  to  you 
or  ourselves  enter  into  any  such  special  Engagement  At  the  same 
Time  I  beg  Leave  to  inform  you  that  we  have  not  the  least  Objection 
to  your  making  any  Purchases,  you  may  Uiink  proper  for  the  use  of 
the  royal  Marine  of  France. 

IttnSiT;  Your  Obed' 

&  very  Hbble  Serv'.*    t 


Gw.  Hahb  to  Pbb«.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Camp  XMttr  Morristown,  18<^  Mardi,  1780. 
Sir, 

As  it  is  likely  the  State  will  fal  on  some  Better  mode  of  raising 
the  number  of  men  deficient  in  its  Proportion  for  the  Present  year 
than  by  sending  Officers  from  the  Different  Regiments  to  recruit. 
I  think  it  would  be  an  Object  worthy  the  Attention  of  Council  to 
have  the  recruits  distributed  to  the  Several  Regiments  in  Such  pro- 
portions as  their  present  Strength  will  require  in  Order  to  level  the 

♦  CoL  Bee.  VoL  XH.  p.  276. 
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Kgiments,  if  that  should  not  be  the  Case  the  appearanoe  of  the 
whole  line  will  be  mneh  hnrt  &  the  weaker  Regiments  rendered 
COD  temp  table  even  in  their  own  estimation  and  except  the  namber 
of  the  Regiments  be  reduced  by  incorporation  I  cant  devise  any 
other  mode  of  leveling  the  different  Corps.  The  4^  &  11^  Regi* 
mentA  are  deficient  in  the  Article  of  Thread  to  make  up  the  Cloth 
drawn  by  the  last  distribntioo.  I  wish  there  was  a  PosailMlity  of 
remedying  the  defeet^  indeed  there  should  be  an  o?erproportion 
otherwise  the  Cloths  will  very  shortly  be  unit  Aht  Berrice  for  want 
of  mending. 

I  am  Sir  with  much  respect 

your  Ezc*  most  obed*  &  most  Hble  senr^i 

BDW*.  HAND.* 
Dtrecled. 
(On  public  service.) 

His  Bzoellen(^  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Sopreme 
Szecative  ConnoU  of  the  State  of  Pennaylvania^  PhiladalpUa. 


Pbss.  of  CoNaRBSS  TO  Pbbs.  Rbbp,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  March  14, 1780. 
Sif, 

Enclosed  yonr  Excellency  will  reoave  a  Recommendation  of  Con- 
gress to  the  several  States  to  set  apart  Wednesday  the  2d**  of  April 
next  as  a  Bay  of  Fasting,  Humiliation  and  Prayer.f 
With  great  Esteem  &  respect 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

your  Bzc^  hble  servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Presidettt. 

His  Eze^  The  President  of  PennsyWania. 
*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  284.  f  See  page  181. 
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Ambr.  Phil.  Society  to  Council,  1780. 

Philad^  14**  Maicfa,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  American  Philosophioal  Society  request  Hie  Exoellencj  the 
Preeidenty  and  the  Council  of  the  State  to  favour  them  with  their 
presenee  at  the  delivery  of  their  anniversary  Oration  at  the  Univer- 
sity on  Thursday  evening  next  at  six  o'clock.  We  are  with  the 
greatest  respect 

Sir,  your  most  ohed't  hble  Serv'ts 

DAVID  RITTENHOUSE, 
WILLIAM  SMITH, 
OWEN  BIDDLE, 

Committee. 
Dtrectedj 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Opinion  of  Jambs  Biddlb,  1780. 

Sir, 

As  I  am  obliged  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  and  cannot  attend  the 
Commissioners  at  the  Meeting  you  proposed,  I  request  you  would 
represent  to  them  the  Complaint  I  made  on  behalf  of  Edward  George, 
When  you  have  examin'd  whether  there  is  not  some  Error  in  rating 
him  and  have  rectified  the  mistake,  the  next  Consideration  will  be  the 
taxing  fourfold — ^and  this  not  only  respects  Edward  George,  bat  a 
numl^r  of  other  persons  who  have  had  that  penalty  inflicted  on  them 
contrary  to  the  Letter  and  Spirit  of  the  Law.        / 

I  have  thoroughly  conffidered  the  Act  of  Assembly  and  am  dearly 
of  Opinion  that  where  people  have  neglected  or  refused  to  make  any 
Return  they  are  not  liable  to  a  fourfold  tax  for  such  neglect  or 
refusal. 

The  Act  requires  the  two  Freeholders  and  Township  Assessors  to 
go  to  the  Dwelling  house  of  each  Inhabitant  and  hy  all  lawful  voayt 
&  means  diligently  inform  themselves  of  the  names,  &o.,  and  of  all 
the  Real  &  personal  taxable  property  within  the  said  Township. 

If  the  person  to  whom  they  applied  gave  in  a  return  and  wilfully 
conceard  in  such  Return  any  part  of  his  taxable  property  with 
intent  to  screen  it  from  taxation  the  Legislature  in  the  7th  sectioD 
imposed  a  penalty  of  fourfold  taxation  for  all  property  so  concealed 
-—considering  it  as  2k  fraud  which  should  be  severely  punished. 
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When  thYOOffh  GarelesBoeM,  neglect  or  obBtinMj  no  reinrn  at  all 
ms  made  bj  the  party  applied  to,  the  Freeholden  and  AsMBaon 
had  it  in  their  power  either  to  make  a  full  Return  if  they  could  not 
come  to  a  knowledge  of  the  whole  taxable  property  of  the  party  by 
any  lawful  ways  or  means  rfor  the  Act  does  not  expressly  require 
the  party  to  make  a  Betum.  J  Or  if  they  were  dissatisfied  and  could 
not  thoroughly  inform  themsdves  then  they  should  return  the 
nimes  of  such  personsi  and  they  might  be  omitted  in  the  assessment 
and  the  Commissioners  at  the  time  of  Appeal  might  caU9uchj)er$on§ 
before  them  and  on  their  neglect  or  refusal  to  appear  before  them 
and  give  an  account  of  their  taxable  Estate — ^impose  a  double  tax  on 
all  their  taxable  Estate  they  can  get  information  of  sccordiDg  to  the 
18<^  section  of  the  act 

The  18^  Section  provides  a  full  remedy  where  the  parties  applied 
to  will  not  make  any  return  at  all.  The  7^  Section  proyidea  for 
punishing  those  who  pretending  to  make  a  Betum  fraudulently  con- 
ceal apart  of  their  taxable  property. 

It  is  Tery  clear  to  me  that  the  Commissioners  have  been  led  into 
an  Error  by  not  thoron|^ly  understanding  the  Act  of  Assembly^ 
and  as  several  people  have  by  that  Error  been  illegally  taxed  fourfold 
I  make  no  doubt  you  and  your  Brethren  will  rectify  the  mistake 
before  its  too  late  either  by  returning  the  money  to  those  who  have 
paid  it  or  giving  them  Cremt  for  it  in  their  Subsequent  tases.  This 
wiil  be  doing  Justice  to  them  and  to  your  own  Character;  and  pre- 
vent all  Ikrther  trouble. 
I  am  Sir^ 

your  humble  servant. 

JAMES  BIDDLB  * 

Beading,  March  5, 1780. 

Directed, 

Adam  Witman^  Esq'^  One  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  County 
of  Berks. 


Tflos.  Irwin,  &c.,  to  Pbbs.  Bebd,  1780. 

Fhilad%  IS^  March,  1780. 
Sir, 

We  hereby  take  the  liberty  of  acquainting  your  Excellency  that 
the  Brigantine  Hetty,  mounting  16  Carriage  Guns^  Commanded  by 
Cap"  Houston,  is  now  detained  here  for  want  of  Powder,  Cap*  Styles 
informs  us  there  is  16  hundred  weight  in  his  possession  belonging 

«  See  pages  49,  80,  81, 188, 188. 
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to  tbe  State,  if  your  Ezoellenoy  will  be  ao  kind  as  to  lend  m  5 
hundred  weight;  we  do  hereby  engage  to  deliver  yon  the  same 
quantity  in  the  course  of  three  months,  or  if  you  will  receive  pay- 
ment for  it,  we  will  thankfully  pay  you  the  present  prioe.* 
your  complyanoe  will  much  oblidge 

your  Excellency's 

most  obd*  hum"*  Serv*% 
THOMAS  IRWIN, 
JOS.  CARSON, 
WILLIAM  SEMPLE, 

Direciedy 
His  Exoellenoy  Jos.  Reed;  Esq',  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pbks.  Bbbp  to  Comm'rs  of  Bbrks  Co.,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  10  Instf  was  duly  received  &  laid  before  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council.  In  one  which  is  addressed  by  ns  to 
the  Commissioners  you  will  see  what  Directions  we  have  gives  with 
Respect  to  those  Persons  who  refase  to  comply  with  the  Laws  of  the 
State  respecting  the  Return  of  their  Property,  to  that  we  must  on  this 
Point  refer  you.  With  Respect  to  the  young  Man  committed  for  refus- 
ing to  pay  his  Taxes  as  the  Matter  is  stated  the  Council  see  nothing  in 
your  Conduct  to  disapprove— on  the  other  Hand  you  may  depend 
upon  our  Support  &  Countenance  while  doing  such  Duty  with  Firm- 
ness &  Integrity.  As  to  the  Suit  against  you  this  we  are  sony  to 
find  Persons  so  disposed  to  trouble  the  publick  Officers,  it  is  one  of 
the  Abuses  of  the  Law  which  must  be  submitted  to  in  order  to  avoid 
a  greater  Inconveniency,  but  as  it  is  not  reasonable  you  should  be  a 
suflferer  in  Discharge  of  your  Duty  the  Council  direct  you  to  employ 
an  Attorney  to  appear  for  you  to  defend  the  Suit  &  all  reasonable 
Expences  attending  it  will  be  defrayed  by  the  publick. — As  the 
Powers  of  this  Board  are  very  ample  with  Respect  to  dissatisfied 
Characters  we  would  wish  you  to  acquaint  us  fully  &  truly  with  the 
Names  of  the  Persons  you  describe  as  perplexing  you  in  your  Datj 
they  will  soon  find  that  there  is  both  Power  &  Inclination  in  the 
Board  to  treat  them  according  to  their  Deserts. 

Be  not  discouraged  or  disheartued  in  the  vigorous  Prosecution  of 
your  Duty,  you  will  receive  Assistance  &  Support  firom  every  good 
Man  &  Lover  of  his  Country — but  on  the  other  Hand  be  careful  to 

«  See  Col.  Rec,  YoL  XH.,  p.  378.  f  See  pp.  129, 188. 
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prevenl  Pmbioii  or  Beflentm^  inflaencing  your  Condttct^  ibis  will 
giTe  those  bad  Men  the  only  advantage  they  ean  take.  But  if  yoa 
shew  them  that  you  will  proceed  with  FirmnesB  k  Temper  the  Jna- 
tice  k  Reason  of  year  Case  will  triumph  oyer  all  Opposition.  In- 
closed I  send  you  the  Summons  agreeable  to  your  Desire  &  am  Sir 

your  obed.  HbbL 

Ser?. 

IHrtUedj 

To  Adam  Witmas^  Esq,  Commiss'  of   the  Taxes  for  Berks 
County. 


Prbs.  Rbbd  to  Gov.  Livingston,  1780. 

Philad.,  March  16th>  1780. 
Sir, 

Indoaed  is  a  Petitka  which  I  beg  LeaTO  to  request  you  will  hijr 
before  the  Hense  of  Assembly.  I  oannot  believe  the  Hon.  House 
ean  take  anv  Pleasure  in  seeing  the  Property  of  any  Persons  wan^ 
tonly  wasted  k  destroyed,  but  when  it  hi^^pens  to  be  that  of  one 
who  has  lisqued  freeh  Lifo  k  Vortand  in  the  mat  Goatest,  I  am 
perswaded  I  may  safely  xely  upon  the  Justice  £  Attention  of  the 
Aswmbly  of  New  Jersey  k  expect  a  fatouvable  Beoeption  of  a  Peti- 
tion which  has  in  View  the  Preservation  of  the  Bights  of  Individuals 
in  perfect  Consistency  with  the  Duty  owing  to  the  State— I  have  the 
Honour  to  be  with  great  Bespeot 

Bit, 
your  most  obed* 

k  Hbbl  Serv., 

JOS.  BEED. 


Joseph  Stilbb  to  Counoh.^  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  paid  for  repairing  426  stand  of  Arms  ie8579  3^  and  hm 
yet  to  pay  for  200  more  that  are  brought  in.  I  also  owe  M'  Will* 
Tumbull  £2400  for  800tt>  Lead^  k  if  the  other  Arms  now  in  the 
Armoury,  &;  to  be  brought  in  by  the  Militia,  are  to  be  repaired;  the 
Sum  required  will  be  at  least  £20,000  more.  I  beg  Sir  to  be  ena- 
bled to  pay  theWorkmen&  Bl'IWnbull  by  a  draft  on  the  Treasury 
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for  at  least  Ten  thousand  pounds.    I  have  sent  the  powder  &  Lead 
and  Flints  to  Northampton  County  which  the  Waggoner  informs  me 
he  delivered  safe  at  Easton, 
March  18th,  1780. 

I  am  Sir 
Your  obedient  hum  Serv^ 

JOSEPH  STILES,  C.  M.  Stores. 
Directed, 
Timothy  Matlack  Esq'  Secretary  to  the  supreme  Executive  Council. 


GoL.  D.  Bbodhbab  to  Pkesidbnt  Reed,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt  March  18th  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  Sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  Savages  have  already  begon 
th^ir  hostilities— last  Sunday  morning  at  a  Sugar  Camp  upon  Co- 
coon Creek  five  Men  were  killed  &  three  lads  &  three  Girls  taken 
Prisoners.  It  is  generally  conjectured  that  the  Delawares  have 
struck  this  blow  aim  it  is  probable  enough  b«t  it  is  possible  it  may 
We  been  done  by  other  Indians.  If  the  Delawares  are  set  agunst 
us  with  their  numerous  alliances  they  will  greatly  distress  the  frontier 
as  my  Force  is  quite  too  small  to  repell  their  invasions.  I  have 
wrote  to  the  Commander  in  chief  for  a  reinforcement  from  the  main 
army  but  I  lear  it  will  not  be  in  his  power  to  detach  any  of  the 
troops.  I  have  likwise  wrote  to  the  board  of  war  to  forward  some 
ordnance  ^Military  Stores  without  which  our  parts  cannot  well  be 
defended  nor  offensive  operatiouB  carried  on. 

Your  Excellency  cannot  lay  me  under  a  greater  obligation  than 
by  having  some  small  Reg*  from  the  main  army  annexed  to  mine 
for  I  see  no  possibility  of  recraiting  it.  The  recruiting  officers 
expenses  takes  all  the  money  to  little  or  no  purpose. 

You  may  rely  on  my  giving  every  possible  protection  &  counte- 
nance to  our  settlements  but  I  have  very  little  in  my  power  without 
calling  out  the  Militia  &  for  them  I  have  no  provisions.  What  Col'. 
Geo.  Morgan  has  been  doing  this  two  years  past  I  know  not,  but  I 
conceive  that  if  he  had  been  where  his  employment  required,  we 
should  have  been  much  better  provided. 

I  trust  the  Clothier  Oen^.  will  send  ample  supplies  of  linnen  for 
the  Troops  the  ensuing  Season.  I  beg  my  respectfull  Comp^.  to  Col*. 
Jn*  Bayard  and  that  yoixr  Excellency  will  believe  me  to  be  with  the 
most  sincere  Regard  &  esteem  your  most 

Obed*  Serv*, 
DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Directed^ 

His  Ezcellenoyy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 
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Prbs.  Bbbb  to  Boabb  of  Wab,  1780. 

Gent 

W6  aend  joa  inclosed  an  Affidavit  respecting  some  Mai  Practice 
in  the  Staff  Dqwrtment  in  York  County.  The  Party  is  bonnd  over 
to  the  Court  to  be  prosecuted  by  the  civil  Law ;  But  as  the  Belaj 
in  sndi  Cases  is  often  very  considerable  we  cannot  think  it  proper 
the  Party  sbonld  remain  in  Office  and  we  should  have  sui4)eoded 
him  if  we  conld  ascertain  whetber  he  yet  continued  to  hold  any 
Office  in  the  Staff.  We  have  tiierefore  oondnded  to  send  the  Affida- 
vit to  you,  with  the  farther  Bemark  that  we  have^  so  many  Com- 
plaints from  that  County  of  abases  in  the  Staff  that  we  are  persuaded 
there  muat  be  some  extnunrdinanr  Mismanagement  in  that  Quarter 
which  requires  particular  Care  i  Attention. 
I  am  Gent 

rourObed.HbbleServ, 

JOS.  REED. 
hdaned,—JAmh  18,  1780. 


Pkbs.  Bbeb,  to  Mrs.  Anhb  Bich%  1780. 

In  Coundlj  Philad*  Hazch  20%  1780. 
Madam, 

Agreeable  to  your  Desire  I  laid  your  Letter  ft  the  Indosure  before 
the  &)uncil  ft  should  have  been  glad  to  have  had  it  in  my  Power  to 
sdd  that  the  State  of  Affairs  womd  have  admitted  a  Compliance  but 
the  numerous  ft  pressing  Applications  that  would  follow  a  departure 
from  the  Rule  laid  down  induced  the  Council  to  adhere  to  their  Reg* 
nla^n  of  giving  no  Passes  to  go  into  New  York  on  private  Business 
&  return  again. — ^If  they  could  relax  in  any  Instance  I  am  persua- 
ded they  would  do  so  in  your  Case;  but  hitherto  it  has  been  hold 
inTiolate. 

I  am  Madam, 

Your  Obed  Hbble  Serv, 

J.  R.* 
To  Mrs.  Anne  Riche. 


GlOBM  StBVSRBOlr  TO  COUNCIL,  1780. 

Gadisle  2Ut  March  1780. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  opportunity  by  this  Letter,  to  inform  hia  Excellency 
the  President  and  the  honorable  the  Executive  Council  of  this  Com* 
mon«Wealth,  that  a  certain  Christopher  Kauffman  of  Carlisle,  who 

*  See  Col  Bee. ,  Vol.  JUL,  poge  284. 
Vol.  VIIL— 7 
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in  December  1777,  bad  mortgaged  bis  House  &  Lot  ia  Carlisle  to  a 
certain  Mary  Bucbannan,  for  securing  the  Payment  of  j^50  with 
Interest,  due  by  two  Obligations,  the  one  payable  in  Dec^*  1778  with 
Interest  the  other  in  Dec  1779  trith  Interest;  Kauffman  sold  his 
House  and  Lot;  and  after  several  ineffeetaal  Attempts  to  pay  Mary 
ber  Debts  &  Int*,  be,  at  length,  collected  the  whole  Sum,  Principle 
and  Interest,  in  Money  emitted  by  the  honorable  the  Continental 
Congress,  before  the  6*  day  of  Feb.  1777,  and  in  the  Pl^ence  of 
two  Credible  Witnesses,  tendered  the  Debt  &  Int.  to  the  said  Mary 
which  She  refused  to  receive ;  after  4  Days,  viz.  the  6th  day  after 
the  Tender,  Kauffman  waited  on  Stephen  Duncan  Esq%  Treasurer 
of  Cumberland  County,  at  his  House,  and  offered  him  two  third 
Parts  of  the  Same  Money,  which  he  also  refused  to  receive.  Qaere 
What  is  Kauffman  to  do  with  this  Money.  Kauffman  applied  to  me, 
I  answered  him,  I  will  write  to  Council,  for  the  Act  does  not  suppose 
any  Treasurer  will  refuse  to  do  bis  Duty.  Your  Answer  will 
oblidge^ 

Sir, 
your  most  obed»  H"«  Serv. 

GEO.  STEVENSON.* 
Directed, 
Timothy  Matlack  Esq.  Secretary. 


BEdOLYB  OVCONGRBSB,    1780. 

In  Congress,  March  21»*,  1780. 
Bcsolved, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  several  States 
to  suspend  making  new  appointments  of  Officers  in  the  regiments  of 
their  respective  lines  except  where  the  Commander  in  Chief  or  com- 
manding  Officer  in  the  southern  Department  shall  deem  sach 
appointments  indispensibly  necessary. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sed^. 


Pres.  of  Congress  to  Prbs.  Bebd. 

fbUaAAphh,  Maroh  23, 1780. 
Sir, 

Enclosed  your  Bzoellency  will  receive  an  aet  of  Congress  of  the 
21««  Instant. 

Reeommending  to  the  governments  of  the  several  States  to  sus- 
pend making  new  appointments  of  Officers  in  the  Regiments  of  their 
respective  Lines,  except  when  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  Oom- 

•  Bee  Ool.  Reo.  Vol.  XII.,  p.  296. 


PBNNSTLVANU  AECHZYES  1780.  143 

mandiDg  Officers  in  the  Soothern  Department  ehall  deem  taeh  ap- 
pointmeat  indispensibly  neoessarj. 

The  Design  of  this  Act  is  to  aid  the  Intentions  of  Congress  in 
retrenching  the  snpemnmary  Officers  as  soon  as  Circumstances  will 
admit  without  doing  Injury  or  Injustice  to  the  Officers. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be 

with  sincere  Esteem  &  respect 

jour  Excj  hbble  servant^ 

SAM  HUNTINGTON, 

President.* 
Direetedy 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


M.  FuRMAN  TO  Chas.  Pbttit,  1780. 

Triton,  Mwrch  2i'\  1780. 
Dear  Sir^ 

I  have  not  troubled  yon  with  my  afflictions  for  some  timCi  and 
wish  there  was  no  further  Occasion  for  it. 

ily  difficulties  increase,  and  will  soon,  I  fear,  be  inswrmountable, 
my  Circumstances  therefore,  like  the  Irish  Resolves,  needs  no  pre- 
amble. Our  Army  some  days  fast|  some  days  have  half  allowance, 
and  but  few  days  the  whole  Ration.  Three  or  fear  hundred  Barrels 
of  Flour  is  gone  from  this  Post  this  week,  and  about  One  hundred 
Barreb  is  now  here  which  shall  also  move  on  as  soon  as  in  my 
power,  and  a  little  is  Collecting  in  this  State  and  droping  Slowly 
into  Camp,  but  all  does  not  more  than  keep  them  alive.  I  hope, 
and  expect,  Provisions  Sufficient  will  be  procured,  but  how  it  will 
be  transported  to  them  I  know  not,  for  more  than  half  the  Teams  in 
the  Service  has  gi^en  me  Notice  that  they  are  under  a  necessity  of 
qoiting  it.  The  Wages  being  so  very  low  it  will  not  support  them 
for  a  four  Horse  Team  &  Driver  Ten  pounds  ^  Day,  and  that  of  Two 
Horses  seven  pounds,  10«.  the  former  will  buy  f  in  hard  money, 
the  Latter  §  can  any  reasonable  Man  expect,  or  any  honest  man 
desire,  they  will  continue  in  the  Service  on  such  Terms.  Besides 
the  transportation  of  the  Commissary  Siores  and  Porage  through 
this  State  to  Camp,  a  Quantity  of  Stores  for  the  Penns*  troops  is 
coming  on  which  will  require  a  Considerable  number  of  Wagons, 
how  are  thej  to  l>e  got  without  money,  and  ahnoit  without  price. 

To  be  plain  and  to  conclude,  unless  money  is  supplied  to  pay  fbr 
Carting,  and  I  am  allowed  to  Pay  a  Reasonable  price  for  it,  I  now 
desire  you  to  take  Notice,  that  I  will  not  hold  my  self  accountable 
for  the  Consequence  after  this  present  month  of  March  runs  out; 

«  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  298. 
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And  this  I  beg  yoa  will  not  fail  to  Gommnnioate  Immediatdy  to 
those  who  can  grant  Relief  in  the  premises. 
I  am  D'  Sr. 

y  most  ob^  Servant 

M.  FURMAN,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
Directed, 

On  public  service. 

Charles  Pettit  Esquire,  A.  Q.  M.  G.  Philadelphia. 


Major  Bbnj.  G,  Eyrb  to  Council,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  25<^  March,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

Agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  jour  Honorable  Board  of  the  2^  Inst,  I 
have  Collected  Schuylkill  Bridge  together  and  have  got  it  well 
Anchored  again,  it  wants  a  eonsiderable  deal  of  repairs,  both  of 
Carpenter's  and  Smith's  work. 

You  request  me  to  make  you  an  estimate  of  the  Ezpenoe  that  will 
attend  it,  the  Carpenters  work  will  come  to  about  £6000,  and  the 
Black^smiths  bill  about  £2500. 

I  have  already  advanced  a  Considerable  sum  of  money  to  pay  the 
workmen  and  am  now  entirely  out,  and  have  therefore  to  request 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  me  an  Order  for  a  sum  sufficient 
to  enable  me  to  go  on  with  the  business,  which  will  much  oblige 

Your  Ob*  hble  serv* 

BENJAMIN  G.  EYRE.* 
Directed, 

The  Hoin%  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


pRBS.  Reed  to  Arch.  McClban,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  lOf  Inst  haa  been  reooivad.  It  is  with 
Astonishment  the  Counoil  have  been  informed  that  the  County 
Treasurer  has  furnished  the  Departments  with  the  Money  received 
by  him  in  his  Office.  You  will  please  to  forward  to  him  the  inclosed 
liCtter  immediately  which  we  nope  will  effectuidly  check  snch  a 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  Xn.,  page  266,  298,  317. 
t  See  page  126. 
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Proeednm.  We  entirely  disapproye  of  it  woltm  the  Treasorer  of 
the  State  has  drawn  Orders  which  may  justify  the  Gonnty  Treasurer 
therein. 

We  have  made  Inmiiry  into  H'  Irwin's  Affair  &  laid  before  the 
Board  of  War  the  Affidavit  respecting  him  I  send  yon  their  Answer 
inclosed.  If  any  Measure  here  can  oe  taken  for  farther  Detection 
or  Punishment  we  shall  readily  pursue  it  and  at  all  Events  reoom* 
mend  the  Matter  being  laid  before  the  next  Grand  Jury  who  we 
trust  will  either  indict  or  prevent  such  Conduct  if  proved  to  their 
Satis&otion.  It  is  now  become  the  Duty  of  eveiy  good  Man  in  an 
extraordinary  Degree  to  check  these  baneful  Practices  which  have  in 
BO  small  Depee  contributed  to  our  present  Difficulties.  We  are 
sensible  that  it  is  a  painful  &  an  invidious  Task  but  it  must  be  done 
or  the  Ganae  k  Gountry  will  sink  &  if  pursued  with  Temper  & 
Firmness  I  am  persuaded  no  Gondnct  will  procure  more  solid 
Bespeet  b  Affection  from  the  People.    I  am  Sir 

your  moat  obed. 

b  very  humble  sery., 
J.  R. 
Direeied, 

To  Arch.  H*GIean  Esq.»  Tork  Town. 
Indonedj 

1780  Mareh  25<». 


CiEcuLAB  ov  Gbn.  Gbo.  Washihotok,  1780. 

Head  Q'rS;  Monis  Town,  Maieh  26th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency  will  have  received  I  presume  before  this,  a 
Transcript  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  last  month,  calling 
on  the  several  states  for  specific  quantities  of  provisions.  Rum  & 
Forage  for  the  army,  and  directing  the  articles  of  supplies  to  be 
collected  and  deposited  at  such  places  in  each  of  the  states,  as  should 
be  judged  most  convenient  by  me.  In  the  case  of  a  defensive  War 
like  ours,  which  depends  almost  wholly  on  the  movements  and 
operations  of  the  Enemy,  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  fix 
on  places  of  deposit  lor  stores,  which  may  not  be  rendered^  improper 
by  subsequent  events }  and  all  we  can  do  upon  such  occasions,  is,  to 
collect  them  where  it  shall  appear  from  a  comparative  view  of  cir- 
cumstances, that  they  will  be  probably  secure  and  most  likely  to 
facilitate  the  purposes  intended.  I  have  considered  the  point  with 
respect  to  the  supplies  requited  of  your  state,  and  I  beg  leave  to 
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inform  your  Ezoellency,  that  it  appears  to  me,  they  should  be 
deposited  at  the  following  places :  Easton,  Reading,  Lancaster, 
Esterton,  York^  Carlisle,  Sunbury,  Bedford,  Ligonier  and  Philadel- 
phia. All  the  imported  Rnm  k  the  Salt,  an4  a  thousand  tons  of 
Hay,  and  half  the  Corn  required,  to  be  collected  at  Philadelphia — 
the  remainder  of  the  forage  at  the  other  places  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  Flour  to  be  deposited  at  them. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  respeet  &  esteem^ 
Yotar  Brcellency's 

Most  obed't  serv't, 

G-.  WASHINGTON  * 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


M,.  FtTRMAir  TO  Cdarlbs  Pbttit,  1780, 

Trenton,  26  March,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favour  of  the  24th  last  evening,  will  examine  the  am^ 
of  money  sent  me,  and  note  any  errors'of  omissions  I  may  discover. 

I  wrote  you  the  24th  Inst.,-)-  and  gave  you  some  Information  r^ 
specting  the  Circumstances  of  your  Department  in  this  State,  and 
being  anxiously  concerned  for  the  support  of  our  Army,  on  whom 
all  yet  depends ;  I  must  again  mention,  that  unless  money  is  sup- 
plied to  pay  off  the  Teams  for  tfai?  months  service — and  I  am 
allowed  to  advance  their  pay  at  least  to  sixty  dollars  ^  day  in 
future — there  will  not  be  a  Team  left  in  the  service  in  a  few  days; 
one  Brigade  gave  me  notice  this  morning  they  should  quit  the  first 
of  next  month,  after  they  made  this  trip  to  Camp,  and  so  I  expect 
they  will  go  on  to  the  last  Brigade. 

Inclosed  is  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Jacob  Tagart,  Esquire,  of  Salem 
County,  who  has  acted  as  Q.  M.  &  Collector  of  Forage  there  for 
some  time,  and  is  known  to  be  an  excellent  Officer.  I  gave  a  copy 
of  it  to  Coll,  Biddle  when  he  paaa'd  through  this  place,  and  as  the 
Heads  of  the  Department  are  now  together,  I  beg  their  Considera- 
tion of  the  matter,  and  their  orders  upon  it;  I  fear  the  People  will 
make  a  serious  affair  of  it  with  Mr.  Tagart,  and  its  pity  that  a  good 
Officer  should  not  be  Supported. 
I  am  D'  S', 

Y"  afriy, 

M.  FURMAN. 
Directed, 

Public  Service.  Charles  Pettit,  Esquire,  A.  Q.  M.  G.,  Philadel- 
phia.   ^  post. 

♦  See  Col.  Rea,  Vol.  XIL^p.  813. 
t  See  page  148. 
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M0H8.   HOLKSB  TO  PEB8.  RbXD,   1780. 

Philadelphia,  j*  27«^  March,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmittiog  to  joar  Bxoellenoy  a  oopj  of  a 
resplye  of  CoDgr^,  relative  to  sapplies  for  the  royal  marine  of 
France.  I  have  differred  till  this  day  making  any  application  to 
year  Excellency  and  the  honorable  the  Ezecatiye  Council  of  this 
State,  because  I  knew  the  distrees  of  the  Continental  army,  &  the 
difficulties  which  exist  with  respect  to  procuring  proTisions ;  but  as 
there  still  remains  a  ballance  due  by  the  treasurer  of  the  State  for 
advaoces  made  in  December  last  for  floor,  whMi  hid  then  been  pnr- 
ehased  by  the  commissioners  of  the  State,  k  as  the  time  draws  near 
when  it  will  be  absolutely  neeesaary  that  I  bmw  «adev  my  direction 
the  whole  of  the  prorisioiia  promised  by  Oongsess  to  be  supplied  by 
the  state  of  Penailvania  for  edntiBgent  purposes,  &  as  it  is  abe 
necessary  that  one  tiionsaiid  banrds  of  flottr  be-  forthwitih  lodged  in 
the  hands  of  my  agents,  it  is  my  duty  to  xeqiMsC  fieom  your  Exeel- 
leney  an  answer,  inrorming  me  what  I  am  to  expect  in  consequence 
oC  ^e  aforesaid  resolve,  ft  at  what  fixed  &  det«ri»ined  periods  I  can 
lely  upon  noeinng  the  wh(4e  of  the  above  mentioned  provisions. 

As  many  fiital  consequences  mieht  ensne  from  a  want  of  these 
Essential  objects  &  of  the  precise  knowledge  of  the  time  when  they 
can  be  obtained  &  stored,  I  trust  yon'll  approve  of  my  earnest 
mode  of  amplication,  and  will  direct  those  measures  to  be  taken, 
which  may  ensure  or  contribute  to  the  Buceess  of  his  Majesty's  arms 
in  favour  of  the  common  cause. 

I  remain  most  respectfully, 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  & 

very  humble  servant, 
HOLKBR.* 
Direciedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'". 


Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  Congress,  dated  Maroh  11th,  1780, 
signed  Cbas,  Thomson,  Sec'y,  transmitted  by  the  President  to 
John  Holker,  Esquire,  agent  for  the  Royal  marine. 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Peasilvanla  be 
requested  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Holker  or  his  agent,  on  or  befwe  the 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  297. 
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first  day  of  May  next,  as  a  part  of  the  supplies  called  for  by  the 
said  resolutions  of  the  25th  February  last^  six  thousaiid  barrels  of 
Flour,  six  hundred  barrels  of  Pork,  and  two  hundred  barreb  of 
Beef,  for  the  use  of  the  marine  of  France. 

A  tme  Copy, 

HOLEER. 


Pkbs.  Rkbd  to  Mb.  Holexi^  1780. 

Sir, 

I  duly  Teceived  yoor  Favour  of  the  27tii  Instant  &  laid  it  before 
the  Supreme  Executive  Oovttoil.  The  BeaolatioB  ineloeed  was 
officially  received  firon  Congress  a  few  Days  ago,  and  being  addiossed 
to  the  {jcgislatum  was  forimded  to  the  Speaker  of  the  AanmUy  to 
be  laid  befote  the  House.  As  we  have  received  no  OonunnnieatioD 
from  them  therefore  I  oavnot  inform  yoa  what  Steps  or  whetlrar  any 
were  adopted  In  Consequence. 

It  is  with  great  Concern  Sir|thatwesreoUiged  to  inform  yowthat 
if  this  Requisition  had  been  addressed  to  ns  we  have  no  ProqMrt 
of  being  aUe  to  comply  with  it  in  our  present  GirDamstaBces,  and  u 
a  Disappointment  may  be  very  injurious  to  your  Arnmgements,  we 
must  submit  to  the  Mortification  of  acknowledeinff  onr  DiffieoitieB 
rather  than  expose  yon  to  the  Inconveniendes  whi<m  might  attend  a 
Failure  of  your  Eugi^ments.  We  shall  make  the  utmost  Bxertioiu 
to  oomply  with  the  general  Requisition  of  Congress  so  far  as  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Continental  Army,  bat 
as  Embarassments,  whioh  your  own  Penetration  will  sufficiently  point 
out,  induce  a  reasonable  Apprehension  that  we  ought  not  in  Justice 
to  yon  or  ourselves  to  undertake  farther. 

lou  have  been  pleased  to  mention  that  there  still  remains  a  Bal- 
laooe  due  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  Advances  made  in 
December  last  We  are  persuaded  that  upon  Recollection  of  that 
Transaction  &  Reference  to  your  Letter  of  the  16th  Nov.  last^  you 
will  see  that  there  must  be  a  Misapprehension  on  this  Subject.  We 
had  procured  the  Flour  for  you,  &  Congress  addressed  yon  to  obtain 
it  for  their  Use  &  yon,  very  properly,  supposing  that  you  had  a  clear 
Right  to  dispose  of  it  without  our  Interference,  gave  your  Directions 
accordingly,  which  were  complied  with.  The  Terms  were  so 
explicit  that  we  apprehended  nothing  was  farther  necessary  on  onr 
Part;  however,  that  there  might  be  no  Mistake  ft  that  on  the  Deli- 
very to  Congress  no  Difficulty  might  arise  with  Respect  to  Payment, 
yonr  Letter  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Tuml>ull.  We  acted  entirely  on 
the  Idea  that  the  Flour  was  yours,  subject  to  your  Order  only,  and 
that  in  delivering  it  to  any  Persons  you  directed  whether  CR)ntinentaI 
Officers  or  other,  we  were  entirely  exonerated  from  any  Charge 
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lespectiog  it,  or  the  Payment  of  it.    Mr.  Tambnll  will  ooofirm  this 
Jadgment  of  the  Matter  as  it  was  often  repeated  to  him  that  I  need 
only  refer  yon  to  him  for  farther  Satisfaction,  &  am, 
Sir,  with  great  Consideration  &  Respect^ 

Tonr  most  oht  H'bble  Senrt.* 

P.  S.  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  as  we  cannot  engage  a  Complianoe 
with  the  above  Requisition,  k  as  some  Time  will  necessarily 
elapse  before  the  Purchases  of  the  State  will  commence  on  the 
pnblick  Acconnty  it  is  not  the  Desire  of  the  Board  that  yon  shonld 
consider  yourself  otherwise  than  at  entire  Liberty  toparohase  the 
Articles  specified,  in  any  Way  you  think  proper.  We  have  been 
induced  to  express  this  Sentiment  from  a  Recollection  that  under 
different  Gircnmstances  of  the  publick  Credit  it  was  formerly  inti- 
mated that  private  Purchases  might  be  attended  with  Inconveniences. 
Maned,  Maidi  28. 


Pbbs.  Bibd  to  Col.  7).  Brodhsad,  1780. 

DetrBir, 

Your  Favours  of  the  11th  &  SStht  Feb.  have  been  duly  received| 
the  Letters  inclosed  which  had  passed  between  Col.  Loohry  &  your- 
selff  bad  been  communicated  to  the  Council  &  an  Answer  wrote, 
which  1  doubt  not  before  this  Time  has  reaoh'd  you.  We  arc  very 
sorry  for  these  Misunderstandings  &  you  cannot  do  us  a  more 
acceptable  Service  than  to  endeavour  to  do  them  away  as  much  as 
possible.  Harmony  at  all  Times,  but  more  especially  at  present,  is 
80  necessary  that  if  it  can  be  restored  we  cannot  doubt  your  Exer- 
tions for  that  Purpose.  We  have  wrote  to  the  like  Effect  to  Col. 
Lochry,  recommending  to  him  to  pay  a  doe  Regard  to  your  Situation 
&  Command — with  which  we  hope  be  will  comply. 

The  Assembly  have  voted  4  new  Companies  to  be  raised  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Frontiers,  the  Men  to  be  inlisted  for  the  War,  but 
the  low  state  of  our  Treasury  has  hitherto  prevented  our  entering  on 
the  Business.  The  Council,  under  all  Circumstances,  could  have 
wish'd  to  have  appointed  other  Officers,  but  Inclination  of  the 
Assembly  in  Favour  of  former  Appointments  will  probably  oblige  us 
to  reappoint,  as  no  other  Names  have  been  given  us. 

The  Affair  of  Ward  &  Smallman  is  now  before  Congress,  who  will 
doubtless  give  you  some  Instructions.  We  think  you  have  judged 
right  in  avoiding  to  engage  yourself  in  any  Dispute  on  that  unfor- 
tunate Subject  of  Jurisdiction.     Your  Situation  is  delicate  &  will 

♦  See  preceding  letter,  and  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  297. 
f  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  286,  and  page  106  of  this. 
1  See  pages  86,  42,  60,  66,  66,  69,  79. 
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reqaire  yoar  utmost  PrudeDoe.  I  am  much  obliged  to  jou  for  your 
kind  offers  respeoting  LaDds,""  but  at  present  ray  Station  will  prevent 
my  engaging  in  pursuits  of  that  nature  least  it  might  give  Offence 
&  give  Reason  to  a  censorious  World  to  suppose  I  had  made  an 
improper  Use  of  my  publick  Character. 

Col.  Blaine  is  now  appointed  Comm^  Oen.,  to  whom  I  have 
advised  your  Son  to  make  Application^  &  if  my  good  offices  are 
wanting  I  shall  chearfully  promote  his  Interest  on  all  Occasions. 

I  send  you  the  late  News  Papers  &  some  Proclamations  of  the 
Cpuncili  as  it  may  be  probable  these  dangerous  Offenders  may  fly 
into  the  back  Country^  and  am;  Dear  Sir,  with  much  Esteem^ 

Your  Obed.  &  very  H'bble  Servt. 


Maj.  Gbn.  Oreenb  to  Pabs.  Bbed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  80«^  March,  1780. 
Sir, 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennaylvania,  pub- 
lished the  28^^  of  the  present  month,  the  Officers  and  Agents  of  my 
department  are  prohibited  from  purchasing  any  articles  of  Forage ; 
and  firom  the  scanty  supplies  of  money  furnished  to  the  department 
for  some  time  past,  those  Officers  &  Agents  have  not  had  it  in  their 
power  to  lay  up  any  magazines  of  Forage,  having  with  difficulty 
obtained  what  was  necesflary  for  daily  consumption. 

There  are  now  in  different  parts  of  this  State  upwards  of  two 
thousand  Horses,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  some  of  which 
are  in  actual  service,  but  the  greater  part  put  out  to  be  recruited  for 
the  service  of  the  ensuing  Campaign.  The  Officers  under  whose  care 
they  are,  not  being  able  to  pay  the  Farmers  for  their  keeping,  nor 
to  purchase  Forage  to  support  them,  have  been  obliged  to  shifi  them 
from  place  to  place  to  obtain  for  them  a  temporary  subsistence. 
Some  have  been  delivered  up  to  the  Officers,  who  are  thus  left  des- 
titute of  the  means  of  subsisting  them,  and  others  are  daily  expecting 
to  be  delivered  up  in  like  manner.  Many  of  the  horses  are  by  these 
means  continued  in  their  impoverished  situation,  and  others  who 
were  in  some  measure  recruited,  are  again  falling  away,  and  unless 
measures  are  speedily  taken  to  afford  them  subsistence  there  will  be 
little  chance  of  their  being  raised  to  be  fit  for  service  at  the  opening 
of  the  Campaign,  and  many  of  them  will  probably  die  in  a  few  days 
for  mere  want  of  food. 

I  shall  inclose  herein  a  copy  of  a  Letter  I  have  this  day  received 
from  the  Assistant  Commissary  Gen*  of  Forsge,  which  will  more  folly 
explain  the  wretched  situation  of  the  Forage  Department  in  this  City, 
where  a  number  of  Horses  are  necessarily  kept,  and  others,  from  the 
circumstances  alluded  to,  are  coming  in. 
♦  See  page  120. 
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By  a  clause  in  the  act  of  the  Legislatare  before  mentionedy  I 
observe  that  the  Forage  to  be  purchased  by  virtue  thereof,  is  to  be 
disposed  of  as  the  Supreme  executive  Council  shall  direct ;  I  am 
therefore  obliged  to  trouble  your  Escellency  with  a  Request  that 
Forage  sufficient  for  the  Public  Horses  in  this  State  may  be 
directed  to  be  issued  for  that  purpose  in  such  manner  as  to  your 
Excellency  &  the  Council  shall  seem  most  proper. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Servant, 

NATH.  GREENE,  Q  M. 
Directedy 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in 
CounciL 


OwBN  BiDBLB  TO  Maj.  Geit.  Greenb,  1780, 

PbiUiddphia,  80«^  Haroh,  1780. 
Sir, 

About  forty  horses  arrived  here  the  28*^  Ins^  from  Col.  Wade,  in  the 
Delaware  State — they  cannot  be  subsisted  there  any  longer ;  imme- 
diately after  arrival  at  this  place,  I  dispatched  one  of  my  Assistants 
to  all  the  places  in  the  Country  where  it  was  likely  they  might  be 
provided  /or }  but  he  has  returned  and  cannot  prevail  upon  the  far« 
mers  to  receive  a  single  Horse.  At  present,  the  Horses  are  kept  in 
the  Forage  yard,  but  by  to  morrow  I  do  not  expect  we  shall  have  a 
Uade  of  Hay  left  at  this  magazine;  it  will  be  in  vain  to  send  them 
further  into  the  Countiy  for  Subsistence,  as  I  have  daily  applications 
made  to  me  to  receive  the  Horses  already  quartered  amongst  the 
Inhabitants,  and  am  in  hourly  expectation  that  several  hundred  will 
be  brought  in  ;  for  some  weeks  paet,  many  of  the  horses  have  been 
subsisted  by  shifting  them  from  place  to  place,  and  by  giving  the 
best  assurance  to  the  people  in  our  power  that  they  should  be  removed 
bj  the  first  of  April,  and  the  arrearages  for  keeping  the  Horses,  paid. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Horses  which  are  now  bronght  from  the 
Delaware  State  are  so  much  reduced,  that  they  cannot  be  recruited 
BO  as  to  be  fit  for  service  at  the  next  Campaign ;  besides,  many  of  them 
are  old,  and  otherwise  unfit  for  service  3  you  would  favour  me  by 
your  directions  what  should  be  done  with  themi  as  the  public  is  likely 
to  sustain  a  loss  by  their  death. 

I  am,  with  respect.  Sir, 

Your  obed.,  humble  Servant, 

OWEN  BIDDLB. 

Major  General  Greene,  Q.  M.  G. 
(Copy.) 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XH.,  page  800. 
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Extract  of  a   Letter  from  John  Hacebnwelder  to 
Col.  Brodhkad,  1780. 

Coochocking,  March  80«,  1780. 

We  have  heard  nothing  at  all  this  whole  winter  what  the  Enemy 
are  about,  the  snow  being  so  deep,  &  the  weather  so  continually  cold 
has,  I  suppose,  prevented  this;  but  this  day  I  am  informed  that 
three  young  fellows,  two  Delawares  ft  one  Wyandott,  haye  turned 
back  from  a  body  of  warriors  consisting  of  twenty-six  men.  They 
inform  that  five  or  six  Companies  of  warriors  are  ffone  out :  two 
parties  of  Wyandotts  towards  Beaver  Creek,  &  the  o^ers  down  thii 
Biver.  The  Half  Kiuff,  it  appears,  is  at  the  head  of  one  of  the 
parties,  &  Neeshaws  (a  Mohican)  heads  a  party  of  Mnncies  &  DeU- 
wares.  It  is  also  reported  here  this  day,  that  the  Shawnese  &  others 
are  gone  to  fight  with  the  Army  at  the  Big  Bone  Lick;  likewise 
that  the  Wabush  Indians  are  all  gone  to  war. 

We  here  intend  to  leave  this  place  intirely  in  about  two  weeks,  & 
move  nearer  to  Onadenhutten. 

I  am,  with  Sineere  rMurd.  your  most  obed^  Hbb.  Servt, 

JOHN  HACKENWELDEK 

An  Extract. 


Seo'y  Matlack  to  Major  Gen.  Armstrong,  1780. 

Phihidelphia,  March  80, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  Council  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  appointing  of 
Lieutenants  &  Sub  Lieutenants  of  the  several  counties  of  the  State, 
and  there  being  no  representative  of  the  county  of  Cumberland  in 
Council,  nor  any  Gent*  of  character,  known  to  the  Council,  now  in 
the  city  to  consult  with  respecting  the  appointment  of  those  officers 
for  your  county,  I  am  directed  by  His  Exc'y  the  Pros*  to  request 
you  will  please  to  give  your  assistance  in  this  Nomination. 

The  recommendation  which  you  gave  respecting  M'  Buchanan  has 
been  adverted  to )  but  there  seems  to  be  some  doubt  whether  it  would 
be  prudent  to  advance  so  young  a  Man  to  so  high  an  office  as  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  county.  Altho  the  former  Lieutenants  are  to  continue 
in  the  exercise  of  their  authority  until  new  appointments  are  made  \ 
yet  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear  the  business  of  arranging  the 
Militia  will  not  be  effected  until  the  new  Commissions  are  issued, 
which  makes  the  necessity  of  my  requesting  your  answer  on  this 
Subject  as  early  as  possible. 

I  am  Sir,  with  very  great  respect 

Your  most  ob*  Serv*, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
Direeiedj 

Major  Gen^  Armstrong,  Cumberland  Co. 
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Lt.  W.  Huston  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Garlide,  31«*  Haroh,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  begg  IftTe  to  infoarm  yoar  Ezoelleocy  that  at  an  Ingagement 
irith  the  Indians  near  Shewmong  on  the  13*^  Ang*  last,  I  l&oaved 
A  Woand  in  the  Joynt  of  my  Right  Elbow,  which  has  Bendred  ma 
anfit  for  Duty  Smoe,  and  I  fear  will  this  some  time,  as  I  bare  had 
30  peices  of  Boana  Extracted  &  a  namber  of  loose  ones  Bemain  in 
the  Wound — ^That  I  hate  not  Recaved  anny  State  Stoara  Since  I 
have  been  wonnded,  but  have  been  oblig'  to  Porahes  the  Same  Arti- 
elea  at  a  moate  Exorbitant  Prise,  which  I  must  aaaure  your  Excel- 
lency I  am  no  longer  able  to  do,  and  therefore  Moate  Hnmbley 
Bequeat  you  will  be  Pleaaed  to  order  me  a  Perportion  of  the  Stoam 
your  Exoellenoy  has  been  so  Instrumental  in  Procuring  for  the 
Troops  of  thia  State  to  me. 

I  Bemain  with  grate  Bespeot 

Your  Excellency's  Moste  Obe* 

and  Very  Humble  Serr*, 

W.  HUSTON,  1/  &  Adj*. 

4*^  P.  Beg*.* 
P.  8.    I  hope  your  Excellency  will  Excuse  thia  I  wrote  it  with 
my  left  hand. 

[Mn  John  Carson  to  Supply.] 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq',  Philadelphia. 
Hon'd  by  Coin.  Butler. 
Indorsement 

Read  in  Council  AprU  14, 1780. 

T.M.,  Sec^y. 


Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Bbed,  1780. 

War  Office,  March  31,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  board  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellencya  favor  of  the 
28*^. — ^With  respect  to  Capt.  Schott,  &  Capt.  Selin,  the  board  con- 
ceive that  if  Col.  Weltnerf  cannot  himself  settle  the  dispute  between 
them,  that  a  board  of  offioera  (the  usual  mode  upon  such  ocoaaiona) 
should  determine  which  ia  best  intitled  to  the  preference.  As  to 
Capt  Bice  &  his  Lieutenant,  tho  their  conduct  is  highly  reprehensa- 

«  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  818. 
t  Sea  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  297. 
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ble,  yet  the  board  are  of  opinion  that  the  wishes  of  the  Honble 
Council  would  not  be  gratified  bj  the  oonaeqaences  of  an  arrest — 
They  will  write  to  Col.  Weltner  on  the  subject,  &  express  in  strong 
terms  their  disapprobation  of  the  officers  conduct,  which  tends  to 
discourage  State  supplies,  when  it  is  found  that  the  measures  taken 
by  the  Oovernments  to  relieve  the  distresses  of  the  officers,  are  thus 
shamefully  abused. 

A  Colonel  should  have  the  internal  Goyemment  of  his  own  Beg*, 
and  it  is  his  duty  to  make  his  officers  appear  in  proper  Uniform, 
especially  where  the  public  is  at  the  ezpenoe  3  and  if  his  orders  are 
disobeyed,  to  arrest  the  delinquent,  in  which  case,  the  act  of  selling 
bis  Clothing,  would  militate  very  much  against  the  offender. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  the  highest  respect, 

y  Excellency's  most  obed. 

&  most  Hble  Servt. 

BEN.  8T0DDERT,  Sec'y. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  President  Beed. 
(War  Office.) 


Council  to  Andrew  Doz,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  President  &  Council  have  appointed  you  to  be  Commissioner 
of  Purchases  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  very  urgent  neces- 
sity for  exery  exertion  in  the  duties  of  this  office  induces  the  Council 
to  request  you  will  immediately  take  the  qualification  required  by 
law  and  proceed  to  purchase — especially  forage  for  which  there  is 
the  most  pressing  necessity  as  the  public  horses  arie  now  suffering  for 
want  of  it.  — 

The  Council  is  now  setting  &  will  administer  the  qualification. 

I  am  &c. 

T.  M.* 
PhUad*  April  1,  1780. 

Directed^ 

To  Mr.  Andrew  Doz, 

The  same  To  Col.  Bull, (except  the  last  sentence.) 

*  See  Col  Beo.,  Yol.  Xn.,  p.  301,  808. 
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Gen.  Washington  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Head  Quarters  Morris  Town  April  1st  17^0. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  honoured  with  Yoar  Ezcellenc/s  Letter  of  the  2lat 
Instant,  ult.,  with  the  inclosures  to  which  it  refers.  The  proceedings 
of  the  Honoarable  Goancil  on  the  subject  of  the  memoriid,  were 
certainly  founded  in  the  greatest  propriety  and  I  am  surprised  the 
officers  in  whose  behalf  it  was  prefeired,  should  have  wished  for  a 
departure  from  a  general  principle  of  arrangement  At  the  same 
time  that  the  determination  of  the  Council  on  the  oooasiony  must  be 
approved  by  all,  I  cannot  but  acknowledgemyself  peculiarly  flattered 
bj  their  expressions  of  oonfidenoe  and  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  pleased  to  refer  the  business  to  me. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  respect  and  esteem. 

T'  Excellency's 

Most  Obed  Serv« 

G\  WASHINGTON.* 

Directedj 

Ilis  Excellency  Resident  Reed. 


Philip  Maestelleb  to  Fees.  Rebb,  1780. 

Lebanon  April  Ist  7180. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  two  years  past  acted  as  Forrage  Master  fbr  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  and  being  informed  that  the  Legislature  of  this  State 
bave  made  a  Law  for  Procuring  of  Forrage  £s,  for  the  Army  and 
have  appointed  Commissioners  for  the  Purchasing  of  the  same ;  And 
that  the  former  Purchasers  and  Staff  Officers  are  forbidden  by  a 
heavy  Penalty  to  Purchase  any  of  the  Articles  enumerated  in  said 
Act  And  as  I  would  always  wish  to  conform  and  demean  myself 
agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  my  Country,  I  would  wish  to  have  the  Act 
and  know  the  Person  who  is  appointed  for  Lancaster  County,  if  your 
Excelleney  would  be  pleased  to  send  me  the  above  mentioned  Act 
together  with  the  Militia  Law  you  would  very  much  Oblige, 

Your  Most  Obed*. 
And  Very  Hum'  Serv*. 

PHILIP  MABSTELLEE. 
Directed, 
Jo»  Reed,  Esq'. 

«  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XII.  p.  286. 
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Wm.  Maclat-to  Prbs.  Rkkd,  1780. 

Sonbory  2d  April  1780. 
Sir, 

I  will  not  tronble  joa  frith  the  distress  of  this  Goanty,  They  will 
BO  Doubt  be  painted  to  Oonncil  in  lively  OoIoufs,  and  indeed  the 
Picture  cannot  be  over  oharged,  nor  should  I  at  this  Time  write  to 
youy  But  for  a  strong  Belief  and  Persuasion,  that  a  Body  of  Indians 
are  lodged,  about  the  head  of  Fishins  and  Munoy  Creeks. 

They  were  with  us  to  the  very  beginning  of  the  deep  snow  last 
year,  Uiey  are  with  us  now  before  that  Snow  is  quite  cone.  This 
Country  might  be  examined.  This  is  what  we  wish ;  Many  of  our 
Hunters  who  went  late  last  Fall  into  that  Country  (whieh  is  a  fine 
one  for  hunting)  were  so  alarmed  with  constant  Reports  of  Ouns, 
which  they  could  not  bellete  to  be  whitemens  that  they  returned 
suddenly  Back.  We  are  not  strong  enough  to  spare  men  to  examine 
this  Country  and  Dislodge  them.  The  German  Beg*  are  under  their 
own  Officers,  and  for  my  Part,  I  expect  no  such  service  from  them. 
I  cannot  help  uttering  a  Wish,  That  what  Troopvwe  have,  might  be 
all  l^nnsylvanians,  There  is  a  oertain  love  of  Country  that  really 
has  Weight. 

This  is  a  strange  divided  Quarter — ^Whig  Tory,  Tankey,  Penna- 
mite  Dutch  Irish  and  English  Influence  are  strangely  blended.  I 
must  confess  I  begin  to  be  national  too  and  most  sincerely  believe 
every  pnblick  Interest  of  America,  will  be  safer  in  the  Hands  of 
Americans,  than  with  any  others.  But  I  will  not  trouble  you  with 
any  more  of  my  Opinions.  Help  us  if  you  can  and  much  oblige  a 
distressed  Country. 

I  am  with  sincere  Regard 

Tour  most  Obed  ft 

MostHbleServ^ 

WM.  MAGLAT. 
Directed^ 

Col.  Matlack. 
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Col.  Samuel  Hunteb  to  Prbs.  Rbei),  1780. 

Sanbury^  April  2d,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Savsges  have  made  tbeir  appeannoe  on  oar  Frontiei^  in  an 
Hoatil  manner.  The  Day  before  jeafterday  they  took  aeven  or  eight 
Prisoners,  aboat  two  milea  above  fort  JenkiM,  and  tvo  Days  before 
that  Cairyed  off  several  People  from  aboat  Wyombff  i  this  has 
strnek  soeh  terror  to  the  poor  scattered  Inhabitants  of  &m  County, 
that  all  the  setlen  abore  this  wiU  be  in  the  Towns  of  Sanbory  and 
Northamberland  before  two  Days.  Oar  ease  is  Bealy  Deplorabloi 
and  withont  some  speedy  assistanoe  being  Ordered  here,  I  am  afraid 
the  Comity  will  braak  ap  intirely,  as  the  Oermao  Begiment  ^ats 
stationed  here  is  no  ways  adiqnit  to  Grant  as  the  Neeessary  Beleife 
Beqniredy  and  as  for  ealling  oat  the  Militia  of  this  Coonty  its 
impossable  to  Szpeet  it  in  the  present  sireomstanoes  the  inhabitants 
is  Bedneed  to ;  for  if  tiiey  Miss  Qeting  qmng  Crops  pat  in  the 
Gronnd  for  the  sapport  of  their  familys  they  have  nothing  that  ean 
indaee  them  to  stay,  Ezeept  Coaneil  wovdd  Order  some  of  the 
Militia  from  our  Neighbouring  Ooantys,  to  Aet  in  Oonjanetion  with 
the  few  Continental  Troops  thats  here,  and  without  something  like 
this  is  done  to  Enooarage  the  People,  I  dred  the  Oonsequenees  that 
maySnsne. 

The  ease  is  Quite  altered  with  us  till  what  it  was  this  time  Twelve 
moDth ;  we  had  a  prity  Good  Fort  Ghorisoned  at  Money,  of  Okmti- 
nental  Troops,  Bradys  Fort  and  Freelands,  with  our  Owen  inhabi- 
taots,  but  now  we  have  but  about  fourty  or  fifty  at  Montgomerys, 
and  thirty  at  Fort  Jenkins,  the  latter  of  which  was  not  able  to 
B)Are  men  enough  out  of  tlie  Garrison  to  pursue  the  Enemy  that 
Carryed  of  the  Prisoners,  suppose  there  was  not  above  thirty  Indians 
tod  Torys  in  the  party,  and  a  prity  Deep  snow  had  follen  the  night 
befeie,  which  they  eouid  be  easily  traot^.  I  am  sorry  to  mention 
this,  as  I  have  seen  the  time,  within  this  three  years  past,  that  we 
could  turn  out  some  Hundred  of  Good  Woodsmen,  but  now  the 
ease  is  altered,  as  our  County  is  Qoite  Drained  of  our  Best  men. 
I  hope  to  have  a  favourable  answer  to  this  by  the  Bearer,  as  it 
would  Encourage  the  Drooping  spirits  of  a  poor  Distressed  Frontier 
County ;  in  the  mean  time  I  would  be  Desirous  of  your  Particnlar 
Orders  in  Begard  of  Embodying  the  Militia  of  this  County,  suppose 
I  have  issued  out  Orders  already  for  that  purpose,  but  your  Orders 
would  Enable  me  to  procure  Provinons  for  any  party  we  can  have 
Btationed  out  on  our  Frontiers. 

I  am  Sir,  your  Bzeelencys  most  obd* 

&  very  Humb*  Serv*, 

aAM>  HUNTEB,  Lieu<  N.  C. 
Directed, 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  Prerident  of  the  Bnpreme 
Executive  Council,  fltate  of  Pennsylvama. 

Favored  by  Lieutenant  Thomas  Grant. 
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David  Zbibbbbgsr  to  Colonel  Brodhbad,  1780. 

Tapakiogy  April  ;•  2d,  1780. 
Dear  Siry 

I  hare  Been  very  moth  diftappointed  In  Sendisg  yon  an  Ansver 
to  yonr  semnl  Letten  yon  wrote  to  me.  Thia  Plaee  is  Qaite  Oat 
of  the  Way.  No  Indians  which  are  Going  to  the  Fort  pass  by  here, 
&  though  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Edwards  at  Gnadenhutten  Sevetal  Times, 
to  let  me  know  of  an  Opportunity,  But  all  in  Vain.  In  February 
some  of  oar  People  were  on  the  Way  with  them  ;  I  had  also  Wrote, 
but  after  Travelling  a  Day  &  a  half  they  Turned  Back;  Beoanse  of 
the  Deep  Bnow  they  met  with. 

In  Your  Letter  of  the  26th  of  Noveoiber  Last,  yea  .Desired  me 
to  Piooure  yon  some  Int^iigenoe  from  «Ter  the  Lake,  Bot  wbioh 
was  not  in  my  Power  to  Do,  &  Much  1^  now,  as  I  Live  Such  a 
Distance  from  Gooshocking,  when  I  might,  Perhaps,  bring  it  aboQt 
one  way  or  Other.  Joshna  Intended  to  go,  but  thehard  wintef  & 
deep  Snow  Gomeing  on,  he  dropt  it. 

But  Hearing  that  a  white  man  who  Was  a  Prisoner  aracmg  The 
Wiondots,  &  who  was  well  lioqaainted,  as  I  was  Told,  with  aB  the 
Particulars  at  Detroit,  Went  by  Gnadenhutten  to  the  Fort  laat 
Winter,  &  I  thought  he  Gould  &  wonld  Give  you  more  Intiligenoe 
4han  any  Indian  Gould  Prooare,  Because  Indians  have  not  Knowl- 
edge about  such  matters,  &  I  think  it  would  be  of  very  little  smrvioe 
to  Send  an  Indian  on  snob  an  Errant;  which  is  a  Stranger  to  The 
Place. 

In  your  Second  letter  of  Febuary  y  lOth^  you  proposed  That 
Onr  Indians  might  Move  nearer  to  the  Fort 

Sir,  this  Indeed  would  not  Only  Be  Very  hard  &  Difficult,  Bat 
also  Impossible  for  us  to  undertake  now,  Except  oar  People  would 
Leave  All  Behind  what  they  have,  for  they  are  not  Like  the  Best 
of  the  Indiana,  who  can  take  their  whole  Estate  on  their  Back,  & 
go  Where  they  Please,  &  though  they  might  Go  Bound  by  water, 
we  would  not  be  Abel  to  Procure  such  a  Number  of  Oanews  as  it 
would  Require. 

Our  People  have  Been  Travelling  &  Moving  from  One  Place  to 
Another,  till  we  at  Last  came  here  to  this  Place,  where  we  hope  to 
Bemain  in  Possession  of  our  Settelments,  &  Enjoy  the  Fruit  of  oar 
lisboar  at  Least  for  a  Good  many  Years.  I  dare  not  think  about 
moving,  nor  even  Propose  it  to  Our  People,  for  it  would  Quite 
discourige  them,  Except  there  was  Great  Necessity;  Therefore, 
Pray  Sir,  Let  us  Bemain  in  Possession  of  our  Setelments,  have 
we  held  it  oat  so  Long,  I  hope,  With  the  Help  of  God,  we  Shall 
Get  over  it  till  Peace  is  Restored  again.  Neither  Warriors  nor 
Other  IndlaAs  Oome  to  our  Towns  now,  Because  it  is  out  of  their 
Way,  &  we  live  very  Quiet  ♦ 
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Of  tbe  Mufcter  Gommitted  od  Raooon  Oeok  I  herd  noUuntf 
Before  I  Received  your  letter.  About  Eight  days  Before  we  heard 
of  a  Company  Warriors  Being  Tracked,  which  Game  from  Towards 
the  Wiondots  Towns,  Bnt  we  did  not  learn  what  Indians  they  was ; 
they  most  Be  Either  Mingoes  or  Mnnzns,  or  of  the  Wisndougha- 
lends  Gang. 

I  have  not  herd  of  any  hostile  Thoughts  among  the  Cooshooking 
Indians  yet,  &  if  I  should  PeroeiTO  any  Thing  of  that  kind  I  would 
give  you  Inteligence  By  an  Express. 

Bat  Yesterday  we  heard  that  a  Party  of  Warriors,  among  ^bioh 
was  the  well  known  Munzey  Washnash,  have  attaoted  a  Ba^  in  the 
River,  Ealied  Three  men,  &  have  Taken  Twenty  One  Men,  Women 
&  Children,  Prisoners,  &  Likewise  tbe  whole  Boat,  no  Doubt  this 
action  will  Enconriage  Them  to  do  more  Mischief.  I  am  much 
Oblidged  for  Sending  me  the  three  Packetts  of  letters  at  Different 
Times,  &  likewise  for  Communicating  to  me  the  agreeable  News 
Contained  in  your  letter.  Those  of  our  People  which  lived  yett 
nigh  Cocshocking,  are  now  all  moveins  up  this  way,  &  in  a  few 
days  Morie  they  will  Be  all  Gone  from  thence. 
I  am  With  Great  Esteem,  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  Humble  Serv*, 

DAV.  ZEISBERGEB. 

P.  S.  P^y  Sir,  Send  the  following  Letter^  with  a  safe  Oppor- 
timity  to  Lancaster. 

COL.  BRODHEAD,  Command'. 

P.  8.  After  I  wrote  tbe  above  I  had  mor  ftill  Intiligenoe.  The 
Murder  on  Raooon  Creek  was  Committed  by  the  Wiondots  &  the 
Other  <m  the  Begg  River  By  the  Munsies^  which  is  a  True  aooonnt. 

1780,  April  2d.  Copy  of  Mr.  Zdsberger's  letter  to  Colonel 
Brodhaad. 


Board  of  Wab  to  Prbs.  Bbrd,  1780. 

War  Office,  April  i,  1780. 

Sir,  M 

Agreeable  to  the  re<raest  of  General  Washington,  tbe  board  are 
ftbout  sending  to  Fort  Pitt  several  species  of  Ordnance,  but  upon 
examining  into  the  State  of  the  Stores  on  hand,  they  find  that  they 
cannot  intirely  comply  with  his  Ezcellenoy's  wishes,  unless  it  is 
convenient  for  the  Hon'ble  Council  to  return  one  of  the  8  Inch 
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bowitsers,  lent  the  State  of  PeDnsjlvania  tome  fime  ago,  for  ibe 
defenoe  of  Mod  Island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  respect, 
your  Ezoellencys  most 
obed.  humble  sorvanty 
Bj  order, 

BEN.  STODDERT,  Sec^. 

To  his  Excellenoj  President  Beed. 
(War  Office.) 


Fkbs.  Beed  to  Delegates  in  Conobe^s,  1780. 

Gent, 

We  some  time  ago  acquainted  you  with  the  Destnic^on  of  the 
Barracks,  under  the  care  of  the  Continental  Officers. — ^The  Board 
of  War,  to  whom  the  Matter  was  referred,  thought  it  agreeable  to 
remove  the  Barrack  Master,  but  the  Abuses  &  Mischief  still  oontiniie ; 
so  that  in  a  little  Time  these  Buildings  will  be  useless  to  die  PubHck. 
We  have  therefore  thought  it  oar  duty  to  take  them  into  our  own 
immediate  Care,  &  propoae  to  appoint  an  Officer  for  that  Purpose  at 
the  Expense  of  the  State.  But  as  from  the  nature  of  the  Office, 
he  will  probably  meet  with  occasional  Opposition  from  Continental 
Officers  militarr  &  Staff,  we  must  request  you  to  move  Congress  for 
an  Order  to  their  Officers  generally  to  pay  due  Begasd  to  tlM 
Barrack  master  who  we  think  in  his  Departmant  must  bd  supreme. 
The  Continental  Troops  will  still  enjoy  the  Benefits  of  the  Barrado, 
but  in  consistency  with  the  Interests  of  the  state,  for  we  are  sony 
to  inform  you  that  £1000  in  Gold  would  not  repair  the  Damages 
those  Buildings  have  sustained  the  last  Tear  only,  &  principally 
owing  to  neglect  &  Misconduct  of  those  who  were  entrusted  with 
the  Care  of  them. 

I  am  Gent, 
with  much  Esteem  k  Consideration, 
Your  Obed.  Hbble.  sevt 

J.  R. 
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Pbbs.  Bbed  to  Boakd  of  War,  1780. 

Gentlemeii, 

We  reoeived  joor  FaTOor  of  the  31.  lost*  [alt]  &  are  very  sorry  to 
find  Bvcb  an  abuse  of  the  pablick  iDtereats,  as  the  sale  of  CloatbiDg 
shonld  be  deemed  below  or  beyond  Punishment.  If  a  sofdier  sella 
bis  Cloathsi  the  articles  of  War  present  a  seyere  Punishment.  It 
was  not  to  be  supposed  that  an  Officer  would  be  guilty  of  so 
unbeoomins  &  ungrateful  an  Action  as  making  Merchandise  of  what 
the  State  had  provided  for  his  decent  Appearance  &  Comfort,  & 
tbeiefore  no  Proyision  was  made.  But  we  beg  Leave  to  submit  it  to 
jour  Consideration  whether  it  does  not  fall  undw  that  Article  of 
unofficer  like  &  ungentlemanly  Behaviour,  under  which  we  appre- 
hend many  Offences  not  described  in  the  articles  of  War  naturally 
fall.  We  cannot  in  Justice  to  the  state  think  it  oucht  to  be  ^^Bed 
over  without  farther  Notice,  &  therefore  are  desirous  the  ooard 
would  put  the  Officers  in  the  German  Reg^  complained  of  in  Col. 
Weltner's  letter  on  Tryal,  if  it  is  not  disagreeable  to  the  Board  to 
do  it,  if  it  is  we  shall  think  it  best  to  lay  it  before  the  General  for 
bis  Opinion  &  advice. 

We  received  the  inclosed  Papers  this  morning  on  which  we  should 
be  glad  you  would  take  such  Measures  for  Belief  as  the  Case  re- 
quires. 

I  also  inclose  you  a  Commission  which  has  been  improperly 
directed  to  us ;  but  so  far  as  we  are  concerned  are  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  Besignation. 

I  am  Gent,  with  much  Bespect  &, 

Begaid  Your  Obed.  Hbble  Servt 
Moned,  April  4.t 


PbSS.   BbBD  to  OoL.  WBLTNlCft,  1780 

Phila.  April  4, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  leoeived  your  Favour  by  Capt.  Shrawder,  &  acknowledge  your 
Attention  to  the  Sute  with  BeqpQ^  to  Capt.  Bice,  &  hie  Lieutenants^ 
we  have  laid  the  Mattel  before  the  Board  of  War,  who  we  expect 
will  give  you  Directions  thereupon.  Any  Measures  yon  may  think 
proper  to  take  to  punish  so  ungrateful,  &  indecent  a  Transaction  & 
prevent  the  like  in  future,  will  be  agreeable  to  us,  &  I  have  no 

*  See  page  168. 

f  See  answer  page  165. 
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Doubt  bat  yourself  &  the  other  Officers  view  in  the  Light  it 
deserves. 

We  also  forwarded  to  the  same  Board  the  Case  of  Oapt.  Sohott 
&  Selin  ;*  it  would  not  be  proper  for  us  to  decide  a  Point  of  militaiy 
promotion  which  seems  to  be  the  Province  of  military  Gentlemen 
any  Determination  made  by  ihem  will  be  acceptable  to  us,  &  meet 
our  Concurrence.  Since  I  wrote  the  above,  I  have  received  your 
Favour  of    the  enclosing  a  Copy  of  Col.  Butler's ;  I  am 

extremely  sorry  for  the  bad  News  it  contains,  &  hope  you  will  exert 
yourself  to  give  the  poor  People  all  the  Protection  you  can.  Col. 
Antis  is  appointed  Contractor  for  the  State,  &  will  by  the  Time  this 
Letter  reaches  you  have  received  his  Instructions.  The  Contractor  of 
Lancaster  County  will  probably  also  have  Direction  from  the  Com- 
missr^  General^  to  forward  a  Part  of  the  Supplies  of  that  County  to 
your  Relief. 

Bebuildioff  Fort  Muncv  has  been  deemed  by  mahy  Persons  here  a 
very  proper  Measure.  I  beg  you  will  consult  Col.  Hunter  &  Col. 
Antis,  M'  Martin  &  other  Gentlemen  of  the  County  on  this  Subject, 
&  if  they  concur  let  this  Business  be  set  on  Foot  with  as  little  Delay 
as  possible. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  some  misunderstanding,  has  happened  be- 
tween the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  &  Tourself.  You  must  be 
sensible,  of  the  very  great  Difference  of  Treatment  which  is  necessary 
in  this  Country  from  that  of  Europe,  and  that  it  has  a  Tendency  to 
alienate  the  Affection  of  the  People  from  the  Troops.  Be  assured 
nothing  will  more  effectually  promote  your  Interest  with  this  Council 
than  Tenderness,  to  the  Persons,  &  Property  of  the  Inhabitants,  & 
we  hope  as  this  is  the  first  Instance  so  it  will  be  the  last  of  any 
Complaint  on  this  subject.  We  must  particularly  caution  you 
against  showing  any  Resentment  against  the  Person  complaiuing  or 
the  Gentlemen  who  have  recommended  his  CQmplaint  on  this 
aocount,  but  on  the  other  Hand,  endeavour  in  a  kind  &  friendly 
manner  to  set  them  right  if  they  are  wrong,  or  if  you  have  been  led 
into  any  Inadvertency  or  even  strive  to  reconcile  &  settle  it  in  an 
amicable  Way. 

Upon  Considering  the  Condnot  of  M'  Bioe,  &  hi8  LieutenaDt, 
aome  Gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  if  they  had  a  Surplus  of  Cloaks 
&  can  appear  on  the  Parade  or  elsewhere  in  suitable  Apparell  becoming 
their  Rank  that  their  Sale  of  their  Cloathing  may  be  deemed 
excusable  y  this  paay  easily  be  known,  &  if  it  is  found  o&erwise  there 
can  be  no  Doubt  of  the  Propriety,  of  your  considering  them  as 
Delinquents,  ft  treating  them  accordingly. 

I  am  sir,  your  most  obbcd  ft  very^ 

Hbble  serv* 

*  See  page  16S. 

t  Bee  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  809. 
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Peks.  Rbbd  to  Gbn.  Washington,  1780. 

Sir, 

By  a  late  act  of  Assembly  of  this  State  for  proenring  a  Supply  of 
Flour  Hay,  Short  Forage,  Salt  &  Rum  for  the  Use  of  the  Continental 
Army,  the  Supreme  ezecative  are  authorised  &  impowered  to  have 
the  Same  oonyeyed  to  suoh  Ports  &  Plaoes  within  the  State  as  yonr 
£zcell'  shall  direct  &  appoint.  Our  Purchasers  being  appointed  & 
acUng  ID  their  several  Offices,  it  now  becomes  necessary  for  me  to 
request  your  Excels  to  make  the  above  Appointment.  The  ereat 
Expenditure  of  Provisions  &  Forage  in  this  State  &  particularly  in 
this  City  will  we  fear  soon  consume  the  whole  Supply  if  it  could  be 
proci^red  before  the  next  Harvest  but  as  this  cannot  be  done  it  will 
be  the  more  incumbent  to  use  the  utmost  Economy  in  the  Distribu- 
tion, and  as  Gen.  Greene  is  on  the  Spot  we  shall  communicate  fully 
to  him  our  sentiments  not  doubting  his  Concurrence  &  your  Excel^ 
Approbation  in  the  Retrenching  of  every  uQnecessary  Expence, 
The  daily  Consumption  of  Hay  in  this  Place  ia  rated  at  10  Tons  upon 
the  Calculation  of  141b  of  Hay  to  each  Horse  there  must  be  1400  Hor- 
ses fed  in  this  City  who  will  require  near  4000  Tons  in  the  Year 
whereas  the  whole  Demand  for  the  SUte  is  but  1700.  We  flatter 
ourselves  that  we  shall  be  able  to  collect  our  full  Proportion  &  that  in 
the  Mode  of  conducting  the  Business  it  will  not  be  foupd  necessary 
to  keep  up  so  many  Posts  in  the  Country  which  eonsomed  the  Sup- 
plies in  a  very  great  Proportion. 

Agreeable  to  yonr  Excell^  Desire  last  fall  we  sent  Notices  into 
every  Part  of  the  Country  for  the  Officers  on  Parole  to  go  to  New 
York  we  do  not  know  of  any  who  being  on  the  Enemya  List  have 
refused  or  neglected  except  CoL  Hannum  of  Chester  County  whose 
Reasons  are  set  forth  in  the  enclosed  Papers  which  I  send  for  y<Mir 
Excell'"  Perusal  &  Consideration.  I  am  with  every  Sentiment  of 
Bespect  &  Regard. 

Your  Excell^  most  obed. 
k  very  Hbble  Serv. 

JOS.  REED. 

Indorsed, 
AprU  4. 
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Instruction  to  Ool.  Bxjvl,  1780. 

In  Counoili 

PhUadolphia,  AprU  5Ui,  1780. 
Sir, 

Ton  being  appoiDted  Commissioner  of  Parchases  for  the  Connty 
of  Philadelphia  and  the  neoessity  of  entering  npon  that  duty  being 
Yery  urgent  and  requiring  the  utmost  diligence  and  atttention  joa 
will  not  fail  to  exert  yourself  to  the  utmost  herein.  Before  jou 
enter  upon  the  execution  of  this  trust  you  are  to  give  bond  for  the 
Iftithful  performance  of  your  trust  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties. 
The  sum  required  by  the  Council  is  thirty  thousand  poinds,  and  the 
inclosed  bond  being  executed  is  to  be  deposited  in  the  Office  of  the 
Prothonotary  of  your  County  who  will  judee  of  the  Sufficiency  of  your 
bondsman.  You  are  also  to  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  you 
will  diligently  and  fiuthfuUy  without  favour  affection  or  partiality 
execute  the  Duty  and  trust  reposed  in  you  by  an  Act  of  Grenerah 
Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  entitled  **  An  Act  for  procuring 
a  supply  of  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  Army.'' 

You  are  to  purchase  the  following  articles  within  your  County, 
not  exceeding  in  price  the  rates  affixed  to  each  article  to  wit  three 
hundred  tons  of  hay  at  six  pounds  per  ton,  seventy  five  hundred 
bushels  of  Indian  Com  at  four  Shillings  per  bushel,  or  fifteen  thou- 
sand bushels  of  oats  at  two  shillings  and  six  pence  per  bushel,  and 
five  hundred  barrels  of  flour  at  thirty  shillings  per  hundred  weight 
gross.  The  flour  you  are  to  deliver  to  Colonel  j^hraim  Blaines  dep- 
uty and  the  forage  you  are  to  deliver  to  Owen  Biddle  Esquire  who 
is  appointed  by  the  Quarter  Master  General  to  receive  the  same. 

For  the  payment  of  the  articles  above  mentioned  money  will  be 

Kt  into  their  hands  as  soon  as  it  can  possibly  be  got  ready  agreea- 
/  to  the  late  Act  of  General  Assembly. 
I  am  Sir  with  much  respect, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 

JOS.  REED, 
President. 

To  John  Bull|  Esquiroi  Commissioner  of  Purchases  in  the  County 
ofPhilad*. 
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Uajob  Gin.  Gasbnx  xo  Pbxb.  Bsbd,  1780. 

Fikikddphia,  6tix  April,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  iiiel«96d  leUum  made  to  me  bj  the  Oomm'  Oeneial  of  Fonge 
will  point  ool  to  your  S^scelklNy  tke  diitriots  in  which|  and  the 
persons  to  wbom  it  will  be  reqcdaite  to  deliirer  Fonge  ISnr  tbe  imtn*- 
diate  eabaietMice  of  the  publio  honee  in  ibb  State.  I  recpteti  tbe 
fwwa  of  ftm  Bxoelleiiej  to  gi^  tbe  neoeBsary  orden  to  tbe  State 
Paiebaaeiii  aoeordiitglj.'*' 

I  haye  tbe  boner  to  be  witb  gveat  Beapeot. 

yoor  most  Obed*  servanty 

NATH.  GJElEENE, 
Q.  M.  G. 

Indonedj 
From  OeB.  Greene^  Bead  in  Conneil  April  5, 1780. 

T.  M.  Seo^. 

Hia  Exoellenoj  tbe  Pteaident  of  tbe,  State  of  Peonajrhaiia. 


BoABD  OF  War  to  Pbbb.  Bbbb,  1780. 

War  Offioe,  April  6tby  1780. 
Sir, 

We  reodved  jonr  fayonr  of  tbe  4tb  Tnatantf  Tbe  Board  baye 
an  eqnal  deteatation  witb  tbe  O^nncil  of  tbe  Gondilot  of  tbe  Oflkera, 
wbp  were^  uiugmiiBm^j  enoogb  to  diqpoae  of  their  Gloatbing,  not 
onlj  as  tliie  tbinig  ia  in  itself  wmoff  bat  as  it  tends  in  ita  esample  to 
disagreeable  Conseqnenoes.  It  waa  notr  theiefore,  from  an  aferaion 
to  baying  tbe  Offioers  ponisbed ;  but  frpn  a  imi  of  not  Siieeaedin| 
in  thdr  oonyietion,  &  tbat  an  nnayailiag' attempt  to  Poniab  wonld 
but  eonfirm  tbe  PriKMioe,  tbat  tke.Boiiid  did  net  take  means  to  bave 
tbem  arrested.  If.  any  oonyiotioQ  ean  be  bad,  it  must  be  under  tbe 
Artiole  mentioned  in  your  Ezoelleney's  Letter,  wbieb  depends  iqpoQ 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  VoL  ZII.,  p.  805. 
t  See  page  159. 
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the  Inierpreiation  the  officers  on  the  eoart  Martial  ohooae  to  give  to 
it.  We  will  send  Oopies  of  the  Letters  which  have  passed  jon  the 
subjeoti  to  the  Oommander  in  chief|  and  if  he  is  of  opinion  that  an 
Arrest  &  Tryal  shoaid  be  had,  we  will  request  him  to  order  the  offi- 
cers to  be  immediately  arrested. 

We  are  extremely  concerned  at  the  Conduct  of  Col*  Weltner,  as 
set  forth  in  M'  Byer^s  Memorial  &  M'  Maolay's  Letter,  Copies  of 
which  we  will  send  to  the  General  ft  give  notice  to  Cd*  Weltner  of 
the  Complaint  If  the  commander  in  Chief  shall  deem  it  proper  to 
order  any  other  Regiment  into  that  Qnarter,  we  shall  be  ^perfeMj 
satisfied — but  we  conld  wish  Cob  Weltoer  conld  be  conyinced  of  the 
impropriety  of  his  Cooduct,  as  the  Semoval  of  Troops  is  attended 
with  many  difficalties.  At  any  rate  (supposing  the  allegations 
against  Col.  Weltner  to  be  true)  we  are  of  opinion  it  woald  be  best 
to  haye  another  officer  stationed  as  Commandant,  for  if  Col.  Weltner 
is  unpopular,  howeyer  Innocent,  he  will  not  haye  the  Influence 
among  the  People  such  kind  of  seryice  requires.* 
We  haye  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect, 

yourobed  Sery*», 

RICHABD  PBTBBS,* 
By  Order. 

Directed, 
His  Bzoellency  President  Heed. 
(War  Office) 


Pebs.  Bbbd  to  Col.  Sahubl  Huntbr,  1780. 

Philad.^  April  7, 1780. 

Sir, 

I  haye  Rceiyed  your  Fayour  of  the  2*  Ins^f  &  laid  it  before  the 
Council.  We  nneerely  regret  ft  sympathise  with  you  on  the  un- 
bappy  state  of  your  County  in  Consequence  of  the  late  Incursians  of 
ihelndtaiis.  As  the  Oerraan  Berim.  was  procured  with  some  Diffi- 
culty we  flattered  omrselyea  it  wotud  haye  ^yen  general  satisfitotion. 
Col.  Weltner  inflmns  ns^at  he  is  now  straightened  for  Ptoyisions,  k 
we  really  haye  the  graalest  Siffieulties  in  supplying  him — ^!n  what 
Manner  therefore  we  should  furnish  what  would  be  necessary  for  a 
great  Number  of  Militia  in  the  present  exhausted  SUte  of  the 

«  See  page  161.  f  8ee  page  157. 
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Covniry  I  oannot  ie  infaraied  by  any  Peraon  I  haye  yet  eonrersed 
with.  You  have  had  much  Ezperienoe  of  Militia  for  flome  Time 
put,  do  yoQ  find  that  Aid  to  be  effeotual  in  represaing  the  Inouniona 
of  the  Indiana — Do  they  give  effectual  Checks  to  their  Ravagee— if 
they  do  &  the  Services  they  render  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiera 
compensate  for  the  Expenee  &  trouble  which  attend  them  we  shall 
endeavoor  to  give  you  this  Assistance  as  soon  as  the  State  of  the  Militia 
will  admit.  I  make  no  Doubt  you  have  observed  that  the  Militia  Law 
expired  this  Spring,  so  that  there  is  now  a  new  Arrangement  of  that 
Bosinesa  which  wul  require  Time  &  Industry.  The  Council  have 
reappointed  you  to  that  Office  &  I  trust  the  Compensation  will  now 
be  more  adequate  to  the  Trouble.  You  will  receive  herewith  the 
Militia  Law — ^jour  Commission  aa  Lieutenant  &  the  like  for  the  Sub 
Lieutenants.  We  would  wish  to  give  you  all  possible  Relief  &  have 
as  the  first  step  sent  up  the  Commissions  of  the  Officers  of  the  Com- 
pany voted  by  the  House  for  the  Defence  of  the  Fiontieri  we  wish 
we  could  Idso  add  that  we  had  sent  Money  to  begin  recruiting,  bat 
that  is  not  in  our  Power  for  the  Beaaons  mentions  in  my  Letter  of  • 
jesterday — ^We  shall  also  provide  Ammunition,  Ac,  &  it  is  our 
earnest  Desire  that  you  would  encourage  the  young  Men  of  the 
Countcy  to  go  in  avnoAl  Parties  &  harass  the  Enemy*  In  former 
Indian  Wars  it  was  frequency  done  &  with  great  Advantage- 
Anxious  as  we  are  to  do  yon  all  the  Service  we  can  we  have  observed 
with  Concern  that  our  Measures  for  your  Belief  have  been  dreadfully 
expensive  to  tiie  State  with  little  Advantage  to  yon,  we  do  not  recol- 
lect one  single  Instance  of  receiving  a  single  Captive  or.  Plunder, 
killing  or  taking  any  of  the  Enemy  the  so  many  Pursuits  have  been 
attempted,  whi&  plainly  shewa  that  your  Dependance  on  such  dis- 
tant Aid  is  very  defective — ^The  Council  would  &  do  for  this  Purpose 
authorise  you  to  offer  the  following  Premiums  for  every  male  Priso- 
ner whether  white  or  Indian  if  the  former  is  acting  with  the  latter 
1500  Dollars  &  1000  for  every  Indian  Scalp.  The  Proof  must  be 
left  to  your  own  Discretion  not  doubting  ^our  Care  to  prevent  Impo- 
sition— ^Last  French  War  Secret  Expeditions  were  set  on  foot  by  the 
Inhabitaots  which  were  more  effectual  than  any  Sort  of  defensive 
Operations.  We  most  earnestly  recommend  it  to  yon  to  revive  that 
same  Spirit  &  any  Plan  concerted  with  Secrecy  &  Prudence  shall 
have  our  Concurrence  &  Support  The  Commissary  Oen.  has  ordered 
Provisions  for  the  Troops  which  I  hope  will  relieve  the  present  ne* 
eeasity.  We  have  not  been  able  to  procure  .the  Votes  of  the  Assem* 
bly  so  as  to  send  the  recruiting  lostrnctious  with  the  CwnmisaioDS, 
but  as  soon  as  the  Clerk  of  the  House  letums  to  Town  we  will 
forward  them  &  we  hope  accompanied  with  Money,  which  we  appre- 
hend to  be  more  necessary  than  the  Commissions.  In  the  mean 
Time  if  the  Oentlemen  accept  &  are  able  to  procure  Men  we  hope 
thev  will  do  it,  &  it  the  County  can  subsist  thism  for  the  ]»^sent  we 
will  defiray  Ac  Ssq^enoe.  Our  Situation  is  so  critical  &  difficult 
that  your  own  Bxertions  must  now  be  depended  on— &  with  the 
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AissftMioe  of  ih«  Oarman  Regiment,  whieh  is  eonsidered  no  boon- 
Biderable  Support^  we  tnut  joar  Diffieolties  will  grow  less. 
I  am  Sir^  with  maoh  Esteem^ 

your  obed.  &  verj 

BbblSerr. 


Qenl.  St.  Claik  to  Paes.  Rsed,  1780. 

Camp  near  Morris  Town,  April  8th^  1780. 
Sir, 

I  was  yesterday  waited  npon  by  a  Deputation  from  tbe  Sargeons 
and  Mates  of  the  Line  to  inform  me  that  they  designed  to  resign 
their  GommissionB  and  appointments  on  the  20^  Day  of  May  next, 
and  reqaesting  that  I  might  give  notioe  to  the  State  of  their  such 
Design,  Chat  it  might  be  in  the  Power  of  the  Executive  Branch  to 
povMe  others  in  Season.  This  was  occasioned  by  certain  Proceed- 
ings of  Oongress  of  the  8'  of  Janoary  Last,  published  in  Dunlap's 
Paper  of  the  18^  of  March,  which  they  brought  with  them,  and  by 
which  it  appears  the  Allowance  of  half  Pay  for  seven  Tears  for  them 
was  lefosed,  and  the  Gratuity  in  Lands  lost  on  the  Question  by  a 
Division  of  the  House.  I  represented  to  them  that  they  did  not 
depend  npon  Oonffress  for  either,  but  upon  the  State,  which  had,  by 
a  Law,  entitled  them  to  half  Pay  fbr  Life,  and  a  Gratification  ia 
Landsy  but  as  I  had  not  the  Law  I  could  not  convince  them ;  nor 
indeed  am  I  certain  that  I  was  right,  for  I  have  an  imperfect  remem- 
brance of  some  Words  in  the  Iaw,  as  it  stood  when  published  for 
Consideration,  whieh  would  perhaps  exclude  them  bv  a  rigid  Inte^ 
pratation.  I  went  however  so  far  as  to  assure  them  it  was  my  con- 
stant Opinion  that  the  State  intended  them  the  same  Advantages  w 
all  other  Oftoers  in  the  line,  and  that  if  there  was  any  Doubt  aboat 
it,  or  any  ambiguous  Expression  by  which  diat  intention  might  pos- 
sibly be  4efeatM;  I  was  certain  an  amendment  Would  be  made  at  tbe 
next  SoBsion.  I  mu  pretty  sure  that  I  have  not  mistaken  the  Inten- 
tion of  the  Assembly,  but  it  will  be  very  satisfiictory  if  you  will 
eHMe  to  mention  your  Sentiments,  and  if  the v  coincide  with  what  I 
ve  said  will  vnke  them  easy — and  the  Besignatiou  of  all  the  re^- 
mental  medical  People  at  once,  besides  that  they  cannot  be  wantd, 
would  have  an  ill  Efiect  upon  Many  in  a  different  Walk.  Would 
be  glad  that  Congress  would  take  the  Matters  of  the  Army  up  npon 
one  large  uniform  Scale,  and  not  lay  themselves  and  others  under 
the  Necessity  of  continual  patehioff. 

As  I  ezneet  soon  to  have  the  Honour  to  pay  yon  my  Bespecis 
in  Philadelphia,  My  Answer  you  may  think  proper  to  send  to  this 
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joQ  will  please  to  direct  either  for  me  or  the  Offioer  oommandiDg 
the  Divi«i<Hi. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  great  Bespect  and  Esteem 

Your  Szoellencj'g  moat  obedient  servant, 

A'  ST.  GLAIR. 

To  Hifl  Bzoellencj  Joeeph  Beed^  Esqdre,  .President  of  the  Stote 
afPenneylTania. 

Mi^aen>  St.  Clair. 


OWBH  BiDDLB  TO  Asjouw  Doz,  1780. 

Phihd-,  8*  April,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  haie  thiEi  moment  Meei?ed  Sixty  few  hoisea  balongiBg  Id  the 
pablic  fmn  ih»  Delawai!e  State  where  they  can  be  ne  longer ;  be* 
sides  these  there  are  forty  which  Got  Hitdul  ordered  to  JNorthwaka 
wUch  have  had  no  bed  these  24  hours,  as  the  penon  who  haa  the 
eare  of  them  infMrnui  me.-  We  are  intiiely  destitiite  of  eipeiy  land 
of  pforender;  oar  rehaooe  is  wholly  upon  the  State  Oommisskiiers 
bt  a  supply.  If  you  cannot  make  an  immediate  provisioD  for  the 
sapport  <^  these  horaes  they  must  perish,  (aa  I  cannot  obtain  aatho* 
ity  to  dispose  of  them.)  A  dfcnmstaneo  of  this  .nature  will  be 
attended  with  alosa  of  an  immense  Sum  to  the  United  States,  and 
likewise  prove  the  source  of  many  dsAeultiea  to  the  army. 

I  do  therefore  zeqnest  your  ntmoat  exertions  to  help  us  in  this 
pressing  emeigenoy. 

I.am  with  due  esteem, 

Your  Obed«  bum*  SerrS 

OWEN  BIDDLB, 

Ass.  C.  G.  Forage. 
Directedj 

Public  Seryioe. 

Andrew  Dos,  Esquire,  Commis^  of  Purchases,  Philadelphia. 

Forage  Office. 
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Prbs.  Bebd  to  Rby.  Joseph  MoirraoKEEY,  1780. 

^  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  tbe  2'  Inst,  baa  been  duly  received.  We  feel  & 
tbank  jou  for  your  kind  Attention  to  tbe  distressed  Inbabitants  of 
tbe  Frontiers,  &  bope  wbile  yon  stay  among  tbem  your  kind  Conso- 
lations as  well  as  friendly  Advice  will  not  be  wanting.  It  bas  been 
in  many  Eespects  a  most  distressing  Event  &  affects  ns  tbe  more  u 
tbe  Exbausted  State  of  tbe  Treasury  &  tbe  Renovation  of  tbe  Mili- 
tia Law  deprive  us  of  tbe  Means  of  giving  the  expected  Relief. 
Tbe  amazing  Slowness  in  Oollecting  publick  Taxes  bangs  like  a 
Millstone  round  tbe  Neck  of  all  our  publick  Operations — ^we  can 
scarcely  command  sufficient  for  the  small  &  common  Purposes  of 
civil  Government,  &  in  the  Predicament  Congress  calls  daily  & 
loudly — ^tbe  Frontiers  exclaim  with  Anguish,  b  we  are  now  redaeed 
to  tbe  painful  Necessity  of  listening  to  Distress  we  cannot  relieve  & 
Claims  we  cannot  satisfy— *the  poor  People  like  tbe  Waggoner  in 
the  Fable,  must  put  their  own  Shoulders  to  tbe  Wheel  as  well  as 
call  on  Hercules. — On  these  Occasions  our  Aid  is  so  distant  that  I 
do  not  recollect  an  Instanee  when  it  has  proved  effeetual.  We  will 
endeavour  to  supply  tbem  with  Ammunition,  Provisions,  &  sueh 
like  Assistance;  we  will  give  Rewards  to  those  who  distingDish 
themselves — m  short  we  will  do  any  Thing  to  create  that  Spirit 
which  is  sa  neeessary  in  an  Indian  War^  a  Spirit  of  HosUlitf  & 
Enterprise  which  will  carry  our  young  Men  to  their  Town& — Sur- 
prises,  Ambnsoades,  &c,  have  been  &  f  fear  wiU  be  found  the  ouly 
trae  Weapons  to  fight  the  Savages.— One  offensive  Expedition  for- 
merly gave  Peace  to  tiie  Western  Fron^ers — Is  not  this  now  praoti- 
eable;  if  anv  Object  presents  might  we  not  resume  that  System  7 
I  am  persua^d  nothing  else  will  dc^The  whole  Continental  Army 
with  the  Riches  of  half  America  to  support  it  would  not  prevent 
these  Ravages  if  they  do  not  feel  the  Distress  they  inflict  on  others. 
I  do  not  mean  Expeditions  on  a  great  Scale  of  military  Parade,  but 
secretly  concerted,  prudently  condaeted|  &  adapted  to  the  Nature  of 
tbe  Enemy. 

With  many  kind  Wishes  &  much  Esteem, 
I  am  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Affect.  & 

Obed.  Hbble  Serv.   * 

Directed f 

To  The  Revd.  Mr.  Joseph  Montgomery  at  Sunbury. 
Indorsed  April  8. 
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Lx.  Col.  Wblthsb  to  Boa&b  o?  Wae,  1780. 

Northamberland,  April  9%  1780. 
HoB'dSir, 

Ifidoeed  I  tend  jou  a  Gopj  of  tb«  ^kpontion  of  one  Peter  BeDs 
who  was  lately  taken  nrisotier  by  the  Inoans  on  the  29^  of  March 
last  and  happily  made  his  escape  with  three  more  of  hii  fellow 
Bofferen. 

I  hate  been  informed  by  letter  from  Captain  SeKn  stationed  at 
Wyomins  that  there  were  tfiree  of  the  Inhabitants  of  diat  place 
itkea  prisoners  by  another  party  of  Indians  and  also  made  their 
escape,  killed  two  and  wonnded  three  of  the  Indians  and  bronght  in 
liz  rifles,  one  sword  and  two  Tomahawks.  They  say  npon  their 
way  np  the  river,  they  fell  in  npon  two  parties  of  Indians,  one  party 
25  ana  the  other  8  coming  down  to  fell  on  the  West  Branch. 

I  haye  this  moment  receiyed  an  express  from  die  West  Branch 
aboat  tweWe  miles  from  this  Town  that  the  Indians  have  killed  and 
Ktlped  one  man  and  two  Children,  took  one  woman  prisoner,  but 
she  happily  made  her  escape  from  them  in  the  niriit.  The  Country 
IB  very  mndi  alarmed,  and  likely  to  go  to  the  fli^t  as  they  cannot 
be  supplied  with  jiovinons,  ammunition,  or  flin^  these*  Commodi- 
ties hesDg  so  vsT'^^Arce.  I  have  manned  three  material  out  posts, 
vis*,  For^  "^  '  ^ds,  l*ort  Montgomery  and  Bosleys  mills.  It  is  cut 
i^*^^  ^er  to  scatter  my  men  any  more,  as  I  have  scarcely  as 
^^  flien  in  Town  as  will  man  2  pieces  of  artillery. 

^ihout  there  is  a  reinforcement  sent  to  man  the  West  Branch, 
I  do  really  think  the  Inhabitants  will  not  be  able  to  stand  their 
ground,  as  also  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provisions,  or  I  will  be 
obliged  to  eyaenate  the  post  myself 

I  am  Gentlemen  your    . 
mostob*  Serv* 

LUD,  WBLTNBR,  1/  CoK 
Com'. 

Copy. 

Directedf 
Hon'ble  Board  of  War  Philadelphia. 
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Wm,  Maclay  to  Couhcil,  1780. 

Banbuiy,  April  9Ui,  1780. 
Sir, 

A  Namber  of  Prisonersi  who  were  taken  by  the  Inttoie,  tnd 
earned  near  Tioga^  are*  jost  come  in,  ba^g  roae  on  the  Indiana 
killed  some,  dispersed  the  Rest  andeempleatlyefieoted  their  Eaoape; 
irhile  in  Possession  of  The  Indians  th^  had  the  following  infomift- 
tion :  That  one  handred  Indians  Uft  Niagara  last  Fall.  That  tkej 
rec'd  as  much  Gloathing  as  they  ^ukUd^  eaoh  man  four  BknketS| 
when  they  oame  about  f  ioga,  thi^y  fpubd  Fat  Cattle  whioh  ib^ 
killed,  and,  built  Tneqaselves  Houses.  They  g^ye  the  Prisoner^ 
some  of  the  Beef  which  was  very  S^ai  That..t)ies6  hnndred  Indiana 
all  set  off  to  war,  when  thpy  did.  (^/B.  we  kiM>w  only  of  three 
Parties  having  been  down  on  this  Cou^ity,  all  of  w^in  by  the  best 
Accounts,  amonnt  to  about  forty.)  That  they  c^pe^d  Co).  Brant 
with  one  hu|idred  &  fifty  Warrriora  eveiy  day.  Xha^  as  soon  as  the 
Leaves  were  green  five  hundred  and  fifty  liidians  would  strike  at 
different  Places  between  Scbeneotady  and  Fort  Pitt  That  the 
British  at  Niagara,  paid  them'  fifty  shillings  for  a  Qcalp  &  five 

g)unds  for  a  Prisoner.  That  Three  Tow4s  were  left  untouched,  by 
en^  Sullivan,  one  of  them  a  very  large  one:  The  Prij^oners  spoke 
to  them  of  Peace,  they  said  some  MohawJEs  had  mentioned  it  to  them 
But  they  would  make  none.  CoL  Hunter  this  moment  cMls  on  me, 
a  fourth  Party  of  Indians,  struck  la3t  nighf  at  nipeo'Clook  at  his 
Plantation  on  the  West  Branch  of  Susqueha^nah  about  fifteen  mile§ 
from  this  Place;  a  man  and  Child  were  killed  and  a  Woman  taken ; 
we  do  not  know  the  Strength  of  this  PaHjy  j  Tl^e  Iniiabitants  have 
been  flying  this  week  puy  I  believe  there  will  pot  be  o^e  Family 
in  Northumberland  ToWn  JSefore  to  morrow  morning.  I  will  not 
attempt  describing  our  distress.  The  German  Beg'  are  posted  at 
four  different  Places,  But  I  do  not  find  that  they  ever  stir  a  foot  oat 
of  their  posts  without  some  other  Support,  it  seems  likely  That  this 
Countv  will  be  totally  abandoned. 

And  while  the  English  continue  to  supply  the  Indians  at  I^agara, 
pay  them  and  support  them  as  at  Present,  Peace  with  the  Indians 
^in  my  opinion)  is  nnatainable.  We  ought  to  have  Niagara  cost  what 
it  will;  The  Reasons,  to  me  at  least  appear  many  &  strong;  The 
French  of  Detroit  would  instantly  declare  for  us,  and  by  means  of 
their  Influence,  The  Indian  Disturbances  would  be  quelled  in  the 
Whole  western  Region,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.  No  Pass  per- 
haps  in  the  World  commands  the  Communication  of  so  great  an 
Extent  of  Inland  Country;  of  what  vast  Consequences  to  the  united 
States,  would  the  Possession  of  this  place  be?  should  a  Treaty  of 
Peace  come  on  the  Carpet.  A  Small  armey  well  equipped,  secreey 
and  dispatch  are  most  certainly  all  that  can  be  necessary  for  this 
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iVnpofle.    Toa  may  easily  gaess  that  I  am  muoh  hurried  and  far 
from  bBiiig:ea07  in  nuiid,  as  I  have  m  Family  aaidat  thia  GoBfa- 
rioQ.    I  am  however  in  good  health  and  with  great  Begard. 
Sir  Y  moat  obed*  &  moat  HUe  Serv* 

W-.  MACLAT. 


DearSir^ 

As  I  have  not  time  to  Write  SndeaToaring  to  Balse  a  party  to 
follow  those  Savagee,  my  8entftd#Bli  \A  OMitaitfed  ia  the  above 
Letter. 

Tour  Homb^  8erf« 

8AM>  HUNTBR. 

Pahlio  Serriee. 

Timothv  Matlaek  Eiquire  Seevetaiy  to  the  Hon'ble  BxeoatiTe 
Conneil  of  Pennaylvania. 

V  fitTonr  of      ) 
CaptP  Boyd.     J 


BSSOLVB  OF  COKaBSSS,  1780. 

April  10^  1780, 

That  it  be  and  hereby  ie  reeommendod  to  the  Ckyfemora  or  Pre»- 
Uenta  of  the  Mrreral  States,  whe  giant  eoimniflaioM  for  pvifate 
TesMls  of  War,  that  on  the  baok  of  the  eommieaion  there  be  inserted 
t  minnte  desoriplioo'  of  the  persoMs  ef  ^  eaptain  and  his  lieatenanty 
with  their  age,  stature,  oomplezion  &  respeetifely  edrtiBed  by  the 
Oovemor  or  President  nnder  his  sad  of  offioe. 

That  where  oommiBsiotis  commonly  called  letters  of  Marque  and 
reprili],  are  gmn^  to  armed  yessek  going  on  mercantile  voyages, 
the  master  and  his  chief  mate  be  required  to  undersign  their  clear- 
ances in  the  presence  of  the  naval  officer  of  the  port,  who  is  also  to 
insert  on  the  back  ot  the  plearancfs  a  minate  deaoription  of  the 
persons  of  the  master  and  chief  mate,  with  thdr  acsi  statare,  com- 
plexion &0.  respectively!  and  to  certify  the  same  under  his  signature 
&  seal  of  office. 

Extract  from  the  minutM. 

QBO.  BOND,  Dep'y  sec'y. 
8* 
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Don  Juan  Db  MiBixm  to  Pbbs.  Bhbd,  1780. 

Mon  tres  oher  Monneur^ 

Devant  Ezpedier  piomptem*  la  Sohonner  Bnk  Skin^  Cap.  John 
Wilson,  poor  porter  des  Paqnets  an  (JonTemeor  de  la  Havana ;  ie 
Sonhaite  envojer  par  lad*  ooasion  irente  Barrils  de  &rinne  poor  la 
ProTisiony  de  ma  fiimille  &  de  mes  ParentB,  en  conaeqnenoe  je  prenda 
la  liberty  de  toos  prier  Monsieur  de  yonloir  m'en  aoooraer  la  Permiaion 
de  qnoj  je  yons  en  aorea  une  yerilable  reoonnoiaaanoe. 

J'aj  rhonneor  d'etre  aveo  toni  le  Beepeot  &e. 
Monsieur  Voire  tres  hum  &  ir£s  ob*  servit% 

JUAN'  De  MIRALLES  * 
Ce  10  avril,  1780. 
A  Son  Exo'«  JoB^  Reed,  Esq. 


Saml*  Hodgdon  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  April  10th. 

Sir, 

A  few  dajs  sinoe  I  waited  on  you  with  a  request  from  the  hon'Ue 
Board  of  War  for  an  Order  for  One  of  the  eight  howitsers  belongine 
to  the  Continent,  (by  loan)  now  in  die  possession  of  this  State— «ia 
I  haye  called  seyeral  times  sinoe,  for  answer,  but  not  haying  the 
happiness  to  fijod  7out  EzeeUenoy  at  homb,  haye  taken  the  liberty 
^  request  that  I  may  be  &youred  (by  the  bearer  or  as  soon  after  as 
w  oonvenient,)  with  an  order  for  obtaining  the  hoit,  as^the  Oentle- 
pian  who  is  to  titke  it  in  ohaige  is  arrived  from  Gamp. 
With  due  fespect, 

.  I  am  Your  most  Obt.  Seryi, 

SAML.  HODGDON,  D.  0.  G.  Ms. 

Directed, 
His  Bzoellenoy,  Joseph  Bieed,  Esq.,  Present. 
Com.  Gen.  Mil.  stores  Office. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  JUL,  p.  816.    He  is  allowed  to  ship  80  bamla  of 
flour  as  requested  above. 
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BoABD  OF  Wab  to  Pbks.  Bbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  April  11, 1780. 
Sir, 

Wd  have  the  honour  to  enclose  yon  a  copy  of  a  reaolntion  of 
CoDffress  paased  this  day,  direotinff  us  to  apply  to  yonr  Bzoellenoy 
ft  the  Supreme  executive  council  of  this  State  for  a  quantity  of 
forage  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  puhlic  horses  at  this 
post    We  shall  immediately  take  measures  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  horses  here  irhich  are  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
agreeably  to  the  determination  of  Congress  the  issues  of  forage  will 
be  restricted  to  them  :  in  the  mean  time  we  earnestly  request  your 
Excellency  and  the  Hon^^*  Council  will  be  pleased  to  cause  fifty  tons 
of  hay  &  five  hundred  bushels  of  Indian  Com  or  other  short  forage 
equiment  to  be  furnished  to  the  deputy  quarter  master  general  at 
this  post  as  speedily  as  possible,  as  the  horses  are  in  the  utmost  dan- 
ger of  starving.     Of  the  additional  quantity  of  forage  which  will  be 
vanted  here,  we  will  inform  your  Excellency  when  we  have  aacer** 
tained  the  number  of  horses  to  be  fed. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respecty 
y^Hir  J&taMtmifB 
most  obed<  Servant, 
By  order  of  the  Board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 
P.  S.    We  are  now  informed  that  after  this  night  there  will  be 
no  forage  for  any  of  the  public  horses* 

To  His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


RBSOLtmON  OP  CONOBESS,  1780. 

la  Congress,  April  11^  1780. 
Besolved,  that  the  Board  of  War  cause  enquiry  to  be  made  con- 
cerning the  State  of  the  Horsee  referred  to  in  the  Letter  firom  J. 
Cox  of  the  9^  and  take  order  for  the  preservation  of  such  as  are  the 
property  of  the  United  States — and  for  that  purpose  that  the  Board 
lequest  of  the  President  &  supreme  Bxeeutive  Council  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  so  much  of  the  forage  to  be  furnished  by  the  said 
State  agreeably  to  the  resolvttoB  of  Congress  of  25*  Ksbniary  last  as 
the  Boud  may  think  necessary 

Extract  from  the.mintiteSi 

CHABLBS  THOMSON,  See'y. 
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Prbs.  Rbbd  to  Col.  Jacob  Stboud,  &o.,  1780. 

GeDtlemen, 

We  receiTed  year  Favoui  bj  M'  Kortright  &  syinmitbiie  irith  joa 
in  tbe  Distress  wbich  tbis  nnezpected  and  cruel  InTssion  of  the 
Savages  bas  occasioned.  We  baye  as  tbe  first  Step  of  Relief  deliv- 
ered M'  Kortrigbt  200'*  of  Powder  800  Lead  &  500  Flints  which 
will  be  delivered  by  bim  to  M'  Kacklin  Lientenant  of  tbe  Goonty  to 
be  forwarded  to  tbe  Places  wbere  most  wanted.  We  must  reoom- 
mend  to  you  great  oare  in  keeping  as  well  as  Oeconomy  in  unng  the 
Ammunition  as  it  is  grown  a  very  scarce  &  difficult  Article  to  be 
procured.  We  have  b!So  directed  CoL  Eacklin  to  order  out  a  Class 
of  tbe  Militia  on  Tour  of  Duty  to  march  up  to.your  Townsbips  with 
as  little  Delay  as  possible.  At  the  same  Itme  we  cannot  help  ex- 
pressing our  Apprehensions  that  the  Benefit  you  will  derive  from 
them  will  not  be  any  way  proportioned  to  tbe  ezpenc^  Trouble  & 
Difficulty  occasioned  by  tbe  Measure.  We  have  often  used  the  same 
Expedient  but  do  not  recollect  that  any  Captive  or  Plunder  was 
regained  thereby  or  any  of  tbe  Savages  killed — We  would  therefore 
recommend  to  you  to  encourag^  tbeyoong  Men  to  hire  out  in  small 
Parties  to  endeavour  to  strike  the  Enemy  near  ffome  &  give  them 
the  AUrm  for  their  own  Safety.  We  wodd  gladly  support  &  pro- 
mote such  a  Measure  &  bav.e  th«rei»re  aotboriied  the  laeutenant  of 
tbe  County  to  offer  ,1§0&  Dollatfa  for  every  Indian  or  Tory  Prisoner 
taken  in  Arms  aniinst  us  &  1000  Dollars  for  every  Indian  Scaln. 
We  .are  fully  satisfied  that  tbe  Frontiers  will  never  have  Peace  whue 
the*  Country  wiiittf  for  tbe  Enemy  but  on  tbe  other  Hand  it  wUl  be  in 
tiieir  Power  with  fdw  and  smaU  Parties  to  harass  &  distress  them 
greatly. 

M'  Yancampen  being  well  acquainted  with  many  of  our*  ptiUidt 
Difficulties  &  particularly  tbe'State  of  oqr  Treasury  it  will  easi^  be 
seen  bow  difficult  it  is  to  do  more  than  we  have  done,  &  we  are  per- 
suaded you  will  believe  that  nothing,  bas  been  wanting  or  shall  be 
to  relieve  &  support  you.  I  am  Gentlemen^ 

Yeur  most  01)^. 

&  very  Hbble  Servt. 

P.  8.  HkVikig  had  sondry  loose  Complaints  against  your  Pliy- 
master  M'  Be^m  we  have  fre(}peiitly  wrote  to  bim  but  as  no  partieu- 
lar  Charge  is  brought  4^  he  denies  having  given  any  Cause  of 
Complaint  we  must  desii^  you  to  ppint  out  tbe  PersoM  &  Circum-i 
stances  who  have  been  so  long  kept  out  of  their  Money  that  Justiee 
may  be  done  which  is  our  hearty  Wish  &  Desire;  • 

To  Cel.  Jecob  8te>iid  John  Yanoampeii  &  Nidiolas  Depui  Bsq» 

Northampton  County.* 
Indorsed,  Ap.  11,  1780, 

♦  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  812, 
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Jajus  Oamblb  to  Ookqrbbs,  1780. 

Phikdelplua,  ApriU  11%  1780. 
To  tli«  Hononrabb  CoDgress, 

Tow  MemovMiBte  naaw  haA  bsen  tftkes-dewii  for  a  nSiitui  snu^ 
wUdi  I  #oQ'd  Cbeerfolly  eoMent  lo^  did  I  net  kbouc  under  naDV 
d]Bi|reeftblei  memtatMnto^  wlutk  I  am  in  liopas  jonr  Hoaonr*  wiU 
eoonder^  The  first  ii  tbir  Mug  bred  ten  tbe  tea,  I  have  never  leant 
tbe  «se  of  anafi  aroMl,  nor  been  aoonstonied  to  long  marobei,  nol 
oalj  thai  but  nafertaoately  I  Shipt  on  Board  the  Bi^^  Beto7  of  this 
|>Qrty  in  Maroh  1776  fur  Cork  &  U>  retare  heie  Imnediatel;  a^D| 
but  instead  of  that  oar  owners  fork  &  J^overs,  Itad  gaye  pnvate 
lostmetiona  .to  sell  the  Vessel^  so  afler  discharging  oar  Gurgo  at 
Cork,  we  got  ordetato  proceed  to  Bristol  in  England,  there  sold  the 
TesBel,  and  I  choee  rather  to  retnnf  whene  to*  Ireland- than  enter  into 
the  British  serviee,  thoagh  I  had  many  offers  of  preferment^  I  staid 
at  whome  8  years,  still  expecting  an  oppertnnity  of  returning  here 
Again,  bat  eooM  get  none  till,  at  last  I  ventured  -to  ship  from  Lon- 
donderry to  Jamaioa,  from  thenoe  I  shipt  on  Board  the  Sloop  Terri- 
able  Bound  to  Newyork;  but  on  oar  paiHMM  this  2Q^  of  A^Oat  last, 
with  the  assistance  of  3  New  england  laib  I  Gaptor'd  this  Vessel, 
and  Brought  her  in  hare,  from  these  Gironmstances  I  hope  yoor 
Honours  will  ezeuse  me  from  Militia  daty,  But  if  yoor  Honours 
Should  think  proper. to  order  me  on  board  any  your  Ships  of  War, 
or  shoo'd  the<eniihy.iidvtti^  . towards' this  Ci<^  I  will  Cheerfully 
comply  with  your  Honours  orders,  vour  Honours  sees  the  danger  of 
my  faUittg  into  the  Enimays  hands  Dettor  than  I  can  desciibe  there^ 
ftre  I  een'd  wish  to  be  Statien^  )&  that  8it«at»(»i  wh«iH»  I  might  be 
able  to  defend  myself  from  the  mercileM  eadmy. 

IVom  ywur-Hotteuito 

Most  obedient^  Benrtp 

JAM£^  GAMBLE.    . 
Diredbd, 

To  The  JSononiable  Gonti&eatal  Congness. 
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C.  J.  Thos.  MoEbah  to  P&bs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

The  Beareri  Serjeant  Oeorge  Dalselli  brougkt  it  prisoner  from 
York  town  Qoal  to  this  city  for  trial,  by  order  (»  the  Sheriff  of  York 
ooutty^  who  paid  him  in  part  for  hk  troaUe  (aa  the  Bearer  aajs) 
thirty  dollars.  I  mvui  beg  leave  to  re£»r  him  to  Cdaadl  for  further 
eompensatioD.  The  prisoner  was  aeensed  of  gmdiag  the  Enemy  to 
the  crooked  billet^*  and  of  being  very  active  in  the  eraeltie  sperpe* 
trated  there  on  the  Militia  of  thia  State,  bat  the  principal  Witnesi^ 
who  was  likewise  ccmfined  in  York  town  Goal,  hmi  made  hia  eaoape. 
I  am^  Siri  with  yery  great  regard. 
Your  moA  obedient  servant^ 

THO.  M'KKAN. 
Philadelphia,  April  llth,  1780. 

His  Ezcellen^yi  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  of  Pennsyt 
vania. 

By  Seijeant  Qeo.  Dalnll. 


Gxo.  Wall  to  Gskl.  Laoiy,  1780. 

My  friendi 

I  have  been  jnsi  new  informed  from  good  anthority,  which  I 
believe  to  be  tme,  that  Coogler  had  a  large  store  of  wheat  concealed 
in  his  garret,  while  tibe  tBetoy  was  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  the  Tories 
brought  it  there  in  the  night — his  House  has  been  a  Oontinuai 
BendezYOUS  for  Tories,  Befc^ees  and  Deserters  ever  since  the  war, 
and  it  is  my  opinion  he  now  holds  a  Correspondence  with  the  enemyi 
his  Ferry  and  all  his  Boats  ought  to  be  taken  from  him,  as  he  does 
a  Deal  of  Mischief  in  Crossing  Disaffected  People  over  in  these  lines. 
He  is  a  Person  whose  general  Conduct  has  been  an  enemy  to  the 
States,  as  well  as  many  of  his  neighbours. 

GEOBGE  WALL. 
Directed^ 
For  General  Lacey. 

IndoTBed,  From  Gen.  Wall.  Agent  for  Confiscated  Estates.  Bocks 
Co.,  April  12, 1780. 

♦  See  VoL  VI.,  p.  471,  600. 
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Pbbs.  Rbbd  to  Got.  Gbo!  Cuhton  or  N.  T.,  1780. 

Plu]ad\  April  12th,  1780 
Sir, 

Tour  FaTOur  of  the  11th  Miurdi*  has  been  duly  reoeWed  &  in 
Answer  thereto  beg  Leare  to  inform  yonr  Exoell'  That  the  Proviaion 
made  lor  the  Pennajlyania  Troops  in  Addition  to  the  Pay  k  Allow- 
anee  of  Congress  are  as  follows.  To  the  Officers^  One  Uniform  sidt, 
ooansting  of  a  Coat,  Waisteoat  2  Pair  fteeehes,  8  Shirts,  8  panr  of 
Stockings,  3  pair  of  Shoes  &  3  Stocks  annually  daring  their  being 
in  aetoal  Serrioe.  To  every  Oifioer  &  Private  daring  saeh  Service 
certain  ennmeiated  Articles  of  Stores  eonsistinj^  of  Rom,  Sngar,  Tea, 
CoffiM  &  Soap,  in  the  follow*  Proportions  vu.For  each  £ition  yf 
Week,  one  I^nt  of  Bam  at  the  Bate  of  5&  ^  Gall,  iib  Sngar  at  the 
Bateoff^Sb^losof  Teaat  12s.  f  lb,  ^ft  Tobaoco  at  9d%>ft 
haid  Soap  at  |  %l  ib. 

By  a  Lav  of  the  State  the  half  Pay  given  by  Congress  Ibr  7  Tears 
is  extended  to  life  under  certain  Limitations  &  Restrictions,  And 
at  the  hst  Sesdons  the  Hoose  of  Assembly  voted  Land  in  the  follow- 
ing  Fh)portions;  vis. 

A  Major  QtnK  2000  Acres. 
,  ABrigsdbr      1500 

A  Colonel         1000 

J/  CoJ.  760 

Snrgeon  600 

Major  600 

ChapUin  600 

Captain  500 

Lientenant  400 

Bnsign  800 

Sergeant  250 

Private  200 

These  lands  to  be  free  from  Taxes  while  in  the  Hands  of  the 
immediate  Grantee.  The  Widow  or  Children  of  every  Officer  or 
Soldier  &lIiog  in  Battle  is  entitled  to  the  Land  the  nnsband  or 
Father  would  have  had  if  he  had  lived. 

The  Provision  for  disabled  Soldiers  is  a  Pension  ordered  by  the 
Orphan's  Court  of  the  Connty  payable  b^  the  County  Treasurer  not 
exceeding  half  Pay  &  Rations.  The  Provision  for  Widows  &  Orphans 
is  under  the  same  Direction  but  the  Court  has  a  discretionid  Power 
a8  to  the  Amount  of  the  Pension  or  Annuity. 

Thus,  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  your  Exoell^  a  compendious 
Tiew  of  our  System  it  doubtless  admits  of  (oany  Amendments,  but 
hitherto  it  has  proved  satisfaotorv  to  the  Army.  In  the  hasty  Remo- 
val from  this  Citv  on  the  Invasion  of  the  Enemy,  the  whole  of  our 
Laws  passed  to  that  Period  were  left  soras  to  fidl  into  the  Bnemy's 
Hands.  It  is  in  Contemplation  to  print  a  new  edition  as  soon  n$ 
*  Bee  page  132. 
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thftfr  is  done  or  if  any  of  Uio  Miesing  Copies  can  be  proonred  Idiall 
immediately  forward  a 'complete  Sett.  I  esteem  mjself  happy  in 
thid  ft  .every  other  Oeoadoa  to  express  the  Respeot  ft  Esteem  with 
whioh  I  am, 

Yoor  Ezoell'y 

MostObecLftreiy 

HhUeSerr' 

Hk  Ezodl'y  6Mi«t  OlitttDB  EK}.  Qov.  of  tbe  Stete  vX  New  Tok. 


QiKs.  <Jk6.  WisffmGTON  TO  Prbs.  Rsed. 


Sir,. 


-•■^  ij 


Hflitd  Q".  Horrifl  Town,  April  12, 1780. 


oat 


7,000 

850 

850 

4,000 

280 

1,000 

8,000 

1,600 

1,200 

600 

560 

1,000 

3,083 


Hay. 

150 

40 

40 

80 

40 

20 

60 

40 

180 

.200 

180 

200 

470 


OonSnni. 


Since  I  had  the  Honor  of  addressing  yonr  Exoelleiioy  on  the  9th 
ListaiifA  of  iransmfttin^  yod  at  that  time  a  Letter  of  the  26th  nit.  on 
Hie.Bnbjeot  of  the  gnp^lies  to  be  famished  by  yonr  Stite  in  oonse- 
qwenoe  of  the  Act^fOongi^ssof  tEed6thof  Fobmaiy — ^I  have  mere 
matnrely  considered  the  point,  with  respect  to  the  {^aoes  %t  whieh 
they  should  be  deposited;  atid  I  \kg  leave  to  inform  yon  it  appears 
me,  that  they  should  be  ooUeoted  at  the  ibUowing  places  ft  in  the 
proportions  set  against  them  rei^^eotively* 

PUo6f  ofDttpodt.  BtfvAi 

Port  Pitt  ^00 

Ligonier  300 

Bedford  '  800 

Carlisle  800 

Torktown  100 

Estherton  .  200 

Sunbury  1,000 

Wyoming      ....  600 

Lancsst^t  500 

Leba^oh  '  200 

Heading  200 

Baattowu  20,000 

Philadelphia  13,500 


7,600 

2,000 

2,000 

4,000 

2,000 

1,000 

8,000 

2,000 

14,000 

10,000 

14,000 

70,000 

68,500 


40,000t24,423|l,700)200,000 
*  The  ultimate  places  o^  deposit  pf  the  salt  most  begoverned  by  the. 
mequieition  of  ttie  OonunissarydeneraL    I  have  tho  Honor  to  be  with 
the  greatiest  respect  and  esteeni .... 

Yr  ExoeUency's 

Moat  Obed«  Servsat, 

G«.  WASHINGTON.* 
Directed,  •  ,      .     i 

His  Excell'y  President  Beef. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.  Vol.  XII.,  p.  818,  and  p.  146  of  tlds. 
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Col.  L.  Nicola  to  Fbbs.  Bsbd,  1780. 

Sir, 

Two  Mtilon  who  left  theOvud  tbip  last  Klardaj  moning  mj  tha 
fleet  coDseCiiig  of  2d  sail,  to.,  the  rainbow  of  40  Oans,  the  only 
kiog^a  ahip,  the  reat  ahipa  k  hnga,  eoBoept  6  aehoonera  ft  aloopai 
Buled  on  Friday  afternoon.  The  veaaela  were  crowded  with  aoldief8| 
laid  to  be  2000;  their  deatination  not  known.  In  New  York 
harbonr  the  Bnaad  of  74  ft  2  rioopa  of  war,  they  know  nothing  of 
another  embarkation.  It  was  re|K>rted  many  inhabitanta  of  New 
lork  were  preparing  to  remoTe  to  Charleston.  None  of  the  Cork  fleet 
aa  yet  arrtTed,  aevml  of  them  are  anppoaed  to  haTt  been  forced  to 
the  weat  indies  by  the  severity  of  the  weather. 

Permit  me  to  aasore  yon  that  I  am,  with  respect^ 
Tour  Ezoell^acies  moat  obedH  servt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  «. 
April  13th,  1780. 
IHrectedf 
HjB  BxeeOeney,  Joseph  Seed,  President  of  the  State. 


Tvfis.  EsxD  TO  BoARi)  OF  Wai^  178Q. 

GenUen^en : 

I  reeeived  yonr  Faronr  of  the  11<**  Inst  requesting  ns  to  oanse  50 
TosB  of  Hay  &  600  Bnshels  of  Indian  Com  to  be  deiirered  to  the 
l^  Qf  M'— umI  also  incloring  a  Besolntion  of  Congress  to  the  like 
Bffisot,  both  whieh  hate  been  laid  before  the  Oonnoil.  As  they  are 
e?ident]y  fonnded  upon  a  Mistake,  it  is  thought  necessary  to  give 
yon  a  State  of  the  Business,  which  it  is  apprehended  will  afibrd  yon 
tke  lBf(»ination  necessary  to  rectify  it.  Before  we  had  Money  or 
Means  to  proenre  any  Supplies,  &  even  before  the  Appointment  of 
our  Officers,  We  were  called  upon  to  find  pnbtidc  Horses  then  starring. 
Id  addition  to  the  Nnmber  oonstantly  kept  at  this  Post,  we  were 
informed  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Delaware  State,  tho^  abounding  in 
Forage,  had  refased  to  keep  what  were  sent  into  that  State  upon 
Credit,  &  140  were  arrived  in  this  City,  &  more  might  be  expected. 
We  in  Haste  appointed  our  Officers,  &  sent  them  to  work  on  Credit; 
they  were  so  Bueoessfull  as  to  procure  an  immediate  Supply;— 
But,  to  know  the  Extent  of  the  Necessity,  ft  the  Provision  to  be 
made,  they  were  sent  to  the  Forage  Master  k  this  City  to  ascertain 
the  Iflsue  ;-^by  him  they  were  told^  that  the  average  Consumption 

♦  Fage  176. 
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of  this  City  was  10  Tons  ^  Day,  which,  at  14lb.  for  each  Horse,  sap- 
poses  1400  Horses  in  this  City  to  be  provided  by  the  publick.  Large 
as  the  Consnmption  appeared,  we  were  endeavonring  to  provide  as 
far  as  we  ooold  for  present  Necessity — ^for  as  to  procorinff  Hay  at 
this  Time  saffioieat  for  eaoh  a  Oonsnmption,  it  is  impossible;  it  is 
BOt  to  be  had  for  any  Money  oc  at  any  Price  whatever;  it  really 
does  not  exist.  Whale  we  were  exerting  oorselves  to  the  ntmost,  ft 
straining  onr  personal  Infioenoe  &  Credit,  the  Oommiasi<mer  for 
Porohases  informed  me  last  Sunday,  that  64  poor  Horses  were  jost 
arrived  from  Delaware,  in  Addirion  to  the  former,  for  that  the  People 
woald  keep  them  no  longer;  200  are  also  sent  up  by  Chester  Ooaiitj. 
I  then  spoke  to  M'  Cox,  assistant  Q'  Master,  upon  the  Snbjeot,  & 
asked  him  why  the  City  was  made  the  Receptacle  of  the  poor  Horses 
from  other  States ;  he  informed  me  that  the  People  woidd  not  keep 
them,  not  beeanae  they  had  not  Forage,  bnt  because  they  would  not 
give  farther  Credit..  I  then  told  him  that  it  could  answer  no  Parpoes 
for  the  Preservation  of  the  Horses  to  bring  them  here,  because,  how- 
ever willing  the  People  might  be  to  assist  &  give  the  Credit  refused 
by  others,  there  was  not  Forage — that  the  old  Stock  was  so  near 
exhausted,  that,  unless  Impossibilities  were  expected,  the  Horses  must 
also  die  here.  That,  to  support  the  present  Consumption  was  inaprao- 
ticable ;  ft  therefore  to  add  to  it  by  pouring  in  all  the  poor  Horses 
from  distanlf  Posts  would  only  increase  &  accumulate  the  Diatress. 
Upon  this,  we  suppose,  the  Representation  was  made,  &  the  Resolve 
k  your  Letter  framed,  which  implies  an  Ability  we  do  not  possess, 
unless  it  is  intended  to  consume  the  whole  Stock  on  Hand  in  a  few 
Days,  &  leave  the  Dbtcess  of  to  morrow  wholly  unprovided  for, 
however  important  &  necessary  its  Demands.  We  have  this  Day 
called  upon  the  Commissioners  to  know,  not  what  can  be  procured  so 
as  to  serve  the  Consumption  at  this  Post,  but  what  there  is  within 
Beach ;  &  are  infcNrmed  they  cannot  learn  that  there  are  more  than 
100  Tons-^— except  dbont  half  this  Quantity  heretofore  engaged 
by  the  Quarter  Masters,  &  which  still  is  upon  League  Island,  belonging 
to  one  Kinny ,  &  which  our  Commissioners  weie  in  Pursuit  of  to  satisfy 
the  present  Exigence,  when  they  were  informed  that  it  had  been 
already  sold  to  the  Publick. 

We  beg  Leave  now  to  inform  you  that  there  are  above  3000 
Horses  in  this  State,  which  have  been  kept  thro'  this  Winter  on 
Credit — that  we  have  used  our  Influence  on  the  Inhabitants  to  oon- 
tinue  stili  to  keep  them ;  that  there  are  now  20  Millions  of  Dollars  due 
to  the  People  of  this  State  from  the  Commissary  &  Quarter  Master^s 
Departments  on  CertiJQcates-r-that  our  Treasury  is  quite  exhausted 
for  Continental  Demands,  so  that  the  most  minute  Expences  of 
Government  are  unpaid — that  under  these  Circumstances  we  do  hope 
the  Burthen  may  not  go  on  to  be  increased  beyond  what  we  are  able 
to  bear.  And  that  Congress  would  do  us  the  Justice  to  believe  we 
are  directing  our  whole  Time^  Labour  &  Credit  &  Influence  to  relieve 
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ihe  present  Crisis.    If  jou  think  this  Informfttion  wonld  be  of  anj 
Use  to  Congress,  yon  hftTe  our  Consent  to  ffive  it.    I  am,  Oent., 
Your  Obed.  &  jery  Hbble  Senrt 


Philadrlphia  Libbart  Co.  to  CouHoiLy  1780. 

Gentlemen : 

The  Sobeeribers  being  a  Committee  appointed  by  a  board  of 
IMreetors  of  the  Philadelphia  Library  Company  to  make  '*  applioatioo 
"  to  the  proper  Persons  or  Powers  for  obtaining  a  safe  Passport  for 
''  sandrj  Books  intended  for  the  said  Company,  now  lying  at  New 
York/'  beg  leaTO  to  lay  the  minnte  of  the  board.  Letter  of  Advioa 
&  List  of  said  books  before  the  honorable  Ooooeil,  and  repeat  the 
favor  of  their  Advice  &  Assistance  in  compleating  the  object  of  their 
appointment 
Wears, 

with  sentiments  of  Esteem  and  Bespect, 
Gentlemen, 

Yonr  moat  obedient, 

homble  Servants,* 

JOSIAH  HEWES, 
JO.  8TANSBURY. 
Philadelphia,  14<^  April,  1780. 
Dtrededj 

To  His  Ezoelleney  the  President,  Vice  P^dent  and  Members  of 
the  Snpreme  Ezecntive  ConnoU  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 


CoL.  Stbphsn  Motlan  to  Pbb8.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Colchester,  lA^  April,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Besolve  of  Congress  passed  the  15^  March,  1779,  respecting 
the  Corps  of  Lieht  I)ragoon8,  has  bnt  very  lately  come  to  my 
knowledge,  probably  owing  to  the  dnty  if  that  part  of  the  Army 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  command,  being  generally  employed  on 
the  enemies  Lines ;  and  of  course  we  are  not  regularly  supplied  with 
tbe  General  Orders. 

I  have  furnished  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  with  a 
General  Betum,  conformable  to  that  BesoWe— and  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  inclosing  a  Betum  of  those  in  the  4^  Begiment,  who  belong 
to  the  State  of  Pennsylyania,  which  I  bcff  you  will  ky  before  the 
house,  or  those  who  are  authorised  by  the  executive  pari  of  the 
Government  to  attend  to  that  business. 

*  See  GoL  Bee,  YcL  Xn*,  p.  318. 
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If  your  ExoelleDoy  shoald  think  it  necessary  to  haTe  a  Betmn  of 
tbose  whose  times  have  expired;  &  are  discharged,  belongiDg  to  yoor 
State;  I  will,  on  receipt  of  joux  orders,  make  one^ont 

M'  John  Snllivan,  mentioned  in  this  Betom  as  belonging  to  the 
state,  has  not  been  long  enough  in  iUnerica  to  have  gainwl  a  Settle- 
ment in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  but  as  I  made  him  the  offer 
of  a  LientQuam^in  the  SUgjm^nt  duiing  Us  Sojonm  in  Philadelphia, 
I  haye  Sett  him  down  as  appertaining  to  Pennsylyania,  which  is 
agreeable  to  the  Besolve  of  Congress  before  mentioned,  be  is  a 
yoniig  gentleman  of  some  fortune,  and  one  'that  I  have  everr 
reason  to  think,  will  do  honor  to  himself,  and  to  the  State  of  whieh 
he  is  to  be  a  member* 

I  hare  great  satis&otion  in  assuring  the  Leffislature  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  that  no  men  in  the  army  have  done  their  duty  with  more 
alacrity  Aan  those  in  the  4<>'  Regiment  of  light  Dragoons,  who 
belong  to  that  State,  have  done. 

I  haye  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir.  your  most  obed*  H.  S', 

STEPHEN  MOriiAN. 
Directed, 

Publiok  Servioe. 

His  ExcellenoT  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pensylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Qsv«  Hakd  to  Pbbs.  Bbid,  178.0* 

Camp,  near  Mendham,  April  14%  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  DeserUon 
still  prevaila  in  the  4^  &  11*''  Penn*  Regiments  to  a  shameful  and 
surprising  degree;  no  less  than  24  have  gone  off  from  the4%& 
from  the  11'^  41  have  gone  since  the  present  year  commenced.  I 
apprehend  many  of  them  have  gone  towards  Philadelphia,  in  order 
to  get  on  Board  some  of  the  ships  of  war  that  sail  from  the  Dela^ware ; 
have  therefore  intrusted  Capt"  McQowen  of  the  4*^,  &  Qapt*"  Ja^kaoa 
of  the  11'^,  who  are  now  in  Pbiladelphia,  to  endeavour  to  secure  as 
many  of  them  as  possible;  and  as  I  can't  possibly  furnish  them  with 
parties  to  assist  them  in  the  execution  of  this  duty,  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  directing  them  to  wait  on  your  Excellency,  not  doubting 
your  readiness  to  give  them  every  adviee  and  assistance  necesaaiy  on 
the  occasion, 

X  have  the  Honour.to.be,  Sir, 
with  much  respect, 

Tour  Kifi^  moat  obed* 

&  mo^t  Hbble.  Servant, 
EWD*  HAND. 
His  Excell'y,  Joseph- Reed,  Bsq'i 
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BBSOLimoH  ta  GmaxEBBj  1780. 

In  CoDgreaSy  April  ISth^  1780. 
BefloWed, 

Thai  anj  State  which  shall  farniBh  the  officers  pf  the  hoflpital 
and  medieal  staff,  j^eloDgiiig  to  sneh  state  hi  the  senrice  or  the 
United  States,  with  such  artieles  of  cloathing  as  those  offioers  are 
respectiveij  entitled  to,  hj  a  resolotion  of  Congress  of  the  20th 
No^emher,  1779,  and  make  retnms  thereof  to  the  Clothier  general, 
riiall  haTe  credit  for  sneh  supplies  in  their  aoconnt  with  the  United 
States. 

Extract  from  the  minntes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seer. 
Indorsed, 

1780,  April  18th,  Besolve  of  Congress;  reoommending  snppljs 
for  Officers  of  Hospital  and  Medieal  sUff. 


UmrsD  States  Trbasubbk  to  Frxs.  Bbed,  1780. 

Sir, 

We  inclose  yon  a  state  of  tho  Tax  account  of  Pennsjlvaniai  to 
which  we  begyonr  attention.  We  shall  be  careful  to  confine  our 
Reports  for  Warrants,  to  the  exact  Amount,  and,  as  larse  Sums 
are  due  from  the  United  States  to  the  InbaUtants  of  the  State, 
shall,  as  for  as  possible,  appropriate  the  Continental  Taxes  thereof 
within  the  same,  which  we  suppose  will  be  both  more  conyenient  & 
more  agreeable.  Cases  may  occur  in  which  this  Bule  cannot  be 
adhered  to,  but  they  will  not  be  more  frequent  than  is  absolutely 
necessary.  The  Draught  lately  made,  and  those  now  making,  are 
Intended  to  discharge,  as  far  as  practicable.  Debts  now  owing  from 
the  Public,  as  well  as  to  keep  the  supplies  from  failing  in  the  In- 
terim, till  the  Stete  Purchases  take  Efiect  The  Resolutton  of  Con- 
gress of  the  18th  of  March,  ult.,  will  shew  the  BeaSon  of  including 
the  Tastes  of  January  and  Febroatyi  1780.  I  have  the  Honor  to 
be,  with  the  greatest  Acspect, 

your  Excellencys  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  seryant, 
By  order, 

JOHN  GIBSON, 
President. 
United  States  Treasui^  Office,  Philadelphia,  18  April,  1780. 
DirecUdf 
To  his  Excellency  President  Beed. 
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JoHK  Mitchell  to  Pbes.  TLmbDj  1780. 

Philadelphia,  15  April,  1780. 
Sir, 

Major  Beoj.  Evres  having  compleated  the  CarpeDtera  Work  m- 
cessaryat  the  Bridge  over  Schujlkillat  the  Middle  Ferry,  and  being 
in  great  want  of  money,  having  advanced  a  oondderable  part  d 
the  sam  to  the  Workmen,  being  at  present  destitute  of  Cash  to 
discharge  the  Debts  of  my  Department,  and  aprehencive  that  it 
will  be  attended  with  great  loss  to  Major  Eyres  if  he  is  not  pud  i 
and  he  having  informed  me  of  his  aplication  to  your  Ezoellency 
and  the  Hon'ble  the  Ezecntive  Council,  for  relief  &  assLstanoe,  and 
in  consequence  of  such  aplication,  had  received  a  Letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Hon'ble  Uoancil,  in  which  they  have  been  pleased 
to  express  their  Willingness  to  grant  the  assistance  necessary  for 
this  purpose,  If  aplied  for  by  me,  with  promise  to  repay  the  sum 
out  of  the  first  Warrant,  or  moneys  Granted  by  the  Hon'ble  the 
Continental  Congress,  for  the  Payment  of  the  Quarter  Master 
Generals  Debts. 

I  beg  leave  to  return  your  Excellency  &  the  Councnl  my  sincere 
acknowledgement  for  your  assistance,  and  will  take  care  that  out  of 
the  first  moneys  coming  into  my  Hands  for  Publick  uses,  the  sum 
advanced  by  you  shall  be  punctualy  repaid.  There  is  some  Iron 
Work  yet  necessary  to  be  done  to  the  Bridge,  but  the  Workmen 
refuse  to  go  on  with  it  without  a  promise  of  immediate  pay ;  this  I 
am  not  in  a  condition  to  perform,  from  the  reasons  before  given, 
but  as  I  have  Publick  Iron  sufficient,  the  expence  of  the  Workman- 
ship will  not,  I  believe,  be,  above  three  or  four  thousand  Dollars. 
If  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  will  be  pleased  to  enable  me 
to  oompleat  this  Work,  it  will  make  the  Bridge  perfectly  secure, 
and  I  will  repay  this  sum  with  the  other  out  of  the  first  moneys 
that  come  to  my  hands  for  Publick  use. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  great  respect, 

your  Exoellencys  most 

obed.  humble  serv*, 

J*  MITCHELL,  D.  Q.  M.  Q».* 

Directedf 

Ta  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XXL,  p.  817, 821. 
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Chbisiiah  Wiktz  to  Pbis.  Bsxd,  1780. 

Lanoaster^  April  15ih,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  sony  that  I  am  necessitated  to  take  your  attention,  with 
respect  to  the  pnrchanng  of  supplies  according  to  the  direetions  of 
Conndl^  at  so  early  a  period. 

Since  my  appointment  as  Commisstoner  of  Purchases,  and  return 
from  the  C^ty,  I  have  heen  through  the  different  parts  of  the 
County,  appointing  Assistants,  but,  very  reluctantly,  am  obliged  to 
inform  yoB  that  tbey  have  since  made  report,  their  not  being  able 
to  purcnase  a  sinde  Article,  on  the  credit  of  the  money  to  be 
emitted,  of  this,  I  have  also  had  experience ;  those  supplies  which 
I  have  procured  (&  but  trifeling)  have  heen  on  my  own  Credit. 

The  Demands  of  Forage  made  by  Col.  Marsteller,  Commissary 
of  Foraffe,  are  very  pressing  and  extensive;  even  too  large  to  he 
eoileeted  at  this  Time  of  the  Season. 

There  are  distributed  in  this  County  between  Four  and  Five 
hundred  Continental  Horses,  exclusive  of  Teams,  &o.,  which  are  all 
made  returns  of  to  me.  These  inevitably  will  consume  large  Quan- 
tities of  Food,  and  in  the  present  situation  I  am  unable  to  provide 
sufficient  to  supply  them.  The  old  Department  have  not  a  handful 
of  any  kind  of  Forage  in  Store,  notwithstanding  considerable  quan- 
tities, outstanding  and  uncollected,  still  the  demands  by  the  Com- 
missary of  Forage  are  made  so  very  pressing  upon  me.  I  farther 
unde];^taod  that  two  thirds  of  the  Horses  are  fit  for  service.  For  a 
more  particular  aooonnt  of  the  eircumstanoes  we  are  in,  I  refer  your 
Excellency  to  my  son  and  assistant  in  the  Department,  who  is  the 
bearer  of  this  Letter. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
your  Sxcellenoys  most 
obd.  &  Humble  Serv*, 

CHRISTIAN  WIBTZ, 
Gomm*"  of  Pui«  for  Lancaster  Co^. 


(On  public  Service.)    To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr., , 
President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  CouncU,  Philadelphia. 
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OoL.  Harmab  to  P&sd.  AtEi)^  1780* 

Camp^  aotr  Homs  Town,  April  16th,  1780. 
Sir, 

As  the  Inspeoting  and  Mustering  Departments  are  now  incorpo- 
rated, I  do  myself  the  Honor  of  transmitting  your  Excellency  an 
abstract  of  the  Muster  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  for  last  month. 
The  Troops  are  in  great  Want  of  Hats,  Shirts,  and  Blankets, 
otherwise  they  are  as  well  (if  not  better)  clothed  than  any  other  ia 
the  Army. 

I  shall  continue  to  render  your  Excellency,  at  future  Muster,  a 
^te  of  the  Division,  and  am, 

with  the  greatest  Bespeci) 
your  ExeeDeiioito  most 

h'Me  ft  ofc«d«  serv*, 

JOS.  HARMAR, 
[L*  CoL  Com*  6*>»  P.  R. 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Phssident  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Honored  *$  General  St.  Clair. 


OoL.  Jacob  Stroxtb  va  Pabs.  Ibm>,  1780. 

Lower-smithfield  April  ye  17,^780. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Inoonragements  we  have  received  from  yonr  Honour  by  Mr. 
Gourtright  has  Froved  a  great  Satisfaefiion  to  our  Bleeding  Cantry 
and  their  Distress  which  we  hope  that  by  our  Receiving  assistanoe 
and  making  a  stand  may  be  a  Remedy  of  some  Relief  to  our  Dis- 
tressed frontiers  and  put  Some  Stop  to  Incursions  of  the  Indians 
being  so  great  that  we  are  putting  our  Selves  in  the  best  Situation 
Lying  in  our  Power  of  Defenc  and  Keeping  out  SmaU  Scouts  in  or- 
der to  Discover  them  afor  they  fall  on  the  Inhabitants  and  are  ia 
hopes  that  the  body  of  the  Enemy  is  not  so  many  at  this  time  as  wd 
doe  Expect  will  be  when  Ever  the  weather  gets  more  warmer. 

I  would  be  very  fond  of  Embracing  an  opportunity  of  Inform* 
ing  ^ou  of  better  times  with  us  than  what  I  am  able  at  this  pres- 
ent time  but  must  scquaint  of  the  incnisions  of  the  Indians  Sinae 
we  wrote  to  y  Honours  that  they  have  taking  Samud  Gonsallies 
jind  John   Dayley  Prisoners  nppon  which  we  Immediately  Sen- 
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oat  two  Sooots  which  followed  them  Some  DiBtnice  uid  one  of  the 
Boonta  Retonied  without  snocess  the  other  Sooate  has  not^  which  we 
hope  will  have  suooesa  which  ha[^iied  a  few  miles  up  DeJaway  from 
my  house  which  there  heing  taking  caused  the  Inhabitants  to  Evaeate 
^eir  Places  and  Several  to  move  below  the  mountains  Towards  Easton 
Bethelem  and  Naaareth. 

I  am  Geitdemen  with  Doe  Bespeoi, 
T'mostH*"  Sei<, 

JACOB  STEOUD. 
To  Bis  Ezcelency  Joseph  Beed  President  of  the  Supreme  Exec- 
utive ConnseL 


GoL.  Samuel  Hunteb  to  Pees.  Beed,  1780. 

Sunburj  17*  April  1780.  . 
Sir, 

I  hate  Received  your  fiivour  of  the  seventh  Instant*,  with  the 
Commissioners  and  other  Papers  by  Mr.  G^rant,  and  previous  to  the 
iDStraotions  from  Council  a  number  of  the  Principle  inhabitants  had 
met,  aad  concluded  uppon  Raising  partys  of  Volunteers  to  go  in 
Qnestof  Indians  offering  them  a  reward  of  twelve  Hundred  Dollars 
for  a  Male  Prisoner  Either  White  or  Indian  acting  together,  and 
one  Thousand  Dollan  for  every  Indian  Scalp  sevenl  partys  were 
furmiag  to  go  out  and  is  at  this  time  agreeable  to  your  instructions, 
▼e  assuring  them  of  Rations  and  amunition  the  time  they  are  out, 
as  all  the  inhabitants  above  this  was  on  the  Eve  of  breaking  up, 
I  give  Orders  to  embody  themselves  for  a  little  time  especially  such 
as  would  enrole  their  names  to  turn  out  upon  duty  and  I  would 
eneage  them  pay  and  Rations. 

Its  true  the  Militia  is  Yerv  Ezpcncive  and  not  equally  to  what 
should  be  Expected  from  their  numbers  in  giving  checks  to  the  in- 
cursion of  the  cruel  Subtile  Enemy  we  have  to  deal  with,  for  had 
we  all  his  Excellency  General  Washingtons  army  stationed  on  the 
frontiers  of  this  state  they  would  not  be  sufficient  to  Guard  against 
the  Savages  making  inrbdes  on  our  Country,  as  long  as  the  English 
is  in  Possession  of  Niagara, — we  have  at  this  time  all  the  Militia  we 
can  Muster  uppon  Duty,  and  constantly  partys  out,  Yet  all  this  will  not 
deter  those  Barbarians  from  Committing  Mur<iers,  the  8*^  instant 
about  nine  o'clock  at  night  there  was  three  Indians  came  in  to  a  poor 
Widdow  womans  House  (her  Husband  being  killed  last  summer  by 
them)  and  took  her  prisoner,  after  killing  and  scalping  her  two  chil- 
deru  that  was  asleep  in  bed,  but  fortunately  the  Woman  made  her 

*  See  page  166. 
Vol.  Vm.— ^9 
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Escape  from  them  before  day  light  and  got  safe  in,  ibis  last  afiairhfts 
Occasioned  the  Seatered  inhabitants  to  collect  in  partysand  keep  out 
centrys  as  its  a  Singular  instance  of  Indians  coming  in  the  clouds 
of  the  night, — ^last  Saturday  a  party  of  twenty  Indians  struck  at  Peter 
Swarts's  Plantation  about  twelve  miles  from  here  on  the  West 
Branch  they  killed  one  man  and  Wounded  three  which  are  now  ia 
this  Town  under  Doctor  Alisons  care,  at  that  Very  time  there  was 
three  diferent  partysof  the  Inhabitants  out  on  Scouts  and  some  of 
the  Militia  Stationed  about  two  miles  above  where  the  Indians  struck 
a  party  formed  as  Quick  as  Possible  and  persued  the  Enemy,  three 
or  four  that  was  on  Horseback  Riding  smartly  up  came  in  sight 
of  the  Enemy  which  Occasioned  them  to  drop  their  packs  and  tarn 
up  the  mountain  our  party  pursued  them  all  day  but  could  not  come 
up  with  them. 

I  was  on  the  Frontiers  last  Indian  War  when  several  partys  turned 
out  time  afler  time  in  persuite  of  the  Savages,.  Yet  all  to  a  very  little 
purpose  nor  any  thing  done  last  war  never  put  a  stop  to  them  make- 
ing  Excursions  uptil  such  times  as  Regular  Expeditions  Marched 
into  their  Country,  and  even  after  the  French  had  Concluded  a  peace 
it  took  a  prity  strong  Army  under  the  Command  of  Generals  Brad- 
street  ft  Boquet  to  subdue  the  Savages.-^As  the  German  Regiment 
is  but  few  in  number,  and  not  Considered  by  the  Inhabitants  to  give 
the  imediate  Protection  Expected  from  them  in  the  manner  they  are 
Stationed,  as  no  one  place  can  turn  out  any  party  to  Reooaoiter  being 
in  four  Diferent  Plaoes  on  this  side  Muncy  Hill,  and  if  we  do  not  get 
more  men  up  so  as  to  Rebuild  Fort  Muncy  and  put  a  prity  strong 
Garrison  there  so  as  a  party  can  turn  out  uppon  any  sudent  alarm 
thats  given,  otherwise  I  am  afraid  our  County  will  not  be  aUe  to 
stand  it  long-^its  not  in  my  Power  to  make  the  Proper  arangement 
of  the  Militia  as  the  Law  Requires,  in  the  confused  state  the  County 
is  in  at  present,  but  will  have  it  done  as  soon  as  Possible  in  the  mean 
time  I  have  assured  those  on  Duty  Pay  Equal  to  what  the  best  Law 
allows. 

This  is  aoeompanyed  with  a  petition  from  a  number  of  the  Inhab- 
itants of  the  County,  Seting  forth  the  Real  facts  as  they  are  stated  con- 
cerning our  Present  Situation. 

I  am  Sir  Your  Excellys  most  Obed* 
and  Very  Hum*»«  Serv*. 

SAM».  HUNTER,  L.  N.  C. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.  President  of  Coundl. 
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PrES.  RbBD    to  DeLEGATBS  09    THE  SXATB    IN  GONQRESSy 

1780. 

The  Hnble.  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 

Philada.,  April  17, 1780. 
Gentlemen, 

His  Ezoellenej  the  President  directs  me  to  transmit  to  yon  a 

oopj  of  the  deposition*  of  Mr.  John  Ormsby,  concerning  the  intm- 

dons  of  the  Virginians  on  the  lands  of  Pennsylvania,  &o.,  for  yoor 

private  information,  and  the  same  is  enclosed  herewith  accordingly. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedt.  Servt., 

T.  M.,  Secy. 


pRES.  Reed  to  Gov.  Caswell,  1780. 

Council  Chamber,  April  18, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honour  of  acknowledging  your  Favour  of  the  24th 
March  respecting  Jacob  James,  lately  captured  &  now  a  Prisoner  in 
yoor  State.  He  was  a  distinguished  Partizan  here  in  the  Winter 
1777,  &  particularly  active  in  kidnapping  the  Persons  in  the  Vici- 
nity of  the  City  who  were  remarkable  for  their  Attachment  to  the 
Cause  of  their  Country.  He  was  also  extremely  troublesome  to  the 
Country  by  stealing  &,  employing  his  Associates  in  stealing  Horses 
for  the  British  Army.  I  cannot  Team  whether  he  ever  took  the  Oath 
of  Allegiance  to  the  State,  but  as  he  owed  Allegiance  to  it  he  is  as 
guilty  by  our  Law  as  if  be  bad  taken  such  Oath.  I  am  therefore  to 
request  your  Excell'  that  he  may  not  be  exchanged  as  a  common 
Prisoner  of  War,  but  retained  in  close  Custody  untill  a  favourable 
Oppr  shall  present  to  bring  him  into  this  State  for  Tryal,  where  it 
is  to  be  presumed  he  will  suffer  the  Punishment  his  many  Villainies 
&  offences  so  justly  deserve. 

I  am  now  in  Behalf  of  the  State  to  thank  your  Exoell^  for  this 
Mark  of  Attention,  &  beg  you  to  believe  that  I  am 
with  great  Consideration  &  Bespect, 

Your  most  Obed.  & 

very  Hbble.  Ser., 
J.  R. 
Directed^ 

To  his  Ezcell'y  Bicb.aid  Caswell^  Esq.,  Governor  of  North 
Carolina. 

*  Not  found. 


Iflfi  Pia^NSTLYANIA  ABGHITES  178(K 

pRBS.  Eked  to  Christian  Wibtz,  1780^ 

GouhqU  Cb^mber,  April  18, 1780. 

Sir, 

Yoar  Letter  of  the  15^"*"  Inst*  has  been  duly  received  &  oonmiini- 
oated  to  the  Council.'  We  are  sorry  to  learn  that  the  Dispention  of 
the  People  of  jour  Coantj  is  so  uDfsvourable  to  the  Suppljof 
the  Army,  which  yoar  Commission  has  solely  in  Yiev.  We  cannot 
help  ascribing  it  to  Pisaffection;  as  no  reasonable  Man  can  doubt 
a  Security  so  safe  &  beneficial  as  the  Money  which  is  to  be  emitted. 
The  Lands  to  be  sold  for  its  Kedemptiou  exceed  in  Value  the  Sam 
emitted  at  least  Ten  fold,  &  the  Interest  will  make  it  preferable  to 
Gold  or  Silver.  The  members  of  Assembly  had  more  just  &  proper 
Notions  of  it  when  they  directed  an  Agent  in  each  County,  that 
every  County  might  have  its  Share  of  the  Sum  emitted. 

We  are  bap{\y  to  find  that  from  present  Appearances  in  this 
Quarter  &  New  Jersey  the  Disappointment  will  not  be  material. 
The  Quantity  of  Flour  from  Lancaster  County  was  small  in  Compa- 
rison of  what  the  Country  can  afford,  but  as  we  are  not  under  a 
Necessity  of  using  any  compulsory  Means  or  gratifying  unreasonable 
Demands,  our  Direction  is  that  you  focbear  making  any  farther 
Applications,  as  we  have  no  Doubt  we  shall  be  able  from  this  City 
&  its  Neighbourhood  to  make  up  the  Quantity  deficient.  If  you  can 
purchase  Hay  &  Forage  at  the  limited  Prices  for  the  present  Use  of 
tbe  Posts  it  will  be  proper,  but  we  cannot  think  of  passing  away  tbia 
Money  on  other  Terms. 

We  are  somewhat  apprehensive  that  the  Appointment  of  a  Num- 
ber of  Assistants  may  have  given  the  People  an  Idea  of  great  For- 
chases  which  leads  to  Extortion  &  Carelessness  on  the  Part  of  the  Sel- 
ler, supposing  that  he  may  make  his  Market  of  the  publick  Necessitj. 
— We  would  advise  you  to  make  few  Appointments,  &  by  no  Means 
discover  an  Anxiety  of  which  bad  Men  will  make  their  Advantage. 
If  the  old  Department  has  Hay  &  Forage  outstanding  &  uncollected 
you  must  insist  upon  their  collecting  it,  &  not  seek  to  embarass  tbe 
new  Appointments,  as  I  am  sorry  to  say  there  is  some  Reason  to 
susppct. — If  they  act  otherwise  you  will  inform  us  that  suitable 
Measures  may  be  taken. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Ser., 

J.  BEED^  President. 

To  C.  WirtK,  eomm*  of  purchases  at  Lancaster. 
*  Seepage  187. 
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Pres.  Bbbd  to  Osnl.    Washhtqton,  1780. 

Gounoil  Chamber,  Philada.^  April  18, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  baye  tbe  Honour  of  three  of  yonr  Ezeell"  FaTonn  reflpeeting 
the  Supplies  famigbed  by  tbia  State  agreeable  to  tbe  Reeolfe  of 
Congress  of  tbe  25^  Feb^.  Tbe  Number  ft  Distanoe  at  which  these 
Magasines  are  to  be  formed  will  I  fear  be  fbnnd  yery  diffcnlt  if  not 
impraeticable,  as  the  Transportation  (for  which  no  ProTision  is  made 
by  the  Resolves  of  Congress)  will  in  many  Cases  proTe  more  expen- 
sive ft  difficult  than  the  Cost  ft  Difficulty  of  procuring  the  Articles 
themselves.  We  submit  to  your  Excelled^*  Consideration  whether 
this  Circumstance  is  not  deserving  of  Attention.  It  is  a  Burthen 
whi^  ought  not  to  be  partially  laid  ft  if  not  reotified  will  fall  ex- 
tremely heavy  on  this  State  which  has  its  Deposits  at  such  a  Distanoe 
&  must  depend  on  the  inner  Counties  to  have  them  filled.  After 
viewing  the  Matter  in  etery  possiMe  Light  ft  wMi  the  meat  anxiens 
Benres  to  exert  oarselves  ft  raise  as  lew  Diffienltles  as  possible,  we 
are  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  we  see  no  Prospect  ef  effiwting  th# 
Transportation  at  such  Distance  by  tbe  Elertions  of  the  State 
Mgly. 

Tbe  inblosed  Representatien  baa  been  tuanemitted  to  as  fren  the 
Army,  as  we  find  upon  Inquiry  it  had  not  been  eomauDioaled  0 
yonr  Exeel)^  we  tbongbl  it  incumbent  on  us  to  fbrward  it  to  yen  db 
soon  as  possible  ft  that  before  any  Means  had  been  taken  open  it 
either  in  the  State  or  Congress.  Its  Contents  are  really  imowtant, 
ft  may  lead  to  Consequences  the  most  interesting;  we  must  therefore 
Intrade  so  far  on  vour  Time  as  to  request  your  Opinion  ft  Advice 
both  in  Matter  ft  Manner  by  which  we  shall  be  very  much  directed 
in  our  farther  Proceeding  therein.  As  we  conceive  vdnntary  Inlifat- 
ment  now  nearly  over  weoonfbss  the  Incorporation  of  the  Hegimenta 
would  be  very  agreeable  to  us  as  it  would  prove  a  great  saving  of 
publiek  Expence,  a  very  necessary  Consideration  at  all  Times  ft  at 
this  in  particular,  bat  we  do  not  seek  local  Oratifioatkiis  if  incom- 
patible with  tbe  general  Good  of  the  Service. 

It  has  been  very  much  the  Wish  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State 
that  8  or  4  loose  Artill)'  Companies  belonging  to  tbe  State  hot  doins 
Duty  with  Col.  LamVs  Regiment  iriiould  be  incorporated  with  OoL 
Proctor's  Regiment.  Oen.  Knox,  when  I  was  at  Camp,  approved  of 
H  highly  on  Condition  some  Vacancies  in  Proctors  Regiment  could 
be  previousl  V  filled  up — to  tiiis  the  Officers  in  those  Companies  oon« 
Bented  but  by  some  Means  the  Incorporation  is  not  efleoted.  It 
would  be  trespassing  on  your  Bxoell'*  lime  to  send  you  the  Resolves 
but  there  have  been  two  express  Recommendations  on  this  Subject 
from  tbe  HouM  of  Assembly  to  tbefer  Delegates  in  Congress.    Xbe 
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latter  referred  it  to  the  BoSrd  of  War  &  they  informed  us  they 
waited  your  Ezeell>*  Opinion  apon  it,  this  is  now  some  months  past 
I  am  with  very  great  Respect  &  Regard 

your  Ezoell'*  most  obed.  &  very 

HbbleServ. 

Directed  J 
His  Ezoell'y  Oen.  Washington,  Head  Qaarters. 


F&ss.  BflBJ),  TO  Grjlb  HAUi,  1780. 

April  18, 1790. 
Sir, 

Toar  Letter  gf  tba  20th  Ult  has  been  received  &  laid  before  the 
Gooncil.  We  request  yon  would  form  a  State  of  your  Aeoonats  & 
transmit  the  same,  obaerviag  at  the  same '  Time  that  the  Goancil 
eonsider  that  all  Lands  which  have  not  been  paid  for  apeeable  to 
the  Conditions  of  Sale  ai^  deemed  the  Property  of  the  Common- 
wealth. It  being  their  Determined  Besolntion  to  make^  bo  Title 
npoa  snoh  Sale  unless  in  ease  of  pnnctaal  Payment  or  the  Depreda- 
tion made  np.  The  Agents  by  receiving  the  Money  afterwards  were 
gailty  of  a  great  Mistake  &  assumed  a  Power  of  oontrolling  the 
Directions  of  the  Board  which  they  ought  not  to  have  done.  We 
have  this  Day  refused  to  receive  a  Sum  of  Money  from  the  Agent 
of  Northampton  County  or  to  execute  the  Deeds  &  think  ourselves 
bound  to  do  the  same  with  others.  As  to  Dr.  Harris's  Claim  it 
appears  a  very  frivolous  one  &  is  probably  by  this  Time  barr'd  by 
the  Act  which  directs  its  being  offerod  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  withiu  6  months  after  She  Estate  of  the  Tray  tor  is  advertised 
for  Sale.  However  as  the  Judges  will  soon  sit  in  Lancaster  County 
you  will  do  w^ll  to  consult  them  upon  it,  &  if  Harris  does  not  sup- 
port it  take  no  farther  Notice  of  it. 

Yonr  destroying  the  Receipts  &  ncyt  making  Entries  of  the  Times 
of  Payment  were  both  unfortunate  &  irregular,  i^e  would  have  you 
endeavour  to  ascertain  the  Times  of  Payment  as  we  shall  only  have 
the  Trouble  of  refusing  the  Deeds  if  the  Matter  is  not  put  on  such  a 
Footing  as  that  Justice  may  be  done  the  State. — ^Mr.  Crowfords 
Deed  certainly  will  not  be  executed  So  we  are  the  more  sarprized 
you  shoold  receive  from  him  in  January  as  in  December  we  expressly 
and  publiekly  forbid  the  Agents  to  receive  any  more  Money  upon 
the  broken  Conditions.  This,  therefore,  must  be  settled  between 
yoorselveii  as  we  cannot  ratify  .a  Purqhase  when  the  Co&ditions  were 
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not  only  broken  in  Ihe  first  Instanoe^  but  onr  farther  Diractiona 
disregarded. 

Mr.  Muaaer  promised  to  giro  this  Board  satisfoctory  Information 
with  respect  to  the  Indian  Lands  which  he  has  not  done  tho  he  has 
been  since  in  Town,  it  is  therefore  the  Sense  of  the  Council  that 
tbej  should  be  in  the  Possession  of  the  State  nntill  he  oompljs  with 
his  Promise  or  gets  his  Right  ascertained  in  due  Course  of  Law. 
You  are  therefore  directed  to  take  suitable  Measures  for  this  Pur- 
pose and  as  the  Laws  with  Respect  to  dealing  in  GK>ld  &  Silver  are 
not  now  in  Force  you  may  assess  for  a  Rent  in  Specie  with  the 
several  Tenants,  &  if  they  refuse  to  conform  send  down  the  earliest 
Notiee,  aa  a  late  Aot  of  Assembly  fully  autborlies  Council  to  take 
Possession  of  Lands  thus  circumstanced.  Judge  Atlee,  to  whom 
you  can  communicate  this  Part  of  the  Letter  will  give  you  his  Ad« 
vice  &  Direction. 

I  am  Sir^  • 

your  very  Hbbl  Serv.  ] 

DirecUdj 
To  Charles  Hall,  Esq.,  Agisnt  for  eonfiseated  Estates,  lanoaster. 


BSSOLUTION  07  CONaBISS,  1780. 

In  Congress^  April  18, 1780. 

Resolved, 

That  a  copy  of  Col*  Broadhead's  letter  of  the  27^  FeVy  and  the 
papers  reiezTed  to  in  it  be  sent  to  the  governor  and  Councol  of  Vir- 
ginia and  to  the  supreme  ezeeutivo  eonncil  oi  Pensylvania. 

Resolved,  That  Col'>  Broadhead  shall  be  supported  1)y  Congress  in 
any  acts  or  orders  which  the  natare  of  the  service,  and  the  discharg- 
ing of  his  duty  as  commanding  officer  at  fort  Pitt  hath  made  or  shall 
ma^e  necessary. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
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Thob.  Jewersos  Gov.  of  Ya,  to  Pbbs.  Bbjed^  1780. 

In  Council,  April  18, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  havd  had  ihe  pleasoM  to  reeeite  your  Bxoellenoy'B  favor  of 
March  27*  and  am  to  retara  yon  onr  nnoere  thanks  for  your  inter- 
position in  favor  of  the  operations  oarrjing  on  by  (General  Olark, 
operations  whioh  I  hope  will  result  equally  to  the  benefit  of  youn 
as  of  our  State,  and  whieh  if  suoeessful  wiU  sive  us  fiiture  quiet  in 
our  western  quarter.  I  bee  you  to  be  assured  that  Gob.  Broadkead 
has  been  altogether  ndainfi>rmed  as  to  any  vestriotion  having  been 
laid  on  a  M'  Wilson  or  any  other  person  in  purchasing  within  this 
State  cattle  for  the  use  of  Fort  pitt,  or  that  if  such  a  restriotion 
actually  took  place,  it  was  a  private  act  in  those  who  presumed  to 
impose  it,  unauthorized  by  goyemment  &  which  would  have  been 
censured  and  rectified  had  it  been  made  known.  We  are  so  sensible  of 
the  evils  which  would  result  from  such  a  line  of  conduct,  and  so 
sincerely  disposed  to  render  the  union  of  the  States  more  perliect 
that  we  shall  on  all  occasions  endeavor  to  render  to  our  neighbors 
every  friendly  office  which  circumstances  shall  bring  within  the 
compass  of  our  powers. 

I  am  further  to  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  kind  dispositions 
you  entertain  &  the  aids  you  were  pleased  to  render  to  the  expedi- 
tion under  the  Marquis  of  Payette  whioh  was  intended  for  the  im- 
mediate relief  of  this  State  in  particular,  as  well  as  for  those 
furnished  to  General  Greene  for  the  southern  service  in  general 
Such  is  the  present  aspect  of  the  war,  that  it  does  not  seem  very 
probable  its  circumstances  should  be  so  reversed  as  to  place  us  in  a 
situation  of  returning  the  fo.Tor  in  kind  however  we  trust  that  while 
the  contest  was  northwards  onr  contributions  of  men,  arms  h  other 
necessaries  were  sneh  as  to  prove  we  should  not  be  wanting  to  oar 
friends  under  a  change  of  circumstances  with  respect  to  your  State 
particularly  we  shall  take  very  great  pleasure  in  cultivating  every 
disposition  to  harmony  &  mutual  aid ;  that  policy  would  be  very 
unsound  which  should  build  our  interest  or  happiness  on  any  thing 
inconsistent  with  yours. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  very  great  respect  ' 
your  ExcellcDoy's 

mo  oh  Serv't 

TH-.  JEFPEBSON. 

*  Not  found. 
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Chablbs  Pbttii  to  Pbxs.  Bbbb,  1780. 

Philad^  20  AprU,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  haye  the  honor  to  inoloee  to  yon  herein  the  Draught  of  the 
President  of  Congress  on  the  President  A  Council  of  this  State,  on 
which  I  request  jour  Excellenojs  order  for  payment 

This  order  beinff  for  Two  hundred  ninety  eight  thousand  six 
hundred  &  four  Dollars  fj*^  is  granted  principally  for  the  immedi- 
ate purpose  of  equipping  &  forwarding  the  Division  of  Troops  now 
on  their  march  to  the  southward,  the  preparations  for  which  are 
alnmdy  behind  the  occasion.  A  considerable  part  of  the  sum  will 
be  appropriated  to  collecting  of  the  publick  Horses  di^rsed  in 
Ttf  ioos  parts  of  the  State,  whose  keeping  for  some  months  past  must 
be  paid  for  before  we  can  draw  the  Horses  firom  the  Farmers  who 
have  them  in  possession.  Other  purposes  equally  urgent  call  for  the 
Besidue. 

I  haTO  the  honor  to  be  suTi 

your  most  obedient  sery't 

CHA8  PETTIT, 

A.  Q.  M.  Gen'.* 
Direeiedf 

Ek  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  ^ 


GoL.  Brodhead  to  Pr£S.  Bebd,  1780. 

Head  Quarters,  Pittsburgh,  April  20%  1780 

Sir, 

I  am  honoured  with  your  Letter  Dated  in  Council  the  14**  of 
Feb'y  last^f  and  as  it  expresses  a  want  of  attention  to  my  Duty,  and 
is  doubtless,  of  Record  in  the  Books  of  the  supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  State,  whereof  (altho'  at  present  a  soldier)  I  glory  in 
being  a  Citizen.  I  feel  the  rebuke,  gentle  and  discreet  as  may  seem 
very  sensibly.  It  is  however  a  small  consolation,  that  the  Honor- 
able Supreme  Executive  Council  was  not,  perhaps,  at  the  time  of 
writing  this  Letter  fully  acquainted  with  cireumsunces  on  this  ride 
the  mountain,  nor  with  my  Instructions  from  his  Excellency  the 
Commander  in  chiel    And  theref(ve  I  take  the  liberty  here,  of 

*  See  CoL  Eeo.,  Vol.  X)X.,  f,  826,  828.  f  J*»g«  1^  «'  ^^  Vol. 
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mentioning,  that  it  was  by  his  instraotions  that  I  enlisted  as  many 
men  from  ^he  different  Corps,  whose  Terms  were  nearly  expired,  as 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  serve  during  the  war,  and  those  of  the 
Banging  Companies  enlisted  into  my  Regiment,  being  destitute  of 
Clothing,  I  immediately  ordered  them  to  be  clothed  by  my  Regi- 
mental Clothier,  and  after  having  done  this  I  felt  an  nnwillingneafl 
to  have  the  Men  marched  to  places  where  considering  the  inolement 
Season  of  the  year,  there  was  but  little  prospect  of  their  answering 
any  salutary  purpose,  or  even  a  probability  of  having  them  subsisted. 
And  the  more  so,  as  their  movement  appeared  to  be  calculated  only, 
to  favor  the  humour  of  a  couple  of  unmilitary  men  at  the  Heads  of 
the  Ranging  Companies,  or  to  prevent  me  from  engaging  them 
during  the  war  into  one  of  the  Regiments  of  the  State,  stationed 
upon  its  frontier. 

As  to  my  refusing  Provisions  I  ooooeive,  my  letter  to  Col*  Lochry 
Bkight  have  convinced  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  that  I  did  not 
refuse  them  to  those  Companies,  but  as  I  had  received  no  Instrao- 
tions concerning  them,  and  your  Letter  assured  me  they  were  not 
under  my  Command  untill  some  offensive  operations  should  take 
place,  it  appeared  to  me  that  I  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  their 
subsistence  than  with  the  other  Companies  raised  at  the  same  time 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontier  &  stationed  below  the  mountain  and 
therefore  I  thought  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  give  any  orders  respect- 
ing them,  but  left  the  matter  between  Col''  Lochry  &  the  Deputy 
Commissary  of  issues. 

I  have  a  great  personal  reeard  for  Co^  Lochiy  and  by  his  late 
Xetters  I  am  convinced  that  toe  harmony  subsisting  between  us  is 
uninterrupted,  but  I  conceive  that  on  account  of  his  connection  with 
Capt°*  Erwin  &  Campbell  he  has  been  led  to  do  things  contrary  to 
his  own  Judgment. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  in  general  I  flatter  myself,  are 
ready  at  any  time  to  acknowledge  my  particular  attention  &  protec- 
tion. And  I  appeal  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  whether,  considering  the  inclemency  of  the  Season  the  scan- 
tiness of  our  Provisions,  and  the  necessity  of  preventing  every  un- 
necessary expence  to  the  public,  the  Ranging  Companies  ought  not 
\o  have  been  discharged  agreeable  to  my  recommendation  to  Col* 
Lochry,  and  whether  Captains  Erwin  &  Campbell  ought  not  to  have 
been  tried  by  a  Gen*  Court  martial  of  the  line  for  their  insoleDoe  & 
disobedience  of  orders. 

In  your  letter  of  th«  30*  of  October,*  received  the  80»*  November, 
you  say  the  <'  ranging  Companies  were  raised  by  Congress  at  the 
express  desire  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  for  the  Defence  of  the 
frontiers,  the  whole  to  be  executed  by  the  Supreme  Execative 
Council.  In  these  Circumstances  and  not  being  personally  ac- 
quainted with  those  Stations  where  they  mighjb  be  moat  usefull,  yea 

*        *  JSee  Vol.  vn.  p.  771. 
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put  tliem  under  the  Direction  of  the  Lient**  of  Counties  where  it  was 
Bapposed  ihej  would  he  neoessary.''  For  these  reasons  ss  I  said 
before  and  not  having  received  any  instractions  concerning  them  I 
took  it  for  granted  that  the  Lient*"  of  Counties  had  full  and  ample 
infttructions  &  authority  to  draw  provisions  for  the  Troops  they  had 
the  exclusive  command  of.  I  did  not  understand  from  the  words  of 
your  letter  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  recite^  that  the  Hon'ble 
Supreme  Executive  Council  were  authorised  either  to  discharge  or 
reinlist  the  ranging  Companies. 

I  declare  upon  my  Honor  that  I  do  entertain  sentiments  of  the 
highest  respect  towards  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  and  I  sin- 
cerely wish  to  recommend  myself  to  the  notice  &  regard  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pens*  in  general.  I  could  therefore  wish  that  when 
other  Troops  are  to  be  sent  to  this  district  under  its  particular 
Command  the"  Hon'ble  Executive  Council  would  be  pleased  to  copi- 
municate  to  me  or  any  succeeding  commandg  officer  the  Terms  upon 
which  they  are  raised  &  from  what  magazines  they  are  to  draw  their 
provisions  &  Stores. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  most  sincere  regard  k  esteem 

Sear  sir  year  most  obed^  &  Humble  Serv't 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD, 
Col*  commandg  W.  D« 

His  Exoell'  Joseph  Seed  Esq'. 


P&B6.   OF   CONGBBSS  TO  P&BS.  BbBD,  1780. 

Circular. 

Philadelphia;  April  20^  1780. 
Sir, 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  15^  Instant  herewith  enclosed  you 
will  be  informed  that  any  State  shall  have  Credit  in  their  Account 
with  the  United  States  for  such  Clothing  as  they  may  furnish  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Hospital  and  medical  Staff  agreeable  to  the  act. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect 

your  Excelly's  hbble  servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Direetedf 
His  Excell'y  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Joseph  Shippbn,  Jr.  to  Prbs.  Bebb,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  this  moment  received  by  the  Post  your  Letter,  withoat  Date, 
inclofiiog  a  Copy  of  an  Order  of  Coanoil  of  the  25^  of  last  month 
directing  me  to  deliver  to  you,  on  or  before  this  day,  the  Records 
Books  and  Papers  belonging  to  the  Office  of  Secretary  of  the  late 
Oovernment  of  Pennsylvania.  I  should  have  obeyed  the  Directions 
of  that  Order  before  this  time,  if  I  had  received  the  Copy  you  refer 
to  in  your  Letter ;  but  it  has  never  yet  come  to  hand.  £  can  there- 
fore only  now  inform  you,  in  Obedience  to  the  Requisition  of  the 
Council,  that,  some  time  in  the  month  of  August  1776,  just  before 
I  removed  into  this  County,  I  delivered  up  idl  the  Records  Books 
and  papers  belonging  to  the  Office  of  Secretary  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment to  The  Hon^*"  John  Penn  Esquire;  in  whose  Custody  I  have 
no  doubt  they  still  remain,  and  I  request  you  will  communicate  this 
to  the  Council  as  the  Reason  why  it  is  not  in  my  Power  folly  to 
comply  with  their  Order  abovementioned. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOSEPH  SHIPPEN  Jr.* 

Eennet  Square,  Chester  County,  20th  April  1780  3  o'clock  P.  M. 
Dtrected^ 

Timothy  Matlack  Esquire,  Secretary  of  The  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


.GusTAVUS  RiSBBBa  TO  Council,  1780. 

Philad*,  April  21, 1780. 
Gentlemen, 

By  a  letter  received  this  day  from  the  Issuing  Commissary  at 
Lancaster  I  am  informed  that  Flour  is  much  wanted  for  the  use  of 
that  Post,  and  that  application  has  been  made  to  M'  Wirts  the 
County  Commissioner  for  the  Same,  who  returned  for  answer  that 
none  could  be  delivered  without  an  order  from  your  Honourable 
Board. 

Your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  the  Council  will  therefore 
be  pleased  to  direct  Mr  Wirtz  to  deliver  the  Issuing  Commissary 
such  articles  he  may  occasionally  want  for  the  accomodation  of  the 

*  SetOo!on.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  327. 
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Pruoners  stationed  there,  and  the  marching  Parties  which  dailj 
pattes  tojoin  the  Main  army. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be, 

Oentlemeni 

Toor  most  Obed*  Servai^ 

GUSTAVaS  RISBERO, 

D.  0.  O.  of  Issues  M  Bept. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  the  President;  and  the  Honourable  the  Goancil| 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylyania. 

Present. 


Pbss.  Bebb  to  Nicholas  Lutz,  1780. 


Yonr  acceptance  of  the  Appointment  of  Commissioner  of  Purchases 
is  very  agreeable  to  us  as  well  as  your  Intelligence,  that  you  do  not 
apprehend  any  Difficulty  in  executing  it.  The  Money  is  issued  on 
such  good  Security,  redeemable  in  10  Years  that  no  Person  can  Doubt 
its  goodness,  &  bearing  an  interest  of  5*^  c^ ;  it  is  certainly  more 
beneficial  to  the  Holder  than  even  Gold  or  Silver.  It  is  probable 
Indian  Com  may  be  set  too  high  in  your  County,  but  as  Oats  may 
be  substituted  in  Lieu  we  have  not  thought  it  best  to  make  any 
Alteration,  You  will  therefore  proceed  with  as  much  Expedition  as 
may  be  consistent  with  Prudence  by  no  Means  appointing  a  great 
number  of  Assistants,  or  expressing  too  great  Anxiety  to  purchase,  k 
least  of  all  would  have  you  use  any  compulsive  Measures  or  press 
your  Applications  in  any  other  than  the  usual  Mode  of  buying  & 
selling. 

We  expect  the  Laws,  from  the  Press  every  day,  one  of  which  will 
be  forwaitled  you  immediately,  &  as  soon  as  the  Money  comes  out 
which  we  expect  will  be,  in  two  or  3  Weeks  at  farthest  you  will  be 
furnished  with  what  is  needful. 
I  am  sir, 

Yonr  Obed.  Hbble,  Servt, 

J.  R. 

Nicholas  Lut2  Esq.,  Comms.  of  Purchases  Berks  County. 
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Fbbs.  of  CoNaRBSS  TO  Fbbs.  Besd,  1780.^ 

Philadelphia,  April  23, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  ifti  directed  to  lay  before  your*  Excellency  and  Goanoil  an  Act 
of  Congress  of  the  18th  Instant,  together  with  Copies  of  sundry 
Papers  from  Colo.  Brodhead,  No.  1  &  2,  to  which  the  Act  refers,  by 
which  you  will  be  informed  that  a  Suit  is  institated  against  Colo. 
Brodhead  in  Virginia  in  Consequence  of  Orders  given  by  him  as 
Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Pitt. 

You  will  also  observe  the  Resolution  Congress  have  adopted  to 
support  Colo.  Brodhead  in  any  Acts  or  orders  which  the  Nature  of 
the  Service  and  discharging  his  Duty  as  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort 
Pitt  hath  made,  or  shall  make  necessary,  with  which  Sentiment  I 
4oubt  not  the  Legislative  and  Executive  Powers  of  this  Common- 
wealth will  fully  concur,  and  so  far  as  appiertains  to  ehem  support 
him  in  every  Act  that  is  necessary  for  a  faithful  Discharge  of  hit 
Duty  as  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Pitt. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  the  highest  respect. 

Your  Excelley's  obedH  h'bble  servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Preaidentt 
His  Excell'y,  President  Reed. 


John  Van  Campbn  to  Pees.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Lower  Smithfield,  April  the  24th,  1780. 
Hon'd  Sir, 

I  hope  my  last  by  Mr.  Mixer  is  Come  to  hand  informing  you  of 
the  Incursion  of  the  ludians  at  the  house  of  Manuel  Gunsaleyes.  I 
herewith  inform  your  honour  of  their  later  attempts.  James  MoCarte 
with  his  family  was  Removed  to  the  Jersey,  on  the  20th  Instant  his 
Sons  went  to  their  home  to  feed  the  Cattle,  Discovered  sings  of 
Indians,  Returned  to  the  Jersey  Immediately  &  acquainted  Major 
Westbrook  and  Captain  Westbrook  the  sings  they  had  Discovex^d, 
they  Sent  Immediately  for  some  of  their  best  men  &  Croos'd  the 
River  that  night,  about  sun  rise  the  morning  following  Discovered 
the  Indians  Nigh  the  Bamn  and  began  the  attack ;  the  number  of 
the  Enemy  is  supposed  to  be  about  fourteen )  the  Major  Received 
no  Damage  with  his  party ;  the  Indians  retreated  to  the  woods ;  the 
major  was  Reinforced  by  Capt.  Vannatten,  with  three  of  his  sons  & 

*  See  page  195. 
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son  in  Law^  Panned  the  Indians  by  the  Blood,  k  abont  two  miles 
Came  np  with  them.  As  it  is  without  Doubt  three  of  them  was 
wonndea,  Benewed  the  attack,  Drove  the  Indiana  in  a  few  minutes, 
they  fian  to  the  edge  of  a  thick  wood ;  Captain  Vannatten  main- 
tained his  Ground  with  hirfew  men,  the  Major  with  his  inen  also. 
Captain  Westbrook's  men  left  him  at  the  first  fire  from  the  Bnemy 
in  the  woods,  which  was  the  ruin  of  the  whole ;  but  the  ground 
maintained  for  some  time  &  the  retreat  secured  by  the  Major  & 
Yannatten ;  Kiil'd  &  missing  on  the  part  of  the  Major  &  Vannatten 
Captain  Westbrook  missing,  not  yet  found,  Benjamin  finnis  kill'd, 
son  in  law  to  Capt.  Vannatten,  Bichard  Bosekrans  kill'd  and  two 
mors  wounded..  Of  the  Enemy  Kill'd,  two  found,  one  an  officer, 
appearing  by  his  Dress,  found  in  his  pocket  a  Begular  Journal  from 
the  first  of  Mardi  until  the  16th  Inst,  as  appears  by  bis  Journal 
there  is  three  hundred  &  Ninety  marched  from  Niagagari,  divided 
into  Different  parties^  the  Officer  was  a  White  man. 

RcepectiTe  Sir, 

Fme  now  under  Difficulties  of  mind,  what  the  Event  will  be  God 
only  knows,  the  people  are  Determined  to  Evacnate  the  Country,  as 
there  appears  no  prospect  of  Belief  by  the  millitia. 
I  am  Sir,  with  Due  Bespeot, 

Your  Most  Hnble  serri, 

JOHN  VANCAMPEN. 

P.  S.  The  said  McCartee,  where  the  attack  began,  is  about  two 
miles  Below  Wells^  ferry,  on  the  Banks  of  Delaware. 

Capt.  Vannatten  lives  in  Delaware  Township,  one  mile  Below 
McCartee's. 

Dtreded. 

To  his  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  Executive 
Council;  Philadelphia. 


OlBCULAB  OF  CON6BBSS,  1780. 

In  Congress,  April  24th,  1780. 

It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  be  as  full  and  explicit  in  their  requi- 
sitions, as  the  public  exigencies  are  great  and  pressing,  and  they  are 
confident  that  the  Citizens  of  these  States  are  not  more  desirous  to 
be  informed  of  their  affiiirs  than  they  are  ready  and  willing  to  afford 
the  most  vigorous  assistance.  It  is  unnecessary  to  mention  our 
embarrassments,  they  are  known  to  you,  to  the  means  of  relieving 
them  we  wish  your  attention. 
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The  whole  of  the  monies  due  on  the  quotas  of  taxes  to  the  first  of 
March  last^  are  become  of  immediate  &  indiapensible  neoessity. 
Numerous  debts  haye  accumulated  on  the  public  departments,  and 
justice  requires  they  should  be  forthwith  discharged.  Large  sums 
are  also  requisite  for  the  purposes  of  transportation,  and  to  ooatinue 
the  DUTohases  of  supplies  for  the  army  until  the  States  are  prepared 
to  furnish  them.  On  these  quotas  draughts  are  now  making  and 
must  continue  to  be  made  to  ihe  whole  amount,  nor  can  a  doubt  be 
admitted  of  their  being  punctually  answered.  If  any  State  should 
be  unprepared ;  if  the  collections  are  incomplete,  not  a  moment  is  to 
be  lost.  Delay  will  be  disappointment,  and  may  invoke  eoose* 
quences  too  interesting,  too  fatal  to  be  hazarded.  Should  the  pablis 
operations  through  languor  and  inattention  be  retarded  and  stopped^  I 
should  those  exertions  which  have  hitherto  rendered  this  contest  cod-  I 
spicuous  to  the  world,  be  intermitted,  the  faurest  prospects  and  the 
most  promising  occasion  may  be  irretrievably  lost.  Urge,  therefore, 
the  instant  execution  of  every  measure  which  has  been  adopted,  and 
the  speedy  adoption  of  such  as  yet  remain  to  be  taken.  j 

The  specifick  supplies  required  by  the  resolutions  of  the  25th  of  | 
February  last,  will  forthwith  become  matter  of  equal  urgency  and  | 
importance.  These  must  be  relied  on  in  future  as  the  principal,  not 
to  say  the  only  resource  from  which  the  army  is  to  be  supported. 
From  the  obvious  propriety  of  adopting  the  mode  there  described  as 
best  suited  to  the  ease  and  convenience  of  the  respective  States ;  sb 
making  a  just  apportionment  of  the  burthens  of  the  war ;  and  u 
necessary  for  correcting  abuses  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money; 
Congress  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  the  measure  will  be  approved 
and  successful,  and  by  seaaonably  and  amply  providing  for  the  army 
enable  them  to  act  and  co-operate  as  circumstances  may  require, 
with  vigour  and  decision  through  the  ensuing  campaign. 

The  resources  of  our  country,  even  after  a  five  years  obstinate  and 
wasting  war,  are  still  abundant,  and  in  articles  the  most  essential, 
scarcely  impaired.  The  spirit  of  the  people  is  free  to  produce  them, 
all  that  is  wanting  is  an  established  medium  of  negotiation,  to  be 
applied  in  efieoting  it.  Such  we  are  firmly  persuaded  will  be  secured 
by  a  proper  attention  to  the  resolutions  of  the  18th  March  last,  from 
which,  as  the  object  is  not  confined  to  the  purchase  of  public  supplies 
only,  but  extends  to  the  various  transactions  of  the  community,  the 
most  extensive  benefits  may  be  justly  expected. 

The  crisis  calls  for  exertion ;  much  is  to  be  done  in  a  little  time ; 
and  every  motive  that  can  stimulate  the  mind  of  man  presents  itself 
to  view.  No  period  has  occurred  in  this  long  and  glorious  struggle 
in  which  indecision  could  be  so  destructive  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
DO  conjuncture  has  been  more  favorable  to  great  and  deciding  eflbrts. 

We  detain  you  no  longer  than  to  mention  the  necessity  of  early 
and  frequent  communications  on  the  subjects  of  this  address;  and  to 
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remind  yon  bow  mnoh  tfaey  contribnte,  on  all  oocaaooi,  to  the  no* 
cess  of  arrangements  for  the  public  safety. 

By  order  of  Congress. 

SAML.  HUNTINGTON,  President 
For  His  Ezoellency,  the  President  in  Coonoil  &  the  Legislatiua 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pemuylvania. 


Com.  Obnl*  Wabswobxh  to  Pesb.  Bjesd,  1780. 

Hertford,  April  24**,  1780. 
Sear  Sir, 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  request  yon  will  fiiTonr  me  with  a  Copy  of 
the  letter  from  a  Committee  of  Congress  to  yon  on  the  subject  of 
Shipping  floor,  in  which  they  inform  Yonr  Bzoellenoy  that  they 
have  an  ''  enoess  of  flour  which  is  spoiling  in  their  Magasines'' ;  I  am 
not  rare  these  are  their  very  words>  but  the  sense  is,  I  believe,  the 
Bame.  I  shoo'd  not  take  this  liberty,  but  as  you  expressed  a  wil- 
lingness to  oblidge  me,  when  I  coAversed  with  you  on  the  subject, 
you  will  excuse  me. 

i  am.  iFcry  reapeotfully^ 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  St., 

JERB.  WADSWOjRTH. 

IHrecUd, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Seed,  Usq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pensilvania. 


Pass.  Re£d  to  Col.  Samuel  Huntbb,  1780. 

In  Council, 

PhUad-,  AprU  24%  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  now  to  acknowledge  your  Favour  of  the  1 7*^^  by  M'  Chambers. 
We  nncerely  deplore  the  unhappy  State  of  the  County,  k  have  spent 
a  considerable  Time  in  devitdug  Means  of  Belief.  In  the  present 
reduced  State  of  the  Continental  Army,  we  are  persuaded  we  should 
only  distress  the  Qeneral  by  the  Bequest  of  Troops,  as  there  is  no 
Probability  that  it  would  be  granted.  To  send  a  Body  of  Militia 
seems  generally  agreed  to  be  inadequate,  &in  some  Respects  distress- 
ing  to  those  in  whose  Behalf  they  are  sent.  Added  to  this,  you  are 
acquainted  in  a  former  Letter  with  the  State  of  our  Treasury,  which 

*  flee  page  109. 
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is  not  altered  for  the  better ;  tho'  we  hope  in  a  short  Time  the  Col- 
lection of  th?  Taxes  will  relieve  us  from  the  present  Difficnlty;  and 
jon  may  depend  upon  it  we  shall  keep  our  Attention  fixed  on  year 
Affiiirs,  &  forward  a  Supply  with  all  Dispatch. 

We  have,  upon  farther  Consideration,  thought  proper  to  increase 
the  Reward  for  yolontary  &  priyate  Excursions ;  &  as  we  hope  the 
Supply  of  Ammunition  has  arriTed  before  ^his  Time,  must  depend 
upon  your  Prudence  to  deliver  it  out  with  Care  &  Frugality. 

Col.  Weltner's  Orders  are  to  consult  with  you,  &  take  your  Advice 
&  Assistance  in  stationing  his  Troops — you  must  spirit  them  to  tarn 
out,  &  not  lay  in  their  Posts,  when  their  Exerdons  might  be  honour- 
able to  themselves  &  useful  to  you. 

As  to  Col.  Antis  procuring  Beef,  that  Article  not  being  in  the 
Pemand  of  Congress,  the  former  Commissi  should  certainly  proceed 
as  if  no  other  Apportionments  had  been  made. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Servt., 

J.  RBED. 


CrEist.  Wm.  Irvinb  TO  Pbes.  Bbbb,  1780 

Campi  near  Morristown,  April  25, 1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Act  of  Congress  respecting  the  suspension  of  the  appointment 
of  Officers,  is  not  clearly  understood  in  the  Army — however,  most  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  Intention  cannot  be  to  put  a  stop  to  the  filling  up 
Vacancies,  with  the  Officers  already  in  the  Line ;  was  it  understood 
othervrise  it  would  create  vast  uneasiness;  indeod,  every  officer  expects, 
not  only  regular  but  instant  promotion.  I  am  certain  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  avoid  it — The'  I  believe  all  agree  that  entire  new  appoint- 
ments may  be  dispensed  ?rith  in  the  present  state  of  the  Troops. 

L*  Colonel  Williams's  Resignacion,  &  Major  Bylis's  death  leave  one 
L'  Col.  &  two  Majoritys  Vacant.  Alexander  &  Tudor  are  the  oldest 
Captains  in  the  Line ,  but  as  there  is  a  dispute  between  these  two 
Gentlemen,  I  think  it  would  be  best  that  no  Commission  should  Issue 
for  either,  antill  it  is  settled — (which,  I  believe,  willl  be  done  in  a 
few  days,  by  a  Board  of  Officers)  as  soon  as  it  is  I  shall  acquaint 
your  Excellency. 

The  Troops  of  every  State  has,  I  believe  been  very  urgent  that 
each  should  do  the  same  for  them  that  ours  has — but  I  can  not  learn 
any  other  uneasiness  that  our  supplys  has  occasioned ;  so  far  from 
it,  we  are  (or  I  should  rather  say)  our  Assembly  &  Council  are  held 
np  as  a  pattern  to  ail  the  others.  We  had  four  Battalions  Reviewed 
to  day,  by  the  French  Minister;  he  expressed  equal  pleasure  & 
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sarpme  at  their  ajype&ranoe  t  manoouTriDg  St  firing.  He  is  to  peat 
the  line  of  Encampment  tomorrow  on  his  return  to  Phiiad* ;  every 
body  ia  busy  &  each  Line  wish  to  excell  Oars  dont  want  Vanity  to 
think  they  will  be  foremoet. 

'     I  am,  I>  Sir, 

wit^  real  esteem, 

Tour  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  Serv*, 
W-.  IKVINE. 
His  Ezcelleney  Joseph  Beed,  Esqnire. 


William  Hbnbt  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Lancaster,  April  25th,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Question  you  are  pleased  to  put  to  me  in  your  Favour  of  the 
18^  Ins^  is  not  a  little  imbarrassing,  for  in  the  Course  of  my  Answer 
I  shall  not  only  be  obliged  ^  to  accuse  my  Imployers  but  myself 
also.  The  Board  have  been  rather  remiss,  but  they  have  their 
Excuses.  Their  Fay  will  not  support  their  Horses  while  in  Town, 
muieh  less  thenn^ves  and  pay  for  their  Services.  I  have  ofben 
observed,  when  they  come  ta  Town,  they  hurry  home  belbre  the 
Bosioess  is  done»  which  I  thought  ought  to  have  been  done.  I  have 
often  taken  the  Liberty  to  tell  them  so,  and  received  for  Answer, 
their  Pay  would  not  support  them.  I  do  not  say  their  Reasons  were 
good,  but  it  is  a  Certainty,  they  are  such  as  influence  the  Minds  of 
most  Men.  I  oonld  wish  the  Assembly  could  be  convinced,  **  that 
it  is  private  Interest  that  executes  Government,^'  as  well  with  Regard 
to  the  Board  as  the  Treasurers.  My '  Pay  will  scarce  dear  the  expenses 
twice  to  Philadelphia.  There  are  a  Number  of  DifflcuUies  to  be 
encountered  in  this  County  which  none  of  the  others  have  to  strive 
with.  There  are  several  of  the  Townships,  which  have  not  more  than 
tvo  or  three  Persons  which  have  taken  the  oath  of  Allegiance,  and 
therefore  not  capable  in  Law  to  act  as  Assessors  or  Appraisers.  This 
gives  the  Buard  much  Trouble  and  takes  much  time,  before  People 
ean  be  found,  who  will  act  and  those  are  generally  of  the  lowest 
Character.  Some  Collectors  have  implo/d  others  at  their  ovrn 
Bisque  and  will  suffer  by  it,  I  am  indebted  at  this  Time  to  the  State 
between  Sixty  &  Seventy  Thousand  Pound,  which  I  have  laid  out  in 
purchase  of  Leather  and  Paying  Work  mens  Wages  at  the  Shoe-Fao- 
tory  at  Philadelphia,  AUentown  and  Lancaster.  Pressed  by  the 
Board  of  War  and  the  Clothier  General,  as  I  am  to  make  the  utmost 
Exertions  to  furnish  the  Army  with  Shoes  and  Boots  by  the*  opening 
of  the  Campain.  I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  excuse  the  Liberty  I  have 
taken,  as  it  wip  done  on^  with  an  Intent  to  ff^rther  the  Service^ 
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The  whole  of  the  Fkotorys  mnst  hnve  stop'd  for  want  of  Pij  and 
Materials,  if  I  had  not  supported  them  with  Money.  I  do  not  even 
dntw  Oommissions  on  the  Monej  foraish'd  the  Faetorys.  I  this  Day 
write  to  the  Olothier  General,  who  will  draw  200,000  BoUan  from 
Congress,  and  replaee  what  I  have  used.  Thcore  is  yet  Fourteen 
Townships  oat  of  Thirty  three  to  settle  for  the  first  Tax  for  1779— 
as  soon  as  they  have  settled,  I  will  go  to  Philadel*  and  settle  with 
the  State-Treasurer,  which  I  expect  will  be  about  the  15^  of  May 
next  Or  soonet,  if  I  can  settle  here  with  the  Board  and  Collectors. 

I  am  Sir 
Your  obed^  &  hum.  Ser. 

WILLIAM  HENBY. 

Directed, 
His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Beed  Esq^*. 


Memorial  John  Dunlap  &;  James  Buddin^  1780. 

To  His  Exeelleiiqy  Joseph  Beed  Esquire  Presidei^^  and  tke  Bonoitf- 
Mb  Supreme  Exeoutive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Metnorial  of  John  Dunlap  and  James  Boddin  oA  Behitf  of 
&emselyes  and  of  Jaeob  Morgan  jun'.,  Joseph  Carson  and  John 
Challoner, 

Beqpeotfully  sheweth. 

Thftt  Your  Memorialists  in  September  last  purchased  at  pablio 
Yendae,  of  the  Agents  for  the  Sale  ef  forfeited  Estates  in  Chester 
County  that  Part  of  Tinioum  Island  within  said  County,  which  was 
part  of  the  Estate  formerly  of  Joseph  Galloway  Esquire^  forfeited 
and  sold  in  due  Course  of  Law. 

That  your  Memorialists  have  complied  with  the  Terms  of  Sale  in 
every  Bespeot,  and  obtained  from  His  Ezcellenojr  the  President  and 
the  Honourable  Council  a  Deed  or  Grant  of  Confirmation  for  the 
same  Premises. 

That  nevertheless,  Abraham  Kintsing  the  former  Tenant  under  the 
said  Joseph  Galloway  refuses  to  yield  to  vour  Memorialist,  the  Pos- 
session of  the  said  PremiseS|  notwithstanding  his  having  been  there- 
unto divers  Times  required,  but  detains  the  same  to  the  great  lujaiy 
and  Damage  of  your  Memorialists,  the  present  rightful  Owneis 
thereof. 

Your  Memorialists  therefore  respeotfblly  pray,  Hie  Exoellency  the 
President  and  the  Honorable  Council  may  be  pleased  to  cause  Pos- 
M0sk)Q  of  the  said  Premises  with  the  AppurtennMsata  t>e  dslifered 
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unto  them  in  due  Fomi  of  Law,  whioh  Yoiur  MeaunialiBto  obftU 

gntefallj  acknowledge  &'^** 

JOHN  DUNLAP. 
JAS.  BUDDIN  * 
Philadelphia  April  25^,  1780. 


I 
PfiBS.  Besb  to  Agents  of  Sloop  Acnys,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

Sundry  Petitions  have  been  presented  bj  Peraons  pretending  or 
perhaps  who  really  have  pofohasisd  Prize  Money  of  the  Sloop  Aotive 
belonging  to  Deserters  from  the  Continental  Army.  It  is  the  eletr 
Sense  of  the  Gonncil  that  no  snoh  Purchasers  can  be  admitted  & 
they  expect  you  will  not  p^ay  any  prise  money  belonging  to  such 
Deserters  without  the  Permission  of  the  Board. 

I  am  Gent. 

your  obed.  Hbble  Serv. 
JOS.  REED. 
Indoned, 
April  26, 1780. 


Capt.  David  Ziegler  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Honourable  General, 

I  received  yours  of  the  22<  Instant  by  the  hand  of  Captain  Mo 
(jh>win,  and  find  me  self  under  the  greatest  Obligations  to  tho  Hon^^ 
Counsil  for  the  Honour  they  Pay"^  me  in  finding  me  Capable  of 
Acting  in  my  former  Capacity, 

I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  that  Mr.  Lytle  is  found  unacquainted 
with  the  Post  he  is  in,  and  that  he  Acts  Contrary  to  the  Acts  of 
Assembly. 

By  his  Estimate  send  to  the  Honble  Counsil  he  only  made  Calcu- 
lation ibr  the  Abs^t  Officers  &  men  on  furlough,  &0y  &o,  but  it  is  / 
not  Issued'  I  shonld  be  very  happy  if  Mr.  Lytle  Could  fulfil  the 
post— as  I  would  rather  do  my  duty  in  the  regiment,  but  as  it  is  the 
desire  of  the  Honbk  Counsil  that  I  should  resume  the  Office,  I 
shonld  be  very  happy  if  agreeable  to  the  Honble^Counsil  that  Mr. 
Lytle  should  Issue  and  other  Cargo,  and  then  if  he  does  not  get 

»  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  831. 
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Acquainted  witb  the  Business  I  cannot  refVise;  as  my  Present  Health 
wont  Permit  me  of  taking  it  at  this  Time. 
Honourable  General, 
I  have  the  Honour 

to  bo  your  most  Humble 

&  very  Obedient  Servant, 
I  DAVID  ZIEGLER, 

CapUin  !■'  Penn*  Bgt. 
Camp  27*»  April,  1780. 

Directed, 

On  Publiek  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Qovemor  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Philadelphia. 


Col.  Danju  Bkodhbad  to  Pres.  Bebd,  1780. 

Pittsburgh,  April  27th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  favor  of  the  30th  ultimo  the 
22nd  instant,  and  find  that  the  paramph  respecting  the  difference 
of  sentiments  between  Col"*  Lochrey  &  me  is  answered  in  my  Letter 
of  the  20th  instant. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the  four  Companies  voted  to  be  raised  bj 
the  authority  of  the  State  for  the  Defence  of  the  frontier,  and  as  I 
flatter  myself  the  Eastern  parts  of  the  State  are  at  present  freed 
from  apprehensions  of  Danger,  so  I  hope  these  Companies  when 
raised  will  be 'ordered  to  this  District,  where  the  Enemy  are  remarka- 
bly hostile.  Between  forty  &  fifty  men,  women,  &  Children  have 
been  killed  &  taken  from  what  are  now  called  the  Counties  of  Yo- 
ghagania,  Monongalia,  &  Ohio  since  the  first  of  March,  but  no  da- 
mage has  yet  been  done  in  the  County  of  Westmoreland.  It  is  to  be 
lamented  that  our  treasury  is  low,  but  as  I  always  avoid  an  anticipa- 
tion of  Evil,  BO  I  hope  for  better  accounts  from  thence. 

I  am  much  at  a  loss  to  guess  the  cause  of  -prepossession  in  the 
Assembly  to  favor  former  appointments.  They  must  conceive  a 
mean  opinion  of  my  Judgment  in  regard  to  Officers  if  they  know 
my  opinion  of  these,  and  they  must  be  sensibla  that  many  excellent 
Officers  of  the  State  are  Supernumerary.  I  will  only  take  the  liberty 
to  mention  Captn.  Stokely,  Captn.  Hofinagle,  Captn.  Swearingen,  & 
Captn.  Jack,  either  of  which  are  far  superior  to  either  Erwin  or 
Campbell.     But  were  I  at  liberty  to  recommend  officers  I  should 
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prefer  snoh  who  are  altogether  unoonDected  with  the  leading  people 
of  the  Counties,  and  hare  neither  Families  nor  Farms  to  support  or 
caltiyate  at  an  ezpence  thej  do  not  choose  to  pay.  The  late  Captn. 
Morebead  &  others  considered  their  men  as  their  Servants,  &  tnt- 
ployed  them  to  labour  upon  their  farms  instead  of  the  Service  for 
which  they  were  intended  by  the  publia 

It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  from  Congress  with  respect 
to  the  half  Whigs  of  this  place,  Ward  &  Smallman,  because  I  have 
rec*  another  writ  for  £40,000  Damages  for  taking  the  Demised 
Eiog'ii  Orchard  for  Soldier's  Gardens. 

The  world  is  indeed  very  censorious,  but  I  cannot  conceive  what 
it  has  to  do  with  our  private  property.  I  conceive  we  are  armed  for 
the  very  purpose  of  securing  to  ourselves  &  posterity  a  right  of  dis- 
posing of  our  own  as  we  think  proper. 

I  am  under  great  obligations  for  the  kind  attention  &  regard  you 
have  shewn  my  son,  likewise  for  the  news  papers  &  proclamations^ 
and  shall  seek  occasion  to  rei^der  you  every  agreeable  Service  in  my 
power. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Delaware 
Council,  &  Extracts  from  the  rev^  Missionaries  Zeisburger  &  Hack- 
enweldar's  Letters. 

I  have  requested  a  number  of  the  Militia  from  these  Counties  to 
be  drafted,  and  if  I  get  them  yon  will  possibly  hear  something  im- 
portant from  the  Shawnese  Towns  in  the  Course  of  six  weeks. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  most  sincere  respect 

&  esteem  your  Excellencies 

most  obed«  &  H'ble  Serv«, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Directed^ 

His  Excell'y  Jos.  Reed,  Esq'. 


Chas.  Pbttit  to  P&bs.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  27«*  April,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  morning  received  the  inclosed  draught  of  Congress  on 
your  Excellency  an<^e  Council  for  two  hundred  thousand' Dollars, 
which  I  take  the  liberty  of  thus  presenting  for  acceptance  k  pay- 
ment. This  order  amongst  others,  is  given  to  me  on  the  pressing 
call  for  an  immediate  supply  of  money  to  expedite  the  march  of  the 
Troops  ordered  to  the  southward,  who  are  detained  for  want  of  divers 
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jartudes  without  whioh  they  cannot  proceed,  and  which  it  is  pot  in 
my  power  to  command  without  money.  I  beg  the  early  anewer  of 
the  Council  that  I  may  know  how  £iur  to  rely  on  thia  order  u  % 
supply. 

I  ha^e  the  honor  to  be  with  great  reipeot 

your  BzoeUeno/s  most  obed* 
humble  servant^ 

OHA.  PETTIT, 
A.  Q.  M.  Gen^. 
Directed^ 
To  EJfl  Excellency^  The  President  of  the  State  of  PennBylvuui. 


Pbes.  Beeb  to  Wh.  MoGalla,  1780. 

Sir, 

In  Answer  to  your  Letter  of  the  25  reoeived  this  morning  aoqusiat 
you  that  the  like  Instructions  were  forwarded  to  you  as  the  other 
Commissioners  to  which  you  will  carefully  eonfbrm  by  no  means  inter- 
mixing your  former  Accounts  with  these  or  discovering  an  Anxiety 
to  purchase  of  which  your  past  Experience  must  o^mvinoe  yoa 
Advantage  will  be  taken.  Nor  jvould  we  have  you  use  compulsive 
Methods  but  in  the  Case  of  the  last  Necessity  as  we  have  the  utmost 
Reason  to  believe  the  Money  will  be  in  Credit  sufficient  to  answer 
all  Purposes  if  therefore  any  Difficulty  is  made  with  you  we  can  only 
transfer  the  Orders  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  other  Counties. 

But  as  the  Assembly  directed  an  Appointment  in  each  County  we 
c«nnot  deviate  from  it  while  there  is  a  Prospect  of  being  suppli^  m 
the  County  in  a  reasonable  Time  &  at  reasonable  Bates. 

It  is  expected  the  Money  will  be  ready  the  latter  End  of  next 
Week  when  you  will  do  well  to  attend  or  send  down  a  careful  Hand 
You  have  herewith  sent  you  the  Law  which  you  must  regard  ss  tbe 
grand  Rule  of  your  Conduct  in  the  Business. 
I  am  Sir 

Tour  obed.  Hbble  Ser. 

J.  REED. 

Jndorsedf 

1780,  April  27*^.  To  W-  M«Calla  Com'  ^  Purchaaes  for  Books 
County. 
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Lt.  Nicholas  Kbrn  to  Lt.  Sam'l  Rba,  1780. 

Northampton  Coimtj^  Tomensioii  township. 

Sir, 

Ezcnse  haste,  we  have  this  meiunet  returned  from  a  soont,  where 
we  foQod  mr.  Benjtman  Gilberts  house*  And  gice  mill  &  saw  mill 
totally  consumed  with  phire,  and  likewise  Benjaman  Peirts  house, 
and  the  people  Carryed  of  prisoners  fifteen  in  Number  by  the  enemy, 
Bat  as  the  were  taken  the  25*^  instant  in  the  morning,  We  were  not 
able  to  over  take  them,  bat  we  oould  have  Followed  there  tracks  to 
Sasqaehannah ;  the  15th  instant  Benedick  Bneider  &  son  was  also 
taken  and  carryed  of  by  the  Indians,  which  has  spread  a  general 
fleigbt  in  three  townships,  Penn,  tomension,  &  Cheusnut  Hill.  Now 
we  earnestly  Beg  your  relievf  by  calling  out  the  melittia  on  our 
frontere  as  the  people  on  this  side  of  the  mountain  is  all  Fled  except 
a  few  familyes,  and  the  begin  to  move  on  your  side  of  the  blaa 
mountain.  We  have  had  some  scouting  partyes  But  as  Yallenteers 
will  not  stay  above  two  or  three  Dayes  from  home  at  once,  it  is  of 
no  use  to  the  inhabitants  as  security.  We  find  now  the  want  of  not 
haveinff  our  new  officers  elected  &  we  hardly  know  now  who  to  apply 
to,  but  by  report;  but  our  case  is  deploreable  At  present,  not  knowing 
the  moment  that  we  shall  be  either  killed  or  taken  and  all  we  have 
coosamed  with  Phire,  it  is  now  out  of  my  power  to  embody  five  men 
in  alj  this  township,  but  I  think  if  there  were  proper  Qards  sent  up 
800Q  the  people  would  com  back,  much  Depends  on  your  activity  in 
the  matter,  I  am  with  Grate  respect  your  very  Humble  Servant, 

NICHOLAS  KERN. 

April  27th,  1780.     ^ 

Directed, 
To  Samuel  Ray,  County  Leivtanenant. 

*  A  iHoiaoQlar  aoeonat  of  the  oaptore  and  sofferings  of  Gilbert  and  family, 
was  pubUahed  in  a  pamphlet    See  a  portion  of  it  in  Beg.  of  Pennsa.,  VoL 

m.,  p,  814. 
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GXNL.   WA0HIKQTON  TO  PrES.  B.EBI>y   1780. 

Head  Qourters,  Morris 
Town,  April  28**,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellenc/s  Letter  of  the 
18*^  Instant.*  I  am  sorry  to  find  the  Council  are  apprehensiye  that 
diffioultiea  will  attend  the  collecting  of  the  supplies  reouired  of  the 
State,  by  the  fiesolutbn  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  February  ;  bui 
I  cannot  see  that  it  is  in  my  power  to  prevent  them  in  any  degree. 
Your  Ezoellency  and  the  Council  will  perceive  on  recurring  to  the 
proceedings,  that  all  I  could  do  on  the  occasion,  was  to  appoint  such 
places  of  deposit  in  each  State  for  the  articles  they  were  to  furnish 
respectively,  as  I  should  judge  convenient,  or  in  other  words  accom- 
modated to  the  Public  service.  This  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  in 
the  best  manner  I  was  able  from  a  full  consideration  of  all  oircum- 
stances,  as  well  with  respect  to  Pennsylvania  as  to  every  other 
State ;  and  I  am  happy  in  the  persuasion  that  your  Excellency  and 
the  Council  will  believe  it  has  been  the  case.  It  was  owing  I  ima- 
gine to  the  pressing  necessity  of  the  case  and  the  very  unhappy  state 
of  onr  Public  finance,  tihat  this  mode  of  obtaining  supplies  wu 
adopted ;  and  it  appears  evidently  to  me,  to  be  the  spirit  and  the 
expectation  of  the  system,  founded  I  suppose  in  the  same  unhappy 
necessity  which  led  to  the  requisition  for  specific  supplies,  that  each 
State  should  transport  the  articles  they  are  to  furnish,  to  the  places 
appointed  within  them  as  deposits. 

With  respect  to  the  representation  of  the  field  officers  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania line,  which  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  transmit 
me — it  leads  without  doubt  to  consequences  of  an  important  and 
interesting  nature.  The  objects  in  general  to  which  it  goes  are  of 
such  magnitude  and  delicacy,  that  I  cannot  undertake,  either  to 
decide  or  hardly  to  give  an  opinion  upon  them.  It  is  however  cer- 
tainly to  be  wished  and  the  general  interest  requires  it,  that  the 
Regiments  which  the  Public  think  proper  to  keep  up,  should  be 
more  respectable  than  they  are  in  many  instances  at  present. — How 
this  is  to  be  effected  is  with  the  particular  States  to  determine.  But 
two  modes  occur  to  me — either  to  do  it  by  voluntary  enlistment  or 
by  drafting — ^most  of  the  States  from  which  I  have  hea;rd,  have  in 
consequence  of  the  late  requisition  of  Congress  adopted  the  former, 
and  it  is  said  the  business  is  attended  with  some  success;  but  should 
this  not  be  the  case,  the  States  must  if  they  mean  to  continue  the 
War,  have  recourse  to  the  other  expedient.  I  am  also  persuaded 
that  there  is  too  much  countenance  given  to  Deserters — and  if  proper 
Laws  could  be  devised  &  effectually  executed  against  those  that  do 
it,  that  our  force  would  be  much  more  respectable  than  it  is  at 

*  See  page  198. 
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present.  There  have  been  many  instances  where  Beeertera  which 
have  been  apprehended  by  officers  hare  been  resoned  by  the  People, 
and  bat  very  few  where  the  officers  have  received  their  aid  &  sup- 
port— As  to  a  reduction  and  incorporation  of  the  Regiments,  it 
most  depend  on  Congress — and  be  the  effect  probably  of  some 
general  system  of  arrangement.  I  haye  expected  for  some  days 
past  a  Committee  at  Camp,  whose  powers  possibly  may  extend  to 
this  point.  If  they  do  &  the  measure  is  thought  eligible  and  adopted, 
It  will  I  suppose  of  course  comprehend  a  plan  of  provision  for  the 
officers  who  are  reduced  The  wishes  of  the  Legislature  with 
respect  to  the  Independent  Companies  of  Artillery^  will  also  be  with- 
out doubt  in  such  case,  attended  to  &  the  incorporation  made  if  it 
can  be  done. 

With  respect  to  the  depreciation  of  the  money—- &  makine  it  up 
to  the  Officers  &  Soldiers — ^it  were  to  be  wished  that  it  could  oe  the 
result  of  some  common  general  svstem — that  all  might  stand  upon 
an  equal  footing.  But  whether  this  will  or  can  be  the  case,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  say.  Most  if  not  the  whole  of  the  new  England  States 
as  I  have  understood,  have  acted  upon  the  matter  and  provided  for 
it  in  the  instance  of  their  Troops  -,  but  I  do  not  know  the  principles 
on  which  they  have  conducted  this  business.  This  being  the  case 
with  respect  to  them,  those  of  the  other  States  who  have  the  same 
pretensions,  will  naturally  expect  relief  from  some  quarter.  It  is 
certain  the  depreciation  of  the  money  has  operated  with  singular 
severitj  against  the  Army,  as  their  pay  has  not  been  encreased  and 
gives  them  an  equitable  claim  to  a  compensation ;  but  it  may  be  a 
matter  of  difficulty  to  say  how  the  compensation  should  be  made. 
If  it  is  to  be  in  money — the  payment  at  a  future  day  would  be 
attended  with  less  injury  to  the  PufoMc  and  more  advantage  to  those 
reeeiviDg  it^  as  cm  finances  would  then  be  in  a  better  train  and  of 
course  the  money  more  valuable;  whereas  at  this  time  it  would 
require  a  very  extraordinary  emission  and  add  to  the  PubUo  embav- 
raasments,  while  it  affiwded  but  little  or  tto  relief  to  the  parties. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  great  respect  ft  esteem 

your  Excellency's 

most  obe't  hum.  Servant, 

G*  WASHINGTON. 

Directed f 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire. 
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P&ES.  Bbbd  to  Col.  Sak'l.  J.  Atlee,  1780. 

Sir, 

Tour  Fftvour  of  the  18  th  Inst,  has  been  duly  received  &  comma- 
Bleated  to  the  Council.  In  Consequence  of  your  Recommendation 
Commissions  have  issued  to  Messrs.  Carpenter,  Barber,  &  Clark, 
nrhich  you  will  receive  herewith.  It  is  not  the  Bxpectaticn  of- 
Council  that  the  new  Officers  will  be  responsible  for  the  former 
Arrearages  or  farther  than  they  themselves  receive.  But  as  the  Nob- 
Collection  will  be  attended  with  many  Inconveniencies  &  Heartbom- 
ings  to  those  who  have  turn'd  out  with  the  Militia  or  paid  their 
Fines,  We  doubt  not  you  will  see  the  Propriety  of  urging  the  former 
Officers  to  finish  this  Business  or  it  will  he  probably  a  disagreeable 
Bar  to  your  executing  your  Duty  with  Satisfaction  to  yourselves  & 
the  Publick.  We  have  observed  the  greatest  Difficulties  have  arisen 
in  these  Counties,  particularly  York  &  Northampton,  when  the . 
Collectors  from  Motives  of  false  Tenderness  &  Desire  to  please  every 
one  have  given  Indulgencies  &  shewn  Partialities.  The  Consequence 
has  been  that  the  well  affected  &  spirited  have  been  discouraged,  k 
when  they  have  been  called  a  second  Time  they  have  complained  of 
the  Advantages  which  the  timid  disaffected  &  lazy  have  gained  bj 
their  Backwardness. 

A  firm  &  vigorous  Line  of  Conduct  adhering  strictly  to  the  Law 
has  been  found  the  most  desirable  Method  of  pleasing,  &  I  am  satu- 
fied  is  attended  with  the  least  Trouble  in  the  £nd. 

Wishing  you  &  the  other  Gentlemen  Health  &  Success,  I  remain 
Sir,  your  obed.  Hbbl  Serv.,  i 

JOS.  RE£D. 

Directed, 

Col.  Samuel  AtleC|  Lieutenant  of  Lancaster  County. 


David  Hau.  &  Hbkbt  Fishbb  to  Prss.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

As  we  are  informed  there  are  a  number  of  small  armed  Boats  from 
New  York  now  cruising  in  our  Bay  which  have  taken  several  small 
Vessels  on  their  passage  to  ft  from  Philadelphia,  we  thought  it 
necessary  to  inform  your  honorable  Board,  in  hopes  that  some  plan 
will  be  fell  upon  to  clear  onr  Shores  from  these  Refugees  and  render 
our  trade  free  and  unmolested. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  two  of  your  State  Barges  with  twelve  or 
fifteen  men  in  each  will  sufficiently  answer  every  purpose,  as  those 
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planders  keep  close  in  with  the  Shores  and  in  the  small  creeks  & 
Gats  which  afford  them  shelter,  should  joa  he  of  opinion  with  us 
that  they  will  be  necessary,  hope  yon  will  send  them  down  as  soon 
possible,  and  we  will  giye  them  every  assistance  in  oar  power. 
We  are  Gentlemen 

your  most  obd* 

hnm'l  Serv«« 

DAVID  HALL,  Co!", 
HENRY  FISHER.* 
Lewistown,  Apr  29th,  1780. 
Directed, 
(On  pnblick  SerTice.) 
To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  War,  Philadelphia. 


Pbss.  Bbbb  to  Col.  Johk  Pboctob,  1780. 

Sir, 

It  is  with  great  Concern  I  am  obliged  to  inform  yon  that  the  State 
of  the  pnblick  Treasury  since  yon  left  ns  has  been  snch  as  abaolntely 
prevent^  onr  sending  the  Money  necessary  to  raiae  the  Companies  & 
we  therefore  declined  sending  the  Commissions.  The  Demands  of 
CoDgiess  have  been  so  varions  so  pressing  &  great  that  we  have  seen 
onrselTcs  reduced  to  a  Necesity  of  private  Loans;  for  the  oommon 
Purpose  of  Oovemm' — ^A  most  unhappy  Delinqnency  in  the  Collec- 
tion of  publick  Taxes  has  prevailed  which  will  be  attended  with  very 
fatal  Gonseqnences  if  a  speedy  Remedy  is  not  applied.  Nothing  has 
been  wanting  on  onr  Part  &  we  flatter  onrselves  with  more  Punotu* 
ftlity  &  Attention  in  the  Counties  for  the  futnie.  It  is  a  melan- 
choly Truth  that  the  Counties  in  greatest  Safety  as  Laiioasteri 
Cumberland  &  York  are  the  moat  delinquent. 

After  mnoh  Consideration  on  the  State  of  the  Frontiers  & 
Anxiety  to  relieve  them  we  thought  it  best  to  isane  a  Proclamation 
encouraging  the  young  Fellows  to  turn  out  in  small  parties  as  the 
Enemy  do — we  are  convinced  a  few  Parties  of  this  Kind  wilt  give 
yon  more  real  Protection  than  many  Garrisons  &  Forts. 

Inclosed  I  send  yon  some  of  the  Proclamations  which  you  will  do  well 
to  distribute  &  particularly  to  send  some  to  Col.  Loohry,  to  whom 
JOQ  will  also  communicate  this  Letter  as  I  have  not  Time  by  thia 
0pp7  to  write  him. 

I  am  Sir  with  Esteem 

your  most  obed  &  very  H'bble  Serv* 
Directed, 
^    To  Col.  John  Proctor,  Westmoreland  County. 

*  Bee  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  832. 
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Pkbs.  Reed  to  Col.  Brodhbad,  1780. 

Philad.,  April  29, 1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  Favour  of  the  18  March*  &  am  sorry  to  find  the 
Delawarea  whose  Profeedona  have  been  bo  great  &  who  have  aetoally 
received  ao  many  Marks  of  Kindness  should  have  acted  so  ungratefd 
&  barbarous  a  Part  It  confirms  the  Melancholy  observation  longmade 
that  the  Savages  are  not  to  be  gained  or  preserved  on  any  other 
Principle  than  Fear. 

We  wish  it  was  in  the  Generals  Power  to  send  you  the  desired 
Beinforcement  but  we  fear  the  reduced  State  of  tlfe  Army  under  hia 
Command  in  Consequence  of  the  Detachment  to  Carolina  will  pre- 
vent his  doing  more  than  sending  you  the  Detachment  of  Artill' 
under  Capt  Craig  which  has  gone  from  this  2  Weeks  ago. 

The  A^mbly  in  their  last  Session  voted  4  Companies  to  be 
ndsed  for  the  Frontiers  but  the  deficient  State  of  the  Treasury  has 
prevented  our  carrying  it  into  Execution  as  the  Demands  of  Congress 
upon  us  greatly  exceed  any  Supplies  we  yet  obtain  by  Taxes*— You 
will  therefore  render  a  very  important  &  acceptable  service  to  us  if 
you  can  cover  Westmorehind  in  any  considerable  Degree.  After  many 
consultations  &  much  Deliberation  we  have  concluded  to  offer  a 
Reward  for  Scalps  ft  hope  it  will  serve  as  an  Inducement  'to  the 
yoong  Fellows  of  the  County  &  others  to  turn  out  against  the 
Indians.  I  herewith  send  yon  several  of  them.  We  are  sensible  it 
may  be  attended  with  Inconvenienees  but  it  oconrred  to  us  as  a 
Measure  of  Necessity  A  the  only  effectual  Weapon  againa  the 
Savages  we  hope  it  is  so  guarded  that  many  abuses  will  not  happen. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  find  that  Congress  have  fully  justified  & 
will  support  you  against  the  improper  Proceedings  of  the  Virginia 
Court  &  as  &r  as  Prudence  A;  a  due  Regard  to  your  Duty  will  adndt  I 
flatter  myself  the  Right  of  this  State  against  the  Usurpation  & 
Injustice  of  Virginia  will  be  oountenanced  A  supp(Hrted. 
lam 

with  much  Esteem 

Sir  your  most  obed 

&  very  H'bble  Serv* 

JOS.  REED. 
DtrecUdf 

To  CoL  Brodhead  Comand'  at  Fort  Pitt 

*  See  page  140. 
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Fbfde.  Antes  to  Frbs.  Bbed,  1780. 

NorthQmberlaiid  Maj  the  l-"  1780. 
Sir, 

I  Reoeited  my  appointment  as  CommiasioDer  of  pnrehaaea  for  ibis 
Connty  about  Two  weeka  ago  wicb  gave  me  grade  Gonoem  bow  to  act 
Especially  at  tbis  Critical  Juncture  of  Time  when  the  beat  part  of 
our  County  is  upon  the  moving  order,  and  preparing  for  a  flite.  If 
no  Beleve  very  sune  apears  I  do  not  doubt  you  have  heretofore  beard 
by  way  of  petition  the  Calametys  this  County  Is  in  at  this  time  by 
wicb  means  you  will  Read*'  aprehend  that  it  will  be  out  of  my  power 
to  do  much  at  present^  as  the  County  bath  heretofore  been  prety 
reely  Scoured  by  the  former  purchasing  GonEimissaries  and  Foridge 
MasteiB  so  that  there  is  but  litel  left. 

Several  people  that  are  going  eut  of  the  County  h*Te  offered  there 
gnitt  thay  have  for  their  one  family  Use  if  they  Could  have  other 
Grain  for  it  below  in  Exchange  (as  thay  could  not  spare  it  on  any 
other  Terms)  which  might  perhaps  answer  a  good  purpose  and  save 
Expences  of  bringing  it  here  for  the  use  of  &e  Troops,  liqur  may 
be  got  here  for  that  use,  and  there  is  none  in  the  stores  at  present  by 
which  means  the  Troops  must  do  without  any. 

I  tkktXL  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  forward  the  BusinesSi  and 
should  be  ^ad  to  be  supplied  with  som  rnone^  and  the  Law  for  that 
purpeoe  as  sun  as  poasible. 

Sins  M'.  McCelog  heard  of  the  new  apointment  he  declined  purohis- 
ing  any  thing  for  the  use  of  the  Troops,  by  which  means  there  is 
great  I^onantations  for  vegetables  and  som  fresh  provitions  Espe- 
cially fior  the  officeis,  and  nobody  apnointed  to  provid  the  same,  thay 
say  it  is  to  hard  to  live  Intirely  on  Salt  or  Fried  Beef  and  not  as  much 
as  a  fne  potatoes  [which  may  be  had.] 

I  am  Sir  with  grate  Bespeet, 

Your  obedient  and  ?ery  humble  Servant, 

FD»  ANTES. 
Indoned, 

To  Jos.  Beed,  Prendent 
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Samuel  Bma,  to  Pbbs.  Bsbd,  1780* 

Northampton  County. 
Gentlemen, 

BjT  tliif  I  b^  leave  to  bfonn  Ooimeil  of  the  alarmnig  and 
dUtreflBed  sitaation  of  the  frontlera  of  this  Countjr^  einoe  the  aeeoanl 
Transmitted  from  Mese'  Depni,  Stroud  &  Yancampen. 

Byezpreee  sent  from  Lieut  Col  Kern*  of  the  i^  Batalion  who  Buys 
that,  this  moment  I  returned  from  a  Seoul  acnd  that  they  found  Ben- 
jamin Qilberts  Houae,  Orist  mill  &  Saw  Mills,  totaley  humt  by  the 
Enemy,  and  likewise  Benjamin  Peorts  house  and  the  People  15  in 
number  carried  of  Prisoners,  taken  on  the  26*^  ult.,  in  the  morning 
and  Benedict  Sayder  and  son  were  Captured  on  the  15*^  of  last  Month 
By  the  Indians, — By  the  late  Repeated  Incursions  greatly  alarmed 
the  inbabitantB  of  the  Townships  of  Tomensing,  Penns  and  Cbestnui 
Hill  80  that  ([by  the  above  relation)  was  entirely  eyacnated  the  extent 
of  the  Frontiers  intirely  abandonded,  so  that  at  this  Gritieal  juncture 
the  InbabitantB  may  be  justly  looked  aa  in  a  most  deplorable  Situation 
And  aa  the  Militia  of  this  County  is  not  as  yet  properly  arranged,  Our 
pieaeat  OSoera  do  not  seem  to  aot  with  as  much  vigor  aa  I  would 
wiah|  nor  the  Privates  a$  efaeerftdly  to  obey  aa  might  be  expected. 
IheUeu'  Chambers  &  Barkhaller  have  they  inform  me,  called  upon 
theHilitk  Agreeable  to  the  Ordem  of  Council  Sent  31r.  Eaghlia 
bat  have  been  usiverBally  disobeyed. 

IHierefore  naust  beg  leave  to  JUqueat  of  Council  as  speedy  Belief 
ws  Poaaible  from  the  adjacent  Lower  Gountys.  As  the  Gommissioa 
Yon  have  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with  came  bot  htely  hands  have 
not  had  Time  to  have  the  Militia  properly  arranged  and  will  still 
lequiro  some  Harther  Time  before  it  can  be  i«^£rly  compleated: 
And  from  the  prevailing  Panick  &  Terror  on  the  verge  of  the  Fron« 
tiers,  will  not  be  almost  impraetioable  if  not  impolitic  to  impoaeany 
daty  that  can  be  avoided  upon  those  who  are  daily  exposed  to  the 
Savage  Fury  of  the  Snemy. 

I  must  further  Bequest  that  a  Snply  of  Fire  Arms  may  be  sent 
and  an  additional  Suply  of  AmuQition  aa  soon  as  nay  m,  as  the 
Nnmbes  already  will  not  be  ade(|nate  to  the  present  necessity,  and 
nnless  there  be  a  Speedy  Relief  of  Men  from  some  of  other  Countys 
&  Amunitioo'  the  Frontier  Inhabitantff  will  rej^ir  back  and  in  a  little 
time  it.  mav  be  hard  to  know  where  the  Frontiers  of  tUa  County 
may  be ;  please  to  excuse  haste  ft  ineoherenee. 

I  am  Oent  your  meal  obedi^ty  . 
and  mpat  H«m^^  Servant, 

SAUUBL  BSA«t 

Mountbeihel  1-*  May  1780. 

*  See  page  218. 
t  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  Xn.,  p.  886. 
10* 
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P.  S.   Please  to  communicate  your  pleasure  bj  the  bearer  Mr. 
Peter  Middagh  which  will  be  mj  Qove^ament. 

Directed, 

On  Publiok  Serrice. 

To  Hia  Bzoelleney  Joseph  Beed  Esq.  Ptendenl  of  ihe  Eze*~ 
Oouucil  for  the  State  of  Pennsjlvania. 

Indorsed, 

From  Samuel  Bhea,  Bead  ia  Goonoil  Maj  2Bd  1780. 


Prbs.  Rbbb  to  Samuel  Bba,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  received  your  Letter  advi8in|  of  the  Irruption  of  the  Savages  4k 
their  sereral  Movements.  It  is  indeed  a  distressiitg  Circumstance  ft 
the  Inability  or  Inattention  of  the  People  to  make  a  suffieient  De* 
fence  render  it  more  so.  It  is  much  to  be  wishM  that  the  leading 
People  of  the  Goaaty  had  intended  themselves  to  fill  Oapt  Shraw- 
der's  Company,  then  they  would  have  bad  a  permanent  &  constant 
force  which  would  have  been  ready  for  Scouts  &  other  Service. 
We  would  recommend  this  i^y  be  done  without  Delay  ft  to  facilitate 
it  Council  have  altered  the  Terms  of  Inlistment  from  the  War  to  three 
Tears,  which  we  hope  will  have  a  good  Effect.  We  observe  you 
have  called  the  Militia  which  we  approve  provided  they  will  Berfoiisly 
employ  themselves  in  their  proper  Doty  but  we  must  express  eur 
Disapprobation  of  their  rettdeavousiiig  in  Lurge  Bodies  in  Tiavems  ft 
spending  their  time  in  Amusements.  We  most  earnestly  wish  aome 
Method  couhl  be  fallen  upon  to  prevent  tiie  great  Waste  of  Ammu- 
nition. The  Demands  are  coaetant  for  this  Artiole  ft  the  Supplies 
have  been  great  but  how  it  is  consumed  we  are  at  a  loss  to  judge. 
Exclusive  of  the  Szpenoe  which  is  great  it  is  becoming  very  difficolt 
to  procure;  our  ConMuissaiy  cannot  get  lOOO&of  Lead  in  the  City. 
Surely  this  should  be  a  strong  Motive  to  make  every  one  oautioiia 
how  he  wastes  it. 

Oonsidbrittg  your  Diataace  from  the  Seat  of  Danger  ft  the  Neoea- 
stty  of  some  farther  Belief  we  have  seat  up  to  Mr.  Vaneampon  a  mem* 
ber  of  our  Board  £1000  in  State  Money  to  be  applied  to  raising 
Scouting  Parties  rewarding  any  who  shall  lake  scalps  or  Prisoners 
ft  otherwise  used  as  the  present  Bmergency  shall  require. 

As  soon  aa  the  Ammunition  is  procured  it  will  be  sent  under  the 
Care  of  Capt  Sbrawder  who  will  deliver  it  to  you  ft  we  hope  you  will 
examine  into  the  Expenditure  ft  Didtribution  9B  we  rely  much  on  your 
Care  in  this  ParUcular. 
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We  miist  reoommend  to  yon  to  a  Strict  GoIIeotion  of  the  Fines  & 
wish  jon  to  reoommend  a  Pi^master  of  the  Militia  aa  Mr.  Balaton 
has  declined  the  office. 

I  am  air, 

Yonr  Friend  &  Hbbl  Serr 
J.B. 
To  Col.  Bea  UenL  of  the  Oonnty  of  Northampton*. 
Indorsed,— Vlhj  1.  1780. 


OWSK  BiDDLB  TO   GhaBLBS  pETtlT^  1780. 

Philadelphia,  2d  May,  1780. 
Sir, 

Teeterday  I  reoeiyed  a  note  from  General  Wayne,  adviaing  me 
that  in  conaeqaence  of  the  Forage  Maeter  of  Chester  County  not 
fapplying  him  with  forage  on  hia  application,  he  was  reduced  to 
the  neceari^  of  parchaaiog  some  for  hia  horse8|  and  that  he  ahaU 
oall  upon  me  for  the  payment  of  hia  account. 

There  are  several  other  officera  who  are  in  aimilar  circamstancea^ 
who  have  likewise  applied  to  me.  You  know  it  haa  been  the  practice 
to  pay  such  aooouata  for  forage,  when  it  could  not  be  had  from  the 
Issueing  Forage  Masters,  and  where  the  aceoimta  were  properiy 
certified;  but  as  the  officers  of  the  Staff  are  prohibited  from  puj^ 
chasing,  a  doubt  has  arisen  with  me,  whether  it  would  not  be  a 
riolation  of  the  Law  for  any  of  the  Staff  to  pay  thoee  accounts, 
as  it  would- reduce  the  emoluments  of  the  State  purchasers,  and 
might  render  us  liable  to  be  suspected  of  having  an  intention  to 
eli^e  the  Law;  from  this  view  of  the  matter,  I  have  declined  pay- 
ment of  some  accounts,  but  unless  there  is  some  person  for  tha 
officem  of  the  Line  to  have  recourse  to  for  payment,  they  will  be 
much  oppressed,  by  the  ezpenoe  of  keeping  theii  own  faprses;  soA 
the  public  service  obstructed, 

I  do  therefore  request  you  would  advise  me  bow  to  proc^ed^  tha^ 

I  may  not  be  chargeable  on  the  one  band  with  an  infraction  of  the' 

Law,  nor  on  the  other,  that  the  public  service  be  not  impeded,  or 

the  Gkntlemen  of  the  Army  subjected  to  unreasonable  difficulties.   , 

I  am  with  great  Regard, 

'    your  obed*  humb*  aervant. 

OWEN  BIDDLB, 
Asa.  C.  Qen.  Foi^e*' 
IHrtcted, 

Public  service.  To  Colonel  Charles  Pettit,  Assistant  Quarter 
Master  Genoal.    Present. 

*  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  Xfl.  p.  M6. 
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Chabus  Pjbtiit  to  PftBS.  Bbsd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  2d  Hay,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  oases  mentioned  by  the  Assistant  Commissaiy  General  of 
Forage  in  his  letter  to  me  of  the  Ist  Instant,  which  I  shall  inolose 
herewith,  seem  not  to  be  fully  provided  for  by  the  Act  of  Assembly 
of  this  State,  though  they  may,  perhaps,  by  a  fair  oonstruction, 
eome  within  the  meaning  of  it.  But  as  military  officers  are  not 
always  the  most  candid  expounders  of  Statute  Laws,  I  request  the 
directions  of  yonr  Excellency  and  the  Council  upon  the  matter, 
which  may  relieiie  the  Officers  of  the  Forage  Department  from 
unjust  censure  on  yielding  due  obedience  to  the  Law. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  homUe  s^vanty 

CHA.  PETTIT, 
A.  Q.  M.  Gen'l. 
Directed^ 

To  his  Excellenoy  The  President  of  the  Supreme  ExeoutiTe 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Board  ov  War  to  P&jbs.  Bbed,  1780. 

W«Offifle,May2d,1780. 
D'Sir^ 

'  llseeaelosed'Letter  fell  into  my  Hiinds  when  the  Board  wu  not 
sitting.  But  as  the  Subject  of  it  is  entirely  out  of  our  Line,  I  do 
myself  the  Honor  of  sending  it  to  you,  that,  if  you  think  proper, 
you  may  lay  it  before  the  Council. 

I  am  with  much  Esteem, 

your  very  obed.  serv*, 

KICHABD  PETERS. 

The  Gentlemen  who  write  the  Letter  are  much  to  be  depended 
upon.  Mr.  Fisher^s  Exertions,  while  the  Enemy  were  in  Philadel- 
phia, do  him  much  Honor.  I  mention  him  as  being  more,  particu- 
larly acquainted  with  him. 

Directedy 
To  his  Excellency  Pr^ident  Reed. 
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GsNBRAii  Wh.  Ihvuib  TO  Pjlxs.  BlBD,  1780* 

Gamp,  near  Morristown^  Hay  2d;  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

Tbe  Inspeetor  General  Inapeoted  <»ar  DiTision  this  day,  ft  innais 
H  »  iaoompatible  with  the  dignity  of  an  offieer  in  the  Line,  to  act 
aa  State  Afsnt;  ft  adde  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  makea  a 
point  of  haying  all  wolA  appointinenls  diseonntenaneed. 

I  tdd  him  I  would  infofm  yonr  Bxoelleney  of  this  matter ;  aft 
the  same  tinm  I  most  beg  to  remind  yoAithat  Mr.  Swaino  is  of  no 
manner  of  Use  to  ns  in  the  Gharaeter  of  State  Cloathier.  As  he 
la  of  the  Connoils  appointing,  I  did  not  Uke  to  apply  to  the  Ghaiieral 
to  dismiss  him.  Bat  I  hope  yon  will  appoint  one  in  his  stead,  aa 
it  la  a  great  disadvantage  to  the  Troops^  not  having  sue  allwsys 
present. 

I  ana  of  epinkm  that  one  good  man  oonld  do  the  dntiea  of  State 
Oloathier  ft  Agent  of  Stores. 

Desertion  still  prevails  to  a  vast  degcee;  not  less  than  47  from 
my  Brigsde  last  month.  Want  of  Provision  ft  other  hardshipi^  I 
believe  are  leading  eanaas,  together  with  the  little  Vakie  of  their 
pay.  QThe  Resolution  for  making  up  the  denutation  being  looked 
on  only  to  amnse — I  mean  by  the  soldiery.;  There  is  another 
eanse  which  excites  uneasiness.  Officers  who  are  now  ont  of  service 
are  too  leady  to  ffive  Men  Certificates  respecting  the  term  of  Inlist- 
ment,  most  of  which  are  &lse,  as  many  of  the  Original  Inlistments 
are  yet  in  the  hands  of  Officers  Commanding  Regiments. 

The  deluded  men  look  on  these  Certificatee  as  an  over  Ballance 
for  the  Inlistments ;  some  of  them  have  had  the  audacity  to  say, 
The  Officers  have  Forged  them.  I  am  sorry  to  say  a  number  of 
Magistrates  have  acted  at  least,  unguardedly  in  these  matters,  by 
taking  exparty  Oaths,  or  administering  them  to  old  Serjeants,  ft 
even  some  of  the  Soldiers  themselves,  in  their  owti  behalf.  Certifi- 
cates of  these  Oaths  are  poured  down  in  torr^ls  on  us  by  almost 
every  man  who  has  returned  from  Furlough. 

Mr.  Scott  of  Tork  Town,  seems  to  have  taken  the  lead.  (General 
Lacey  has  given  some  Certificates  in  which  he  must  have  been 
mealy  mistaken ;  in  short  tbej^  are  numerous  from  all  parts  of 
Uie  State.  It  is  a  pity  so  many  inadvertancies  should  be  committed 
— ^I  call  them  so,  as  I  can  not  suppose  they  mean  to  injure  the 
service.  I  wish  I  could  say  so  much  for  the  Supemumary  officersj 
but  am  too  well  convinced  they  are  prompted  by  a  low  ft  designing 
cunning. 

The  Baron  Steuben  informs  me  that  mless  I  could  assure  him  that 
400  Recmite  would  arrive  in  Camp  for  our  Line  before  the  first  of 
Ju^Oi  a  Reform  must  U^e  place  for  the  Campaign.  His  calculations 
are  b  level  the  10  Regiments  to  form  8  Battalions,  these  to  turn 
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out  one  Battalion  of  Infantry,  which  are  to  be  kept  aUways  com- 
pleat;  even  thia  Plan  will  take  at  least  200  &e(»:ail8y  on  a  moderate 
oalcolation  to  keep  up  the  Battalions,  which  he  says  mnst  be  260. 
This  will  be  a  Tery  disagreeable  business,  more  so  as  he  says  no 
other  Line  will  have  to  undergo  a  reform,  as  each  State  have  pro- 
mised to  send  as  many  Recruits  as  will  afbrd  the  arrangement  he 
proposes.  He  will  not  admit  a  total  fleform  of  the  Regiments,  he 
means  it  for  the  Oampaign  only ;  he  also  says  if  some  few  shoald 
not  joyn  he  fears  the  whole  must  be  thrown  into  one  Brigade; 
should  the  ten  Regiments  be  thrown  into  even  the  Division  it  will 
brake  up  General  Hand's  Brigade ;  this  will  neoessaiily  bring  on 
an  enquiry  whether  he  belongs  to  Pennsylvania.  I  have  at  kngth 
obtained  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  authorising  General  Washington 
to  order  an  enquiry  made  into,  &  finally  determine  my  claim  ^ 
rank.  There  has  not  yet  been  time  to  get  any  thing  done  in  it,  & 
I  believe  a  Board  will  not  be  aMe  to  determine  it  till  it  ia  pvBvi* 
ously  ascertained  what  State  he  really  belongs  to. 

I  wrote  Ooi.  Parmer,  requesting  he  wc«ld  fhmish  me  with  an 
account  of  the  Articles  of  Summer  Cloathing,  &  when  we  may  expect 
them.  The  Troops  are  extremely  in  want  of  Shirts  in  particular ; 
two  weeks  time  will  make  linen  overalls,  not  only  most  comfortaUei 
bat  really  necessary,  as  the  Woolen  ones  are  woni  oni. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem, 
Dear  ^iir, 

year  most  obedient 

Hnmble  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 
Directed^ 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 


SbC.    of  COTJlNOiL  TO  TflOMAS  TaISBj   1780. 

Philad*  MAy  2nd,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Council  have  had  some  intimation  of  a  private  resolution  of 
the  house  of  Geoeral  assembly,  respecting  the  defence  of  the  Fron- 
tiers. If  there  be  any  such  resolution  the  Council  request  yoa 
will  furnish  them  with  it  as  soon  as  possible,  the  frontiers  being  in 
extreme  distress. 

I  an  with  due  respec<^ 

your  hnmble  servant^ 

T.  M.,  See'y. 
To  Thos.  Paine  Esq., 
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Pebs.  Rbbd  to  Col.  Samubl  Rxa,  1780. 

Sir, 

Toar  Leitar  of  tbe  Iji,  Inst*  ioolosiog  Lt  Ool.  Keros  which  oott- 
tains  a  |MriioiiIar  Aoo^  of  the  Deprodttions  of  tho  SaTtgos  has  beea 
dolj  Teoeived,  &  laid  before  the  Sapreme  Executive  Counci].  We 
ire  extremely  concerned  at  the  unhappy  Slate  of  the  County,  which 
we  would  do  every  Thiog  in  onr  Power  to  relieve,  bat  are  sorry  to 
observe  by  your  Letter  that  there  appears  so  little  Deposition  in  the 
County  to  adopt  the  only  Means  of  Relief  which  the  Nature  of  the 
Case  admits.  Every  one  acquainted  with  the  Nature  of  Indian  War 
must  he  sensible  that  Awmstanee  drawn  from  remote  Parts  must  be 
very  inadequate  to  the  desired  Purpose,  whereas  a  regular  ft  well 
formed  Militia  supported  by  the  State,  ft  being  on  the  Spot 
must  oertainly,  be  the  surest  Defence  ft  best  Safeguard  to  the 
Inhabitants.  We  observe  yoa  eaprqss  a  Demre  that  Se  Militia  of 
the  adjoining  Counties  should  be  called,  but  it  seems  extraordinary 
that  if  your  own  People  are  as  mentioned  in  your  Letter  disobedient| 
they  can  expect  that  others  who  are  moie  distant  should  go  to  pro- 
tect them.  A  very  coosidesahle  Part  of  Northampton  County  must 
he  from  its  Situation  as  secure  as  some  Parts  of  those  who  are  called 
upoVf  it  is  our  opinion,  therefore  that  you  should  with  all  expeditioQ 
form  the  Militia  in.  your  Coun^,  ft  require  their  Service,  after  which 
you  will  have  a  very  just  JSxpeotaiion  of  Assbtance  from  the 
adjoining  Counties^  ft  we  shall  most  certainly  comply  with  every 
reasooabie  Bequest  for  that  Purpose.  As  an  Enconragament  to 
repulse  the  Savages  ft  form  volunteer  Parties  we  have  offered 
Rewards  for  Prisoners^  ft  Scalps,  agreeable  to  the  PhMlamations 
herewiA  which  we  would  have  you  communicate  as  generally  as 
posaiUe,  &  by  all  Means  in  your  Power  encourage  the  young  Men 
of  the  County,  ft  even  of  New  Jersey  to  turn  out  in  small  Parties 
endeavour  to  fall  in  with  them  on  their  Marohes,  ft  even  follow 
them  to  their  Towns,  This  from  Experience  has  been  found  the  mosi 
effectual  Plea  of  Contending  with  this  subtle,  ft  dangfrous  ^nemy. 

In  addition  to  these  Measures  we  have  concluded  to  raise  a 
Coinpany  immediately  upon  the  Terms  proposed  in  the  enclosed 
Papers,  ft  that  no  Time  may  be  lost,  we  desire  you  in  Conjunction  with 
M'  Arndt,  or  if  he  Is  come  away  with*  two  of  the  Sub-Lieutenants 
to  appoint  the  Officers  agreeable  to  the  Plan  indosed,  ft  set  them 
immediately  to  recruiting  Men  reporting  to  us  the  Names  of  the 
Officers  so  that  Commissions  may  be  sent  them,  ft  other  arrange 
menta  made  fbr  their  Support,  ft  Ilqdpment :  if  they  will  find  their- 
own  BlanketS;  ft  Arms  thev  shall  have  a  reasonable  allowance^  ft  as 
the  Terms  are  very  liberal,  we  hope  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
getting  good  Officers  as  well  as  active  vigorous  youpg  Men  to  serve 

*  See  page  221. 
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under  them.  They  are  to  be  tinder  your  immediate  DireettonSy  & 
hope  they  may  be  found  oseftd.  Hayrog  lately  forwarded  up  some 
ammnnition  we  cannot  think  it  neoeesary  to  send  up  more  as  we  do 
not  see  how  the  last  Supply  oan  yet  be  expended.  In  a  little  Time 
the  Ooantry  will  remove  the  Pannick  which  seems  to  haye  stmok 
them,  ft  we  haye  no  Doubt  will  exert  themselyes  with  soitable  spirit 
ft  Vigor, 

I  am  Sir^ 

Tour  Obei  Hbble.  Sev. 

J.  R  * 
Indorsed,  May  8d,  1780. 

To  Ool.  Samoei  Bea,  Lieatenaiit  oi  Northampton  Oonnty. 


Sam'l  M0BBX89  Bso.  to  Sso.  Matlaok,  1780. 

Sir, 

About  half  after  one  o'clock  M'  R.  Morris  attended  at  the  Office 
with  Miralle's  Will  ft  Translation,  I  took  notice  to  him  that  there 
were  no  persons  expressly  named  Executors,  for  which  reason  he 
said  he  would  haye  y*  adyioe  of  Counsel,  and  said  that  he  thought  it 
might  also  be  proper  for  me,  and  he  thought  the  fittest  person  to  lufyisa 
with  wgs  the  President;  you'l  do  me  the  Fkyeur,  to  let  the  President 
know  how  much  I  shall  think  my  self  Obliged  to  him  for  his  advice 
in  this  matter^  and  will  wait  in  expectation  of  it  before  I  proceed 
fctther.  -- 

I  am,  his  ft  your's  &c., 

SAML.  MORRIS,  REG. 
Monday  3  o'Clock  P.  M. 
I  haye  sent  the  Translation  done  as  M'  Morris  says  by  bis  CkrL 

Dirtied. 
Timothy  Matlaek  Esq^ 

Present. 

Indorsed, 

.    1780  May  4th,  from  Saml.  Morris  Regbter  of  Wills. 


Instructions  .  to  Capt.  Nathan  Boys,  1Y80. 

Ton  are  with  all  Expedition  to  engage  Yolnnteers  not  exceeding 
80  exclttsiye  of  Officers,  &  proceed  down  the  Riyer  Delawm  in 
Pursuit  of  seyetal  Boats  manned  by  Refugees  from  New  York  whom 

*  See  Ool.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  886. 
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yon  are  to  treat  as  the  most  inveterate  Enemies  of  tbese  States. 
As  an  Encouragement  to  these  Volnnteers  they  shall  receive  Pro- 
TisioiiSy  Arms  k  Ammunition,  from  this  State  for  the  Arms  ft 
Ammnnition  the  Officers  are  to  be  aoconntable  on  their  Betnro, 
and  for  ereiy  Prisoner  taken  or  Man  necessarily  killed  yon  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  1000  Dollars,  the  same  to  be  divided  among  the 
Offions  ft  Men  in  the  following  Proportions. 

Commanding  Officer,  4  Shares. 

2nd,  in  Command,  8  Shares. 

dd,  in  Command,  2  Shares 

A  every  private,  one  Share 

Indaned,  May  3d,  1780. 


Owen  Ferris  to  Pkes.  Reed,  1780. 

Esteemed  Sir, 

Necessity  absolute  Necessity,  Compels  me  to  apply  in  Behalf  of 
the  Troop  raised  in  Pbilad*  County,  for  a  few  Horsemen  Swords,  as 
they  cannot  properly  Equip  themselves  under  two  months,  knowing 
thai  it  is  a  DNesire  near  to  your  Heart  that  they  Should  be  properly 
trained,  it  Imboldened  me  to  make  this  application. 

Suffer  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  we  shall  be  ready  at  your 
call,  ft  allways  happy  to  have  yon  at  the  bead  of  ns 

Should  the  favour  be  granted  us  of  30  Swords,  I  will  be  aoconntable 
for  them,  ft  return  them  Whenever  I  am  ordered, 
ft  am  Sir,  with  Esteem, 

Your  most  obe*  Serv*, 

OWEN  FEBRIS. 

German  Town  b^  May  1780. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq**  President  of  the  Supreme 
EzecntiTe  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pbbs.  Reed  to  Pbes.  of  Congress,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Philad*,  May  6th,  1780. 

Sir, 

We  have  the  most  anthentick  Information  that  the  liSgislature  of 
the  State  of  Delaware  have  taken  off  all  Restrictions  upon  the  Ex- 
portation of  Provisions  from  that  State,  in  Conseqoenoe  of  which  a 
Nmsber  of  Yessda  aie  going  from  this  Port  to  take  in  Cargoes 
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of  ProTiaioiui  at  Wilmington  &  other  Places  thero.^-Tfae  Contigmtj 
of  Cheeteri  Lancaster,  &  other  Wheat  Ooanties  of  this  State  to  those 
Ports  leaves  no  Room  to  doubt  but  that  every  Precaution  on  our 
Part  to  prevent  the  Passage  of  Floor  to  those  Ports  woohl  be  froit- 
le8»*<<*the  Exportation  of  Provisions  will  therefore  be  as  nnrestrained 
from  this  State  as  if  the  Embargo  was  discontinued  here ;  with  this 
Difference  that  the  State  will  be  deprived  of  the  Advantages  of 
Export  without  benefitting  the  ¥nited  States  in  any  Respect.  We 
have  been  &  ever  shall  be  anxious  to  shew  our  Respect  &  Attention 
to  the  Desires  of  Congress  &  most  sincerely  lament  every  Deviation 
of  this  Nature.  But  we  have  too  much  Confidence  in  the  Candoor 
&  Justice  of  Congress  to  suppose  they  will  desire  a  Continuance  of 
the  Restriction  when  it  can  only  distress  other  States  without  serving 
the  Common  Cause.  We  also  beg  Leave  to  add  that  the  Legislatare 
of  the  State  in  the  Embargo  Law  have  clearly  expressed  their  Idets 
on  this  Subject  by  providing  that  in  Case  the  Embar^  should 
appear  unnecessary,  or  in  Case  the  neighbouring  &  adjoining  States 
shall  not  concur  in  equal  Restrictions  upon  the  Exportation  of  Pnh 
visions  this  Board  should  suspend  the  Embargo. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect  &  Regard 
your  Excell'ys  most  Obed. 

&  very  HbbL  Serv., 

J.  JL 


Col.  Michael  Ltiu>umoo0  to  Pbss.  Bsbd,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  the  distressed  Situation  of  the  Inhabitams  o?er 
the  blue  Mountains  before  you  and  the  Hon^>*  Council,  seveisl 
Families  have .  already  moved  together  en  the  Waters  of  Little 
Schuylkill,  they  are  within  about  15  Miles  of  Gnadenhuth|  where 
some  of  the  Inhabitants  have  been  Murdered,  and  this  Settlement 
is  nearer  to  Susquehanna  than  that  the  Savages  fell  on  in  North- 
ampton County,  and  of  Course  more  liable  to  an  Invation.  They 
have  therefore  Applyed  to  me  to  Lay  their  Critical  Situation  before 
your  Hon^^*  Boara,  and  to  request  an  order  to  Col.  Morgan,  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  County,  for  some  Arms  and  Amunition  to  bo 
delivered  out  to  those  who  are  too  poor  to  furnish  themselves,  from 
the  Public  Stores  now  in  Reading,  they  given  Security  for  the  safe 
return  of  the  same.  Those  People  are  allready  Imbodied,  and  if 
tolarably  Supported,  are  detcrmiiked  to  detod  themselvea  and  pro- 
perty, until  a  better  relive  can  be  given  then. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Northumberland  an  stUI  defending  theniselves, 
and  if  by  prep«s  Assiwtanoe  can  be  kept  from  nmofUMg,  I  hope  the 
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Sftvages  will  be  prevented  to  oome  in  small  parties  into  onr  Settle 
menta,  which  otherwise  will  be  nndonbtedly  the  Case.     I  1^7  on 
all  the  Assistanee  in  the  power  of  the  H^'*  Goaneil|  and  am 
Sir, 

jour  mo.  Humblei  Serv*, 

MICHASL  LTNDEEHOOD,  Col.  4<^  Batt% 

Berks  Oonnty. 
Beading,  May  6th,  1780. 

JKrectedj 

On  pablio  service. 

His  Ezcelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  Supreme  Exeoa- 
tive  Goancil  of  Peosylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Pbs8.  Re8D  to  Wm.  LmnSy  1780. 

Sir, 

Capt  Maclean  has  applied  to  the  President  of  the  State  officially 
to  support  him  on  the  Part  of  the  State  in  defending  a  Soit  or  Suits 
brought  by  you  ag^  him  while  in  the  Execution  of  the  Orders  of 
Oeo.  Washington,  a  Gertifioate  of  which  he  has  produced.  On 
a  Bepresentetion  to  the  Council  it  is  thought  proper  to  direct  Capt. 
M*Clean  to  attend  to  morrow  at  12  *Clock  in  the  Council  Chamber 
when  it  will  be  determined  whether  the  hW  Oen.  shall  be  directed  to 
defend  the  s*  Suit.  As  you  are  the  Attorney  in  this  Suit  it  is  also 
thought  proper  to  desire  your  Attendance  k  more  especially  as  Capt. 
M*Glean  suggests  some  Circumstances  personally  affecting  you. 


Pees.  Besd  to  Maeine  Committeb  op  CoNaEESS,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  May  8, 1780. 

Gentlemen, 

There  are  a  Number  of  Boats  mann'd  by  Befugees  from  New 
York  who  infest  Delaware  Bay,  interrupting  the  Navigation  k  Inter- 
eourse  between  this  City  &  the  adjoining  States  &  Country.  This 
is  a  Matter  which  affects  the  common  Interests  as  well  as  those  of 
this  State  in  particular,  we  have  therefore  fitted  up  some  Boats  & 
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ordered  the  Officers  heretofore  commanding  the  Gallies  of  the  State 
to  proceed  down  the  River  against  them.  It  was  fully  'expected 
that  the  Encouragement  offered  would  have  induced  a  sufficient 
Number  of  Volunteers  to  join  the  few  Sailors  in  the  Pay  of  the 
State,  but  we  are  disappointed.  We  have  therefore  to  request  that 
yon  will  spare  a  few  Men  irom  the  Frigate  on  this  special  Emer- 
genoy.  They  will  be  supplied  with  Arms,  Ammunition,  &  Provi- 
sions, &  receive  a  Bounty  on  every  Refugee  taken  Prisoner  or  killed, 
&  Capt.  Boys  or  commanding  Officer  will  be  careful  to  have  them 
returned.  We  flatter  ourselves  this  Request  will  the  more  readily 
be  complied  with  as  the  Ship  was  almost  entirely  manned  last 
Voyage  by  (he  Seamen  of  this  State,  &  indeed  many  of  them  im- 
pressed with  Oircumstanees  of  particular  Hardship. 
I  am^  Gentlemen,  with  Respect  &  Esteem, 

your  most  obed.  Hbbl.  Serv. 


Gen.  Wm.  Irvinb  to  Pebb.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Camp  near  Morristown  May  8th,  1780. 
Bear  Sir, 

I  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  18th  ult*  &  have  in- 
formed the  Field  officers  of  the  contents,  shall  forward  Gertifieates 
of  the  Vacancies  as  soon  as  some  claims  of  Rank  can  be  adjusted. 

As  our  supplys  are  all  out,  &  have  been  a  considerable  time,  I 
have  sent  M'  Little  down,  (who  acts  as  State  agent  at  present)  I  fear 
there  has  been  some  misunderstending  about  his  calculations,  which 
were  banded  to  the  Counsel  by  Oenml  S^  Clair,  he  calculated  for 
the  supposed  number  that  might  be  present  in  April,  &  May,  taking 
for  granted  the  w  hole  would  be  then  present,  as  there  was  a  standing 
General  Order  that  neither  officer  nor  Soldier  should  be  absent  after 
the  1"*  of  April.  Lieut.  Little  has  been  bred  to  business,  &.  I  believe 
the  line  have  no  objection  to  his  continuing  provided,  any  Officer 
can  with  propriety.  I  wrote  to  your  Excellency  the  objection  to  this 
by  Major  Hamilton. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  esteem. 

Your  Excellencys, 

most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 
Directed, 

On  Pnbliok  Service. 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed  Esquire. 

Philadelphia 
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LiKUT.  Col  Wbltnbr  to  Pbbs,  Rbeb,  1780, 

Northumberland  8th  May  1780. 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency, 

I  had  the  Hon'  of  receiving  yonr  Excellencys  favour  of  the  4th,* 
of  april  Uh.  But  flatter  myself  that  I  have  taken  such  measures  aB 
will  Efieetually  prevent  the  like  misfortunes  for  the  remaining  part 
of  the  Campaign,  I  have  fortified  the  Frontiers  with  a  Chain  of  4 
oat  Po6ts>  Extending  from  the  North  to  the  West  Branch  Viz^ :  !•* 
Fort  Jenkins,  2»*  Bossley's  Mills,  3'  Fort  M*  Gomery,  &  4«*  the 
West  Branch  near  Boens  Mill>  all  which  are  Garrissend  by  my  Own 
Regiment,  which  is  so  much  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Inhabitants 
together  with  the  uncommon  Harmony  Subsisting  between  us,  that 
I  make  no  Doubt  but  that  we  should  make  a  most  Noble  stand 
against  a  very  formidable  Enemy.  As  to  the  Rebuilding  F*  Muncy, 
I  have  Consulted  the  Gentlemen  you  mentioned,  the  result  of  which 
was,  that  it  would  tend  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Service;  as  the 
Distance  ia  so  great,  that  the  Number  required  for  that  purpose  could 
not  be  furnished  out  of  the  few  Troops  here,  without  leaving  the 
remaining  part  of  the  Frontiers  Open  to  the  Ravage  of  the  Enemy, 
but  should  a  Reinforcement  eome,  should  be  Exceeding  Happy  in 
Executing  your  Orders,  which  should  be  done  with  the  lJtmoB!| 
Expedition.  Am  Extremely  sorry  to  Inform  your  Excellency  that 
we  are  ill  Supplyed  with  Provisions  we  Seldom  or  ever  having  above 
Six  days  on  hand,  &  lately  some  of  the  out  Posts  have  been  on  half 
allowance,  which  should  the  Enemy  attempt  to  Block  up,  they  must 
Innevitably  Surrender,  or  Perrish ;  1  sent  to  Lancaster,  Carlisle,  & 
Coxtown  but  received  little  Supply ;  whether  the  Default  is  in  the 
Stafl^  or  for  want  of  the  Necessary  Orders  Cant  Det^mine,  but 
Earnestly  request  your  Excellency  will  give  the  Necessary  Orders 
for  forwarding  a  Sufficient  Supply  in  Case  of  an  Exigency.  As  Col. 
Antis  Instructions  prevents  his  buying  any  fresh  Provisions  the 
Officers  &  Sick  are  much  Distressed  for  want  thereof,  therefore 
hope  your  Excellency  will  Instruct  him  to  purchase  such  Articles  as 
may  be  absolutely  Necessary  for  their  Supply,  .'which  may  be  Easiy 
had  at  this  Post.  Mess**  31*  Gomery,  &  Martin,  the  two  Gentlemen 
who  are  Representitives  for  this  County,  Can  Inform  vour  Excellency 
of  our  Circumstances  on  this  Account,  Occasioned  by  the  Conduct 
of  our  former  Commissary ;  the  Uncommon  Delay  of  the  Boats,  &  the 

geat  Consump*  happening  thro  Neglect,  or  Embezlement,  of  the 
ands,  has  Induced  me  &  the  Gen*  to  endeavour  to  find  out  a 
Remedy,  &  have  found  a  Gen*  one  Col.  Henry  Antis  who  has  a 
Boat  of  20  Tons  Burthen,  who  is  willing  to  Contract  for  Delivering 
the  Stores,  &c,  forwarded  for  the  use  of  these  posts  in  good  Order,  & 
with  the  Greatest  Expedition,  which  I  am  fully  Convinced  will  be  a 

♦  See  page  161. 
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miioh  less  Ezpensei  &  withont  Consumption,  or  Bmbeslement,  there- 
fore would  be  Qlad  of  jonr  Exeellenoj's  Sentiments  on  the  Matier. 
As  I  am  Certain  nothing  will  break  the  Harmony  between  ns  &  the 
Militia  Except  the  Shortness  of  Provisions  &  ^mmonition ;  with 
whioh  if  we  are  well  supplied,  I  think  We  &  this  County  inU  he 
able  to  Defend  our  selves,  Except  an  uncommon  Number  of  the 
Enemy,  more  than  is  to  be  Expected  will  attack  us  As  to  the  Com- 
pl*"  afl^  me  from  Sunbury,  I  hope  my  Short  Defence  laid  before  the 
^oard  of  War,  together  with  the  Vouchers  from  Eminent  Gentlemen 
to  the  Contrary;  with  their  own  Contradictions  on  the  Subject 
will  Sufficiently  Evince  your  Excdlency  the  Charges  being  MaiiciooB 
&  Groundless. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  an  Exact  return  from  the  Countj 
Lieu^  of  the  Militia  in  Actual  Servise,  otherwise  would  have  Trans- 
mitted you  a  return  of  the  Number  of  Rations  drawn,  but  am  Cer« 
tain.  My  Regiment,  Militia,  Boatmen,  &  others  passing,  &  Repassing, 
Intitled  to  Provisions,  Amount  to  600  pr.  day  at  an  Avarage  I  Ear- 
nestly request  your  Excellency's  Immediate  Answer,  with  your 
Special  Instructions,  Respecting  the  Different  matters  herein  Con- 
tained; &  Conclude  with  Due  Kespeot 

Tour  Excellencys  most  obedient 

Humble  Sev% 
LUD.  WBLTNER. 
Lt.  Col.  Commander  G.  Regiment. 
Directedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Governor  of  the  Sute  of  Fennsjl- 
Tania. 

Philadelphia 
^  Seo'y  Wyantt. 


Prba.  Rebd  to  C.  J.  MoKban,  1780* 

In  Council, 

Philad%  May  9th,  1780. 
Sir, 

We  have  received  a  very  particular  Representation  from  the  Army 
of  the  great  Inconveniencies  &  Injury  done  the  military  interests  of 
this  Country  by  the  Conddct  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  who  under- 
take to  Judge  of  the  Expiration  of  the  Terms  of  Service  of  the 
Soldiery.  It  is  found  that  they  often  proceed  upon  the  loosest  k 
most  uncertain  Evidence  but  it  seems  to  perplex  the  Officers  & 
injure  the  Service.  We  cannot  help  thinking  the  Justices  assume 
a  Jurisdiction  only  vested  in  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  & 
therefore  request  you  would  as  Opp^r  offers  caution  them  against  thin 
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iBterferenoe.    H'  ScotI  of  York  Town  is  named  m  partioiikrly 
blamable  on  this  Account 

The  General  complains  muofa  of  tbe  sapernnmeitry  Officers  giying 
Certifioaies  to  the  Soktiers  bat  I  do  not  know  how  that  can  m  [ire- 
Tented  the  Gooseqaenees  wonld  be  less  injniions  if  the  Jnstioes  did 
not  aot  in  the  Matter. 

The  Desertion  of  the  Army  is  very  alarming  &  the  Officers  oooi» 
plain  that  when  they  go  into  the  Country  they  get  little  Assist^ 
aoce  from  the  eonrt  officers  k  people  perhaps  some  pablick  Obserra- 
tioDs  might  be  of  Use  with  such  Directions  as  may  be  proper  to  be 
given  to  the  Magistrate  &  Gonstables  to  apprehend  Deserters* 

We  have  no  News  from  Gharlestown  the  Marquis  de  Fayetto  is 
said  to  be  arriTed  at  Boston.  M'  Jay  &  M'  Oerard  are  arriTed  at 
Cadin.  The  British  &  French  Fleets  of  21  and  23  Sail  are  out  so 
that  we  are  in  hourly  Expectation  of  some  important  Intolligence 
from  that  Quarter. 

Be  pleased  to  present  me  respeetfully  to  your  Colleague  &  believe 
me  with  much  Esteem. 

Your  most  obed.  &  very  Hbble  serv. 

J.  B. 
Directedf 

Ch.  Justice  M'Kean. 


Pkb8.  Bbbd  to  Col.  Johh  Pipeb,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  May  9th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Favours  of  the  8*^  April  &  by  Major  Cluggage  have  been . 
duly  received. 

At  the  same  Time  there  came  down  a  Col.  M^'Leavy  with  a 
Petition  from  a  Number  of  Inhabitants  from  your  County.  The 
Amount  of  his  Request  was  that  Relief  should  be  sent  to  the  Valley 
where  he  lives  &  be  proposed  it  should  be  done  by  Volunteers 
receiving  Militia  Pay.  Major  Cluggage  being  present  in  Council 
they  seemed  to  £ffer  in  Opinion  as  to  the  Mode  of  assisting  tbe 
County  in  its  present  Distress  whereupon  they  were  desirMi  in 
Oonoert  with  M'  Scott  the  Member  of  Westmoreland  to  give  us  a 
Fkn^for  the  Belief  of  the  County  at  the  same  Time  assuring  them 
that  we  should  assist  with  Money,  Arms  ft  Provisions  if  necessary 
thai  a  Company  of  Rangers  should  be  raised  as  soon  as  Money 
oould  be  procured  for  the  Purpose  of  which  we  have  daily  Expecta- 
tions. Many  k  great  DifElculties  oocur  in  calling  out  Militia  from 
the  inner  Counties,  but  still  we  should  not  hesitate  to  comply  with 
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this  when  the  State  of  the  Milida  will  admit  in  the'mean  Time  we 
recommended  the  getting  the  Militia  of  the  County  in  the  heat 
Order  bo  as  to  be  ready  to  repel  any  Incursions.  CoL  M'^Leavy 
appeared  very  mnoh  dissatisfied  &  has  returned  withoat  receiving 
our  Answer  or  setUing  the  A£Eair  on  whieh  he  had  oome  down. 
From  the  Temper  in  which  he  left  this  Place  it  is  probable  he  may 
make  a  discouraging  Report  to  the  People  which  you  will  do  well  to 
explain^  In  the  mean  Time  to  ffive  all  the  Enooonigement  in  our 
Power  we  have  appointed  the  Officers  of  the  ranging  Company  ft 
sent  up  to  be  employed  by  you  in  raising  the  Company  unleas 
the  Exigences  of  the  County  should  require  it  to  be  laid  out  for 
immediate  Defence  &  Protection.  We  ako  send  you  serera^  of  the 
Proclamations  lately  issued  &  as  Experience  has  fully  shewn  the 
Inadequacy  of  every  Mode  of  Defence  heretofore  used  agaioet  the 
Savages  we  hope  this  with  the  Encouragement  you  &  (he  other  Qen- 
tlemen  of  the  County  give  will  have  good  efifects.  The  Officers  nom- 
ioated  to  the  Companies  were  recommended  by  the  Members  of 
Assemblyi  we  must  request  you  to  nominate  the  third  officer  if  sach 
Nomination  is  immediately  neeessary.  But  as  the  Security  of  the 
County  is  the  great  Object  of  our  Care  if  the  Appointments  are  not 
such  as  to  answer  this  End  we  hope  as  it  is  your  Duty  jou  will  let 
us  know  it  in  Time.  We  observe  there  are  many  Complaints  against 
Capt.  Cluggage  in  Col.  M'^Leavy's  Petition  which  we  wish  had  been 
presented  in  Time. 

Wishing  you  much  Safety  &  assuring  you  of  our  Intentions  to 
render  you  every  necessary  Service. 
I  remain  Sir 

your  obed.  &  very  Hbble  Serv.^ 

J.  R 


Pres.  Reed  to  Michael  Lyndekmood,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  received  your  Letter  of  the  6^^  Inst"*^  &  laid  it  before  the  CouodL 
We  are  much  pleased  with  the  Spirit  shewn  by  the  Inhabttants4u 
described  in  your  Letter  &  are  resolved  to  give  them  all  possible 
Encouragem.  for  which  End  have  wrote  to  Coi.  Morgan  to  give  yon 
such  Assistanee  of  Arms  &  Amnunitton  as  may  be  necessary.  We 
hope  a  prudent  Use  will  be  made  of  them  &  that  as  the  Arms  are 
publiok  Property  Care  will  foe  taken  that  they  shall  be  returned. 
We  have  directed  the  Lieutenant  of  Northampton  to  raise  a*  Com- 
pany of  Rangers  immediately  &  intend  to  persevere  in  every  kind  of 
Relief  which  their  distressed  Circumstances  require  &  our  Afhin 
will  admit.  The  Want  of  Money  is  the  principal  Artide  of  Necessity 

*  See  page  230. 
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owing  to  the  great  Delay  of  the  Taxes  you  and  ft  e^ery  other  Friend 
to  bis  Country  &  these  poor  People  will  eerre  it  effeiotnally  by  for- 
warding the  publick  Taxes  every  Way  in  your  Power. 

I  am  Sir 

year  most  ohed.  ft  very  Hbbte  8er.« 
J.  REED. 

Indorsed, 

1780,  May  WK    To  Mich'  Lindemood  Eaq'  Colonel  of  4'^  b*  of 
B.  Co^  Militia. 


pRES.  Bbsj)  to  Thomas  Edwards,  1780. 

Sir, 

In  answer  to  yonr  Letter  of  the  28'^  April  I  take  the  Oppo*  to 
inform  you  that  it  is  the  Desire  of  Council,  that  you  will  settle 
the  Account  alluded  to  without  Delay,  As  the  Wh<de  Money  stands 
charged  to  you,  it  is  expected  you  will  acquit  yourself  thereof  by 
showing  how  it  is  disposed  of,  ft  it  may  be  proper  for  you  to  let 
those  among  whom  it  was  distributed  fcnow  that  it  is  expected  they 
render  an  Account  of  their  Trust,  as  soon  as  possible.  There  are 
Aaditors  now  sitting  for  the  Settlement  of  the  publick  Accounts  ft 
the  Enemies  to  the  Cause,  ft  Oovernment  take  great  Occasion  to 
reproach  us  for  the  Neslect  we  have  shown  in  the  publiok  Accounts, 
ft  the  imputed  Misapplication  of  the  publiok  monies.  Of  the  large 
Sam  issued  last  Fall  for  the  Parohase  of  Flour  of  which  you 
reeeived  a  considerable*Part,  not  one  Tenth  Part  has  been  accounted 
for.  From  hence  Goyemment  is  oenaared,  ft  private  Characters 
suffer. 

Ab  no  Flour  was  received  from  Lancaster  County  we  cannot  eon- 
ceiye  how  the  Charges  should  be  such  as  to  moke  the  Besidue  in 
yoor  Hands  inoonsiderable )  but  whatever  it  is,  the  Justice  due  the 
Country  requires  it  should  be  settled  ft  paid.  Which  it  is  our  Desire 
you^  would  do  without  unnecessary  Delay. 
I  am  9iri 

Tour  Hbble  Sevt. 
Ml.  Thomas  Edwards,  Lebanon. 
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PaBS.  Bbbd  to  Ool.  Jaoob  Mobqak^  1780. 

Philad.  May  10, 1780, 
Sir, 

Gol  Ljndemood  of  tbe  4*^  Battalion  of  Berks  County  has  repre- 
sented to  OS,  that  a  Namber  of  tbe  Inhabitants  of  Northamptoo 
baving  embodied  themseWes  for  Defence  against  the  Savagea, 
request  to  be  assisted  with  Arms  &  Ammunition  for  the  Safe 
Return  of  which  they  will  give  Security.  We  think  so  laudable  i 
Spirit  ought  to  be  encouraged  &  therefore  direct  you  to  give  them 
the  requested  Assistance  in  such  manner  as  to  relieve  them  &  do 
Justice  to  the  publiok.  We  also  send  you  sundry  Proclamatioiu 
which  should  be  glad  you  would  forward  to  suitable  Places. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  Esteem  &  Regard, 
your  Obed.  Hbble.  Sevt. 


P&BS.  Rbbd  to  Bbig.  Gbk.  Ibvinb,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

Tour  Favour  of  the  26  April  &2*  Inst*  came  duly  &  safely  to 
Hand.  We  are  sorry  that  a  Point  of  Punctilio  with  respect  to  the 
State  Agent,  should  be  taken  up  at  this  Time  of  Day,  ^  in  the 
present  State  of  our  Affairs  when  Frugality  is  so  indispensably  neees- 
Kary.  Whatever  may  be  the  Custom  of  European  Armies  it 
certainly  rests  in  out  own  Opinion,  whether  such  an  Appointment 
shall  be  def  ogatoiry  to  the  Character  of  an  Officer.  One  Thing  I  am 
very  sure  of  that  if  the  Person  who  is  to  undertake  it  is  not  sup- 
ported &  respected  by  the  Offieers,  his  Office  will  be  a  very  difficult 
if  not  an  impracticable  one.  If  the  Thing  is  not  too  far  gone,  I  should 
be  glad  yon  would  confer  with  the  Baron  Steuben,  ft  endeavour  to 
divert  him  from  a  Measure  which  appears  to  us  attended  with  many 
Inconveniences  without  any  real  advantage  to  balance  it.  If  I  had 
l*ime  I  would  write  myself,  but  I  have  no  Objection  to  your  using 
my  Name  ft  Opinion.  Mr.-  Swaine's  Conduct  is  by  no  Means  pleasing 
to  us,  but  if  jou  have  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  23'  March  1779, 
yon  will  find  that  the'  nominated  by  us  he  is  an  Officer  of  Congress 
&  removable  only  by  the  Commander  in  Chief.  It  will  be  there- 
fore quite  acceptable  to  us,  if  his  Cotduct  could  be  taken  up  in  its 
proper  Place  &  Justice  done  both  to  him  ft  the  Publick.  We  have 
frequently  intimated  to  him  our  Dobifo  that  he  should  reside  at 
Camp  but  it  has  not  had  the  desired  Effect. 

We  had  flattered  ourselves  that  Desertion  had  nearly  ceased,  & 

«  Se«  pages  206,  225. 


PENNSYLVANIA  AKOHIVES  1780.  289 

ib<rag1it  onrselTes  warranted  in  onr  Opinion  by  the  Estimate  of 
Stores  lately  aent  na  in  whieh  onr  Line  waa  computed  at 
OffioBra,^  non-oommisaioned  Offioera,  &  privates.  TheJnaticea 

of  the  Sapreme  Oourt,  having  gone  npon  Circuit  we  have  reoom« 
mended  to  them  in  the  Strongeat  Manner  the  putting  s;  Stop  to  the 
Intetference  of  the  Juatieea  in  the  Gaae  of  diaoharging  Soldiera.  I 
am  clearly  of  Opinion  that  the  Jnatioea  of  the  Supreme  Court  only 
vpon  a  Habeaa  Corpus  have  a  Bight  to  determine  the  Expiration  of 
Service,  &  would  advise  that  the  Officers  in  such  Case  should 
decently,  ft  respectfully  decline  their  Authority.  6en.  Lacy  will 
write  to  you  on  the  Subject^  &  we  have  taken  pariioolar  notice  of 
Mr.  Scott  of  York  Town. 

I  do  not  know  how  we  can  check  the  Supernumerary  Officers  but 
if  we  can  Stop  the  Justices  their  Certificates  will  have  little  com* 
ptrative  Effect. 

I  must  acknowledge  my  good  Sr,  that  in  the  present  State  of  our 
publick  Affairs  as  to  money,  I  see  no  Prospect  of  recruiting  the 
Number  of  Men  Baron  Steuben  calls  for.  We  must  therefore  con* 
cur  in  some  Plan  for  levelling  the  Begiments,  I  am  sennble  it  is  an 
anpleasing  Business,  but  the  all  powerful  Law  of  Necessity  admite 
of  no  Alternative.  lam  told  that  at  this  Stage  of  the  Buainess,  The 
Taxes  are  found  too  burthensome  at  least  Relaxation  is  called  for 
which  shows  they  have  been  imprudently  required  or  very  injuri- 
OQsly  withheld.  I  am  very  glad  you  are  likely  to  bring  vour  affaire 
to  aa  Issue }  I  think  it  is  quite  Time  it  should  be  settled,  &  your 
JUnk  determined,  &  have  no  Doubt  Justice  will  be  done.  Col. 
Farmer  has  Orders  to  prepare  a  Quantity  of  Linnen  Overalls,  &  a 
Supply  of  Shirts,  which  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  they  are  got 
read  J — Pray,  inform  me  with  Bcspect  to  Hats — if  you  can  do  with- 
out them,  till  the  Fall  Clothes^  it  would  be  best. — I  am»  with  much 
Begardi  Yours,  &c. 

Indarted,  May  10,  1780, 


Extract  of  a  Lbtter  from  thb  Comhittbb  of  Congrbss 
AT  Hbab  Quarters,  1780. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Congress  at  Bead 
Quarters,  dated  10  May,  1780. 

^  Unless  money  is  immediately  f  nmiahed  to  pav  for  the  Transporta- 
tion of  Supplies  from  the  different  magasines  in  faired  Carriages,  and 
to  redeem  the  publick  working  Cattle  which  the  Farmers  in  every 
Quarter  hold  in  Pledge  for  the  Payment  of  their  Subsistence  through 
the  winter,  every  Plan  of  Supply  must  prove  nugatory,  and  all  wa 
have  done  or  can  do,  relative  to  the  arrangemente  of  those  Depart- 
ments will  be  inadequate  to  the  great  Object 
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Suoh  aire  the  accatnolated  Pisfcresaes  of  the  Army  at  tbis  CkMfrjsDQ- 
ture,  and  suoh  the  Effeets  of  a  repetition  of  want,  that  it  had  had  a 
▼ery  pernicious  Influence  on  the  Soldiery ;  their  Patience  is  exhausted 
by  being  exposed  to  suoh  frequent  Sufferings,  that  they  alre&dy 
begin  to  ascribe  to  a  Defect  of  resources  what  they  have  hitherto  been 
taught  to  believe  was  from  aoeidental  Impediment.  Th^r  8tar?iDg 
Condition,  their  want  of  Pay,  and  the  variety  of  Hardships  they  have 
been  driven  to  sustain,  has  soured  their  Tempers,  and  produced  a 
Spirit  of  Discontent  which  begins  to  display  itself  uiMler  a  Compleuoa 
of  the  most  alarming  Hue.  If  this  Spirit  should  fully  establish  itself, 
it  must  be  productive  of  some  violent  Convulsion  infinitely  to  onr 
Prejudice  at  home  and  abroad,  as  it  would  evince  a  want  of  measa, 
or  a  want  of  wisdom  to  apply  them,  either  of  which  must  bring  our 
Cause  into  Discredit, and  draw  in  its  Train  Ocnsequeaoes  of  a  Nature 
too  serious  to  be  contemplated  without  the  deepest  anxiety. 

On  examining  into  the  State  of  Provisions  in  Camp,  we  find  there 
is  not  more  meat  than  will  last  until  the  12th  Inst^  M'  Blaine  is 
come  up,  and  we  learn  from  him  that  he  has  no  Prospeot  of  an 
immediate  Supply  of  this  Article.  The  only  resources  we  can  turn  oar 
Eyes  to,  in  this  Exigency,  ia  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  If  tbey 
fail  to  make  insiantaneouB  Exertions,  for  the  relief  of  the  Army— 
ve  will  not  pretend  to  say  what  may  be  the  Event —  I' 


Extract  of  a  Letter  fVom  the  Commissaries  General  of  Purchases  and 
Issues,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief^  dated  Morristown,  9  May, 
1780— inclosed  in  the  above  mentioned  Letter  4>f  the  Committee. 
'  It  is  truly  distressing  to  us  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the 
Supply  of  Meat  will  be  totally  exhausted  on  Friday  next  at  farthest. 
The  Flour  here  will  suffice,  if  made  into  Bread,  as  has  lately  been 
the  Practice,  for  fifteen  or  sixteen  Days,  and  by  advice  from  Trentoa 
we  ascertain  that  fifteen  hundred  Barrels  of  Flour  are  at  that  Pest, 
and  on  the  road  from  thence  to  Camp ;  one  Hundred  Barrels  of  which 
Charles  Stuart  has  ordered  to  King'tf  Ferry  for  the  use  of  the  Gar- 
rison at  West-point,  and  one  other  Hundred  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  for  the  use  of  the  Prisoners  at  New- 
York  and  Long-Island/' 


Gbn.  Gbo.  Washington  to  Prbs.  BIeed,  1780. 

Head  Quarters,  Morria  Town,  11th  May,  1780. 
Sir, 

It  has  been  represented  to  me,  by  Brig.  General  Irvine,  and  by  L* 
Col.  Hay  of  the  10th  Penn«  RegS  that  Michael  Everiy,  a  Sergeant 
of  that  Beg*^  was  prosnsed  an  Ensignoy  by  Col*  Humpton  for  hia 
extraordinary  exertions  in  indacing  the  Soldiers  to  reiniist,  and  apoa 
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oanj  other  aervioes.    From  the  above  eonsideratioiiy  and  from  the 
vant  of  Subaltern  Officers  in  the  Begt.,  I  would  reoommend  M' 
£yerly  to  the  promotion  which  has  been  promiaed  to  him^  and  which, 
if  oonfirmed;  is  to  hear  date  the  Ist  October,  1779. 
I  have  Ae  honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respect, 

Sir,  Y'  Excellency's  most  ob»  Serv*, 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
Appointed  May  16, 1780. 
T.  M.,  Sco'y. 
Directed, 
His  Ezoellenoy,  Gov  Rded,  Philad*. 


F&ANois  HopKiNSON  TO  Pbbs.  Bibd,  1780. 

PhihMi^,  11«»  May,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  reqaest  the  Favour  of  your  Excellency  to  procure  me  a  warrant 
of  Council  for  Nine  months'  Salary,  dae  the  l6th  of  April  last,  as 
Jadge  of  the  Conrt  of  Admiralty  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  doing  which  you  will  greatly  oblige 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient,  humble  Servt., 

FRAS.  HOPKINSON.* 
Directedf 
His  Excellency  President  Reed,  Phila. 


Col.  Atlbh  to  Pbbs.  Bebd,  1780. 

Pequea,  May  11th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  wish  of  Council,  I  have  seen  the  former  Lieu- 
tenant in  Lancaster,  and  have  endeavoured  to  prevail  with  him  to 
finish  the  Bnmness  of  the  old  Pepaitment,  but  to  little  purpose. 

It  will  not  be  done  unless  some  proper  persons  were  authorized 
for  that  purpose. 

This  being  done  I  flatter  myself  I  should  be  able  folly  to  answer 
the  expectations  of  Council  with  respect  to  the  Militia  of  this  County. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  49,  847. 
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The  people  who  have  serred,  aod  paid  greatly  grnmble  at  the  par« 
tialities  (as  they  term  it)  fihovrn  to  those  who  have  done  neither;  they 
think  it  hard  to  be  obliged  to  render  treble-  service,  when  numbers 
have  satt  at  Home,  and  reaped  every  Benefit  without  contributing. 

The  above  business  being  finished  nothing  wou'd  be  wanting  to 
render  us  respectable  herCi  but  Arms  to  be  occasionally  putt  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Militia. 

The  Battalion  of  Lancaster  I  think  might  be  made  a  vcryrespeot- 
able  one,  they  have  chosen  a  sett  of  exceeding  good  officers,  many  of 
them  such  as  have  been  in  the  Continental  Line,  the  remainder  Gen- 
tlemen of  Caracter,  who  are  determined  provided  they  meet  with  the 
proper  encouragement  to  take  particular  pains^  and  wish  to  be  fore- 
most in  service. 

Arming  this  Battalion  I  think  would  be  attended  with  good  con- 
sequences, where  so  many  of  the  British  officers  are,  who  as  often  as 
the  militia  meet,  view  our  enfeebled  situation,  and  no  doubt  embiaoe 
every  opportunity  of  giving  information  thereof. 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure,  and  for  which  I  shall  thank 
Council,  if  Arms  cou'd  be  ordered  me  for  a  part  of  the  militia ;  it 
wou'd  bring  to  Life  the  dying  spark,  kindled  at  the  beginmng  of  this 
glorious  Contest|  and  give  a  shock  to  the  Enemy,  who  woaM  be 
inunediately  apprised  of  it., 

The  Officers  nave  collectively  beg'd  I  would  request  it  of  CounoiU 
and  have  assured  me  the  greatest  care  shall  be  taken  to  keep  the 
Arms  fitt  for  Service. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  but  great  numbers  of  the  publick  arms  are 
distributed  in  the  different  Counties,  these  cannot  be  got  at  by  the 
modes  prescribed  in  the  law  as  few  will  care  to  give  information  to 
the  Magistrates.  I  shou'd  think  it  wou'd  be  best  for  Councill  to 
issue  their  proclamation  demanding  those  who  are  possessed  of  such 
arms  and  accoutrements,  under  such  penalties  as  Coancill  shall  judge 
proper  to  deliver  them  forthwith  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  different 
Counties,  and  therein  authorize  them  to  appoint  proper  persons  to 
search  for  and  seize  the  same* 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  and  the  Councills 

Most  Obed'.  &  very  Hble  Serv^ 

SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 

Directed, 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq**  Presid*  of  Council!. 
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Gen.  John  Abmbtbong  to  Pbss.  Bexd,  1780. 

Garlifile  12<^  May,  1780. 

Sear  Sir, 

Tour  Ezoellencys  favoiir  of  tbe  18th  nlto,  \a  come  to  hand  aome 
time  ago,  sinoe  the  reeeit  of  which  I  have  Decessarily  made  an 
ezcarsioii  thro,  some  parta  of  this  County,  and  have  not  failed  to 
attempt  awakening  the  minds  of  all  that  came  my  way,  respect- 
ing the  neoeseiiy  of  expedition  &  pnnctaallity  of  pajing  in  the  Tax, 
a  delinquincy  as  shameful  as  it  is  like  to  be  fatid  to  our  affairs. 
I  shall  urge  &  I  believe  prevail  with  the  Board  here  t6  issue  a  fresh 
eirealar  letter  on  the  Occasion  to  the  Collectors,  who  in  my  Opinion 
aie  greatly  in  fault  notwithstanding  the  various  appologies  by  them 
made,  the  greatest  whereof  is  the  money  due  them  from  the  Con- 
tinent without  which  many  say  they  eannot  pay.  The  Treasurer  of 
this  County  tells  me  he  has  advanced  to  the  Staffs  department  near 
jE60,000. 

Altho'  no  very  late  Indians  depredations  have  been  committed 
within  this  State,  yet  is  tiie  Situation  of  our  inhabitants  on  the 
Sosqnehanah  deplorable  indeed,  and  if  not  Speedily  relieved  I  should 
not  think  it  at  all  strange  if  by  next  Harvest  Carlisle  should  be  a  Fron- 
tier, nor  is  their  One  Moment  to  be  lost  in  Sending  Troops  into 
that  Country  however  little  we  are  to  Expect  from  measures  merely 
defeDsivCi  which  in  the  first  instance  is  perhaps  all  that  can  bo 
promised.  The  Militia  is  the  Only  refuge  I  presume  we  have,  to 
begin  with,  necessity  compels  the  measure,  and  if  nothing  in  the 
way  of  State  Troops  (L  mean  now  to  be  raised)  can  be  done,  may 
not  some  of  our  Regiments  in  the  Line  be  procured  to  Strenthen,  & 
lead  on  the  Militia.  In  Case  of  this  or  any  Other  effort  of  con- 
sequence intended  for  the  Security  of  this  State,  let  me  recommend 
to  y  Exoellcncjs  consideration  the  bearer  of  this  Col.  Bichard 
Butler,  a  very  Capable  &  well  disposed  Officer.  If  he  Should  be 
thought  of  tor  a  Command  North  or  Westward,  you  will  no  doubt 
manage  that  matter  with  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  Shall  only  at 
present  Say  that  of  this  Gentlemans  discreUon,  &  abilities  as  a 
military  Officer  and  especially  in  this  back  Counti^  where  his 
acquaintance  must  give  him  an  advantage,  I  have  a  very  good 
Opinion;  and  on  an  interview  or  two  you  will  find  him  a  genteel 
man,  as  well  as  an  Officer  in  high  repute  thro' out  the  State. 

I  am  hurrying  to  the  utmost  of  my  power^  &  under  private  diffi* 
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calties  as  well  as  general  disconTagement,  to  geir  down  to  CongresBi 
hopeing  to  set  out  in  eight  days  or  thereaboat. 
And  am  with  great  respeeti 
Your  Ezoellencys  Most  hombl.  Senrt 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  Armstrong  begs  leave  to  present  his  Gomplimenta  being 
lately  come  down  from  Genl.  Gates,  whom  he  left  in  healtli. 

JDirectedf  • 

His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Reed  Esquire  President  of  the  State. 

Philadelphia. 

Fayonred  by  GoU  Richard  Butler. 


CotJHoui  TO  Col.  UAJSwvUf  1780. 

To  Gol^  Haraum : 

Sir,  The  Council  having  had  a  general  account  of  the  murder  of 
M'  Boyd,  of  your  County,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a 
public  officer ;  And  being  determined  to  pursue  the  most  vigorous 
and  effectual  measures  for  bringing  the  perpetrators  of  so  horrid  a 
crime  to  the  most  exemplary  punishment,  have  requested  M*"  Brad- 
ford, the  bearer  hereof,  to  go  down  to  the  neighbourhood  where  the 
crime  was  committed,  and  coUeet  on  oath  a  full  account  of.it.  He 
is  also  requested  to  obtain  an  exact  and  full  description  of  the  mor- 
derers  (in  order  that  they  may  be  advertized)  as  it  is  probable  the 
Council  will  issue  a  proclamation  for  apprehending  them.  Tbe 
Council  reauest  you  and  the  ffood  people  of  your  neighbourhood  will 
afford  M'  Bradford  every  asustanoe  and  civility  in  your  power.    I 


am,  with  great  respect, 


Tour  most  obed^  servant^ 

T.  M.,  Seo'y.* 


PhHa.  May  12,  ^780. 

*  See  proclamation  in  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  page  849. 
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Gbnl.  Wm.  Irvinb  to  Pbxs.  Besd,  1780* 

Camp  near  Morristown  May  12th  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  your  Ezoellenoy,  herewith,  certified 
lists  of  the  promotions  which  are  to  take  place  in  the  Division.  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  they  are  just,  as  the  mode  I  took  to 
ascertain  k  adjust  them  was  to  issue  a  Division  Order  calling  on  the 
Ooloneb  &  Adjutants  for  accurate  Rosters  &  Returns.  This  done  so 
pnblickly  gave  every  officer  an  opportunity  to  lay  in  claims  if  they 
had  any,  none  has  been  made.  I  also  inclose  a  Division  Return, 
Colonel  Harmar  assures  me  Gen*.  St.  Clair  took  one  with  him  for 
the  Council.  I  wish  to  know  whether  this  kind  of  Return;  or  what 
is  called  an  Inspection  Return  will  be  most  agreeable;  the  latter  shows 
in  a  clearer  point  of  view  the  state  of  the  Regiments  either  shall  be 
sent  regularly.  I  need  not  urge  the  necessity  of  expediting  the 
forwarding  the  Commiesions.  As  CouDcil  must  be  sensible  how 
much  apirity  regular  promotion  gives  an  Army. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  £xoellency  Most  obedient 

Humble  Servant; 

WM:  IRVINE. 

His  Szoellency  Joseph  R^  Esquire. 


Feahcis  Hopeinson  to  Pax8.  Bsbd,  1780. 

May  12th  '80. 
Sir,      . 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  the  Order  on  the 
Treasurer  iu  my  Favour  but  beg  leave  to  point  out  an  Error  in  the 
Sum.  Nine  months  salary  at  £500  ^  An.  should  be  £875;  ft  the 
order  is  on9y  fof  £337  10  as  I  suppose  this  was  not  intended;  I  bare 
inclosed  the  order  for  Re-examination.  I  know  not  whether  it  is  the 
will  of  Council  that  this  should  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  other 
salaries  are  paid  or  in  the  depreciated  Currency,  as  the  Order  now 
stands  the  Treasurer  thinks  himself  authorised  to  pay  it  in  Continental 
I^llars  only  at  }  ^  DolK  I  urge  nothing  but  wish  to  know  the 
Intentbns  of  Council. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  all  respect  and  Esteem; 
,  Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  humble  Sefv^ 

ERA*  HOPKINSON.* 
Diredefff 
His  Exo'y  Presd^.  Reed. 

*  See  page  241. 
11* 
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Untvkrsitt  of  Pbnn'a.  to  Pres  Besd,  1780. 

Academy  Haj  the  12th  1780. 
Sir, 

We  understand  from  the  Bev'  Doot'  Ewing  that  the  former  Laws 
of  the  College  are  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  aa  a  proper  digest 
for  preserving  decency  &  good  order  is  much  wanted,  you  will  greatly 
oblige  the  Professors  by  ordering  them  to  be  sent  to  them. 

The  Wbitsun  Holidays  commencing  on  Monday  next  if  the  Com- 
mittee for  Repairs  would  (Mrder  some  to  be  made  in  the  english  school 
necessary  before  any  of  the  latin  Classes  can  come  in  to  write  it 
would  give  satisfaction  to  the  Parents  of  the  ^outh  under  our  care  & 


SItj  your  very  Hbbl.  Sertts. 

J.  CANNON, 
ROBT.  DAVIDSON. 
Directed, 
His  Ezeelleucy  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'. 


Col.  Bbodhead  to  Pkes.  Beed,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt  May  18th  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Mingoes  are  again  prerailed  on  by  Eiu;lish  Goods  &  address 
to  disturb  our  repose.  They  have  lately  killed  and  wounded  several 
people  in  Westmoreland  County  &  the  Tracks  of  four  parties  have 
been  discovered  on  that  frontier  within  the  last  four  Days,  and  two 
parties  of  Indians  have  crossed  the  Ohio  between  Logstown  and  this 
place  since  Morning. 

I  have  only  the  Cnllings  of  the  last  yeaj?  men  left,  and  can  do  but 
very  little  to  prevent  their  incursions,  but  dp  all  I  can. 

The  Delaware  Indians  continue  their  professions  of  Friendship  and 
some  of  them  are  now  with  my  Scouts  but  having  nothing  but  fair 
words  to  give  them  I  expect  they  will  soon  be  tired  of  this  Service. 

For  heavens  sake  hurry  up  the  Companies  voted  by  the  Honble 
Assembly  or  Westmoreland  county  will  soon  be  a  wilderness. 

I  have  received  a  flemish  acc't  of  the  Begimental  Stores  part  of 
which  remain  at  Bedford,  as  soon  as  the  residue  comes  up,  I  will  sead 
you  an  account  of  the  articles  reo''.  at  tbia  place. 

If  it  is  possible  prevail  upon  his  Ezceiry  the  Commander  in  chief 
to  send  up  only  Gve  hundred  good  regulars  and  I  will  pledge  my 
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leputation  to  give  a  tolerable  acoonnk  of  the  Copperheads  proyided 
proviflioDB  (whrai  an  Tory  eoaree)  aro  furnished  in  time  for  an  Expe- 
dition. 

I  bave  the  Honctt  to  be  with  the  greatest  regard  &  Esteem  jonr 
Excellencies 

Host  obed't.  Servt. 
DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

P.  S.  Please  present  mj  respectfnll  Comp^ts.  to  Col'*.  Jno.  Bajard. 
Directedj 

His  Sxcell'j  Jos.  Beed  £sq^ 


Sbc'kt.  Matlack  to  J.  Bayakd,  1780. 

An  application  has  been  made  to  His  Exc'y  the  President,  by  Mr. 
Einlodc,  Delegate  in  Congress  from  Si  Carolina,  requesting  that  Mr. 
Cannon  may  be  permitted  to  go  express  to  Charlestown  on  ^ery  spe- 
cial bosiness.  The  President,  unwilling  to  take  the  weight  of  a  refusal 
on  himself,  desires  a  board  of  the  Trustees  to  decide  on  the  applica- 
tion immediately.  His  Exo'y  the  President,  Hn'bie  Vice  PrasideDt, 
yourself,  D'.  Sfaippen,  M'.  Searle,  M'.  Muhlenbni^h  and  myself  will 
form  a  board  if  you  will  please  to  tarry  alter  this  conference  ends, 
the  answer  may  be  given. 

T.  M. 
Dirededf 

Hn'ble  J.  Bafyard,  Esq'. 


Jacob  S.  Howbu.  to  OixvisiciLj  1780. 

PhUadelphia  Hay  16th  1780. 
Oentlemep, 

The  Honorable  board  of  War  have  ^ven  directions  for  ^  Quantity 
of  old  &  damaged  Clothiuff  to  be  disposed  of,  of  which  Inclosed  is  a 
copy,— 'by  order  of  GeneralWilkioson  I  request  your  Honorable  boarcl 
will  be  pleased  to  grant  permission  for  the  City  Vendue  ma^t^r  to  sell 
them  at  public  sale.  General  Wilkinson  would  have  made  the  appli- 
cation himself  but  on  the  receipt  of  the  order  of  the  Board  of  War 
he  was  in  his  Carriage  ecnngout  of  town., 
I  have  the  Honor  to  oe,  with  tl|e  greatest  respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient 
And  very  Humble  Servant 
JACOB  S.  HOWELL,  D.  C.  Gen. 
Directedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq'.  President  of  the  supreme 
Executive  CouncU  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
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BoABD  OH  War  to  Pbbs.  Bsed,  1780. 

War  Office^  Hay  17^  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  HoDor  to  inclose  joar  Ezoellenoj,  a  Letter  from  0«p- 
tain  Alexander  of  the  7th  Peonsjlvania  Regiment  on  the  subject  of 
promotionR,  which  has  reference  to  some  retams  lately  transmitted 
the  Hon*  Council  from  Head  Qaarters, — as  the  Board  have  no  powers 
to  justify  a  compliance  therewith,  they  request  your  Excellency  will 
be  pleased  to  furnish  them  with  such  authority  as  may  be  neoessarj 
for  the  execution  of  the  Business. 
I  haye  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect^ 

Y'.  Excellenc/s 
Most  obed.  Hble  Servt. 
JOSEPH  CARLETON  Secy.  P,  t. 
By  order. 

His  Excellency  Preadent  Beed. 


Chalonbb  and  White  to  Pbbs.  Bked,  1780. 

PhUada.,  May  18,  1780. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  your  Excellency  we  have  taken  par- 
ticular pains  to  inouire  wbat  fat  Cattle  were  for  Sale  in  the  yicinitj 
of  this  City.  We  have  been  on  the  Meadows  &  Islands  below  Darbji 
and  find  but  few  fit  for  Slaughtering,  &  those  that  are,  the  persons 
on  whose  Farms  they  are  feeding  say  that  they  are  already  engaged. 
The  Cattle  that  now  are  feeding  in  a  general  way  are  not  yet  Beef, 
but  will  in  a  few  Weeks  be  of  good  qusdity.  To  slauffhter  such  noW; 
either  private  or  publick,  we  think  is  incurring  a  public  loss. 
We  are  your  Excellency's  most 

Obedt  h'ble  servts., 

CHALONER  &  WHITE,  A  Cof.  ft. 

His  Exceiry,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq. 
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Matthew  Smith  to  Pass*  Bbed,  1780. 

Northumberland  Town^  May  18th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  nohappj  Enough  to  TDform  you  the  Savage  Enemy  have  on 
the  I6th  Inst.y  made  a  Stroke  on  the  Inhabitants  of  this  much  Bis- 
tresb'i  County  at  Baffaloe  Valley.  At  French  Jaoob  Groiong's 
Mills  four  Men  killM,  Tiz.,  Jno.  Forster,  Jun., — ^Eytzwiller,  James 
Chambers  &  Satnuel  M'Laughlen.  The  EnemyOot  only  one  of  the 
Scalps.  The  Neighbouring  Inhabitants  on  hearing  the  fireing 
Briskly  turned  out  and  pursued  the  Enemy  Very  Braye,  But  was 
not  Able  to  Overtake  them,  the  Inhabitants  have  stood  here  Indeed 
longer  than  Could  Been  Expected,  were  it  not  Desperation.  But, 
Sir,  unless  Some  Support  Can  be  Instantly  afforded  the  State  must 
Shortly  Count  one  County  less  than  formerly — whicn  God  forbid. 
I  Refer  you,  IK  Sir,  to  the  Bearer,  Gen.  Potter^  for  further  Infor- 
mation, as  he  waits  on  horse  Back,  whilst  I  write  this  Imperfect, 
Distressed  Accct.  Provisions  none,  Cash  none,  nor  Can  it  Be  had  in 
this  place.  Oen.  Potter's  Accts.  from  thi^  place  to  the  Hon'ble,  the 
Assembly,  which  I  Doubt  not  you  will  see,  Will  fully  satisfy  you  of 
the  state  of  this  place. 

I  am;  D'  Sir^  your  most  Obt.  Humble  Servt., 

MATTHEW  SMITH. 
I)ireetedf 

Hia  Exoellency,  Joseph  Beed^  Esq%  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
Pr.  Gen.  Jas.  Potter. 


Col.  Bbodhsad  to  Pass.  Beed,  1780« 

Fort  Pitt,  May  18th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  favor,  in  Council,  of  the  29th  ultimo.,* 
and  am  happy  iu  the  assurance  that  the  Delawire  Indians  were  not 
eoncemed  in  the  Murders  of  our  Inhabitants,  as  was  at  first  expected. 
On  the.  eontraiy  some  of  them  act  with  our  Scouts,  and  seem  very 
desirous  of  discovering  the  Enemies  parties.  And  L  have  great 
reason  to  believe  that  a  considerable  number  will  join  me  upon  the 
first  capital  enterprize  I  can  undertake. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  our  Treasury,  t  of  course  resources, 
are  so  low  as  to  prevent  our  raising  the  necessary  Troops  to  Defend 
ounelves  against  the  Incursions  of  a  few  Savages.    .But  I  trust  the' 

*  Bee  page  218. 
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worst  is  past  and  we  may  expect  a  great  plenty  of  every  neoessaij  at 
the  close  of  tbis  Campaign. 

You  may  rely  on  my  giving  an  equal  protection  to  Westmoreland 
whilst  the  means  are  in  my  power.  Bat  as  the  Commissaries  are 
forbid  making  Purchases  of  future  supplies,  I  expect  my  endeaToun 
will  soon  be  at  an  end  for  want  of  Provisions.  In  tliis  exigency 
I  shall,  however^  venture  to  direct  the  purchase  of  such  proviaions 
as  may  be  necessary  to  subsist  my  Troops,  but  the  public  credit  is  so 
much  wasted  that  I  fear  it  cannot  be  had  without  great  difficulty. 

The  encouragement  given  by  the  Hon'ble  Executive  Council  is 
great,  and  I  wish  it  may  have  the  desired  effect,  but  I  apprehend 
that  it  will  be  construed  into  a  License  to  take  off  the  Scalps  of 
some  of  our  friendly  Belawares,  and  produce  a  general  Indian  War. 
I  am  pot  ignorant  of  the  influence  of  the  Delaware  Councils  over 
near  twenty  different  Nations,  and  it  is  for  tha^  reason  only  why  so 
much  notice  has  been  taken  of  them.  There  are  villains  amongst 
them  as  well  as  other  People,  but  it  must  be  eonfest  that  their 
Councils  have  been  steady,  and  their  young  men  serviceable,  and  if 
a  small  assortment  of  Goods,  Paint  &  Trinkets  could  be  had  for  them 
they  might,  in  my  opinion,  be  brought  to  take  a  full  benefit  of  your 
proclamation.  But  paper  money,  without  g9odS|  they  cannot  be 
taught  to  consider  as  a  proper  reward. 

The  Hon'ble  Congress  has  done  me  great  Honor  by  the  attention 

Kid  to  my  situation  with  regafd  to  the  troublesome  part  of  the 
habitants,  and  the  imprudence  of  a  neighbouring  set  of  Justioes. 
And  I  have  a  happy  presage  that  by  its  intervention  things  will  be 
DBducad  to  a  degree  of  oertaintj  on  this  side  the  Alleghany  Hill. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  ntmost  respect  &  esteemj 
Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedt.  Servt., 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD, 

Colo,  commanding  W.  D. 
His  Excellency,  Jos.  Beed,  Esq. 


Saml.  J.  Atlib  to  Prss.  Bbid,  1780. 

Pequea,  May  IStlr,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  find  great  difficulty  in  gettiog  the  Compsmies  properly  officered 
in  some  part  of  the  County,  owing  to  the  irregularities  in  the  former 
Lieutenancy.  The  best  men  are  much  sour'd,  apd  will  neither 
accept  of  Command  or  appear  at  Elections,  untill  the  deliDquents 
under  the  late  Law  have  been  obliged  to  pay  the  Fines  incurr'd  by 
their  non-performance  of  Military  Service,  &c. 
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I  faave  attended  Beveral  Elections  and  have  been  obliged  peremp- 
torily to  refuse  reporting  to  Council  sundry  persons  chosen. 

Few  freeholders  attend  ;  the  Choice  made  by  such  as  Montesquieu 
describes  in  his  Spirit  of  Laws  '^  to  be  in  so  mean  a  situation  is  to  bo 
deemed  to  have  no  will  of  their  own/'  and  consequently  fell  upon 
Bttch  as  were  not  fit  to  Command,  and  some  of  infamous  carracters. 

I  have  deferred  nominating  Officers  to  Council,  in  expectation 
that  I  shall  prevail  with  the  principal  Inhabitants  to  meet  and  choose 
for  themselves.  I  hope  at  length  to  succeed,  having  assured  them 
that  Cooneii  will  endeavour  to  have  the  outstanding  Fines  ooUected ; 
this  being  compleated  I  expect  I  shall  have  little  difficulty  in  exe* 
eating  my  office. 

The  purchasing  departments,  from  the  prices  of  the  articles  being 
dpulated,  I  fear  Sir,  cannot  succeed,  higher  prices  in  hard  Money 
are  given  in  the  Country  for  Com,  Oats  and  Hay  than  allow'd  by 
Councill  in  their  Instructions  to  be  given  in  the  new  money  to  be 
emitted.  Untill  the  Credit  of  the  new  money  can  be  fully  established 
higher  prices  must  be  given  in  that  than  are  demanded  and  received 
in  Specie,  or  little  will  be  purchased. 

I  am^  Sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  Respect, 
Your  Excellene/s  most  obed. 
and  very  H'bUe  Servt., 

SAM.  J.  ATLBE. 

His  Exoollency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.^  President  of  the  State  of 
PeBBsylvania. 


ClBCULAB  07  CONGEESSi  1780* 

In  Congress,  May  19^,1780.  ^ 
Sir. 

Congress  have  received  authentic  information  that  his  most  Chris* 
tian  Majesty  is  preparing  to  send  a  powerful  Naval  and  Land  force 
to  seme  part  of  the  Continent  of  North  America.  This  foroe  gene- 
rously calculated  either  to  produce  a  diversion  in  our  favor,  or  to 
forward  the  operation  of  our  arms  by  being  directed  to  the  same 
object,  may  either  by  onr  Exertiona  be  made  the  means  of  delivering 
our  Country  in  the  course  of  the  Campaign  from  the  ravages  of  war, 
or  being  rendered  inefiectual  through  our  supineness  serve  only  to  sully 
the  reputation  of  our  arms,  to  defeat  the  benevolent  intention  of  our 
great  ally,  and  to  disgrace  our  Confederacy  in  the  Eyes  of  all 
Europe. 

Every  State  that  reflects  upon  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  and 
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their  own  deficioDoy  in  the  payment  of  their  taxes  must  necesaarily 
conclude  that  the  Treasury  ia  exhausted. — ^The  Military  departmeuta 
are  at  a  stand  for  the  want  of  money  to  put  them  in  motion :  Con- 
gress have  no  resources  but  in  your  spirit  and  virtue,  upon  these 
they  confidently  rely.  You  know  the  value  .of  the  prize  for  which 
you  contend,  nor  need  you  be  informed  how  much  yon  are  interested 
in  a  speedy  termination  of  this  distressing  and  expensive  war. 

But  as  the  smallest  disappinntment  in  the  requbitjons  they  make 
may  be  attended  with  the  most  serious  consequences,  they  have  en- 
deavoured so  to  limit  their  demands  as  not  to  exceed  your  power  to 
comply  with  them. 

The  sum  for  which  yon  are  called  upon  by  the  within  resolution 
they  flatter  themselves  you  will  furnish  to  the  Treasury  by  the 
fifteenth  of  June  at  furthest  without  neglecting  to  discharge  the 
orders  that  have  been  drawn  upon  you  for  the  whole  of  which,  yon 
will  receive  credit  on  your  account  of  taxes  due  on  the  first  of  March 
last. 

As  this  money  is  absolutely  necessary  to  put  the  army  in  motion 
independent  of  the  purchase  of  provisions,  we  trast  you  will  by  no 
means  remit  your  attention  to  the  forwarding  your  quota  of  snppUea, 
which  the  present  exigency  renders  more  requisite  than  ever. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  suggest  to  you  that  if  a  strict  and 
immediate  cgllection  of  taxes  should  be  insufficient  to  procure  the 
necessary  sums  within  the  time  limited^  it  may  perhi^  be  more 
speedily  obtained  by  loans. 

Congress  for  the  greater  dispatch  have  thought  it  expedient  to 
appoint  a  oommittee  to  assist  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  drawing 
'out  supplies.  As  their  powers  will  be  inadequate  to  the  purpoaes  rf 
their  appointment  unless  they  shall  derive  force  from  the  States  to 
whom  they  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  applying,  they  most 
earnestly  request  you,  if  you  should  find  it  inconvenient  to  continae 
your  Sessions  to  lodge  such  powers  in  your  Executive,  or  some  part 
of  your  Legislative  body,^as  will  enable  them  at  this  interesting 
period  on  the  application  of  the  Committee  to  call  forth  the  resour- 
ces of  your  Suue. 

Congress  trust  that  these  requisitions  will  not  appear  nnneceasaiy, 
when  compared  with  the  information  on  which  they  are  grounded. 
In  the  importance  of  which  they  doubt  not  that  you  will  find  a  snffi* 
oient  apology  for  the  demand  and  the  warmth  with  which  they 
intreat  you  to  carry  these  measures  into  immediate  execution. 
By  Order  of  Congress, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  President  Reed. 
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Gknl.  Enox  to  P&ss.  Bseb,  1780. 

Morria  Town,  19<»  May,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  yev  EzceUency's  fxtat  of  Ihe  10^  imtant,  rea- 
pectiog  the  incorporation  of  the  loose  companies  belonging  to  the 
State  of  Pennaylvania,  with  CoL  Proctors  reciment.  This  has  been 
80  ardenilj  my  wish,  that  I  have  endeavor'a  to  the  nUnoet  of  my 
power,  to  have  it  effected,  and  so  long  ago,  as  the  80*^  of  last  Jann- 
aiy,  I  wrote  pressingly  to  the  board  of  war  on  the  subject,  bat  I 
have  not  received  any  answer  from  themr 

I  informed  the  board,  that  late  Lee's  and  Porters  companies,  had 
been  part  of  OoL  Lambs  battalion,  since  its  first  formation,  and  that 
it  woold  be  injorioos  to  take  those  companies  from  it,  without  giving 
it  an  eqnivAlent,  therefore  I  propos'd  that  New  Jersev  shoiSd  iS 
eali'd  upon  by  Congress,  to  raise  two.comnanies  of  artillerymen,  to 
be  added  to  Lambs  in  Uen  of.  Porters  and  Lees.  There  could  not 
have  been  any  impropriety  in  this  measure,  as  New  Jersey  have  had 
two  companies  of  artillery  in  the  field  from  January  '77,  to  last  Jan- 
uary, when  the  times  of  engagement  of  almost  all  the  tfien  expir'd. 
I  should  suppose  policy  would  induce  this  State,  to  raise  the  compa- 
nies immediately  on  a  requisitioB  of  Congress.  However,  nothing 
has  yet  been  done  with  respect  to  the  matter. 

A  committee  of  Congress  are  in  Camp,  to  make  every  arrangement 
wbieh  shall  be  thought  necessary;  I  shall  lay  this  subject  before 
them,  and  do  not  conceive  of  any  farther  difficulty  than  what  I  have 
mentioned,  of  the  injury  Lambs  regiment  will  sustain ; — ^I  cannot 
suppose  Colonel  Procters  officers,  can  have  any  reasonable  objections 
as  all  the  vacancies  in  that  regiment  arc  filled  up.  It  is  my  earnest 
wish  that  the  whole  Corps  of  Artillery  should  be  as  completely  or- 
ganiz'd  as  the  nature  of  the  establishment  will  admit,  and  nothing 
on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  effect  it. 

The  field  pieces  borrowed  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the 
Continent,  can  be  returned  without  any  inconvenience  to  the  Public 
Service.  I  believe  there  are  two  under  that  description  now  in  the 
park,  I  do  not  know  whether  there  were  any  more  borrowed,  if  there 
should  have  been,  and  your  Excellency  can  obtain  the  marks  of 
them,  and  an  order  from  the  board  of  War  for  their  delivei^,  I  shall 
take  particular  pleasure  in  returning  them  to  the  State,  in  perfect 
repair  with  my  hearty  thanks,  for  the  services  they  have  rendered. 
I  am  with  much  respect.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Excellencys  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

H.  KNOX. 

Directed,    His  Excellency  President  Reed. 
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Pres.  Bbbd  to  Pr^s.  Powbll,  of  MASSACHCSsxTd  Bat, 

1780. 

Sir, 

We  are  inforaied  tbat  one  Samuel  Chapman,  a  Sabjed  of  this 
State,  who  joined  the  British  Army  in  December,  1776,  &  took  a 
Commiaeion  in  that  Service,  has  been  eaptnred  by  a  Vessel  of  War, 
&  carried  into  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  &  is  treated  with  an 
Indnlgenee  dne  only  to  Officers  of  a  different  character.  Being 
attainted  in  this  State,  k  peculiarly  obnoxious  as  an  Offioer  of  a 
Corps  employed  in  harassing  the  Inhabitants,  stealing  Horses,  &  sneh 
like  Prao^ces,  we  request  he  may  not  be  exchanged,  in  the  ordinary 
Coarse,  but  kept  untill  a  fayourable  Opp^  offers  to  bring  him  into 
this  State,  that  he  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  his  Demerits. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  much  esteem  k  regard, 
Sir,  Your  most  Obed.  & 

▼cry  Hbbl.  Servt. 
Indorsed. 

May  19|  Hon.  Jeremiah  Powell  Esq.,  Pfte^  of  Mass.  Bay. 


Isaac  Roach  to  Capt.  Bots,  1780.* 

Sir, 

I  have  the  plasure  of  Informing  you  of  my  Arriyeing  Safe  at  this 
place  yesterday.  We  have  heard  no  Intiilaganoe  of  any  of  the 
Enemies  Boats  ~only  one  tbat  was  Drove  a  Shore  a  few  miles  to  the 
Southward  of  Cape  henlopen,  the  Grew  supposed  to  be  lost  As  five 
or  six  men  has  been  found  on  the  Beach  Drownded ;  this  happened 
about  ten  Days  ago.  Our  Beef  &  pork  Is  half  Expended.  I  have 
made  application  to  Major  Fisher  for  a  Supply  &  he  has  promised 
to  furnish  me  with  it.  I  shall  wait  here  a  few  Days  to  Convoy 
several  Shallops  from  this  place  up  the  Bay,  Which  I  hope  will  meet 
with  your  approbation.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  any  more  men 
as  yet.  Haveing  not  to  ad,  I  have  the  Hon'  to  subscribe  my  Self^ 
Sir,  your  very, 

Hum"  ServS 

ISAAC  ROACH. 

On  board  the  Delawar  Schooner,  in  lewistown  Creek,  May  20*^, 
1780. 

Directedy 
lo  Nathan  Boys,  Esqr.,  at  Philadelphia. 
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Bbsolutioh  of  CoNaBiss,  1780. 

In  Congress,  May  19%  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  States  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  New  York,  &>nnecdent,  Rhode  Island,  Massa- 
ebosetts  bay  &  New  hampshire  be  most  earnestly  called  on  to  eolleot 
&  pay  into  the  eontinental  treasury,  immediately  if  possible,  &  at  all 
events  within  80  days  from  this  time,  ten  millions  dollars  for  the 
special  purpose  hereafUr  mentioned,  in  the  following  proportions; 
the  payments  to  be  credited  to  the  said  States  respectively  on  their 
quotas  of  money  due  to  the  United  States  to  the  first  of  March  last,  vis., 


Virginia                            .    '       . 

1,953,200 

Maryland 

1,234,350 

Belftware              .             . 

132,800 

Pensjlvania 

1,796,950 

New  Jersey         .            .            .            . 

703,950 

New  York           .             .            .             . 

586,950 

Connecticut 

1,828,050 

Rhode  Island      .            .            .            . 

156,250 

MwsMhnsetts  hnj 

1,796,950 

New  Hampshire 

812,450 

Resolved,  that  bills  be  immediately  drawn,  under  the  direction  of 
the  bosrd  of  tresaury,  on  the  honble.  DoctF  B.  Franklin  for  25,000 
and  on  the  hon^^  John  Jay  for  25,000,  payable  at  sixty  days  sight ; 
That  they  be  offered  for  sale  in  Massachusetts  bay,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticat,  PensylvaDia,  Maryland  and  Virginia  in  the  following 
proportions,  via. ; 

Massachusetts  bay   .....  20,000 

Rhode  Island 


Conoeoticnt 
Pennsylvania 
Maryknd 
Vifginia 


8,000 
8,000 
10,000 
5,000 
4,000 


Resolved,  That  the  money  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid  be  app 
and  applied  solely  to  the  bringing  the  army  into  the  field,  &  forward- 
iDg  their  supplies  in  such  manner  as  the  exigency  and  nature  of  the 
service  may  require. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  at  head  quarters  be  directed  to 
expedite  the  drawing  forth  the  supplies  for  the  States,  required  by 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  25  of  Feb'y  last,  as  the  exigency 
&  nature  of  the  service  of  the  case  may  require,  and  the  commander 
in  chief  shall  judge  them  necessary. 

That  in  case  of  any  extraordinary  emergency,  more  of  any  of  the 
articles  enumerated  in  the  said  isolation  shaU  become  necessary 
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than  is  therein  proTided  for.  That  the  said  committee,  with  the  advice 
of  the  oommandei  ia  obief^  do  apply  to  the  Legislature,  or  exeentive 
powers  of  any  of  the  States  aforesaid,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Vir- 
ginia inclnsiye,  as  may  be  most  conTcnient,  to  have  them  immediately 
purchased  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  or  otherwise  procnred 
on  the  credit  of  the  same,  if  necessity  shall  so  require* 

That  the  said  oom««  give  directions  for  procuring  any  other  articles 
not  provided  for  in  the  said  resolution  of  the  25  c^  Feb'y,  which  th 
exigency  of  the  service  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  render  necessary,  k  direct  the  proper  application  to  the  ciyii 
magistrates  of  any  of  the  States  for  obtaining  them  in  such  manner 
as  shall  not  admit  of  delay. 

That  the  said  com**  be  also  authorized  to  give  assurance,  where 
any  of  the  aforesaid  articles  shall  be  purchased  or  otherwise  procured 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  that  the  just  value  of  the  same 
shall  be  paid  with  interest  at  6  per  cent.,  as  fast  as  mioney  can  be  raised 
for  that  purpose. 

That  the  said  com**  report  their  proceedings  to  Congress  once  a 
fortnight 

Besolved,  That  the  Legislatures,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Virginia 
inclusive,  1)e  requested  to  invest  their  executive  authority,  or  some 
9ther  p^sons,  with  such  powers  as  will  enable  them  on  the  applica- 
tion of  com'*  aforesaid,  to  draw  forth,  at  this  critical  peri<>d,  the 
resources  of  the  State. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CH A.  THOMSON,  Sec-y. 


Li  Congress,  Miy  20»,  1780. 
Besolved, 

That  the  several  States  be  earnestly  requested  to  forward  their 
quotas  of  Troops  to  join  their  respective  corps  of  the  Army  as  soon 
as  possible.       ..... 

•  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sso'y.* 


Resolution  of  CoNaRBSS,  1780. 

In  Congress,  May  20«S  1780. 
An  Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsvlvania  was  laid  before   Congress^  pur- 
porting that  *^*M'  Peale,  M'  Blewer,  M**  Hayes,  M'  Wynkoop,  M' 
J.  Anderson^  M'  Orr,  M'  Smith,  M'  Jopes,  M^  Dresbach,  M'  Paw- 

♦  8«eCol.-Reo.,Vol.  XII.,  p.  WO. 
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ell,  M'  Sloftn,  ft  M'  Martin  were  appointed  a  Gommiitee  to  confer 
vitk  CoQgressy  in  company  witb  a  Committee  of  the  Supreme  Exeo* 
ntive  Gooncil,  on  the  eubjeet  of  the  loan  Office  certificate  iaaoed  bj 
the  Oflioen  of  the  state  department 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  aboTe  Committees. 
The  members  chosen,  M'  Elsworth,  M'  Houston,  and  M'  Henry. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

GEO.  BOND,  Dep'y  Sec'y.* 


P.  Penbt  to  Oouhcil,  1780. 

To  the  Hon*^  Gov''  &  Gonncil  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen : 

The  misfortanes  I  suffered  on  board  the  Confederacy  having 
retarded  my  arrival  in  Europe,  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  it  is  out  of  my 
power  to  send  at  present  the  five  thousand  Fusees  conformable  to  the 
Tenor  of  my  Treaty  with  you  :  they  were  to  be  dispatched  in  January 
last  -y  I  arriv'd  ia  France  only  in  March,  &  are  now  here  in  the  store- 
houses. Knowing  your  immediate  want,  I  wou'd  fain  forward  them 
to  jou  though  the  Time  for  their  Expedition  is  pass'd :  But  no 
vessels  Dor  men  can  be  found,  they  are  in  the  Government  Service. 
For  all  I  went  to  Versailles  to  soUicit  an  Exemption  for  some  of 
them,  my  sollicitation  was  not  Granted.  The  Royal  Navy  must 
have  the  Preference  is  all  what  is  urged  at  this  Time :  Consequently, 
the  Circulation  of  Commerce  is  intercepted.  My  House  was  fore  d 
to  charter  our  vessels  to  the  King  four  months  before  my  arrival  in' 
France.  But,  we  hope,  our  disagreeable  Circumstances  are  soon  to 
be  alter'd.  By  the  first  opportunity  as  soon  as  I  can  find  a  good 
sailing  vessel  in  this  pkce  bound  to  your  Parts,  I  will  ship  your 
muskets. 

I  must  inform  you  that  I  am  determined  to  stay  here  during  the 
war.  For  your  advantage,  &  that  of  the  Americans  in  General,  I 
will  endeavour  to  promote  every  Opportunity  tending  to  give  you 
satisfaction.  An  exact  &  immediate  compliance,  as  much  as  possible, 
with  your  orders  u  what  I  recommend  to  my  House ;  I  shall  be 
happy  to  receive  them  &  continue  to  be  your  constant  Correspondent. 

I  bespoke  your  Standards  in  Paris ;  I  expect  them  every  day. 
They  will  be  sent  to  you  by  some  French  frigate.  Cap*  Sam*  Smith, 
who  has  been  ready  to  sail  for  some  time,  will  deliver  to  you,  as  soon 
as  he  arrives  in  Philadelphia,  the  seals  representing  the  arms  of  your 
State.    As  you  desir'd,  they  were  engraved  at  Paris. 

Were  yon  to  appoint  a  Commercial  agent  in  France,  I  beg  you 


*  See  Col.  Boo.,  Vol.  XU.  p.  860. 
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would  bestow  that  Honor  upon  me.    Yoar  Ezcelleocy  was  bo  kind 
as  to  promise  me  before  my  departare  joa  would  make  a  modem  in 
my  FaTor  in  yonr  Coanoil.     If  I  oould  be  bo  bappy  bb  to  obtain  that ' 
mark  of  your  Confidence,  my  Condaot  would  Boon  evinee  the  Utility 
&  Propriety  of  yoor  choice. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  profound  Reapect 
Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obedient,  devoted^ 
Humble  Servant, 

P.  PENET. 
Nantes,  the  20th  May,  1780. 


Capt.  Allbn  M'Laits  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Head  of  Elk, 

May  20%  1780. 
Sir,  ' 

A  desire  to  be  comprehended  by  the  State  of  pencelvania  as  one  of 
their  offisors,  indaces  me  to  trouble  your  Excell'y  to  lay  my  request 
before  the  Honourable  House  of  ABscmbly.  I  flatter  my  self  you 
will  think  with  roe  i  have  every  necesary  pretention  to  the  notice  of 
the  State;  it  is  the  place  of  my  nativity  ;  i  have  long  made  up  my 
mind  to  remove  my  residance  their.  As  i  wass  under  the  necescaty 
of  Disposing  of  my  property  in  pensylvania  or  deleware,  i  chose  to 
sell  out  in  deleware,  and  directly  after  the  Enemy  Evacuated  phiL  i 
remioved  my  family  to  the  City,  ware  thay  now  breathe. 

It  is  true  i  had  the  misfortune  to  live  in  deleware  when  I  reci'd  a 
commission  in  one  of  the  additional  Reg^.  When  the  arrangement 
took  place  i  Requested  to  be  annexed  to  the  Delaware  RegS  as  I  wass 
injured  in  point  of  rank  in  the  one  I  had  served  in ;  the  Hon.  Con- 
gress was  pleased  to  annex  me  to  Maj'  Lee's  Corps.  I  am  the  only 
offisor  of  said  Corps  that  is  not  provided  for  by  some  one  State. 

I  am  now  on  my  march  to  the  Southward,  and  may  not  have 
another  opertunity  of  having  my  situation  considered. 

Should  you  take  up  Idea  and  present  my  request,  the  Bervioe 
will  be  acknowledged  by  your  Exell"  most  obed.  Serv*, 

ALLEN  M'LANEL 
Directed,. 
His  ExcelFcy  Joseph  Read,  Esq.,  President  State  Pensilvauia. 
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Samuxi.  Rra  to  Pbxsidekt  Resd,  1780. 

Hay  it  please  joar  Ezoellency : 

I  embrace  this  Opportanitj  bj  the  Bey^  M'  Treat,  to  iDform  your 
Exoellenoyi  that  since  my  lasti  Signed  by  Mr.  Ordt,  the  13<^  Ins^ 
That  Col.  Bendy  of  New  Jersey,  haveing  receved  Intelegence  that  a 
Party  of  Torries  on  the  12th  Instant  had  appointed  to  meet  near  the 
Water  Gap  of  Delaware  in  this  Township,  and  from  thenee  make  off 
to  the  Indians  Headed  by  a  Certain  Robert  Land,  late  of  Casheotong, 
an  old  offender,  whom  I  had  made  Betarn  of  about  2  years  ago'  to 
Council,  and  was  Confined  some  time  in  Easton  Goal ;  but  at  the  last 
Supreme  Court  of  this  County  has  been  admitted  to  Bail,  as  the 
judge  did  not  find  his  name  in  the  Proclamation.  Col.  Bond  ha?ing 
found  out  the  Tory  time  of  their  marob,  placed  a  few  Volunteers  in 
Ambush,  who  foro'd  upon  them  and  Wounded  two  of  the  enemy, 
upon  which  two  of  them  were  made  Prisoners,  tis'  :  Ralph  Morden 
and  a  British  Prisoner,  who,  it  seems,  had  leave  to  run  at  large ; 
they  had  each  of  them  near  30  ^^  of  Flour  on  their  Backs.  Land, 
'tis  said,  was  seen  to  fall  when  fired  upon,  and  dropt  his  knapsack, 
Beaver  hat  &  Cane;  His  supposed  he  waa  Mortally  wounded,  as  there 
was  plenty  of  blood  discovered  next  morning ;  dilligent  search  haa 
been  made,  but  to  no  purpose;  ,ti8  thought  he  was  either  killed  or 
Conveyed  away,  Probably  by  the  Tories,  as  a  number  of  them  reside 
near  the  Place  where  the  action  hapo'd.  Morden,  it  seems,  made 
some  Confession,  but,  as  the  particulars  have  not  come  to  band, 
cannot  favour  you  therewith. 

I  am  Likewise  to  inform  your  Ezcellenoy,  that  when  the  Alarm 
of  the  Inhabitants  when  Gilbert's  Mills  was  burnt,  and  the  People 
Captivated,  the  Sub  Lieut,  in  that  Quarter  have  called  upon  and 
placed  near  100  Men,  and  stationed  them  near  the  Lehi  Gap,  under 
Col.  Kern. 

And  aa  the  Township  of  Lower  and  upper  Smithfield  &c.,  remains 
as  yet  unguarded,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  Lett'  of  May  Ist. 
Have  called  upon  the  next  Class  in  rotation,  under  the  new  arrange- 
ment, to  march  to  their  relief.  I  must  again  renew  my  request  to 
Council  for  a  supply  of  Ammunition,  as  what  hath  come  to  hand  is 
nearly  exhausted  to  the  needy  Inhabitants,  that  lived  most  exposed 
to  danger ;  so  that  but  very  litle  remains  to  supply  the  Militia  la 
future.  As  the  Returns  of  all  the  Oflkers  names  in  the  several 
Battles  of  this  County,  is  not  yet  compleated,  must  defer  that 
affair  to  some  future  Opportunity.  I  have  wrote  to  Col.  Kern  for 
an  exact  list  of  the  Men  under  his  Command,  which  will  shortly  be 
Transmitted  to  your  Excellency.  I  am  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  &  moat  Humble  Servant, 

SAML.  RBA,  Lieut. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

^  favour  of  the  Rev*  M'  Treat. 
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Ephriam  Blainb  to  Pbes.  Reed^  1780* 

PhiLid%  20th  May,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  left  Head  Qaarten  late  on  tbe  evening  of  the  eighteenth,  and 
find  it  will  be  impossible  to  feed  the  Army  without  the  Aid  df  the 
Legislative  authority  impowering  their  Commissioners  to  pnichaae 
or  to  take  Cattle  wherever  they  can  find  them  fit  for  use. 

The  want  of  Money  last  fall  deprived  the  Agents  from  securing 
any  large  quantities  of  Salt  Provisions,  and  the  severity  of  the  winter 
has  deprived  many  of  the  Connecticut  Farmerit  from  feeding  Cattle, 
OQ  whom  our  principal  dependance  was  for  Beef;  those  circam- 
stances,  and  our  Salt  Provisions  being  exhausted,  has  reduoed  the 
Army  to  half  allowance  of  Meat;  indeed  on  this  day  there  is  not  a 
single  pound  in  Cain  p. 

This  State  is  capable  of  furnishing  a  connderable  number  of  Stock 
Cattle,  which  will  make  good  Beef  if  proper  means  are  adopted  to 
collect  them.  I  would  beg  leave  to  point  out  to  your  Excellency  the 
proper  places : — the  County  of  Chester  and  the  Meadows  on  Del- 
aware, Lancaster,  Bucks  &  York  Counties ;  indeed,  a  few  may  be 
provided  in  each  County.  The  States  of  Jersey  and  New  Tork  have 
Deen  so  drained  we  can  expect  very  little  Assistance  from  them; 
therefore,  without  your  speedy  Aid  in  giving  a  Supply  of  Meat,  the 
Army  must  undoubtedly  disband  for  want  of  that  necessary  Article. 
Would  beg  your  Excellency  to  give  immediate  Orders  to  the  Countj 
Contractors  to  enter  upon  the  Execution  of  their  respective  Purchases 
with  all  possible  dispatch^  as  a  very  few  Days  will  reduce  me  to  want 
every  necessary  for  the  Army,  and  oblige  me  to  call  on  the  Con- 
tractors for  the  Supplies  required  from  this  State. 
I  am^  very  respectfully. 

Your  Excellencies  most  obedient 
-  &  most  Hble.  Servant^ 

EPH.  BLAINB,  0.  0.  B. 

JHreeiedf 

Public  Service. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire.    Present. 
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Besoluiion  of  CoNanssSy  1780. 

In  Congress,  May  22d,  1780.  - 

The  Comnrittoe  to  vfaom  was  referred  President  Beed's  Letter  of 
Mkf*  brought  in  a  report^  irhieh  iras  taken  into  consideration^  ft 
therenpon. 

Besoired,  Tbatin  the  opinion  of  Congress  it  is  highly  inexpedient 
for  an  J  of  the  States  to  permit  the  exportation  of  proyisions,  to 
fbrc'gn  parts  nntil  the  exigeneies  of  the  pnblie  Senrioe,  are  mora 
folly  ascertained  and  provided  for  than  at  present 

lliat  it  be  earnestly  receommended  to  the  Delaware  State  again 
immediately  to  lay  an  Embargo  on  the  exportotion  of  provisions 
from  that  State  and  to  continue  the  Same  ontill  it  Shall  be  consistent 
with  the  public  Safety  that  the  like  embargoes  Should  be  discon- 
tinued in  all  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  Copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  transmitted 
to  the  President  of  the  Delaware  State  and  also  to  the  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  in  wmmet  to  hia 
Letter  of  the  6th. 

Extract  from  the  minutes 

GEO  BOND,  Depy.  Secy. 
Imdonedf 

Hay  22-  1780. 


Olitbr  Ellsworth  to  Pass.  Bbei>,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  Committee  of  Congress,  are  ready  to  confer  with  the  Commit- 
tees of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  and  Assembly,  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Penn^lvania,  on  the  Subjecte  of  the  enfidosed  Besolntion 
at  such  Time  and  Place  as  they  shall  appoint. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  bo^ 
on  Behalf  of  the  Commee. 

your  Excelly's  most  obedt. 

and  very  hble.  aevt. 
OLIVEB  ELLSWOBTHf. 

Monday  May  22*'  1780. 
Dirtetedf 

His  Excy.  The  Prest.  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council^  Penn 
sylv*. 

*  See  page  229. 

t  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.  p.  860. 
Vol.  VIIL— 12 


262  PENNSTLYANIA  ABCHIVES  1780. 

PbBS.  RbBD  VO  SpBAKBR  of  A8S1EMBL7,   1780. 

Sir, 

The  enoIoMd  Hinato  of  GoDgrBSS  wm  broagfat  to  Mb  Board  on 
Saturday,  bat  your  Hon.  Houm  haying  ad^ooroadi  no  Beaolation 
ooald  be  had. 

We  shall  be  ready  to  attend  the  proposed  Cdmmittee  whenever  it 
•eaits  the  Convenience  of  the  House,  our  Infommtion  of  whidi  will 
enable  na  to  notify  the  Oommittee  of  OongresB  as  to  Time  and  Plane. 
I  am  Sir,  with  great  Bespeot^ 
k  Regard,  Tour  moat  Obed.  Hbble.  Sevt. 

JOS.  BEED. 
IndMtedf-^To  John  Bayard,  Bsq.,  Speaker. 


Col.  L.  Niooul  to  Prbs  BnD,  1780. 

Oentlomen, 

M'  M«  Knight  informs  me  he  spoke  to  several  members  of  tlie 
Councils,  in  regard  to  his  claim  of  half  of  Johnstons  prise  money, 
who  all  told  him  those  matters  were  entirely  left  to  me  to  finally 
determine,  but  desired  I  would  lay  his  claim,  as  far  as  appears  to  ne 
before  yoa,  supposing  I  can  take  his  word  as  to  the  latter,  I  send  it 
enclosed,  but  do  not  think  a  verbal  message  sufficient  for  the  former, 
&  would  rather  fall  short  than  extend  any  authority  beyond  the  inten- 
tion of  those  vesting  me  with  it,  therefore  request  your  directions  aa 
to  this  matter,  assuring  you  that  if  M'  M«  ^nighta  information  is 
right  I  shall  determine  the  matter  as  speedily  as  possible  with  dne 
regard  to  eauity  &  the  interests  of  the  State. 

A  very  valuable  prise  being  sent  into  this  port  by  three  privateara  on 
board  of  which  we  may  reasonably  suppose  there  are  several  deaerten 
from  the  American  Army,  &  as  buying  shares  or  parts  of  shares  has 
become  a  great  article  of  speculation,  I  beg  leave  to  propose  my 
publishing  an  advertisement,  as  agent  for  the  State,  cautioning  all 
persons  from  buying  from  deserters  or  suspected  persons,  and  aa  my 
discovering  deserters  is  very  precarious^  offering  a  reward  of  50 
dollars  to  every  person  who  will  give  me  information  of  the  names 
of  such  as  may  come  to  their  knowledge,  if  by  thb  means  we  dia- 
cover  any  the  60  dollars  will  be  well  laid  out. 

Permit  me  to  assure  yon  that  I  am  with  respect, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  humb.  ft  obedt.  aervt. 

LEWIS  NICOLA.  T.  M. 
Jndonedj 

23  May,  1780. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  the  President,  &  the  Honbe  Executive  Connoil 
of  the  State. 


rXSSBTLYAmL  M»HIT1B  UN.  SM 


James  Johnston  Entered  on  botrd  tbe  Sloop  Aeim  a  deatrter 
firom  the  eight  Yir^nia  taken  and  lent  to  hia  B^meot. 

Hr  Bobt  M*  Knight  olaims  half  this  mans  share  in  oon8eq|nenoe 
of  a  porehase  made  st  Chester  the  18th  of  Api^  1780^  for  vbioh  he 
paid  Johnston  Vd  Gaineas  in  Gold. 

Johnston  deposited  part  of  the  purchase  monevin  the  hands  of 
Alex'  Tindal,  Sailing  master  to  the  aloop  Active.  When  in  the  New 
Ooal  be  obtained  permission,  I  suppose  from  M'  Bobert  Jewe),  to  go 
to  Alex'  Tindal  to  take  this  menej  out  of  his  hands,  &  in  presenoe 
of  M'  M'  Knight  demanded  nine  guineas,  the  Amo*  of  the  Deposil. 
l^dal,  informed  of  the  resolve  of  the  council  refused  to  ffVB  the 
money,  till  W  Knights  Claim  was  settled,   y 

I  wrote  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Tindal,  then  out  of  Town,  requesting  he 
would  pay  the  deposit  money  into  my  hands^  for  whioh  I  would  jriTe 
him  a  proper  receipt,  this  letter  M'  M*  Knight  undertook  to  fere- 
ward  and  yesterday  informed  me  Mr.  Tindal  was  returned  to  town 
and  that  he  had  given  my  letter  and  Bee'  a  verbal  answer  that  he 
(Tindal)  would  pay  tbe  five  guineas  depomted  in  his  hands  when  his 
(M«  Knights)  claim  was  settled. 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 


PRES.   OF  COHQEBSS  TO  PESS.  BbXD^  1780. 

Thikdelphia,  24  May,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  now  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  an  Act  of  Congress  of 
the  22^  Instant,  m  Consequence  of  your  Letter  of  the  6^  Instant, 
by  which  you  will  be  informed  of  the  Sentiments  of  Congress,  and 
the  Measure  they  have  adopted  relative  to  EmbargOi  and  in  particular 
respecting  the  Delaware  State,  in  the  present  Situation  of  publie 

I  hafe  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  higfaeit  regard^ 

your  Bxoell/s  hbUe.  Bertatit, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 
His  ExeoU'y,  Pmident  Beed. 

«  ed.  Reo.  YoL  Xll.  p.  881 
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MsMOEiAL  OF  Officers  of  Pennbylyahia  Line,  1780. 

-    Maj  it  please  your  EzoeUenoy : 

We^  the  SubsoriberB,  Officers  belooging  to  the  Pennsylvania  line, 
beg  leave  to  represent,  tbat  we  have  been  frequently  informed  that 
many,  if  not  most  of  the  places  to  which  the  unfortnnate  Prisoners 
were  appointed,  have  been  since  filled  up  by  others,  and  that  many 
of  the  Cfaptive  Officers  who  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  be  exchanged, 
have  met  with  no  other  reward  for  their  painfull  imprisonment,  but 
a  dismission  from  the  Service. 

We  must  confess  the  verry  Idea  of  meeting  with  snch  a  reoeptioD, 
when  good  fortune  shall  restore  us  to  our  Country,  wounds  our 
feelings,  and  renders  Captivity  more  Irksome  3  we  have,  however, 
the  most  perfect  Confidence  that  your  Bzcellenoy  will  not  willingly 
Patronize  such  proceedings,  and  flatter  ourselves  that  a  short  time 
will  put  an  end  to  our  already  long  Captivity,  and  give  us  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  once  more  serving  our  Country  in  the  Banks  we  are 
entitled  to. 
'  We  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellencies  most  Ob*  Humble  Serv*% 

JOHN  DUGUID,  Lieut., 
WILLIAM  CRAWFORD,  laeiit., 
THO-  JANNEY,  Lieut , 
JOHN  RUDULPH,  Lieu% 
ANDREW  DOVER,  Lieu*. 

Long  Island,  Flat  Bush,  May  24%  1780. 


P&BS.  Bebd  to  Adam  Witman,  1780. 

Philada.,  May  24»  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  3^  tJlt.  was  duly  received,  and  it  ffives  us  great 
Concern  to  see  so  unhappy  a  Spirit  prevail  in  several  Districts  of 

Sur  County.  Prudence,  accompanied  with  Firmness,  A  a  strict 
Moltttion  not  to  be  frightened  or  seduced  from  the^  Performance  of 
your  Duty,  is  the  Line  whicbwiU- carry  you  through  with  Safety. 
And  you  may  depend  upon  our  Support  therein.  There  has  been  t 
M'  Shnltz  ^th  a  Complaint  against  the  Commissioners,  but  we  did 
not  think  proper  to  enter  into  it — at  the  same  Time  reoommendiog 
him  to  apply  himself  to  the  Justices  of  the  Sapreme  Conri»  Who  wili 
sit  at  R«iuiing  in  a  short  Time.  To  ^em  have  also  forwarded  voar 
Letters  setting  forth  the  various  Obstructions  &  Difficulties  you  Mn 
met  with.    We  would  have  yon  apply  to  tiiem  on  their  coming  into 


psiorsrL\rANiA  abohites  nao.  Mt 

tbe  Connty,  &  receive  tbeir  Advioe  &  DireotioDy  which  will  afford 
yoa  a  safe  Guide  far  yovr  Oonduofc,  as  Well  in  bringiDg  turbolent 
Oppoeera  of  the  Laws  to  Jngtice,  as  enablioff  yoa  to  proceed  with 
Satisfaction  to  yourselves  &  Benefit  to  the  Poblick. 

They  will  also  ti^e  saitable  Notice  of  those  Gentlemen^  of  the 
Law  whom  yon  leptresent  as  promoting  Oppositioni  &  haiassiiig  the 
pablick  Officera  in  the  Performance  of  their  Dnty. 
I  am^  Sir, 

Tour  obed.  &  very 

Hbble.  Serr., 

JOS.  BEEa 
P.  8.  Yoa  will  commanicate  this  Letter  to  the  other  Con 


Indonedj 
1780,  May  24«^.    To  Adam  Witman,  Esq*,  Com'  of  the  Xaz  for 

Berks  Goonty. 


Fbes.  Bbed  to  Ofvicsbs  07  Militia,  1780. 

The  President  of  the  State  with  Pleasartf  embnces  the  first  pab- 
liek  Oppy  to  thank  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Troop  of  Light  HorsCi  of 
Artillery  &  Infantry  Militia,  for  tbeir  nnmerons  &  military  Appear- 
SDoe  last  Taesday — so  respectable  a  Body  of  Citizens  armed  m  Defence 
of  American  Liberty,  after  fire  Tears  cmel  War  waged  against  it, 
must  afford  tme  DeUght  to  every  Lover  of  his  Conntry,  k  strike  ovf 
SoemieSi  both  internal  k  external,  with  Despair.  The  Spirit  k 
Attention  shown  by  the  Officers  in  so  ihhert  a  Time  since  their 
Appointment^  is  a  most  happy  Omen  of  the>r  future  Improvement  k 
BueeesB,  k  we  may  jnstiy  flatter  onrselves  that  their  Examine  will 
diffiue  its  inflaence  throngh  the  whole  State,  combining  .the  three 
great  Qaalities  which  ocnstitate  the  Patriot  Soldier^— Counge,  Dis- 
cipline; k  an  ardent  Love  of  his  Country. 

JOS.  JEIEED;  Prendent 

Indaned, 

1780,  May  25*.    To  the  Officers  of  the  MiKtia. 


S6S  VSmtSILYASLL  ABGHITS8  HSO; 


PftSS.   BbBI>  to  MSROHAITTS  OV    PfllLA.   1780. 

Gentlemen, 

Having  aeme  Time  ifo  lepreaenled  to  the  Hon.  Oongreti  tlie 
interesting  Sitaation  of  tiiia  State,  nnder  the  Reetriottone  of  Sl^^ 
tation  while  the  neighboring  State  of  Delaware  has  opened  its  PortB, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  oommonioato  the  Answer  this  dajreoeived  to  yon, 
&  reoeiving  any  Information  on  this  important  Subject,  for  which 
Purpose  I  request  the  Favour  of  your  Attendance  at  the  City  Taveni 
to  morrow  at  12  o'clock| 

And  am,  Gentlemeni 

Your  Obed*  &  Tery, 
Hbble  Sevt. 
To  the  Iferohrats  of  Philadelphia. 


COMMIXTEB  OF  CONQESSS  (AT  GaHP)  TO  PrBS»  BbED,  1780. 

In  Committee  of  Congress. 
Metm  Town,  May  26th,  1780. 

Sir,  . 

Sinee  we  had  the  Honor  to  address  our  letter  of  this  di^,  Hi4 
Bxey*  The  CominaniAer  ia  CUef  has  &voared  us  with  oii#**^}opj 
whereof  if  inoloeed. 

Had  the  necessity  of  Compleatiiig  the  Eegiment,  to  the  Cample- 
wmjU  he  States,  appeared  to  os  as  indiapensiUe  before^  aa  it  ha^ 
done  siaee  the  reoeipt  ot  his  ktt^,  we  shoald  not  have  hcttitatod  a 
moment  in  leeommending  theme&eure,  being  perfeetHy  peiaaadsd 
of  ite  proprietj. 

We  have  tiie  Hotter  io  be, 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

Y'  Exoys.  most  Obed<  Sevt 
PH  SCHUYLER, 
JNO  MATHEWS, 
NATH  PEABODY. 
His  Excy.  Joseph  Seed  Esq,  Qoy  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvinia. 
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Gn.  Washitoioh  to  CoMMirrsBy  1780. 

(Copy.) 

Morris  Town,  May  26th,  1780. 
GentlemeDi 

I  have  attentively  considered  the  Circnlar  letter  to  the  different 
States  which  yoa  did  me  the  honor  to  |oomnuinioate  for  my  perusal 
and  I  am  happy  to  find  that  my  ideas  perfectly  correspond  with  those 
of  the  Commttee. 

The  yiew  they  have  giyen  of  onr  situation  is  just,  fell  and  ex- 
plicit; the  measures  they  haye  recommended  are  well  adapted  to 
the  emergency  and  of  indispensable  necessity.  I  yery  freely  give 
it  as  my  opinion^  that  unless  they  are  carried  into  execution  in 
the  fullest  extent  and  with  the  greatest  decision  &  rapidity,  it  will 
be  impossible  for  us  to  undertake  the  intended  Cooperation  with 
any  reasonable  prospect  of  Success. 

The  consequences  you  haye  well  delineated.  The  succour  designed 
for  our  benefit  will  prove  a  serious  misfortune;  and  instead  of 
reselling  us  from  the  embarrasments  we  experienced  and  from  the 
danger  with  which  we  are  threatned,  will  in  all  probability^  precipi- 
tate our  ruin.  Drained,  &  Weakened  as  we  already  are,  the 
exertienawe  shiA  make  though  they  may  be  too  imperfect  to 
secure  success,  will  at  any  rate  be  such  as  to  leave  us  in  a  state  of 
relaxation  and  debility,  from  which  it  wilf  be  difficult  if  not  imprac- 
ticable to  recover.  The  Country  exhausted — The  people  dispirited 
— ^The  consequence  and  reputation  of  these  States  in  Europe  sunk 
— Our  friends  chagrined  and  discouraged — Our  Enemies  deriving 
new  credit — new  confidence — new  resources. 

We  have  noL  nor  ought  we  to  wish  an  Alternative, — ^The  Court 
of  France  has  done,  so  much  for  us,  that  we  must  make  a  decisive 
effort  on  onr  part.  Our  situation  demands  it,  'tis  expected.  We 
have  the  means  of  success  without  some  unforeseen  accident,  and  it  only 
remmina  to  employ  them.  But  the  coDJuncture  requires  all  our 
wisdom,  and  idl  our  energy.  Such  is  the  present  State  of  this  Country, 
that  the  utmost  exertions  of  its  resources,  though  equaly,  is  not 
more  than  equal  to  the  Object,  and  our  measures  must  he  so  taken 
as  to  call  them  into  immediate  &  full  effect 

There  is  only  one  thing,  I  should  have  been  happy  the  Com- 
mittee had  thought  proper  to  take  upon  a  large  scale.  I  mean  the 
supply  of  men  by  Draught.  Instead  of  compleating  the  deficiencies 
of  the  quotas  assignedby  the  Resolution  of  Consress,  of  the  0th  of 
Febnary  last^  it  would  in  my  apprehension  be  of  the  sreatest  impor- 
tance that  the  respective  States  should  fill  their  Battallions  to  their 
complement  of  five  hundred  and  four  rank,  &  file.  Considering  the 
different  possible  dispositions  of  the  Enemy  and  the  diferent  posrible 
operations  on  our  part,  we  ought  not  to  have  less  than  Twenty 
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Thousand  Continental  efficient  Troops.  The  whole  nnmber  of 
Battallionsfrom  N«w  Hampshire  to  Pennsylvania  inclasive  if  com- 
plete, would  not  amount  to  this  force.  The  total  would  be  Twenty 
three  thousand  one  hundred  &  eighty-four  rank  &  file,  from  which 
the  customary  deductions  being  made,  there  will  not  remain  more 
than  about  Eighteen  Thousand  fit  for  the  service  of  the  field.  To  this 
may  be  added  the  remainder  of  the  Sixteen  Eegiments  amounting  to 
about  One  Thousand. 

Unless  the  principal  part  of  the  force  be  composed  of  those 
regularly  organized,  and  on  the  continuance  of  whose  services  we  can 
rely,  nothing  decisive  can  be  attempted.  The  Militia  are  too  pre- 
carious a  dependance  to  justify  such  an  attempt,  where  they  form  a 
material  part  of  the  plan.  Militia  cannot  have  the  necessary  habits 
Qor  the  consistency  either  for  an  assault  or  a  siege.  In  employing 
those  essentially,  we  should  run  a  risk  of  being  abandoned  in  the 
most  critical  moments.  The  expense,  &  the  consumption  of  pro- 
visions, &  stores  (which  we  are  bound  by  every  motive  to  economise,) 
will  he  very  considerably  increased.  As  we  should  not  be  able 
to  keep  the  same  body  in  the  field  during  the  whole  campaign,  we 
should  a  great  part  of  the  time  have  a  double  set  of  men  to  pay 
&  feed, — those  in  actual  service,  those  on  the  march  to  relieve  them 
Qr  returning  home  when  relieved.  The  operations  of  husbandry 
will  8u£fer  in  proportion. 

The  mode  by  draught  is,  I  am  persuaded  the  only  efficacious  one 
to  obtain  men, — it  appears  to  me  certain  that  it  is  the  only  one  to 
obtain  them  in  time,  nor  can  the  -  period  you  have  appointed  for 
bringing  them  into  the  field  be  delayed  without  defeating  the 
object.  I  have  little  doubt,  that  at  any  time  and  much  less  at  the 
proposed  juncture,the  powers  of  government  exerted  with  confidence 
will  be  equal  to  the  purpose  of  draughting.  The  hopes  of  the 
people  elevated  by  the  prospects  before  them,  will  induce  a  chearful 
compliance  with  this  and  all  the  other  measures  of  vigor  which  have 
been  recommended  and  which  the  exigency  requires. 

Notwithstanding  the  extension  of  the  Draught  which  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  advise,  occasionally  aids  of  militia  will  be  still  wanted 
but  in  much  less  number  in  this  case  than  in  the  other. 

I  have  entire  confidence  that  the  respective  Legislatures  will  be 
fully  impressed  with  the  importance  and  delicacy  of  the  present 
juncture,  and  will  second  the  views  of  the  Committee  by  the  most 
speedy  and  vigorous  efforts. 

With  eveiy  sentiment  of  respect,  &  esteem, 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Gent., 
Yr.  most  Obede.  &  Hble.  servant 
G«  WASHINGTON. 

The  Honble.  The  Committee  of  Cooperatioiu 
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Jambs  WiLKiNgoir^  C*  G.,  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Trevos,  May  25'*,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

Saffer  me  to  employ  a  few  moments  of  your  Excellencya  time 
respecting  the  warrant  drawn  on  yoa  in  my  fayor^  as  it  really  has 
become  a  sonree  of  great  distress  to  the  Persons  I  employ,  &  of 
extreme  perplejcity  to  myself;  I  flatter  myself  you  will  find  it  con- 
sistent to  waye  the  objection  to  its  immediate  payment,  which 
originates  in  the  precedence  of  other  Warrants,  when  I  assure  yoa 
that  this  was  granted  me  in  discharge  of  arrearages  due  my  Assistant, 
Deputies  ftOlerks,  agreeable  to  an  abstract  presented  by  me  to  the 
Board  of  Treasury  for  that  specific  purpose.  Should  your  Excellency, 
0D.tbi3  informa^on,  view  the  matter  in  the  light  it  strikes  me, I  will 
take  the  liberty  to  intreat  that  your  order  may  Issue  to  M'  Kitten- 
house,  from  whom  the  money  can  be  occasionally  rec* ;  and  I  haye 
the  honor  to  be,  with  the  purest  regard, 
Your  Excellency's 

much  obliged,  obed^  &  ready  Seryant, 
JAMES  WILKINSON  * 
Direcied, 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq^  President  of  Pennsylyania 


BoABD  07  Wab  to  Pbbs.  Reeb, 

War  Office,  May  25*'',  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Board  requests  the  attention  of  your  Excelknoy  and  the 
Hon*  Council  to  the  enclosed  extract  of  Colonel  Weltner's  Letter. 

The  Board  haye  it  not  in  their  power  to  give  Colonel  Weltner  any 
aaanrances  of  supplies  of  proyisions,  and  must  depend  altogether 
on  the  State  to  support  the  post 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's 

most  obedS  Hbl.  Sery^ 
By  order  of  the  Board, 
Direcied, 

(Public  Seryice.) 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 
War  Office. 

JOSEPH  GARLETON,  Sec'y  pro  lem. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol  XIL,  p.  868. 
12* 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  L^  Col»  Lndk.  Weltner,  oommandhig  tbe 
German  Battalion,  dated  at  Northumberland,  tbe  6th  May,  1780. 

''  Am  ezoeedmg  sorry  to  inform  yon,  that  if  I  do  not  get  a  speedy 
snpply  of  provisions,  there  being  but  six  days'  on  hand,  am  afraid 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  quit  my  post ;  altho'  I  have  wrote  to  Lancaster, 
Carlisle  &  Coxtown,  I  cannot  be  snpplied  except  forwarded  by  your 
honours/' 


Bason  Sxsubjsn  to  Fbbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Camp,  near  Morristowa,  26<^  May,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  the  effeetivs 
State  of  the  Troops  of  Pennsylvania.  As  the  Matter  at  present 
respects  the  formation  of  the  Army,  I  shall  not  reckon  those 
employed  as  Artificers,  Waggoners,  &c.,  but  only  the  effective  fight- 
ing men,  of  whom  the  Regiments  and  Companies  are  formed,  &  of 
whom  we  should  form  Divisions  &  Platoons  in  the  Order  of  Battle, 
agreeable  to  the  Regulations;  all  our  Arrangements  are  made  in 
consequence  of  these  Regulations,  agreeable  to  which  each  Reffim^tt 
should  be  formed  in  Nine  equal  Companies ;  of  which  the  Ninth  is 
to  be  Light  Infantry,  &  the  other  Eight  to  form  a  Batallion. 

It  is  fixed  in  these  Reffulations,  that  each  Batallion  shall  be  com- 
posed of  4  Divisions,  eacn  Division  of  2  Platoons,  &  each  Platoon  of 
not  less  than  ten  files;  so  that  a  Regiment  having  less  than  80  files 
under  Arms,  not  including  Officers,  Serjeants  &  Music,  cannot  form 
a  Batallion,  but  nrast  be  formed  into  2  Divisions  making  half  a 
Batallion— >-8ach,  sir,  is  the  system  we  have  adopted  in  our  Army; 
if  we  deviate  from  this,  we  are  without  any,  &  shall  fidl  into  that 
Confusion  we  have  with  so  much  pains  been  drawn  frym. 

After  this  Explanation^  which  I  thought  necessary,  I  must  rqaest 
your  Excellency  to  examine  the  State  of  your  Regiments,  ft  to  ja<^ 
yourself  in  what  manner  they  can  be  formed. 

The  extract  annexed  is  from  the  latest  Returns,  excluding  those 
Men  who  are  not  to  be  reckoned  on  in  time  of  Action — add  to  this 
that  each  AeeimMit  will  diminish  from  the  opening  of  the  Campaign, 
by  Sickness,  Desertion,  Ac. 

I  must  also  observe  to  your  Excellency,  that  during  the  last  winter 
your  Line  has  lost  near  800  Men  by  Desertion,  which,  unhappily, 
still  continues  daily  to  diminish  its  Strength. 

.  The  Resolve  of  Congress  of  February,  for  the  state  to  Augment 
the  number  of  Troops  in  the  Field,  has  uuhappily  produced  an  fifiect 
destructive  to  th^  Army ;  and  it  is  very  affecting  to  myself  &  to  all 
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wbo  wish  to  see  an  End  to  tbia  War,  A  the  Independence  of  Amerioa 
firmly  eataUialied,  to  pereeive  that,  in  the  moment  when  the  moat 
Tigorooa  exertions  are  necessary,  the  States,  instead  of  Tyeing  with 
each  otheF  who  should  do  the  most^  observe  a  contrary  oondnct|  and 
calcnlated  only  to  famish  the  least  to  the  general  good. 

I  beg  yoor  Ezoellency  to  sabmit  these  Obserrations  to  the  Aa- 
flombly  of  PennsylTsnia  with  eyery  assnrance  of  my  leal  k  lespoet 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

With  the  greatest  Bespect 
Yoor  £jceeUenc/s  moat  obedH  eenr'i. 

STEUBEN. 

His  Ezoellency  Jopeph  ^eed,  Esqr.,  President  of  tlie  State  of 
Pennsyhrmiia. 


State  of  Pennsylvania  Regiments  for  this  Campai^i  1780. 

llUg*-    173  lUnk  &  file,  3Begt  216 

4  124  6  139 

10  219  11  220 

7  140  9  101 

2  289  5  196 

1817 

946  872        '. 


Reckoning  each  company  at  only  84  Hen,  Which  is  tbe  leest 
Dnmber  that  should  be  redkoned  at  the  opening  of  the  Oamjpaign, 
there  wants  to  Complete  the  ten  Regt*  1243  Bank  &  file— but  to 
support  the  Regiments  dnripg  the  Campaign,  the  Companies  sbonld 
at  least  be  40  Uep  each  to  complete  tbe  Regiments  to  the  nomber 
there  is  wanting  1968  Men^  which  number  would  bring  the  tea 
Begimenttf  to  8780. 

The  Quota  of  Pennsylvania  for  this  year  was  4866 

antppomng  they  had  in  their  &eg<«  8780 

there  would  still  be  left  1076 

whieh  is  abont  the  number  they  have  in  the  Beg»  at  Fert  Pitt,  in 
tbe  nrtiUery  and  dispened  in  difiereei  Corps. 

It  must  also  be  obaervied  that  the  state  of  Pennsylvanle,  has  this 
advantage  of  the  others^  that  they  have  to  great  a  number  of  Stran- 
gen  in  their  Service. 
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Bbsolutions  ov  Oongrbss,  1780. 

In  Congresa,  Hay  26thy  1780. 

.  Whereas,  it  is  represented  that  large  arrears  are  dae  to  the  Inhabi- 
taots  of  sandrj  of  these  States  for  provisioDSi  forage  &  other  artioles 
furnished  hj  them  to  the  departments  of  the  Commissarj  General  of 
pnrohases  and  quarter  master  Genl.,  for  the  public  service,  and  for 
which  they  have  received  notes  or  certificates,  signed  by  persoiu 
appointed  to  pnrehase  the  said  artieles,  the  payment  whereof  hath 
been  delayed,  to  the  prejudice  of  many  of  the  holders,  and  for  which 
money  cannot,  in  the  present  oiroumstanoes,  be  issued  from  the  * 
Treasury;  therefore, 

BesoWed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
respective  States  wherein  such  notes  or  certificates  have  been  here* 
tofore  given  and  remain  unpaid,  to  empower  the  ooUectors  of  conti- 
nental taxes  due  to  the  first  of  March  last^  to  receive  in  payment 
thereof  such  notes  or  certificates  from  the  nersons  in  whose  names 
they  have  been  given,  on  the  following  conaitions, 

That  the  persons  paying  in  the  said  notes  or  certificates  indorse  the 
same  to  the  collectors  who  may  receive  them,  and  also  take  an  oath 
or  affirmation  before  a  magistrate  that  they  have  been  obtuned  for 
the  value  of  the  articles  therein  expressed,  delivered  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  which  no  payment  hath  been  made ;  which 
oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  endorsed  on  each  note  or  certificate. 

That  in  cases  where  the  notes  or  certificates  held  by  any  person 
shall  exceed  the  amount  of  the  taxes  due  from  such  person  at  the 
time  they  are  paid  in,  the  surplus  be  credited  by  the  State  to  such 
person  and  allowed  in  future  taxes  under  such  checks  &  securities 
as  the  respective  legislatures  may  think  best  suited  to  their  different 
modes  of  collection,  and  that  such  surplus  bear  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent,  till  thus  discounted. 

Resolved,  that  the  said  notes  or  certificates  so  endorsed  and 
received  by  the  collectors'  as  aforesaid,  being  by  the  Treasurer  of 
such  State,  delivered  to  the  principals  of  the  respective  departments 
from  whom  payment  is  due,  or  their  agents  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia; and  the  receipts  of  the  said  principals  or  agents  making  the 
principals  accountable  for  the  amount  of  the  notes  or  oerti&ates 

Giid  in  as  aforesaid,  .being  lodged  with  the  board  of  Treasury  of  the 
nited  States,  the  respective  States  shall  thereupon  have  credit  for 
the  lame  on  their  qnotas  of  taxes  due  to  the  first  of  March  last ;  and 
if  the  amount  shall  in  any  ease  exceed  the  said  quotas,  the  balances 
;  shall  be  paid  to  the  respective  States  to  whom  they  may  be  due. 

Provided,  That  nothing  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolution 
shall  be  oonstrued  to  exonerate  any  State  from  the  payment  of  otden 
already  drawn,  or  to  affect  the  requisition  of  Congress  of  the  19th 
day  of  the  present  mopth. 
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May  27Ui,  1780, 

Gongrem  took  into  ooDttderation  the  report  of  the  committee 
tppointed  to  confer  with  the  hon'hle,  the  Minister  of  France  and  ' 
therenpon. 

Resolyed,  That  the  hoard  of  Admiralty  he  directed  to  fit  for  sea, 
with  the  utmost  ezpeditioD,  the  several  ships  of  war  and  frigates 
now  in  port. 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  respectiye  States  within 
whofe  ports  any  of  the  said  ships  or  frigates  may  be  to  afford  CTcry 
assistance  to  the  board  of  Admiralty  on  their  application  for  artifi- 
cers^ labourers  &  materials  for  preparing  the  same  for  sea  and  for 
compleating  their  complement  of  men. 

Besolved,  That  Congress  will  defray  every  necessary  ezpenoe 
which  any  State  shall  incur  in  consequence  of  the  above  resolntion. 

And  for  the  prompting  of  harmony  and  forwarding  the  common 
views  of  France  and  America,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Legislatures  of  these  United  States  to  pass  laws  for  the  punish- 
ment of  such  persons  as  shall  encourage  desertions  from  the  fleets  or 
arauea  of  any  foreign  power  who  shall  proaeoute  the  war  in  America, 
in  conjunction  with  these  United  States,  and  for  reooverin^  such . 
deserters  as  shall  endeavour  to  conceal  themselves  among  the  mhabi- 
tantB. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
Indorudf 

.Read  in  Coonoil,  May  30,  1780,  and  ordered  that  the  same  be 
laid  before  the  Hon'ble  House  of  Genl.  Assembly.  T.  Matl|bok| 
Sec' J.     Read  in  Assembly,  May  80th,  1780. 


Lx.  Jacob  Morgan  to  Pbes»  Reed,  1780» 

Reading,  27  May,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  Excellency's  Instruetiwia  of  April  last  for  anang- 
ing  the  Militia  of  Berks  County;  and  also  yonrs  ^  the  tenth 
Instant,*  &r  the  delivering  Arms  aad^Anunnnition  to  GolL  Lind^- 
mntb. 

We  used  the  utmost  of  our  endeavours  to  get  the  Militia  properly 
arranged ;  but  very  few  Elected  their  Officers  at  the  tune  appointed 
by  Advertisement.    We  indulged  them  with  a  second  Election,  but 

*  See  page  288. 
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to  little  pnrpoae,  whieh  htm  delayed  the  sending  in  the  indosed 
Betnrn  until  now. 

We  are  yet  in  doubt  whether  all  the  <^een  appointed  by  tbe 
Lientenante  in  said  Return  will  serye,  as  they  baye  not  all  been  con- 
sulted with,  therefore, . 

If  Blank  Commissions  oould  be  obtained  it  would  be  attended 
with  much  less  trouble  and  expenoe  than  sending  down  another 
Betum  of  them  that  should  be  re-elected  or  appointed  in  the  plso^ 
of  those  that  should  refuse  to  serve,  or  resi^  hereafter. 

If  Council  would  be  pleased  to  Commission  David  Horgan  or 
some  other  proper  person  for  a  Sub-Lieutenant  in  tbe  third  Battalion, 
which  would  be  one  for  each  Battalion,  the  Business  would  be  cs^ 
tied  on  with  more  regularity. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  Hum.  and  most  obedt.  serv't, 

y  JACOB  MORGAN, 

Lt  B.  G. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  tlie  Sapnnie 
Executive  Conncil|  Philadelphia. 


FftANCiB  Wadb  to  Pebbidbnt  Rbbd,  1780. 

Wilmington;  28th  May,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  induced  from  the  present  alarming  situation  of  our  Bay  & 
River  trade,  to  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  the  following 
information,  received  last  evening,  which  may  be  depended  on,  from 
a  certain  David  Slaughter,  who  arrived  at  this  place  from  Dock  C^ 
&  declares  that  he,  with  six  others,  were  taken  last  Thursday  morn- 
ing, by  fourteen  men  in  a  large  whale  boat,  Commanded  by  one 
Taylor,  supposed  to  be  Taylor  formerly  of  Marcus  Hook,  in  the 
following  manner. 

The  evening  before  the  boat  took  a  Schooner  loaded  with  Indian 
Com,  from  Lewis  Town,  and  left  her  at  Anchor,  as  the  Wind  nor 
Tide  did  not  answer,  with  one  man  on  board,  who  bad  belonged  to 
b^,  when  he  took  the  Opportunity  of  Cotttng  the  Cable  and  mnniDg 
her  on  Shorci  and  in  the  morning  Slaughter,  with  others,  assisted 
in  getting  into  the  Greek,  A  went  to  drag  for  tbe  Anchor,  whieh 
they  had  not  been  long  about,  when  the  W  hale  boat  appesred  svr- 
rounded  &  took  them  all,  &  soon  after  a  Small  Shall<^  loaded  with 
Oats  &  Com,  and  a  new  Schooner  from  Senepuxin  Inlet,  loaded  with 
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SUvei,  porky  fiir,  tallow,  ke.,  tbej  were  ashore  for  a  Considerable 
time,  mftde  fire  &  Cook'd  breakfast  in  the  Presence  of  near  twenty 
men,  at  the  other  side  of  the  Creek,  that  were  fishing,  and  went  off. 
witbont  Intermption,  with  their  Prises,  thej  said  what  they  had 
DOW  taken  woold  do  for  the  present;  this  man  says  there  was  a  Insty 
fresh  Colonr'd  man  on  board  the  Schooner  from  Lewis  Town,  of  the 
name  of  Fisher,  I  fear  from  his  description  its  one  of  oar  best  friends, 
Major  Henry  Fisher,  of  that  plaoe ;  they  seemed  to  langh  at  onr 
Armed  Schooner  &  boats,  &  did  not  let  on  to  be  under  the  leait 
Aprehension  of  danger  from  them ;  if  some  Spirited  -Measures  are 
not  speedily  fallen  on  to  put  a  stop  to  sneh  depredations,  onr  bay  ft 
riTer  trade  will  be  soon  totally  stoped  &  no  small  Craft  left  to  carry 
it  OB,  which  must  be  Injurions  not  only  to  the  Citissns,  bnt  the 
States,  as  a  Considerable  deal  of  the  Pablie  Stores  is  to  cone  from 
tlie  kmeat  part  of  this  St|te ;  the  only  plan,  in  my  Opinion,  to  oatek 
these  kind  of  gentry  is  by  decoying  them,  which  1  have  searoe  a 
donbt  ef  Sncoeeding,  if  secretly  managed,  for  no  Boats  that  we  have 
ean  oome  up  with  ^em ;  their  Boat  is  very  lengthy  and  light  ft 
TOWS  with  ten  Oars ;  they  gave  this  man  his  liberty,  and  took  othen 
with  them  to  condemn  the  Vessals ;  they  todc  a  Small  Schooner 
with  Clambs,  and  after  consulting  what  to  do  with  her,  agreed  to 
let  her  go,  as  ^ere  was  a  B»n  on  board  sick  and  not  fit  to  be  moved, 
wUeh  Diaaghter  brought  up  to  this  place.  Being  Informed  by  a 
Oenf  a  from  the  CHty  Yesterday  that  he,  with  others,  had  been 
Called  on  by  some  of  the  members  of  onr  house  of  Assembly,  who 
wisted  Information  respecting  the  late  laws  passed  in  this  State, 
respecting  the  taking  off  all  restraint  on  exports,  Ac  I  have  IneloMd 
one  of  the  Printed  laws  for  yours  ft  their  better  Information,  which 
I  hope  wXL  get  lo  hand  in  time  to  answer  the  Purposes  Intended. 
I  am,  with  RcBpeotfal  Begards, 

Your  Ezcellenoy's  Most  obt. 

and  Most  Humble  Seryt| 

FRAN'S.  WADE. 
Directed^ 

His  Bxoedency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  Goremor  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

FaVd  by  Mr.  McCulloh. 
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Resolutions  op  Gensral  Assemblt,  1780. 

State  of  PeoAsylvania. 
In  General  Assembly,  29th  May,  1780. 

Whereas  the  present  jost  and  necessary  War  was  entered  into  for 
the  attainment  of  the  inestimable  blessings  of  Liberty  and  seoure 
Enjoyment  of  property ;  the  benefits  whereof  will  extend  not  only 
to  the  present,  but  future  Generations ;  and  it  is  therefore  highlj 
reasonable  that  Posterity  should  bear  a  proportion  of  the  ezpensea, 
which  haTO  already  accumulated  upon  us  with  considerable  inoon- 
Tenienoe.  And  as  the  fluctuation  of  the  medium  of  Commerce  hai 
proved  one  of  the  greatest  sources  of  the  present  evik,  which  it  la  our 
duty  and  desire  to  remedy  as  soon  as  possiole. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Vice  President  in  GoukhI,  to- 
gether with  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  be  authoriied  to  proome 
upon  Loan,  from  such  persons  as  may  be  disposed  to  lend  the  sane, 
and  upon  the  most  advantageous  Terms,  a  Sum  not  exceeding  Two 
Hundred  thousand  pounds.  Sterling  in  Specie,  subject  to  the  foliowin^ 
conditions  and  limitations,  via.  That  the  annual  Interest  thereof  do 
not  exceed  Five  pounds  per  Centum ;  and  that  the  same  may  be 
repaid  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  Ten  years;  if  the  ctream- 
atances  and  situations  of  the  State  shall  require  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Faith  and  Honor  of  this  State  be  most  Bdemnly 
pledged  to  satisfy  any  agreement  to  be  made  by  the  authoritj 
aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  iSoreaaid;  and  also  for  the  honorable  and 
faithful  repayment  of  the  sums  so  lent^  with  the  Interest  as  aforesaid, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  Contract  or  agreement  so  to  be  made 
in  behalf  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  this  House,  at  their  next  Session,  will  provide  by 
Law  specific  Funds  for  the  immediate  payment  of  the  Interest  of  the 
money  so  bcwrowed  or  so  be  borrowed  or  contracted  for;  and  also  for 
the  repayment  of  the  principal  thereof,  as  the  Same  shall  hereafter 
become  due. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  also  provide  for,  and  honorably 
discharge,  the  expenoes,  which  may  accrue  in  carrying  the  above 
Resolutions  into  effect 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 
SAM.  STERETT,  Assistant  Clerk 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  &c.  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
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GiROTTLAR  OF    C0NGBSB8,  1780 

Philadelphia  Haj  29, 1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Ezoellency  will  receive  herewith  encloeed  two  Aets  of 
GoQgrefls  of  the  26th,  &  27th,  iDstanf^,  The  former  reoommending 
to  those  oi  the  States  where  Debts  are  due  to  their  Inhabitants  from 
the  Quartermaster  and  Oommissarjs  Department  by  Notes  or  Cer- 
tificates given  as  mentioned  in  the  Act ;  to  make  Provision  for 
diflcoanting  and  discharging  such  Debts  by  impowering  the  Gol- 
leetorB  to  receive  them  in  Payment  of  the  Taxes  doe  to  the  first  of 
March  last  in  the  Manner  prescribed  in  the  Act.  It  is  hoped  this 
mode  may  prove  beneficial  in  those  States  where  Considerable  Debts 
are  dae  under  the  Circumstances  before  mentioned,  and  in  those 
States  only  can  the  act  be  properly  applied. 

By  ihe  other  ael  of  the  27th,  yon  will  be  informed«of  the 
Measures  adopted  by  Congress  to  e<)aip  for  Sea  the  naval  Foroe  of 
the  United  States  with  the  utmost  jQxpeditioni  as  also  their  reoom- 
mendation  to  the  Several  States  for  promoting  Harmony  and  for- 
warding the  common  Views  of  France  and  America  as  expressed  iu 
the  resolution  enclosed  which  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  will  meet  with 
due  Qonsideration  and  Attention  from  the  Several  States  and  receive 
the  neeessary  Aid  of  the  Legislatures  to  earry  the  same  into  Exeoi^ 
tioA  ss  speedily  as  the.  nature  of  the  Case  will  admit. 
I  have  the  h«inor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect 

-your  Excelly's  hbble  servant, 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 

Hn  Bxeelly,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Fres.  Beed  to  Commrs.  of  Purchases,  1780. 

In  Council,  P».  May  30th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Sinoe  you  went  from  hence  an  unexpected  Event  has  made  il 
neeessary  to  revoke  the  last  Instructions  given  you  with  respeoi  to 
the  Prices  of  the  Articles  &  also  with  Respect  to  the  Rates  at  which 
the  Money  is  to  be  issued.  We  have  now  full  Confidence  that  this 
Money  will  pass  as  Gold  &  Silver  and  therefore  direct  you  not  to 
ezeeed  upon  any  acoonnt  the  Gold  &  Silver  Price  ft  keeping  nearly 
as  yon  well  can  to  the  Prices  fixed  by  us  in  our  fint  Instnictions, 
*  See  page  £72,  278. 
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Ton  will  soon  find  Persons  purehosing  Articles  in  the  Qoarter  Mas- 
ters Department  vitli  this  Money-^w^  wJBb  yoa  to  wait  the  Effect 
of  these  Purchases  &  observe  the  Temper  of  the  People  with  Bospect 
to  this  Honey  when  we  flatter  oorselves  you  will  soon  find  all  your 
apprehended  Difficulties  cease.  I  am  also  to  inform  you  that  the 
Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  fixing  the  Money  at  40  for 
one  have  not  been  carried  into  a  Law  but  are  rescinded.  And  as 
we  have  now  no  Occasion  to  press  the  Money^  we  would  have  you 
tender  it  without  expressing  any  Anxiety  or  Earnestness  tberenpon. 

I  am  Sir, 
Your  Obed. 

HbblftSer^, 


Major  BoBBai  CLueoAaB  so  Co£«  Johk  Pipsb^  1780. 

Huntmgdon,  May  the  30«%  1780. 

8-, 

I  make  free  to  Write  you  Goneeming  the  difKoolty  of  the  l^me* 
in  those  parts  at  Pieseat  which  ought  to  be  the  Conceam  of  Every 
good  man.  A  party  of  men  from  Cumberland  and  from  thoM  parts 
was  Marched  out  to  Wayky  the  Gaps  of  the^  aligenia  Hoafitsin 
Before  we  arived  from  your  Ibowe  wben  tbey  went  to  the  new  gap 
above  Frankstown  the  Found  that  a  small  party  of  the  Enemy  had 
Betumed  that  Rout  sume  days  Before  the  got  there  and  had  Taken 
with  them  a  number  of  horses,  yet  still  we  supposed  a  part  oi  the 
Enemy  to  be  left  behind  which  we  have  found  to  be  true  by  the 
Discovery  of  William  Phelaps.  Last  Friday  where  he  had  a  Noble 
Ghuice  of  ^00  indians  Near  the  Threespring's  at  Aughweek  had  it 
not  been  for  one  of  his  Children  that  was  with  him  which  he  was 
Doubtfull  w*  have  Falen  into  there  hands  if  he  had  a  fired  on  thenij 
he  Emadiatly  Alarmed  the  Neighbours  the  Baiaed  a  party  aad  pur- 
sued them  for  sume  Miles  Came  to  their  Fire  where  the  had  Boasted 
a  turkey  and  was  just  gon  the  indeans  seamed  to  bed  towards  Preg- 
mot's  mil  when  the  party  Lost  thire  Tracks  a  Discovery  has  be  made 
lately  at  Capt*  Simontons,  from  those  Discoverys  we  may  draw  this 
GonclutioQ  those  are  spys  a  makeing  a  proper  Disoovery  of  the  Con- 
tery  aad  when  Beiaforeed  I  am  doubtfull  will  Make  a  Heavy  stroak 
if  not  timely  prevented  Oomberland  County  have  showed  a  deal  of 
spirit  on  This  Last  Ocation  to  do  Every  thine  in  their  power  tbey 
ar  willing  to  keep  out  a  scout  Constant  and  Bun  there  Chance  for 
pay  if  the  could  be  found  in  provitions  Squ**  Brown  proposas  to  find 
Flower  Salt  and  Whiskey  there  is  Nothing  but  Meet  a  Wanting^the 
People  of  this  place  ar  wofih  Puwatisfyod  about  the  Stoars  Being 
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Moved  the  pnrtest  against  Leting  them  go,  wbat  the  Conaequeiico 
will  be  T  Canottell  as  the  party  ia  not  a8>  yet  ariTed.  M'  Oil  Breath 
and  his  party  have  Extraordinary  hard  Duty  on  aoonnt  of  Oaardins 
thir  Provitiona  anch  a  Bistanoe  and  haveing  only  4  pack  horaea  I 
think  that  by  applying  to  M'  Smith,  the  might  lie  some  hoi^Ms  pro- 
cnred,  same  Baggs  is  Likewise  much  a  wapting^  if  the  cannot  ho- 
procaied  in  that  Line.  I  think  you  w*  be  Safe  m  giving  orders  to 
Lire  same  for  one  trip  or  twoo.  I  am  informed  that  there  are  some 
Beef  Catle  at  Bedfoni  I  think  twoo  or  three  Droye  Down  by  thia 
Guard  that  ia  going  up  w'  Save  a  srait  deal  of  Trouble^  I  hope  that^ 
pt  in  Sinking  Valley  m^y  be  De^nded  as  it  is  of  Essential  service, 
in  caae  men  should  wayley  the  Oaps  of  the  aligenia  as  it  is  hand^ 
for  the  men  to  Beceiye  sume  assistance  from  I  hope  you  will  not  Fail 
in  doeing  Every  thing  in  your  power  as  the  times  is  Despert  I  think 
it  will  be  Jastifiable  Before  god  and  man  to  Take  dispart  measuresy 
I  think  it  w^  not  be  a  mis  to  send  down  sume  money  to  sume  Care* 
full  perron  to  be  laid  out  for  meet  or  flower  in  Case  of  Needeasietv 
pray  spare  no  paina  in  hav^iog  an  Express  sent  to  Philadelphia  with 
a  foil  a<^  of  the  Siite  o|  this  Connty.  I  have  Directed  dxteen  men 
of  a  gqaid  for  Hnnti wk>n  which  is  to  do  proper  Duty  as  inlisted 
troops  and  in  Case  of  Misbehayeing  to  be  punished  as  the  same  I 
hope  the  will  have  your  approbation,  any  orders  you  send,  send  it 
in  Writeing  and  l[eep  a  Copy  of  the  same.  Every  thing  that  ia  b^ 
mj  power  to  assist  yon  ia  at  this  Cntical  time  is  at  yow  aervice. 
I  Remain  your  Friend  and  well  wisher, 

ROBT.  CLUGAGB. 

N.  B.  I  Dire^  out  Gapt"«  Johnsons  and  Clugages  pay  Bolls  for 
there  iimfe  of  Sefvice  and  was  obliged  to  mentions  Sumes  to  Satisfy 
them  as  the  intend  to  have  them  Judsed  at  the  Next  Coart.  I 
Took  Beep'  ob  the  &ck  9i  AaiB  pay  RoUs  for  the  Money  Payed. 

B.  C  * 

Directed^ 

On  PubUe  BusineM,  To  Oela*  Jokn  Pip^>  I4n*  B.  C. 
VEspMss. 

*  Eeo*d  in  letter  of  Col.  Piper  of  June  8. 
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Pbbb.  Bbbd  to  Asbbmblt,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  yery  interestiDg  &  important  Intelligence  contaiDed  in  tbe 
inclosed  Papers  added  to  the  critical  situatioa  of  the  Honl.  Home 
which  would  otherwise  have  finished  its  Session  immediately,  iDdaee 
me  to  lay  them  before  yon  without  Delay,  not  having  oommanieated 
them  yet  to  the  Council.     You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  direct  you 
Clerk  to  return  them  to  me  as  soon  as  the  House  shall  be  suffidentlj 
possessed  of  the  Contents  I  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  the  House  bow 
far  it  will  be  proper  they  should  be  read  with  open  Doors,  ft  woold 
beg  Leave  to  express  my  Wish  that  they  might  on  the  first  readiDg 
be  communicated  to  the  Members  only,  after  which  the  House  wiU 
exercise  its  own  Judgement  on  the  Occasion. 
I  am  Sir, 
with  great  Beepeei  ft  Regard, 
Your  mo§t  Obed.  ft  very  Hbble.  Ser?i 
JOS.  BEED^  President 
Market  Street,  May  81^  1780. 
IHreetedf 
The  Hon  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assy. 


Albx.  McClean  to  Thomas  Scott,  1780. 

Sadatone,  May  31jt,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

Mr.  Adams  was  with  me  the  other  day  who  seems  gready  eoD- 
oemed  about  the  progress  of  the  new  state,  he  informs  me  thatt 
number  of  the  persons  oyer  the  Rirer  who  had  aigned  the  PetitioBfl 
in  your  hands  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  vote  for  a  new  State  and 
he  informs  me  that  there  is  to  be  a  meeting  at  Collo.  Cooks  the  25tJi 
if  I  miatake  not  of  June  in  order  to  take  the  Sense  of  the  people 
largely.  Woe  unto  the  Virginia  lawers  for  they  have  (I  believe) 
taken  away  the  key  of  Knowledge  and  are  never  like  to  reton 
again  themselves.  They  have  so  blinded  the  Western  world  that 
they  will  not  see,  they  are  beoome  so  obstinate  that  noihisg 
less  than  a  new  State  can  oome  under  consideration.  I  hope  thej 
will  at  last  consider  it  properly.  Mr.  Adams  was  to  have  mvM 
largely  but  this  opportunity  could  not  be  made  to  suit  ua  both. 

Mr.  Power  was  here  two  days  ago  at  which  time  your  Ftmilj 
were  in  usual  health  as  far  as  he  knew,  we  have  had  a  very  ^ 
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Kason  flo  hr,  thewomui  haye  been  destnictiTe  to  flax  fto,  bat  I  think 
thiflmorDiog  will  find  then  other  employ  Vis.  swimming. 
God  Bless  joQ;  &rewell, 

ALEXANDER  MoCLEAN. 

DtreUedf 

To  Thomas  Scott  Esqr.  Member  of  the  ComiL  at  Philada. 
To  be  forwarded  bj  Arohd.  MoClean  Esq.;  to  Hr.  Jno.  Smith  of 
York  Town. 


CoiOOTTSX  01  COKQEESS  TO  P&I6.  BbSD,  1780. 

Wednesday,  Hay  81, 1  o'olook  P.  H. 
Sir, 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  yoor  Ezoellenoy  that  Congress  have 
appointed  a  Gom-mittee  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Sapreme 
exeoutiTQ  CooneiL  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  on  a  letter 
just  Teoeived  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  these 
United  States  respecting  Becrnits  &  Supplies.  The  Committee  of 
Gongrefls  are  ready  to  confer  at  snch  time  &  place  as  the  Committee 
of  tlie  Council  and  Assembly  shall  appoint 
We  are  with  the  greatest  Respect. 
Yonr  Excellency, 

most  obed.  hnmbl  Servants, 

OLIV.  ELLSWORTH, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 
JAS.  DDANE.* 

Dtrecied, 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XXL,  p.  870. 
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Wu.  MoMuLLfiN,  AovBT)  TO  OoxmciLy  1780. 

To  his  Exoelleney  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'',  and  the  Sapream  SxecatiTe 
Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  searohing  Beoords  it  is  found  that  Thomas  Gordon^bytiid 
Will  of  his  Father,  is  entitled  to  i  part  of  140  Acres  of  Lud  in 
X>xford  township,  adjoining  Land  of  Lyndford  Lardner,  Bee*,  on 
the  South  West,  John  Wood  on  the  North  West,  William  McHuw 
trie  &  Br jan  Wilkinson  on  the  North  East,  &  the  Biver  Delaware  on 
the  East. 

The  above  Thomas  Gordon  4wi«d4he  Enemy  in  Philadelphia,!; 
entered  on  Board  the  Boe-Buok,  in  which  ship  he  sailed  from  heott, 
ft  hath  not  returned. 

There  is  an  inf<mnatioii  lodged  of  a  Traet  of  Ijaad  In  Bloddej 
Township,  svid  to  be  the  Property  of  Marsh,  containing  about 

100  Acres,  bounded  South  by  Land  of  Jenkins  &  Sandham,  Eut 
by  Mitchell's  Land,  North  West  by  Isaac  Warner,  and  South  Weit 
by  J.  Supplee,  Isaac  Kite  &  J.  Blankney. 

It  also  appears  that  a  number  of  People  are  Cutting  &  destrojiof 
the  Timber  from  off  this  place. 

I  request  to  know  how  to  proceed  in  tliese  Cases, 
&  am  Your  Excellency's 

&  Honor's  Humble  Servant, 

WILLM.  MoMULLIN,  Ag«. 

Phikd%  June  1st,  1780. 

IXreciedf 

To  His  Sxcelleooy  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  &  The  Supream  ExeentiTe 
Council. 


GoL.  A.  LoGHRET  TO  Prbs.  Bbed,  1780. 

Twelve  Mile  Bun,  (West  of  Ligonier,)  June  Ist,  1780. 
May  it  please  your  l^oellenqy, 

In  duty  to  my  Country  I  find  it  absolutely  necessaiy  to  hire  • 
Gentlenum  in  this  County  at  a  very  high  Expence  to  lay  the  dis- 
tressed situation  of  this  County  before  your  Excellency  and  tli« 
Hon'ble  Council.— Since  Mr.  Sloan,  our  representative^  left  this 
County,  we  have  had  three  parties  of  the  Savages  among^  us— thej 
have  killed  and  taken  five  persons  two  miles  from  Ligonier,  m 
burned  a  Mill  belonging  to  one  Laughlin. — They  killed  two  men 
and  wounded  one  near  Brushey  Bun. — They  likewise  killed  two 
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men  <m  Bnddoek^  Bbad  Bear  Bnuh  Oreek^-^TMr  atnkiBg  119 
•gtin  ID  M  nHay  diffiBveiii  parts  of  fhe  Oonnty  m  sgiio  drove  the 
gmitert  |Mrt  of  the  Comity  on  the  north  oi  Yohogeny  Biter  inte 

Gol*  Brodhead  ealled  on  me  to  Fort  Pitt  to  eonler  on  meagmee 
for  the  protection  of  ihe  f^nfeten.  I  am  aonry  to  inform  yoor 
£x«Ueiicy  that  he  ia  able  to  ^ye  yery  little  aenatanoe  to  onr  aettle- 
meats  horn  the  Gonftiaental  troope,  akho'  I  am  oertain  he  will  do 
every  thing  in  hia  power.  He  requested  me  to  edl  out  sixty  Bank 
tod  file  of  the  militia  of  this  County  to  eoyer  our  Fronti^s  and 
stadon  them  at  posts  we  then  agreed  on.  I  oonsnlted  the  prineipal 
officers  of  this  County  on  this  snlject — it  was  generally  thought 
that  men  for  that  .purpose  oould  not  be  got  by  DnmghtiDg  Militiai 
u  nmging  Companies  require  young  aetive  Men.  We  fell  on  this 
method  of  raising  that  Complement  of  men  .for  six  months.  The 
Coooiy  in  general  have  subscribed  very  liberal  to  miJce  their  pay 
ooosiderable,  and  I  am  happy  in  informing  your  Exoelleney  that  I 
ha?e  got  forty  of  the  men  out  to  their  stations^  ^agreed  to  with  Col* 
Brodhead,)  and  expect  in  a  short  time  to  have  tne  remainder. 

I  am  likewise  under  the  necessity  of  applying  for  five  or  six  hun- 
dred Weight  of  Powder,  or  what  your  EbcoeUeney  may  judge  neees- 
Bary,  and  the  same  quantity  of  Lead,  as  I  have  near  four  hundred 
Weight  of  the  last  artiola  in  store,  and  a  quantity  of  Flints  will 
likewise  be  wanted. 

Yoor  Ezoellenqy  may  perhaps  think  there  is  too  large  a  quantity 
of  Ammimition  expended  in  this  County,  but  as  there  is  scarce  any 
sueb  thing  to  be  purchased  here,  and  every  man  on  the  Frontiers 
obl^  to  carry  their  Arms  even  at  the  plough,  and  being  still 
obli^  to  keep  their  Arms  in  the  best  order ;  it  consumes  a  lar^e 
quantity  of  ammunition.     Besides  I  have  furnished  the  militia 
<aJIed  into  actual  Service  with  our  State's  ammunition,  which  the 
Continent  is^eharged  mth.     I  reoeived  200  lbs.  Powder,  and  a  pro- 
portion of  Lead  from  Col*  Hays  of  the  ammunition  he  brought  for 
the  Dae  of  this  County,  whidi  I  had  to  pass  my  receipt  for.    Since 
the  hostilities  commenced  this  Spriug  I  sent  for  more,  and  I  am 
Mrry  to  inform  your  Excdiency  that  I  reoeived  but  nx  pounds,  and 
was  informed  by  him  that  a  large  quantity  of  it  was  damaged  in  the 
carriage  over  the  mountains,  so  that  at  this  time  I  think  we  hsve  not 
20  lbs.  of  good  powder  in  the  County  of  public  property. 

I  leoeived  n  packet  with  proelamationa  offering  n  lai^ps  premium 
for  Indian  Prisoners,  Scalps,  or  Tories  in  arms  with  tl^m ;  I  hope 
the  reward  offered  will  imswer  a  good  End,  as  a  number  of  people 
nem  determined  to  exert  themselves  timi  way,  for  which  leatfsn  the 
uamunition  now  applied  for  will  he' the  more  wanted. 

I  am  determined  to  spend  two  months  this  lall  in  the  Snenaei' 
Country  with  your  Excellency's  approbation,  for  which  I  will  be 
very  thankful.  What  volunteers  I  raise  for  that  purpose  will  be  of 
no  ezpence  to  the  state  fiurther  than  what  ammunition  is  expended. 
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I  bate  been  nnder  the  neoeanty  of  lenumng  Hhe  Pnblie  Beooidf 
of  the  Oonnty  from  Hannastown  to  my  own  pUntatioB  on  the  imtn 
siile  finn — ^not  withoat  consulUng  the  Judge  of  the  Gout,  who  was 
of  opinion  it  would  be  no  prejadice  to  the  Inhabitants.  My  prind^ 
pal  reason  for  moving  them  was,  I  did  not  think  them  safs  ss  the 
plaoe  b  but  weak,  and  is  now  a  real  Frontier. 

I  am  informed  that  some  dengaing  and  self-interested  penoni 
about  Hannastown  have  formed  a  petition  agunst  me  to  your  Bxoel- 
lency  and  the  Honorable  Council,  and  have  carried  it  about  iai 
clandestine  and  private  manner.  If  any  such  petition  should  eeuM 
before  Council  I  most  humbly  request  that  a  Copy  may  be  tniu- 
mitted  to  me,  as  I  apprehend  there  is  names  signed  to  it  that  nefer 
^aw  ity  or  at  least  did  not  know  what  they  signed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servaat, 

A.  LOCHRBY,  C.  L* 

J)irectedf 
To  His  Excellency  The  President  in  Council. 


Col.  John  Pboctor  to  Pbbs.  Bbed,  1780. 

Westmoreland^  June  Ist^  1780. 

Sir, 

I  received  your  Excellency's  &vor  Dated  April  ye  29tfa,f  it  gintes 
me  greate  eonoearin  to  hear  that  the  money  neoery  to  rais  the  cod- 
panics  could  not  be  collected  &  That  the  countyes  of  Lanculor 
York  &  Cumberland  are  so  Delinquent^  the  being  the  three  coontji 
in  the  greatest  sa&l^  of  aney  in  this  State,  I  am  well  ashured  of 
your  anciety  to  relivue  the  frontears.  I  havue  the  Hiest  o|^ob 
of  your  B»)dencys'  Proclamation  if  small  Partyes  would  turin  ent, 
I  am  in  hopes  there  will  sum  be  in  redynes  in  fhe  Dayes  for  Uiat 
Purpose,  the  Enemy  has  made  several  strokes  latly  on  oar  frontien 
and  has  kild  sevond  Persons  k  Captavoted  seveiai  men  wimen  A 
children,  we  are  in  a  deplorable  situation,  we  havue  not  six  nmwb 
of  Powdor  a  man  in  this  part  of  the  oountiy,  the  Peopie  in  tb« 
fronteers  are  determined  to  stand  as  long  as  Possable,  stiii  Sxpectiof 
that  every  thing  Possible  will  be  Don  for  tbem. 

*  See  answer  June  12. 
t  8^  PNS«  1^1* 
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I  hayue  the  Pleashor  to  inform  you  that  we  havue  had  parflct 
Quietnes  from  Virgioia,  the  have  hud  several  new  Plans  for  new 
Despots  but  the  People  being  so  oftin  Desaved  by  them  will  not  fall 
in  with  them,  and  the  seem  know  at  their  wits  end  I  have  maid  several 
sew  frends  to  Pennsylvania,  by  teling  the  People  in  the  Desputed 
Part  that  the  Comidionors  only  wanted  to  fiU  there  own  Pockets 
with  money  whitch  is  tackin  from  the  Poor  nnjnstly,  and  that  Penn- 
sylyania  wDl  not  pay  aney  regard  to  aney  thing  Don  by  them. 
I  am^  Sir, 

Your  Ezeleney's 

Most  obedant  Hnmble  Servant, 

JOHN  PKOCTOR. 
Direetedj 
On  Pablick  Service. 
To  His  Excelanoy,  Joseph  Reed,  President,  Philadelphia. 

Indonedj 

Westmorehind,  Jnne  1st,  1780,  from  GoL  Proctor,  of  Westmore- 
land. 


Bbsoltjtion  of  Conoress,  1780. 

In  Congress,  Jane  1st,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  Supplies  which  any  of  the  States  shall,  upon 
requisition  for  that  purpose,  furnish  of  articles  not  required  from 
them  by  the  resolution  of  the  25th  day  of  Feb'y  last,  or  to  a  greater 
amount  than  is  required  by  the  said  resolution,  shall  be  credited  to 
them  in  a  future  requisition  of  specific  supplies  from  the  several 
States,  or  in  lieu  of  the  like  value  of  other  articles  which  such 
States  are  already  called  on  to  furnish,  or,  at  the  election  of  the 
State,  shall  be  paid  for  with  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  as  fast  as 
money  can  be  procured  for  that  purpose. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.* 

*  See  Col.  Rcc.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  878. 
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Sauttel  Rea  to  Pres.  Rbed^  1780. 

Mountbethel;  Jane  let,  1780. 
Hay  it  please  yoar  Ezoellency, 

Herewith  I  send  to  your  Excellency  a  list  of  the  Officers  Chosen 
ip  the  several  Batalions  of  Millitia  of  this  Cosnty,  including  the 
Lieut.  Colonels,  Majors,  Captains,  and  Lieut.  Ensigns,  having  an 
Expected  safe  Opportunity  by  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  Orndt.  Ton  may 
please  to  observe  that  I  have  been  Obliged  with  the  concurence  of  the 
Sub-Lieutenants  to  nominate  three  Officers  in  the  second  Battallion, 
the  Inhabitants  having  neglected  to  Choose  any  in  that  quarter. 
Those  we  have  nominated  from  the  best  information  we  could  obtain 
are  well  aflfected. 

Since  my  last  of  the  20th  ult,*  I  have  received  an  answer  from 
L*.  Colonel  Kern,  by  which  return  I  find  he  hath  at  and  near  Fort 
Allen  112  Men  Stationed,  and  having  lately  received  information 
that  a  party  of  Indians  has  been  seen  skulking  up  Delaware,  and 
knowing  those  parts  to  be  unguarded.  Notwithstanding,  I  have 
used  my  best  endeavors  to  have  sent  relief  to  the  Townships  of 
Smithfield  &  Delaware,  I  have  by  express  ordered  one  half  of  Colo- 
nel Kern's  men  to  March  to  those  parts' &  to  be  under  the  direction 
of  Lieut.  Chambers,  untill  farther  Orders,  which  I  hope  your  Excel* 
lency  and  Council  may  approve.  Since  the  Clerk  was  sent  for  to 
transcribe  the  return  of  the  Officers,  I  amu  nhappily  seized  with  the 
Pleuresy  and  acute  pains  of  that  dangerous  malady  &  continual 
Fever  &  Pain  in  my  Head,  I  shall  be  under  the  disagreeable 
necessity  to  omit  giving  your  Excellency  as  full  and  minute 
relation  of  affairs  I  could  have  wished  at  this  Time,  tho*  at  the 
same  time  that  I  harbour  a  very  good  opinion  of  the  Officers 
lately  chosen  of  every  rank  in  general,  and  hope  they  answer  the 
Purpose  of  their  several  Stations. 

I  am  your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

SAMUEL  REA,  Col. 

P.  8.  As  a  proper  person  will  be  wanted  as  Paymaster  of  the 
Millitia  for  this  County,  I  do  recommend  to  Council  Mr.  John 
Hays  of  Allenatown,  &  John  MoTerren,  of  Mountbethel,  as 
suitable  persons. 

Directedj 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed»  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
^  Favor  of  the  Hon.  John  Orndt,  Esq'. 

*  See  p.  269. 
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GfiORGB  Mason  to  Majok  Bbll^  1780. 

Nmghbour  Bell, 

I  have  mainreljr  considered  thy  reqaest,  and  hone  oo  offence  will 
be  taken  at  my  Refasal  to  saw  the  Timber  to  Rebuild  thy  Housei 
when  I  have  given  the  following  reasons  : 

Firet.    Because  it  will  interfere  with  my  other  business.  ^ 

Seoondly.  Because  that  House  hath  been  kept  like  a  ShambleSi 
to  sell  the  Property  of  Peaceable  People  at,  &  very  often  at  a  prioe 
inadequate  to  its  real  worth. 

Because  that  House  afforded  Entertainment  and  Proteetion  to  a 
8^  of  Men,  whose  Intentions,  (Manifested  by  their  Conduct)  was  !• 
JSorieh  ihemsehes  by  the  Oppression  of  Others. 

Because  they  who  afford  them  Entertainment,  ft  sell  them  Liquor 
are  paid  for  it  with  Money  unjustly  Oained,  which  I  should  nol 
wish  to  BeceiTC  for  Property  or  Work  of  Mine,  ft 

Beoause  it  is  Probable  that  House  when  Bebuilt,|will  be  Occupied 
as  formerly,  for  which  reasons  I  shall  Deeline  doing  any  thing  my- 
self or  Benting  this  Mill  for  that  purpose. 

Signed, 

GEORGE  MASON. 

A  True  Copy. 

JoM  let,  1780. 


Pbbs.  Bsbd  to  Gommissionbes  op  Supplies,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Philid^  June  1, 1780. 

Sir, 

The  Continental  Armv,  upon  which  our  Prospects  of  Safety  ft 
Liberty  so  much  depend,  have,  by  various  Dissppointments  b«en 
reduced  to  great  Distress  for  want  of  Provisions ;  ft  the  Assembly, 
being  duly  informed  of  all  Circumstances,  have  passed  the  inclosed 
Law  the  Execution  of  which  with  all  possible  Expedition  is,  in  our 
present  Circumstances,  a  Matter  of  the  most  indispensable  Necessity. 
We  have  therefore,  from  the  Confidence  we  repose  in  you  on  this 
occasion,  appointed  you  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  this  Purpose. 
It  18  net  expected  that  this  will  be  a  matter  of  any  Continuance,  but 
merely  as  a  present  supply  for  a  few  weeks.  As  our  Distress  on 
this  Occasion  is  too  well  known  to  make  it  necessary  to  use  Conceal- 
ment, we  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  Tro<^  have  been  for 
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Days  together  without  Meat,  that  the  Disoon tents  ariang  therefrom 
have  been  carried  to  an  alarming  Height,  &  that  there  has  been  no 
Time  nor  Oocaaion  when  the  Exertions  of  every  good  Man  &  sinoere 
Friend  to  his  Country  were  more  necessary,  or  would  redound  mora 
to  his  own  Credit.    Besides  the  Law,  you  will  receive  a  Parcel  of 
blank  Certificates  to  be  given  to  such  Persons  as  you  procure  Cat- 
tle or  Sheep  from — any  Person  bringing  you  the  Number  ment'd 
in  the       Sect,  of  the  Law  will  be   entitled  to  an  Order  on  us, 
which  we  shall  endeavour  punctually  to  answer.     As  the  Neoentj 
admits  of  no  temporizing  with  disaffected  or  neutral  Characters,  we 
also  hope  you  will  put  the  law  fully  in  force  against  them,  when  joa 
find  them  possessed  of  Cattle  or  Sheep,  &  refuse  to  part  with  them. 
In  all  which,  besides  the  support  you  will  derive  from  the  Law,  you 
may  rely  upon  our  Direction,  Advice  &  Aid  on  every  Occasion.  We 
flatter  ourselves,  that  in  less  than  6  Weeks  the  Duty  will  cease;  bat 
we  have  it  much  at  Heart  to  shew  the  Spirit  &  Zeal  of  this  State  on 
60  critical  an  Occasion.     Tour  services  will  be  honourably  compen- 
sated, as  well  as  necessary  Expenses  of  sub-Purchasers  &  DriTers, 
of  which  you  will  keep  as  regular  an  Account  as  may  be.    Id 
delivering  Certificates,  you  will  he  careful  to  keep  one  sett  of  Num- 
bers as  a  Cheek  &  enter  the  name  of  the  Person  &  the  Sum  in  a 
Book  of  every  Certificate  given. 

The  Cattle  and  Sheep,  when  procured,  are  to  be  driven  to  the 
Commissary  Gen.  of  Purchases  in  this  Place,  or  his  nearest  Depnty, 
from  whom  you  will  take  Receipts,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid 
future  Disputes.  Economy  &  Frugality  are  also  to  be  attended  to, 
&  as  it  has  been  observed  that  Advantage  has  been  taken  of  theee 
Exigencies,  so  as  to'occaslon  an  immediate  Accumulation.of  Iron,  we 
hope  the  Reproach  will  not  now  be  made,  but  that  Care  k  Prudence 
will  be  used  in  this  as  at  other  Parts  of  the  Duty.  The  Nature  of 
the*Business  &  Necessity  of  the  Case  will  not  admit  your  declining 
the  Service,  or  delaying  the  Execution  a  single  Day,  as  there  is  no 
other  Chance  of  preventing  the  Misfortunes  apprehended  but  an 
immediate  Supply  from  Pennsylvania. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obbed.  Hbble.  Sev. 
To ,  Esq.  CommisB.  for  procuring  supplies  for  the  Army. 


■  Col.  Tho's.  Edwards  to  Christopher  Kucher,  1780. 

Lebanon,  June  1st  1780. 
DearS', 

Capt.  Moore  has  resigned,  and  of  Cap^  Immels  District  I  cannot 
procure  a  return,  Immel  wont  Serve  and  Cap*  Wendle  Weaver  who 
was  appointed  in  his  room  likewise  declines  Serving,  this  prevents 
me  from  sending  you  a  return  of  the  Officers  of  the  Battalion  in  order 
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to  have  commissioDS  made  oat  for  them.  I  am  afraid  we  are  in  a 
fair  way  of  getting  in  confusion.  Cap*.  Weiser  attempted  to  collect 
FIdcs  for  Non  Attendance  of  Exercise  but  received  111  Treatment 
and  Blows  in  lieu  of  Money,  and  declares  that  he  will  not  attempt  to 
lift  the  Fines  unless  he  be  properly  Assisted,  which  I  hope  yon  will 
cause  to  be  done,  for  you  heard  my  short  harangue  to  the  People  on 
the  Fields,  and  my  assurance  of  having  the  Fines  regularly  Collected, 
now  should  this  not  be  done  I  cannot  possable  Serve,  and  shew  my 
Face  to  the  People  with  any  Credit.  You  are  well  Convinced  of  my 
readiness  to  serve  my  Country  to  the  best  in  my  power,  but  never- 
theless would  wish  to  do  it  in  such  a  manner  as  will  give  Honor  to 
myself;  and  such  who  were  pleased  to  appoint  me. 
I  remain  S'.  with  due  regard. 

Your  Hum>»  Serv* 
THO'S.  EDWARDS  Col. 

DirecUd, — ^The  Honorable  Christopher  Eucher,  Esq.,  Philadelphia 
fiivoied  ^  Mr.  Forsyth. 


Chbistophsb  Kucher  to  Pbbs.  Bebd,  1780. 

The  Trapp  on  my  Boad  home,  June  2d.  1780. 
Bono"*  Sir, 

I  this  moment  have  Received  the  Inclosed  Letter  from  Col.  Thomas 
Edwards  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  our  County.  I  Need  Not  say 
further  on  the  subject  than  what  the  Letter  will  Convey  which  I 
Think  (if  Right)  there  should  be  some  mode  fell  upon  by  Council  to 
set  apart  as  many  of  the  Militia  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  those 
men  appointed  to  Collect  fines  from  (Non  attendants)  as  would 
Effeetuidly  suport  the  Laws  and  at  same  time  convince  the  Refractory 
part  that  they  are  to  submit  to  those  Laws.  I  most  sincerely  Lament 
that  this  is  Uie  Case,  and  most  sincerely  Beg  pardon  if  any  thing 
herein  Contained  should  Convey  an  Idea  that  I  would  in  any  wise 
Dictate  to  your  Excellency. 

I  am  Hon'ble  Sir, 

your  most  ob'*.  Hum'l. 
CHRISTOPHER  KUCHER,  S.  L.  L.  C. 

P.  S.  Please  to  Oive  me  Your  answer  to  the  above  by  the  first 
Possible  opportunity. 

Publick  Service. 
Bitteiedj — ^To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  president  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  favored  by  Mr.  John 
Forsyth. 

♦  Col.  Bee  Vol.  XII.  p.  892. 
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Pbbs.  Rbm)  to  Col,  A.  Lochrt,  1780. 

Sir, 

Yoa  will  receive  herewith  £10,000,  for  the  supply  &  servioe  of 
your  Coanty.  It  is  in  the  first  Case  to  be  employed  in  recruiting  the 
Company  of  Rangers  agreeable  to  the  incloeed  InstructioDs,  aod 
should  there  be  any  particular  Exigence  you  must  use  it  with  Discre- 
tion &  Judgment  ever  remembering  that  Money  has  now  a  fixed 
Value  &  that  there  is  an  Attention  to  Expenditure  which  ^las  not 
been  observed  heretofore.  One  Commission  in  the  Rangers  Comptsj 
is  sent  up  blank  to  which  you  will  appoint  some  suitable  Person  u 
Ensign  of  the  Company,  x  ou  will  observe  by  the  Papers  whieh  we 
send  by  Mr.  Sloan  that  your  Affairs  &  Situation  have  engrossed 
much  of  our  Time.  We  request  you  to  lose  no  Time  in  getting  the 
Militia  in  Order  &  co-operate  with  your  Friends  in  this  Quarter. 
We  have  sent  you  a  Parcel  of  blank  Commissions  which  you  are  to 
fill  up  with  the  Names  of  the  Field  Officers  &  as  many  of  the  Cap- 
tains as  there  are  Commissions  for.  We  have  already  loaded  Mr. 
Sloan  so  as  that  we  could  not  send  any  more  Commissions  but  thej 
will  he  forwarded  as  soon  as  may  be.  Mr.  Amberson  the  Commis- 
sioner must  endeavour  to  subsist  the  Company  of  Rangers  &  draw 
upon  us.  We  hope  he  will  consult  you  ft  that  you  will  study  Eoon- 
omv  as  much  as  possible,  the  People  in  these  lower  Coanties  beisg 
so  heavily  taxed  that  it  is  necessary  to  convince  them  that  Justice, 
Care  &  Prudence  will  be  exercised. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Serv.* 
Indorted.— Jane  2, 1780. 


Inbteuctions  to  Rso&niTiNa  OmcsBS^  1780. 

Sir, 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  Commission  as  Captain  of  a  company 
of  Rangers,  in  the  service  of  this  Sti^te^  which  company  is  to  consist 
of, 

One  Captain,  One  Lieutenant, 

One  Ensign,  four  Serjeants, 

Four  Corporals,  One  Drummer, 

One  Fifer,  and  Sixty  Privates. 

In  recruiting  the  said  company,  you  are  to  enlist  none  but  able 
♦  See  Col.  Eec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  872. 
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bodied  Men,  free  from   lameDees,  raptures,  and  other  diaorders; 
which  may  disable  them  from  doing  actiye  doty. 

First  Yoa  are  to  enlist  them  to  serve  until  15^^  Jan^  next,  unleas 
sooner  discharged  by  the  Supreme  £zeoQtive  CoaDcil,  under  whose 
orders  and  direction  they  are  to  be,  daring  service. 

And  as  an  encoaragement  for  yoar  self  and  the  Officers  to  enter 
iato  the  said  service,  and  the  Men  to  enlist — the  Officers  will  be 
entitled  to  receive  from  the  State,  seventy  five  dollars  levy  money, 
for  every  able  bodied  recruit^  who  shall  pass  master^  to  be  paid  to 
the  Officer  enlisting  him. 

To  every  non  Commissioned  Officer  and  Soldier  who  shall  enlist 
in  the  said  service,  two  hundred  dollars  bounty — Two  hundred  upon 
enlistment  and  three  hundred  when  he  shall  pass  Muster. 

Every  Recruit  is  to  take  the  following  oath^  upon  his  enlistment 
and  passing  Master  viz. 

I,  A.  B.  having  been  duly  enlisted  in  the  Service  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania  in  the  company  of  Rangers  commanded  by  Captain 

do  promise  to  be  true  and  faithfull  to  the  said  State, 

agreeable  to  the  terms  of  my  enlistment  and  to  be  obedient  to  my 

Superior  Officers 

So  help  me  God. 

The  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Westmorland  is  hereby  aathor- 
ued  to  master  the  said  Recruits,  and  is  not  to  admit  any  under 
eighteen,  or  above  fifty  years  of  age,  able  of  body,  and  at  least  five 
feet  six  inches  high.  Every  recruit  is  to  sign  an  enlistment,  in  a 
book  to  be  kept  by  the  Lieutenant,  specifying  the  terms  and  time  of 
hu  enlistment,  which  book  he  is  to  keep  carefully,  to  prevent  future 
mistakes  or  imposition. 

Ton  are  to  be  specially  careful,  not  to  enlist  any  deserters  from 
the  Continental  army  or  prisoners  of  War,  and  if  any  Officers  shall 
enlist  any  recruit  contrary  to  these  instructions  he  shall  be  charged 
with  the  whole  ezpence  thereon  arising. 

Too  are  from  time  to  time,  to  make  reports  of  your  proceedings 
to  the  President  and  Council,  with  the  State  of  your  Company — and 
tinless  in  case  of  special  orders  from  them,  you  are  to  obey  the  Liea- 
tenant  of  the  County  in  the  disposition  of  your  corps  when  duly 
formed. 

Indoned, 
June  2, 1780. 
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Circular— Genl.  Washington  to  Pres.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Pennsjlvania^  Head  Quarters,  Morris  Town^  June  26,^780. 

Circular, 
Sir, 

Bj  a  letter  from  The  Honourable  The  Committee  of  Congress  at 
Morris  Towd,  which  this  accompanies,  your  Excellency  will  find, 
that  those  Gentlemen  and  myself,  after  maturely  considering  the 
matter,  deem  it  essential  to  the  success  of  the  measures  in  contem- 
plation to  be  carried  on  against  the  enemy — to  call  on  the  States  for 
certain  aids  of  Militia,  in  addition  to  the  requisitions  for  men  already 
made,  and  that  they  should  be  at  places  of  rendezvous  appointed 
by  me,  by  the  fifteenth  day  of  next  month.  The  aid  requested,  in 
this  instance,  of  your  State  is  founded  on  a  principle  of  apportionment 
common  to  all  the  States  from  New  Hampshire  to  Maryland — in- 
clusive (the  others  on  account  of  their  distance  and  the  operations 
in  the  Southern  Quarter  not  being  now  called  on)  and  is  stated  at, 
Three  thousand,  four  hundred  and  sixty  five  rank  and  file.  This 
nuAaber  of  Militia  well  armedy  and  equipped  in  every  other  respeet 
for  the  field  in  the  best  manner  circumstances  will  admit^  under 
proper  officers,  I  wish  to  be  at  Easton  and  Trenton,  at  the  time  men- 
tioned by  the  Committee  which  appears  to  be  a  suitable  place  for 
their  rendezvousing  in  the  first  instance,  and  from  whence  thej  will 
proceed  on  my  orders  as  occasion  may  require.  It  will  also  be  ma- 
terial, on  account  of  disciplining  and  organizing  the  men,  as  well  as 
on  account  of  public  oeconomy — that  they  should  be  formed  into 
full  regiments.  If  this  is  not  done,  it  will  render  our  arrangements 
extremely  difficult  and  irregular,  and  will  add  by  greatly  increasing 
the  number  of  officers,  very  considerable  to  the  public  expense. — 
I  would  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  think  the  whole  number  of 
Militia  requested  from  your  State  should  be  comprized  in  Seven 
Kegiments.  This  additional  aid  will  not,  I  trust,  and  earnestly  en- 
treat impede  in  the  smallest  decree,  the  filling  up  the  Regiments  of 
the  State  by  draft  to  their  full  complement  as  requested  by  The 
Honourable  The  Committee  in  their  letters  of  the  25^^  ulto.  This 
is  a  point  of  such  vast  importance  so  absolutely  essential  to  give  the 
least  prospect  of  success  to  our  operations — and  indeed  on  which 
they  depend,  that  I  could  not  forbear  mentioning  it  If  the  Begi- 
ments  are  completed  by  drafts — it  is  possible  our  demands  for  Mili- 
tia may  be  a  good  deal  diminished ;  but  this  must  be  governed  by 
events ;  and  therefore  for  objects  so  very  interesting — so  important 
as  those  are  to  which  we  at  present  look,  we  should  provide  whatever 
may  be  possibly  requisite. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  great  respect  and  esteem, 

yr.  Excellency's  Most  obedient  hum.  Serv. 

&•  WASHINGTON. 
Directed, — His  Excellency  Gov.  Reed. 
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COHMIB.  01  GONGBBSS  TO  PbKS  BbED,  1780. 

PeDDSjIvania. 
Tn  Committee  of  Congresfl  Morris  Town  2  Jane  1780. 

In  a  letter  of  the  8l8t  alto,  from  the  GommaDder  in  Chief,  which 
we  had  the  honor  to  leceive  on  the  eame  day,  His  Ezcellenoy 
observed.  ^*  That  in  the  expected  co-operation  with  the  force  of 
■<  oar  AUj,  against  that  of  the  Common  Enemy,  it  is  of  great 
''  moment  that  we  should  proceed  with  circnmspection  and  on  the 
«  surest  ground.  Before  we  can  determine  what  ought  to  be  undcr- 
<<  taken,  we  should  be  ahle  to  appreciate  the  means  we  shall  have  it 
''  in  our  power  to  employ,  on  some  precise  scale.  To  begin  an 
<^  Enterprise  against  any  point  in  possession  of  the  Enemy,  on  a 
■'  general  presumption  of  sufficient  resources  in  the  County,  and  pro- 
*'  portionable  exertions  in  the  respective  Governments  to  bring  them 
'<  forth,  would  hardly  be  justified  by  success— could  never  be  defen- 
<<  ded  in  case  of  misfortunes,  to  say  nothing  of  the  fatal  consequences 
**  that  might-ensue.  It  appears  to  me  necessary  to  assertain  the 
''  number  of  men,  and  the  quantity  of  supplies  which  the  States  are  « 
'<  capable  of  famishing  in  a  given  time,  and  to  obtain  auurancet 
*<  from  them,  founded  on  experience  of  their  continuing  sopplies  in 
'<  the  same  proportion.  I  esteem  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Com- 
''mittee  in  their  circular  Letter,  an  extremely  good  preparatory 
'^  one :  but  I  think  it  of  indi^nsable  importance,  in  the  next  place 
''  to  come  to  something  fixed  and  determined.  I  therefore  take  the 
"  liberty  to  submit  to  the  Committee,  the  necessity  and  propriety 
*'  of  calling  immediately  upon  the  States,  for  specific  aid$  of  men, 
" provinons,  forage,  and  the  means  of  transportation.'' 

His  Excellency  next  states  the  Enemy's  number  and  position, 
mentions  the  points  against  which  combined  Armes  will  probably  be 
directed,  and  fornishes  us  with  an  estimate  of  the  force  which  America 
onght  to  draw  into  the  field,  with  others  exhibiting  a  state  of  the 
provisions,  horses,  Carriages,  and  a  variety  of  other  Articles  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  give  vigor  and  a  probable  prospect  of  success 
to  our  operations.  Duty  and  inclination  equally  impelled  us  to  a 
conference  with  the  General,  and  to  the  most  serious  consideration 
of  the  subject.  The  result  was  a  determination  specifically  to 
apportion  to,  and  request  from  the  States  referred  to  in  the  Reso- 
lution of  Congress  of  the  19th  ulto.,  to  furnish  the  requisit  supplies 
by  tbe  first  day  of  July.  In  estimating  those  we  have  paid  all 
possible  regard  to  tbe  probable  resources  of  each,  and  to  their  rela- 
tive position  to  those  scenes  of  operation,  which  are  at  present  in 
contemplation.  We  shall  accordingly  annex  the  kind  and  quantum 
of  supplies  which  are  monthly  expected  from  your  State,  and  we 
have  to  entreat  that  you  will  fully  comply  with  the  requisition  we 
have  the  honor  to  make^  and  that  they  will  be  kept  up  in  the  same 

18* 
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proportion  until  the  last  of  Noyember,  if  necessity  should  indooe  u 
to  continue  the  appUoation  to  that  period^  even  although  any  of  the 
Articles  now  called  for,  should  exceed  the  quota  assigned  you  h/ 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  Febuary  last,  and  you  will  please 
Sir,  to  signify  to  us,  without  delay,  the  determination  of  your  State 
on  this  important  subject. 

Here  it  becomes  our  duty  to  advise  yon  as  upon  examination  you 
will  perceive  that  we  have  stated  your  quota  ^  month,  in  some 
Articles  beyond  what  it  would  have  been,  could  we  have  strictly  ad- 
hered to  the  proportion  on  which  the  allotments  made  by  the  act 
of  the  25th  Febuary  last,  were  adjusted,  but  this  was  found  impno- 
ticable  because  of  the  exhausted  condition  of  some  of  the  States,  in 
which  the  Army  and  its  principal  Detatohment  have  wintered.  Bat 
as  those  in  the  Course  of  the  Campaign  will  be  enabled  to  afford 
more  than  they  oan  at  present,  your  quota  as  now  stated,  will  of 
.course  diminish.  The  requisition.  Sir,  is  large  but  it  is  bearlj 
competent.  It  is  the  last  adequate  to  the  intended  operations,  as  it  is 
calculated  on  the  most  limited  expenditures  without  the  smallest 
^lowance  for  accidentally  losses,  or  extra  consumption. 

Having  given  the  States,  a  fixed  point  to  regulate  themselves  bj, 
their  measures  will  be  equal  to  it,  and  their  exertions  competent  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  object.  In  matters  of  such  high  import  it 
appeared  to  the  General  and  to  us  essentially  that  there  should  be  a 
proper  understanding  on  all  hands.  That  the  States  should  know  the 
wants  of  the  army,  and  what  is  expected  for  it.  That  the  General  i 
the  Committee  should  be  already  and  explicitly  advised  of  their 
abilities,  both  individually  and  collectively,  and  to  have  determined 
with  precision,  what  may  be  expected.  We  do  not  fear  to  discour- 
age by  the  largeness  of  the  demand,  as  we  conceive  it  impossible 
they  should  not  bear  with  the  knowledge  of  the  wants  of  their 
Army,  and  because  knowing  them,  we  are  persuaded  their  wisdom 
and  patriotism,  will  impel  t^m  to  every  exertion  fully  to  aflfbrd  the 
supplies. 

The  supplies  alloted  to  be  furnished  by  your  State  are  5000 
barrels  of  Flour  per  month,  1000  Barrels  of  which  to  be  delivered 
at  Easton  1000  barrels  at  Coryeh  Feiry  and  the  Ilemainder  atTren- 
town ;  166,  835  pounds  of  beef  or  pork  per  month  to  be  delivered  in 
Philadelphia  with  30,000  pounds  of  bacon  in  three  equal  parcels 
monthly  to  the  last  of  September,  225  Hogshead  of  Rum  per  month 
.delivered  at  the  army,  9142  Bushells  of  Grain  for  forage  per  month, 
1500  of  which  to  be  delivered  at  Easton,  1500  at  Coryefs  Ferry  & 
the  remainder  at  Trentown,  250  Waggons  with  harness  compleat  i 
with  four  Horses  to  Each,  and  1500  Horses  without  harness,  all  these 
to  be  attached  to  the  army  and  to  be  delivered  where  the  quarter 
Master  General  shall  direct  and  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  JqIj 
ne;xt;  The  first  monthly  quota  of  supplies  to  bo  delivered  by  the 
first  day  of  July  next,  and  the  subsequent  ones  monthly  toifhw  the 
9&onths  aueceoding,  as  the  quarLer  master  or  Commissary  General 
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2i|a7  direct  TKe  Beef,  Bacoo,  Hones,  and  Waggons  are  add^iona) 
articles  to  those  stated  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  25  of  Fetoriarj 
last  but  the  requisition  on  your  state  as  an  others,  for  Extra  sup- 
plies coold  not  be  dispensed  with  and  the  amount  thereof  together 
with  the  transportation  of  any,  must  be  charged  in  account  with  the 
United  States.  We  believe  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  States 
in  general  that  the  Horses  and  Waggons  should  be  procured  by  hire 
in  preference  to  purchase;  as  the  Drivers,  who  will  then  accompany 
them,  will  be  more  careful  of  the  Cattle.  Should  your  State  adopt 
that  mode,  we  recommend  that  the  Contracts  may  be  made  paya-: 
ble  in  specie  or  paper  money  equivalent,  and  that  the  value  of 
the  Horses  &  Waggons  should  be  appraised  on  oath  and  a  return 
made  of  the  appraisement  to  the  Quarter  master  General. 

As  the  Object  against  which  the  military  operations  will  be 
directed,  cannot  be  positively  ascertained,  we  have  it  not  in  our 
power  to*"  call  on  you  for  a  determinate  quantum  bf  transportation 
but  beKeve  it  will  be  considerable  and  probably  amount  to  150 
Waggons,  to  be  constantly  employed  for  90  days.* 

The  Continental  Troops  already  engaged  and  with  the  army, 
together  with  the  addition  requested  by  the  Generals  Letter  of  the 
25th  ulto  to  compleat  the  Battallions  to  504  rank  k  file,  will  still  in  his 
opinion  and  in  our  own  be  adequate  to  ensure  success  in  intended 
operations.  In  our.  Circular  Letter  of  tbte  25th  ulto  we  intreated 
your  Legislature  to  adopt  measures  for  drawing  forth  your  Militia 
OD  the  shortest  notice  we  have  now  to  request  that  such  arrange- 
ments may  be  made  as  that  your  quota  of  militia  which  with  the 
Doncnrrence  of  tbe  Connnander  in  Chief  we  state  at  8465  rank  &  file 
shall  rendezvous  at  the  Army  or  at  such  posts  and  places  as  the 
General  shall  direct,  by  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  next  at  farthest, 
and  to  continue  in  service  for  the  term  of  three  months  computing 
from  the  day  of  their  arrival  at  such  Rendezvous  as  aforesaid. 

Such  of  the  supplies  herein  required  as  make  part  of  the  quota 
assigned  to  your  State  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  Feb* 
marj  last  and  which  it  is  requested  you  will  transport  to  and  deliver 
where  the  Quarter  Master  or  Commissary  Genl  shall  direct  will  be 
receipted  for  by  the  Continental  Officers  appointed  for  that  purpose 
before  either  they  or  your  Agents  convey  or  transport  the  same  beyond 
the  Limits  of  your  State.  If  However  such  Continental  Officers 
should  not  be  present,  you  will  ^ve  directions  that  the  weight  or  quan- 
titj  of  the  articles  may  be  estimated  and  an  account  or  In voioe  trans- 
mitted with  each  parcel.  We  have  to  observe  that  in  the  beef 
recjoeated,  bides  and  tallow  are  not  included,  allowance  must  therefore 
be  made  for  these  when  Cattle  are  sent  to  the  Army.    If  drivers  are 

*  *'  Cironlar  from  henoe  eioept  as  to  the  number  of  militia  requested  from 
Sack  state.*' 
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tent  with  the  draft  honee  and  Cattle  reqnired  of  jour  State,  we 
.  wish  to  baye  one  for  every  four  horses  and  Oxen. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with 

great  Bespeot  k  Esteem  Yonr  Ezcellenej'a 
most  Obedient  Hnroble  Servants 
PH  SCHUYLER, 
JNO  MATHEWS, 
NATHL  PEABODY  * 

P.  S.  Wo  do  most  earnestly  intreat  that  the  requisition  now  made 
on  yonr  State  for  the  quota  of  militia,  may  not  be  suffered  on  any 
consideration  whatever  to  retard  the  completion  of  the  Continental 
Battallions,  as  reoouMnended  in  our  second  circular  Letter  of  the  25 
nlto.  The  necessity  of  that  measure  becoming  daily  more  striking 
and  important. 
DirecUdj 

Hb  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
IndoTudj 

June  Sth,  1780. 


Jehtj  Robbrts  to  P&es.  Rbed,  1780. 

To  the  President  &  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 
The  Petition  of  Jehu  Boberts  on  behalf  of   himself  ft  seven 

sisters. 
BespeotfuUy  sheweth, 

That  the  Family  having  presented  a  Petition  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  in  November  last,f  praying  the  Restoration  of  the  Estate 
of  John  Roberts,  deceased,  &  the  Assembly  not  having  yet  come  to 
any  result  in  the  matter,  the  Petitioner  on  behalf  of  himself,  hlB 
Mother  k  seven  Sisters,  begs  of  the  Council  that  they  will  be 
pleased  to  direct  the  Suspension  of  the  Sale  untill  the  next  meeting 
of  the  House.  That  Thomas  Roberts,  eldest  Brother  of  the  Peti- 
tioner  having  received  part  of  the  said  Estate,  by  a  Decree  of  the 
Court,  he  does  not  propose  to  make  application  for  a  Share  of  the 
Residue.  That  a  Petition  to  the  House  was  prepared,  praying  a 
Revival  of  the  Matter,  but  their  sudden  Adjournment  prevented  its 
Delivery. 

JEHU  R0BERT8.J: 

Philada.,  June  3rd,  1780. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  880. 

f  See  Vol.  VII.,  p.  122. 

I  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  874— it  waar  rejected. 
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Col.  John  Pipbr  to  Prbs.  Rbbb,  1780. 

Bedford^  Jane  8, 1780. 

Sir, 

I  am  lioiioared  with  the  Packet  ancl  oash  from  Coaneil  by  Major 
Clnggage,  I  sent  the  Reomiting  Instractions  to  Capt.  Bard  bat  I 
am  sorry  to  inform  Goancil  that  He  sent  Me  his  Resignation^  the 
Sitaation  of  His  afiairs  being  satoh  that  he  cannot  Possably  Serve. 
I  mentioned  in  My  Last  by  Gennerall  S*  Clair^  that  the  Indians 
Had  Made  an  Incartion  into  this  coanty,  which  to  oar  misfortane  is 
More  Qenerall  than  I  at  that  time  sapposed,  there  Being  apwards  of 
twenty  People  Bailed  and  taken^  the  coneeqaenoe  is  that  the  Settle- 
ments adjacent  to  where  the  Marders  were  Done  is  Abandoned,  the 
Militia  tamed  oat  bat  for  want  of  Provisions  they  ooald  not  follow 
the  £nemy  far,  I  have  Done  Every  thing  in  My  Power  to  Procnre 
some,  and  thinking  My  self  jaatifiable  by  the  necessity  of  the  case 
and  warranted  by  the  Letter  I  had  the  Honour  to  receive  from 
Gounml,  I  have  aplyed  Part  of  the  Money  I  Receved  and  shall  be 
oblidged  to  apply  M<»e  towards  Procuring  Provisions.  Spies  or  at 
Least  those  who  are  Suspected  to  be  spies,  have  Been  Discovered  in 
Diifirant  Parts,  and  we  Have  Every  Reason  to  Dread  the  fall  of  the 
next  Moon  will  be  fattall  to  as,  without  speedy  and  vigoras  assist- 
ance we  cannot  stand  our  ground.  Excuse  My  urganoy  upon  this 
oci'asion  when  our  all  is  Depending,  I  cannot  forbear  being  urgant.  ^ 

I  understood  by  Major  Oluggage  that  Charles  Cesna  was  apointed 
Porehaser  for  this  County.  I  immediately  wrote  to  Him,  and  Have 
Rode  to  His  House  upon  the  occasion,  But  He  has  heard  nothing  of 
the  apointm*,  I  would  Have  him  go  down  but  he  could  not  think  of 
Leaving  his  family  upon  sutch  an  uncertainty,  but  asured  Me  that 
if  his  apointment  came  up  He  would  Do  Every  thing  in  his  Power, 
it  Might  be  of  considerable  Servioe  to  us  upon  this  occasion  if  the 
Person  who  is  nominated  was  enabled  speedily  to  act,  as  our  Oreatest 
Demand  at  present  seems  to  be  for  flour  and  Horses  to  transport  the 
flour  and  other  necessarys  to  the  fronteer  Posts,  in  Hopes  of  a  speedy 
answer  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  all  Due  Respect  your  Exeellcno 
cys  most 

obedient  and  veny  Humble  Serv* 

JOHN  PIPER. 

Please  turn  to  Postcript 

P.  &  Indosed  I  send  you  a  Letter  I  Recev*  from  Major  Chiggage, 
wbich  will  Be  a  Corobcurating  Siroumstance  that  our  fears  are  not 
groundless,  if  Council  would  Pleas  to  grant  Me  an  order  to  Draw  a 
farther  suply  of  Amunition  if  necessity  should  Require  it,  I  had  and 
allways  shall  bo  as  Moderate  in  My  Demands  as  rossable,  but  our 
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Situation  Requires  that  there  should  always  be  a  quantity  in  Store, 
I  am  as  Beforej  jours  &q. 

J.  P. 

Dtrtctedj 

On  Publik  Serriee. 

His  Exoellenoj  Joseph  Keed,  Esquiroi  President  in  Gomioil; 
Pensjlvania. 

Pr  favor  of  I 
Mr.  Barclay.  ) 


C.  J.  M'Kban  to  Pass.  Rsed,  1780, 

Philadelphia,  June  8, 1780. 

Sir, 

Amongst  the  records  of  the  eonvictiona  avd.altaioderB  of  the  oa|a* 
tal  offences  in  the  OQUUty  of  Cumberland,  your  Excellency  and  the 
Council  will  find  one  or  two  ef  Wiliiam  Richardson.'*'  He  was  con- 
victed upon  his  own  oonfesaioni  which  ws3  obtained  frcia  him  by  a 
certain  John  Vance  under  promises  of  favor,  &c.  It  is  believed  he 
discovered  every  thing  he  knew,  and  that  be  never  bad  more  than 
three  counterfeit  Bills,  two  of  which  he  passed  to  Janes  Clark 
and  Martha  Brown,  and  which  was  known  only  by  his  own  dedara- 
tion,  as  they  did  not  appear  to  prosecute  binji.  He  also  seemed  a 
weak  young  man,  drawn  in  by  one  John  Rosenborough  late  io  the 
last  Winter,  apd  from  other  circumstances  a  proper  object  of  mercy. 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  accordingly  to  your  B^eeUeney  and 
the  Council  for  a  pardon.  * 

Margaret  Mathewsf  was  convicted  of  a  Burglary  committed  when 
inebriated,  and  found  in  the  Store  she  had  broke.  Her  example 
will  be  of  little  consequence  any  how,  aa  I  apprehend ;  but  as  she  is 
reoomn^ended  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  for  a  pardon  by 
all  the  Gentlemen  and  other  Inhabitants  of  Carlisle,  and  also  by  the 
Ladies  of  General  Irwine,  Mr.  Stevenson,  Colo.  Davia,  Ac^  I  am 
induced  to  join  in  the  request. 

Negro  Sukeyl  pleaded  before  judgment  was  pronounced,  that  she 
was  pregnant  of  a  quick  child,  but  as  enseinture  is  no  cause  to  stay 
Judgment,  she  was  sentenced  to  die ;  however  as  it  is  a  good  eause 
to  stay  execution,  and  as  we  were  informed  by  the  Sheriff  and  others 
Ihat  it  was  the  fact,  we  thought  it  advisable'  to  reprieve  her  until 
next  seasioDB  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  and  Gienerel  Qcai  Delivery  for 

*  See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol  XU.,  p.  876,  876,  87T. 
t  Ih.  877.  t  Id,  890. 
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Cnmberland  oonntj,  witboat  the  formality  and  ezpenoe  of  aa  iaquiiy 
by  twelve  WomeD  ;  Mr.  Bard  informa  he  baa  omitted  aakiog  thia 
Entry  on  her  Beoord ;  I  beg  therefore*  it  may  be  returned  for  thia 
porpoae. 

I  am  with  the  moat  perfect  eateem, 

your  Szoelleno/a  &  the  Conneila 

moat  obedient  humble  Serrant, 

THO-  M'KBAN.* 
Philadelphia,  June  8d,  1780. 

Directed, 

Hia  Exeelleney  Joseph  Beed,  Eaquirei  Preaident  &c.  of  Pennayl- 
Tania. 


Pres  of  Gongbess  to  Prb8.  Rebd,  1780. 

Circular. 

Philadelphia;  June  3, 1780. 

Sir, 

Yonr  Ezoellency  will  receive  herewith  eneloaed  an  Act  of  Gon- 
greaa  of  the  first  Instant,  in  addition  to  the  resolutions  of  the  25th 
of  February  last;  making  farther  Provision  respecting  such  Supplies 
as  any  State  may  furnish,  other  than,  or  over  &  above  their  Quotas 
of  Suppliea  required  by  the  Act  of  the  25th  of  February. 
I  Kave  the  honouc  to  be 

with  the  greateat  roapect 

your  Ezoelly'a  obed*  hbble  aervant^ 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON, 
President.! 

His  Ezeeir^  President  Seed. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  877. 
•f  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  878. 
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David  C.  Dbshler  to  Pres.  Beed^  1780. 

Oentlemeiii 

I  have  been  lately  appointed  Commissioner*  of  Porchases  in 
Northampton  Connty  &  have  also  received  a  sum  of  the  last  New 
money  Struck  by  the  house  of  assembly,  and  am  very  sorry  to  In- 
form you  that  the  Farmers  are  very  loath  to  take  it.  I  have  been 
three  days  out  for  grain,  But  Could  get  none,  I  think  If  yon  were  to 
se^  a  few  advertisements  up  here,  That  the  merchants  in  Philadel- 
phia will  take  it,  I  believe  the  farmers  would  sooner  take  it  for 
grain,  I  have  found  in  one  place  upwards  of  600  Bushels  wheat  k 
other  grain,  &  have  heard  of  more  since.  I  must  beg  of  yon  to 
send  me  some  Cont'l.  money  to  Purchase  some  Cattle  for  the  use  of 
the  militia,  which  are  now  up  at  the  Mountains,  or  lett  me  know 
who  is  appointed  to  purchase  for  them,  as  the  Lieutenants  of  this 
Connty  are  dayly  troubling  me  about  Provisions,  and  I  have  none 
for  them. 

Gentlemen  your  advice  by  the  Bearer 

will  much  Oblige  your  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servt., 
DAVID  DESHLER, 
CHARLES  DESHLER. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


GoL.  Danl.  Bkodhbad  to  Prb6.  Ebxd,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  since  my  last  no  mischief 
has  been  done  to  the  Inhabitants,  and  I  expect  a  supply  of  Salt 
Provisions  from  the  magazines  below  the  mountains,  which  will 
enable  me  to  keep  out  Scouts,  and  support  the  Dependant  Posts 
until  the  first  of  September. 

It  is  near  four  weeks  aso,  since  I  sent  a  French  Gentleman  with 
speeches  to  the  Indians,  tbreatoin|;  them  with  the  force  of  Fraooe, 
Spain  &  America,  if  they  did  not  immediately  desist  from  further 
hostilities.  This  Gentleman  is  in  the  service  of  the  State  of  Yir- 
pinia,  he  speaks  several  of  the  Indian  languages  to  perfection,  snd 
his  address  is  well  calculated  to  influence  them.  When  he  xetarni 
I  will  write  you  what  success  attends  the  Messages* 

*  See  Colon.  Keo.,  VoL  301.,  p.  878. 
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Some  of  tbe  Indian  nations  certainly  merit  a  total  eziirpation, 
bat  whilst  we  want  the  means  to  chastiBe  them,  it  may  be  good 
policy  to  amnse  them,  as  they  have  as,  and  I  have  directed  the 
French  Gentleman  (Major  Lanetot)  to  do  it  as  much  as  in  him  lies. 

I  wish  the  Honble  Executive  Council  had  held  out  the  reward  for 
Scalpe  &  Prisoners  to  tbe  Offioers,  Soldiers  and  Friendly  Indians, 
becanse  I  conceive  it  would  have  been  a  sure  method  to  save  the 
Friendly  Indians,  and  to  destroy  some  of  the  hostile  oneS|  and  per- 
hape  to  involve  the  Indians  in  a  war  against  one  another.  But  a 
few  Indian  Qwida  would  have  greater  weight  with  the  friendly  In- 
diansy  than  all  the  Continental  money  we  can  raise.  Capt*  Brady 
with  five  white  men  &  two  Delaware  Indians  set  out  for  Sandusky 
with  a  yiew  to  bring  off  a  british  Prisoner  or  some  Indian  Scalps. 
One  of  his  Indians  left  him  and  returned  to  this  place  sick  or 
cowardly.  He  has  been  out  ten  days  and  in  as  many  more  I  expect 
him  back  again,  if  he  is  fortunate.  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
Cap"  Brady  to  the  notice  of  the  flon'ble  Executive  Council  as  an 
excellent  officer,  and  I  sincerely  wish  he  may  not  leave  the  service 
for  want  of  the  promotion  he  has  merited,  and  is  justly  entitled  to, 
ever  since  the  resiffnation  of  Captain  Moore.* 

I  had  lately  called  out  some  of  the  militia  with  a  view  to  attack 
some  of  the  hostile  tribes,  but  finding  it  impracticable  to  subsist 
them,  I  was  oonstrained  to  postpone  the  attempt  untill  a  sufficient 
suj^ly  of  provisions  can  be  obtained. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  most  sincere  respect  and  esteem 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  Obedt.  Servt. 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

To  His  Excellency  Jos.  Beed,  Esqr. 


Nicholas  Lutz  to  Pres.  Rbkd,  1780, 

Reading,  June  5, 1780. 

Sir, 

I  must  request  you  would  inform  the  Council  that  in  consequence 
of  their  Instructions  of  the  27th  ult.,  I  proceeded  Immediately  on 
my  Return  Home  to  Contract  for  the  necessary  Provisions  at  the 
following  Prices,  Viz ,  Flour  SOs.  ^  C^*.,  Com  5s.  6d.  ^  Bushel, 
Oata,  Ss.  9d.  ^  Bushel,  Hay  SOs.  ^  Ton,  Buckwheat,  4s.  ^Bushel, 
(Exclusive  of  Carriage,  Bags  &  Casks,)  assuring  the  people  at  tbe 
same  Time  that  the  Merchants  would  take  the  new  money  at  the 
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iame  Rate  as  Specie,  and  also  thai  in  Case  higher  prioes  were  girea 
in  other  Counties ,  thej  shoald  have  the  same. 

I  thought  it  also  proper  to  acquaint  them  that  the  Money  would 
be  receiyed  in  Taxes  at  one  for  Forty  of  the  present  Currency,  which 
I  looked  upon  myself  authorised  to  do  by  the  late  Besolves  of  As- 
Bcmblj.  I  also  thought  proper  to  offer  for  Carriage  28. 1^  Tod, 
for  each  Mile ;  as  also  68.  for  each  Bag  and  3s.  piece  for  Casks  all 
which  I  conceive  are  the  lowest  prices  I  could  get  them  at  eren  for 
Gold  or  Silver. 

Since  the  foregoing  Transactions  I  had  the  Honour  to  reeeiTe 
your  Letter  of  the  80th  ult.^  revoking  my  former  InstructionB  as 
to  prices  to  be  offered,  and  acquainting  me  that  the  Hoase  bad 
rescinded  their  Resolutions  for  fixing  the  money  at  Fortj  for  one. 

I  shall,  however,  proceed  in  the  purchases  in  the  manner  alnadj 
begun,  as  Grain  is  growing  very  Scarce,  and  may^not  be  to  be  bid 
and  must  beg  the  Favour  of  Council  to  inform  me  as  aoon  as  po«- 
ble  of  the  Prices  allowed  in  other  Counties  which  I  am  Coafident 
will  not  be  lower  than  those  agreed  for  here.  If  higher  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  make  it  up  to  the  people  purchased  of  in  &e  County.  I 
must  also  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  the  Council  would  let  it  be 
known  (if  proper)  that  the  Money  will  be  taken  in  Taxes  at  tbe 
Rate  of  One  for  Forty ;  as  I  am  doubtfiil  whether  the  Farmeri  will 
receive  it  on  any  other  Terms. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Yonr  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servt. 

NICHOLAS  LUTZ. 

P.  S.  The  Articles  purchased  since  I  received  the  Money  ire 
4  Tuns  of  Flour,  172  Bushels  of  Oats  &  19  Bags. 


GoL.  Jno.  Piper  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1780. 

June  5th;  1780. 
Sir, 

I  would  Beg  Leave  to  Request  a  further  supply  of  Amunitionfor 
the  use  of  the  Militia,  and  volunteers  of  this  County,  as  there  ire 
a  number  of  spirited  Men,  Both  in  this  County  and  Cumberlaod, 
who  are  forming  themselves  into  Companys  to  be  ready  npon  Efciy 
ocasion  to  give  the  frontiers  Every  assistance  Possable,  and  insigee 
to  Me  to  raise  a  constant  Patroling  Party  upon  the  frontiers  of  thu 
County,  Provided  I  Can  support  them  with  Provisions  and  amooi- 
tion.    As  I  wrote  a  true  state  of  our  Situation  to  Cooncill  in  Mj 
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Letter  of  the  Ibarth  Inst.,  I  shall  not  Enlarge,  in  Hopes  youl  Pleas 
to  mver  My  Present  Dimand  by  this  Bearer. 
I  am  Sir^  with  Due  Respect, 

Your  £xoelIenc/s  Most  Obedient 

and  very  Qnmble  Servant, 

JOHN  PIPER,* 
Od  Pabliok  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqaire,  Presidant  in  Coanci), 
Peonsylvania. 

P*  fevour  of  M'.  William  Campble. 


Adam  Witmak  and  Thos.  Jones  to  P&bs.  Rbed,  1780. 

Beading,  Jane  5th,  1780. 
Sir, 

By  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Lancaster,  one  of 
oar  Board  was  informed  that  they  did  not  Gontinae  the  double  Tax 
on  thoM  that  have  not  taken  the  Oath  or  Affirmation  to  their  Re- 
tonu  for  the  Monthly  Supplies.  Jona.  D.  Serjeants,  Esq.,  Council 
to  08  was  that  the  doable  Tazesf  are  to  be  Continued,  on  which  we 
bare  Issued  oar  Duplicates  to  the  Collectors,  but  should  we  act 
Contrary  to  what  other  Counties  do,  evenly,  should  it  be  the  perfect 
meaDing  of  the  Law,  we  think  we  are  not  able  to  Support  it.  We 
therefore  beg  your  advice  thereon  if  Possible  by  this  Post. 
We  are,  Shr, 

Your  mo.  Obt.  H'ble  Servt., 

ADAM  WITMAN, 
THOS.  JONES,  Junr. 

P.  S. — ^We  are  likewise  Informed  that  it  is  discontinued  in  Chea- 
ter County. 

Public  Service. 

His  Etoellenoy,  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council,  Pensylvania. 

*  See  answer,  June  18. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XXL,  p.  879. 
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Col.  Ephraim  Blainb  to  Christiak  Wirtz,  1780. 

Lancaster  Coontj;  Jane  Sth,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Garrisons  at  Sanburry  and  Wyoming  being  nearly  ezbansted 
of  what  Flour  they  had,  and  as  the  snpply  of  those  places  an  an 
Object  of  Immediate  Concern,  have  therefore  in  the  most  preasiDg 
Terms  to  request  your  utmost  exertion  in  procuring  <liree  hondred 
Barrels  Flour,  and  delivering  the  same  into  the  Magasine  at  Estber- 
ton,  in  order  that  it  may  be  forwarded  to  the  above  mentioned  posts, 
while  the  River  admits  of  Navigation — ^beg  your  attention  to  this 
Business  in  preference  to  any  other,  as  the  Wants  of  the  Troops  at 
those  places  will  admit  of  no  delay,  and  their  supplies  dependfl  on 
your  County  and  Cumberland.  Am  with  Esteem,  Sir, 
y»  most  Obd*  H.  Serv*, 

EPHRAIM  BLAINE,  C.  Q.  h* 

Christ.  Wirti;  Contract'  for  Lane.  County. 


Christian  Wirtz  to  Prbs.  Bssd,  1780. 

Sir, 

A  Letter  from  the  Council  of  the  80th,  with  yours  of  the  Slst, 
I  have  before  me,  and  am  exceedingly  pleas'd  to  hear  that  the 
Credit  of  the  State  money  is  increasing.  I  shall  observe  to  make 
no  further  progress  in  laying  it  out  untill  I  have  Advice  from 
Council. 

The  Situation  of  Sunbury  &  Wyoming  for  want  of  Flower,  n- 
quiring  Immediate  attention,  (which  you  will  perceive  by  the  In- 
closed, being  a  Copy  of  Col.  Blaine's  Letter,)  I  Could  wish  bov 
soon  I  could  be  favor'd  with  the  prices  &  Rates  I  am  to  proceed  io. 
The  Success  I  have  yet  met  with  not  being  great 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 
T'  very  H.  Serv*, 

CHRIST.  WIRTZ,  Com.  P  L  C. 
Lancaster,  June  6th,  1780. 

Directedj 

(On  public  Service.) 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  Presid.  of  the  State  of  Fes- 
sylvania. 

*  Inolosed  in  C.  W.'s  letter,  6th  Jnne. 
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Anan8TiK  Willbtt  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  Connsel,  I  have  peraeaded  to  porchiog 
of  Catlle  &  Sheep ;  if  theaj  are  to  go  to  Camp,  it  would  be  the  most 
proper  to  have  a  persoo  appointed  to  reoeiTe  them  at  Bristol,  or 
Newtown  ;  I  shall  particular  atend  to  yonr  direotions ;  a  Saturday  i 
expect  to  haye  a  Nnmber  Collected  to  drive  of. 

N.6.  I  must  request  more  Certificates,  the  first  Oportnnify,  as  i 
am  Oblidge  to  pick  up  Sheep  three  or  four  in  a  place,  or  a  single 
bollock  that  is  any  ways  meat,  which  oblidge  me  to  Oire  a  Certifi- 
cate for  every  small  Number. 

SItj  I  remain  your  Most  Obedient, 
humble  Servant, 

AUQUSTIN  WILLETT.. 
Trevose^  June  y  6th,  1780. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State  of  Penr 
sylvania. 

per  favour  Qen.  Wilkinson. 


Col.  Sahl.  J.  Atleb  to  Pbes.  Beed,  1780. 

Pequea,  Jane  6th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  Ist,  by  Mr.  Cunningham,  has  been  duly  re- 
ceived, with  the  blank  Commifision,  ftc.  inclosed. 

The  necessary  orders  in  consequenoe  have  been  given  for  the  pro- 
viding and  assembling  the  men  required  for  the  Relief  of  the  Frontier. 
The  dficers  shall  be  appointed  as  Council  direct,  as  the  men  are 
collected. 

The  next  step  to  be  taken  will  be  to  see  that  they  are  properly 
Arm'd  &  Accoutred,  for  which  purpose  I  believe  I  must  myself 
attend  in  Philadelphia. 

If  they  are  to  be  armed  with  Mnsquetts  &  Bayonetts,  I  would 
wish  the  Cartridges  to  be  made  up  with  a  ball  &  six  buck  shot 
if  the  musket  will  well  chamber  them;  And  that  Council  will 
please  to  order  that  they  be  immediately  prepared,  that  the  Troops 
may  be  ready  at  a  Moments  warning. 
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From  the  76  Battalions  of  this  State  upwards  of  1200  men  will 
be  prooHred,  a  number  sufficient  for  two  fine  Battalions ;  if  Council 
mean  to  Regiment  them,  I  would  beg  leave  to  reccommend  for  the 
Command  of  this  West  Battalion,  Lt.  Col  James  Ross,  the  present 
commanding  Officer  of  the  Battalion  of  Militia  in  Lancaster,  I  look 
upon  him  a  Vigilent  and  good  Officer,  and  acquainted  wilJi  terrice, 
having  bourne  afL^  Coif  Commisaion  in  the  line  of  the  State.  He 
seems  very  desirous  of  servmg,  and  doubt  not  he  will  do  Honor  to 
the  State  and  himself. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Sir^  jour's  and  Couocills 

Most  oVt  Hble  Serv't, 

SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 
Directed  J 
His  Ezcellencj,  Joseph  Reed/Esqr.,  President  of  PennsylTsniA. 


Pms.  Rssd  to  CoMurrxiEB  of  Mbrganhts  of  Paila.,  1780. 

Philad, 
Gentlemen, 

The  spirited  &  patriotick  Exertion  made  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
City  which  was  the  Subject  of  the  Visit  you  fitroured  me  with  thia 
Morning  was  too  deserving  our  attention  to  delay  a  moment  ia 
acquainting  you  with  our  sentiments  on  the  proposition  yoa  then 
made. 

Upon  considering  the  Progress  already  made  under  the  Law,  tfie 
Danger  of  the  Country  not  understanding  the  principles  upon  whieh 
we  departed  from  the  strict  line  of  the  Act  of  Assembly,  the  Advan- 
tage which  the  mercenary  &  disaffected  would  probably  endeavour 
to  take  of  such  Departure  when  the  Assessment  came  to  be  l»d 
together  with  the  Risaue  of  resuminff  the  plan  of  the  Law  again  if 
necessary.  I  say  all  these  Things  being  considered  k  having  advised 
with  some  Gentlemen  well  acquainted  with  the  temper  of  the  MiKtia 
we  think  it  most  advisable  to  proceed  under  the  law,  &  when  the 
Quota  is  furnished  for  the  City  we  shall  most  heartily  co-operate 
with  tiie  association  in  making  such  Addition  of  Recruita  as  we  can 
&  for  this  purpose  shall  procure  some  suitable  Officers  from  Camp  to 
go  upon  t^ie  Duty  &  in  Behalf  of  the  State  add  a  suit  of  Cloaths  to 
the  Bounty  you  may  think  proper  to  offer. 
I  am  Gentlemen, 

With  much  Respect  &  Regard, 
Tour  Obed.  & 

Very  Hbble  Servt, 

JOS.  REED.* 
Ifidorudf 
June  8;  1780. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  881. 
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Officers  of  Land  Offiob  to  Pkbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

His  Exoellenoy  The  President  and  the  Honorable  EzecntiTe 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemeni 

Haying  examined  the  Land  offioe  Law  which  passed  the  last 
Session  of  Assembly,  and  attended  particularly  to  those  Glauses 
whieh  relate  to  oar  respective  oflEices,  wo  with  submission  conceive 
that  there  are  some  Omissions  which  should  be  remedied  previous 
to  our  entering  upon  busines. 

We  therefore  beg  leave  to  propose  the  following  queries  for  the 
consideration  of  your  Honorable  Board  praying  your  Opinion  and 
Instructions  thereou;  k  at  the  same  time  wish  that  your  Excellency 
in  Council  would  be  pleased  to  favour  us  with  general  Instructions 
for  our  Government  in  office. 

Sect  3d  As  the  Receiver  General  was  formerly  paid  by  the  Pro- 
prietaries for  his  Services,  no  Law  providing  him  either  a  salary  or 
Fees  of  office,  should  not  this  Law  therefore  particularly  stipulate 
his  Salary  and  Fees  ? 

Sect  5th  Does  Location  in  this  aection  mean  only  the  Locations 
pT  Applications  entered  in  the  Books,  &  numbered  and  sent  to  the 
Surveyor  Genemls  Office  as  wss  the  custom  on  the  application  plan, 
or  does  it  mean  the  bare  Location  or  Description  of  Lands,  left  in 
the  Seeretary^s  offioe  upon  which  no  farther  Procee4ings  were  or 
money  paid  ?  some  of  such  there  are. 

Sect  10th  Does  the  Law  empowering  the  President  or  Vice 
President  te  sign  a  Patent  likewise  enable  him  to  sign  a  Warrant  of 
Acceptance  of  a  Survey  made  on  Application  or  any  other  Warrant 
of  Aoeeptaoee  of  Besnrvey,  or  Petition  7 

Is  the  Beeeiver  Generid  empowered  to  return  Cash  to  the  Pur- 
ehasen  of  Land  where  the  quantity  specified  in  their  Warrant  is 
deficient,  or  where  no  soch  Lands  are  to  be  found  7  And  at  what 
Kxchange  shidl  the  Receiver  General  receive  the  £5  Strc  ^  owt,  at  7 
We  have  only  to  add  that  as  our  respective  seaies  of  Office  are  not 
-yet  made,  we  should  be  happy  to  have  the  Directions  of  Council  like- 
wise on  this  head. 

We  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  ourselves. 

Your  most  obedient  Hbble  Servants, 
JNO  LUKENS  8.  G. 
DAVID  KENNEDY  Secy.  Ld.  Off. 
FEA8  JOHNSTON,  B.  Qenl 

Philada.,  6th  June,  1780. 
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Samuel  Morbis,  Jun.,  to  Presidbnt  Beed,  1780. 

June  9, 1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  shall  give  orders  for  Twenty  of  the  Troop,  properly  officered,  to 
be  ready  to-morrow  morning,  agreeable  to  your  orders  just  Beod?ed. 
Be  so  good  as  to-order  us  sbme  ammunition,  &c.,  as  the  Troop  an 
Entirely  without.  I  have  not  been  out  of  my  Chamber  these  Ten 
days,  being  Confined  with  the  Oout,  otherwise  should  have  Waited 
on  you  on  the  Beceipt  of  your  orders  of  this  morning,  &  now  take 
this  oppt'y  to  Inform  you  that  they  shall  alao  be  Complyed  with. 
I  am,  Sir, 

with  great  Bespect, 

Your  most  obedH 

H'ble  Scrv'f 
SAML.  MOBBIS,JaiL 
Friday  Evening,  June  9th;  1780. 

Directed, 

His  Ezoellency,  Joseph  Beed^  Esq.,  President  of  the  SUte  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Board  op  War  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

War  Office,  June  9, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  General  writes  us  that  the  Enemy  are  out  in  Foroe,  &  li« 
below  Springfield  in  Jersey.  What  their  object  is  remains  undiar 
covered.  He  complains  of  the  Want  of  Hone,  ft  desires  Major 
Lee's  corps  may  be  ordered  on  to  counteract  the.  Cavalry  of  tks 
Enemy,  which  are  very  numerous.  We  have  done  ourselves  tbe 
Honour  of  communicating  this  Intellieenoe  as  well  for  InfonBa<io& 
as.  to  submit  to  your  consideration  ue  Propriety  of  holding  the 
Philadel*  ^^^  Horse  in  readiness  to  march  in  Case  of  EzigcDCj. 
We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  Bespect, 

Your  very  obicd.  Servants, 
BIOHABD  PETERS, 
By  order. 

P.  S.     Genl.  Washington's  letter  b  dated  from  The  Heigbts 
above  Springfield^  the  8*^  inst. 
Directed, 

Public  Service. 

His  Excelioncy,  President  Beed,  Philad*. 
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Ikstkuctions  of   Council   ho    Col,    of    City    Batta- 
lions, 1780. 

Jnne  9, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  Prendent  &  Gooncil  have  directed  that  a  Detachment  be 
made  from  every  Company  in  yonr  Battalion,  under  the  Command 
of  an  Officer,  whose  dnty  it  will  be  to  seize  the  Horse  or  Uan  of 
every  Person  Resident,  within  this  City  or  Districts,  who  docs  not 
produce  a  Certificate  of  having  taken  the  oath  or  Affirmation  of 
AUegianQC  to  the  State,  Delegates  in  Congress,  Foreign  Ministers  & 
Persons  holding  any  office  or  Commission  under  the  United  States, 
this  State,  or  any  such  Person  always  excepted.  The  Horses,  when 
seiied,  to  be  delivered  at  the  Continental  Forage  Yard  in  Walnut 
streel. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  Obcd.  H'ble  Servt. 

N.  B.  Care  must  be  taken  not  to  stop  Persons  coming  to,  or  going 
from  Market. 


Instbdctions  to  Col.  Wm.  Hknrt,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  Necessities  of  the  service  requiring  that  a  Number  of  Horses 
be  immediately  sent  to  Camp,  it  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  seize 
the  Horses  of  the  disaffected,  giving  them  certificates,  to  be  paid  at 
a  future  day.  You  are,  therefore,  desired  to  call  upon  the  Colonels 
of  the  several  Regiments  of  Militia,  to  order  their  Captains  to  parade 
their  Companies  at  6  o'clock  to-morrow  Morning,  when  they  will 
deliver  to  each  Captain  an  order  to  the  following  Import :  viz.  To 
seize  the  Horse  or  Man  of  every  Person  not  having  taken  the  Oath 
or  affirmation  of  allegiance  &  Fidelity  to  the  State.  The  Horses,  as 
taken,  are  to  be  delivered  at  the  Continental  Troop  Yard,  when  they 
will  be  appraised,  &  }leceipts  will  be  given,  which  being  carried 
to  M*'  Doz,  the  State  Commissi  Certificates  will  be  given  bearing  In't. 
The  Horses  of  Delegates  in  Congress,  foreign  Ministers,  &  Persons 
holding  any  office  or  Place  of  Trust  under  the  United  States,  any 
such  State,  or  this  State,  &  Persons  not  resident  in  this  City  &  Dis- 
tricts, are  always  excepted.  This  order  to  be  executed  by  a  Detach- 
ment from  each  Company,  under  the  Direction  of  an  officer,  &  with 
as  little  noise  &  Confusion  as  may  be. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  obed.  H'ble  aervS 

JOS.  REED,  Presid*. 
Indorsedj — June  9, 1780. 
Vol.  Vm.— 14 
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Instbuctions  to  Capt,  Samubl  Morris,  1780. 

Philad*,  June  9^  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Yerj  oritieal  situation  of  Oen.  Washington's  Army,  destitute 
of  Horses  to  remove  his  Artillery  &  valuable  stores,  has  made  it 
necessary  to  send  forward,  without  delay,  a  Number  of  Horses,  which 
cannot  be  obtained  otherwise  then  by  taking  them  from  the  dis* 
affeoted,  accordingly,  orders  have  issued  to  seize  them  :  but  as  it  if 
probable  many  will  attempt  to  get  them  out  of  Town,  we  hire 
thought  it  neoessary  to  direct  a  Patrole  of  Light  Horse  on  each  Road 
leading  out  of  Town,  y\z,  at  Frankfort  Bridge,  on  the  German  Town 
Road,  the  Wissahiccon  Road,  the  Middle  &  lower  Ferrys,  on  SchujI- 
kill,  the  Moyamensing,  Passyunk  &  Oloneester  Point  Roads,  whose 
Duty  it  will  be  to  stop  all  Persons  leading  Horses,  or  whom  thej 
still  have  Reason  to  believe  are  taking  Horses  out  of  Town,  to  avoid 
Seizure,  securing  the  Horses  &  delivering  them  at  the  Forage  Yard 
in  Walnut  street,  with  the  Name  &  Person  to  whom  they  are  said  to 
belong.  The  Patroles  may  come  in  by  1  o'cloek^  by  which  Time  it 
is  presumed,  the  Business  will  be  finished. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  ohed.  H^ble  serv*, 

JOS.  REED, 

President. 
Indorsed, — To  Sam.  MorriS;  Esq.,  command*  the  Light  Horse. 


Pres.  Bbbd  to  Christian  Wirtz,  1780. 

June  10, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  6th  Inst.,  enclosing  Col. 
Blaine's  Requisition  for  300  Barrels  of  Flour,  to  be  forwai^  to 
Sunbury,  with  which  I  would  wish  you  to  comply,  but  the  Cooncil 
are,  at  present,  of  opinion  that  the  demands  of  that  Post,  &  the  sita- 
ation  of  the  Country,  as  well  as  other  Circumstances,  do  not  admit 
of  sending  any  to  Wyoming.  You  will,  therefore,  please  to  direct 
it  accordingly,  and  confine  yourself  to  the  supply  of  Sunbury  odIj. 
M'  Hambright  will  send  you  by  this  Opp'  the  agreement  of  tiie 
merchants,  &c.|  to  receive  the  money,  printed  in  Dutch  &  Engli&h, 
which  we  hope  you  will  be  able  to  use  to  advantage.  The  situation 
of  afiTairs  is  such,  that  if  supplies  cannot  be  otherwise  obtained,  we 
must  have  Recourse  to  disagreeable  Means,  which  we  most  eaneatlj 
desire  to  avoid.  I  therefore,  intreat  you  to  use  every  exertion  to 
procure  the  supplies  in  the  ordinary  Course. 
I  am,  Sir,  Your  obed.  & 

very  H'ble  Serv,t 
Directed^ 

To  Major  Wirtz,  Commissioner  of  Suppliei^  Lanoaater. 
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Col.  Sam'l*  X  Atlsb  to  Pbbs.  Bbbb^  1780. 

Pequea;  June  10th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Tbe  Death  of  a  very  proainng  jomg  man  a  Brother  of  Mnk 
Atleer'a  has  prevented  my  oomiog  to  Phibda.  as  I  intended. 

I  porposed  waiting  on  yon  for  the  Anna,  &o.  neoeasary  for  the 
men  demanded  hy  the  late  Lav,  and  to  have  retorned  hefore  they 
could  be  collected,  I  must  now  wait  their  arrival  in  La&caater  before 
I  can  leave  the  County,  tbe  Quota  of  which  will  be  160  men. 

I  mast  beg  Couneill  to  order  me  200  Stand  with  the  accoutremente 
and  anununition  necessary,  as  you  know,  Sir,  there  ongikt  always,  to 
be  spare  Arms  &c.  in  case  of  Accidents. 

Mr.  Carpenter  whom  CounciU  was  pleased  from  my  Recommend* 
ation  to  appoint  a  Sob- Lieutenant,  having  been  chosen  L^  Col.  of  one 
of  the  Battalions  of  militia,  has  resigned  to  me  his  Lieutenancy.  That 
the  Bustnees  might  not  be  at  a  stand,  I  have  streteb'd  my  Powers 
in  giving  Instructions  to  a  Mr.  Robert  Good  of  the  same  Distriot 
who  will  I  think  with  mare  Resoludon  and  activity  perform  the 
Duties  required. 

I  must  beg  forgiveness  of  Couneill  for  this  Trespass  upon  their 
prerogative,  and  pray  a  Commission  as  Sob-Lieutenant  for  Mr.  6ood| 
whom  1  have  seen  and  prevailed  upon  to  accept 

The  Law  I  think,  Sir,  has  made  no  provision  for  persons  under 
age,  at  the  Time  the  oath  of  allegiance  conid  be  tendered,  some  who 
have  since  att-ain'd  this  age  have  been  returned  to  me  as  officers  and 
profess  themselves  willing  to  take  the  oath. 

I  must  beg  your  oppinion  in  this  Case  as  I  have  declined  accepting 
them  nntill  1  hear  from  yon^  judging  myself  not  authorised  under  the 
Law. 

I  ans.  Sir,  with  my  best  Regards  for  Couneill. 
Tour  Excellency's 

Most  Obedient  and  most  HUe  Serv't 

SAM.  J.  ATLEB. 
DxTtetedj  * 

To  his  Bzeelleney  Joseph  Reed  EMf  President. 


Prsb.  Bbkd  to  Major  Wm.  Armbteoho  k  Me.  SiOTHy 

1780. 

Gentlemen, 

You  are  hereby  appointed  to  value  the  Horses  that  will  be  brought 
joa  to-morrow  taken  in  Pursuance  of  our  Order.  For  which  Purpose 
you  will  attend  at  the  Forage  Yard  in  Walnut  Street  in  the  Momin| 
at  9  o'eleek.    When  you  wiU  eonscieiitieuidy  appniee  the  leveKaJi 
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Horses  that  maybe  brought  in  CoDtineDtal  Money  makiDgan  Entry 
in  a  Book  for  that  Purpose  of  the  Name  of  the  Owner  the  Age  sixe 
&  Colour  of  the  Horse  or  Mare  &  the  Price  by  you  fixed  Copies  of 
which  you  will  afterwards  give  to  such  as  msy  apply  to  yon  therefore. 
A  proper  Compensation  will  be  made  you  for  your  Trouble  hereitt 
and  also  for  Clerks  you  may  find  it  neoessai y  to  employ.  As  the 
service  will  be  of  short  Duration  &  admits  of  no  Duty  yon  eannot 
be  excused  from  the  Duty  on  any  account. 

It  may  be  proper  to  brand  the  Horses  as  appraised  with  tlia 
Continental  Brand. 

I  am  Oeni 
Tour  very  Hbble  Serv. 

JOS.  BEED  President 


Copy  of  letter  of 

Gkhl.  Washington  to  Comm'bb  of  Congbbss,  1780. 

Head  quartersy  Springfield,  June  llth^  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

'  It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  eligible  step  at  the  present  janotare, 
to  reiterate  oqr  iostances  with  the  several  States  to  engage  them  to 
press  the  measures  recommended  in  your  former  letter.  Not  only 
the  time  is  sliding  away  very  fast,  every  moment  of  which  ought  to 
be  improved  for  the  intended  co-operation,  but  the  movements  of 
the  enemy  demand  early  exertion  in  our  power  for  the  porposes  of 
defence.     There  can  now  remain  no  doubt  that  Cbarlestown  and  iti 

girrisott  have  fallen.  There  is  every  reason  to  belieye,  that  Sir 
enry  Clinton  with  the  whole  or  the  greatest  part  of  bis  force  will 
shortly  arrive  at  New- York.  The  expectation  of  the  French  fleet 
and  Army  will  certainly  determine  the  enemy  to  unite  their  force. 
General  Knyphausen  still  continues  in  the  Jerseys  with  all  the  force 
which  can  be  spared  from  New- York ;  a  force  greatly  superior  to  ours. 
Should  Sir  Henry  join  him,  the  superiority  will  be  decided,  and 
equal  to  almost  any  thing  the  enemy  may  think  proper  to  attempt 
It  is  truis,  they  are  at  this  time  inactive,  but  their  cffltinuanoe  where 
they  are,  proves  that  they  haye  some  project  of  importance  in  cod- 
templation  perhaps  they  are  only  waiting  till  the  Militia  grow  tired 
and  return  home  (which  they  sre  doitig  every  hour)  to  prosecate 
their  designs  with  less  opposition.  This  would  be  a  critical  mooMst 
for  us.  Perhaps  they  are  waitipg  the  arrival  of  Sir  Henry  Clintoo, 
either  to  push  up  the  North  river,  against  the  highland  posts,  or  to 
bend  their  whole  force  sgainst  this  Army,  in  either  case,  the  most 
disastrous  oonsequenoes  are  to  be  apprehended.  •  Yon  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  our  situatibn,  need  no  arguments  to  evince  the  daoger. 
The  Militia  of  this  state  have  run  to  arms,  and  behaved  with  aa 
ardor  and  spirit  of  wUoh  there  are  few  examples.    But  peneversnoe 
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ID  enduring  the  rigors  of  military  aeirice  is  not  to  be  expected  from 
those  who  ire  not  by  profession  obliged  to  it.  The  reverse  of  this 
opinion  has  been  a  great  misfortune  in  our  affairs,  and  it  is  high  time 
we  should  reeover  from  an  error  of  so  pernicious  a  nature.  We  mutt 
absolutely  have  a  force  of  a  different  composition,  or  «e  must  relinr 
quish  the  contest 

In  a  few  days  we  may  expect  to  have  to  depend  almcet  wholly  oa 
our  Continental  force,  and  this  from  your  own  obaerrationy  is  totally 
inadequate,  to  our  safety.  The  exigency  calls  loudly  upon  the  Statei 
to  carry  all  the  recommendations  of  the  committee  into  the  moat 
vigorous  and  immediate  execntiony  but  most  particularly  that  of 
eompleating  our  battalions  by  a  draft^  and  with  all  tba  expedition 
possible. 

I  beg  leave  to  advise,  that  these  ideas  be  all  clearly  held  up  to  the 
States.  Whatever  inconvenience  there  may  be  in  diffusing  the 
knowledge  of  our  circumstances,  delicate  as  they  are,  there  ia  in  my 
opinion,  more  danger  in  concealing  than  disclosing  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect  &  esteem. 

Qentlemen, 
Tour  most  obedient  &  humb*-serv'^ 

O.  WASHINGTON. 

Directed^ — Committee  of  Congieas  for  oomperation. 


Nicholas  Luiz  to  Pbes.  Rsed,  1780. 

Beading^  June  11, 1780. 

*^' 
I  must  request  you  would  inform  Council  that  ia  Coniequenee  of 

your  letter  of  the  1**  of  June,  I  proceeded  immediately  to  purchase 

Cattle  ft  Sheep  but  found  them  to  be  very  Scarce,  as  there  had  been 

so  many  Butchers  &  drovers  from  Philadelphia  and  other  places^ 

that  had  bought  them  up  before. 

I  procured  10  Head  of  Cattle  &  40  Sheep  most  of  which  I  was 

obliged  to  take  according  to  the  Act.     I  would  have  sent  these  down 

immediately  but  am  short  vx  Gash  to  bear  the  expenses  on  their 

way.    If  you  think  proper  to  send  me  an  order  on  the  Treasury  for 

a  Supply  of  Calh  I  could  forward  them  immediately  without  that  I 

can't  be  able  to  get  any  body  to  assist  me. 

I  am  just  seUing  off  to  try  another  Bout,  shall  do  what  in  my 

power  to  Supply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Exoelienoy's  most 

obedt.  and  humble  Servt, 

NICHOLAS  LUTZ. 

N.  B.     Should  be  glad  you  would  send  me  an  answer  as  soon  as 


ihVecfecf,— To  His  BxceUency  Joseph  Beed  Esqn,  Philadelphia. 
^Post. 
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Gov.  Wm.  LiYiNOflTON  TO  Pbes.  Bsbd,  1780. 

Tpentoo,  11«>'  Jant,  17S0. 

It  appears  by  a  Letter  from  Lord  Sterling  of  jeslerdays  dat6  ibtk 
tiie  Bdobij  were  still  reinforeing  behind  tbeir  Hoes  on  Bliubeth 
tTown  point,  and  he  supposes  tbeir  design  is  to  tire  o»t  the  militit, 
ft  when  thejr  leave  os,  to  attack  the  armyi  or  that  thej  are  in  daily 
expectations  of  lYoopa  from  Oaroltoa,  ft^wait  till  thej  are  able  to 
Attack  OS  in  still  greater  Ibife  &  make  Bute  work  of  it,  **Ah%  tbinh 
It  will  be  aeoeanry  to  make  oonelFes  ae  strong  as  poeaible  by  geU 
ting  in  all  the  militia  we  can/' 

As  I  have  had  no  other  official  notice  of  the  Matter  ezoept  the 
mbove  Letter,  A  only  receiTed  that,  this  momisg,  as  part  of  ear 
Diilitia  liv«  at  a  prodigioos  distance  from  the  pkee  invaded,  k  u 
several  of  oor  Regiments  along  the  frontieni  cannot  be  called  km 
their  own  Ooonties  without  exposing  them  to  the  ravages  of  the 
Befagees ;  it  would  be  of  singular  service  to  the  Common  Caase  to 
have  the  assistance  of  the  militia  of  your  State  aa  soon  as  poasibie— 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  regard, 
Yonr  £xeelknoy'B  most  humble 

&,  Obedient  Servant, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON.* 
Directed'^ 

(Pnbllo  Service,)  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq.,  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Peimsyt- 
-vania,  PbiUdelpbia. 

Gtovamor  Livingston. 


Copt — Gbnl.  Washinqton  to  Coaimrtbb  or  CoMaBsss^ 

1780.  • 

Head  quarters,  Springfield,  June  12^y  1780. 
-Cbntkmeny 

I  have  received  informatioa  which  though  not  oftdal,  I  deem  aii- 
thentic,  that  some  of  the  States  have  taken  up  the  meaaoie  of  ao^ 
menting  their  Battalions  by  a  draft  on  a  kas  extensive  footing  than 
was  urged  in  your  circular  letter  of  the  25^  of  May.  Thoogli  I 
wish  to  pay  in  eve^  instance  implicit  deference  to  the  determinatioii 
of  the  respective  States,  I  think  it  my  duty,  in  the  present  criafl, 
once  more  to  declare  with  freedom,  tiiat  I  conoeive  the  measure  of 
filling  our  battalions  to  their  full  complement,  fundamental  to  a  oo- 
operaUon  on  a  large  scale.— -That  every  thing  short  of  this  vili 
infallibly  compel-  us  to  confine  ourselves  to  a  more  defensive  plAOf 

*  See  Col.  Reo^  Vol.  XH.,^.  «96. 
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except  as  to  some  Httle  partial  indeeiaiTe  enterprises  against  remote 
points ;  and  will  of  conrse  disappoint  the  expectations  of  our  allies, 
and  protract  the  War. 

The  force  which  has  been  stated  as  necessary  is  as  small  as  oam 
give  OS  any  prospect  of  a  decisive  effort.  If  it  is  not  furnished  we 
must  renoance  every  hope  of  this  kind.  It  remains  with  the  States 
to  lealiae  the  oonseqnences.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  great* 
est  leapect  and  esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Q*  WASHINGTON. 
(Copy.) 
DireeUdj  « 

The  Committee  of  eo-operation. 


COMMITTEB  or  CONQRESS  AT   CaMP  TO  PrES.   BiED,  1780. 

Circnlar. 

Morris  Town,  June  12, 1780. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  yon  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to 
ns  by  the  Commander  in  Chief.  The  Contents  will  advise  yon  to 
what  an  alarming  erisis  our  a&irs  are  reduced.  The  General 
observes,  with  great  propriety,  that  this  Committee  ''  need  no  argu- 
ments to  evince  the  danger.'^  Indeed  we  do  not ;  our  own  observa- 
tions have  led  to  the  fullest  conviction  that  unless  the  force  stated 
in  our  second  letter  of  the  25<^  nit.,  is  drawn  into  the  field  with  a 
celerity  eqaal  to  the  urgency  of  the  occasion,  the  period  which  is  to 
end  our  liberty  and  commence  the  most  disgraceful  state  of  slavery 
which  human  nature  has  ever  experienced  is  not  far  distant.  But 
dark  and  gloomy  as  the  prospect  is,  America  has  it  in  her  power  to 
dispel  the  Cloud  by  those  exertions  of  which  she  is  abundantly 
capable,  and  to  which  it  is  her  doty  to  rouse  from  every  considera- 
tion which  can  affect  the  human  heart.  We  are  most  indubitably 
possessed  of  the  means  wherewith  to  expel  the  enemy  from  every 
part  of  the  Continent^  but.it  requires  a  display  of  that  virtue  which 
distinguished  the  Citizens  of  Kome  when  their  state  was  as  ours 
BOW  is,  on  the  brink  of  ruin;  and  we  trust  Americans  impressed 
with  -a  proper  sense  of  (he  blessings  of  peace,  Liberty  k  Indepen- 
denoe  will  follow  the  bright  example,  and  evince  to  future  ages  what 
great  minds  are  capable  of  when  driven  to  the  extremity  of  distress. 
We  dare  not  suppose.  Sir,  efficient  measures  have  not  beoi 
adopted  by  yOur  state  to  compleat  your  battallions  to  the  establish- 
mont  reeommended  in  the  letter  above  referred  to.  On  theoontraiy 
we  believe  that  the  men  are  raised  or  raising,  but  we  have  to  ooiquse 
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joxL  to  hMlen  them  on  to  the  Armj  without  a  momeot'fi  deky.  We 
iutreat  you  likewise  tagivo  the  most  pointed  direetion  to  induce  an 
unremitting  attention  to  forward  the  sapplies  allotted  toyoorflttte 
to  be  furnished  as  specified  in  our  letter  of  the  2*  Instant 

Had  the  Enemy  on  Wednesday  last  pursued,  what  was  generally 
believed  to  be  their  object,  our  heavy  Gannon  &  stores  woiUd  inevi* 
tably  have  fallen  into  their  hands,  as  our  military  force  was  iaoom- 
petent  to  their  protection,  and  the  means  of  conveying  them  to 
places  more  distant  for  want  of  horses  &  Carriages  out  of  our  power. 
Since  writing  the  above  a  second  letter  from  the  6cn>  has  been 
handed  us,  a  copy  whereof  we  inclose.  Previous  to  our  recommeada- 
tion  to  compleat  the  Battallions  to  504  Rank  &  file,  we  had  a  oon- 
ference  with  the  General  on  the  subject,  in  which  the  matter  was 
thoroughly  canvassed  and^the  necessity  of  the  augmentation  dearly 
evinced,  tike  reduction  of  Charles  Town  was  then  still  pfoblematietL 
We  had  even  hopes  that  it  would  have  been  saved,  and  the  Main- 
land &  Delaware  lines  have  returned  to  this  Army,  which  theD^ 
with  the  quota  requested  of  the  states  would  have  amounted  to 
aboat  25,000  men,  the  number  which  Congress  had  promised  onr 
Illustrious  ally  should  be  brought  into  the  field  to  Co-operate  with 
his  troops.  It  is  now  believed  that  Charles  Town  is  reduced,  and 
the  troops  which  defended  it  prisoners,  consequently  we  shall  cer- 
tainly not  have  the  Maryland  &  Delaware  troops ;  hence  those  in 
this  quarter  will  be  less  by  nearly  three  Thousand  men  than  our 
estimate.  We  therefore  most  earnestly  intreat  that  no  dednetion 
may  be  made  from  the  numbers  we  have  stated  as  necessary. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  the  greatest  respect  &  Esteem, 
Your  most  Ob*  servants, 

PH.  SCHUYLER, 
JNO.  MATHEWS, 
NATHL.  PBABODT. 

To  the  Oovemor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  L.  Nicola  to  Pebs.  Reed,  1780. 

S',        ^ 

I  am  just  favoured  with  your  Excellencies,  ft  am  to  inform  joa 
that  Lt.  Bigham  was  set  off  with  the  Horses  before  I  returned  to 
the  barracks ;  he  complained  to  me  in  the  morning  of  ^several  delaji 
he  met  with,  particularly  in  procuring  halters. 

His  conduct  has  been  so  reprehensible  that  I  thought  it  neeesnij 
to  send  for  him  this  morning  &  tell  him  very  freely  my  opinion 
thereof.    In  consequence  of  an  anangement  with  GenL  Wajae,  I 
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litd  ordered  him  to  set  off  Friday  afternooD  with  all  the  Bmall  par- 
ties in  town  helopging  to  the  army.  Want  of  anne  &  ammunition 
detained  him  till  8atnjrdaj  morning  when  I  directed  him  to  take 
two  deaertera  then  in  the  qew  Oad  wilder  hia  oare ;  this  he  neglected, 
.fle  took  charge  of  the  horses  without  pny  orders,  tho  another  officer 
waa  appointed  for  that  aer?ioe;  h^  took  a  poriKxral  ft.  11  n»eii  of  die 
Maiyuoid  Line,  wha  were  vndting  here  for  an  officer  to  eonduafc 
them  to  the  Sonthward|  without  orders.  I  abonld  have  stopped 
4bem  hjad-he  iiottold  ni«  he  knew  not  wheqe  to  procure  other  men, 
&  had  given  them  30  doUara,  which  waa  a  needless  waste. of  the 
.pahlio  money,  as  they  mi|8t  have  gone,  if  ordered,  as  soldien.  He 
further  told  me  he  woujld^  not  take  th^m  farther  thap  firiatol,  where 
a  Serj*  &  12  men  were  to  wait  for  hin^  tho  l|is  erdess  on  fridi^ 
were  to  march  his  party  to  camp  with  til  expedition. 

A  heesian  Deserter  has  heen  with  me,  hut  as  he  says  the  enemy 
came  to  the  Jerseys  on  Tnesday  night  &  he  deserted  early  the  next 
momiog,  cannot  give  any  inforoi^tion,  nor  can  he  tell  how  many 
corps  were  on  the  expedition.  » 

A  french  man,  who  has  heem  in  thataetviae,  hut  produces  a  regu- 
lar diBoharge,  has  heen  with  me  to  enlist ;  he  appears  feeble,  but  he 
says  it  ia  owing  to  a  late  sickness.     I  have  i^nt  him  to  you  to  know 
your  ESxcelloncies  opnion  as  to  his  being  taken  as  a  subatitute  or ' 
Teeruit. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I 'am  with  respect ' 
Your  Excellencies 

Mo$t  obedt.  Servt. 

LEWIS  NIOOLA,  T.  M. 

12  Jum,  1780. 
Dfreetedj 

To  bis  Excellency  Joseph  R^ed,  President  of  the  State. 


Jorar  Hatss,  Jh.,  to  Pbhs.  Rbbb,  1780. 

Northampton  County^  Allen  Township,  June  1%  1780. 
Sir, 

I  Reeeved  your  appointment  of  Comisenr  of  PurchdB  for  the  fede- 
ral Army  of  the  United  Stat^/  attd  aoeordingly  have  made  kB  murfi 
Intrest  as  is  in  my  Power  for  To  Purehes  Beef  Oatiel  or  Sheep  with 
the  NoCs  of  Oredit,  Dtt  J  Oould  Not  Pms  any  of  them  But  Tow  ip 
Three  DajSw  The  Reson  of  their  Not  Passing  in  this-Pairt  is  oil 
accowmt  of  the  old  P|rcheset«  Which  Bought  up  all  the  Oattel  they 
Gould  on  Their  Credit,  and  the  Peopel  Oatinot  (}et  their  Pay  for 
whut  they  sold  them  Last  jfatl  for  to  Discharge  th^ir  Dets  with. 
Which  makes  the  aion^  so  much  wanted.  I  Wase  Apointed  by 
the  Levts.  of  this  County  for  to  Purehes  Beef  and  Sheep  for  the 
malfttia  that  ia  Called  out  on  the  front  Teers  of  this  County,  and  il 

14* 
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18  with  Great  Deffeotaalt^hat  I  got  them  Soplyed  until  Now.  The 
Beef  Gattel  is  very  Soeroe  and  hard  to  be  Got ;  if  there  is  not  Ssm 
other  way  Lead  ont  for  to  Suppley  them  I  will  Give  up  anc(  Rerine 
»y  Post.  If  Th^re  were  Bom  money  in  band  it  wonld  Inoorige  the 
Seller  for  to  Gire  what  the  tJan  Spair,  as  there  is  maney  that  waat 
money  for  to  F^y  their  Dets  with.  The  times  is  ^ery  Dangeieu 
with  as  at  the  Present.  Last  Satarday  there  ware  an  attaeke  mide 
on  the  House  of  Binehart  By  A  Party  of  Indians  in  the  momiag  of 
.  The  were  Thonght  to  Be  about  the  Number  of  12  or 
fifteen.  Bat  did  no  Damage  Bat  killed  one  Horn.  I  haye  Lead  the 
Oase  Before  yon  By  these  Lines,  and  want  that  you  wonldSend  ai 
Answer  By  the  Berer  what  most  be  Don  with  the  malatia  at  Present 
ITkiB  is  all  from  your  friend 

and  Hambel  Senrcnt, 

JOHN  HAYS,  Joner.* 

Pbb8.  Bbbd  to  Ool*  a.  Loohrt,  1780. 

Sir, 
'  I  Your  Letter  of  the  1st  Instf  has  been  daly  receiyed  &  Ammnni- 
tion  ord*  according  to  your  Desire.  The  present  State  of  pnblick 
aflfairs  of  which  Mr.  Scott  will  give  you  a  particular  Aocoant,  ie  bo 
alarming  that  we  cannot  at  present  do  any  Thing  farther  for  jonr 
Belief.  The  Enemy  haye  made  a  Lodgment  at  Elizabeth  Town,  in 
New  Jersey,  scarcely  two  Days  Journey  from  this,  &  should  anj 
Acoident  befal  Gen.  Washbgton  the  Consequences  would  be  verj 
fatal  to  this  City — at  all  Eyents  he  requires  our  Support — ^We  sort 
therefore  on  thu  Occasion  entreat  you  to  use  eyery  Exertion  for  yov 
own  Safety  within  your  Beach*- We  are  much  concerned  to  find  so 
many  Accidents  befal  the  Supplies  sent  into  the  back  Counties.  At 
the  same  Time  that  you  desire  Losses  replaced  we  think  you  wonld 
do  well  to  inquire  into  the  Causes  of  these  real  or  pretended  Acci- 
dents &  bring  Persons  to  some  Account|  as  we  cannot  but  think 
there  must  be  some  Imposition. 

Your  Intentions  to  go  ag*  the  Indians  are  yery  pleasing  to  me  ft  I 
haye  no  Doubt  the  Sumple  will  prove  yery  useful  The  Bemonl 
of  the  Beeords  may  also  haye  hem  a  yery  proper  Measure,  as  Laa» 
of  that  Nature  are  irretrieyable. 

No  Petition  has  been  sent  here  against  you  or  a  Copy  should  bare 
been  forwarded  as  you  desire — ^As  we  are  sensible  that  Prejadloeeft 
Besentments  are  often  hastily  taken  up  ag^  publidL  offioen  we  ^ 
not  trust  them  without  due  Inquiry. 

When  you  see  Col.  Proctor  yon  will  Inform  him  I  haye  reooifed 
his  Letter  which  the  Huny  of  the  Measex^^  does  not  giye  ms  lisM 

»  See  CoL  Kec,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  876. 
t  See  page  282. 
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to  anawer— YoQ  will  therefore  oommniiieite  this  to  him,  k  b^ 
asBored^hat  every  Thing  will  be  done  for  jwt  lUtief  whioh  our  Cir- 
eiroamstaiieee  will  adnit 

I  am  in  Haste  Sir, 

your  Friend  &  Hbble  Senr. 
Indorsed, 

1780,  Jane  12th,  to  Colonel  Archibald  Loehry,  Lieut  of  W« 
County. 


Pees.  Bxbd  to  Ghables  Wilson  Pealb,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  Council  retnm  yon,  their  Thanks  for  the  obliging  Mark  of 
yoar  Attention  this  morning  by  presenting  the  Portrait  of  the  late 
worthy  President  Wharton.  A  Character  so  amisble  k  distingaished 
in  the  great  Contest  cannot  be  too  maoh  honoured  or  his  Remem- 
brance too  well  preserved.  It  will  therefore  be  placed  near  the  P^ 
trait  of  onr  excellent  Oen.,  with  whom  in  his  Station  he  so  nobly  k 
futhfolly  co-operated. 

I  am  Sir;  your  most  obed.  k 

Tcry  Hbbl.  Serr. 
Indortedf 

1780,  June  12th;  To  Charles  Wilson  Peale,  Esq. 


Pbbs.  Bebd  to  Col.  John  Pipeb,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  5th  Jnne*  was. duly  received.  .  We  have  ob- 
served with  much  Concern  that  Supplies  of  Ammunition  intended 
for  the  Frontiers  as  well  as  other  Articles  sent  by  casual  Opportuni- 
lieii  seldom  arrive  at  the  Place  of  their  ]>estina^ioa  without  much 
Loss.  The  Bearer  of  this,  Me.  Campbell,  not  going  back  thro  your 
Coonty  we  have  deferred  .sendinff  the  Ammunition  requested  till  a 
good  Opp'  offers.  But  we  would  request  you  on  all  Occasions  of 
this  kind  to  mention  the  Quaaiity  k  to  send  seme  suitable  PnrsQll 
allways  to  take  Care  of  it.  We  find  muck  mora  DiiBfiulty  in  the 
Means  of  Transportation  than  procuring  the  Articles. 

The  pobliek  Business  has  sometimes  been  delayed  a  whole  Pay 
while  Members  of  the  Council  were  employed  in  looking  for  WaggomT 
or  Horses — which  is  not  only  inconvenient  but  degrading. 

I  do  not  mention  these  Circumstances  as  discouraging  to  you  to 
apply  when  k  for  what  is  necessary  but  that  the  Business  may  be 
conducted  with  more  Advantage  to  you  &  Care  to  us-^As  it  will 
•  Beepagt^OS. 
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/•Ilwtys gire us  Plearam to  affordall  posiiUe  Salirf i^gt^f  urmf 

Sir  your  obed.  HbbL  Serr^ 

JDS.  SEED. 
Directed,     ' 

Col.  John  Piper,  Bedford. 
Adaned,         . 

1780,  June  13th,  To  Colonel  John  Piper. 


.  Charuss  Pettit  to  Prrs.  Bebd,  1780. 

.  -I  ' 

PhOadelphia,  13  Jane,  1780. 
'iSir,      ... 

I  hid  the  hon^r  to  preaent  to  jour  Excellency  on  the  27tli  of 
April)  the  Dranffbt  of  .Congwaa  on  the  Preeident  &  Counoil  of  tbe 
.Sfftte  of  Penn3ju?aDia  for  two  hondred  thousand  DoUaro,  which  I 
.am  inforsaed  haa  not  yet  been  traaamitted  to  the  Stote  Treasurer. 
Aathat  order  ia  nowjooy  only  resource  for  contingent  e^penoe^I 
most  request  it  may  be  directed  to  the  Treasurer  for  payment  thst  I 
may  be  enabled  to  draw  the  money  as  he  can  find  it  convenient  to 
pay  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reiqpeetfnlly 

Your  Exoellepqy'S 

most  obed*  Serv*, 

GHABLES  PBTTIT 

A.^.  M.  G^'.» 
Dtreeted, 

His  ExcMsUency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  ef 
-Pennaylyania. 


iGoL.  BAiivBft  £ba  vob  Ool.  Ohambirs  to  Pfidwu  Bus 

1780. 

Lower  Smithlfield,  y  U^k  of  June,  1780. 
T9  The  HoooonMa  the  Sttprema  BsMUtiTa  Comml  in  4  lor  t^ 
'    Staie  of  FsnasylfTaBiiL 

Gentlemen, 

Col.  Bea  Being  indisposed  With  ^  Pltjeriticl  Disoider  Hitk 
Directed  me  to  Send  to  Your  Board  for  the  Arms  Ammunition  k 
Nesisarry  "Equipment  For  the  Volantier  Company  Balsed  in  ibis 
County  As  also  Your  Instructions  for  Their  Distination  and  Serrioe 
ihey  are  To  Perform.    We  Have  Concluded  to  MuBter  Them  Oa 

*  See  Colon.  B^».  Y«L  ZIL,  p.  896. 
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thnradtj  the  22**  Inattait  at  Baston  Where  ihej  Will  Be  ftmiahed 
with  their  Arms  If  ariyed  And  Ordered  to  the  Care  and  Charge  of 
Cai/  Johannee  Vanetton  The  Bearer  M'  Ah-  V.  Cortright  Will 
rooeiTe.and  Take  Charge  of  the  Above  Artioulea  I  Have  Nothii^ 
New  to  relate  the  Saviigea  Have  Not  been  Seea  hier  Since  the 
jo^gfm^t  of  Cap'  Yanetten. 

I  am;GeDtlemen, 

With  rnveh  Respeot 

Your  Hum.  Serv*. 

JOHN  CI 
Directed  f  .    . 

(On  Publick  Service,)  To  His  Excellency  j 
of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  In  &  for 
nia,  ait  Philadelphii^. 


JAtfEs  Cx.ATpaoLBy  ShsvJ  TO  Prxs.  Bbed,  1780. 

Spruce  Street,  14^  June,  1780. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  intimation  I  now  have  the  Honor  of  relating  to 
year  Excellency  some  particulars  respecting  the  Sheriff's  Office  as 
it  regards  myself. 

Mr.  William  Masters  and  Ool.  William  Coats  were  retumM  to  His 
late  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  Esquire,  the  then  President  and 
tkft  Hai^  SuiMreme  Executive  Coanoil  as  Sheriff's  Eleot  in  October 
1776  continued  uncommissioned  as  Sheriffii  Elect  and  appdttted  fay 
Coancil  but  without  Commission  or  actine  till  the  said  President 
and  Council  the  13*^  of  June  1777  were  pleased  to  Commission  me 
on  Mr.  Masters  finally  dedioing  to  act  or  Qualifje.  I  eontinued  to 
do  what  business  came  to  the  Office  'till  September  following  and  in 
October  the  British  Army  havine  taken  possession  of  the  City  and 
great  part  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  no  General  Election  waa 
Ji^d  for  aakl  County  except  at  the  upper  District  at  Jacob  Wentz's 
Had  no  return  as  I  understand  except  for  Members  of  the  general 
^aaembly — During  the  Residency  of  the  English  in  Philadelphia  no 
one  was  either  commissioned  or  apointed  'till  on  my  return  from 
Ganexai  Washington's  Head  Quartens  to  York  Town  in  May  1778 
J[  had  a  Letter  from  The  Hon^**  George  Brjan  Esquire  signifying* 
desire  I  should  come  down  to  Lancaster  where  I  received  a  Commis- 
4axm  as  Sheriff  13*^  of  June  and  came  down  to  Philadelphia  as  soon 
«8  possible  and  on  the  13th  of  October  following  was  returned  with 
J^Ir.  Christopher  Ludwig  as  Sheriff  Elect  and  likewise  at  the  follow- 
iag  which  was  the  last  general  Election  so  that  I  have,  been  but 
,twice  elected  to  that  Offioe^^I  beg  leave  to.nentioii  to  your  Excel- 

*  8ee  CoL  Jtcc,  Vol.  XIL,  pi  89L 
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lencj  that  I  have  ezeooted  the  Office  nnder  peculiar  diaadTanUges 
such  as  the  great  Difficulty  of  procuring  suitable  Asnatauta  so  maoy 
of  our  Citizens  being  engaged  in  the  Army  departments  and  ibie 
lowness  of  the  fees  they  being  during  the  time  of  my  first  Oommii- 
Bion  only  the  same  nominal  sum  altho  it  would  not  purchase  above 
one  third  it  would  formerly  they  were  increased  two  for  one  at  lin- 
caster  just  before  my  second  appointment  at  which  rate  and  three  for 
one  the  fees  continued  'till  some  time  in  December  last  when  they 
were  increased  to  Thirty,  untill  which  time  the  Execution  of  the 
Office  brought  me  manifestly  and  unavoidably  in  Debt  more  esped- 
ally  in  every  Instance  of  Executing  Process  at  any  distance  from  the 
City  when  the  necessary  expenses  to  myaelf  have  frequently  cost  me 
more  than  ten  times  that  all  the  fees  have  amounted  to  and  for 
which  I  have  in  no  way  received  any  compensation  and  increaeed  at 
the  fees  now  are  require  the  best  CSconomy  to  afford  a  sufioieooj 
for  the  support  of  myself  and  Officers  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  if  I 
should  by  any  means  be  deprived  of  having  the  Office  another  year, 
after  the  ensuing  Election  I  know  of  no  way  by  which  I  should  be 
enabled  to  make  up  for  Deficiencies  of  the  fees  for  the  far  greatest 

f)art  of  the  time  past — ^I  hope  your  Excellency  will  pardon  the 
ength  of  this  and  am. 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

JAMES  CLAYPOOLE,  Sheriff, 
Diredtdf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  President  of  the  Soprene 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Col,  Andrew  Boyd  to  Pbbs.  Bebd,  1780. 

Sadsbury,  14th  June,  1880. 
Sir, 

T  was  honoured  with  your  Excellencies  Letter,  respecting  the  hyre 
of  Teams  for  the  publick  service,  and  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that 
that'  plan,  though  well  calculated  to  serve  the  publick  demand,  and 
not  to  injure  tha  Farmers,  has  not  answered  the  end  proposed,  dot 
do  I  exspect  that  we  shall  be  capable  of  supplying  the  Quarter 
Master  department  with  one  Brigade  of  Waggons,  bnt  by  ocmtpttkave 
measures,  however  disagreeable  that  mode  may  be. 

They  greater  part  of  the  Teams  in  this  County  that  was  formerly 
employed  in  the  public  service  hath  either  sold  them  to  the  publick 
or  is  now  employed  in  farming,  and  them  that  do  yet  exist  is 
engaged  at  the  head  of  Elk ;  it  is  hard  that  this  County  should  be 
called  on  for  their  quota  of  Waggons,  and  have  a  number  of  Teami 
constantly  employed  in  doing  the  business  that  belongs  to  another 
State,  that  quarter  has  allways  prevented  us  in  this  County  of  0op- 
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pljiDg  the  publick  with  Waggons,  under  the  law,  the  service  at  Elk 
is  more  easy,  snd  Fomge  more  plenty  than  at  or  near  the  Army ; 
which  induces  the  owner  of  Teams  to  prefer  that  service  to  any  other. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  much  respect, 

your  Ebuellencies  very  Humble  ServL, 

ANDW.  BOYD,  W.  M.  G.  0.  0. 
Directed, 

His  Excdleoi^^  Joseph  Beed,  President^  Philadelphia. 


Aaohisald  McElbot  to  Pbss.  Heed,  1780. 

SlF, 

As  an  officer  of  the  Militia  I  beg  leave  to  lay  a  state  of  things  befora 
jwk  that  I  Gould  Wifih  to  have  Remedy  if  possible.  I  have  Reoeiv' 
Ohrders  to  have  the  Battalion  I  Gommana  in  Constant  readiness. 
Should  the  be  wj^nted,  which  I  Wish  to  do  with  great  Pleasure,  but 
we  have  no  arms  fit  for  Use,  or  third  the  Compliment  we  ought  to 
bate  of  any  kind.  As  I  am  Informed  there  is  a  Great  JSTumber  of 
giuius  Dispmed  through  the  County,  I  have  to  Bequest  you  to  give 
Uiders  to  have  them  Collected  and  put  in  Order.  I  have  AppTy'd 
to  Mr.  Hart,  sfir  Lieut.,  and  have  not  heard  of  any  Move  in  that 
matter  yet ;  the  Militia  on  the  Old  Establishment  Complains  much 
that  the  former  fines  has  not  been  Collected,  and  the  Torys  triumph 
in  and  Expect  it  will  be  the  Case  Under  this  New  Law.  This 
Neglect  in  the  former  officers  has  hurt  the  spirit  of  the  well  affected 
people  hear  as  the  have  Attended  or  paid  on  Muster  dursi  whilst 
the  others  has  made  sport  of  them.  The  late  Resdve  of  Counsel 
fi>r  the  Inllsting  two  men  Out  of  Each  Company  is  not  Comply'd 
with  yet,  hear  the  men  is  to  be .  had,  but  Expect  a  Large  Bounty.- 
As  I  have  no  Directions  how  to  do  in  the  Matter,  I  Could  wish  it 
was  put  on  such  a  footing  soon  so  as  to  Answer  all  the  Good  purpose 
Government  Intended  it  for. 

Sir,  I  am,  With  Bespect  and  Bifferance, 

ABCH.  MoELBOT. 
Bristol,  June  15. 

Jfk'eeied^ 

His  Exeellenoy,  Joseph  Beed,  &o. 
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OoLO«  Gh&istoph£b  Kucheb  to  F&E8.  Eeed,  1780. 

Lebanon,  Jaue  15th,  1780. 
Sir, 

By  Mr.  Phillip  Weiser  Your  ExeeUeDcj  will  Beoeive  the  Soil  of 
the  Oficen  of  the  Second  Battailtoo  of  iMcaster  County  Militii,To 
Whom  Yoa  will  be  Pieaeed  to  Qraot  Oommiasions. 

The  PreasiDg  JDemanda  and  Penetrative  BeqneatB  of  the  well 
Affected  People  for  the  Collection  pf  t)ie  Old  Fines,  Necessitating 
me  to  make  Application  for  Yonr  Bxeellenc/s  Order  and  Direction 
in  the  Premises,  to  Attone  the  Heavy  Complaints  of  the  Good  Peo- 
ple who  have  allways  Rendered  their  Personal  Services  in  the 
Militia,  and  to  Silen.oe  the  Ridicule  and  Tantalizing  of  the  Diaf- 
fected,  who  never  have  done  any  Daty,  neither  in  Peraon  nor  in  the 
Pecuniary  Way. 

Should  Your  Excellency  be  Pleased  with  the  RecommendatiQi  of 
Mr.  Adam  Orth,*  then  it  is  hoped  Yon  will  Please  to  Direct  him  to 
put  the  Law  in  Execution  against  such  as  were  Delinquent  aider 
the  Late  Militia  Law,  and  to  Prevent  to  Total  Pernicions  Oonse- 
-quence  which  will  Attend  the  Collection  of  the  N«W  Ftaes,  befoie 
tne  Old  shall  be  fully  Discharged. 

Your  Excellency  will  Therefore  take  Ifhe  Premises  in  Caosideralioii, 
amd  Grant  the. <jh>od    People  Such  Reasonable  SatisfaotioB,  sod 
Enable  the  Present  Oficers    to  discharge  the  F^r^r  Smioei 
Beqttired  of  them,  'as  Yonr  Excellency  ShiSl  th«^k  l^per. 
I  am,  with  due  Respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  Obedt.  Humb.  Servant) 

OHRISTOPH  KUCHBR,  &  L.  L.  C 
JDirectedj 
'    On  Public  Service. 

To  his  Excellency,  Jos.  Reed,  President,  at  Philadelphia. 

VAjfi^tod  per  Mr.  Weiser* 


Colo.  John  HaMum  to  Pjiss.  Bbbp,  1780. 

Bradford,  June  15%  1789. 
Sir, 

Punmant  to  your  orders  I  have  Collected  Twenty  Eight  Gattis 
and  one  Hundred  and  one  Sheep-^AU  that  I  oonlid  ooUeot  in  to 
short  a  time,  having  not  recv'  your  Orders  till  the  Eleventh  Inst;  tbey 
are  not  so  good  as  I  could  wish,  but  They  are  the  best  that  I  ooold 
get.    It  gives  me  Concern  that  the  army  is  reduced  to  the  BxtremitJ 

*See  CoL  Reo.,  YoL  XII.,  j>.  S92. 
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(kej  Are,  being  well  usnred  that  one  person  may  Be  fouid  thai 
will  Engage  to  farnieh  the  pennsjWania  Troops  with  Every  necesery 

?roTisioD8)  And  to  enffer  Death  the  Day  They  are  Destitute  thereof, 
'oa  will  please  To  Order  Capt"  Siminson  to  Reoeve  the  Am*  of  Two 
Thousand  poandS|  the  Expense  Inear'd  in  furnishing  the  said  Gatde' 
and  sheep. 

I  Remain^  inth  all  Dae  Bespeot, 

your  most  Obt.,  Hamb.  Sert., 

JOHN  HANNUM. 
His  Exoellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 


Pbb6.  of  CoNaRB8S  TO  Pabs.  Bebd,  1780. 

Circular. 
Sir, 

Congress  repeat  their  applications  to  your  State.  They  would 
willingly  ^ope  that  their  former  representations  have  not  been 
ineffectual,  and  that  the  States  are  pursuing  measures  to  enable 
our  armies  to  take  the  field  with  a  force  superior  to  that  of  the 
Enemy,  and  with  such  ample  Supplies  of  provisions  as  will  not  only 
maintain  them  in  plenty,  but  enable  the  Commander  in  Chief  if 
Beeessary  on  any  extraordinary  occasion  to  avail  himself  of  the  aid 
of  the  militia.  But  on  these  hopes  Congress  dare  not  rely,  everr 
moment  presses.  It  is  necessary  they  should  have  the  most  explioit 
assnrances  not  only  that  their  requisitions  will  be  eompHed  with  but 
that  sneh  compliance  will  be  as  immediate  as  the  publio  wants  are 
urgent  The  letters  from  our  Committee  at  Head  quarters  to  you, 
Stale  those  wants  without  exaggeration.  They  state  some  fiiots 
and  leave  to  your  judgenfents  to  Supply  others  which  it  would  have 
beea  improper  to  Commit  to  paper.  The  objeci-of  this  address  is 
only  to  enforce  their  requests  and  to  entreat  you  not  to  repose  yonr 
Safety  upon  the  spirit  and  vigilance  qf  others  while  any  means 
within  your  own  power  are  left  untried.  The  present  occasion  calls  for 
the  united  foroe  of  America.  It  gives  us  great  consolation  that  not- 
withstanding the  difficulties  in  which  we  are  involved  the  resources 
of  the  staes  if  Speedily  applied,  are  Sufficient  to  relieve  it  from 
them. 

£very  State  in  the  union  is  bound  by  the  Strongest  Obligations 
to  afford  us  their  aid,  and  we  trust  that  at  this  critical  emergenoy, 
no  present  ease  or  convenience  of  individuals  will  be  put  in  com- 
petition with  tEe  lasting  happiness  of  millions — ^That  the  rulers  of 
States  will  not  hesitate  to  exert  their  utmost  authority  and  that 
the  people  have  too  much  understanding  to  refuse  a  temporary  Sub- 
mission to  such  vigorous  exertions  as  are  necessary  to  Secure  them 
firom  continue  oppression  &  established  Tyranny. 

A  eomnfton  council  involves  the  power  of  direction.    Let  not  onr 


828       -     PElfNBTLVANIA  ABOHITieiS  1780. 

tneasiirBg  le  ebeoked  or  eontrolkd  bj  the  negligence  or  perti&l  vieirg 
and  interest  of  seperate  com  mnni ties  while  they  profess  to  bememben 
of  one  body — too  long  have  the  dearest  interests  of  Amerioa  beet 
•acrifieed  to  present  Ease.  Too  niany  of  ns  have  slept  in  h\» 
*  aeoority.  Let  us  awake  before  the  season  for  snccessful  exertion  is 
passed.  Judge  yon  whether  the  loss  of  Charlestown  and  the  ntii- 
ation  of  your  grand  army  does  not  call  for  every  spirited  effort 
The  objects  which  claim  your  immediate  attention,  are  clearly 
pointed  ont  by  the  requisitions  of  Congress  and  their  committee  at 
Uead  quarters.  Let  them  be  complied  with.  Enable  ns  to  co- 
operate yigoronsly  with  the  Fleets  and  armies  of  our  ally,  and  we 
may  reasonably  hope  through  the  blessing  of  divine  providence  for  a 
speedy  and  happy  termination  of  a  controversy  which  is  to  give  free- 
dom and  Independence  to  millions. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 
Philadelphia^  Jane  15th,  1780. 
Directed^ 

Hii  Excellenoy  the  Presodent  of  Pennsylvania. 


JoflBPH  Habt  to  Prb8.  Bbkd,  1780. 

Warminster,  Jany«  15th,  1780. 
H<m.  Sir, 

At  my  return  from  the  Goort  thb  afternoon,  I  leed.  CoaneilB 
Letter  of  the  13  th,  with  a  Resolve  of  Coancil  for  ordering  foor  OlisseB 
of  the  Militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  mareh  &c.,— «sd 
some  other  papera  Enclosed;  and  Gonnoil  may  be  amired  that  no 
■time  ^all  be  lest  in  letting;  the  Collonela  \now  of  sd,  Resolve,  hot 
fear  it  will  impeade  the  raising  the  Volunteers,  whiebnow  asons  to 
be  going  on  p^ety  cleverly,  and  I  am  in  hopes  to  have  i  the  nonbcf 
ready  to  send  down  in  th^  Begining  of  Next  Week.  The  loss  of 
Charles  Town  is  a  most  alUurming  Gircttmstanee,  and  ongiit  to 
rouse  every  American  to  the  highest  Exertion,  but  I  fear  h  will  have  a 
Tory  oootrary  Effect  with  many. 

We  had  but  few  Ind**  this  Court,  and  but  one  Jury  Tryal,  whidi 
was  a  Fellow  for  Stealing  a  horse  he  suffered  all  the  Punishmeot 
direoted  by  Uie  late  act  of  aasembly,  and  his  Ears  remains  jet 
Nailed  to  the  pillory* 

I  am  Hond.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedt  humble  Servt. 
JOSEPH  HART. 

P.  S.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  add  a  Coppy  of  a  Letter  I  have  jtft 
reed,  from  Doctr.  Molivain,  which  you  have  in  his  own  Words  tf 
jfoUoweth.  ''Sridtol  June  ye  13th  1780  Dr«  Sir  Being  in  FhiiMl. 
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about  ten  days  ago  I  waited  on  bis  Exeellency  Ooyernonr  Beed,  to 
ask  him  a  few  questions  relative  to  the  Determination  of  Coancil  on 
Mr.  McElrojs  Case  He  informed  me  that  what  was  done  was  in 
Consequence  of  a  Letter  from  one  of  the  Sub  Lieuts.  of  the  Countj, 
but  upon  a  full  and  clear  State  of  the  Circumstances  delivered  in 
writing  bj  yon  to  Council,  that  they  would  take  up  the  matter  again 
and  give  their  opinions  accordingly.  I  promised  to  give  you  the 
above  Notice  and  hope  you  will  get  the  affair  finally  adjusted  with 
that  Expedition  which  your  good  senoe  points  out  absolutely  nesses- 
sary  at  our  present  juncture,  I  am  with  much  Esteem  your  humble 
Servt.  WILLIAM  McILVAIN. 

Now  what  your  Excellency  desires  of  me  more  than  I  have  already 
done,  I  cannot  tell,  for  previous  to  the  granting  the  Commission  I 
stated  the  matter  to  Council  (in  a  Letter)  as  fully  as  I  eould  do  it 
now,  and  upon  which  I  shall  rest  the  matter  till  I  hear  again  from 
yon- 

JOSEPH  HAKT. 
Directed, 

His  Exoellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  supreme 
Exeootive  Council  Ac.;  Philadelphia. 


JosBPH  Habt  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

June  15th,  1780,  at  4  in  the  afternoon. 
Hon.  Sir, 

I  jost  now  rcceM  yours  of  the  14th  &  15th,  Instant  together  with  the 
Crisis  &c.,  &c.,  and  am  sorry  to  say  we  are  not  as  fore  ward  with  the 
recruits  as  I  could  wish.  In  mine  of  yesterday  I  mentioned  i  betng 
ready  to  send  down  in  the  begining  of  next  week,  and  I  do  not 
think  more  than  that  can  be  done,  as  I  find  many  of  them  are  not 
yet  Inlisted,  and  a  general  backwardness  to  the  Service  is  but  too 
obvious.  None  of  the  men  are  yet  attested  the  many  have  Signed 
the  Inlistments ;  as  that  may  be  done  when  they  are  Collected 
ready  to  march.  I  shall  pay  due  obedience  to  this  Resolve  of 
Council  for  Collecting  the  Publick  arms  &  Disarming  the  disaffected 
as  Car  as  lias  in  my  power;  but  for  2  or  S  Days  past  have  been 
somewhat  Indisposed,  tfao  not  quite  laid  by. 
I  am  Hon.  Sir, 

your  most  obedt. 

and  very  Humble  Servt. 

JOSEPH  HART. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.  President  of  the  supreme 
Executive  CouncU  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Christian  Wirtz  to  Pres.  Rebd,  1T80. 

Lancaster^  June  16tb,  1780. 
Sir, 

As  I  have  no  other  Object  in  View  but  the  good  of  my  Conntrj, 
I  am  induc'd  to  be  more  Troublesome  to  Council  than  I  conld  wi&h 
to  be. 

It  would  be  a  very  disagreeable  Task,  to  Perplex  and  Tieze  jov 
Attention,  was  it  not  realj  necessary,  Therefore,  let  me  assure  jon 
that  the  daily  supplies  which  are  required  from  this  County  cannot 
be  procured  on  the  present  mode  adopted.  The  terms  mentioned  bj 
the  President  in  a  Letter  of  31st  Ult,  I  have  strictly  attended  to, 
but  on  such  mild  principles  nothing  will  be  procured.  If  GeDerou 
Terms  are  too  long  offered  Council  will  effectually  be  sensible  of  the 
Delay  which  perhaps  may  be  attended  with  111  Consequences.  I 
should  oonceiye  it  highly  necessary  to  proceed  according  to  Law,  id 
the  Execution  of  which  a  few  Militia  would  not  be  amiss  to  obtaia 
the  sufficient  Quantity  demanded ;  of  the  Propriety  of  this  Ooundl 
will  please  to  give  their  opinion,  and  such  further  Instouetioni  as 
they  shall  think  fit,  together  with  the  amendments  made  since  the 
adjournment  of  the  Assembly.  CoL  Blair  has  resumed  his  request 
for  one  thousand  Barrells  of  Flower. 

This  you  will  receive  ^  Express,  would  be  fond  of  y  Immediate 
Answer. 

I  have  wrote  to  the  president^  but  have  received  no  Instnictioni 
since. 
Directed. 

Public  Service. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.;  Presid*  of  the  SUte  of  Penii- 
aylvania,  Philadelphia. 

Per  Express. 


Phillip  Marstbllbr  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Lebanon,  June  16th,  1780. 
Sir, 

A  Packet  from  your  Excellency,  inclosing  a  Number  of  CertHi- 
oates.  The  Act  for  procuring  an  immediate  Supply  of  Provisions  for 
the  Army,  and  an  Appointment  as  one  of  the  Commissioners,  came 
duly  to  Hand  on  the  Evening  of  the  7th  Inst.  I  must  confess  how- 
ever willing  and  ready  {  am  to  serve  mj  Country,  nothing  less  thaa 
80  brave  Soldiers  in  Distress  as  those  of  the  United  States,  could 
ever  have  induced  me  to  undertake  so  weighty  and  troublesome  a 
Task  in  my  present  declining  State  of  Health  ;  but  considering  whet 
Time  would  be  lost  should  I  decline  this  Service,  until  your  Excel- 
lency should  have  Notice  thereof,  and  make  another  appointment,  I 
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sat  out  tbe  afterDOon  of  the  Day  foUowiog,  and  haye  since  pnrobaaed 
31,  and  seised  13^  amounting  in  the  whole  to  44  Head  of  Cattle^  as 
joa  will  observe  by  the  inclosed  Aooonnt.  All  of  them  eatable  and 
fit  for  immediate  use.  The  13  Head  of  Cattle  seized  I  took  from  a 
certain  Adam  Rickard,  a  noted  Drover  and  Dealer  in  Hard  Money, 
from  Cheater  County,  who  has  taken  the  greatest  Pains  to  represent 
our  Cause  and  the  Continental  Money  in  the  blackest  Dye  imaginable, 
io  order  to  dispose  of  the  Metal  he  was  dealing  in  to  the  greatest 
advantage  to  himself,  therefore,  was  very  glad  to  embrace  this  Oppor> 
tonity  to  cnrb  his  pernioioas  Designs  in  some  Measure. 

The  Cattle  fit  for  immediate  Use  are  exceedingly  scarce  and  hard 
to  be  had  under  the  Rale  Established  and  laid  down  in  the  Law, 
Bererthelessy  it  is  with  Pleasure  I  inform  your  Excellency  that  the 
whole  of  this  Drove,  (except  the  13}  I  procured  with  theGonaent  of 
the  Owners  without  Colour  of  Seizure ;  from  the  well  disposed  Pea* 
pie  out  of  affection  and  good  Will,  and  from  tbe  Disaffected  out  of 
Pear.  And  hope^  if  necessary,  to  be  able  in  about  10  or  12  Days  to 
send  about  40  or  50  more,  without  soouring  the  North  and  Soutli 
Mountains,  which  must  be  done  in  Case  of  any  farther  Demands. 

Tour  Excellency  will  please  to  observe  that  many  of  the  wealthy 
Meaonists  and  others  who  live  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Lancaster; 
Manheim  and  Conostogoe,  drive  Flocks  of  Cattle  over  the  Moan« 
tains  in  tbe  Spring  Season,  to  the  great  Distress  of  the  poor  Inhabi- 
tants ]  Those  Men  undoubtedly  have  them  to  spare,  otherwise  they 
would  keep  them  on  their  own  Farms,  and  thereforo  ought  to  be 
ttkeo  from  them  ;  but  this  can  not  be  done  without  the  Assistanoo 
of  10  or  12  Men  to  drive  them  together^  which  would  be  attended 
with  Extra  Charges.  Therefore  wait  your  Excellency's  particular 
lostructions  in  the  Premises. 

The  Expence  of  collecting  and  driving  the  Cattle  is  so' very  high, 
(being  out  of  money  and  shall  not  be  aUe  to  pay  for  the  Expence  of 
those  already  procured)  should  therefore  be  glad  that  some  Money 
would  be  sent  by  tbe  Bearer  to  defray  the  Charges^  otherwise  can 
send  no  more  Cattle. 

In  a  former  Letter  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  request 
me  to  have  my  old  Accounts,  as  Pay  Master,  in  Readines  for  a  Set- 
tlement ;  in  Answer  to  which  I  would  beg  Leave  to  mention  That 
my  Accounts  are  fully  settled,  excepting  Five  Thousand  Pounds, 
being  the  last  Monies  drawn  in  Consequence  of  an  Order  from  the 
Hon'ble  Council,  which  I  shall  settle  by  the  very  first  Opportunity^ 
finding  a  small  Ballance  doe  to 
Tour  Expellency's  most 

Obed't  humble  Servt., 

P.  MAR8TELLER. 
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Sir, 

The  inclofied  Acoonnfc  of  Porchssefl,  togetlier  witL  the  iBoidentai 
Charges  thereon,  at  first  View  may  appear  high,  bat  CoDstderiiig  the 
State  of  our  Money,  tbe  Scarcity  of  Beef  Cattle,  and  the  Inoonve* 
Bience  of  prooarmg  them,  I  flatter  my  self  of  having  Bought  thent 
veaaonabie,  they  being  of  Such  a  Sbe  and  Quality  rather  beyond  mj 
first  Bxpeotation.  The  whole  of  the  Charges  I  have  added  to  the 
Hour  of  SUrting  the  Cattle  for  Philad4.  The  Ezpence  from  thm 
place  down  cannot  be  ascertained  until  the  drovers  return. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  delivered  me  4  Head,  and  trying  to  get  more, 
and  means  to  deliver  me  Cattle  to  the  amount  of  the  Publie  Money 
be  imprudently  .made  use  of,  and  hopes  that  this  will,  in  some 
Measure,  Attone  for  his  former  Conduot,  when  he  shall  deliver  nee 
the  remainder  of  the  Cattle  I  shall  give  him  an  order  on  the  H. 
Council. 

Bespeeting  the  11  Head  of  Cattle  charged  in  the  same  of  Adaat 
Orth  ',  2  of  them  I  purchased  from  him,  1  was  my  own  property,  aod 
the  Bemaining  8  1  purchased  from  Sundry  Persons  at  the  prioea, 
making  in  the  whole  the  Actual  Frioe  Charged  in  the  account,  mnd 
gave  my  own  Cash  and  Notes  for  them,  as  they  belonged  to  such 
People  who  had  already  p*  their  Taxes,  and  did  not  ine^ne  to  take 
Certificates,  and  I  did  not  like  to  take  them  by  Seisure,  finding  the 
People  ready  to  sell  for  the  Money ;  Therefore,  hope  your  fixeel- 
lency  will  send  me,  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Weiser,  the  £4372  10,  and 
the  farther  Sum  of  £2000  for.Expenees  paid  and  Cash  advanced  to 
Mr.  Weiser  for  driving  the  Cattle  to  Philada.  Should  this  not  be 
done  I  cannot  attempt  procuring  any  more  Cattle,  as  1  hare  not  Money 
to  bear  my  Expenoes  one  day.  X  have  the  Honour  to  Subaciiba 
myself, 

Your  Excellency's  Very  Humble  Servt., 

P.  MABSTELLEB.* 

Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  President 


Pbss.  Bbbd  to  Govxknob  Lbb,  or  Maryland,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  very  interesting  &  alarming  Accounts  received  from  Camp, 
which  I  doubt  are  also  communicated  to  your  Excellency,  the  pres- 
sing Necessity  of  filling  up  the  Continental  Line  &  reserving  tbe 
various  Supplies  of  the  Country  for  immediate  publick  Use,  have 
induced  this  Board  to  lay  a  general  Embargo  on  all  Vessels.  Bat 
you  must  be  sensible,  Sir,  that  Precautions  of  this  Kind  fail  very 
much  of  the  desired  Effect  unless  there  is  aeoncnrrenoe  of  the  Neigh- 
bouring States.  The  Number  of  Men  who  have  set  out  immedittelj 
for  Baltimore  since  the  Embargo  has  been  laid  evince  the  Jostioe  of 
this  Bemark  &  make  it  my  Duty  to  request  your  Excellency  if  it  is 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  89». 
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ooQsistent  with  yonr  JudgmeDt  to  oo-opente  with  us  at  bo  oritioal 
a  JuQQtare.  The  Oirouoistaiioes  of  the  Port  are  snob  that  the 
Restriction  is  in  many  Respects  highly  inconyeoient  &  even  injurioua 
to  the  Merchants,  who  will,  therefore,  set  very  uneasy  under  it  if  they 
find  the  Benefits  proposed  eluded  by  open  Ports  elsewhere.  Should 
Cironmalanoes  change  so  as  to  obviate  the  Necessity  of  its  Contimi- 
ance  here  I  shall  oomokunicate  our  Proceedings  to  yonr  Ezceiry, 
with  all  Despatch,  it  appearing  to  us  that  the  general  Interest  will 
be  greatly  promoted  by  a  Harmony  of  Measures  at  this  Time. 
^  am,  iSIr,  with  much  respeot, 

Year  Ezoelly*  most  obed't 

&  very  H'Ue  Seryt  * 
Indorsed f 

1780,  June  16th,  To  Thomas  Sim  Lee,  G'  of  Maryland. 


C.  J.  McKeak  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

June,  16th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Herewith  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  will  receiye  a  copy  of 
the  record  of  Oonvietion  of  Daniel  Zuber.     His  confession  of  the 
crinie  wiherewith  be  was  charged  was  obtained  by  Justice  Hubly,  on 
a  promise  of  his  being  made  an  approver ;  this  Mr.  Hubly  acknow- 
ledged to  the  Judges  at  last  October  Sessions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
for  Lancaster  county,  and  interceded  with  the  Judges  in  his  behalf. 
The  man  Zuber  principally  charged  as  his  Seducer  is  Valentine 
Shockey,  at  the  head  of  the  Banditti  in  York  county,  who  debase  the 
Continental  Ourrency  by  counterfeits;  ae  he  lives  on  the  Maryland 
Line^  and  is  not  only  artful,  but  daring,  we  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  apprehend  him.     Zuber  would  be  intitled  to  the  benefit  of  Clergy, 
if  the  Court  proceeded  to  Sentence ;  but  as  we  were  informed  by  the 
Attorney  General,  that  Council  intended  to  pardon  him  after  he  was 
convicted,  we  bailed  him  until  the  next  sessions  of  General  Goal 
Delivery  at  Lancaster,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  procure 
his  pardon  in  the  meantime,  and  then  plead  it  m  stay  of  Judgment;  i 
if  we  had  proceeded  to  Sentence,  it  must  have  been  executed  imme- 
diately.    Upon  the  whole,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  that 
oonsidfering  all  the  circumstances  of  his  case,  it  would  tend  most  to  ' 
the  benefit  of  Government  that  he  should  be  pardoned. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yonr  Excellency's  and  the  Councils 

most  obedient  humble  Servant. 
4P  THO.  MoKEAN. 

l^irectedy 

HiB  Excellency  Joseph  Eeed,  Esqnire. 

«  See  Col.  Kec^  VoL  XXL,  p.  887. 
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David  Fobmak  to  Oskl.  WASHiNGTOir,  1780. 

(Copy.) 

Sir, 

Yesterday  afternoon  Three  Frigates  arrived  within  Sandy  Book. 
In  the  Evening  a  fourth  ship  of  War  rutfSn.  The  tory  report  of 
this  day  is,  that  Admical  Arbathnot  was  on  board. 

This  afternoon  a  large  Fleet  appeared  standing  for  Sandy  Hook. 
The  air  my  Intelligencer  says,  was  too  foggy  for  good  ofaeervatioD, 
but  that  before  sundown  he  counted  aizty-five  sail  of  Ships  of  War 
and  transports  distinctly — and  saw  a  number  more  in  the  offing. 
That  immediately  they  run  within  the  Hook  as  they  arrived. 

From  their  running  immediately  into  the  EU>ok  as  they  arrived,  it 
will  not  I  presume  admit  of  a  doubt  of  their  being  British  and  I 
think  it  is  very  likely  from  Carolina. 

By  day  light  I  will  myself  be  on  the  Highlands  of  Middle-town 

— from  that  place  some  time  in  the  day  (as  early  as  possible)  I  will 

do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  as  much  an 

account  of  the  Fleet,  as  can  be  got  from  observation  or  information. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Y'  Excellency's  Most  Obed.  8^ 

DAVID  FORMAN. 

Saturday  night  11  o'clock  17  Jane  1780. 
Directed, 

His  Exc'«y  Gen'».  Washington. 


Rbsolution  op  Congrbss,  1780. 

In  Congress  17th  June  1780. 
Whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  due  direction  of  public  aSurs  that 
the  Superintending  power  should  be  intimately  acquainted  with  tba 
measures  that  have  been  pursued  in  consequence  of  their  resolves  bj 
those  on  whom  from  the  nature  of  the  government  the  execution  of 
them  devolves,  And  whereas  it  is  equally  necessary  to  examine  the 
Bource  from  which  the  public  embarrassments  spring. 
.     Besolved,  That  the  United  States  from  New  hampshire  to  Sooth 
Carolina  inclusive  except  such  of  them  as  have  made  returns  of  their 
transactions  be  requested  ai  this  critical  conjuncture  to  inform  Con- 
gress with  the  utmost  expedition  what  measures  they  have  taken  in 
oonsequence  of  the  several  resolutionsi  a  list  of  which  is  hereooto 
annexed.* 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  See''. 

*  Bee  them  in  Colon.  Kec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  898. 
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.  Pr£8.  Bbep  to  Goii*  AnhVBy  1780. 

To  Col.  Atlee,  Lieatonaat  of  Laneaster  Gonu^. 

Sir, 

The-  interefltiog  &  alanning  AoGOuots  reoeivod  from  Gen.  Wash- 
ington oS  the  Progreae'  of  the  Enemj,  &  their  apparent  Intentions 
again  to  penetrate  the  Country  &  invade  this  State,  make  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to.forward  the  Kecruits  raised  under  the  new  Law 
idthoat  Loss  <^  Time.  Those  horn  your  Goanty,  under  this  Change 
of  Cireumstanoes,  are  to  be  forwarded  to  thia  City.  The  Eecrjits 
of  (his  City  &  County  are  sent  in  well  cloath'd,  which  we  hope  will 
l)e  the  Case  with  yours;  but  we  would  not  have  them  delayed  on 
this  Aoeonnt — ^Arms  &  AecontrementB  will  be  prepared  for  them 
here  or  at  Camp. 

Tour  Favours  of  the  6"  ft  10«*  Inst  *  are  duly  received. — ^The 
Number  of  Offieers  in  the  Continental  Service  will  not  make  it 
eligible  to  appoint  more  than  are  absolutely  necessary,  &  therefore 
no  Field  Officers  are  to  be  appointed<«-and  we  hope  these  will  reach 
you  in  Time  to  prevent  the  Commisaions  sent  you  being  filled  up. 
If  not,  we  would  wish  you  to  represent  to  those  Officers,  that  under 
the  great  Change  of  Circumstances,  if  they  will  waive  those  Appoint- 
m^^^  it  will  serve  the  Publick,  ft  we  will  cheerfally  pay  any 
Expences.  But  it  is  a  delicate  Point,  which  we  must  leave  you  to 
manage  in  the  best  Way  you  can.  At  all  Events  the  Men  must 
come  on  as  fast  as  possible.  Oen.  Washington's  Letters  are  as 
alanning  as  those  in' 1776,  &  have  operated  here  so  as  to  call  forth 
2  Classes  of  Militia — ft  lay  an  Embargo  on  the  Vessels ;  in  short, 
there  never  was  a  Time  when  Animation  &  Exertion  were  more 
neoeeaary. — Oooneil  have  confirmed  your  Appointment  of  M'  Good 
— #K  we'see  no  Difficulty  in  admitting  those  young  Men  you  describe 
to  take  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  to  qualify  them  for  the  Purposes  you 
meDtion.-^It  is  very  pleasing  to  us  to  see  sach  a  Disposition  in  the 
young  Men  growing  up.  Our  Clerk  forwarded  you  a  Recommendation 
oi  one  Adam  Ort,  of  Lebanon,  as  Collector  of  the  outstanding  Fines 
— ^Yoa  will  observe  by  the  Law  the  new  Lieutenant  or  Sub  Lieu- 
tenants are  appointed  to  this  Duty,  but  it  appears  to  us,  that  an 
Authority  derived  from  us  will  have  more  Weight  &  be  easier  to  the 
new  Offieers.  Your  Appointment  acdord'ng  to  the  Recommendation 
may  be  proper  ft  Necessary. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obed. 

ft  very  Hbble.  Sert. 

P.  8. — We  also  send  you  inclosed  Orders  from  the  Board  of  War 
to  those  Commtssaries  ft  Q'  Masters  to  accommodate  the  new  Recruits; 
it  we  would  wish  that  one  of  the  Sub  Lieutenants,  or  other  suitable 

*  See  page  805. 
Vol.  VIIL— 15 
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Persons  appointed  by  jon,  should  oondaot  them  down  &  deUver 
them  heroi  as  Care  most  be  taken  to  prerent  Desertion. 
Indoned, 
1780j  Jane  17th.    To  Oolonel  Samoel  J.  Atlee. 


Pees.  Bbbd  to  John  Mctohell,  1780. 

Sir, 

As  we  are  called  npon  by  the  Oommittee  of  Congress  at  Gamp  for 
Horses,  we  took  it  for  granted  they  were  to  be  delivered  to  the  Q' 
M'  Gen^  or  his  ^Deputies,  &  that  on  snoh  Delivery  suitable  Receipts 
would  be  given:  we  cannot  think  Mr.  Bigham's  Receipt  by  any 
means  sufl^oient  or  proper  to  foond  a  Charge  thereupon  ag^  the 
United  States — When,  therefore,  Mr.  Armstrong  presents  the  List 
with  the  Prices  affixed,  we  shall  expect  that  an  official  Receipt  be 
given.  Qen.  Washington  has,  in  his  Letters,  directed  the  Delivery 
of  these  Articles  to  the  Q^  M'  Gen.^  &  Gen.  Greene,  when  in  Town 
gave  your  Name  as  one  of  those  to  whom  Delivery  was  to  be  made. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  Obed. 

&  very  Hbbl.  Servt. 

Indorsed,  ^ 

June  17th,  1780. 


Note  kemibs  au  Congbes,  us  18  Jon  1780. 

Le  Mimstre  de  France  soussign^  a  4t^  t^moin  des  efforts  que  k 
Congr^  a  faits  pour  mettre  le  G^n^ral  en  chef  en  ^tat  de  commencer 
glorieusement  la  campague ;  il  est  convaincu  du  zdle  dont  tons  lea 
membres  qui  le  composent  sont  animds  et  si  Tarm^e  n'a  jusqu'^  ce 
moment  reyu  aucune  des  augmentations,  annonc^  d^  le  mois  de 
Janvier  d*".  il  est  persuade  que  le  Congr^  est  vivement  pein^  de  oes 
d^lais  et  desire  sinc^rement  de  pr^venir  les  consequences  fuiheuaefl 
qu'ils  peuvent  avoir.  Le  soussign^  n'a  cess^  depuis  le  commence- 
ment de  cette  ann^  de  faire  les  representations  les  plus  pressantes 
k  cet  egard  et  toutes  les  reponses  qu^il  a  revues  tendoient  h  I'assarer 
que  les  arrangemens  annoncds  recevroient  leur  entire  execution  aa 
commencement  de  ce  mois.  Aujourd'hui  que  h  terme  fix^  pour 
mettre  TArm^e  sur  un  pied  respectable  est  ecouie  et  qu'il  n'est  que 
trop  certain  que  les  recrues  demand^es  il  y  a  quatre  ou  cinq  mois 
ne  sont  point  arriv^es;  il  prie  instament  le  Congr^  de  youloir  bien 
s'occuper  immediatement  de  leur  envoy  et  de  raocomplisscment  de 
ses  promesses.  Le  Roi  d'apr^  les  assurances  posiUves  qu'il  a  revues 
ne  doute  aucuuement  que  VAmUe  AmSricaine  ne  8oit  actudlemeni 
forte  de  25000  homme$  non  compris  les  ojfficiers  a^ant  Communon 
et  qu'eUe  ne  toU  en  ce  mameiU  en  etat  d^entreprendre  lee  opirations 
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cffennves  Je$  plu»  vigoureuseg  eontre  let  ennemis  dam  tons  le$  pottei 
gu'iU  oceupent  iur  le  territoire  des  Eiat  unis,  Le  Gongr^  en  don- 
naat  een  aasurances  a  exprim^  d'une  mani^re  pressante  le  d^ir 
qu'tme  Escadre  Franyoise  pfkt  faciliter  les  operations  des  troupes  de 
terre.  Le  Roi  s'esfc  empress^  k  repondre  anz  voeux  des  treize  JBltats. 
LeuTS  assnranoes  sont  la  baze  des  mesures  que  S.  M.  a  prises ;  nne 
Bsoadre  est  sor  le  p<»nt  d'arriver  et  lea  g^n^rauz  Fran9ois  s'atten- 
dent  k  trouver  des  forces  respectables  pretes  k  entrer  en  action.  Si 
an  moment  de  leur  arriv^e  ils  sont  deponrrib  dn  conconrs  snr  leqael 
lis  ont  dii  compter,  le  moment  le  plus  pr^ienz  ponr  op^rer  sera  perdu, 
Tennemi  anra  le  terns  de  prendre  les  mesures  n^essaires  pour  sa 
defense  et  pent  toe  de  reeevoir  des  renforts,  I'ardeur  du  Soldat 
s'eteindra  dans  I'inaction  et  cette  lenteur  fera  perdre  le  fruit  d'une 
eampagne  qu'on  eut  ^t^  sfb*  de  rendre  de  la  plus  grande  utility  h  la 
eanse  commune  et  pent  ^tre  d^isive  en  y  mettant  la  cel^rit^  et 
I'actiyite  convenable. 

La  n^oessitd  de  completer  TArm^  6tant  m&nifeste,  le  Soussign^ 
ne  donte  pas  que  le  Gongr^  autant  par  la  consideration  de  Finterdt 
public  que  ponr  sa  propre  gloire  et  rex^cution  de  ses  promesses  ne 
prenne  dha  ce  moment  pour  y  parvenir  des  mesures  plus  e£Bcaces  que 
oelles  dont  on  a  us^-  jusqu'k*  ce  jour.  H  esp^re  aussi  qu'on  fera 
d'avanoe  les  dispositions  propres  k  maintenir  constament  le  nombre 
annopce  pendant  la  durde  de  la  eampagne,  et  il  prend  la  liberty  de 
leeommander  Element  oet  objet  important  it  la  Consideration  du 
Congres.  Le  Ministre  de  France  conyaincu  du  z^le  dont  cette 
Assembiee  est  animee  pour  le  bien  public  ainsi  que  de  sa  sagesse  et 
de  sa  pradence  esp^re  qu'eDe  ne  yerra  dans  ses  i^epresentations  qu'une 
noayelle  prenve  de  son  attacbement  k  la  cause  commune,  qu'elle  lui 
saura  gr^  de  la  franebise  avec  laquelle  il  s'explique  sur  une  matiero 
aussi  importante  et  qu'elle  voudra  bien  le  mettre  en  etat  de  faire 
parrenir  k  sa  Cour  dee  details  satisfaisans  toucbant  Texecution  dee 
aaeoranoes  qu'il  lui  a  transmises  d^s  le  mois  de  JauT'.  d'. 

Philadelpbiele  18  Juin  1780. 


GoL.  Sam'l  J.  AiiiBB  TO  Pres.  Bbed,  1780. 

Pequea,  Jane  18lh,  1780. 
Sir^ 

The  Recommendation  of  Adam  Ort  as  Collector  of  the  outstand- 
ing Fines  has  been  rec'  together  with  your  Excellencies  Letter  of 
the  W^  Inst. 

My  sentiments  with  respect  to  the  Business  of  the  old  Department 
have  been  fully  communicated  to  Gouncill,  I  mnst  still  continue  to 
deoline  having  any  thinjg  to  do  in  the  matter. 

I  am  very  glad  to  find  Councill  have  somebody  in  view :  Ort  I  belicyo 
to  be  a  yery  good  man^  but  fear  will  not  have  the  Resolution  that 
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will  be  Ibond  necessary  for  tbe  efeotual  proBecvtioa  of  Uiat  ardiuRift 
l!ask.  I  hope  however  he  will  perform  better  than  I  apprehend ; 
At  any  Bate  the  Basmesa  mudt  have  a  Beginniogy  and  unleae  proor 
secuted  with  vigour  will  answer  very  little  Purpose. 

The  aecouniB  from  the  General  are  truly  alarmings  bnt  trust  the 
Spirit  of  Uie  people  which  seems  to  bo  rousing  a»  da^r  appreaehes, 
will  convince  our  Bnemiea  that  thia  State  is  BOt  bo  invaded  with 
impunity. 

I  am  using  my  utmost  Industry  for  the  collecting  tbe  BoeciiilSi 
and  hope  in  a  very  few  Days  to  be  able  agreeable  to  the  Bequest  of 
Councill  to  send  off  the  greatest  part  of  (hose  4emand'd  from  ibis 
County,  such  as  I  have  y^tt  reeeived  are  exoee(Hng  good  men, 
promise  myself  the  Bemainder  will  be  equally  bo. 

The  Bout  of  these  Troop  being  altered  from  the  Change  of  eircm- 
stances,  I  fear  will  cause  some  uneasiness  in  vaany  of  tbeaa  partieii- 
larly  those  from  the  upper  District ;  who  apprehended  they  woe 
destined  to  sucour  their  Neighbourhood  upon  tbe  FrontiOTS. 

I  shou'd  be  glad  one  company  at  l^ast  couM  be  spared  for  that 
purpose,  as  I  have  lately  assured  Col.  Hunter,  that  I  hope  ahorlly  to 
find  him  some  relief. 

I  had  appointed  but  one  Ensign  before  I  rec*  yonr  ExoelleBoeys 
Letter,  to  receive  and  draw  f<»  the  Beeruits  as  they  should  arrive  it 
Lancaateri  I  shall  order  him  as  one  to  conduct  them  to  Pkiladelphia, 
where  you  may  either  prevail  upon  him  to  relinqoish  or  eentiiuie  him 
at  your  pleasure. 

JTour  Clerk  I  ^>prehend  thr'o  mistake  instead  of  tbe  Board  <rf 
Wars  orders  for  Lanaaster,  inclosed  me  the  order  for  Nortiampton 
upon  the  Commissaries  &  Quarter  Masters.  I  must  endeavoor  to 
rectify  it  in  my  Instructions  to  the  Officers  who  shall  have  the 
Charge  of  the  Beeruits. 

I  thank  Councill  for  the  Confirmation  of  Mr.  Good's  appoiutnent, 
and  shall  be  glad  the  Clerk  will  forward  me  his  CommissiQii. 
I  am  your  Exoellencys 

most  ob^  and  very  Hble  Serv* 

SAM'L  J.  ATLEE. 
I}ireciedf 
On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Szeellenoy  Joseph  Bccd,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Slate 
of  Pennsylvania. 
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CaXMiTX£B  OF  C0N^BB66   AT  t!AllP  TO  P&S&  ReK),   1720. 

(Circular.) 

Morris  Town,  June  19th.  1780. 

We  itidoM  yoa  a  copy  of  Gen'  Washingtons  letter  to  ns  of  tliia  day. 

We  kftve  in  onr  former  letters  dwelt  so  forcibly  on  the  several 
UMtterB  contained  in  the  Oenerab  letter  that  it  is  now  become  almost 
nnneeeesary  for  ns  to  say  any  thing  more  on  them.  But  when  we  con- 
rider  the  season  for  openrtion  wears  fast  away^  the  small  force  we  dow 
hmve  in  the  field  being  still  fed  in  a  scanty  and  uncertain  manner,  the 
faomrly  eneetalion  of  the  Fleet  &  Army  of  our  ally  on  onr  coast  and 
t^at  the  Commander  in  Chief  as  well  as  ourselves,  are  •as  yet  totally 
uciofoniied  what  are  to  be  onr  expectations,  on  the  subject  of  our 
fonner  letters.  Be  assnred^sir,  we  feel  an  anxiety  congenial  mih  his, 
yon  will  ^erefore  we  are  persuaded  pardon  us  for  being  thus  solici- 
tooa,  when  we  again  intreat  yon  in  the  most  urgent  manner  to  use 
erery  exertien  in  yoor  power  to  engage  your  state,  to  a  speedy  & 
decisive  eotnplyance  with  our  former  requisitions.  The  two  points 
ire  would  wirii  to  impress  most  forcibly  on  yonrs  and  the  minds  of 
ike  Legisbture  of  your  state  are  immediately  forwarding  your  quota 
of  tro<^  necessary  to  compleat  your  Battallions  in  the  Continental 
Army,  and  of  supplies  of  provision,  agreeable  to  the  estimates 
ineloeed  yon  in  your  letter  of  the  *Ins*  at  the  same  time  we  would 
not  wiak  yon  to  oonsider,  any  part  of  onr  former  requisition  as  be- 
come in  the  least  degree  unnecessary.  On  the  contrary  we  are  n^re 
-itrongly  eonTinoed,  wat  they  are  already  as  small  as  the  important 
objeete  in  view,  can  possibly  admit  of.  We  only  mention  the  two  first, 
as  the  most  imntedtatefy  and  tndespennbly  necessary  for,  reinforced 
as  the  enemy  now  are  by  the  return  of  their  troops  from  the  reduc- 
tion of  Charles  Town,  we  momently  expect  an  attack  will  be  made 
en  onr  weidc  and  almost  remstless  army.  Should  this  event  happen 
whilst  in  this  State  we  seriously  dread  the  result. 

From  the  well  known  inde&tigable  attention  of  jonr  State  to  the 
irelfare  of  the  United  states  we  cannot  entertain  a  aonbt  of  its  exer- 
tions at  this  intereatin|[^  4X>j^«Betnr^  and  we  most  earnestly  intreat 
yon  to  give  ns  the  earliest  information  of  the  final  determinations  of 
your  State  on  the  subjects  of  this  and  our  former  letters. 

We  take  the  Liberty  of  again  callingyonr  attention  to  the  urgent 
necesJBity  of  forwarding  the  flonr  to  West  point.  The  reasons  for 
this  pressing  call  are  fully  oontainM  in  our  letter  of  the  Inst.|  to 
which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  yon. 

We  are  sir,  with  the  highest  respect, 

<    your  most  obed*  senr., 

JNO.  MATTHEWS. 
NATH.  PBABODY. 

Du'ectedj—To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Ssqr. 

•  12th?  See  page,  815. 
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.  Qas.  Washington  to  Oommittbb  op  Congrbss,  1T80. 

Head  quarters,  Springfield,  June  19fch,  1780. 
OeDtlemen, 

From  the  vast  importance  of  the  thing,  I  hoped  that  I  ahoald  have 
been  informed  before  thiff  of  the  measures  wluch  th^^seTeral  Slates 
meant  to  adopt  in  consequence  of  your  Ute  requisitions;  bat  as  I 
have  not,  I  am  certain  you  are  unadvised  yourseivess  and  have  only 
to  lament  with  you,  the  delay.  This  is  a  point  of  primary  conse- 
quence. We  are  now  arrived  at  the  period  when  we  may  momently 
expect  the  fleet  from  France.  For  want  of  information  it  has  been 
impossible  for  me  to  digest  a  system  of  oo-operation.  I  have  no 
data  on  which  to  proceed — ^and»  of  course  were  the  armament  to 
come,  I  should  find  myself  in  the  most  delicate,  embarrassing  and 
cruel  situation.  The  french  commanders,  from  the  relation  in  which 
I  stand,  the  instant  they  reach  our  coast  will  look  to  me  for  a  phin 
of  the  measures  to  be  pursued,  and  I  ought,  of  right,  to  have  one 
prepared.  But  I  cannot  even  eive  them  conjectures.  The  interest 
of  the  states,  the  reputation  of  their  councilc^  the  justice  and.grat^ 
tude  due  our  allies,  a  regard  for  my  own  character,  all  demand  that 
I  should,  without  delay,  be  enabled  to  ascertain  and  inform  them 
what  we  can,  or  what  we  cannot  undertake.  Besides,  there  is  a  point 
now  to  be  determined,  on  which  the  success  of  all  our  future  opers- 
tions  may  turn,  which  for  want  of  knowing  our  prospects  I  am 
altogether  at  a  loss  what  to  do  in. 

To  avoid  involving  the  Fleet  and  Army  of  our  allies  in  curcum- 
stances  which  if  not  seconded  by  us  would  expose  them  to  material 
inconvenience  and  hazard,  I  shidl  be  obliged  to  suspend  a  step,  the 
delay  of  which  may  be  fEital  to  our  hopes.  I  therefore  beg  leave  to 
Bugffcst  to  the  committee  the  indispensible  necessity  of  writing  agaia 
to  tne  different  states,  urging  them  to  give  immediate  and  precise 
information  of  the  measures  they  have  taken,  the  suoo^ss  they  have 
had,  and  the  probable  result  of  them. 
I  have  the  Jionor  to  be, 

with  great  respeot  Js  esteem.  Gentlemen, 

your  most  ob*  &  hum*"  serv*, 

G»  WASHINGTON. 

(Copy.) 

Dtreded, 
Honble  Committee  of  Go-operation. 
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Ibaao  Roach  to  Prxa*  Brbd^  1780.. 

Sir, 

IdcIos'  yon  have  a  List  of  the  Pri8Q)ien  names  Taken  bj  me  In 
the  Belawar  bay  On  the  26th  of  May  last. 

Prisoners  Names. 
Thomas  JameS;  Priie  M'. 
John  fiobinsoni 
John  Farris, 
W-  Han. 
I  am  Sir,  your  Honr*  most 

Obedient  &  very  Hambl.  Serv^ 

ISAAC  ROACH. 
Jnne  19th,  1780. 

Direetedf  / 

The  Hon"  W-  More,  Esqr.,  Vice  President. 


Gbn.  Washington  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Head  Qoarters, 
Springfield,  June  19th,  1780. 
jy  Sir, 

The  arrival  of  Admiral  Arbutbnot  at  New  York  with  a  fleet  of 
from  sixty  to  seventy  sail  said  to  contain  a  part  of  tho  Southern 
army  is  an  additional  motive  for  extraordinary  exertions  at  this  junc- 
ture. West  Point  is  far  from  being  in  security.  Our  stores  and 
baggage  in  this  State  are  almost  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  if  they 
advance  in  force.  A  great  proportion  of  the  Jersey  teams  are  in 
service,  and  they  are  quite  inadequate  to  the  exigenoy. — We  are 
therefore  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  yonr  State  and  to  solicit  the  aid 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  teams,  as  expeditiously  as  they  can  be  col- 
lected ;  thoie  obtained  in  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks  and 
Chester,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  More  Foreman,  at  Trenton ;  those 
procared  in  the  upper  counties  to  take  in  loads  of  flour,  if  ready,  and 
proceed  directly  by  Easton  to  the  North  River. 

It  were  much  to  be  wished  that  the  teams  now  furnished  may  go 
to  the  account  of  those  required  by  the  Committee,  but  if  they  cannot 
be  drawn  out  with  sufficient  expedition  in  the  proper  proportion  for 
this  purpose,  they  may  return  after  performing  the  present  Service, 
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'tm  a  further  arrangement  can  taft  place  for  the  demands  of  the 
campaign,  for  supplying  which,  however,  the  period  is  arrived.'*' 
^I  have  the  honor  to  he 

with  the  greatest  respect 
jfonr  Excellency's 

most  obedient  servant, 

G*  WASHINGTON. 
Directed^ 
Public  service. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Heed,  Pensylvania. 
The  Express,  the  bearer  of  this,  is  to  ride  night  and  day  k  should 
he  be  in  want  of  a  fresh  horse  all  Q.  M**  &  other  well  wishers  to  the 
independence  of  America  are  hereby  requested  to  furnish  him  with 
such  horses  as  will  answer  the  purpose  of  forwarding  this  Letter. 
Bj  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

BENJ«  BROWN,  Ass  D.  Q.  M.  O. 


Secretary  of  Conqress  to  Pres.  Bebd,  1J80. 

(Circular.) 

Secretary's  Office,  Jane  20th,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  commissions  to  private  armed  vessels  of  war  were  heretofore 
ordered  to  be  attested  by  the  Secretary  of  Congress.  But  upon 
establishing  a  board  of  admiralty  it  was  judged  proper  that  tbej 
should  issue  from  that  board  and  be  attested  by  their  Secretary. 
Accordingly  on  the  2d  of  Mav  last,  having  made  some  alterations  in 
the  form  of  the  commission,  bond  and  instructions  for  commandea 
of  private  armed  vessels  of  war,  Congress  passed  the  following 
resolutions: 

''  Resolved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  empowered  and 
directed  to  cause  to  be  printed  so  many  copies  of  the  said  forms  as 
they  shall  judge  necessary. 

''  That  the  President  transmit  to  the  Governors  or  Presidents  of 
the  respective  States  so  many  copies  of  the  said  forms  as  the  board 
of  admiralty  shall  adrise.^' 

Yon  will  therefore  please  for  the  future  to  apply  to  the  Board  ai 
Admiralty  for  the  commissions,  bonds,  &c.,  which  maj^  be  wanted 
in  your  State,  and  transmit  to  the  said  board  the  bonds  given  bj 
the  commanders  to  be  lodged  in  this  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  obedient  hum.  serv*, 

CHA.  THOMSON.f 

His  Excell'  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XTI.,  p.  894. 
t  See  CoL  Reo.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  890. 
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Col.  Lud.  Wbltnbb  to  Pres.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Sir, 

An  Indian  Prisoner  was  taken  about  ten  Days  ago  by  one  of 
ibe  Inbabitants  abont  ten  Miles  np  tbe  Nortb  Branch  a^d  eon* 
dneted  to  Sanbary  Jail.  Abont  the  same  time  Mr.  Lewis  was 
lull'd  in  his  own  Honse^  npon  the  Road  leading  from  Sunbory  to 
Reading,  being  abont  seTen  Miles  from  Town.  Mr.  Carrey  was 
shot  off  his  Horse  abont  seven  Miles  np  the  North  Branch,  and  his 
Wife  taken  prisoner,  who  was  in  Company  with  him,  bat  the  first 
Night  being  yery  rainy,  took  the  opportunity  of  making  her  Estepa 
and  oame  in  the  next  Morning.  There  was  bnl  two  Indians  she 
informs  me,  thai  they  had  used  her  very  Kind.  It  appears  to  me 
that  there  is  not  many  on  our  Frontiers  at  present,  as  my  Scouts 
in  Company  with  some  Yolanteers  is  reconnoitring  all  the  Country 
for  for^  Miles  np,  from  the  North  to  the  West  Bnmeh,  and  made 
bat  little  Discoveries.  One  Officer  and  Avq  Yolanteers  went  up 
the  Waters  of  the  West  Branch  better  than  one  hundred  Miles ; 
they  discovered  nothing  bat  old  Encampments  android.  Indian 
Tracks.  I  often  reconnoitre  my  Out  Posts,  and  shall  go  to  morrow 
again  to  see  what  Discoveries  I  can  make ;  five  or  six  Gentleman  in 
this  Town  and  two  of  my  Officers  are  eoounonly  my  Esoorts  as 
Yolanteers. 

Although  I  can  content  myself  very  well,  yet  it  is  highly  disa- 
greeable for  a  man,  who  has  always  been  generous  in  his  own  House, 
and  DOW  when  he  serves  his  Country  with  every  Nerve  in  his  Body, 
most  after  a  Fatigue  of  two  or  three  Days,  and  those  Gentlemen  who 
suffered  the  same  must  then  go  home  without  any  Refreshment  from 
me,  as  this  Place  has  not  afforded  a  Drop  of  good  Liquor  sinoe  the 
Beginning  of  March  last.  This  makes  a  Commanding  Officer  look 
little  at  the  Poet  where  he  is  Kept  so  poor  and  other  Gentlemen 
before  him  were  used  in  another  Manner,  which  I  was  often  obliged 
to  hear  here.  Tour  Skcellency  will  excuse  my  stile — I  do  not 
mean  to  complain  (only  to  acquaint)  how  I  live  here  and  how  happy 
I  formerly  lived  when  in  the  Main  Army  well  esteemed  by  tbe 
Commander  in  Chief  and  a  Number  of  valuable  officers,  and  now 
deprived  of  their  Company  and  other  Benefits  of  Discipline,  which  I 
often  think  hard;  but  all  this  shall  not  make  my  Spirits  sink  with- 
out my  life  sinks  with  it.  . 

On  aeoount  of  the  Provisions  t  thought  proper  to  acquaint  your 
Ezeelleocy  that  no  Betums  go  to  the  issueing  Store  but  are  sign'd 
by  my  Name,  and  in  my  Absence  by  the  commandmg  Offieet 
(excepting  the  continental  Staff.)    The  Bearer  Mr.  Edes  can  give  a 

15*  '. 
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better  Aoooont  of  oar  Sitiiation  than  I  oan  inform  your  EzeeUeoey 
in  writing. 

I  am  with  doe  Beif^eet 

joor  Ezocllenoj's  most 

obedient  and  homble  Servant, 
LUD.  WELTNKB,  Lt  Col. 

Command'g  G.  Regm^ 
NorOiamb*,  June  20«',  1780.  I 

DirteUdy    ■ 
Hit  Ezeellency  Joseph  Reed,  President,  Philadelphm.  « 

^  ftivor  of  Mr.  Rees. 


NiraoLAB  LuTZ  TO  Pbss.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Beading,  20th  June,  1780. 
Honored  Sir, 

The  great  difficulty  in  proouring  Persons  to  Assnt  in  ooHecting  ft 
driving  Cattle  &o.,  without  Money  to  pay  them  down,  has  Utberto 
much  retarded  me  in  furnishing  the  Supplies  which  I  ezpeoted  to 
have  done  by  this  time,  had  I  Money  to  pay  persons  for  Assisting, 
&  defraying  the  Necessary  expenses  Consequently  accruing  on  that 
branoh  of  business :  which  mroumstances  lays  me  under  the  disagree- 
able necessity  of  making  a  second  application  to  you  for  Gash,  or 
an  Order  on  the  County  Treasurer  for  such  a  Sum  as  you  may  think 
Adequate  for  the  above  purnoees :  without  which,  I  must  with  Be- 
luotance  acquaint  you,  that  I  will  not  be  able  to  procure  many  more 
Cattle,  nor  perhaps  get  those  I  already  have  on  hand  to  Phtlad*. 

I  would  be  exceeding  QIad  you  could  comply  with  the  ahove 
request,  you  will  please  be  so  kind  as  to  Honour  me  with  a  line  bj 
the  return  of  the  Post,  or  as  soon  as  convenient. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  Ezoellenoys 

SMMt  Obed^  Humu*  Servant, 

NICHOLAS  LUTZ. 
JDireoledj 
His  fixoellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 


Ghas.  Psttit  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Philaddphia,  20  June,  1780. 
Sir, 

1  havn  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  hereto,  the  Draught  of  Congren 
on  Your  Excellency  ft  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania  for  250  000 
Dollars,  on  which  I  am  to  request  your  order  for  payment 
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Yon  iriU  o1»eiireihi8  Bmoght  k  potiBidiaij  loieDded  to  mM% 
Col  John  Dam  to  ooe^  vith  oertaia  Special  Oontraota  mado  for 
tfie  poUio  fiervMOy  aod  I  belfeye  ordfln  on  the  Oomity  Treasnrere 
weslwaard  of  &B(|«ehBiinsli  would  answir  the  purpoee,  partMQiarly 
ihofle^if  Cvffiberiand  ft  Yodc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  Serv*, 

CHA.   PETTir, 

A.  Q.  M.  OeaL^ 
D^ecUdj 

His  SceeUeney  Joseph  Reed;  Esq.,  PreeideBt  of  the  State  of 
femujlnnia. 


Prbs.  dp  Oongrbss  to  Prbs.  Beed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  June  21,  1780. 

Circular. 
Sir, 

Congress  have  at  different  Periods  reoommended  Mcasores,  which 
they  deemed  essentially  necessary  to  the  pnbHo  Good. 

They  now  request,  of  those  States  which  have  not  made  returns  to 
Congress  of  their  Transactions  in  that  respect,  the  most  expeditious 
Information  of  the  Measures  they  have  taken  in  Consequence  of  the 
several  Resolutions,  a  list  of  which  is  annexed  to  the  enclosed  Act 
of  the  17"^  Instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect, 

your  Exoell/s  most  hbble  Sort., 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Premdent. 

Directed, 

His  £!xc'y  Presid*  Reed. 


Board  op  War  to   Pres.  Reed,  17^0. 

War  Office,  June  21, 1780. 

Sir, 

There  are  dispersed  thro'  the  States,  but  principally  in  this  State,^ 
many  prisoners  of  war,  part  of  them,  both  British  ft  German,  but 
more  of  the  latter;  had  license  from  this  board  to  work  with  the 
farmers  and  others  in  the  country  during  the  last  winter,  wh^n  if 
was  difficult  to  maintain  them  at  this  post:  All  these  have  some 
time  since  been  ordered  into  confinement ;  but  the  people  who  hay0 

»  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XlL,  p.  8«w 
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had  the  beaefit  of  their  Bernees  mre  unwiUing,  k  delay  to  delifcr 
them.  Oiher  priaonen  have  eseaped  from  their  places  of  oonfine- 
ment,  and  are  aoattered  thro'  the  oountryy  where  some  of  lima 
dottbtlefla  mean  to  fix  their  abode;  others  are  working  along  from 
town  to  town  till  they  shall  find  opportunities  of  getting  into  New 
York.  Many  haye  very  improperly  been  allowed  by  the  magistrates 
to  take  .Uie  oaths  of  all^anoe,  &  others  have  passports  or  cerkafieatos 
(some  tme  &  some  counterfeit)  by  means  of  which  they  are  enabled 
to  pursue  their  designs  unmolested. 

As  your  Excellency  expressed  a  readiness  to  give  orders  to  the 
lieutenants  of  the  counties  to  apprehend  all  such  prisonen^jre 
thought  it  best  to  communicate  the  above  mentioned  fiaiotB  &  cinsam- 
stances ;  and  to  inform  yoU|  that  there  are  no  prisoners  oot  of  eos- 
finementy  with  our  consent,  exoept  officers  on  parole-— the  servants 
of  such  officers  actually  attached  to  their  persons^  &  for  whom  the 
officers  have  respectively  given  their  paroles.  All  others,  whether 
they  were  of  Burgoyne's  army  or  absolute  prisoners  of  war,  we  wish 
may  be  taken  up  and  confined  in  the  nearest  goals  (where  these  an 
sufficiently  strong)  or  brought  to  the  New  Goal  in  this  city;  as  shall 
be  most  convenient.  And  your  Excellency  will  ereatly  oblige  qb  as 
well  as  do  an  important  public  service,  by  issuing  the  necessary  orders 
for  that  purpose.  Any  necessary  expenses  occasioned  by  the  ezeca- 
fion  of  such  orders,  it  appears  to  us  will  be  a  proper  charge  against 
the  United  States. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

very  respectfully, 
your  Excellency's 
most  obedt.  Servants, 
"*  In  behalf  &  by  order  of  y*  board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 


Col.  Jacob  Morqan  to  Prss,  Bebd,  1780. 

Reading,  21st  June,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  Excellency's  orders  of  the  ,Day  of  Juno  for  pro- 
curing  two  Volunteers  ffoin  each  Company  of  Militia  to  be  officered 
with  one  Captain  two  lieuts.  and  two  Ensigns  agreeable  to  Said 
order  the  greater  part  of  the  Men  are  procured  with  expectation  of 
their  being  ordered  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers,  which  are  at 
present  in  a  defenceless  situation  and  Hourly  exposed  to  the  ravages 
of  the  Indians. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  BxpeDenoy's  second  order  of  the  14tli, 
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Insianl  I  ooUeotod  those  men  already  inlisted  and  am  exertinff  m  j- 
Belf  in  having  the  rest  procored,  bat  being  made  aeqaainted  with 
their  destination's  being  changed  there  is  great  nneasioess  amongst 
them.  Nnmbera  of  them  Linoff  on  the  Frontiers  are  anxions  to 
contmne  for  the  defence  of  their  property  which  they  consider  at 
present  mnch  indangered. 

If  yonr  Excellency  does  not  think  it  injorionSy  I  could  wish  that 
the  original  intent  (as  to  the  destination  of  the  Troops)  may  be  com- 
plied with,  as  rm  convinced  there^  will  be  great  disconteit 
amongst  them,  ft  retard  my  procnring  the  residne.  Bat  if  yonr 
En»llenqy  shoold  think  proper  to  have  them  marched  to  the  army 
yon'U  please  to  inform  me  whether  I  am  still  to  comply  with  that 
part  of  the  first  orders  which  directs  my  appointing  of  officers,  as 
the  last  orders  seem  to  imply  that  they  are  not  to  be  officered  in 
the  Gonnty. 

I  am  Sir,  yonr  Exccllencys, 

most  Humb.  and  most  obet  servt. 

JACOB  MORGAN,  Lt  B.  Gonnty. 
Dirtctteij 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Goancil  Philadelphia. 


ImntucrnoKS  to  this  Aobnts  for  tqe  Sale  ov  Cokfis- 
CATED  Estates,  1780. 

1.  Ton  are  to  inform  the  Bidders  that  specie  k  the  State  Money 
issned  last  March  will  be  taken  in  payment  as  such;  viz.  at  the 
Exchange  of  60  for  one. 

2.  These  Lands  being  sold  as  will  to  raise  Money  for  theState  as  to 
create  a  Fund  for  the  Support  of  the  Univeruty.  Three  fourths  of 
the  Money  to  be  paid  according  to  the  Terms  of  sale,  ft  the  Remaioh 
ing  fourth  to  be  left  in  the  Hands  of  the  Purchaser  on  the  following 
Terms,,  viz.  The  Exchange  to  be  fixed  as  abOYCi  k  the  Interest 
accr^iDg  at  6  ^  ct.  to  be  a  charge  on  the  Land  payable  in  Wheat  at 
Ten  Shillings  ^  Bushel,  The  Wheat  to  be  delivered  half  yearly  at 
the  publick  Market  Place  in  Phikd.  or  in  Cash  at  the  current  Irice 
at  the  Election  of  the  Trustees  of  the  University.  The  same  sub- 
ject  to  be  purchased  off  at  any  Time  after  3  Years  k  within  10  Yean, 
snch  Purdiaser  paying  15  Years  purchase  Money. 

8.  The  Orops  in  the  Ground  not  to  pass  with  the  Land. 
Indorsed,  • 
Jane  21, 1780. 
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Nav7  Boabb  so  Pr8S*  Bsbd,  1780. 

Htvy  Bottitl  midl.  diita.        • 

Phik.  JuM  21it  1780. 

The  honorable  the  oommiBsioners  of  the  AdmiciUij  have  dirMtoi 

tbb  board  to  tdl  by  pubHok  aaetioB  fiTO  negro  Slaves  hde^mg  to 

.(the  ooniinentai  wnned  sloop  Weit-Borida.    We  haTO  therefive  to 

veqaeat  year  ezcellenoy  wiU  grant  peimiaBioD,  and  authorize  4he 

Motioiieer  for  that  fmrpoae. 

We  are  your  ezoellenoy^B; 

most  obedient  seryants, 

WILLIAM  WINDBB, 
JAMES  READ, 
Directed 

His  Ezcellenoy  Joseph  Reed  Esq.  president  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


BSSOLUTION  OF  CONOESSS,  1780. 

In  Congress,  Jane  21st,  1780. 

Whereas  Congress  did  in  the  Behalf  of  the  United  States  assure 
his  most  Christian  Majesty  by  their  act  of  the  8  let  of  Jan'j  laat  diat 
they  we'd  bring  into  the  field  25,000  effective  Men  ezolosi^e  of 
Officers,  &  at  the  same  time  solicit  a  naval  force  to  cooperate  against 
the  eommon  Enemy.  And  Whereas  advice  has  been  received  from 
the  Coart  of  France  that  his  most  christian  Majesty  is  Complyanoe 
with  the  solicitations  of  Congress  hath  not  only  directed  a  consider- 
able naval  force  to  repair  to  North  America,  bat  hath  subjdned 
thereto  a  respectable  Body  of  Land  Forces. 

And  Whereas  Congress  in  conseqoence  of  their  Engagements  by 
iheir  Act  of  Feb''  last  did  call  on  the  several  States  to  compleat  their 
<2aota  of  Troops  to  the  Establishment  mentioned  in  the  said  Act, — 
Which  Quota  they  have  since  f¥om  the  Disasters  at  Charles  Town 
found  it  necessary  to  increase,  and  have  accordingly  approved  the 
reqaitttions  of  their  Committee  at  Head  Qaarters. — And  Whereas 
none  of  the  States  whose  Battalions  were  deficient  have  yet  sent  on 
the  Recruits  to  compleat  the  same,  nor  afforded  any  assurances  that 
the  Requisitions  of  Congress  and  their  Committee  will  be  complied 
with.  And  Whereas  the  Ezecution  of  the  above  Requintions  will 
be  eztremely  hazardous  &  ezpensive  unless  the  further  Deouuida  of 
Congress  &  their  Committee  for  provision  are  punctually  complied 
with,  therefore, 

Resolved;  that  the  said  States  be  requested  explicitly  and  without 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XIL,  page  898.     «• 
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the  leasl  delay,  to  inform  Congreas  how  &r  they  may  rely  upon  their 
faroiabi^g  ^e  several  SnppKea  ol  Mes^  Money  and  provjaiona  called 
for  by  OoDgresa  or  their  Committee  at  Head  Quarters. 

And  W&reaa  the  LegiBUtnie  of  many  of  the  United  States  are 
Dot  now  eoAvened  tbo'  earnestly  requested  by  Congress  to  oontinne 
their  Sessions  or  to  Test  in  some  Persons  snoh  Powers  as  woM  enable 
them  on  the  requisition  of  doogress  or  their  Committee  to  draw 
forfh  the  military  Resouroes  of  the  State^  And  Whereas  Googvesa 
are  not  folly  informed  whether  their  Magistrates  are  so  empowered. 

Besokedy  that  the  anpreme  executive  Magistrate  in  each  State 
where  the  Legislature  is  not  convened  be  requested  immediately  to 
inform  Congress  what  Measures  they  have  taken  or  are  empowered 
to  take  in  Oomplyance  with  the  above  Requisitions  oi  Congress,  In 
order  that  Congress,  whose  duty  it  is,  may  provide  that  effectual 
Measures  be  taken  that  every  State  in  the  Union  oontribate  their 
Quota  to  the  common  Defence. 

Resolved,  that  the  executive  Magistrate  of  every  State  be  requested 
to  eorrespond  weekly  with  the  Committee  of  Congress  at  head  Quar- 
ters, advising  them  of  the  Measures  actually  taken  from  Time  to  time 
in  pursuance  of  the  above  recited  Requisitions  of  Congress  and  their 
Committee. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA  THOMSON  Sec'y  * 
Directedj 

Pennsylvania. 


MoNS.  HoLKEB  TO  Pbbs.  Bssd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  y*  2l6t  June,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  bare  the  honor  of  inclosing  to  your  Excellency  a  Letter  I  have 
this  moment  reoeivBd  from  M'  Etbeard,  Commander  in  eluef  of  his 
^ajeety's  store  ships  at  present  in  this  port — ^you'll  perceive  by  it  the 
neoesaity  of  the  meaaures  I  took  the  liberty  of  Soliciting  from  your 
Exoellency  a  few  days  Since,  &  without  which  or  some  other  effioa^ 
ciona  remedy,  it  will  be  impossible  to  apply  these  three  vessels  i0  the 
pnrpoeea  for  which  they  are  reserved.  I  have  only  to  add  that  venr 
lately  near  20  Sailon  have  made  good  their  way  towards  Baltimore  A 
Soston :  It  is  Hiuoh  to  be  feared  that  the  Remaining  few  wiU  aba 
effect  their  eacupe. 

1  remain  with  Respect, 

Tour  Sxcelleney's, 

Most  obedient  &  very 

humble  Servant, 

HOLKER. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq**. 

♦  Col.  Reo..  VoL  XII.,  p.  4(tt. 
t  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  897. 
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Pass.  OF  CONaRBBS  90  PbBS.  BXEBy  1780. 

Cirealar. 

Phaadelphia,  Jane  22, 1780. 
Sir, 

Tonr  Exoellency  will  herewith  reoeiye  an  Act  of  Congress  of  tha 
21*^  Instant,  which  will  no  doubt  be  duly  attended  to. 

Those  Parts  of  the  Act  in  particular  that  relate  to  giving  Informix 
tion  to  Congress  and  their  Committee  at  Head  Quarters,  it  is  most 
earnestly  requested  may  be  attended  to  with  the  utmost  Expedition 
&  Punctuality. 

The  Time  is  come  when  we  may  hourly  expect  the  Arrival  of  the 
Forces  of  our  Ally,  and  the  Plan  of  Operation  ought  to  be  com- 
pletely formed  and  ready  to  be  communicated  upon  their  Arrival, 
which  cannot  be  done  for  want  of  proper  &  certain  Information  of 
the  Number  of  Forces,  Quantity  of  Supplies,  &c.,  which  the  States 
will  furnish. 

Under  these  Circumstances  you  will  easily  perceive  that  Congrett 
and  the  Commander  in  Chief  are  placed  in  a  most  painful  Situation, 
and  that  the  Interest,  Honour  &  Safety  of  the  States  are  too  naoch 
affected  to  admit  of  the  least  Delay  or  Neglect  of  any  &  e^&j 
Exertion  which  the  present  Situation  of  our  affairs  demand. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect, 

your  Exoellency's  most  obed^  servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 

Jane  23. 
Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  received  a  Letter  from  his 
Excellency  General  Washington,  an  Extract  of  which  is  encloeed, 
together  with  an  Act  of  Congress  of  this  Day,  by  which  you  will  be 
farther  informed  of  the  pressing  Necessity  of  immediately  forwirdiDg 
on  th^  Supplies  of  ^len  &  Provisions  with  the  utmost  Expedition, 
and  the  repeated  request  of  Congress  to  transmit  to  them  &  their 
Committee  at  Head  Quarters,  the  Proceedings  of  the  State  orer 
which  you  have  the  honor  to  preside,  in  such  manner  that  the 
Commander  in  Chief  may  rely  &  be  enabled  to  regulate  his  fatnre 
Operations  thereon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  Esteem, 

your  Sxcclleno/s  humble  Servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 
Directed, 
His  Exo^  President  Reed. 
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Gbnl.  H.  Khox  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

IVeBton,  22*  June,  1780. 
DeAT  Sir, 

HiB  Ezoellenoy  General  Washington  had  dispatched  me  to  this 
place  in  order  to  have  tiie  floor  here  instantly  forwarded  on  to  West 
Point  He  infonned  me  that  he  had  reonested  of  jour  Excellencj 
an  immediate  supply  of  250  teams,  ana  desired  me  on  my  arrival 
here  to  send  an  express  to  yon,  requsting  to  know  when  they  can  be 
furnished.  It  is  impossible  to  say  how  much  the  teams  are  wanted. 
The  enemy  threaten  West  Pointy  and  mueh  is  to  be  feared  in  this 
moment  of  our  impotence  for  the  safety  of  that  post^  except  it  shall 
have  an  ample  supply  of  provision  previous  to  its  investiture.  The 
General  with  his  small  army  assumes  a  position,  dangerous  enough 
if  the  enemy  comprehend  our  strength,  in  order  to  cover  the  trans- 
portation of  the  flour.  The  probable,  nay  almost-tsertain,  movements 
of  the  enemy  up  the  North  River,  or  against  him,  will  make  him 
quit  it  in  four  or  five  days,  during  which  time  it  is  of  infinite  conse- 
queance  to  have  the  flour  forwarded.  Every  thing  is  done  here  and 
in  the  neighbouring  counties  of  this  State  for  this  purpose, — but 
all  will  be  in  vain,  except  we  derive  assistance  from  Pennsylvania. 
If  possible,  my  dear  Sir,  let  us  have  200  or  260  teams  to  load  at 
this  place,  in  one,  two,  three,  and  not  exceeding  four  days  from  thill 
time. 

I  am  dear  sir 

with  great  respect, 

Tour  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  Humble  ServS 

H.  KNOX.* 
Directedj 
His  Excellency  President  Heed. 


GoL.  John  Piper  to  P&bs.  Heed,  1780. 

Huntingdon,  June  22d,  1780 
Sir, 

The  Situation  of  the  FronUer  Inhabitants  must  be  my  Apology 
for  troubling  you  upon  this  Occasion.  One  of  our  greatest  Diffioid- 
ties  at  present  arises  from  our  Want  of  a  proper  Supply  of  Provi- 
aions  and  Horses  to  transport  Provisions  to  our  frontier  Garrisons. 
Mr.  Brown  has  been  pleased  to  make  us  an  Ofier  of  some  Flower 
that  he  has  on  hand  for  our  present  supply,  provided  we  can  furnish 
Horseai  to  earry  it  off.    I  would  therefore  earnestly  request  you  to 

♦  See  Col.  Hec.,  Vol.  XH.,  page  898.* 
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consider  our  present  Sitoation,  and,  if  possible,  ftimish  us  with 
aboat  six  good  Horses  and  one  Driver,  which,  with  foar  Horses  we 
already  have,  I  apprehend  might  be  snffioient  for  the  present. 
Being  well  assared  of  your  good  Disposition  and  Readiness  to  do 
every  ThiDg  in  your  Power  for  oar  Relief  I  shall  not  further  urge, 
but  request  that  if  the  Horses  can  be  obtained  you'll  please  to  order 
them  to  the  Care  of  Mr.  Franob  Cluggage  at  this  Place,  who  I  am 
confident  will  take  proper  Care  of  them,  and  will  punctomlly  obey 
your  Directions  from  Time  to  Time.  In  Hopes  you'll  plMse  io 
consider  our  present  Situation  and- grant  ns  a  speedy  Relief, 
I  am  Sir  with  great  Respect, 

your  mo^t  obedient  and 

Yezy  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  PIPER. 
Copy. 

P.  8.  I  would  further  Request  that  yon  would  please  to  order 
Mr.  Cluggage  to  procure  a  Quantity  of  Forage  for  the  Supply  of  the 
public  Horses  that  are  frequently  under  the  Necessity  of  cidling  at 
this  Post. 

I  am>  J.  P. 


Pbes.  Bbed  to  Mb.  Holkbb,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  took  an  early  Opp^  to  communicate  to  the  Council  yonr  Request 
touching  the  French  Sailors'*^ — ^The  urgent  Business  of  the  Army 
prevented  any  Act  being  passed  till  this  morning — ^the  Coundl 
ever  desirous  to  promote  the  Interest  of  bis  most  Christian  Majesty 
&  his  Subjects  having  taken  it  up  have  agreed  to  the  inclosed  Re- 
solves— which  we  hope  will  prove  both  satisfactory  &  effectual. 

The  Council  has  also  taken  into  Consideration  the  Representation 
made  by  Mr.  Slough  of  his  Difficulties  in  psssing  the  State  Money. 
And  tho  we  have  Reason  to  believe  there  has  not  been  all  the  Dis- 
position or  Exertion  which  in  such  Case  could  be  wished,  we  cannot 
think  it  consistent  with  the  Honour  of  the  State  that  it  should  be 
considered  as  an  Embarrassm*  to  an  Individual,  &  therefore  it  will 
be  quite  agreeable  to  us  to  receive  it  whenever  you  please  &  cancel 
the  Instrument— You  will  please  so  far  as  you  judge  necessary  to 
communicate  to  the  Minister  the  farther  Progress  of  this  Transacw 
tion,  with  our  Senoe  of  his  kind  Intentions  manifested  on  this 
Occasion. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Obed.  &  very 

Hbbl.  Serv. 
Indorsed, 

1780,  June  22<,  To  Honble  Mn  Holker,  Consul  of  Fiance. 

*  See  page  847. 
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Pbsel  Bub  to  Delxgatsb  in  CoufQnwB^  1780. 

Oentlemeii) 

The  Commander  in  Chief  baa  oalled  npon  as  in  the  moat  preaaing 
Manner  for  250  Teama  to  be  immediately  forwarded  into  New  Jer- 
sey with  which  we  are  determined  to  oompl  j  with  all  poeaible  Expe- 
dition. Bat  when  we  reflect  upon  the  trifling  Sam  allowed  by  the 
United  Statea  compared  with  the  necessary  &  nnavoidable  fixpence 
which  attends  this  Service  we  cannot  wonder  at  the  Belnetanoe  of 
the  People  to  enter  into  it.  The  present  Pay  ia  not  more  than  6s.  8d. 
Specie  ^  Bay,  whereaa  heretofore  when  there  waa  a  greater  Plen^ 
of  Wagons  &  Labour  k  Forage  mooh  cheaper,  the  Rate  waa  2  Dol- 
lars ^  JDay.  The  manifest  Injastice  of  the  Price  will  also  be  more 
Btrikinj^  as  the  Agents  ander  Mona'  de  Comay  now  offer  one  third 
more  than  the  stated  Price  allowed  by  Congress,  ft  yet  have  made 
little  Progress.  "^ 

We  wodd  also  wish  yon  to  make  a  Seasonable  Application  to 
Congress  that  a  Number  of  Arms  may  be  supplied  the  Militia  who 
are  ordered  to  be  in  Readiness  to  join  Gen.  Washington  in  Case  of 
Neceaaity.  There  is  a  peculiar  Justice  &  Propriety  in  our  Request  as 
the  Cnited  States  have  availed  themselves  at  all  Times  of  our  Arma 
by  leaving  them  at  Camp  pursuant  to  the  Directions  of  the  Comman- 
der in  Chief  &  delivering  them  out  here  on  Request — Other  States 
who  have  not  the  same  Plea  have,  as  we  are  informed,  been  supplied 
out  of  the  Continental  Stock,  and  it  will  be  of  little  Service  to  take 
Men  to  the  Field  without  Arms. — You  will  therefore  take  a  suitable 
Occasion  to  nrge  these  Points  as  of  indispensable  Necessity  to  the 
pubiiok  Service. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  most  respectfully 

your  Obed  Hbbl.  Serv. 

Jndonedf 

1780,  June  28'*,  Honble  the  Delegates  of  P*,  in  Congress. 


Col.  Saul.  J.  Atlbe  to  Pbbs.  Bbbb,  1780. 

Lancaster,  June  23d,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Ezcellencys  Letter  of  the  20th  I  have  received,  and  hope 
fouU  credit  me  when  I  assure  you  I  am  ezertinff  my  utmost 
ibilities  for  the  forwarding  the  Recruits  to  yon,  The  men  are 
easily  procured  here,  if  the  provision  oou'd  be  as  easily  made  in  the 
leveral  Townships  for  their  pay. 

I  hope  to  be  able  by  Sunday  morning  to  send  off  at  least  100 
^ood  men,  the  rest  shall  be  sent  off  aa  &8t  as  they  arrive. 

It  give0  me  zeal  pain  to  hear  of  onr  good  Qenerals  distressed 
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sitaatiOBy  Ire  were  in  anotions  expeetaHon  of  the  axtival  of  tbe  Fleet 
of  France,  which  I  hope  brings  him  a  Reinforcement  to  thwart  the 
intentions  of  S'  Harry. 

I  am  your  Excellencys 

most  oV  and  most  Hble  Serr^, 

8AM.  J.  ATLEE. 

On  pnbiick  Service  ' 

His  fizcelleocy  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylyania. 


Rhsolotion  op  CoNaKBSS,  1780. 

In  GongresS;  June  28, 1780. 
A  Letter  of  20  fi'om  Gen*  Washington  was  read,  Ordered,  Ty 
an  extract  thereof  be  sent  by  express  to  each  of  the  states  from 
Newhampshire  to  Haryknd,  inclusive,  and  that  the  execatiye  powoi 
be  most  earnestly  requested  to  forward  on  the  supplies  of  men  & 
provisions  with  the  utmost  expedition,  and  transmit  to  Congrenud 
the  committee  at  head  quarters  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  th^ 
respeottTO  states  on  which  the  commander  in  chief  can  relj  and  bj 
which  he  may  be  enabled  to  regulate  bis  future  operations. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Scc'j. 


Resoldtion  op  General  Assembly  of  Vikginxa,  1780. 

In  the  House  of  Delegates, 

June  the  2dd,  1780. 
The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  have  had  under  their  eoosid- 
eration  the  agreement  entered  into  between  the  Commiasionenof 
this  Commonwealth  and  those  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Baltiiaore,  on  the 
thirty  first  day  of  August,  in  the  year  1779,  respecting  the  dispotd 
territory  and  boundaiy  lines  between  two  states,  together  with  tbe 
papers  and  proceedings  thereupon ;  and  altho'  the  General  AseeoUj 
of  Virginia  are  fkr  frokn  thinking  the  reasoning  of  Ptoaaffflrania 
Gommissioners  in  supfMTt  of  their  tMm  ooAoksive^  or  tbst  ^ 
Commonwealth  is  boond  by  the  agency  of  OomoHSsioners^  whoN 
powers  were  restrained  to  an  agreement  for  ascertaining  boandanei 
to  be  referred  to  their  respective  assemblies  for  their  wtificaftioB  ff 
dejection ;  yet  aotnated  by  the  same  prineiples  and  motim  vhieh 
induced  the  Convention  of  Vuiginia,  in  that  aot  which  fomed  on 
new  Ooivenimettt,  to  make  a  cession  and  veleaM  of  the  teniUtf;  ^ 
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teiaed  within  their  rts/jpecAve  eharters  to  tlie  Beighbo«rtDg  vtttes,  to 
promote  the  coraaion  oaose  of  America ;  to  pre^enty  as  &r  u  in  their 
power,  fature  dispute  and  animontyy  and  to  prove  the  nnoeritj  of 
their  professions  and  desire  to  eoltivate  and  maintain  the  inoet  eoN 
dial  harmoi^  with  their  sister  State  of  Pc^nsjlvania,  united  with  ns 
by  the  most  sacred  ties^  in  the  defence  of  our  common  rights  and 
liberty,  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  are  willing  to  ratify  the 
aforesaid  agreement,  on  the  Conditions  expressed  in  the  following 
resolTe,  eorresponding  with  the  reservation  in  their  offer  of  December 
the  ISth,  1776. 

Kesolvedy  therefore,  that  the  agreement  made  on  the  31st  day  of 
Aogost,  1779,  between  James  Madison  and  Robert  Andrews,  Com- 
misuoaers  for  the  Oommonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  George  Bryan, 
John  fiwiog  and  David  Rittenhonse,  Gommissioneie  for  the  Gom- 
moDwealth  of  Pensylvania,  be  ratified  and  finally  confirmed,  to  wit., 
thst  the  line  commonly  called  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line  be  extended 
doe  west  &7e  degrees  of  longitude,  to  be  computed  from  the  river 
DeUware,  for  the  southern  boundary  of  Pensylvania  and  that  a 
meridian  drawn  from  the  western  extremity  thereof  to  the  northern 
limita  of  the  said  States  respectively,  be  the  western  boundary  of 
PeoBylTania  forever,  On  Condition  that  the  private  property  and 
rights  of  all  persons  acquired  under,  founded  on,  or  recogniasd  by 
the  laws  of  either  Country  previous  to^the  date  hereof  be  saved  and 
eoDfirmed  to  them,  altho'  they  should  be  found  to  £ei11  within  the 
other,  and  that  in  the  decision  of  disputes  thereupon  preference  shall 
be  given  to  the  elder  or  prior  right  which  ever  of  the  said  states  the 
same  shall  have  been  acquired  under,  such  persons  paying  within 
whose  boundarj  their  lands  shall  be  included  tho  same  purchase 
or  coDsideratioa  money  which  would  have  been  due  from  them  to 
the  state  uoder  which  they  claimed  the  right ;  and  where  any  such 
purchase  or  consideration  money  hath,  since  the  declaration  of 
American  Independence  been  received  by  either  state  for  lands  which 
according  to  the  before  recited  agreement  shall  fall  within  the  terri- 
tory of  the  other  the  same  shall  be  reciprocally  refunded  and  repaid, 
and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  disputed  territory,  now  ceded  to  the 
State  of  Pensylvania,  shall  not  before  the  first  day  of  December,  in 
the  present  year,  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  any  tox,  nor  at  any 
time  to  the  payment  of  arrears  of  taxes  or  impositions  heretofore  laid 
by  either  state. 

Resolved,  that  upon  the  acceptance  and  full  ratification  of  this 
coadition  and  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pen- 
Bjlvania,  the  Oovemour  be  empowered  with  the  advice  of  the  Council 
to  appoint  two  Commissioners  on  behalf  of  this  Conamonwealth,  in 
conjanction  with  GommLssioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pensylvania,  to  extend  the  line  commonly  called  Mason's 
and  Dixon's  line  five  degrees  of  longitude  from  Delaware  River,  as 
aforesaid,  and  from  the  western  termination  thereof  to  ran  and  mark 
a  meridian  line  to  the  Ohio  River,  which  is  as  far  as  the  Qeneral 
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Asaemblj  ooooeive  Ibe  same  can  at  present  be  extended  and  marked 
without  danger  of  umbrage  to  the  Indiana ;  giving  to  the  said  Com- 
missioners, on  the  part  of  Virginia,  such  instructiona  therein  as  the 
advice  of  the  Council  shall  judge  proper. 

Teste.    JOHN  BECKLET,  C.  h.  d. 
A  Copy.    JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.  h.  d. 
1780,  Jnlj  1st,  agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

WILL.  DREW,  C.  8. 
Indorsed^ 

1780.  Received  August  4th,  Resolution  of  the  Virginia  Aanm- 
hlj  respecting  the  disputed  boundary  with  Pensylvania.  23d  Jaoe, 
1780.     Sept  23d,  1780.     Agreed  to  by  the  Assembly  of  Penon. 


GOVBRNOB  LeB  of  MARYLAND  TO  PbES.   BeED,  1780. 

In  Council,  Annapolis,  23d  June,  1780. 
Sir, 

We  received  your  favor  of  the  16th,  and  have  laid  it,  with  tbe 
Resolution  of  your  Excellency  &  Council,  before  the  Genenl 
Assembly.  As  soon  as  the  result  of  their  deliberation  thereon  is 
inade  known  to  us  we  shall  communicate  it  to  your  EzcelleDcj.  We 
are  sensible  that  your  design,  in  laying  the  Embargo,  may  be  liiis- 
trated,  unless  a  similar  Resolution  is  adopted  by  this  State,  ud 
therefore  we  should  not  have  hesitated  in  the  Recess  of  the  Assemblj 
to  have  imposed  such  a  Restriction  as  would  have  prevented  theeT^ 
suggested  in  your  Letter. 

Nothing  has  a  stronger  Tendency  to  preserve  that  Harmony,  so 
desirable  between  our  States,  as  mutual  Endeavours  to  facilitate  ths 
Execution  of  Measures,  concerted  by  either,  for  the  General  good, 
and  being  under  that  impression,  we  shall,  on  every  occasion,  cheai* 
fully  co-operate  with  your  Board  in  furthering  them. 
We  are,  with  perfect  respect  &  Esteem, 

Your  Ezcelly's  mo.  obedt.  &  mo.  H'Ue  Servi, 

THO.  SIM  LEK.* 

Directed, 

His  Exc'y,  Jos.  Reed,  Esq.,  Preudent  of  the  State  of  Peiuisjl* 
vania. 

♦  See  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  400! 
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COMMITTSB  OF  CONORBSS  IN  OaMP  TO    PaBS.   ReBD,  1780. 

Circular. 

Morris  Town^  June  23<,  1780. 
Sir, 

Impressed  with  tbe  neeessity  of  giving  you  the  earliest  informa- 
tion of  eyerj  important  oeourranee.  We  therefore  indoee  you  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  this  moment  received. 

From  the  accnmolated  distresses  of  oar  Army  which  we  are  daily 
spectators  of-^From  tbe  jeopardy  we  have  twice  seen  them  in — & 
from  the  fatal  conseqaences  that  must  have  resulted  from  a  defeat 
(which  would  inevitably  have  been  the  Consequence^  had  the  enemy 
at  first,  and  still  will  bci  should  they  even  now  pursue' their  object) 
We  are  constrained,  again  to  call  on  you  in  the  most  pressing  man 
ner  to  forward  your  quota  of  men  and  supplies  agreeable  to  our 
estimate  of  the  2'  Instant  &,  prevent  the  total  Sacrifice  of  the  few 
brave  and  intrepid  spirits  that  at  present  compose  our  army  and 
aToid  the  indelible  stain  that  must  consequently  be  fixed  on  these 
States,  should  such  an  event  take  place.     ^Thus  hx  Circular.) 

That  part  of  the  Generals  Letter  respecting  the  state  of  the  stores 
here,  is  a  matter  of  such  pressing  necessity,  that,  we  conceive  it  to 
be  our  duty  to  give  the  earliest  attention  to  it.  The  sitnadon  of 
the  magazines  at  this  post,  is  truly  deplorable,  the  enemy  are  cer- 
taiuiy  pushing  at  them,  and  we  are  in  no  condition  to  move  them 
for  want  of  teams,  if  they  do  not  effect  their  purpose  at  this  time,  it 
is  evident  they  mean  to  persist  untill  the  situation  of  our  affairs 
renders  it  necessary  for  the  remains  of  our  Army  to  move  from 
hence,  when  there  will  be  no  impediment  to  the  execution  of  their 
plau.  We  hope  therefore  Sir,  you  will  enable  the  officers  of  the 
Department  to  improve  this  interval  so  as  to  effect  their  removal  to 
a  place  of  greater  safety  by  having  the  teams  which  are  requested  of 
your  state  immediately  sent  forward. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  the  highest  respect  &  Esteem, 

Tour  Excellency's 

Most  Ob«  Hum.  Se/vS 

JN«  MATHEWS,  ' 
NATH.  PEABODY. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Seed,  Esq'. 
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GSN.   WABHUrGTON  TO  COMHITTBE  OF  CON0RB8S9   1780. 

Head  Quarters,  Bookaway^  Jane  23',  1780. 
GentlemeD, 

The  enemj  are  now  in  full  force  bendiog  their  march  towards 
Morris  Town  and  by  my  last  advices  had  advanced  beyond  Spring- 
field. They  were  vigonronsly  opposed  by  our  advanced  Oorps ;  Bat 
what  coold  the  valoor  of  a  handfol  do  against  so  infinite  a  superiority 
of  numben.  The  enemy  can  effeot  any  particular  object  they  may 
attempt.  BeaideB  the  Army  they  can  have  no  other  in  the  State 
than  our  Stores.  As  we  cannot  defend  them  we  must  endeavour  to 
reinoTe  them.  I  am  so  entirely  engaged  in  attention  to  our  military 
operations  that  I  must  intreat  you  to  write  to  the  ezecutiTe  of  Pen- 
syl*  and  Jersey  pressiug  them  to  bring  out  all  the  Waggons  they 
o«B  to  our  relief,  an  application  has  been  already  made  to  Pensyi* 
for  two  hundred  &  fifty  Waggons — these  ought  to  be  instantly 
furnished.  ^ 

But  we  do  not  know  what  may  be  the  ultimate  designs  of  th« 
enemy-— all  we  know  is  that  they  are  very  strone  and  that  we  are 
▼ery  weak.  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  States  may  be 
again  called  upon  to  redouble  their  exertions  to  comply  with  the 
demands  that  haye  been  already  made  upon  them.  It  is  essential  to 
our  immediate  safety  to  say  nothing  of  the  expected  Co-operatioo. 
If  she  means  to  be  free  this  is  the  moment  for  America  to  exert 
herself. 

With  every  sentiment  of  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Gentlemen, 

Your  Most  Hbble  S^., 

G«  WASHINGTON, 
Dirteted^ 
Honble  Oommittee  of  Co-operation. 


Col.  Joseph  Hart  to  Pbes.  Bbxd,  1780. 

June  y  23*,  1780. 
Hon'd  Sir, 

Councils  Letter  of  the  20^  came  safe  to  hand  last  Eveniog ;  aod 
that  nothing  might  be  wanting  on  my  part  have  sent  Expresses  to 
the  Sab  Lieutenants,  'tho  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  they  were  has- 
tening on  the  Business  as  fast  as  possible.  I  suppose  Col.  Kachlioes 
men  are  in  the  Barracks  before  now,  as  he  told  me  they  were  to 
March  last  Thursday.  I  cannot  say  so  much  of  Col.  Wall  or 
Anderson,  but  think  they  must  be  well  forward.  I  have  got  all  mj 
Men  but  one,  and  send  a  part  down  this  Day.  It  realy  is  very  haid 
getting  the  men  to  Inlist,  and  when  Inlisted,  almost  as  hard  to  get 
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them  away.  I  will  however  if  Possible  have  the  remainder  of  mine 
down  in  the  Be^pnning  of  next  Week;  and  sooner  I  esnnot,  bat  I 
have  not  to  add  more  than  I  am. 

Your  Exoelies 

moet  Obt  Hmble  Serv«| 

JOSEPH  HAKP.    • 
Directed^ 

To  His  Exoellency  Joseph  Beed|  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Execntire  Counoil  &o^ 


Nicholas  Lutz  to  Prbs.  Rbsd,  1780. 

Beading,  24th  Jane,  1780. 
Sir, 

«I  ree'd  jonr  Exoellepoys  favour  of  the  21**  Ins*  as  also  an  Order 
on  the  County  Treasurer  icer  One  Thousand  Pounds.  I  shall  decKne 
purchasing  ^esh  agreeable  to  your  Orders, — ^have  sent  all  the  Cat- 
tle k  Sheep  I  had  on  hand  to  Philad*  as  I  had  agreed  with  the 
Hands  to  .take  them  there  before  I  reed  your  BamUenays  .Orders  of 
Sending  them  to  Camp. 

I  have  a  few  Sheep  &  one  Ox  which  is  cot  yet  brought  in,  whiok 
ihe  laniiq^  Oommisrary  a)b  this  Post  presses  me  td  ddiver  fatn^  as 
ih0  proviaons  are  Nigh  out,  &  a  Number  of  Prisooers  &  Marching 
Parties  of  our  own  Troops  must  be  sappHed :  If  you  give  m*  OrdecS|' 
I  ahftli  dettver  th6m  aceerdtng  to  Ms  request  &  endeavour  to  Supply 
him  Inrtiier. 

I  shall  d(» every  lUsg  in  my  Power  to  proewerthe  Fkwr  you  hav* 
Ordered,  but  I  must  acquaint  you  thai  WlMst  is  Scarcer  than  I  ex-* 
peeled^  and  am  in  some  doubt  I  will  not-  be  abb  to  foittisb  tha* 
QnaBtky  before  Harvest. 
I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Excellency's  Most  Obedient 

.  Humble  Secvant, 

NICHOLAS  LUTZ. 
Directed^ 

(Public  Service) 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Bsq'.;  President  of  the  Supreme 
ExeeBtive  Couneil^  Philad^.  . 
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Col.  L.  Nicola  to  Prbs,  Hvsd,  1780. 

Oentlemeii : 

The  number  of  reernits  encreuiDg  I  thought  it  proper  to  enquire 
on  the  parade  this  morning  what  number  was  ready  to  go  to  eamp 
&  found  only  about  60,  all  of  Bucks  &  Philadelphia  counties,  none 
of  the  city  being  yet  setled  with,  judging  it  highly  improper  to  keep 
them  longer  in  this  place  I  havo  ordered  Oap^  M*£lhalton  &  a  sal^ 
altern  of  the  Invalids  to  conduct  them  to  the  army,  possibly  before 
they  set  out  the  number  may  be  encreased  from  the  Country.  The 
Gap'  will  wait  on  you  to  receive'any  orders  you  may  judge  neoessarj. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  respect, 

Grentlemen  your  most  obed.  Serv* 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

To  his  Excellency  the  President  &  Hon*"  Executive  Council. 


Col.  Lbwib  Nicola  to  P&bs.  Bssd,  1780. 

I  am  favoured  with  your  Exoellenoies  letter  «f  this  day  witii  the 
book  which  is  preparing  for  the  purpose  intended  &  shall  be  eon- 
pleated  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

By  the  wording  of  the  attestation  it  appears  as  if  a  partioalar  oae 
was  to  be  drawn  out  for  each  man  which,  considering  the  nmaber, 
will  take  «p  mnoh  tino  ft  prevent  the  mens  setting  out  for  a  day 
or  two,  I  bog  yonr  opimoa  whether  it  would  not  answer  the  purpose 
to  bave  tke  attestation  oop&ed  into  the  book  in  a  form  less  particubr, 
as  I  having  enlisted  into  the  Corps  of  Pensyhania  volunteers  do 
swear  ftc.,  and  underneath — We  who  have  subscribed  our  names, 
or  made  our  marks  in  this  ft  the  following  pages  have  sw(mi  or 
affirmed  to  the  above  attestation. 

A.  B.  of  1"*  Bat  of  Bucks  County  each  page  to  be  certified  at 
bottom  by  the  Jostice. 

I  am  with  respect, 

Your  Excellencies 

most  obed  Serv^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
24  June,  1780. 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  Uie  State. 
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GsN.  K  Ejiox  to  PJIX&  BiBD,  1780. 

TtetttOD;  27  Jme,  17S0. 
H  J  dear  Sir, 

From  the  ezerttons  that  have  been  made,  I  am  in  hopes  that  ail* 
the  fioar  at  tiiia  place  will  be  iik  moticm  towatda  New  Windaor 
before  to-morrow  night.  The  Country  ia  animated,  and  torn  oni- 
their  teams  with  great  spirit — and  now  is  the  time  to  improve  it,  by- 
supplying  flonr  to  be  formed  into  a  magazine  above  our  posts  in  the 
bighiaods.*  This  hint  will  be  a  stdBoient  iadncement  to  yonr 
Ezeellency,  to  nse  yoor  inflnenoe  that  all  the  ionr  which  can  be 
prooared  be  forwarded  on  idstantly  to  this  place.  If  the  spirit  shall 
oofldnne,  and  I  believe  it  will,  we  may,  by  managing  it  pfoperly,  bo 
able  to  form  snoh  a  mag^ioe  on  the  North  River  aa  wilt  place  na 
bejood  £seling  pinching  hanger  from  the  failure  of  a  brigade  of 
teams^  and  which  will  greatly  accelerate  the  propeaed  operations  of 
the  eampaign. 

From  the  information  of  CoL  Cox  of  a  coaversation  he  had  with, 
your  Excellency,  and  the  Sxecotive  Council,  respeeting  the  pay  of 
the  waggons  which  might  be  drawn  forth  as  part  of  tbe  quota  of 
Pennsylvania,  we  were  indnced  to  promise  that  the  hire  of  the 
waggmw  whieh  should  be  procured  by  us  in  Bncfca  C<^nty  on  the 
present  occasion,  apd  which  we  pretHimed  would  b^  reckoned  aa- 
part  of  the  State's  quoita,  should  be  paid  immediateljr  by  John  Oliver 
£8q'.,  at  Bristol,  bI  the  rates  I  informed  jou  yesterday.  CoL  Cox  and- 
myself  therefore  shall  be  under  great  obligations  to  your  Ezoelleacy 
and  the  Executive  Council  to  order  as  much  of  the  new  stale  money 
to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  said  W  Oliver  as  the  amount  of  the. 
estimate  of  the  hire  of  the  said  waggons,  which  eatimate  Col.  Cox. 
will  transmit  to  your  Excellency  as  soon  as  he  shall  obtain  the 
number  that  are  employed. 

I  have  the  honor  Sir,  ' 

to  be  with  great  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient 

Huaible  Servant 

H.KNOX, 
Directtcfj 

His  Excellency,  President  Reed. 


»  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  400. 
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-  Wm.  LiNB  10. Council^  1T80. 

Hia  Ea:6eJlfl04Sy  Joavfk  jRl^d  Esquire  President  to  the  Sopreme 

EzecutiVe  Ooancil. 
Ohsntlemeiiy 

Havii&g  Eof^ff^  witli  M^  Peter  DebeateA  to  Stool  nirfj  Mas- 
kets  ifi  Jalj  1777  be  the  Said  M"*.  DebeaTen  being  Im ployed  by  tbe 
State  &  having  the  Direction  ef  the  factory  at  Freoeb  Creek^  Having 
finished  Sixteen  of  tbe  above  Muskits  &  Dell^^ered  tbem^to  him  al^ 
French  Creek  Affs'*.  Intending  to  Garry  the  Remainder  there  as 
eooQ  as  finished,  but  before  I  got  the  Remaining  Fourteen  done  M*". 
Deheaven  AiFs'*,  bad  nioved  to  Hutnels  Town  near  to  Harrises  Fcrry^ 
ft  latetided  Oflirrying  tbem  there  to  him,  G^eral  Waynes  BivisloQ 
having  moved  to  the  Trap|>  Close  to  where  your  Petitioner  lived  from 
the  Aetion  al  the  Peoley  Capt^*.  Thomas  Ch«reh  bearing  youl*  Peti- 
tioner bad  Pobliok  Muskitb  Stooking  for  W.  Deheaven  Said  Otp'«*- 
Churoh  then  Comm'*»«  tbe  5th,  Pennsylv**  Reg'*.  Came  to  me  ft 
desired  that'  I  shovid  Deliver  te  hrm  the  Ptibliek  Mnskito  which  I 
bad  etooked  be  told  me  that  A  number  ol  tbe  men  of  that  Reg**  had 
lost  their  Arms  in  y"  Aotion  Afi^*  &  he  Expected  the  Reg^  would 
be  called  in  aolien  before  be  Could  get  the  men  Armed  Elsewhere, 
your  Pefittenef  told  Cap***  Church  he  was  «o  Deliver  Said  Muskits 
to  M*^.  Deheaven  or  hie  Order^  be  said  be  would  take  tbem  as  the 
Serfit^e  then  Required  tbem  mtieh  at  that  time,  &  Sent.  A  deij. 
and  Six  men  &  took  tbetn  leaving  a  Receipfr  for  the  sam^  wbich  I 
inclose. 

Some  Short  tkneafterl  applyed  to  M'  Peter  DebeaTen  for  Pay  fir 
Slocking  the  thirty  Muskits  Affs'^  Wbich  he  Refused  to  Pay  for 
any  but  tbe  Sixteen  which  be  Rec'^  I  Shewed  the  Receipt  got  firom 
Captain  Ohurob  be  said  ye«r  Petitioner  had  no  Right  to  let  CapUun 
Church  take  the  Remaining  Fourteen,  I  likewise  told  him  Capfn 
Church  took  them  without  my  leave,  he  sdd-Iabould  fitnrish  Fourteen 
in  their  Place  as  he  was  Aooouatable  for  tbem,  your  Petitioner  was 
Oblight  to  go  &  buy  Fourteen  Muskit  Barrels  &  Looks  &  Stock  & 
Mount  them,  and  Delivered  them  to  M'.  Peter  Deheaven  Afia'^.  & 
your  Petitioner  never  has  Rec''  any  satisfaction  from  any  Person 
what  Ev<er  fbr  the  Affs'**  Fourteen  Muskits,  the  Value  of  them  being 
£3  9-0  p^fih  ffhkh  makes  £42  0  0  Specie. 

May  it  therefore  Please  your  Honours  to  grant  your  Petitioner 
Pay  for  the  Affa''.  Fourteen  Muskits  and  shall  Ever  Pray. 

June  ye  25th,  1780. 

WILLIAM  LANE. 
Direetedf 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
Militia  &  Navy  of  the  State  of  Pennsylv*. 
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Gbbt.  WASHiNaTOH  TO  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Head  Qnaxtefs  WhippoDj  netr  Morris  Town  26ili  Jone,  1780. 
BeurSir, 

I  hare  been  honored  irUh  yonr  Bxeellency'e  favor  of  the  20lb  end 
22d  instant.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  find  yoa  ezpreee  a  donht  of 
being  able  immediately  to  proenre  the  number  of  260  Wagi^ns  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvaiiia,  if  we  should  be  dissppoinled  in  that  qaartet 
I  know  not  where  we  are  to  apply.  The  Quarter  Master  General 
hUy  as  yon  obnerre,  a  considerable  nnmb«r  of  Waggons  laying  idle 
for  want  of  HorseS;  ooold  yoa  proenre  a  snflMsncy  of  them,  to  pnt 
these  Waggons  in  motion,  it  would  answer  a  very  viUnalde  pnrposa 
— that  of  moving  the  Baggages  and  necessary  Stores  of  the  Army, 
which  are  now  scatteied  in  a  most  inconvenient  manner  npon  the 
whole  com mnnioation— -subject  to  loss  and  peculation,  and  making 
an  amazing  draft  from  the  strength  of  the  Army,  as  an  extra  number 
of  jOaards  must  be  left  ta  take  care  of  them. 

The  Enemy  abandoned  this  State  the  night  before  lastu  They 
advanced,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  in  very  considerable  force  as  far 
as  Sprini^ld,  which  they  burnt  intirely  (two  Houses  excepted)  with 
several  buildings  in  the  neighbourhood.  They  were  warmly  opposed 
in  their  progress,  by  the  advanced  troops  und^  the  command  of 
General  Greene.  This  change  of  position  will  render  the  service  of 
the  Philad\  Troop  of  Light  l)ragoons  unnecessary  at  this  juncture. 
Hearing  they  were  upon  their  march,  I  yesterday  desired  Col'* 
Moylain  to  meet  th^m,  wiUi'  my  thanks  for  their  ready  otoplianoe 
with  my  request^  and  to  infimn  them  that  thete  was  no  oeeasion  foi 
Omm  to  come  forward. 

I  very  much  admire  the  patnotio  Spirit  of  thOiLadies  of  Philad^ 
n&d  shall  with  great  pleasure  give  theni  ray  ad? ioe,  ss  to  the  applip 
e«tion  of  their  benevolent  and  generons  doaatiea  to  tbo  Soldiers  of 
the  Army.  Altho'  the  terms  of  the  association  seem  in  some  men* 
0Qre  to  pnelude  the  purchase  of  any  imrtialej  whidh  the  >nblio  is 
boand  to  find,  I  would,  nevertheless,  reeommend  aprovision  of  ahiris 
in  preference  to  any  thhig  else,  in  oase  the  fund  should  amount  to 
a  asm  equivalent  to  a  snpply  of  eight  or  ten  thousand.  The  Soldierj 
are  exoeedingly  in  want  of  them,  and  the  public  have  never,  for 
Mveral  years  past,  been  able  to  procure  a  anflkient  quantity  to  make 
then  comfortable.  They  asa  besides  more  capable  of  an  equal  and 
natiaiaotory  distribution  then  almost  any  other  Article.  Should  tbd 
ftmd  fall  shor^  of  a  snpply  of  the  nnmfoer  of  Shirta^  I  have  mentioBed 

Cirhaps  thei«  eenld  he  ao  beUer  applieatieii  «f  the  moaeyt  than 
yiag  It  out  in  the  pnrofaaBe  of  refreshmcats  for  thie  Hoopiteb. 
These  are  my  ideas  at  pressnt.  When  I  havathe  pleasore  of  hearing 
store  particularly  from  M**.  Beed,  I  shall  probably  be  able  to  foraft 
m  more  complete  opinion^ 

I  shall  sgveeabln  tq  your  ExMleney^y  zeqne8t,.iend  dosn  a  £em 
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Offioers  to  lake  oharge  of^  and  bring  forward  the  Drafts.  Aa  to  tbe 
business  of  reoruUing  by  volantary  inlistments,  yott  may  be  assured 
that  its  operation,  if  attended  with  tolerable  saccess  in  the  end,  will 
be  too  slow  to  answer  crar  present  purposes.  I  would  therefoie  most 
earnestly  recommend  to  yon,  to  plaoe  no  dependanoe  upon  any  saek 
measttrO;  but,  by  an  immediate  augmentation  of  Drafts,  supply  ths 
Men  required  from  Penosyiyanta  by  the  Committee  of  Ooogress. 
They  make  so  oonsiderabLs  a  part  of  the  foroe  estimated  as  neeesBtry 
to  give  a  probability  of  oeitainty  to  our  ezpeeted  operations,  thst  they 
cannot  be  dispensed  with. 

Be  kind  enough  to  deliver  or  forward  the  inclosed  to  M*".  Waih« 
ington.  I  am  iiSnitely  obliged  to  your  Exoellenoy  and  to  M'*.  Beed 
for  your  polite  attoation  to  her. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Regard  Dear  Sir 
y  most  ob't  and  h'ble  ServL 
G«.  WASHINGTON. 
Directed, 
Gov.  Reed. 


PfllLIP  MaBSTBLLBR    to    PKES.  iEEJ>y  1780. 

Lebanon,  June  25tb,  1780. 

S', 

Tour  Eioellenoies  fkvor  of  the  19*^  by  Cap^  Wciser  name  duly  io 
hand,  and  aeku#wledge  the  vaoeipt  of  an  Order  of  Counoirfor 
j£6372.  From  the  time  I  started  the  other  drove  of  Cattle  uadl 
your  favor  oame  to  hand,  I  had  purohased  Forty  odd  Heads  mwe, 
which  I  shall  oanse  to  be  driven'  for  Philad*  on  Wednesday  next, 
and  do  now  aooordiag  to  direction  Cease  making  any  further  Far- 
iases. 

I  thank  the  Honourable  Council  for  their  apppintm*  as  Pay  Hts* 
ter^  which  appoint'  oame  to  my  Hands  Yesterday. 

My  opinion  as  to  the  prioe  of  Flour  and  Wheat  is,  That  Ffonr 
may  be  bad  from  2€it.  to  22s.  6,  and  Wheat  at  7s.  6,  hard  money, 
whioh  prices,  I  think,  will  purehase  all  the  Grain  &  Flouer  whicb 
can  be  spared  in  the  Connfy,  and  in  Continental  Money  it  will  at 
present  be  near  60  Prices,  but  if  the  Taxes  and  other  Pnblie  Monies 
be  ooUected  with  Spirit,  it  will  naturally  lower  the  Oontinental 
price.  I  have  heard  a  ge*  say  that  if  he  had  Specia  he  would  get 
Wheat  from  6«.  9  to  7«.,  but  I  have  too  nuoh  reason  to  dtfier  with 
him  in  opinion,  and  am  well  assured  it  mmnot  be  made  a  Geneial 
ft  Currant  pnee.  Aa  to  the  quantity  which  might  bo  depended  on 
from  this  County  ia  a  question  to  «hioh  I  can  give  no  posttirs 
answer,  but  believe  that  some  Flouer,  and  4  or  5  tb>usaDd  Bushels 
of  Wheat  may  be,  readily  purohaied  in  this  part  of  the  Ceontiy; 
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espedallj  for  SpMia.  And  if  jour  Exoellenej  in  your  (^estion 
iDclndes  the  Crop  now  in  the  Fields^  I  will  venture  to  mj  tliat  »' 
Tory  large  quantity  of  Wheat  may  be  had,  provided  the  Person 
introBted  with  the  management  ie  a  man  of  Bnainess  and  Indnttry, 
for  our  Crops  are  very  j^eaeing,  and  if  nothiog  fcrther  happens  to 
destroy  them  it  will  be  a  year  of  plenty. 

I  wonld  beg  leave  to  give  it  as  my  Opinion  that  it  wonld  be 
Chespest  to  pnrchase  the  Wheat  and  not  the  mann&etnred  Floneri 
for  there  is  never  a  proper  allowanM  made  for  the  Yalne  of  the 
Offals,  which  is  of  great  nse  for  Horse  food,  and  might  be  the  saving 
of  many  pounds.  And  if  the  whole  of  the  Business  be  intrusted  to 
one  Man  only,  he  being  a  man  of  Cfaaneter^  Honesty,  Industry  and 
Frugality,  I  make  no  dionbt  but  money  may  be  saved ;  for  Ambition 
and  Self  Interest  is  to  often  dear  paid  for  in  the  Transaction  of 
public  Business.  As  your  Excelleucy  wants  my  opinion  folly  npon 
the  Subject  I  make  free  to  add  the  aboye  Hints.  Col.  Kuoher  gives 
his  best  Complym**  to  your  Excellency,  and  begs  the  Commissions 
for  the  Offioerd  of  the  2d  Batl.  of  militia  may  be  sent  by  the  bearer. 
The  Yoluntiers  are  set  out  from  this  end  of  the  County.  I  am 
anxious  for  the  news  of  the  Jersies,  and  dread  the  Consequence. 
The  bearer  is  Waiting,  therefore  must  Conclude  by  reminding  your 
Excellency  of  my  reiuliness  to  serve  my  Country  to  the  best  of  my 
weak  abilities. 

After  which  I  crave  the  Honor  of  Subscribing  my  self 
Your  Exoellendes  most  Obiod' 

and  Very  Hum^  Scrv*, 

P.  MARSTELLEB. 
I>£reeUd, 

Public  service. 

Sis  Excellency  Joseph  Heed,  Esquire,  Preaid*  of  the  Sup'  Exe^^ 
Council  of  P^uisyU*. 

f  Express. 


Col.  Lbwib  Nicola  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780, 

Gentlemen^ 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  of  123  volunteere  that  were  in  this 
city  yesterday,  I  could  not,  with  my  utmost  exertions  send  off  more 
than  42  in  the  afternoon.  As  it  is  unnecessary  for  two  offieen  to 
nareh  with  that  nnmber  I  have  directed  Lieut.  Honeyman  to 
remain  in  Trenton,  as  I  propose  sendiog  to  him  by  every  continental 
shallop  that  goes  up  such  men  as  may  be  ready,  that  he  may,  when 
a  aafficient  number  are  collected,  march  them  to  camp. 

I  endeavoured  to  have  the  volunteers  from  the  city  sworn  this 
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mmiiog  &  iMr  Deamptioni  enj^red  Uk  One  bode,  but  Uiey  wodd 
not  do  either  'till  fully  settled  with. 

loolosed.is  a  oopj  of  my  iostriMtiaiia  to  C^*^  McElhattoOy  trkiob 
I  send  for  the  iDspeetion  of  tbe.Opsfioil  that^  in  ease  any  alteoUiena 
aj*e  thought  requieiite^  I  nay  be  fayoored  with  dinetione. 

As  6  or  7  of  the  bad,  soon  after  their  ooaiog  here,  obtained  per- 
misaioii  te  Nturn  home  in  order  to  rec^Te-  their  money  &  get  ^tfas, 
under  a  promiae  epeeified  in  the  f«urloff  to  meet  the  party  at  Trentoa 
this  day.  I  have  forniehed  Oapt.  MeElhatton  irith  proper  papers 
for  their  b^ilg  sirorn  &  described. 

Permit  we  to  assure  you  that 

I  am  with  respeet,  Gentiemen, 

Your  most  obed«  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

36  Jooe,  1780. 

Instbuctionb  poe  Capt.  McEm[attdn,  1780, 

Philadelphia,  25*»»  June,  1780. 
Inatroetions  For  Capt*  McBIhatton  of  the  InviJid.  Se^f* 

Tott  are  to  embark  on  board  the  Shallop  provided  for  the  purpose 
with  L*  Honeyman  and.  such  recruits  for  the  Pensilvania  line  as 
shall  be  ready  to  go,  a  Kst  of  which  will  be  given  yon ;  with  these 
yon  are  to  proceed  up  the  river  to  Trenton,  and  there  land  the  men. 

Some  men  who  obtained  forlongha  are  to  meet  yon  at  Trenton ; 
these  you  will  hav^  attested  before  a  magistrate  agreeable  to  the 
form  given  you,  each  man  to  sign  the  paper,  and  af^r  his  name  the 
county  and  Battalion  must  be  specified. 

Ton  will  be  furnished  with  another  paper  properly  <5olumn'd  and 
headed  in  which  you.  must  insert  a  description  of  each  of  these  men 
joining  you  at  Trenton. 

The  men  being  furnished  with  rations  only  tor-  this  day  and  to 
morrow,  you  are  to  draw  a  necessary  supply  from  the  Commissary  at 
Trenton  and  snob  other  post  as  may  be  requisite. 

Making  as  little  delay  as  possible  at  Trenton,  yon  are  to  proeeed 
and  join  ihe  Pensilvania  Line  wherever  it  may  be,  shewing  your 
Instructions  to  and  receiving  iuformations  from  such  Generals  or 
other  officers  as  may  be  on  your  march. 

When  Joined  the  Pensilvauia  line  you  are  to  deliver  the  men  to 
Oen^dt.  Glair^  or  Officer  Commanding,  and  take  proper  Receipts. 

When  yon  have  exeonted  these  orders  yon  &  L'  Honeyman  are  to 
BetiR'n  to  this  city  or  where  else  the  Reg*  may  be. 

The  nnmbOT  of  men  being  greatly  short  of  what  I  expected|  L* 
Honeyman  must  remain  in  Trenton  tUl  I  send  another  party. 
Directed^ 

-  To  his  Excellency  the  President  &  Sou}*  Executive  Coineil  of 
the  State. 
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Wm.  Soott  to  Pkes.  Rbed,  1780. 

Tork,  June  26thy  1780. 
Sir, 

I  BeceWed  jonr  ExoeUeneyB  instniotioiis  on  the  6th  iDslant  and 
immediatelj  proceeded  to  execute  the  same ;  and  had  great  difieaaltj 
at  first  setting  out  to  pass  the  new  Money  bnt  am  now  in  hopes  it 
will  pass  Onrraat.  I  haTe  the  Promise  of  fiye  or  six  hundred 
Barrels  of  Floor,  Forage  is  no  so  Plenty.  I  spared  no  pains  in 
search  of  Meat,  and  have  got  above  one  hundred  head  of  sheep,  half 
of  whioh  are  for  Certificates ;  Beef  is  very  scearse — the  bearer,  Mr. 
Armor,  will  deliver  you  an  Order  for  three  thousand  six  hundred 
t  seTenty  six  founds  seventeen  shillings  &  six  pence  for  a  flock  of 
sheep  which  I  Purchased  of  two  young  Men,  and  as  they  were  in 
treat  want  of  the  money  a  gentle  Man  in  Town  TMr.  Wm.  Alexan- 
der) was  kind  enough  to  advance  that  sum  and  takes  this  opertnnity 
of  sending,  which  if  answer'  will  greatly  Oblidge. 

I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  draw  Orders  on  Council  for  the  People  who 
deliver  me  such  numbers  of  Cattle  or  Sheep  as  entitles  them  to 
orders  for  their  money,  wou'd  thank  youf  Excel''  for  a  few  lines  of 
directions  and  whether  I'm  to  Purchase  Whiskey  or  not.  We  hope 
in  few  days  to  have  our  Militia  sranged,  and  have  made  considerable 
Progress  in  Prooarang  our  Volunteers. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

your  SxceUeacy's  Obedient 

•  HumbKserv^, 

W-  SCOTT. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  President  in  Council. 
^Mr.l 
Armor,     i 


MONS.  HOLKBB  TO  PBEfl.   BSSB,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  y  26«»  June,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  remonstrating  to  your  Excellency  that  since 
the  departure  of  W"*  Tarubull,  Esq'',  merchant  of  this  City,  into 
whose  hands  &  to  whose  care  the  immediate  negotiation  &  manage- 
ment of  all  affairs  respecUng  the  service  of  the  marine  of  his  most 
christian  majesty  has  been  entrusted  by  me  with  the  approbation  of 
bis  ^Excellency  the  minister  plenijpotentiary,  the  said  affairs  are  be* 
come  so  intricate  &  so  embarrassmg,  that  I  cannot  proceed  therein 
without  Exposing  tbose  veiy  importatfl  dkmcens  to  utter  oonfosion, 

16* 
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• 

&  perhaps  to  some  fatal  consequences :  all  settlements  of  acooimtg 
are  at  a  stop ;  the  sale  of  my  Bills  on  france  is  committed  to  the 
care  of  persons  much  less  capable  of  transacting  business  of  this  con- 
seqoence,  &  on  whose  prudence  I  cannot  place  'sufficient  confidence 
&  Reliance ;  it  is  for  these  reasons,  though  I  applaud  to  M'  Turn- 
buU^s  Zeal  for  the  welfare  of  his  oountrj,  &  mutt  acknowledge  that 
his  obligations  to  the  public  were  previous  to  those  contraeted  on 
behalf  of  the  servioe  of  his  majesty,  yet  I  think  myself  bonnd  to 
request  the  interference  of  your  Exoellenoy  k  the  Supreme  Execo- 
tive  Oouncil,  in  order  that  this  G«:ideman  may  be  recalled  to  a  8to> 
tion  where  bis  activity  &  intelligence  will  be  much  more  usefull  to 
y*  General  cause  &  the  public  of  america  than  his  personal  ExerttooB 
in  the  american  Army ;  the  more  So  as  it  may  be  the  case  that  I 
shall  be  called  upon  to  attend  personally  to  his  majesty's  naval  forcei 
when  arrived  on  the  8hores  of  this  continent. 

I  trust  your  Excellency  &  Oouncil  will  condescend  to  excuse  this 
application,  &  will  vouchsafe  to  take  the  measures  which  miy  be 
necessary  to  procure  me  a  speedy  relief,  &  which  I  cannot  but  beg 
leave  to  commit  to  their  Judgment,  Prudence  &  beoevolenoe. 
I  Remain  with  Respect, 

Sir,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  very 

humble  servaiity 

HOLKER.* 

His  Excellency  J*  Reed,  Esq'*,  Pres**  of  the  State. 


MoNS.  HoLEER  TO  Pbbs.  Beed,  1780. 

Phfladelphia,  y  26»  June,  1780. 
Sir, 

It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  that  I  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  the  letter  with  which  your  Excellency  honored  me  on  j*  2il' 
instant;  the  resolve  of  the  honorable  supreme  executive eonncil 
respecting  French  Seamen  affords  an  additional  proof  of  the  sapport 
granted  to  his  majesty's  officers  in  the  Execution  of  their  doti&i.  I 
shall  readily  seize  every  opportunity  of  testifying  my  sense  thereof 
and  of  the  attention  with  which  your  Excellency  has  allways  beea 
pleased  to  favor  my  remonstrances  to  this  purpose. 

The  day  after  I  had  the  honor  of  communicating  to  you,  sir,  the 
objections  made  to  the  state  money  by  the  inhabitants  of  Lancaster 
County  to  mr.  Slough,  who  appears  by  all  I  can  learn  to  have  exerted 
himself  to  the  best  of  his  abilities  in  order  to  give  it  currency,  ^ 
ivfao's  success  in  procuring  the  important  articles  entrusted  to  his 

1  «  See  Cot  Sm.,  VoL  XJI.,  p.  442. 
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nre  woald  have  bean  fally  Bfieetaal,  ooald  he  hare  been  able  to 
Establish  this  desirable  object,  I  directed  the  remainder  of  the  monej 
OB  haod  to  be  forwarded  to  him,  informing  him  that  I  had  no  othec 
resooree  for  the  present  in  addition  to  the  small  qnantilj  of  oonti* 
nental  &  hard  money,  which  was  sent  at  the  same  time,  he  was  in* 
formed  of  all  the  stepa  that  had  been  taken  in  order  to  ensure  Iho 
Ciiealatioii  of  the  said  state  money,  erery  additional  and  desirable 
seemity  was  ofered  to  promote  it,  &  he  was  wanedi  that  if  it  did 
not  become  cnrrenty  we  should  probably  ftdl  into  an  Embarrassing 
dilemma  which  might  have  some  very  fatal  consequeqpes. 

I  however  expect  soon  to  hear  from  mr.  Slough,  &  in  consequence 
of  your  Exoelleocy's  observations  if  necessary,  I  shall  direct  him  to 
forward  here  immediately  all  the  monies  he  may  have  by  him  un- 
appropriated, in  case  he  has  not  a  fair  prospect  of  Employing  it 
forthwith,  &  I  shall  have  the  same  reposited  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treaanrer  of  the  state* 

I  shall  not  fail  communicating  to  his  Excellency  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  that  part  of  your  letter  which  relates  to  him. 
I  Remain  with  due  Consideration, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  & 

very  humble  servant, 

HOLKER  * 

Directedy 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed. 


Fres.  BmD  TO  Nicholas  Lutz^  1780. 

Sir, 

In  Answer  to  jour  Letter  of  the  21st  Inst.  reed,  inform  you  that 
the  Flesh  purchased  on  this  Occasion  is  by  no  Means  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  Part  of  the  supplies  o^led  for  from  this  State,  &  which 
the  Commisary.  cannot  purchase.  The'  special  Exigence'  of  the 
army  oqeaaioned  a  special  Exertion  k  we  cannot  consent  to  have 
any  Part  of  it  diverted  to  any  other  Purpose.  If  the  Gommissy.  of 
Beading  is  disposed  to  purcluMe  any  of  the  Gattleor  Sheep  on  Hand 
&  which  it  may  not  be  worth  while  to  drive  down  you  may  let  him 
have  .them  in  Preference  to  any  other  Purchaser,  but  it  is  not  cur 
Jnteat  to  have  our  Gommissioners  considered  as  purchasing  Qommis- 
saries  for  the  Posts  in  the  County.  Nor  are  you  on  any  Occasion  to 
deliver  the  issuing  Gommissary  any  Article  purchased  by  you  except 
by  our  special  Direction. 

Ton  will  now  have  yont  whole  attention  engaged  in  the  Purchase 
of  Flour  &  short  Forage,  &  in  which  I  most  earnestly  request  you  tf 
exeri  yourself.    The  season  of  the  leafi  ft. the  ^^\S  %lrea4y  pro- 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Yol.  XII,  p.  4^ 
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eored  hasr  made  ua  esBf  on  the  Boore  of  Flesh  But  in  the  aitittle  of 
Flour  ure  are  Btill  mach  nnprovidedi  the  State  Money  having  beea 
xeoeiyed  hero  ai  the  sale  of  oonfiaoated  Estates,  &  in  Taxes  has 
made  it  very  oiirrent,  &  yoa  may  be  quite  satisfied  that  it  will 
reoeive  full  Confidenoe  &  Currency.  Col.  Marsteller  writes  me  from 
Lanoaster  Ooanty.That  he  thhih«  good  Flour  maybe  procured  lor 
Three  Dolbr  ^  Ct.  But  we  must  desire  you  to  inform  us  from  Time  to 
Time  what  Progress  you  make  in  the  articles  of  Floor  &  Forage  as 
we  are  daily  urged  on  these  subjects  by  Congress  &  the  GeneraL 

I  am  Sir^  Tours. 
Indorsed^ 
June  26, 1780. 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Ghe^alisb  db  la  LuzekitEj  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  Honour  of  inclosing  your  Ezoell'  a  Passport  for  Greg- 
ory West,  th»  English  Prisoner  referred  to  in  your  Ezoell'*  Favour 
of  yesterday.  As  we  find  many  inconveniences  in  permitting  British 
Prisoners  to  continue  in  this  City,  I  beg  Leave  to  express  my  Desire 
that  he  would  not  remain  here  longer  than  is  absolutely  necssary. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be^ 

with  great  Respect  &  Regard, 

Sir,  Your  Excell'*  most 

obed.  &  very  HbbL  Servt.* 
Indoned'^ 
June  27, 1780. 


Col.  Jacob  Morgait  t6  Majou  Edw.  Sctjll,  1780. 

Reading,  27th  June.  1T80- 
Sir, 

Inclosed  wc  send  you  the  Muster  Roll  of  the  Men  that  Marched 
under  your  Command  to  Philadelphia,  together  wfth  Certified  Gojnes 
of  their  Inlistments.  Please  enquire  of  Secretary  Matbck  whether 
David  Morgan  ia  appointed  for  one  of  the  Sub  Lietf^  for  Berks 
County — if  he  is,  be  pleased  to  bring  his  commission  if  ready. 
I  am.  Sir,  your  Hum.  Servt., 

JACOB  MORGAN^  L.  B.  C. 

*  iSee'Crf  Reo.,  Yol.  Xtl.,  p.  403. 
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C!oL.  Jaoob  Mobqak  to  Prbb.  Rbid,  1780. 
-.  Ka^diag,  27th  June,  1780. 

I  sent  to  Pfaila*  yesteorday  mder  the  Oommand  of  Major  Ed* 
9oiill  fifty  two  Yolanteen  ndsed  in  the  County  of  Berks,  together 
with  a  Muster  Roil  and  Certified  Copies  of  their  Inlistm^ts,  being 
all  that  we  oonld  get  ready,  we  could  not  gat  them  attested  without 
Jobs  of  time,  the  remainder  I  expeet  will  be  got  ready  to  march  by 
Monday  next. 

lam  Sir 

your  Ezoellency's  most 

obedient  Hum.  Ser*, 

JACOB  MORGAN,  L.  B.  C. 

P.  S.    The  Men  we  sent  down  have  all  been  paid  their  full 
Botinly  for  Inlisting. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq*-,  President  for  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  Philadelphia. 


Coi.  Sam,  Huntee  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Sunbury,  27**  June^  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  Dated  this  month  withe  Commissions  for  the  Vol- 
iotier  Company  of  this  County,  came  safe  to  hand,  I  have  filled  up 
the  Captainsey  for  John  Dougherty  but  no  other  Officers  as  yet,  as 
we  have  only  twenty  five  men  that  can  be  Raised  agreeable  to  the 
leat  act  pass'd  for  Elach  Company  to  find  two  men,  those  men  I  have 
on  duty,  as  no  Others  has  Arrived  from  any  of  the  interiour  Countys 
to  Reinforce  us,  so  that  we  are  Obliged  to  do  all  we  can  for  our  own 
Preservation,  and  indeed  the  People  of  this  County  has  beheaved  on 
this  Occasion  as  well  as  many  others  with  spirit,  suppose  they  are 
Very  much  Reduced  Boath  in  numbers  and  otherwise,  yet  they  still 
keep  odC  scouting  Party^  on  the  Frontiers  and  sometimes  is  joined 
hy  some  of  Col'  Weltner's  Regiment. 

There  has  been  several  partys  has  made  Attempts  to  get  Scalps  or 
Prisoners  Agreeable  to  the  Proclamation  but  has  Returned  without 
Success  in  that  way>  suppose  they  discovered  several  Indian  traota 
but  could  not  make  out  which  way  they  were  bound,  there  has  been 
no  murders  Commited  since  y  12th  Ins^  that  there  was  one  man 
Killed  and  his  son  taken  Prisoner  about  seven  miles  from  this  on  th^ 
Keading  Road,  the  same  day  there  was  an  Indian  man  came  to  the 
field  wl^re  one  Thomas  Bowyer  and  some  of  his  family  was  Working 
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at  Com,  abont  ten  miles  above  tbis  on  tbe  nortb  6ranch|  S'  Indian 
Clabed  his  Gun  and  steped  up  to  Bowyen  to  shake  hands  with  him, 
at  the  same  time  Bowjers  Daughter  desired  the  Indian  to  go  to  the 
House  and  there  they  would  give  him  Bread  and  milk — ^The  Indian 
Redily  oomply'd  and  went  to  the  House  carrying  his  own  Oun  all 
the  time  but  never  Attempted  to  do  them  the  least  injury,  whea 
they  went  to  the  Honse  there  hapened  to  be  a  son  of  Bowyer^s  thmt 
was  abroad  that  day,  came  home,  he  took  and  tyed  the  Indian  and 
brought  him  to  me,  whome  I  ordered  into  Gk)al  where  he  Bemained 
till  last  firiday,  that  Col>  Mathew  Smith  took  him  down  to  LAScasier, 
and  from  thence  to  be  sent  to  Council.     We  had  him  fizamiaed 
here  by  an  interpreter  but  give  us  very  little  Sattisfaction,  he  sajs 
he  is  of  the  Tusoorora  tribe  but  talks  the  Mohawk  tongue  well,  he 
says  he  was  not  with  tbe  party  that  had  done  the  murder  that 
morning,  nor  did  not  intend  doing  any  harm  to  the  White  People, 
but  wanted  to  oome  and  deliver  himself  up.   Bowyers  has  demanded 
oertificate  from  me  to  intitle  him  to  the  Reward  Offered  for  Prisoners 
agreeable  to  the  Proclamation,  I  told  him  I  cofUld   not  with   mnj 
Propriety  give  him  that,  but  would  Refer  him  to  Council  Releatin^ 
^e  manner  he  took  him,  which  I  have  mentioned  above. 

When  those  Yolintiers  comes  to  this  Countv,  I  am  afraid  we  will 
be  scarce  of  Provisions  as  there  is  but  little  here  in  store,  and  bat 
Very  little  of  any  kind  can  be  had  to -Purchase  in  this  County,  the 
Harvest  is  now  aproaohing  and  the  inhabitants  is  geting  afraid  as  it 
has  been  the  time  this  two  years  past  that  Indians  came  down  in 
large  partys  on  our  J'rQntiers,  and  if  the  Indians  begins  to  Retnm 
from  the  fiizpedition  they  intended  Carrying  on  against  Fort 
Schuylar,  I  am  afraid  we  shall  have  them  here  tbis  Harvest  likewise* 

We  are  Scarce  of  Ammunition  in  this  County  as  that  you  made 
mention  of  to  me  in  your  letter  of  tbe  24^  of  April*  last  has  nerer 
come  to  hand  so  that  I  am  a  little  Aprehensive  it  has  l>een  mis- 
carryed;  I  have  Wrote  to  Cap*  Hambright  on  this  Subject  with 
Daniel  Rees  who  has  promised  to  forward  whatever  Ammunition 
will  be  sent  at  this  time  for  the  Militia  of  this  County. 
I  am  Sir  with  Great  Esteem 

your  Excellency's  most  Obed* 
&  very  Humb^  Serv* 

8AM»  HUNTER,  L.  N.  O. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq%  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  page  205. 
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Col.  Philip  Marstbller  to  Prbs.  RsBDy  1780. 

Lebanon,  June  28%  1780. 
Sir, 

Immediately  on  Receiving  yonr  Ezoellencies  last  favor  I  Ceas'd 
pnrchasiDg  any  more  Cattlei  but  haying  had  40  purchased  before 
your  Order  came  to  hand  I  have  now  sent  them  by  the  bearer  M' 
Weiser — ^I  have  ^procured  them  Reasonable  and  with  Consent  of  the 
Owners,  the  whole  40  with  all  the  Expenoe  and  Charges  to  the 
Hour  of  driving  them  as  far  Philad*  comes  to  £14.830.2.6,  Avaraging 
at  £358.  5.  Of  each,  and  shall  transmit  a  Regular  Act  of  the  whole 
proceedings  to  the  Hon'  Council  by  the  first  opportunity  offering ; 
more  Cattle  may  be  had  should  they  be  wanted. 

Should  my  further  Services  be  wanted  your  Excellency  will  please 
to  Command. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  Subscribe  myself 

your  Exoellencies  most  Ob'* 

and  Very  Hum'*  Serv* 

P.  MARSTBLLER. 
P.  S.    How  Fares  our  Army  ? 
JDireetedf 

Jo»  Reed,  Esq',  Presd*. 


FrBS«  EbEB  to  MlGHiiBL  Btan,  1780. 

Sir, 

As  your  office  was  erected  in  Aid  of  the  LieaieQan«y  &  is  noti 
nofcioed  in  the  Xiaw  on  wbioh  the  Militia  ia  framed,  it  wUl  be  beab 
for  yon,  on  all  Occasions,  to  make  Use  of  his  Authority  to  draw  out 
the  Troops  or  to  carry  any  other  Measure  into  Effect  which  may 
make  your  Office  useful  &  efficacious.  As  the  Matter  is  misunder- 
stood I  think  any  Inspection  had  better  be  deferred  for  a  few  Days, 
&  then,  in  Concert  with  the  Lieutenants  &  Colonels,  you  may  be 
able  to  fix  on  some  Plan  which  will  not  meet  with  Difficulties. 
I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  Obed't 
&  very  H'bble  Servt. 

Indorsed,— 3me  28,  '80. 
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ROBBHT  MOEKIfl  TO  P&M.  Bbbb,  1780. 

Philada.,  June  28th,  1780. 
Genf, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  350  Maak^te  are  arrived  at 
Baltimore  from  Gape  Francois,  in  the  Brig  Hawke,  Cap.  Tajlor,  Ids 
of  which  are  for  the  state  of  Pensjlyania,  &  )d  for  Maryland,  being 
part  of  1500  Muskets  shipped  by  Mr.  John  Ross,  in.  1776  or  1777, 
for  this  Port ;  that  is,  1000  were  intended  for  Pennsa.  k  500  for 
Maryland,  they  were  put  in  different  Boxes,  &  properly  marked  & 
distinguished  from  each  other,  but  the  ship  being  blown  off  this 
Coast  put  into  Cape  Francois,  landed  her  Cargo  &  returned  to  France. 
I  have  constantly  been  endeavouring  to  get  these  &  other  articles  of 
her  Cargo  brought  here,  but  it  is  only  now  and  then  a  Yeasell  will 
take  any  of  them  in,  as  they  make  better  fre*"  with  West  India  Com- 
modities. This  Brig's  Freight  is  33id  %  C^  on  the  valuci  or  one 
third  of  the  Muskets,  234  of  these  Muskets  shall  be  delivered  to 
your  order  in  Bait*,  but  your  Hooours  will  please  to  give  orders  for 
payment  of  the  freight  in  Money  .or  Muskets,  at  your  option;  if  the 
former  they  .must  he  valued,  or  if  more  agreeable^  I  will  pay  the 
freight,  order  them  here  to  your  armory  &  pay  all  charges  on  your 
Bgreeiug  to  reimburse  me  when  the  business  is  compleated.  I  am 
very  respectfully  your  Excellency's  &  their  Honour's  most  obed't 
Serv't 

ROBT.  MORRIS. 

P.  8.  The  Boxes  in  which  they  were  originally  shipped  were 
broke  in  landing  &  storing  at  Gape  Francois,  which  rendei^  it  im- 
possible  to  distinguish  which  were  the  Pensylv*  or  Maryland  Mus- 
kets, for  which  reason  I  have  constantly,  as  they  arrived,  divided 
them  as  now  proposed ;  iWo  parcellcr  have  already  been  delivered  in 
this  way^  &  this  State  has  received        814  Muskets  &  800  Locks 

167      do. 
&  now,  234      do. 

715  part  of  1000  shipped. 

Directed, 

His  Exc'y,  The  President,  k  their  Hoaonrs,  the  Council  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Pees,  Rbed  to  Robert  Morris,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  yesterday  was  duly  received  k  laid  before  the 
Council.  As  you  have  been  so  obliging,  among  the  Modes  proposed 
of  adjusting  this  Matter,  we  think  it  will  be  attended  with  the  least 
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IVonble  to  haiw  the  Arms  brought  hither  under  your  0rj[ery-ft 
therefore  acoept  the  Offer  joa  hare  obiigfDgly  made  ia  thie  Setpect^ 
We  shall  ohearfallj  veimburse  ali  Expenses  &  Ohairges  which  may 
attend  the  &rtiier  Progress  of  the  Matter  whe&erver  presented.  In 
the  present  Slate  of  our  Armonry  it  will  be  mafB  ooaTenient  to  pay 
the  Freight  in  Money  agreeable  to  a  Valuation. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 


Gbkl.  Gso.  Washington  to  Pbes.  Bbbd^  1780. 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapaugh,  29th  June,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  agreeable  to  your  Exoellonoy^s  request  sent  Col*  Johnson 
witli  fivB  CNBIoers  from  the  line  to  take  charge  of  and  Forward  the 
Levies  to  the  army.  1  make  no  doabt  bat  they  will  meet  with  aU 
poflsiUe  assiitanee  from  Your  £zeellenoy  and  the  Oonoeil  in  proonr^ 
ing  smch  equipments  as  are  necessary  fo  the  men  previous  to  thek 
nuuncfehig* 

I  am  witt  the  greatest  respect 

and- regard,  Tour  Excellency's 
most  obe't  servaot, 

G*  WASHINGTON. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Bsq'. 


John  Mabon  to  P&es^  Bub,  1780. 

Philadelphia. 

May  Please  Tour  Ezcelency, 

S'y  Being  Oppressed  by  a  Late  Lav,  irieh  Cttuses.Great  murfner^g 
anoong  your  faitbfull  militia  men  ^and  Offercers — ^we  are  very  Un- 
equally Tax'd,  therefore  very  Ui^^^  ^Q  ^^^^^  Street  their  are 
Tax'd  Ten  Shillings  in  the  hundred  y  in  Second  Street  20  Shilling; 
in  third  40  Shill'g;  in  fourth  Street  50  Shiirg;  in  fiveth  Street  50 
Aod  three  pound  in  the  hundred,  wioh  is.  a  Great  deal  more  than  we 
are  in  the  45  million,  an  if  your  Excellency ^Ear  is  open  to  our  Com- 
plaint, Give  us  Leave  to  say  we  think,  that  the  Sub  Lieuts  ought  to 
l>e  brought  to  a  Biged  acct.  for  the  vast  sum  in  their  hands. — for 
Xnstance — ^the  money  Collected  when  Exchange  at  20— &  30 — and  if 
now  paid  in  at  60 ^Leaves  a  vast  ballance  in  their  hands — further 
-money  now  due  for  non-assosiaters,  in  our  square  45000  Dollars 
jmajor  Carr  amounts  to  a  vast  sum  with  submissiea  we  think— 
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Soable  the  Namber  of  men  might  have  beea  Recrated  for  Doriiig 

the  war — for  the  same  money  th^a  to  be  Rueed  for  two  men. 
Not  to  say  too  mnch  Give  me  Leave  Sr.  to  aay  your  hnmble  Sevt 
N.  B.  5  or  6  Taxes  Ooming  at  oDce  together  with  £18  Oc  for 

Baisii^  two  men,  makee  my  Tax  £160  and  I  Intend  to  go  to  Cuop 

when  Called  on. 


Directed^ 
To  hifl  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Beed  Esqr. 


JOHN  MASON. 


'    Gekl.  Arthur  St.  Clair  to  Prbs.  Rksd^  1780. 

Camp  at  Ramapongh,  Jane  29th9 1780. 
Sir, 

I  reooiTed  a  Letter  from  Colonell  Nieola  some  time  ago,  intimating 
a  Request  of  the  Coanoil  that  some  Officers  might  be  sent  dows  to 
take  the  Charge  of,  and  eonvey  to  Camp,  a  Party  <^  Reeraiti  thtft 
were  then  in  Town.  We  hate  been  so  oonstaatly  employed,  and  ia 
motion  since,  that  I  conld  not  sooner  atend  it  ]  bat  as  I  am  taforadl 
that  the  Namber  is  greatly  onoveased,  and  that  yoa  wish'some  Field 
offioer  to  snperintend  the  Business ;  Colonel  Johnston,  who  will 
deliver  this,  is  sent  for  that  purpose,  with  two  officers  from  etch 
Brigade.  These,  I  presume,  will  be  suffioient,  but  should  it  be 
found  thst  more  sre  necessary,  they  shall  be  sent  likewise.  Colonel 
Nioola  seems  to  be  in  doubt  whether  the  Recruits  should  be  aime4 
and  equipped  in  Town  or  here.  I  do  most  heartily  wish  it  may  be 
done  in  Town,  both  because  I  believe  it  will  be  diffioult  here,  and 
that  they  will  be  got  on  with  more  Ease  and  less  Danger  of  Deser- 
tion. 

I  am,  Sir,  Tour  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Seryant^ 

A.  St.  CLAIB. 

Colonel  Chambers  has  jusi  i^plted  to  me  about  a  Commission  for 
a  Mr.  John  McMurtrie,  whom  he  appointed  an  Ensign  in  his  Begi- 
ment,  in  Consequence,  he  says,  of  his  having  been  approved  of  by 
You.'  In  that  Case  I  can  have  no  Objection,  but  in  the  present 
weak  state  of  our  Regiments  we  have,  in  general,  more  officers  tto 
are  in  any  wise  necessary,  but  this  Qentlemen  has  been  acting  as  oae 
for  some  time. 
Directed^ 

Public  service. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed|.  Esquire^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Fav«  by  C<^  Johnston. 
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Pbes.  07  Congress  to  Pres.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Jane  29, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  urgent  necessity  of  drawing  into  the  public  Treasarj,  the 
ten  millions  of  dollars  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  the  19^  Ma;^"^  was  so 
fallj  pointed  out,  that  Congress  exceedingly  regret  the  failure  of 
this  necessary  supply — the  conjuncture  is  already  arrived  when  it  is 
hecome  essential  not  only  to  the  operations  of  this  Campaign^  bat  to 
the  very  existence  of  the  army. 

Congress  therefore  can  no  longer  delay  reiterating  the  most 
importunate  solicitations,  that  the  proportions  of  each  of  the  States 
be  forwarded  immediately — For  this  purpose  they  have  dbpatche4 
a  special  messenger,  &  they  trust  he  will  not  meet  with  disappoint- 
ment. A  further  sum  must  also  be  speedily  had  or  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  the  Operations  to  proceed,  Congress  have  therefore  drawn 
on  thoee  States  for  the  remainder  of  their  quotas  to  the  first  of 
Mareh  last  ieeUsiTe,  and  ii  is  their  duty  to  conjure  the  several 
States  if  they  should  still  be  unprepared,  that  they  will  at  all  events 
transmit  their  arrears  to  the  penod  last  mentioned  to  the  Continental 
treasury  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  the  warrants. 

The  monthly  estimates  of  money  hertofere  made  were  bat  barely 

safficient  at  that  time,  their  value  has  since  greatly  diminished  k 

the  payment  has  been  delayed  long  after  it  became  dae.     TlMse 

eiroamstanoes  have  already  involvd  oar  affiurs  in  mneh  perplexity 

&  driven  to  expedients  which  nothing  but  the  last  necessity  oo«I4 

justify.    Permaneney  and  arrangement  in  the  puUac  fiunees  bosI 

-at  every  hazard  be  introduced  &  supported.     In  this  view  Congress 

do  again  with  the  most  earnest  solicitade  press  on  the  several  States 

the  neeeesity  of  vigorous  &  decisive  measoies  for  eonveying  into  fiiQ 

&  immediate  execatiott  their  resolotiona  of  the  18*^  of  March  last. 

The  doing  whioh  at  tfie  same  time  that  it  plaoes  puUieoredit  on  the 

Barest  bans  will  in  the  conrBe  of  the  year  give  all  the  relief  that 

oould  possibly  result  from  a  further  emission  equal  to  the  whole  that 

is  now  ia  eirculatton.    These  resolntioos  Congress  are  penmaded  are 

every  day  better  understood  and  that  upon  ^ving  them  their  foil 

effect  very  much  depends  the  final  estaUidiment  of  our  Liberties. 

It  is  annecessary  that  Congress  should  suggest  lo  the  several 
States  the  expediency  of  providing  by  Loans  against  tiny  deficiency 
they  may  have  reason  to  apprehend  firom  their  taxes. 

The  blank  bills  for  the  several  States  will  be  forwarded  as  fast  as 
tlie  Acts  of  their  Assemblies  providing  funds  for  them  are  tran»i 
xnitted  to  Congress. 

By  Order  of  Congress, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
J>irected,^-^'BiB  Excellency  President  Heed. 

*  See  page  225. 
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BfiBOLUTION  OF  CosaBESs,  1780. 

In  Congress,  June  29*^  1780. 
Ordered, 

That  warrants  be  drawn  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  on  the  treasurers  of  the  several  States  from  New  Hampshire 
to  Maryland  inclusive  for  the  respective  proportions  of  the  ten  millioa 
dvllars  specially  called  for  by  the  resolutions  of  the  iS"*  May  list 
and  that  expresses  be  despatched  with  the  same  accompanied  with 
»  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  the  executive  powen  of 
the  said  States.' 

.  That  warranto  be  also  drawn  in  favor  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
tjnited  States  on  the  treasurers  of  the  several  States  above  meo- 
tioned  for  the  remainder  of  their  quotas  of  assessment  due  to  the  1** 
of  March  last  inclusive  and  sent  by  the  same  expresses. 

Extract  from  the  inijiute% 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sed'. 


Col.  Lswis  Nioqla  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd^  1780. 

CkttUemen, 

I  iiadthe  lienoar  of  acquminiing  yom  last  mooday  of  a  party  of 
VoloBteera  I  kad  aent  off  the  eroning  befora,  alao  that  ^Borerai  cl 
ikom  ordered  had  bo6  attemkd,  nor  have  tliey  mnoe  made  tliai 
appearance. 

At  roll  calling  jeaterdaj  morning  I  fonid  d5.  ready  &  ordend 
them  to  attend  ready  to  march- at  4  in  the  aftemoon,  at  whioh  tine 
only  17  appeared  whioh  were  immediate  embarked  &  aent  ondat 
the  oare  of  a  Seij*  of  the  Invalid  reg<  to  Lt.  Honeyman  at  TrentoD, 
of  the  defaulters  none  were  at  roll  ealling  last  night  A  only  4  ftUi 
moning. 

Yesterday  fiO  from  Berks  eomaty  and  this  morning  2  more  mn^ 
Hkej  are  now  at  Mr.  Millers  and  I  propoeei  if  possible,  sending  tb«B 
off, this  afternoon  with  as  many  more  as  shall  then  be  ready.  I  b^o 
objeoted  to  one  of  these  men  becanse  he  was  formerly  in  the  service 
&  dismissed  being  nnfit  for  field  duty. 

I  rec'  the  inclosed  this  morning  but  oannot  find  the  name  of  Cook 
among  my  lists  possibly  the  Council  may  think  it  proper  somfl 
farther  notice  should  be  taken  the  2  men. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  respect 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obed.  Serv*, 

LBWIS  NICOLA,  T.M. 

29  June,  1780. 
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Gbn.  WABfiXNGTON  to  Pbbs.  Rbid,  1780. 

(Circular.) 

Head  Qoirften,  Bamffiaptugfa,  80Ui  Jna^  1780. 
Sir, 

As  the  levies  required  of  the  States  for  filling  their  battaUone 
have  not  yet  joiiled  the  armj  or  the  Ffenoh  fleet  arrived,  I  beg  leave 
to  inform  yoa  that  it  will  be  utmeoessary  for  the  militia,  which  the 
honorable  the  eoaiimittee  of  Congress  were  pleased  to  call  for  on  a 
kte  oecftsm,  to  be  at  the  plaoe  appointed  for  their  rendeivoos  before 
the  25th  of  next  month.  By  thi&  tiaie  I  weald  willingly  hope  that 
things  will  be  in  sneh  a  tmiii.  an  to  enable  us  to  oonmeace  oar  ope<* 
ntion»,  and  to  make  their  aid  esaentiaL  The  present  crima  is  by  fas 
tbe. most  important  and  delicate  tiiat  this  ooantry  has  ever  expe- 
rienoed,  and  it  pains  me  in  the  extreme,  that  we  are  so  backward  in 
all  our  iMiisvreii.  X  hope  a  memeDt  will  not  be  lost  in  poshing  on 
the  levies  to  fill  the  battalions.  Our  allies  would  be  chagrined 
were  they  to  arrive  to-day,  to  find  that  we  have  but  a  handful  of 
men  in  the  field,  and  wonld  doubt  it  is  more  than  probable  whether 
we  had  serious  intentions  to  prosecute  measures  with  vigor.  If  we 
do  not  avail  ourselves  of  their  succour  by  the  most  decisive  and 
energetic  steps  on  our  part,  the  aid  they  so  generously  bring  may 
prove  our  ruin,  and  at  best  it  will  be  in  sidi  case  aneng  the  most 
uo fortunate  events  next  to  that  of  absolute  ruin,  that  could  have 
befallen  uS.  I  think  it  my  dOty,  as'ofken  as  I  have  the  honor  of 
addressing  the  States,  to  forewarn  them  that  the  completion  of  their 
battalions  to  their  full  eomplemeht  of  five*  hundred  and  four  rank 
and  file  is  a  measure  of  indispensable  necessity  to  the  intended  oo* 
operation,  and  that  without  it  we  cannot  even  attempt  any  thing 
decisive. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greafeet  respect  and  eiteemi 
yow^  Bxoclleney'ir 

most  oV  serv*, 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Governor  Reed^  Bfl^'. 
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.  Goii.  L.  KiooiiA  TO.  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Gentlemen^ 

Yesterday  afternoon  I  sent  off  59  men,  mostly  Berka  Coantj 
men,  &  sent  direoUons  to  Lt.  Honeymin  to  march  them  off  to  camp 
with  seventeen  men  sent  before,  I  shall  have  a  considerable  partj 
ready  to  go  tp  morrow  afternoon,  bat  have  not  an  officer  to  send  with 
them,  nor  any  one  there  to  receive  them. 

By  a  letter  I  rec*  last  night  from  Gap*  McElhatton,  I  m 
informed  5  of  the  Volenteers  who  had  permission  tegohomew 
condition  of  repairing  immediately  to  Trenton  had  joined  hin, 
several  of  the  men  mentioned  in  my  former  reports  to  the  Conaeii 
have  not  yet  returned,  Gol.  Coats  informs  me  he  has  reason  lobe* 
lieve  several  have  gone  to  Trenton,  if  so  the  men  will  not  be  lost  bat 
tiie  book  will  be  incom pleat  as  some  weire  not  sworn  or  registered,  k 
Gap*  McBlhatton,  to  whom  I  have  given  directions,  set  off  (lom 
Trenton  the  twenty-seventh  Jiiet. 

Permit  me  to  assare  you  that  I  am  with  respect^  Ckadenen, 
your  most  obed*  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Ihy. 

30  June,  1780. 
Direciedf 

To  his  Bzoellanfly  the  PreAident  &  Hon^  Ezecntive  CotinciL 


Col.  BiioJ)iH£AZ)  to.P&es.  Bped,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  June  30th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  to  inoloee  the  copy  of  m  letter  I  have  jost 
received  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  Orobe,  No.  1^  likewise  a  Copj 
of  the  invoice  of  Stores  forwarded  for  my  Beg^  and  a  Betoro  of 
Stores  received.  By  the  first  you  will  see  what  improper  ok  if 
made  of  your  proclamation  and  by  Comparing  the  2nd  &  third,  the 
vast  deficiency  in  the  Stores.  I  have  not  as  yet  heard  how  th« 
deficiency  has  been  occasioned,  but  certainly  some  body  is  blame 
worthy,  and  I  wish  the  matter  may  be  investigated. 

Captain  L^  Brady  is  just  returned  from  Sandusky.  He  took 
Prisoners  two  young  Squaws  within  a  mile  of  their  principal  Village, 
one  of  them  effected  her  escape  after  six  Days  march,  the  other  be 
brought  to  Cuscusky,  where  he  met  seven  warriors,  who  had  taken  a 
woman  &  Child  off  Chartier's  Creek.  He  fired  at  the  CapUio  k 
killed  him,  and  have  brought  in  the  woman,  &  the  Indians  Sealp, 
but  the  Squaw  made  her  escape  at  the  same  time    When  Capt^ 
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Bndy  fired  at  the  IiKfiaat  he  bad  onlj  three  men  with  him,  ft  hoi 
two  rounds  of  powder.  He  was  out  thirty  two  Days,  six  of  which 
he  was  qaite  destitate  of  Provisions  of  any  kind,  bat  be  has  bronght 
his  party  safe  to  this  place.  Captain  Lien^  Brady's  Zeal  perseterence 
ft  good  Cbodnct  certainly  entitles  him  to  promotion^  there  has  been 
a  Tseanoy  for  him  erer  since  the  Peath  of  Captain  Dawson,  which 
h^pened  in  last  September^  and  I  mnst  beg  leave  to  recoommend 
him  to  the  Hon'ble  Ezeoative  Conneil  as  an  officer  of  merit. 

I  am  informed  that  an  Expedition  is  carryio^  on  from  Detroit 
against  the  new  Settlement  at  Eentocke.  The  Lient*-of  that 
G^nnty  applied  to  me  for  assistance,  bat  it  was  not  in  my  power  to 
comply  with  his  reqnest  I  Jiave  only  one  months  Provisions  for 
my  Troops,  and  how  to  obtain  another,  I  cannot  devise,  unless  by 
force,  for  pablick  money  or  Credit  cannot  be  found  in  this  Depart- 
ment. I  have  wrote  to  the  Hon'ble  Board  of  War  for  Instructions 
on  this  point,  but  when  I  shall  receive  an  answer  is  doubtful. 

A  Report  prevails  that  Charlestown  ft  our  Garrison  are  in  the 
Hands  of  the  finomy,  I  bepe  there  is  no  truth  in  it,  but  bad  news 
15  seldom  &lse. 

I  beg  yon  to  present  my  respectfull  Compt*  to  Colo.  Bayard,  and 
believe  me  to  be  your  Excellencies  sincere  ft 

H'ble  Servant 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD. 
P.  8. 

The  efioers  of  my  Reg*  are  very  anxious  to  know  when  they  are 
to  espeet  their  promotion.  They  have  been  informed  that  other 
officers  of  our  line  have  received  promotion  respectively. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Exeeiry  Jos.  Reed,  Escf . 


Pubs.  Bbsd  to  Wm,  Scott,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  2&th  June*  was  duly  reoemd.  We  wwild  have 
joa  carefully  distinguish  between  your  Office  as  Commisstoner  of 
Porehaaes  under  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  the  28  Mareh,  ft  aa 
Appoistment  under  the  late  Act  passed  1st  June.  The  latler  was  n 
Mistelce  of  our  Clerks,  as  we  did  not  intend  to  have  uiy  Cattle  or 
Sheep  purchased  beyond  the  Susquehanna,  these  Counties  being  too 
remote  to  give  a  proper  or  speedy  Supply  to  the  main  Army  in 
Distress.  You  will  therefore  stop  immediaUly  in  your  Purchases  of 
Fleeii^  ft  dispose  of  what  you  have  procured  to  the  beat  advantage  f 
the  JjOBB,  if  any,  we  must  be  oontent  to  bear.  We  must  beg  yoa 
woold  attend  to  the  Law>  ft  Aot  permit  any  Orders  to  come  down  to 

*  See  page  865. 
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IB,  but  wh^n  PenoDS  have  pronPutei  Cattle  b  j  dieir  Grddifcft  Infloeooe, 
or  AdvancB  of  Money,  &  by  no  meaiia  to  draw  Orders  in  tooar  of 
Peraoas  who  were  Owners  of  the  Cattle.  The  Beadineaa  whidi  the 
GommisaioneiB  havd  shown  in  giving  Draoghta  upon  ns,  has  gretUy 
^Uatressed  &  embatass'd  ms,  k  the  more  so  as  anny  GoastieB,  ydnn 
lA  partioalar^  aire  Extremely  ^ficient  in  Tazea — ^Fionr  k  Fonge  w« 
must  request  yon  to  proeate  as  hit  &  aasobn  asftosobfe.  We  hop* 
you  will  be  able  to  get  rid  of  the  Cattle  k  Sheep  with  litde  Lois,  k 
HI  that  Case  yo«  will  be  able  to  reimburse  the  Sellerd,  at  least  in  gre&t 
Part.  The  State  Honey  passes  current  herey  k  will  do  so  ereiy 
where.  Yon  will  please  to  inform  ns  from  Time  to  Titee  how  yiw 
prooeed  in  the  Parohases  of  Fionr  k  Eooge. 
I  am;  Sii^y 

Tour  obed.  HBbl.  Scrvt. 


Wm.  Hbnily  to  Prab.  B«»^  1780. 

^  LaniJMler,  Jiily  the  8*,  1780. 

Sir, 

In  a  Letter  from  Col"  Atlee,  of  the  l*^  Inst*,  I  have  the  following 
Paragraph  from  your  Exoell^noy's  of  the  22'  Ult» : 

<<  The  Deficiencies  of  Lancaster  County  in  the  Taxes  is  beeome  a 
most  serions  Consideration.  The  Treasnver  xnfonxiB  ns  Chat  osly 
Three  Townships  have  paid  off  their  Fifteen  MilMon  Taxes,  while 
the  Counties  here  which  have  been  invaded,  distressed  k  plnndend, 
have  paid  off  their  Fifteen  Million,  their  Forty  Five,  and  Three  of  their 
Monthly  Taxes.  Is  not  this  melancholy  ?" — ^I  am  sorry  M'  Ritteo- 
house  has  not  understood  my  laqt  Letter  to  him  on  that  Babjeet, 
though  perhaps  the  Fault  may  be  my.  own ;  be  that  as  it  may,  the 
Fact  is,  that  the  whole  of  the  First  Tax  for  1779,  except  a  Ballinee 
in  the  Hands  jof  Tfared  of  tho  Collectors  (who  are  sued)  is  paid  into 
my  Hands;  and  I  have  paid  at  Sundrjr  Times  ab<  £163,000  to  the 
Treasurer,  and  by  his  Order,  &c» ;  and  have  Orders  of  Congress  for 
more  ffaan  the  Amount  of  the  first  Tair^  at  the  'Rme  I  wrote  to  the 
State  Treasurer  there  were  but  Thufte  Townships  who  had  made  their 
fbrst  Payments  on  the  second  Tax  for  177&,  Since  which  Three 
others  have  made  eaeh  a  small  Payment ;  But  th^re  lays  an  order  of 
the  Treasurer  in  Favour  of  Ooh  Blaine  for  150,000,  in  the  hands  of 
M*-  Siougb,  30,000  of  which  I  have  discharged.  I  was  obliged  to 
kiid  Col.  Atlee  £1^500  to  forward  the  P^nsylvania  Ydnnteers, 
except  which  1  have  not  lent  or  laid  out  any  lltoiies,  either  in  Trade  or 
Qtherways,  belonging  to  tho  publiek.  I  beg  Leave  to  observe,  that 
there  seems  to  be  more  expected  from  Lancaster '  County  than  wis 
m  ow  Power  to  perform.  The  Act  Levying  the  second  Tuc  for 
1779;  was  made  in  November  last,  and  the  Laws  were  not  sent  up 
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4yi  JaiMMry.  To  my  Knowledge  iiie  OommMrioiMn  beghn  tO'  la j 
the  Tax  hj  ifae  Aot  poblished  in  tlM  NewB-papery  ai^  n  tbaj 
reodved  Instruction  from  Council  wbieh  differed  from  the  Method 
thej  had  pnrsued,  were  obliged  to  Order  the  Belams  to  bo  made 
OTer  aglin.  The  Weather  then  set  in  so  seTere  that  there  was  no 
Travelling  till  April.  The  Taxes  were  laid  as 'soon  as  the  Betams 
eonld  be  got  in;  and  the  Appeals  were  held  in  May  and  Collectors 
appointed. 

That  Philadelphia  City  &  County  Taxes  are  so  far  forward  is  no 
Heritin  Umir  Board  of  Commissioners,  as  the  Snow  was  not  a  fourth 
Part  of  the  Depth  there  that  it  was  here ;  besides,  there  is  littte 
Bifisnlty  in  procuring  Assessors,  Appraisers  ft  Collectors  in  Phila- 
delphia City  ft  County,  ftc*,  to  what  there  is  here  where  there  are  few 
people  in  many  of  the  Townships  but  such  as  are  disaffected.  I 
hope,  Sir,  you  will  do  me  the  Justice  to  believe  that  I  have  done,  ft 
am  doing,  all  that  is  in  my  Power  to  forward  the  Collecting  the 
Taxes.  The  large  fiums  owing  by  the  Quarter  Masters  ft  Com- 
missarys  of  Purchases,  ftc",  will  very  much  lessen  the  Sum  of  Money 
ezpeeted  from  the  l^es  of  this  County. 

I  am^  with  doe  fiespeet,  Sir,  ^ 

Your  most  hum.  Sery*, 

WILLIAM  UENRt;  C.  T. 
*  His  SaoeUeB<9  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'. 


Gbn.  Nath.  Grbbne  to  Pbes.  Bebd^  1780. 

Camp,  Precaness,  8d  July,  1780. 
8ir, 

I  foresee,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  several  states  are  to  fur- 
nish horses  for  the  use  of  the  army,  that  the  loss  of  public  property 
will  be  intolerable,  unless  necessary  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent 
It.  I  am  therefore  to  request  your  Excellency  to  give  orders  that 
all  the  State  horses  which  are  sent  from  Pennsylvania,  be  branded 
well  on  the  near  shoulder  and  near  buttock,  with  the  letters  U.  8.  P.**' 
This  brand  will  serve  to  distinguish  them  from  Continental  and 
private  property,  and  at  the  same  time  serve  to  show  which  State 
they  belong  to,  and  enable  us  to  return  to  each,  at  the  end  of  the 
Campaign,  their  own  property.  In  an  army  where  there  are  such  a 
raultitode  of  horses ;  where  there  are  such  a  mixture  of  public  and 
privikte  property ;  and  where  there  are  such  a  variety  of  characters 
who  will  avail  themselves  of  evexy  opportunity  given  them  to  impose 
upon  the  Continent,  the  loss  would  be  endless,  without  a  brand  to 
diatiiigiush  them.    If  theite  is  no  brand  the  Country  people  will 

'     ♦  See  Col.  Beo„  Vol.  T^XL,  p.  428. 
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also  think  themflelves  entitled  tb  ereiy  etmj  tfaej  ind ;  ner  ean  w« 
elatm  them  uoleaB  there  is  some  particular  marie  to  know  thea  by. 
I  am,  with  respect,  Your  EzcelleDcj's 
most  obedient^  Homble  Servant, 

NATH.  OREENB;  Q.  M.  O. 
His  Exeelleooy,  Oovemor  Reed. 


David  Davis  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Robeson  Township,  3d  Jolj^  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  purchased  Twenty  head  of  Beef  Cattle  and  seTentj  Sfaeep, 
which  I  shall  be  ready  to  send  off  in  a  day  or  two ;  but  the  impos- 
sibility of  procuring  drivers  without  Cash  to  pay  them  &  other 
Keeessary  expenses  of  collecting,  paying  for  pasture  on  their  way, 
&e.,  lays  roe  under  the  Necessity  of  requesting  you  will  be  so  oblig- 


ing  as  to  send  me  about  One  Thousand  Pounds,  in  order  to  i 
me  to  get  the  Cattle  sent  to  Camp. 

Salt  Beef  &  Bacon  is  so  exceeding  Scarce  in  my  district  that  I 
nave  not  been  able,  as  yet,  to  procure  more  than  two  hundred 
weight. 

I  am.  Sir,  Tour  Excellency's 

Most  Obed't  Humble  Servant, 

DAVID  DATI8,  Corntu'.  ^ 
Directed^ 

Public  service. 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed;  Esq.,  President^  of  the  Supr 
Execnttre  Council,  Phiiada. 


Wm.  Scott  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1780. 

York,  July  4th,  1780. 
Sir, 

We  have  been  Procuring  and  Collecting  our  Yolonteers  and  are 
in  hopes  to  have  them  all  lieady  as  soon  as  arms  can  be  bad  to  equip 
them.  I  have  engaged  a  Waggon,  which  is  to  set  off  on  to-morrow 
or  next  day  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  fetch  such  arms  and  othfer 
things  as  Council  may  think  proper;  with  which  we  expect  to  receive 
orders  where  to  send  the  men  for  service.  Captain  Wain  Abe  beazrer 
hereof,)  will  wait  on  Council  and  can  inform  of  particulars  better 
than  I  can  wrile  and  will  forward  any  orders  which  may  be  for  as. 

The  number  of  Men  to  be  raised  here  will  amount  to  near 
hundred  &  thir^. 

I  am^  Sir,  your  Excellency's 

Obedient,  Humble  servi. 

WM.  SCOTT, 

Directed,  •  ,  • 

To  His  Excellency;  Joseph  Heed;  Esq.;  President  in  donneiL 
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MoHS.  DE  CoBKY  TO  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Prmdenoe^  July  the  4tb^  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  informed  bj  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Holker,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  make  the  oeoessarj  Purchases  for  the  French  army,  vith 
the  new  Paper  money  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  the  Reason 
withottt  Doubt,  is  that  the  Credit  thereof  is  not  yet  soffioiently 
established.  I  baye  therefore  requested  the  ChcTalier  Do  La  Luieme 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  repay  immediately  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  State  the  17000  Pounds  that  I  borrowed  throngh  his  mediation 
to  the  Intent  that  1  may  be  liberated  from  the  Engagement  into 
which  I  entered,  and  also  to  transmit  me  the  Deed  which  I  signed 
in  Consequence  of  the  Loan. 

I  am  perswaded  no  Difficulty  in  the  Settlement  of  this  Matter 
will  arise,  and  I  donbt  not  that  the  Principles  by  which  the  public 
administration  of  the  United  States  is  actuated,  are  too  equitable  to 
suffer  the  Settlement  of  this  affair  ^the  only  object  of  which  was  to 
cooperate  in  the  Intention  of  establishing  the  Credit  of  the  Paper 
Money)  to  be  in  the  least  bardensorae  to  His  most  Christian  Majesty. 
I  have  not  therefore  the  least  apprehension  that  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, will  defnre,  this  Sum  to  be  replaced  in -specie,  as  I  have 
jik  been  able  to  make  any  use  of  it 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  Respect  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient, 

and  moat  hnmble  servant 

D«  CORNY.* 
Direcfedj 
fiia  Ezodlenoy  Joseph  Reed  Esq. 


Philip  Mabbtsller  to  Pbes.  Rbed,  1780. 

Lebanon,  July  4th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Yoar  Excellency's  Favour  of  the  2d  Instant  is  now  before  me,  and 
find  myself  extremely  happy  that  my  small  Service  hath  met  with 
youT  approbation,  and  shall  always  think  it  a  pleasure,  when  in  my 
Power  to  do  my  Country  a  piece  of  Service.  Your  Excellency  is 
pleased  to  Say  <<  That  you  very  much  regret  that  the  state  of  my 
Health  will  nt^  admit  of  my  assisting  vou  in  Plour  &  Forrage.'' 
This  expression  of  your  Excellency's  induces  me  to  think,  that  yon 
bave  not  given  foil  attention  to  my  Letter  of  the  2dth  June  last.f 
Neither  do  I  remember  that  I  have  this  while  past  had  so  much 

*  See  aaawer,  p.  416.'^Christian  name  illegible.  t  ^^fl^  ^^ 
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reason  to  Complain  as  formerly,  although  I  am  far  from  being 
as  Hartj  as  I  could  wish,  and  as  I  have  oftkaes  in  A  Slcklj  state 
transacted  the  Business  of  a  healthy  man,  I  still  flatter  myself  of 
being  yet  of  some  service  in  time  of  need. 

I  believe  I  recollect  the  Circumstance  on  which  your  Exoellettejs 
Expranion  is  fimnded,  which  in  Ihy  opinion  must  be  from  the 
following  Circumstance.  '<  Some  time  pa^  Mr.  Wirtz  the  Gom- 
^'  misaioner  for  this  County  pressed  me  to  assist  him  in  procaring  of 
*'  Forrage  &c,  for  the  army,  he  said  that  assistants  of  couimon  Gbat- 
<<  raoter  were  not  adequate  to  the  Business,  that  it  woald  require 
**  Persona  of  the  first  Cbarracter  to  go  through  with  it  and  that  k 
^<  wished  me  to  accept  of  the  half  of  the  County  that  whatever 
^'  would  be  the  pay  or  allowance  made  him  I  should  have,  and  thit 
<<  be  would  have  no  part  of  the  pay  of  Oommissiotis  on  the  Purchi- 
'<  ses  I  should  make." 

<<  Upon  which  I  made  ans'.   That  his  offers  were  too  fair  and 
<<  greater  than   I  would  offer  him  or  any  other  man.    Bat  that  I 
*^  could  not  accept  of  it  as  I  was  Sickly  and  intended  to  go  to  tb«  { 
**  Virginia  Springs  for  recovery  of  my  Health."* 

This  was  formerly  my  Intention,  but  then  only  made  use  of  as  i 
Genteel  ofcome  (not  wanting  to  give  offence)  for  who  should  rci- 
aonahly  suppose.  That  I,  who  have  Conducted  the  Business  of  tbe 
County  for  2|  years  past  with  some  Credit^  would  act  as  assistant 
or  Partner  with  a  man  Who  is  too  much  a  Stranger  to  the  Bm^ 
to  do  that  Service  that  is  expected  from  him.  And  I  am  well 
assured  that  neither  your  Excellency  if  properly  acquainted  with  m 
both  nor  no  other  gentleman  would  wish  me  to  accept  of  anj 
appointment  whatsoever  iu  the  Gift  of  Mr.  Wirta.  And  as  Hi 
Wirtz  has  so  lately  been  «t  Phtlad.  I  concluded  that  the  assanoce 
of  my  bad  state  of  Health  must  have  come  through  the  above  recited 
Circumstance. 
'  Finding  that  your  Excellency  ia  much  Concerned  for  the  neeessaij 
Support  of  our  army,  &  their  allies,  and  observing  a  seeming  Satis- 
faction in  the  Services  I  have  periormed  at  your  fequest,  I  tbini 
myself  in  duty  Bound  to  offer  my  further  assistance  should  Bece 
sity  require  it,  uovorthelcss  under  the  immediate  direction  of  tb« 
Honbl.  Council  for  I  am  to  Jealous  of  the  Honor  of  being  called  a 
man  of  Business,  to  Bestow  tbe  Credit  of  my  Labour  and  lodo^^rj 
upon  another  man.  As  to  the  State  money,  I  would  rather  Su^' 
Clear  of  it  yet  a  while  and  act  the  dum  Spectator,  for  it  is  not  n 
Vogue  in  this  part  of  the  Country  as  yet — But  Specie  would  be  tk 
thing  to  do  Business  to  some  Purpose. 

As  to  the  News  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  Communicate,! 
humbly  thank  you^  and  am  glad  to  Hear  the  Enemy  have  left  csf 
Borders. 

The  Spirit  and  Zeal  of  the  Ladies  of  your  City  is  Tcry  Coai- 
mendable,  and  I  shiitt,  when  opportunity  Suits,  indeavor  to  eletiM 
.the  SpiritiB  of  the  Female  Whigs  in  this  Neighbourhood,  and  if  Fo» 
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mble,  talk  them  out  of  a  few  dozen  of  Shirts,  for  the  Comfort  of  our  . 
biwe  fellows  at  Camp. 

Tour  Ezeelleaey  is  pleased  to  Acquaint  me,  that  the  State  money 
is  getting  into  a  ready  and  quick  Oirculatton,  and  that  yon  plainly 
see  it  wUl  go  in  spite  of  the  Ungenervns  Opposition  it  has  met  with 
from  the  Enemies  of  Grovernm^ 

To  which  Paragraph  I  beg  leave  to  reply,  That  the  State  Money 
allnded  to  has  met  with,  and  still  may  meet  with,  Opposition  from 
the  best  Friends  of  Government  existing — ^for  upon  dne  Consideration, 
the  Loss  in  the  Cotl.  money  falls  wholly  upon-  the  Friends  of  6ot- 
emment,  and  the  Tory  Party  run  clear  of  the  Cost — ^The  Tory  reo* 
none  of  it  in  P&yment  if  Possably  he  could  Avoid  it — he  sold  no 
Produce  unless  Compelled ;  when  that  was  the  Case,  he  took  care  to 
Bealise  or  Exchange  it  for  Specie  Immediately.  But  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Whigg,  full  of  Zeal  to  his  Country,  gave  up  what  Specie 
he  had  for  the  Northern  Expedition,  and  for  the  recruiting  Service, 
thinking  of  no  Advance ; — sold  his  Produce  and  every  other  neces- 
sary  for  the  Army  freely  and  readily,  when  called  upon,  So  that  the 
mony  received  from  1775  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1777  Cost 
him  equal  to  the  Hard  money,  and  what  he  got  since  he  paid  dearer 
tban  the  Tory  by  reason  of  his  readiness  of  Selling  and  never  waiting 
for  the  highest  Price — And  now  to  have  his  money  divided  by  40, 
60,  or  perhaps  a  divisor  equal  to  the  dividend,  may  go  much  against 
tine  Grain  of  many  a  good  man,  Especially  when  he  reflects  that  |{ 
or  more  of  what  he  once  thought  his  Property,  is  gone  (not  lost)  but 
gone  to  keep  Clear  of  Taxation  the  JSie^tVi^  who  wished  to  see  the 
tZnited  States  in  Slavery,  and  who  was  the  greatest  Fault  of  the 
^Exorbitant  debts  upon  our  ^Country— from  these  and  many  other 
Considerations,  said  money,  perhaps,  has,  &  yet  may,  meet  with 
Opposition,  even  from  the  Friends  of  Government.  I  could  Heartily 
yfiA  that  the  matter  might  be  made  Clear,  so  as  to  be  understood 
even  by  the  Weakest  Capacities,  for  I  much  dread  we  shall  loose 
moro  Friends  by  the  Bargain  than  wc  shall  make  Prosolites. 

Permit  me,  sir,  one  minuteto  think  of  myself — I  have  been  a  friend 
to  my  Country  and  a  Slave  to  the  Public  from  the  begining  of  the  Con- 
test to  this  day,  and  hope  ever  to  Continue  the  former.  I  have  been 
constantly  emploj'd  in  public  service,  and  thinking  I  was  getting  a 
Compensation  nearly  Adequate  to  my  *  Services ;  Therefore  devoted 
my  whole  time  to  the  Service  of  my  Country,  and  disbanded  every 
thought  of  Trade  and  Speculation,  and  throwing  my  little  Fortune 
(attained  before  the  War)  to  the  Publio  Use  ia  the  Business  I  was 
engaged*  But,  upon  Calculation,  1  find  I  have  served  5  years  for 
nothing — found  myself — felt  and  see  that  the  full  one  half  of  my  little 
Fortane  is  melted  away  by  depreciation.  But  if  there  is  no  better 
way  of  Curing  the  Evil  and  paying  the  Public  debt  than  the  mode  in 
qaestion,  be  it  so ;  it  shall  never  set  me  Crazy,  nor  Cause  me  to 
turn  Tory;  for  I  will  readily  agree,  that  Self  Interest  ought  to  make 
waj  for  Public  WeU&re. 
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Pardim  ve  ibr  being  bo  yery  Tedioas ;  it  18  a  Sabjeot  upon  irkich 
I  would  wish  to  have  the  best  Information — ^Therefore,  if  I  ooaid 
be  Honor'd  with  jour  Kjcoellenoies  Opinion  thereoui  it  would  be  for- 
ever Acknowledged 

By  yoor  Very  Hum*  Serv«, 

P.  MARSTELLEE. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed. 


Lt.  Samuel  Rea  to  Pres,  Bbbd,  1780. 

Northampton,  4th  July,  1780. 
May  it  please  yonr  Bxcellenoy, 

Sinoe  my  last  of  Jane  Ist,  I  have  received  Instraetions  Conoern- 
ing  the  volunteers  of  this  County,  with  Blank  Commissions,  and  I 
have  filled  up  the  Commissions  for  the  following  officers,  Vis.,  Capt 
Johannes  Van  Etten,  Lieutenant  John  Fish,  and  Ensign  Thom&s 
Syllaman. 

According  to  orders  I  have  collected  the  Volunteirs  at  the  Conntj 
Town,  and  find  that  there  is  but  about  fifty,  but  they  are  dajlj 
Gomcing  in.  I  have  ordered  them  up  to  the  frontier  of  this  CouDtj, 
hopeing  your  Excellency  will  approve  thereof,  and  direct  how  they 
Shall  be  Stationed  for  the  future. 

I  am  pressed  upon  by  the  frontier  Inhabitants  to  apply  to  jonr 
Excellency  and  the  Supream  Executive  Council,  for  a  number  of 
Volunteirs  from  the  Adjacent  County s,  or  Such  other  releif  as  yoa 
in  your  wisdom  Shall  direct,  as  the  fronteir  of  this  County  is  So 
Extensive  that  the  Volunteirs  raised  therein  will  not  be  snffieieot 
when  the  whole  Quota  is  compleated,  will  but  amount  to  96  io 
number* 

And  there  is  Several  Companys  along  the  fronteir  So  broke  and 
fled,  that  it  Seems  very  distressing  for  them  to  hire  two  Volunteirs. 

I  have  reoeived  the  Commissions  of  the  Militia  Officers,  and  bavo 
distribu tea  them.' 

I  am^  Sir,  yqiir  Excellencys 

Obedient 'and  very  Hamble  Ser^. 

SAM'L  BBA, 

Lien*  of  Northampton  County. 

P.  S.  By  Certain  Intelligance  the  Indians  have  taken  M^  DcwiU, 
about  ten  days  ago^  near  to  Captain  Vail  EttenS|  on  Delaware. 
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fiBoertfan  liotter  ma  wrote  Ihkrd  reo^ivM  the  ItteloBai  QfuHth 
oaikniy  and  lotelligeMe  of  a  maa  being  killed  Near  Ibe  Moofch  of 
Laeanak^  oa  Last  Sriday. 

Directed,    , 

On  Public  Senrice — 

Hie  Exoelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Eeqr.|  President  of  Uie  Sapreame 
Sittealiye  Ceilneil  of  Peanaylvania. 

f^OolonelBalHot 


DfiposmoN  OF  JoHV  Lbvfsktiv,  1780. 

This  Day  pmoaally  appeared  before  me,  Jno.  Leffertie,  who  waa 
Lael  year  a  Cap^  la  the  batten  Serviee,  who  Beelarea  on  the  Holy 
Bvangc^  of  Almighty  God,  that  he  waa  InformM  by  Gap^  Per- 
aam,  livipg  oa  the  Mohaok  River,  Nine  Daya  .beforB  Oonghena* 
wage  waa  burnt,  that  8'  Jn*  Johnson,  with  a  strong  jparty,  wae  oa 
hia.way  fft^m  dtaada  to  Aal  Place,  and  that  he  would  Certainly 
Come  and  bum  that  Place,  which  Information  he  the  Deponent  told 
to  C<^1.  Cloek,  Jno.  Fonda  and  ethers,  but  It  eeems  they  Did  not 
Giye  Credit  therete^^the  Plaee  was  burnt,  and  farther  Declaree  that 
the  aame  Persons  who  had  Given  him  the  aboYC  Intiltgenee  Came 
Down  the  Riyer  to  thia  Place  the  17th  Instant,  to  Inform  him  aa 
follows,  that  within  a  fortnight  or  three  weeka  the  Enemy  will 
make  a  Stroke  on  this  Place,  by  the  way  of  Hetleberg  and  back  of 
Bawla  Town — that  Brant  and  Battler  are  Gone  to .  the  Minissink| 
and  when  they  Return  they  are  to  Effect  It ;  they  are  to  Alarm  Go- 
nojoherry,  In  order  to  Draw  our  militia  firom  this  plaoe. 

Sekeneetendey,  June  19, 1780. 

ACoppyby  JNO.  LEPPERTIE. 

Sworn  before  me. 

Signed  FoNDA^  Juatioe* 

To  THB  COUITTY  LiBUTfl.  NORTHAMPTOH,  PENUStLVANIl, 

JuNS  22d,  1780. 

The  Pettition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Penn  Tomenaioa  &  Chesnuft 

Hill  townships, 
Hnmbly  Sheweth : 

That  Whereaa  the  Melittia  that  was  granted  by  order  of  the  Hod* 
nourable  the  President  and  Coancill,  for  the  Proteetion  of  the 
fronteers  against  the  Indiana,  under  the  commiod  of  Gor'nl  Kam^ 
&  as  their  times  is  nearly  ezspired  we  begin  To  Dread  the  Gonse- 
qoeneea  of  aereuel-.sayageenemy,  whieh  will  have  it  in  their  Power, 
not  only  to  Kill,  Captiyate  and  drive  the  Poor  inhabitants^  But  totallj 
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d«»troy  our  HftrvesI,  Wfiieh,  Added  to  oiiroiber  Bistnam,  i^  mt 
only  hort  tk«  CoQBnioiiwtlth  bat  eoooange  then.  We  fiod  by  ex* 
periencey  the  Meathod  k  Activity  of  our  Melittiaoffioen  knnpdbed 
the  enemy  twice  at  Diferent  Posts,  though  very  weak,  &  sav^  the 
people  from  Death  &  Captivity,  and  other  distnuBdoii  to  the  publick. 
Now  we  Earnestly  emplore  &  humbly  Bes^leh,  that  we  nay  have 
other  Qards  Statiotted  on  ear  fronteers  before  or  emediatelj  when 
the  present  ones  times  does  expire,  as  it  is  isiposBable  for  any  peiw 
to  look  npon  Himself  only  to  Stand  as  a  Gandidato  who  shall  be 
taken  first :  after  Oar  Posts  is  broke  up ;  &  as  for  the  seven  months 
men  that  is  now  raised  To  Garde  a  fironteer  apwards  of  one  handred 
miles,  must  be  certainly  Enefeetoal  to  the  Seeori^  df  the  good 
people  of  these  townships ;  it  is  Now  oar  earnest  desire  yon  may 
take  the  primices '  iato  a  Serioase  ooaindeialiony  ft  pmni  oa  soeh 
relievf  as  is  eonsistaat  to  justis  &  ia  your  power;  Bat  if  yoa  eaoBofi 
answer  our  Pnyer,  We  Desire  this  Pettition  to  be  laid  before  his 
£xoe]leney  the  Presideikt  &  Ooaneilly  as  we  ase  im  doty  Bbnad, 
shall  ever  Fny. 

WILLIAM  HTEBS,  Chpl. 


Niiabolas  Kam,  GolLj 
Fraacis  Bobler, 
Daniel  Warner, 
Jonathan  Waroar, 
£dmoad  Edmonds^ 
Nathaniel  Edmoods, 
Joseph  Everett, 
Honry  Davis, 
George  Holder^ 
James  Dodson, 
Moses  Davies, 
Peter  Edmaus, 
John  Camron, 
Wm.  Knickerbacker, 
Wm.  Carney, 
Wm.  Wall, 
Jenn  Warner, 
Samuel  Warner, 
George  Poveahouse, 
Nathan  Warner, 
Peter  Hooken,  Captj 
Giles  Perman, 
Joseph  Gable, 
John  Rhodes, 
John  Uhodes,  Jutir., 
Directed, 

To  the  Care  of  Colls. 
Sub.  Lieuts. 


Biohard  Dodson, 
John  Carney,  Lt., 
Pettcr  McCoy, 
Potter  Stro]^f, 
Daniel  Strowl, 
John  Grigory,  Capt^ 
Stophel  Sciverlukgy 
Jacob  Sciverling, 
John  Hawn, 
Petter  Woodringer, 
Hon  Petter  Solts, 
John  Solts, 
John  Cline, 
Barney  Clinc, 
Niolas  Box, 
Thomas  Dodson, 
Fredrick  Boyer, 
Petter  Bloss, 
Henry  Bloss, 
Petter  Franoe, 
James  Zellor, 
Peter  Roth,  Capt, 
Fredrick  Shaokier, 
John  Shaekler, 
And  others. 

Petter  Burkhalter  &  John  HayesE,  Jmir., 


John  Hublet  to  Col.  Lswib  Nioola^  1780. 

Trenton,  4«  July,  1780. 

"  xefiteraBy  about  8  <rdiNK  x •  H*^  T  ftrnvcd  li€fe  witfa  tB0  fiiii* 
CMter  GoQBtj  Volonteera  thaiXjnaiob  wi^  from  Philad%  alao  ihreo 
YolaDteeiv  belonging  to  the  City  of  Phil&d%  fourteen  belonsing  to 
Cheater  Oomty,  fourteen  to  Bucks  County  ft  one  prirsto  bebiiging 
to  the  standing  Army,  since  my  arrival  two  Philad*  County  ft  one 
from  Chester  County  have  joined  the  party  sp  that  at  present  I  havo 
heroi  lOT  Tohinteers  ft  one  Continental  Soldier.  M'  Hagener  who 
waa  to  Asifiit  me  is  also  here  this  day,  we  intend  to  march  to  Prince* 
town,  we  hare  procured  a  Horse  for  M'  Hagner  but  can  neither  get 
ft  Saddle  or  Bridle  so  that  it  is  uncertain  whether  he  will  be  able  to 
proceed,  any  further,  if  he  should  return  home,  I  must  proceed  with 
them  myself  I  shall  use  my  best  endeavours  in  conducting  the  men 
to  camp  but  I  can  assure  you  the  Task  is  too  sever%  I  am  a  great 
deal  fatigued  only  senoo  we  embavk'd  on  the  Boat  we  were  so 
crouded  that  we  cenld  bardly  stand  and  the  hold  of  the  Vessel  was 
eonotantly  so  foil  of  Water  that  it  was  almost  useless.  I  have 
made  Inquiry  for  Cap^  M^'Elhalton  ft  Lieu*  Honejfmao  but  nnder* 
stand  they  both  proceeded  towards  Camp. 

The  following  Volunteers  beloojo^ng  to  Lancaster  Gonnty  were 
Absent  when  we  marched  from  l^Uadelphla. 

William  Willson,  unfit  to  maieh  was  ordered  to  remain  at  the 
Barracks  in  Phila. 

Casper  Peter,  4^  Battf*  Cap«  Beftrd'a  Com''  supposed  to  htm 

John  Hamilton,  ^  !•*  Batt*,  Cap*  Slater  O^  )  were  seen  tn  flie 
Join  Cttipbdly    1«*  6att\  Gfip*  Smith  do.y  City   about    an 

Patrick  Mfikme,  U«»  BattP,  Cap*  Wright  da  i  hour  before  we 
Willkn  Hunt^  I  S^  Battf ,  Cap*  Jn"  H  ubley  do.,  (  mareh'd,  at  a 
Junes  Wateoi  J  !•*  SaU^,  Cap*  Brisbin  do.»:        place  caU'd  Lriah 

J  Town. 

If  any  of  the  above  absentees  have  since  appeared  at  the  Barrack 
In  Philad*  you  will  please  to  forward  them,  and  if  not  I  beg  yea 
will  Inform  Col.  Samuel  Atleo  Lieutenant  of  Lancaster  of  them. 
I  am  Sir^  with  esteem  Sir, 

your  mos^  Hoinble  serv*^ 

J.  HUBLET. 
P.  6.  As  I  have  no  written  orders  with  respeet  to  the  Command 
of  PItthid*  City  ft  County,  Counties  of  Chester  &  Bucks,  Volunteers, 
I  shall  mamige  as  well  as  I  am  able,  some  of  the  men  have  already 
endeavonrM  to  mi^e  confosion,  coneeraing  it,  however  I  toldtthem 
thni  unless,  they  would  obey  my  orders  ft  march  with  the  othera  I 

17* 


Bhoold  prerent  their  drawiDg  rationi,  at  preaeiit  tkey  ill  Mem 
williog  tt  maroh  witb  me  &  obej  Orders. 

J*  BL 

(On  Public  Service.) 
.  Col.  l4Bwi«  fiTioholay  Gomsumdipg  st  ih^  Buradu^  Phjadriptii 


'      JUDQK  F&ANOXS    HOFKIHaOir  TO  PaES.  BBJBDy  1780. 

D'  Sip, 

I  shonld  have  waited  on  y(m  for  your  friendly  advice  re^fecting 
th«  Sabject  of  the  enclosed  Paper,  but  cannot  put  on  my  Shoe 
owiug  to  a  small  Touch  of  the  Gomt.  I  have  promised  an  Answer 
to  M'  Odter  this  afternoon  &  thiuk  the  Precedent  of  too  much  im- 
portance to  establish  without  Advice.  I  hope  therefore  you  will 
excuse  my  troubling  you  on  this  Occasion. 
I  am  Sir  ^ 

your  OMMt  obedient 

humble  serv* 

F.  HOPKINaON. 
Jrfy5*,lY80. 
JJirecied, 

To  His  EzcelleDcy  President  Reed,  Presto 


Jahes  BatitT  to  Puss.  Rexd^  17bO. 

Lancaster,  July  5%  1780. 
rHon*»'8lf, 

'     Yonr  favour  of  the  24^^  Ultimo  Inekming  a  Resold  ef  ComtKal 

In  Oonsequenee  of  General  Washington's  RegnlatioD  to  R«se  tvuas 

"fortbe  Immediate  Support  of  tbe  army  I  Rec'  the  2d  Insliwi  and 

f  am  bnsely  implojfed  in-Kngaging  A*  W.  M.  and  am  obliged  to  laaw 

a  blank  in  their  Commissions  with  Respect  to  their  pay,  they 

absolutely  Refuse  to  Raise  the  teams  until  they  are  Gortain  of  ilieir 

^  waces  and  tbe  wages  of  those  Conductors  that  the  appoint  to  go  o«t 

'  with  the  teamS|  and  likewise  the  pi^  of  tbe  Militia  that  mnj  be 

Called  upon  to  assist  as  the  whole  teams  will  have  to  be  impreaed  I 

am  not  able  to  promise  tbe  waggon  Masters  more  than  twenty  dollars 

p'  day  which  is  fkur  Inadquate  to  the  Service,  I  can  get  no  person  to 

under  take  thia  Disagreeable  task  but  those  that  have  all  along  been 

Stench  friends  to  theu  Country  and  have  generaly  Served  Cbelfy  on 

their  own  pockets ;  it  will  be  merely  impesoble  for  me  to  preened 

any  further  in  this  business  if  tbe  above  Request  is  not  Generooaly 

.  Complyed  with,  as  the  Militia  are  Gen^iJy  men  (or  least  tbooe  we 

}  get  to  do  this  Service)  that  works  for.  their  living  the  will  npt  \ 
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withoal  their  days  pay  what  the  Oan  yearn  at  work  which  I  hare  no 
anthorety  to  promiae  then,  please  to  Exooae  baste  as  the  C^entel- 
nuui  who  Carys  this  is  waiting  for  it. 

I-ha(?e  the  Honor  to  be  yonr  Excelleneys 

most  obedient  and  very  Hnmble  Servant 

JAMBS  BAYLY,  W  M.  L,  Q. 
Direci€d,—To  The  Hon'"*  Joseph  Beed  Esq'  Philadelphia. 


Bbsohjtion  op  CoNaRBSS,  1780. 

In  Congress,  Jnly  6th,  1780. 
On  motion  of  the  Delegates  for  the  State  of  Pensylyania,  in  pnr^ 
Bnance  of  Instnietions  from  the  President  &  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  said  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Treasury  be  direeted  to  snpply  the 
President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensyl- 
vania  with  bills  of  Exchange,  drawn  on  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  Court  of  France,  to  the  amount  of  one  thonsand  pounds 
Sterling,  for  which  the  said  State  is  to  be  accountable. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHA8.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


CoL»  L.  Nicola  xo  Pass.  Bked,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you  an  inconvenience  we  labour  under 
by  the  mode  pursued  by  the  magistrates  of  this  city  when  soldiere 
appear  before  them  as  delinquents,  which  is  to  send  them  to  the 
eonnty  Gaol  or  work  house  for  every  trifling  offence,  by  which  means 
several  are  lost  for  a  long  time  to  the  army,  k  their  fees  generally 
rise  so  high  that  few  officers  will  venture  so  much  money,  which 
mast  be  lost  in  whole  or  part  rn  case  the  delinquent  dies  or  deserts 
before  it  can  be  stoped,  which,  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  soldiera 
pay,  usually  requires  several  months. 

If  there  is  not  some  obstacle  or  impropriety,  which  I  am  ignorant 
of,  I  request  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  directions  to  the  Magistrates  to 
send  all  military  delinquents,  not  accused  of  capital  offences,  to  the 
New  Gaol,  from  whence  they  may  be  taken  without  any  expence,  4b 
If  the  prosecutor  is  satisfied  with  a  military  trial,  that  &  the  punish- 
ment will  be  the  work  of  but  few  days,  the  latter  will  also  be  mnofa 
more  exemplary,  and  the  country  sooner  rape  the  benefit  of  their 
services. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with  respect^ 
Gentlemen,  your  most  obed.  servt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

Pbilada.,  6  July,  1780. 
iXrectedy 

To  hie  Sxeefleney,  the  President;  A^  the  Hon'le  Eseentivf  CouaoB. 
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pBSfl.  Rwa>  TO  Dblbgatbs  in  OoiraRBSs,  1780. 

In  Coaneil;  Jtlj  6^  1780. 
Oentlemep, 

The  Legislature  of  tbfa  State,  duly  flensible  how  mueh  the  pablidc 
aafety  &  our  fbtnre  Hftppkiefis  depends,  not  only  upon  baTing  a 
respectable  force  in  the  Field ;.  bat  that  the  Appointments  should  be 
snob  as  to  soften,  as  mnch  as  possible,  the  unaYoidaUe  Hardships  of 
War^  &  give  satiefaction  to  their  Troops^  have  passed  sundry  Laws, 
providiag  Cloatfaing  &  divers  other  Neceasari^  for  the  Line  of  this 
State,  which  it  is  our  duty  to  execute  with  all  posttble  Punctuality 
i,  Gi^re.  To  enable  us  so  to  do,  the  Assembly  laid  a  Tax  of  One 
Million  six  hundred  thousand  Dollars,  in  addition  to  the  Quota  of 
ihis  State,  as  required  by  the  Hoa^Ue  Congress;  But  the  late 
Exigence  of  the  Army  for  Provisions  was  a  call  of  so  commanding  a 
I^ature  as  to  forbid  all  Beserve  or  Delay.  We  not  only  exhausted 
<mr  Treasury  on  the  Occasion,  but  we  anticipated  the  Beceipto  by 
enablfng  the  Continental  Commissary  to  take  up  money  in  the  sev* 
eral  Counties.  In  addition  to  this  we  have  also  expended,  by  our 
own  CommissioDeirB,  a  Sum  which  from  the  best  Computation  we  can 
form,  will  amount  to  at  least,  2  Millions  of  Dollars,  in  Collecting 
Cattle,  Sheep,  &  Salted  Proviflions.  Articles  not  required  of  this 
State  as  any  Part  of  the  Spectfiek  Supplies.  We  are  proceeding 
with  all  Dispatch  to  collect  the  snecifick  supplies  demanded,  but  find 
tyiirselvea  etnbarass'd  in  providing  the  enumerated  Ardclea,  which 
the  Laws  above  referred  to  have  promised  to  the  Troops.  And  have 
oenoluded  to  endeavour  to  procure  them  from  Europe,  upon  a  State 
jOredit,  A  very  small  Sum  compared  with  what  we  have  advanced 
on  thiflrOocasion,  wciiald  be  of  great  Belief,  and  we  would,  therefore, 
desiffi  you  to  apply  to  Congress  for  J^IOOO  Sterling,  of  the  Bills  now 
drawing,  which  we  will  either  pay  in  the  State  Money,  now  getting 
into  easy  Circulation,  or  stend  charged  with,  untill  the  whole 
Accounte  of  the  extraordinary  Advance  can  be  collect^  &  a  Settle- 
ment made  between  the  Continental  Commi'*  &  our  State  Commis- 
sioners }  or  repaying  it  in  Continental  Money  in  a  short  Period. 

We  flatter  ourselves  that  upon  the  special  Ground  of  our  Bequest 
b  our  Situation  &  Beadiness  to  answer  any  Exigenoiea  of  ConirreflB, 
it  cannot  foe  made  an  inconvenient  Precedent.  We  have  the  Sati»> 
faction  to  inform  you  that  notwithstanding  the  large  Sums  dae  in 
thifl  State,  on  Q'  Masters  &  Commissaries  Certificates,  we  have 
answered  all  the  Draughts  of  Congress,  &  they  are  now  nearly  paid. 
That  the  Collection  of  our  Taxes  is  more  speedy  &  vigorousy  &  our 
Prospecte  on  the  Subject  more  encouragiog. 

.We  shall  in  a  few  Days  lay  before  the  Hon.  Congress,  the  Pro- 
gress we  have  made  upon  these  several  Bequisitions  enumerated  in 
a  late  Application  from  that  Hon.  Body,  &  hope  the  Communicatlen 
Will  show  that  the  Ardour  &  2(eal  of  Pennsylvania  is  Mt  abated  in 


Ae  pnUiok  Cause ;  bat  thai  an j'  reaaonable  Szpeetatloft  will  be 
M\j  answered. 

I  aiDy  Oeot.,  very  reepeotlblly, 

Tour  Obod't,  H'bUe  6er?t., 

JOS.  REBD,  F^«dde«l 


pRiis.  RsiD  TO  Col.  Saul.  Huntsb,  1780» 

Yamt  Fwwax  of  the  27th  jQne"^  has  been  duly  Moi«.~We  ehonU 
hope  that  the  Militia  of  the  GovaIj  wvmld  be  Yery  ready  to  furnish 
the  whole  Namber  of  Volunteers  agreeable  to  their  Quota,  ae  it  wiU 
be  Tety  enoonraging  to  the  inner  G<mnlaes  to  aee  the  JTrontier  Inhab- 
itants in  earnest  to  help  themselves. 

We  are  sorry  to  hear  the  Attempts  whieh  have  been  made  to  gel 
Softlpe  &  PnsoQers  have  been  so  nnsuoeessfnl,  &  hope  Peraeveranee 
wiHy  in  Time,  prodnee  better  Eflfecte — We  eannot  hoip  thinking  it 
tba  only  effeetval  Mode  to  carry  on  sn  Indian  War,  and  that  a  mere 
deCsnaive  System  is  not  only  attended  with  an  onormons  lizpeneey 
bwt  lo  very  little  adequate  Pnrpose. 

We  have  dene  nothing  with  Respeot  to  the  Indian^  as  wiaare  told 
be  is  to  be  brought  hither )  but  it  seems  to  be  the  present  Sense  of 
the  Coaneil  to  pay  the  Reward  upon  the  preper  Certificate  being 
prodaeed,  unless  some  new  Reason  should  occur  to  tbs  ocmtrary. 

We  are  very  anxious  to  make  your  Situation  as  secure  as  possible,  & 
in  this  Respeot  our  Attcotion  to  your  Couoty  has  been  so  visible  as 
to  excite  the  Jealousy  of  the  other  Frontier  Counties,  who  have  been 
left  much  more  to  their  own  Protection:  But  we  cannot  help  observing 
how  inadequate  the  Supplies  of  the  Country  are  to  support  the  Men 
called  for— In  the  first  Place,  the  Demand  is  for  Men,  &  in  some 
Instances  very  large — then  the  Demand  is  for  Provisions,  untill  one 
inoreastn^  on  the  other  creates  fresh  Embarassment.  The  Taxes  are 
DOW  80  extremely  high  in  the  inner  Counties,  &  the  Demands  for 
Money  so  great  &  various,  that  we  find  it  very  difficult  to  answer 
even  a  Part  of  them :  it  will  therefore  unavoidably  hsppen,  thai 
yeor  Exertions  must  be  considerable  in  the  County,  &  that  your 
Relianoe  upon  distant  Aid  must  also  in  some  Degree  abate.  Wa 
VBOBt  particularly  ufge  upon  yon  the  greatest  Oceonomy  in  the  Ezpen- 
ditores  of  every  kind.  We  have  much  Reason  to  believe  the  Post  at 
Snnbury,  under  Continental  Mana^ment,hasnot  been  remarkable  for 
Its  Fvumlity— But  we  flatter  oniselves  it  is  now  in  better  k  more  dis- 
ereet  Hands.  It  will  be  much  for  the  Interest  of  the  Frontiers  if 
the  leading  Men  would  interest  themselves  in  cheeking  every  Bpeeies 
of  Waste  or  Abuse,  ft  piQve  a  powerful  Inoentive  to  tiie  inner 
Counties  to  give  them  Supplies  when  they  are  found  to  be  used  widi 
Prodenee  &  Oeoonomy. 

*  Page  361^. 
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•  The  S«pplj  of  ^nHUQoitioB  s^t  yott  last  AprU  wu  nr7«»> 
n^erable,  &  as  it  is  by  do  Meaos  in  saoh  Plenty  or  so  eiicap  as  thtt 
we  oan  afford  these  Miscarriages,  we  wish  yea  had  sent  down  lome 
pnident,  oarefal  Person  to  enquire  after  it — ^Theee  Artidea  an  very 
expewite,  ft  very  difficult  to  be  procured,  &  an  indifference  as  to  their 
SafetT,  with  the  Repetition  of  the  Demand,  gives  some  Oeoaaioo  to 
apprehend  that  the  Inhabitants  do  dot  interest  themselves  so  msoh 
in  the  mailer  as  they  would  do  if  they  paid  for  &  procured  it 

In  June,  ^770,  Col.  Smith  rec*  511'^  of  Powder  &  1000  Flints, 
which  we  are  informed  were  not  forwarded  immediately,  &  are  now 
supposed  to  be  in  Paztang^^We  think  this  &  the  Paml  seat  list 
April,  should  be  inquired  iSlter,  &  would  prove  a  very  competent  Sap* 
ply  at  Present* 

(General  Waahington  t  Congress  having  mado  repeated  Denandi 
upon  ns  for  Men  to  fill  up  the  liae  in  the  Continental  Army,  now 
touch  reduoed,  we  have  been  obliged  to  apply  the  Volunteers  oolketed 
lirom  Philad.,  Chester,  Bucks,  Lancaster  &  Berks,  to  recruit  the  maia 
Artoy — ^Those  from  Cumberland,  York,  k  the  other  Counties,  will  go 
So  the  Frontiers ; — ^we  were  sorry  to  hear  a  Difficulty  was  made  in  ilia 
upper  Parts  of  Lanoaater  in  going  to  the  Continental  Army--aa  if 
it  should  be  persisted  in,  so  that  we  should  gratify  them,  the  iBBie> 
diate  Gonsequenoe  would  be  thai  the  German  Eeg^  would  be  vith- 
drawn.  It  is  with  great  Difficulty  we  have  been  able  to  pmem 
them,  &  any  Disappointm*  of  the  Volunteers  promised  by  theGeneiali 
&  espeeiaiiy  of  sueh  a  Nature,  would  have  this  £ffeot 
I  am,  Sir,  with  mudi  ISsteem, 

Tour  Obcd.  Hbble.  Servt. 


JOHK  HUBLEY  TO   PrSS.  BsED,  1780. 

Morristown,  7**  July,  17S0. 
May  it  please  his  Ezoellenoy  : 

.  This  forenoon  about  10  o'Clock,  I  arrived  here  with  one  himdivd 
A  four  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  having  left  Philad*  with  one  hui- 
dred  and  six,  one  of  which  (Stephen  Davis,  of  LanC  County,)  I  aas 
obliged  to  confine  in  Trenton  Ooal,  he  having  been  disoover'd  tbeie 
-to  be  a  deserter  from  the  Connecticut  Line,  and  the  other  (Hear/ 
Bedding,  of  Lane'  County,)  bavins  had  leave  at  Prineetowa^io  aee 
«>me  of  his  friends  near  Bockyhill,  but  has  not  overtaken  us  ainae 

When  I  left  Pfailadt*  a  M'  Hagener,  Bnsign  of  the  City  Ifilitia 
was  sent  to  Trenton  by  Land,  bv  the  lieutenant  of  the  City,  from 
Ihenoe  to  Assist  me  in  marehing  the  Volunteers  to  Camp;  I  procnreil 
a  Continental  Horse  for  him  there,  but  for  want  of  a  Saddle  k  Bridle 
.lie  returned  to  FhiladN 

Thus  far  I  am  come,  but  not  without  a  great  deal  of  IVoable  ft 
fatiegue;  but  the  eatisfactioD  I  have  in  bringing  these  men  here,  and 
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viib  80  liUle  Iom,  gr«fttly  eioeedsaU  the  tranUe  I  eould  pewblj  k^ye 
imd  with  them. 

The  remainder  of  this  day  we  ^hell  laj  bj  beie ;  to  morrow  evenum 
I  ejipect  to  arriye  at  Gamp  &  deliver  mj  charge. 
.  I  haye  the  Honor  to  be 

Hie  BzeeDeDoies  moel  Obedient    • 
Hamble  Berv*, 

f.  HUBLET. 
ffie  Exoenenoj,  Oen.  "Beed. 


PRBS.   OF  COKQRBSS  TO  PrBS.  RbSD,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Jut;  7, 1780. 
Sir, 

By  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  6^  iDstant,  herewith  enolosod,  jonr 
SzoeileBcy  will  be  informed  that  they  have  direeted  the  Board  of 
Treaaary  to  supply  the  President  &  Supreme  Ezeeotite  Gouaeil  of 
this  State  with  the  Bills  of  Exchange  drawn  on  the  Minister  of  the 
Uoiied  States  at  the  Court  of  France^  to  the  Amount  of  one  theoaaDd 
Poonda  Sterling,*  for  which  the  said  State  ia  to  be  aeoonnlabie. 
I  ha?e  the  honour  to  be, 

with  yery  great  respect, 

your  Ezcelly^s  most  obedt.  sort., 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Preaideiit 
Hia  Exoell'y,  Piesident  Beed. 


Opinion  of  Jona.  D.  Ss&qbaot,  1780.. 

Philada.,  7  July,  1780. 

I  baye  considered  the  Questfon  stated  by  the  honourable  Council 
for  my  Opinion,  to  wit. :  **  How  for  a  Commission  gtyen  by  4k, 
"  British  Goyernor  to  crniie  on  the  Subjects  of  the  King  of  Fran^ 
*'  will,  by  the  Law  of  Nations,  authorize  maritime  Hostilities  on 
'<  these  United  States  or  any  of  them, — ^aUd  whether  such  a  Com- 
^  mission  found  on  any  person  practising  such  Hostilities,  ouffht  to 
^  giye  him  protection  in  Cane  of  a  Capture  as  a  prisoner  of  War  1" 
— ^and  I  am  of  Opinion, 

lat.  That  a  person  cruising  against  the  Subjects  of  the  United 

.States  «nder  a  Commission  against  the  Frcneh  is  to  be  considered 

in  the  same  lii{[ht  as  if  he  had  no  Commission  at  all ',  except  in  so 

far  as  such  Commission  is  prima  faoie  Evidence  that  he  is  a  British 

Subject. 

«  See  pa^^  891, 892. 


ti,  Tet  I  am  irirfiiied  to  ibink  tbat  ei^vy  fltiligeet  of  «  Ststo  tl 
W«r  is  jostififtble  by  the  Litw  of  Nations  in  ciipturing  the  Bffsete  of 
ike  Bnemy  eitber  if  Sea  or  Land ;  altbb,  if  tbere  be  no  CommMm 
the  priie  belongs  striMfjto  tbe  Sovereign  power  of  tbe€tatfr^lb  not 
to  the  Captor.  Lee  [pa.  237]  itideMi  seems  to  Ibiik  tbat  if  a  Ship 
without  a  OemBiiflsioii  go  cot  of  hat  Wl^y  to  eroixe  agunst  tU 
Enemy  they  might  run  the  Bisque  of  being  deemed  Firatei,  & 
pmu^hod  as  snob ;  [Paff.  1.  8,  o.  6,  §  21 J  but  the  Book  he  nfen 
to  by  no  means  supports  any  such  opinion.  On  tbe  other  hs&d 
Molloy  [1^  4,  2,]  is  express  that  even  private  Men  without  vaj 
Commission  might  send  forth  sfaipB  of  War; — altho  at  the  saoM 
Time  he  tells  ns  that  it  is  usqal  on  the  breakiBg  out  of  v  Wtf  to 
restrain  by  proclamation  any  persons  from  setting  forth  withoat  a 
Commission.    This  would  haidly  be  done  if  the  thing  itself  wen 

Siracy  independent  of  any  such  proclsmation.  Besides  the  fnrtbeit 
e  goes  on  this  head  is  the  putting  a  Case  firom  RolFa  Abr.  [580] 
^  If  a  Merohant  with  Letters  of  Marque  or  Reprisal  furnishes  out 
**  a  Ship  with  a  Captain  k  Marintre,  and  they,  instead  of  taking  the 
^  Goods  or  Ships  of  that  Nation  against  whom  thw  CommissioD  is 
(<^awarded,  take  the  Ships  &  Goods  of  a  Fnendf  th»  it  pinoy." 
The  present  Oa«e  it  that  of  taking  the  Ships  or  Goods  of  an  Acsijrt 
which  is  widely  different.  What  is  pretty  remarkable  is  that  of  the 
Authorities  cited  by  Lee,  not  one  treats  it  as  piracy ;  but  they  seem 
to  agree  that  the  prize  in  such  Case  belongs  to  the  summum  Impe- 
rium'of  the  State. 

Tbkmg  for  granted  therefore  that  the  persons  in  Question  in 
British  Subjects,  I  think  they  have  been  gnilty  of  no  offeaoe  i^gilDst 
the  Law  of  Nations.  What  Modern  British  'Statutes  or  proolami- 
tions  they  may  have  contrayened,  we  do  not  so  well  know  how  nor 
does  it  seen!  to  be  material. 

I  have  the  Honour 
to  be  y  Exo^ 

most  obed*  hble.  serr*, 

JONA.  D.  SEBflEANT.» 
Directed, 
Hia  Ezcell^  Prcsid*  Beed. 


pRE8.  Bebb  to  M&.  Holkeb,  1780. 

Sir, 

When  we  were  in  Conference  with  you  on  tbe  Subject  of  aiding 
Mr.  Cornay  in  hia  Purchases  within  this  State  I  mentioned  tbe 
Probability  that  this  State  might  haye  Dccasion  for  some  Bills  oa 
Europe,  which  might  be  a  more  oonyenient  Mode  of  fiepayment 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  412. 
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thftQ  drawing  Specie  for  siieh  Part  of  the  State  Monej  as  elioald  not 
be  specificatlj  retnnMd.  The  Beoeipt  of  this  Money  in  Tazee  has 
given  it  a  more  general  Cirealation  than  was  some  Time  ago 
ezpeoted,  eo  ih^t  we  find  a  eonsiderable  Snm  retdminff  to  na  in  that 
Way.  If  it  waa  conyenient  to  you  to  let  us  have  a  Bill  for  about 
£500  Sterling  for  a  apeoiat  SUte  Ptapoee  it  will  oblige  n%  &  we 
will  take  it  on  these  Terms,  that  if  on  the  Re^^vment  of  the  State 
Money  lent,  the  whole  Snm  shall  be  speeifioally  retnmed  we  wiU 
pay  yon  for  the  Bill  at  the  enrrent  Exchange  at  this  Time-— others 
wien  to  be  aottled  in  thill  Aoooont.  Yon  will  please  giye  to  me  yonr 
Sentiments  hereupon^  &  if  convenienient  to  draw  the  Bill  to  oo  it 
in  my  Fa?onr  as  President  of  the  State, 
lam  Sir, 

with  due  Consideration,    - 

Tonr  Obed.  ft  very  Hbble.  sen*. 
Indaned  Jnly  8th,  1780. 
Directedy 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Holker. 


Ok5L.  Abthur  St.  Clair  to  Pres.  Rebd,  1780. 

Gamp  at  Perckeness,  July  8tb,  1780. 
Sir, 

^inoe  yesterday  when  T  did  myself  the  Hononr  to  address  yon  it 
has  been  reported  to  me  that  some  of  the  Reomits  are  nofil  for  aer- 
vice ;  these  have  been  directed  to  be  sent  back  as  they  would  be  a 
pnblte  Sxpenee  and  no  advantage,  and  this  happening  in  the  M^ 
Inslanoe^auiy  serve  to  make  the  Offioens  eareful  whom  they  aooept. 
In  a  former  Letter  I  took  the  Liberty  to  express  a  Wish  that 
they  might  be  armed  before  they  were  sent  on.  I  beg  leave  to 
repeat  it,  the  removal  of  our  Stores  in  conseqnenee  of  the  late  oper^- 
tions  of  the  Knemy  having  rendered  the  arming  them  here  more 
difficnlt. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servanty 

A'  ST.  OLAIB. 

I  forgot  before  I  closed  this  Letter  to  infoim  your  Excellency 
that  Mr.  Swaine  has  been  tried  by  a  Court  Martial  for  absetiting 
himself  from  Gamp  without  Leave,  Abases  in  the  Execution  of  his 
Offi^,  and  Irand,  and  found  guilty  of  each,  and  the  Sentenoe  was 
yesteiday  confirmed  by  the  General ;  it  will  therefore  be  necessary 
that  the  State  appoint  some  other  Person — in  the  meantime  an 
officer  shall  be  appointed  to  do  the  Duty. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joeeph  Beed,  Esquire^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


B»        pnf  ksylvjlnia  AMEwm  urn 

Christuk  Wi&tz  to  Prbs.  Bkbd,  1780. 

Laiwaater,  July  Stb,  ITSO. 
Sir,    . 

I  bare  Inclosed  a  Retam  of  the  Parc^ases  iMde  in  tins  Gonty 
ainoe  mj  appointment.  This  Post  hae  received  Sitty  BarrelB  of 
the  Flower,  and  the  greater  Part  of  the  remainder  I  hate  forwarded 
to  Esthertoo. 

Col.  Weltner,  tlio  comnHrading  officer  ^  Sonbnry,  writes  verj 
presaiog  for  a  anpply  of  Beef,  Flower  A  Rum,  and  Mr.  Stewart,  tbo 
Bearer  of  this,  is  now  on  his  way  to  Council  on  the  same  basipani. 
From  appearances  I  expect,  in  a  few  Days  to  be  ablo  to  lay  in  a 
Bttfficient  Quantity  of  Flower  at  Estbertoa  to  supply  the  Frontier 
Posts,  and  hope  to  make  yon  monthly  returns  heritor  to  some 
Batisfaction. 

I  am  your  most  Obd^ 

&  very  H*  Serv^, 
GHBISTIAN  WIBTZ,  C.  P.  L.  C. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 


Bbturn  op  Suppltbs  purchasbd  in  Lavoastbb  Co.,  1780. 

A  Return  of  Supplies  purohased  in  Lancaster  County,  by  order  of 

the  flon'ble  The  Bxeoutiye  Gonaoil  of  the  State  of  PenaaylTft&ra. 
July  6*  1780. 

One  hundred  &  Twenty  Barrels  of  Flower. 

Two  hundred  &  Thirty  Bushels  of  Wheat. 
'    Sixty  five  Bushels  of  Rye. 

One  hundred  &  Forty  Ooe  Bushels  of  Com. 

Thirty  Bushels  of  Spelfz. 

Twenty  Six  Bushells  of  Buckwheat. 

Two  hundred  A  Thirty  Two  Bushells  of  Oats. 
.    Forty  Ton  of  Hay. 

Two  hundred  &  Fifty  Bundles  of  Rye  Straw. 

CHRISTIAN  WIRTZ,  Commissioner 

of  Purchases  for  LancaT  Oouaiy. 
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Peb8.  Rbsd  to  Joiui  Adams,  Ministbk,  &a,  1780. 

Philad.,  July  9, 1780. 
Sir, 

Eminent  Abilities  wlien  employed  for  tbe  Welfare  ft  Happiness 
of  Mankind  justly  k  properly  attract  Notice  of  Veneration  a  while 
Ihey  honour  the  Possessors  subject  them  to  Claims  from  which  infe* 
rior  Characters  are  exempt. — It  is  upon  this  Ground  that  we  beg 
Leave  to  recommend  to  your  Excell'"  Favourable  Notice  &  Regard 
the  Bearer  M'  Searle,  his  unshaken  Attachment  to  the  Liberties  of 
America  &  faithful  Discharge  of  his  Duty  as  a  Delegate  for  this 
State  in  Congress  will  we  are  persuaded  powerfully  engage  your 
Civilities  &  Regard.  In  addition  to  this  ve  beg  Leave  to  add  that 
in  the  deranged  state  of  our  Finances,  k  enlarged  Trade  we  find  it 
necessary  for  States  to  make  particular  Exertions  to  supply  their 
Troops  &  have  therefore  given  M'  Searle  a  Commission  to  this  Pur- 
pose as  well  as  to  transact  some  other  publck  Buisness  in  which  your 
kind  Advice  k  Assistance  will  be  particularly  obliging  to  this  State. 

Oar  fervent  Wishes  for  your  Health  k  E[appiness  k  Honour 
attend  your  ExcelU  k  am  in  Behalf  of  the  Supreme  Hxecutive 
Conaoil  of  this  State^ 

Tour  Excels* 

most  Obed.  k  very 

Hbble  Serf. 
Indorsedf 

July  10,  To  His  Exc'y  John  Adams,  Esq.,  Minister  Fy  of  U.  S. 
otHf:  A.y  at  the  Court  of  France. 


NiOBOiiAS  Luiz  TO  Pbb8,  Bbsd,  1780. 

Beading,  lOtb  July,  1780. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  herewith  I  have  sent  you  my  returns  of  purchases  & 
deliYeries  up  to  the  30th  of  Jane  included,  if  the  returns  do  not 
prove  satisfactory  or  in  the  f6rm  you  would  have  them,  you  will  b« 
so  kind  as  to  send  me  a  few  blank'  Copies  by  the  expiration  of  the 
Month,  as  I  intend  making  my  retums  monthly  for  the  futnre« 

In  conseqoenoe  of  a  resolve  of  Council  of  27*^  May  last,  a  Copy 
whereof  I  have  inclosed  herewith,  importing  that  (among  other 
Poets}  the  Post  of  Beading  w«s  to  be  Supplied  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Purchases  this,  with  the  repeated  k  most  pressing  applications  of 
the  Issneing  Commissary  Induced  me  to  deliver  him  the  svppUts  yon 
will  find  delivered  him  by  the  return  of  deliveries :  yet  the  last  1^ 
Haxrels  of  Plour  would  not  have  been  delivered  him,  had  not  a  di«- 
ta»t  Miller  by  Ignorance  &;  mistake  sent  said  Flour  k  Invoice  direo- 
ted  to  Peter  i^ton  A.  C.  of  Purchases  who  delivered  it  to  the 
Xssaing  Commissary,  k  the  chief  part  thereof  being  ksued  oat  faefbra 
yaid  Mistake  came  io  n^y  knowledge* — I  shall  imye  in  the  ooniffe  of 
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a  week  aKovt  one  hundred  Barrels  ef  Ftettr,  ready  to  be  seat  wliere 
you  may  please  to  Order. — Bat  under  the  present  disadvantsgeB  I 
am  afraid  I  can  procure  t>ut  little  more  before  harvest. 

First,  I  have  endeavoured  ta  employ  or  appoint  some  persons  for 
my  Asristance  but  without  effect,  as  ^o  persons  of  propriety  would 
except  thereof,  for  they  thought  the  emoluments  the  Law  alloved| 
was  inadequate  to  the  Trouble  &  ezpenoe  of  serving  in  that  capidty. 
Secondly,  I  havo  strictly  adheared  to  your  letter  of  22'  Ap'  last, 
wherein  you  requested  me  by  no  means  to  use  any  oompulsive  mea- 
sures, but  to  proceed  in  the  common  way  of  buying  &  selling  only, 
which  I  realy  thought  myself,  was  the  only  way  to  begin  with,  Ta 
consequence  thereof  I  traveled  thro'  the  County  &  traced  much  to 
the  promises  of  Fanners  who  had  considerable  Store  of  Grain  &o- 
but  to  my  Surprize  those  very  persons,  finding  I  continued  in  that 
Liuient  line,  they  (as  I  afterwards  found)  under  divers^  preteooes 
found  means  of  evading  their  promises  &  conveying  their  Grain, 
Flour  &0.  out  of  my  reach,  otherwise  had  I  been  able  to  command 
proper  Assistance  &  Seised  Stores  wherever  I  found  them  according 
to  toe  Teuor  of  the  Law,  I  should  a  had  by  this  time  a  very  consid- 
erable quantity  on  hand — ^I  should  be  exceeding  glad  you  would 
write  me  in  answer  hereof;  and  likewise  if  I  am  to  make  Seizures, 

{lease  be  so  kind  as  give  me  some  explanation  of  such  cases  wherein 
aixi  not  to  make  Seizures,  as  I  am  in  some  doubts. 
[  would  also  represent  to  you  that  unless  there  be  some  further 
aUowaace  made  me  than  what  I  apprehend  the  Law  allows :  (paying 
Clerk,  my  own  expcnces  &o.  comes  high)  I  conceive  I  shall  servo 
the  public  much  at  my  own  expence. 

I  am  honoured  in  befngYour  Excellencys 

Most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

NICHOLAS  LUTZ, 

C«ofP-B.C*'. 
Directed^ 

Public  Service, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Hoed  .Esq.|  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  CooncU^  Philadelphia. 


John  Hublbtt  to  Prbs.  Bsbo,  1T80. 

Camp  at  Priegnieu,  July  10th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  wrote  to  your  Excellency  a  few  day's  since  from  Morristown,  * 
expected  to  have  marched  to  camp  the  next  day,  but  for  want  of  one 
days  provissions  which  the  Commissary  could  not  then  supply  ofl 
with,I  was  under  the  necessity  of  remaining  a  day  longer  at  Morns* 
town.  Yesterday  morning  we  set  off  but  was  obltg'd  to  send  two  of 
eur  Volunteers  to  the  Hospital,  they  both  got  very  sick,  and  one  of 
them  it's  Buppeaf d  is  gettiBg  the  small-pox.     I  arrived  here  bat 
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evening,  and  this  morning  they  were  mnster'd  (not  one  of  them 
being  rejeeted,)  th^  were  dnnghted  into  diffeivnt  BegiBiente.  It 
g&Te  general  Satisfaction  to  the  OfBcere  here  on  the  arrival  of  «> 
hearty  &  good  looking  a  set  of  Men. 

I  waa  not  a  little  suprizM  when  I  met  6  or  8  Yolnnteera  between 
Morristown  &  Camp  on  their  return  home,  who  did  not  pass  muster 
that  the  Offioers  of  the  Militia  who  inlist^d  them  oonU  not  prooore 
better  men. 

I  am  yonr  Bzoelleneies 

most  Obedient  Humble  serv* 

J*  HUBLEY. 

P.  S.    I  shall  only  obtain  a  reo*  for  the  102  Volunteers  I  brought 
to  eamp. 
Directed^ 

To  bis  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr. 


JouRKAL  OF  John  Hublet,  1780. 

July  2d  1780.    Then  set  off  from  Philadelphia  with  one  Hun- 
dred &  six  Pensylrania  Volunteers,  viz. 


From  Lancaster  Countyi 
From  Bucks  County,  .  • 
From  Chester  <}ountyi  . 
From  City  Philad-,  .  .  . 
Fram  County  of  Pbilad^^ 


.  72 
.  16 
.  14 
.  3 
.    2 

106 


July  10th,  1780. 


July  10th,  80,  Arrived  at  Camp 

with  102  Volunteeis,  tii. 
Lane*  County, .  .......  69 

Bucks  County, 14 

Chester  County, 14 

City  of  Philad*, 8 

County  of  Philad-, 2 

'     '  iJtt 

Stephen  Dayis  (Lane' Co.,) 
discoTer'd  to  be  a  De« 
serter  from  the  Connecti- 
cut Line  was  confinM  in 
Trenton  Goal 1 

Henry  Redding  was  left  at 
Bocky  Hill  has  not  oyer- 
taken  us  Tof  Lanc^  Co.)       1 

Joseph  Geadis  of  Lano' 
County  sick  at  Morris- 
town 1 

Samuel  Worral,  Bucks  Co., 
do. ,1 

106 


J.  HVBLEF. 
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M.  HiLLEaAS,  TREAS.y  TO  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Pbna*,  July  10th,  1780. 
Ocntlemen, 

CoogresB  haying  heen  pleased  to  send  me  two  Wairaiits  of  tbein, 
on  yoQi  both  dated  the  29th  ultimo,  one  of  them  for  0Bt»  mtilioii 
seven  bandred  and  ninety  si^  tboilsa&d  oibo  faandred  and  fifty 
dollars.  The  other  for  Four  miUion  five  hundred  and  sixty  nine 
Thousand  and  forty  five  dollars  and  one  third  of  a  dollar ;  Am 
therefore  to  request  the  favor  of  .you,^hat  you  would  please  to 
acquaint  me  how  soon  I  may  expect  the  whole  or  of  part  thereof. 
I  am  Gentlemen 

with  muoh  regard 

your  most  Obed*  Serv* 

M.  HILLEGAS,  Trea'  U.  8* 
Directed^  * 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph   Reed,  Esquire,  President  aad  the 
Supream  Executive  Council  of  the  St«te  of  Pennsylvania. 


MoHS.  HoLEBB  TO  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  y«  July  10-»,  1789. 

.Sir; 

I  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  ye  8th,  current  inclosing  a 
|)ermit  for  the  Exportation  of  two  hundred  barrels  of  Flour  for  Cape 
Frangais  for  which  I  retorn  my  grateful!  thanks,  I  should  have 
made  application  in  person  if  I  had  been  in  Town. 

I  now  inclose  a  bill  on  France  drawn  to  your  order  as  President 
of  the  state  of  Pensilvania  for  value  of  £500sts  at  the  par  of  Ex- 
change between  Paris  &  London,  making  the  sum  of  Eleven 
thousand  four  hundred  &  twenty  Eight  livres  Eleven  sols  toomois, 
for  which  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  your  Excellency's 
receipt  on  account  of  money  borrowed  from  the  state  for  Monsiear 
De  Corny  one  of-  his  Majesty's  Provincial  CommRsary's.  I  Shall 
understand  with  you  on  this  subject,  when  this  matter  inll  be  finally 
fettled. 

'     I  Remain  Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient,  &  very  humble  servant, 

HOLKER.t 
Bis  Exy.  Jh.  Reed  Esqr. 

*  Col,  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  428.. 

i&ee  ipage  397,  also  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  419. 
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0-  J.  McKkah  *o  Prbs.  Bbbb,  1780. 

Sir, 

iDclosed  jour  ExeeHency  will  reeeird  tbe  opinion  of  the  jndm 
on  the  questioDs  proposed  to  Council  by  the  judge  of  the  Admiralty 
respecting  a  General  Warrant  to  search  for  Deserters  from  French 
ahipe. 

I  haye  the  Honor  tp  be, 

your  EzoeUdocy's 
most  obedieat  humble  servanti 

THO.  McKEAN.* 

Phfladelphia  July  10th  1780. 
j[>iVecler/, 

Hie  Eieellenoy  Joseph  Beed  Esquire  President  &o.|  of  Pennsyl- 
vaaia. 


Opinion  of  Judges  of  Supreme  Court,  1780. 

Oentlemeni 

We  have  feeeired  the  anemorial  of  the  Judge  of  the  addairalty 
referred  to  ue  by  Council  for  our  consideration  and  ofiinion. 
The  case  as  stated. 

Hie  Vice  Consul  of  France  applies  to  the  Judge  of  the  admiralty 
of  Pennsylvania  for  a  General  Warrant  to  search  vessels  in  the  har> 
bonr  of  Philadelphia  for  seamen  deserted  from  certain  French  Shine 
DOW  in  port.  Upon  which  the  Judge  desires  the  advice  of  Council, 
particubrly  on  two  Points,  viz.  Imo.  Whether  the  sheriff  of  the 
County  is  not  competent,  to  this  business? 

2do.  Whether  the  Judge  can  or  ought  to  grant  the  General 
Warrant  required.?* 

Answer. 

By  the  tenth  seotiou  of  the  ''  Declaration  of  the  rights  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,"  it  is  declared,  *'  that  the 
'^  people  have  a  right  to  hold  ihemaelve$,  their  houses,  papers  and 
'*  passe$8ion$f  (re^lfrom  search  or  seiapre;  and  therefore  Warrant 
'<  without  oaths  or  affirmations  first  made,  affording  a  sufficient  fouu- 
**  dation  for  them,  and  whereby  any  officer  or  messenger  may  be 
'<  commanded  or  required  te  search  suspected  placet^  or  to  seise  an|r 
^^jperson  or  persons,  his  or  their  property,  not  particularly  described, 
<<  are  contrary  to  that  right  and  ought  not  to  be  granted.'' 

The  above  section  is  conformable  to  the  Common  Law ;  and  this 
case  would  have  been  pretty  clear,  independent  of  the  Declaration ; 
but  that  puts  it  beyond  all  doubt. 

*  See  CoL  Rcc,  Tol.  XII.,  p.  423. 
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What  seems  to  be 'required  of  the  Judge  exceeds  any  thing  of  the 
sort  attempted  in  England,  even  in  the  post  arbitniy  times;  f(Sr  it 
is  desired,  that  he  shoald  issue  a  warrant  to  an  oficer,  who  is  not 
only  to  ha^e  the  power  of  searching  any  vettd  in  which  Ae  maf 
9uapect  any  French  Deserters  to  be  concealed,  but  also  to  seiie  any 
pergon^  whom  he  may  suspect  to  be  a  seamen  deserted  from  a  French 
vesseli  and  thus  all  the  vessels  in  the  harbour  may  be  suspected  and 
searched,  &  all  the  persons  found  on  board  suspected  and  seized  aa 
Deserters. 

Upon  the  whole  therefbre,  we  are  of  opiniofl,  that  the  Jodge 
neither  can  or  ought  to  grant  such  a  general  warrant,  and  that  the 
sheriff  of  the  Oonnty  it  not  competent  to  this  business,  tho'  possessed 
of  such  a  warrant,  much  less  so  without  it ;  and  indeed  the  Juru- 
diction  of  the  admiralty  in  this  Gaso  might  be  justly  <aUed  in 
Question,  even  were  the  thing  lawful. 

THO  McKEAN. 
GEO  BRYAN. 
JONA  D.  SERGEANT. 

Philadelphia  July  10th,  1780. 

His  Ezoellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  and  the  Honor^le  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 


CoiftfiTtBB  Of  OdNaBBSd  TO  PjBun.  BJMi>y  1780. 

In  Committee  of  Congress, 

Preakness,  State  of  New  Jersey,  July  10, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  Commander  in  Chief  having  laid  before  this  Committee, 
letters  from  the  Quarter  Master  General,  and  Commissary  General 
of  forage,  Btatinff  the  necessity  of  immediately  forming  a  magazine 
of  Short  forage  m  the  vioinitv  of  Hndsons  River.  It  will  readily 
joccur  to  your  Excellency,  that  without  this  article  the  necesBaij 
transportation,  to  convey  the  variety  of  Stores,,  incident  on  a  Imrgp 
operating  army  cannot  be  maintained.  They  have  to  entreat  jonr 
earliest  attention,  to  expedite  the  orders  for  forwarding  the  quantity 
required  of  your  state,  by  the  Comtnittee.  This  state,  by  supplying 
the  Army  during  the  Winter,  and  to  the  present  hour,  is  intireh 
exhausted.  The  feilure  of  crops  la^  year,  in  the  state  of  New  York 
and  the  draft  made  from  it,  for  the  support  of  the  Castle  at  West 
Point,  have  rendered  thai  state  incapable  of  furnisfaiDg  any  for  the 
present,  so  that  our  mainTeliance,  at  least  until  some  time  after  the 
|>resent  crop  is  gathered,  must  be  on  the  States  south  of  Delaware 
t  We  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect 

Your  Excellency's 

most  Ob^  Hble  servo 
PH.  SCHUYLER 
NAXH»  PEABODY 
Direcied,—UiB  Exccllebcy  Joseph  Reed  Esq^ 
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Peb8»  Bjbbd  to  Col.  Lochkt  1780. 

8', 

Tour  Favoar  of  tbe  9  Jan.*  has  been  duly  received  &  laid  beforf 
the  Coancil.  We  verj  mocb  lament  tbe  Miannderstand*  wbich  baa 
arisen  between  tbe  Command'  at  Fort  Pitt  &  tbe  principal  Inbab- 
itants  of  Westmoreland.  We  consider  tbe  Appointment  of  a  Fennsyl. 
Officer  to  tbat  Command  as  a  very  bappy  Circumstance  to  tbe  State 
considerinr  the  State  of  onr  Affairs  iritb  Virginia,  and  as  it  ig 
bigbly  probable  tbat  in  Case  of  a  Change  some  Person  from  that 
State  would  be  appointed  to  that  Command  Policy  as  well  aa 
Prudence  make  it  necessary  to  pass  over  Transaetions  wbich  at 
another  Time  ought  to  be  more  fully  discussed. 

Tbe  ranging  Companies  being  now  dismissed  unless  the  Assemblj^ 
sbould  think  pcoper  to  raise  them  again  tbe  Difficulties  of  subsisting 
them  must  have  ceased,  at  tbe  same  -rime  we  wish  these  Difficulties 
had  never  been  made  as  tbe  public  Service  allways  suffers  by  such 
Opposition  &  clashing  of  Orders.  From  tbe  State  you  have  laid 
before  us  we  see  nothing  to  disapprove  in  your  Conduct,  on  the 
other  Hand  your  Attention  to  tbe  publick  Service  has  added  to  the 
Esteem  we  before  had  of  your  Services  &  Merit. 

Tbe  Assembly  has  been  in  Conference  this  Day  with  tbe  Council 
on  tbe  Affairs  of  the  Frontiers,  but  nothing  being  yet  determined 
must  refer  any  Intelligence  on  this  Subject  to  a  future  Day.  In  the 
mean  Hme  yon  &  the  Gentlemen  of  the  County  may  rely  upon  a 
0triot  Attention  to  your  Affairs  &  Safety  as  we  are  very  eehsible  of 
the  Necessity  of  supporting  tbe  good  People  on  the  Frontiers  & 
making  them  as  secure  as  Gireumstances  will  admit. 

We  have  every  Reason  to  believe  tbe  Rigour  of  tbe  Winter 
which  bto  almost  annihilated  the  Support  derived  by  the  Savages 
from  €kme  moBt  oblige  them  to  seek  Subaistance  at  a  greater' 
Dletance  from  yon  thim  formerly,  if  so  it  will  be  a  very  happ^  ft 
providential  Event 

-  You  w31  see  the  Propriety  of  keeping  secret  onr  Sentiments  with 
zcepect  to  the  CommaDd*  at  Fort  Piu  &  doubt  not  on  Oonsideration 
jott  will  see  very  powerfol  Reasons  for  avoiding  any  disgusting 
Meaaorea  &  that  yon  will  also  on  such  an  Occasion  make  some 
Sacrifice  of  private  Feeling9  to  publick  Neeesaitiea.  I  send  yoa 
tlw  late  News  Papers  t  am  with  much  Eeleem 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 
J,  E. 

.  *  P:  8,  M*"  Scotf 8  Presience  in  Council  would  in  tbe  present. 
Situation  of  Tbings  be  greatly  advantagous  to  the  State  in  jgencral 
&  your  County  in  particular.  We  trust  neither  he  or  other  Gentle- 
in  publick  Character  will  give  any  Sanction  to  the' Proceedings  of 

♦  Bee  page  77.      ' 
Vol.  Vin.— 18 
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the  yirKinia  Gommigaioneni  by  aoknowledging  their  Jariadiction  i 
it  maj  be  cooTert^d  to  the  Ftejidio6  vf  the  publio  luletesta. 

Julj  10,  1780. 
Directed, 

To  Col.  Arch.  Lochrj  Lieut,  of  Westmoreland. 


MoNS.  Db  Coksy  to  Pkss.  Re£i>,  1780. 

ProvideDoe,  July  1 1  th,  1780. 
one  o'clock  in  the  Moraiog. 

e!r,  ■ 

I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  your  Ezoellencyi  that  the  Freich 
Fleet  was  off  Newport  at  six  o'Clock  last  night.    I  preaome  it  ia  at 
thifl  Time  in  the  Harbor.     I  am  with  great  Keapect 
Your  fixcellenoy'a 

Meat  obedient  atod 

most  humble  Senrant, 

ESTRIS  ?  Dfi  COfiNr.* 
Directed, 
His  Bxoellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq'. 


Coin  John  Cox  to  Ohaelba  Pkttit,  1780. 

Bloomabny,  July  11th,  1780. 
BewrStr, 

Genial  Knox,  when  hera.sotie  Days  ago,  by  oidcr  of  the  Com- 
mander io  Chief,  impressed  a  number  of  Teams  in  the  Comly  of 
Buoks^  for  wkiob,  by  advise  of  the  Magistrates,  ia  order  to  indam 
the  Inhabitants  the  more  ohearfully  to  turn  out,  he  agreed  to  pay  the 

C'ees  charged  in  the  inoloeed  pay  Boll  m  hard  Iftoiiey  or  aa  Eqairv 
t  in  OotttL  of  which  He  adviaed  his  Ettolianoy,  the  Pk^ent 
of  the  State,  at  same  time  informing  him  that  .he  hod  MHned  Joka 
Oliver,  of  Bristol,  to  be  applyed  to  by  the  owners  oi  the  Teams  for 
payment,  in  oonseqnenoe  of  which  they  are  Daily  tmsing  him  for 
the  iMLoney.  As  it  is  probable,  the  State  mi^  think  proper  to  esti- 
mate thooe  Teams  as  part  Of  their  Quota,  called  for  by  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  lay  the  inclosed  pay  Boll 
before  the  Council,  &  if  agreeable  to  them  to  discharge  i^  tJbej 

Sill,  of  bourse,  furnish  you  with  the  amount,  either  in  hard  Cash  or 
tate  money,  Which  1  imagine  will  answer  equally  well,  &  you  will 
please  forward  it  thro'  CoL  Mitchell  to  Mr.  Oliyer,  that  the  owneti 

•  See  Col  Bee.,  VoL  JOL^  p.  iM.    See  answer,  page  416. 
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of  the  Teams  may  be  satisfied.  Col.  Mitchell  informs  me  that  in 
eonseqaenoe  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Oliver  on  the  subject,  He  had  a 
few  Days  since  given  in  an  Estimate  for  Monej^  in  which,  he  bad 
ineladed  a  nnich  krger  eum  for  that  service  than  appears  from  the 
inclosed  pay  Roll  to  be  doe,  not  knowing  the  exact  number  of 
Waggons,  or  that  the  State  had  any  thing  to  do  hi  the  matter.  It 
IB  very  possible  there  may  have  been  more  Teams  impressed,  but 
the  inclosed  contains  an  account  of  all  .who  have  applyed  for  payment 
Qeueral  Knox  informed  Governor  Reed  that  so  soon  as  the  service 
was  rendered  an  account  would  be  forwarded  by  me  for  payment. 
Yoa  will  Cherefoife  bis  pleased  |o  lay  the  matter  before  Council  & 
proceed  therein  as  they  &  you  may  think  moet  pro0Br,  k  you  will 
oblige 

IK8ir,Yo«f01ied.  Servt, 

'     JOHN  COX.* 
Directedj 

PuMi^ai^rViee. 

Colonel  Charles  Petlit^  Ai^  Quarter  Mast«r  Oonl ,  Philadelphia. 

United  SUtes 

To  Edwasd  Webied  Dr. 

1780.  Dels.  pli. 

Jasa  2M.    To  Sundry  Expsnoes  Impreasing  Waggons, 

by  order  of  Gan.  Knox,  pr  Robert  Adkir,       196  << 
To  CMfa  paid  J.  Staekbonae,  for  one  Bushel 

Oats, 26  <' 

To  Cash  pdd  Jnew  Brows,  for  i  Bushel  Do.,        12  i 
To  Cash  paid  L.  Oilham,  lor  i  Bushel  Com,        16  ^ 
^     80.     To  Imptessing  &  Conducting  the  T^ams  9 

DayS)  a  120  Dolkrs  pr  Day^      .  .    1080  '< 

1829  « 


Supra.  Cv. 

By  Cash  received  of  Cd.  Cox»    .  ^  »     190  << 


United  States  To  James  Seddon,  Dr. 

1780. 
Jvna  28  A  24.    To  2  Ikys  Inypressag  Teams  a  120 

Dollars  pr  Day,      .  .      240  ^' 

To  Sundry  ExpeoeeSi  .         .  .  «      {200  " 


ti 


.440." 


Supra.  Or. 

Bj  Cash  received  of  Col.  Runyan,        .  .  .100  " 


♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  428. 
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United  SUtes 

To  Henry  ShiUenberg,  Dr. 

1780. 
June  24  &  25.    To  2  Days  Impressing  Teams,  a  120 

Dollars  pr  Day,      .  .  .240  <' 

To  SuQdry  Dzponoes,  .  .  .        45  << 


285  « 


Bristol,  July  8tb,  1780.     A  True  Copy. 

JNO.  OLIVER,  A.  D.  Q.  M.  Gen. 

•  - 

Prbs.  Reed  to  Col.  Witixuc  Scon,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  4th  Inst,  has  been  duly  received,  ft  am  glad  to 
find  the  Volnnteen  have  been  made  up  agreeable  to  the  Law.  The 
Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers  are  very  much  alarmed  with  Appre- 
hensions of  the  Indians  duriug  the  Harvest .  You  will,  therefore, 
immediately  direct  them  'to  mareh  one  half  to  Bedford  County  ft  the 
dker  t»  Westmoreland,  when  they  are  to  be  directed  by  the  several 
Lieutenant&of  the  Counties  as  to  StaUon.  Col.  Piper  as  lieotesaat 
of  Bedford,  ft  Col.  Lochry  of  Westmoreland. 

We  are  sorry  you  sent  down  a  Waggon  for  Arm«  as  we  have  then 
not  in  the  Store,  nor  are  they  to  be  procured  in  this  City.  Oar 
Direction  therefore,  is  that  yoEU  proouro  as  many  pnblick  Arms  as 
possible,  &  of  which  the^  must  be  a  considerM>le  Nnmber  in  the 
County,  ft  if  any  Deficiency,  that  the  Captain  be  authorised  to  call 
on  the  Captains  of  the  Ranging  Companies  hai$t  Year  for  the  Arms 
furnished  them,  ft  which  were  left  in  the  Counties  when  those  Men 
were  discharged.  The  Lieutenants  of  these  Counties  must,  ft  will, 
doubtless,- exert  themselves  to  procure  them,  ft  as  they  were  Riffles 
they  will  be  of  more  real  Use  than  any  which  could  be  sent  from 
here  if  to  be  procured.     The  same  of  Ammunition* 

I  must  in  treat  you  to  exert  yourself  in  procuring  Flour  as  the 
French  Fleet  is  hourly  expected  ft  we  are  at  present  in  a  very  unfit 
Condition  to  receive  them,  for  Want  of  that  necessary  Article. 

Inclosed  you  have  a  Resolve  of  the  Council  for  putting  the  Arms 
provided  last  year  for  the  Ranging  Compames  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Volunteer  Companies. 

I  am,  Sir^  Your  most  obedt,  . 

ft  very  H'bble  Servt 
Indanedj^^vAj  12,  '80. 
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Gbnii.  Wm.  Irvinb  to  Frbb.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Camp,  near  BomptoDy  July  12,  1730. 
My  elaim  to  rank  of  Oeneral  Hand,  has  at  last  been  before  a  Boaid 
of  General  OSoers — &  the  affair  remains  just  as  it  was. 

They  have  Reported  that  they  did  not  think  they  had  powers  to 
alter  the  rank  of  any  General  Officer  already  fixed  by  Congress. 

I  presume  there  is  no  mode  left  now,  nnless  the  State  will  insist 
that  Congress  take  the  business  up  themselves — which  in  my  opinion 
they  ^Consress)  ought  to  have  done  at  first  had  they  been  actuated 
by  principles  of  justice — Oeneral  Hand,  however,  argued  that  the 
State  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  &  that  Congress  had  a  right  to 
promote  whom  they  pleased,  and  added,  that  neither  Congress  nor 
the  State  had  a  right  to  place  him  to  any  particular  State.  I  told 
the  Court,  that  as  the  appointment  of  officers  was  left  to  the  States, 
they  had  a  right,  in  the  first  instance,  to  give  the  preference  to  wUom 
they  pleased,  and  that  if  Congress  had  broke  their  own  rules  and 
made  an  undue  promotion,  the  State  to  which  the  officer  belonged — 
or  8omeho€i^ —  had  a  nght  to  bring  them  to  an  account  for  it,  and 
that  I  did  not  know  who  could  do  it  except  the  State.  Congress 
once  proposed,  at  least  individuals  of  them,  that  General  Hand 
Bhoold  be  conddered  as  belonging  to  the  States  at  large — ^now  if 
they  will  fix  that,  and  Resolve  that  he  shall  not  be  promoted  as 
heloDging  to  PennsylTama,  in  case  of  Vacancy,  rather  than  give  any 
farther  trouble,  I  will  Drop  the  matter; — But  unless  this  is  done,  I 
can  not  think  of  giving  up  a  thing  so  manifestly  derogatory  to  the 
honor  of  the  State — so  evidently  unjust,  &  injurious  to  my  own  feel- 
ings. I  am  sorry  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  this  business,  nor 
should  I  was  I  not  persuaded  you  wish  justice  done  as  well  to  the 
honor  of  the  State  as  to  Individuals  of  it. — As  M'  Searle  has  been  so 
good  as  to  interest  himself  in  my  favour,  I  shall  write  him,  request- 
ing he  will  move  that  a  record  be  entered  that  Gen^  Hand  shall  not 
be  promoted  as  belonging  to  the  State  ^except  if  the  State  should 
now  or  hereafter  take  him  in)  untill  the  otner  officers  who  have  a  right 
to  rank  of  him  shall  first  be  promoted. 

However  distant  promotion  may  appear  from  either  of  us  at  present, 
it  is  best  not  to  have  it  to  settle  at  the  time  when  it  may  happen— 
&  promotion  may  take  phice  in  the  line  eVen  this  Campaign — and 
tho'  I  think  I  may  venture  to  assert  that  I  am  not  over  anxious  for 
it,  yet  it  is  the  business  of,  and  very  natural  for,  a  Soldier  to  look 
&  press  forward. 

As  my  superiors  are  ncfW  here,  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  any 
thing  on  publick  matters  relative  to  the  line — as  I  suppose  they  do. 
I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 
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Pris.  Rvbd  to  Col.  Franois  Johitstoh,  1780. 

To  Col.  Fntneie  Johnston : 

Sir, 

As  several  of  the  BatUlionS;  both  in  Town  &  Country,  have 
not  completed  their  Yolanteers,  jou  will  please  to  direct  the  Gen- 
tlemen who  have  come  down  with  yon  for  the  purpose  of  oolleciiDg 
them,  to  repair  to  the  several  Lieutenants  of  tne  City  &  County  of 
Philad.,  Bucks,  Chester,  Lancaster  &  Berks,  to  hasten  the  filling 
their  respective  Complements  :  And  also  to  inform  themselves  how 
far  those  already  seot  have  been  settled  with.     For  this  Purpose  we 
have  added  the  Number  of  Battalions  in  each  County — and  the 
Book  kept  by  Col.  Nicola,  at  the  Barracks,  will  inform  you  what 
Battalions  &  Companies  have  complied  with  the  Laws,  by  sending 
in  their  Recruits.     As  this  Service  is  of  the  most  important  Nature, 
you  will  please  to  urge  the  Necessity  of  proceeding  in  it  so  that  the 
Law  may  be  fully  &  properly  executed.     Upon  this,  as  well  as  every 
other  Occasion,  yourself  &  the  Officers  under  your  immediate  Com- 
mand, will  receive  all  necessary  Aid  &  Assistance  from  the  Council. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moat  Obed.  HbUo.  Servt 

Fhilad.  City — 6  Bnttalionc^  8  ComfM^nies  in  each  Battalion,  2  Men 
from  each  Comp^,  96 

Col.  Henry,  Lieut. 

Philad.  County-«*8  Battalions. 
Col.  Coats,  Lieot. 

Bucks,  )         BattaJions  Men 

Col.  Hart,  Lieut.  | 

Chester,  I         Battalions 

Col.  Small,  Lieut., ) 

Lancaster,  )  Battaliona 

Col.  Atlee,  ] 

Berks,  ) 

Col.  Morgan,  Lieut,  j         Battaliona 

Jndar9edy 
July  12,  1780. 
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Akdkbw  Doz  to  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

His  Exoellenoy  the  Pxendent  and  the  H<monble  Coanoil  of  th« 
State  of  Pennsjlvania. 
GeotiemeD, 

Inobsed  is  a  return  of  the  articles  purchased  bj  me  during 
the  time  mj  health  permitted  me  to  act  under  the  appointment  of 
Commissioner  of  purchases  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia^  likewise  a 
Teturn  of  srtides  procured  by  me  while  acting  as  Commissioner  of 
Supplies  for  the  army  until  the  Law  under  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  be  appointed  was  suspended  by  Proclamation 

The  time  agreed  on  for  payment  of  Mr.  William  MoCnlloh  and 
Company's  bill  for  forty  eight  barrels  Beef  and  fifteen  of  Pork 
agreeable  to  the  order  of  Council  is  nearly  expired  }  must  beg  to  be 
informed  whether  it  will  be  most  eligible  to  pay  them  in  the  state 
money  of  the  last  emission  of  which  I  have  sufficient  on  hand  or 
whether  you  would  not  prefer  the  drawing  an  order  on  the  state 
Treasurer  for  the  amount  in  Continental  currency  agreeable  to  eon- 
tract.    • 

Having  been  informed  that  the  Honorable  House  of  aasembly 
have  it  in  contemplation  to  pass  an  act  for  the  sale  of  the  state 
Island  and  other  licii  belonging  to  the  Publiokat  their  next  mttiBg, 
I  have  taken  tl^e  Liberty  to  request  (should  such  an  act  be  carried 
into  effect)  your  interest  to  obtain  the  appointment  of  Com'miasioner 
of  sales  as  I  am  entirely  destitute  of  business  and  wish  by  your  con- 
tinued indulgence  and  kindness  to  be  usefully  employed  in  suek 
service  for  the  public  as  my  health  will  admit;  with  sentinieDts  of 
gratitude  and  respect. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

your  mostObdt.  Hble.  Sevt. 

ANDREW  DOZ. 

Philadelphia  July  12th  1780. 
Directed^ 

His  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Heed  Esquire,  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 


CouHoiL  TO  Frakcis  Hopkinson,  1780. 

In  Council,  Philada.  July  18th,  1780. 
Sir, 

In  aonsequenoe  of  your  late  application  to  this  Board  founded  on 
the  request  of  ye.  Vice  Consul  of  France  to  issue  a  General  Search 
warrant,  to  inspect  ships  for  deserters  from  the  French  Vessels  in  this 
Port,  I  am  now  to  inform  you  that  we  have  taken  the  advice  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Attorney  Gkneral  who  are 
unanimously  of  opinion,  such  warrant  cannot  be  granted  consistent 
with  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  this  State.    And  that  the  Jorii- 
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diction  of  the  admiralty  is  donbtful  in  rach  a  eaae,  raprposing  the 
.meaanre  in  itself  legal.  It  is  thereiore  the  idvlee  of  this  Beud 
that  in  a  case  of  farther  application  yon  will  act  in  conformity  to 
this  opinion  explaining  the  same  so  as  to  give  all  possible  satisfWo- 
tion  totheoffiem  of  Hts  Most  Christian  Majesty,  and  giving  all 
legal  and  proper  aid^  in  the  discharge  of  their  several  dnties. 
I  am  with  due  ooninderation. 

Your  most  obedient  and, 
yeiT  humble  servant 
JOS.  R££D  President. 
Honble  Francis  Hopkinson>  Esqr. 


JofiH  Thomboh  to.  Piuis.  Rnu>,  1780. 

Carlisle,  July  Ic^th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  Just  arived  from  the  firunteeres  bM  have  paid  off  the 
offioers  and  adders  of  the  three  CompancyS|  and  liave  mastered 
several  Companeys  of  voUenteeres  for  two  months,  by  order  of  tho 
Lients.  of  the  Countey,  and  I  understand  that  there  Is  a  bodey  of 
Tollenteeres  milittia  Raised  for  the  frunteerei^  I  would  be  fond  tp 
know  whether  I  am  apointed  for  them  or  not,  as  I  nnderstei^d  I  was 
Muster  master  for  the  milittia,  as  I  may  hold  mvself  in  Redeness,  If 
knot  It  would  GLive  me  pleasor  to  Wve  my  Contrey  in  any  poste 
Sonal  to  my  Rank. 

Byfore  this  time  I  suposc  that  you  have  Reod.  a  letter  from  Cut. 
Locbry  Concerning  an  Expedition  against  an  Indian  town  that  Ijay 
^  neere  to  them,  that  Col  Broadhead  destroyed  last  year,  and  as  we 
find  we  would  be  Joined  by  a  number  of  people  that  will  not  bee 
able  to  suport  themselves,  this  £zpoditiun  is  thought  will  bee  of 
great  service  if  Carried  on  immediately  after  harvist  and  I  think  we 
will  not  bee  able  to  goe  on  unless  suported  with  provisions  and 
.Iior8i6sl>y  the  state. 

If  your  honnour  and  Council  thinck  proper  to  incomge  this  Expo- 
dition  the  Quicker  I  receve  an  answer  will  bee  the  better  as  we 
liave  kept  it  as  a  secrit  that  we  may  Joine  to  get  things  in  order  00 
we  would  need  to  have  a.number  of  biskits  provided  as  the  parson 
18  in  beast,  I  am  knot  able  to  give  the  full  acct.  of  what  we  intend 
but  I  supose  by  Col  Lodherey  Letter  and-  this  you  will  be  able  to 
make  out  our  inloat 

I  aip.  with  Due  Respect, 

.  your  obedient  Humble  Servt. 

JOHN  THOMSON. 
To  the  Hon.  Joseph  Reed,  President. 

July  13th  1780. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  409,  428,  and  page  403  of  this 
18*       ■ 
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QsB.  WASHiHdTov  sa  OoiKMinu  OF  Co-QP8BAnoir,  1780. 

(Copy.) 
Hetd  Qaartef%  July  13«^,  Vm. 
GenileiDeB, 

We  have  reoehred  iatolligenee  thitmgh  different  channels  from 
New  York)  thai  the  Gbnoftionpe  had  arrived  there  on  Sunday 
morning  aiid  hrenght  an  aoooant  that  ehe  had  fidlen  in  with  a  lar^ 
French  fleet,  consietiDg  of  seTeral  sail  of  the  line,  and  a  nnmber  of 
transports,  between  the  Gapes  of  Virginia  and  DeUwaie.  Tbii 
intelligence  has  every  appearance  of  authenticity ;  and  if  true,  tho 
arrival  of  the  Fleet  on  the  coast  may  instantly  be  looked  for.  This 
indeed  must  be  th^  case  at  any  rate^  from  the  time  they  are  said  to 
have  sailed. 

It  otinnot  be  too  much  lamented  that  our  preparations  are  still  so 
sreatly  behind  hand.  Not  a  thousand  men  that  I  have  heard  of 
have  yet  joined  the  Army  and  in  all  probability  the  period  for  oooi- 
meneing  our  operations  is  at  hand.  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  a 
spirit  of  animation  has  diffused  itself  throughout  the  States^  fbm 
which  we  may  expect  the  happiest  cooseqnences :  But  the  ezigencj 
is  so  pressing  that  we  ought  to  multiply  our  efforts  to  give  dot 
activitj^nd  dispatch  to  our  measures— levying  and  forwarding  the 
men,  providing  the  supplies  of  every  sort  required;  forage  aod 
transportation  demand  particular  attention.  Aner  what  has  bees 
preconcerted  with  the  Hon*'*  The  Congress,  after  two  moiitfafl 
previous  notice  of  the  intended  succour,  if  our  allies  find  us  uopr^ 
pared,  and  are  obliged  to-wait  several  weeks  in  a  state  of  inaction,  ^ 
it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  unfavourable  the  impressions  it  wfH  make 
of  our  conduct.  Besides  this  the  season  is  exceedingly  advanced— 
a  decisive  euterprize,  if  our  means  are  equal  to  it,  ^ill  not  permit  ss 
to  lose  a  moment  of  the  time  left  for  military  operations^  which  H 
improved  with  all  the  vigor  in  our  power  is  less  than  were  to  be 
wished,  for  an  undertaking  of  so  arduous  ^nd  important  a  nature— 
80  much  is  at  stake — so  much  to  be  hoped — so  much  to  be  lost— 
that  we  shall  be  inexcusable  if  we  do  not  employ  all  our  seal  and  ill 
our  exertion. 

With  the  highest  respect  4  esteem^ 

J  hav^  th^  hpn^  fo^ 

your  most  Obcd* 
A  HMe  Servant, 

Gf  WASHINGTON. 
D{rec4edf 
The  Committee  for  Co-operation.     (Cop.) 


Wm.   SmfH  TO  ROBBBt   HORBIS  BsQ.,  1780. 

Baliimore^  Julj  U,  1780. 
JBobevi  Moirisy  Esq'., 
Sir, 

locloMd  jou  Iiave  reoeipi  for  7  Gases  of  m«sketB  kt  (be  Stale 
of  PenffelTmnia  addressed  to  jou,  »  part  of  those  have  beeo  oppe&ed 
&  Gleaaed,  &  a  part  has  not.  I  ooold  not  get  thom  done  with  thai 
dispatch  that  X  thought  the  times  required,  they  have  been  Valued 
at  §00  Dolars,  a  oertifioate  of  which  with  the  charges,  shall  be  foi^ 
warded  joa  next  opportunity. 

I  am  !>  Sir,  year 

most  hble  Ser* 

W.  SMITH. 

Directed^ 

Robert  Morris  Esq'.,  Merohanty  Philad\ 

^  Stage  with  I 

7  Cases  of  Masquets.   ) 


L9WIS  NiooiA  TO  Pass.  RsBPy  1780. 

Philadelphia,  July  II,  1780. 
Sir, 

Two  deserters  from  the  Anspaohers  are  just  come  to  mo  and  say, 
tbey  left  the  English  Army  nine  days  since  at  Philips  manor,  where' 
they  were  Employ'd  colIectiDg  fuel  &  forage  and  makiug  a  new  and 
shorter  voad  to  Eingsbridge.  Say  the  Army  was  call'd  Eight 
thousand,  but  they  do  not  think  they  are  so  Strong.  Desertion  13 
Tery  considerable  among  the  foreigners.  They  do  not  know  of  any 
£xonraions  of  consequence  made  by  the  Enemy  since  they  occupied 
their  present  Ground,  neither  haye  they  done  any  damage  of  cons^ 
quenoe  in  the  Neighbourhood.  They  heard  a  heayy  firing  on 
Wednesday  last,  and  were  told  in  the  Jerseys,  that  the  French  fleet 
was  at  the  Hook. 

I  am  w'lA  Bespeot 

your  Excellencies 

most  Obed*  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA^T.M. 


4M  PBN  NSFLTANIilL  AJBDBXVm  I7B». 

Henbt  HallbIi  to  Pbbs.  Bbbp,  1780*. 

Reading,  July  15%  1780. 
May  it  please  your  Ezcellenoyi 

As  usual  I  applied  this  Day  to  the  IssuiDg  Com''  to  issue  Kations 
to  a  Number  of  Carters  engaged  to  drive  the  Teams  drawn  out  of 
this  Ooonty  in  Consequence  of  your  Order  to  me  of  the  24*  Ult. 
and  rec*  for  Answer  that  the  Proynions  remaining  in  Store  wouM 
not  be  fltuffioient  to  supply  the  Post  four  Days  longer.  I  haye  do 
Money  to  adyanoe  to  the  Carters,  what  must  be  done,  how  shall 
they  live? 

I  am  Sir 

Your  Bxoelleny  hum"«  Serv* 

HENRT  HALLER. 
Indorsed, 

1770,  July  15th.  From  Henry  Haller,  Waggon  Master,  Herb 
CoJ^. 


Prbs.  Rbed  to  Mons.  Db  Corny,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  your  seyeral  Fayours  of  the  4**  &  11*.  Insi* 
receiyed  by  the  same  Express  &  thank  you  particularly  for  your 
obliging  Communioation  Of  the  Arrival  of  the  French  Fleet  — May 
God  gnint  Success  to  our  united  Armfl  &  cement  the  ConnectioQ 
so  happily  formed  between  the  two  Countries. 

Far  from  making  the  least  Difficulty  Sir,  in  settling  tho  Money 
borrowed  from  this  State  we  shall  receiye  it  wheneyer  your  Agent 
shall  offer  it  &  can  only  express  our  Concern  that  our  good  inten- 
tions haye  not  produced  more  beneficial  Effects. 

I  also  beg  Leaye  to  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  sent  M'  Holker 
on  this  Subject  upon  his  intimating  to  us  the  Difficulties  of  passiog 
the  State  Money,  we  are  since  fully  confirmed  in  the  Sentimeots 
therein  expressed.  In  Answer  he  yerbally  expressed  his  Desire  to 
keep  it  longer  &  we  haye  since  receiyed  a  £500  Sterl*  Bill  on  this 
Account.  But  it  would  be  much  more  agreeable  to  us  to  receive 
the  Money  ft  dose  the  Transaction  than  that  the  Honour  &  Credit 
of  the  State  should  suffer  as  we  fear  it  has  done  from  the  manner  of 
oiroulating  it  in  Lancaster  County,  or  that  your  Affiiira  Bhonld  be  in 
the  least  embarrassed. 

The  Confidence  in  every  Species  of  Paper  has  been  so  eonddenbly 
shaken  that  it  will  probably  be  some  Time  before  it  will  regain  iti 
former  Credit,  but  we  haye  great  Reason  to  belieye  that  io  a  little 
Time  this  Money  will  haye  a  uniyersal,  as  at  present  it  has  a  veiy 
general  Circulation — notwithstanding  the  Discouragements  which  it 
has  met  with  in  some  particular  Instances. 

*  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XII,  pp.  424,  425.  And  pages  888,  406,  of  this. 
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iBfaall  take  an  earfjOpp'  to  wait  on  ike  Cher.  Lawnie  ft  reoem 
any  oommttniealion  he  may  make  on  this  8obJ€cl  ft  am 
with  much  Respect  &  Conmderation 

Your  Obed.  ft  very 

Hbble  Servt 

July  17.    To  Mom.  Do  Cornyi  Commissary  of  Franea. 


Nicholas  Lutz  to  Pbss.  RjSBDy  1780* 

Beading,  17**  July,  1780. 
fiir, 

Aficteeable  to  yoar  Proclamation  of  the  5th  Ins*,  I  have  sent  yoa 
eneloeed  herewith,  ail  the  uagranted  Certifioates,  shall  transmit  my 
Aoe*  to  you  for  settlement,  as  soon  as  I  receive  a  reoeipt  from  the 
Ooamissary  Geol.  of  Purehases  for  the  last  parcel  of  Sheep  I  sent 
lam  by  M'  David  Davis. 

I  am  Yonr  Bxoellene/B 

Most  Obed«  Hbi.  Servant, 

NICHOLAS  LUTZ, 

C'  of  P.  B.  Co^. 
(Public  Service,) 

His  ExQclleocy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  CoudciI,  Philada. 


Col.  Matthew  Smith  to  Pass.  Bsad,  1780. 

Paxtang,  July  I7th,  1780.  . 
Sir, 

This  Day  I  Reo*  yonr  favour  of  the  6^  Ins^  by  Mr.  Reeso  of  Noiv 
thvna''  Town,  I  am  Troly  sorry  for  y*  Situation  of  His  Excels  OenL 
Washington ;  ft  his  Brave  Little  Army  our  affairs  at  present  ara 
8oiii«what  Dark — But  I  am  Confidant  we  shall  have  light  Again  ft 
Perbaps^aa  in  times  past  from  a  Quarter  we  Do  not  as  yet  Ej;pect 
it 

Ton  Mention  Sir,  yo^  cannot  understand  the  meantng  of  the  Peo- 
ple Swearing  they  will  not  pay  the  Taxes, — I  Apprehend  my  mean- 
ing, or  Letter  was  not  nndeutood,  as  I  Did  not  mean  (he  Continental 
or  Fnbliek  Taxes,  but  only  that  Tax  laid  for  Paying  the  Bounty  of 
those  Mm  lately  Bais' ;  out  of  the  Militia  Compaoys — My  intention 
in  Meittionittg  the  Matter  to  iTonr  fixe^  was  not  to  Give  offenoe  Bu$ 
in  Complyaaosi-  wilk  a  fomer  Request,  via.,  to  take  Every  Oppertu^ 
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11%  to  inibna  Oomeil  the  BitufttioB  and  SentimtDts,  Boili  of  the 
Gottntry  &  tlie  People-^the  Gen^  Attombly  Sometimea  io  die  Um 
or  Preamble  of  the  Laws  ate  pet  Quite  so  plain  as  could  be  Wished, 
the  Law  for  Raising  the  two  men  Seems  to  be  Expressly  for  the 
Defence  of  ^  the  Frontiers,  this  Law  Being  Imediately  Printed  k 
Scattered  through  the  Different  Countys,  Gave  the  People  an  opper- 
tunity  when  Collected  in  the  Companys  of  Seeing  it  and  Ohearifii% 
Adopted  tbe  Plan,  I  Do  not  know  any  Denomination  thfl  Did  not 
GhearfuUy  Agree  to  Submit  to  the  Law,  till  the  Men  were  Ordered 
to  Camp,  &  then  as  I  Wrote  in  my  last,  I  Assure  you  it  Created 
nneasyness  in  the  Breasts  of  a  Number,  not  only  the  People  Hire> 
ing  But  the  People  Hif>ed.  Tour  Acquaintanoe  with  Mankind  I  am 
Certain  will  Conyinoe  yon,  how  Easy  it  is  for  Numbers  of  people  to 
be  Alarmed  with  Meters  of  Small  Consequence  and  Certainly  much 
more  So,  in  a  Time  &  place  of  such  Dreadful  War,  as  is  Carry'  oa 
by  Indians  on  the  Frontier  Settlements,  When  the  life  of  Almost 
£very  person  is  Every  Moment  in  Danger,  &  oftentimes  not  knoi^ 
ing  Danger  Near  them,  till  the  Tomahawk  or  Scalping  knife  ia  diote 
Into  the  Head,  k  Btttohef*  inhumanely  often  merely  for  their  Di▼e^ 
sion.  D'  Sir,  whilst  I  take  the  Libertyto  Mention  these  Uiiags  to 
YOU  Rest  Assur'  it  is  no  part  oi  my  Sentiments  J^ither  here  or  in 
Northnm'  County.  I  in  Some  Measure  know  what  your  Scitnatioik 
is,  as  well  as  the  Rest  of  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Council  have  to  com- 
bat with,  &  often  Silently  but  very  Sensibly  feel  Both  for  Men  & 
things. 

The  Money  I  Drew  last  year  for  Raising  the  Rsngers,  vis  Distii- 
buted  According  to  Direction^  the  Rec**  I  Gsto  to  M'  Rittenhonse 
in  April  last,  &  would  have  left  them  with  him  in  the  Winter  Bat 
in  hopes  to  have  Rec'  the  Cash  from  Capt"  Collier,  to  have  H 
Return'  to  the  Treasury  but  Could  not,  therefore  I  Return'  his  Be^ 
also.— A  line  from  Council  to  Capt*  Collier  I  Doubt  not  would 
hurry  him  to  Return  the  Cash. 

As  for  the  Amunition  Forwarded  to  Paxtang  June  1779  yon  will 
See  by  the  Order  of  Council  it  was  for  the  use  of  Lancaster  &  Cum- 
berland Countys  in  Case  North'  Broke  up  I  my  Self  Obtain'  the 
Order,  ft  if  I  Remmember  it  is  Ezprenive;  if  Council  Jadge  it  most 
Necessary  to  Send  it  to  Cob  Hunter,  or  a  party  I  will  take  Oaie  te 
have  your  Order  Immediately  Comply'  with. 

The  Amunition  Mentioned  Sent  in  Aprik  last^  has  not  Oome  te  band 
Neither  to  Col*'  Cox  nor  Col*  Hunter,  4b  am  Apprehensiya  it  did  net 
Come  from  Philadelphia.  About  the  20^  of  Aprile  I  was  in  Phil*, 
ft  Capt^  Harabrigkt  Men^n'  he  had  an  Order  from  Oonneil  for 
Amunition,  but  at  that  time  Could  not  Get  a  Wagoon  to  Cany  it  te 
Esthertown,  and  Sinoe  I  Came  horn  Sunbnry  I  Gall'  on  Col*  Cos  at 
the  Request  of  Col*  Hunter,  who  inform'  me  no  Amunition  bad 
Arriv*  thb  Summer  for  North'  County  But  a  few  Boxes  of  Cartrid- 
ges, ft  they  were  Imediately  forwarded  to  Col*  Weltner  for  the  oae 
of  his  Reg*.    I  Bvpeet  to  Go  for  Sunbnry  in  im^  wedki  or  leab  if 
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•ny  (Man  in  toy  of  the  Abo?^  H eatMned  tlmgs  they  Shall  Be 
ftiiodiy  Oomply*  with. 
I  am  I>  Sir, 

with  all  Due  SnbmissioQ 

your  Moet  Ob*  &  tery  Hum*  Ser?*, 

MATT^  SMITH. 
Dirededf 

EiB  Bxoelleaoy  Joseph  Beed,  Emf,  F^endeiit  of  the  Stale  ef 
Peiiiiayl* 


PBB8.  BbBD  to  PbIS.  OB  COKQRBSS,  1780. 

In  Oonndl;  Pa.,  July  17th,  1780. 
Sir, 

On  the  Ist  June  last  Congress  were  pleased  to  give  ns  a  veiy 
animating  &  pleasing  Mark  of  thmr  approbation  of  onr  Goodnet  in 
ftirwarding  SuppHee  to  the  Army,  &  the  Beneficial  Effeets  of  onr 
Exertions  have  sinoe  been  frequently  &  particularly  aoknowledged 
from  the  Camp.  We  had  Beason  to  ezpeot  thatit  might  have  been 
an  Bameat  of  future  Confidenoe,  ft  that  no  one  possessed  of  tolerable 
Information  k  Candour  would  have  suspeeted,  mueh  less  have 
ebarged  us  with  a  Negleet  of  the  general  Interests,  aeoompanied 
with  an  Insinnadon  that  any  publick  Misfortunes  or  Disgraee  would 
be  justly  ascribed  to  us.  Bat,  Sir,  the  inclosed  Letter  from  your 
Go9inittee  at  Gamp  shows  that  no  Services,  w>  Bxertions,  no  Saerl- 
fioee  of  private  Eaae^  luterest,  or  even  Health  itself,  can  extapt  m 
fron  unmerited  Beproaeh. 

We  beg  Leave  to  say  that  nothing  is  mors  painfol  to  us  than  to 

enter  into  these  Disousuons,  k  form  invidtous  Comparisons  between 

ibie  State  k  otben.    But  we  can  appeal  to  the  Knowledge  of  every 

ooo  whose  Opps«  give  him  a  Bight  to  judge  that  in  Troops,  Gloathing, 

Kefroahments,  Supplies  to  the  Qr.  Masters  k  Commissaries  Depart 

meota  k  Advances  to  the  United  States  of  various  kinds  we  can  bear 

a  Gonapniison  with  any  State  in  the  Union.    Are  we  not  c^led  upon 

in  avery  Bzigeney,  k  in  what  Instance  have  we  declined  ^ur  Exer- 

tioBM  f   After  Government  has  stretched  its  Influence  k  power  to  the 

olmost,  have  not  private  Citiaens,  k  even  Our  Women  borne  a  Part  of 

the  Pablick  Burthen,  f  Have  not  Persuasion,  legal  ft  arbitrary  Force 

been  soooesaively  used  in  this  State,  within  the  knowledge  of  Con- 

greffa,  to  effect  the  publick  Purposes,  ft  are  we  now  to  be  treated  aa 

regaidfasaof  the  publick  Wdfue,  ft  threatened  to  be  hung  up  to  the 

IVorld  as  Spectacles  of  political  Infamy  7    Sir,  our  Feelings  are 

exoeedtagly  hurt  by  soch  Treatmont,  which  in  evexy  point  of  View 

ia  oBJait  ft  unnecessary,  and  as  we  are  extremely  anzions  to  remove 

th0  Imimtation,  we  hope  Congress  will  pardm  our  entering  into  a 

abort  I>etail  on  this  Occasion. 


4a0  PSlfNSTLTAlflA  AKOHIV^  VTiO. 

On  the  %ii  Jane  we  leoeived  a  Letter  6om  the  Cenmftlee  it 
Gamp,  requiring  Sapplies  of  Men  &  Provisions,  Horses  &  Waggons, 
in  Addition  to  those  required  by  Congress  the  25tii  Feb.,  &  we  were 
desired  to  ascertain  the  Number  of  Men  &  Qoantitjof  Supplies  to  be 
furnished  in  a  given  Time  &  to  give  assurances  founded  on  Eajxrience 
that  such  Supplies  should  be  continued.     The  Committee  then  pro- 
ceed to  ft  Requisitson  on  this  State,  amounting  in  current  Prices  to 
£665,142  7  6,  or  106,422,780  dpllars  Continental  Money  (ezck- 
nve  of  Transportation  &  Sxpeiioe  of  Colleetion)  which  is  ftill  19 
Years  from  Taxes  of  the  S'ate  in  Time  of  profouud  Peace  &  with  a 
flourishing  Trade.     To  which^  if  we  add   the  Ezpences   of  civil 
Oovemment,  Cloathiog,  Refreshments  of  the  Army  k  Sujiport  of 
the  Frontiers^  will  be  little  iriiort  of  one  half  of  the  wii^le  Money 
emitted  by  Congress,  &  we  believe  more  than  all  the  circnlatiDg 
Cesh  of  the  whole  State.     Whatever  Opinions  we  formed  of  the 
Magnitude  of  those  Requisitions,  &  however  sensible  of  the  Physical 
•«s  well  as  moral  Improbability  of  exact  Oomplionne  we  determined  to 
do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  draw  forth  the  Supplies  of  the  State, 
k  accordingly  took  every  Measure  for  that  Purpose,  requiring  the 
'  Commissioners  of  Purchase  to  make  monthly  Returns  to  ne  of  their 
Progress.    Soon  lafter  we  were  favoored  with  n  Letter  from  your 
Ezeeiry  requesting  Information  on  sundry  Points  enumerated,  ft  that 
the  Presid.  would  correspond  weekly  with  thd  Committee  at  Gamp. 
In  a  few  Days  after  this  o&e  of  the  Committee  from  Canp  had  a  Con- 
versation with  the  Pcecndent  of  the  State  on  the  AfEurs  of  the  Amy, 
k  received  every  Information  which  he  thought  proper  to  ask,  k  at 
.parting  a  solemn  assoranee  that  nothing  would  be  omitted  ioforwaid 
the  sqppliee.    One  of  the  Delegates  ^  die  State  in  Congress^  now 
absent,  also  took  down  a  Number  of  particuiars  from  the  Oooacily 
which  we  understood  were  communicated  in  Congress  on  the  Hearing 
of  that  member  of  the  Committee  who  remained  in  Town  till  the 
Beginning  of  this  Month,  k  yet  on  the  ISth,  without  seeking  further 
.Satisfaction,  signed  the  Letter  incfosed.    Another  Member  hasstnce 
come  to  Town,  to  whom  this  Intelligenoe  oould  not  have  appeared  so 
inportanty  as  no  saoh  Inquiry  has  been  made  or  Information  sooght 
for  several  Days  since  his  Arrival.    We  cannot  help,  therefore,  faring 
the  Committee  have  indulged  some- personal  or  pubiiok  Resentment  to 
which  we  are  not  oonsoieits  of  affording  any  Cause,  and  have  smght 
occasion  to  discredit  the  Councils  k  Administration  of  this  State 
H ithottt  duly  adverting  to  Facts  or  Consequences. 

We  acknowledge  that  we.  have  been  requested  by  Congnes,  bj  the 
Commander  in  Chief  &>  by  the  Committee  to  inform  them  what  Pro- 
gress we  made  in  th^, specific  Supplies  demanded,  k  it  was  Intended 
to  afford  it  as  soon  as  ^we  were  possessed  of  Materials  for  this 
Purpose.  Weean  easily  form  a  Splendid  List  of  fixpeotatioas  k 
Promises  fsunded  obimHr  own  Wishes  k  Conjectures,  but  is  cbia  the 
Information  desired ».iHf  far  from  it  this  very  Committee  request  they 
may  be  ascertained,  ds  auvirance  giveny  founded  tm  Satferie 
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In  order  to  nteke  it  oertun  k  give  these  asBiintnoes  we  mnst  wmit  for 
Intelligenoe  k  Returns  from  our  CommisMoners,  who  reside  in  distant 
OonnticHBy  where  there  are  no  regular  Posts^  k  other  Gonveysnees  are 
nneertaia.  It  also  freqaently  happens  that  these  Oommissioners  are 
absent  from  their  own  Homes  a  Week  at  a  Time  on  this  Business, 
k  cannot  be  expected  to  correspond  with  mercantile  PaDCtnalitj. 
We  refer  it  to  the  candid  Judgment  of  any  nnprejndiced  Person 
whether  it  has  been  possibiey  in  so  eztensive  a  State,  many  of  our 
Commissiouers  residing  above  100  Miles,  k  the  most  considerable 
above  60  from  this  Place,  in  the  space  of  abont  8  Weeks,  to  obtain 
that  accnrato  Information  which  the  Committee  requested.  But  We 
have  not  aoknowlged  the  Receipt  of  their  Letters,  neither  have  we 
those  from  Congress,  or  the  €kneral,  on  this  subject,  becanse  how- 
ever it  may  be  a  Duty  of  private  Civility,  we  have  never  understood, 
nor  has  it  been  before  expected  from  publick  Bodies  barely  to 
acknowledge  the  ddivery  of  Letters.  If  we  are  mistaken  it  was  an 
Error  in  Judgment,  which  we  should  have  rectified  upon  the  slightest 
Intimadon.  Belbre  the  Committee,  therefore,  thought  proper  to 
express  thm  Resentment  in  so  indignant  a  Strain  we  think  they 
should  have  requested  the  Acknowledgment  our  Omission  of  which 
has  hurt  their  feelings  so  much.  Struggling,  as  Congress  must  be 
sensible  we  ore,  with  Numbers  of  disaffected  in  the  very  Bowels  of 
the  State ;  our  Government  weakened  by  an  unwearied  Opposition, 
to  whose  Views  a  Part  of  your  Committee  are,  we  believe,  very  favour- 
ably disposed ;  thp  Frontiers  incessantly  k  clamoronsly  demanding 
farther  Support  of  Men,  Money  k  Provisions  to  defend  them  against 
the  Savages,  k  devoting  ourselves  to  the  pablick  Cause  without  the 
Intermission  of  a  single  Day,  (Sunday  frequently  included)  it  is  very 
hard  k  not  a  little  cUscouraging  to  be  held  out  to  the  Army  as  we 
have  Reason  to  think  we  have  been,  &  as  we  hereafter  may  be  to  the 
World,  as  the  Author  or  at  least  the  Causes  of  Misfortunes  which  it 
is  impossible  for  us  to  prevent  We  have  experienced  the  Justice 
&  Oandour  of  Congress  on  former  Occasions,  we  rely  upon  ii  again, 
&  beg  Leave  to  assure  your  Exoeiry  that  neither  Labour,  Property, 
Influence,  or  even  the  Regard  of  Life  itself,  shall  be  wanting,  if 
required  in  the  common  Cause.  We  know  that  it  would  be  aa 
unfavourable  Intrusion  on  the  publick  Business  to  read  all  the  in- 
closed Papers  in  Congress,  but  we  cannot  help  requesting  a  select 
Committee  would  peruse  them  i  they  are  a  Part  of  the  Letters  of  a 
single  Month  only  on  the  Subject  of  Supplies,  k  will  show  that  no 
argument  or  Motive  has  been  lef%  unessayed  by  us  to  answer  the  views 
k  ifixpectations  of  Congress  at  this  imp(»rUnt  Crisis.  And  had  the 
Committee  been  as  disposed  to  approve  as  to  censure,  they  would, 
while  they  wer^  doing  the  lattier,  have  informed  Congress  that  on 
the  late  Exigency  for  Teams  to  transport  Flour  from  Trenton,  the 
County  of  Bucks,  in  24  Hours,  famished  a  very  considerable  Num* 
ber,  the  Inhabitente  cheerfully  leaving  their  Work,  in  a  busy  Season^ 
to  sMist  in  the  publick  Service  ^  and  that  nSw  500  fine,  nnexocp- 
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tionnUe  BeenutB  (only  a  pftrt  of  «iir  qvofta,)  haye  been  tiiTovn  into 
tha  Peonsylva.  Liae  on  tbe  course  of  three  Weeks.  What  ve  shall 
do  farther  we  amat  beg  Leave  to  defer  till  've  have  some  snbstsatial 
Qroand  to  go  upon.  In  tike  mean  Time  we  leave  it  to  the  Wittoi 
of  Googresa  to  express  their  Opinion  to  the  Committee  in  sodi 
Manaer  as  they  think  m^t  oonducive  to  the  pablick  Good.  W« 
are  unwilling  to  enter  into  any  a]ten»t]OB  with  them,  being  fally 
sensible  that  precious  Time  is  ciien  wasted  &  tme  Harmony  tMxn 
effected  by  such  Disouasion. 

We  qow  beg  Leave  to  cono^nde  with  one  short  ObaarvatioB.  That 
we  find  from  Ezperienee  &  the  Nature  of  onr  GoverDmeats,  if  i« 
would  insure  success  we  must  convey  a  geaeral  Knowledge  k  seesR 
a  general  A))probation  of  our  Measm'es  among  the  People,  k  tbat 
,auoh  ooereioa  &  Imitation,  especially  with  well  disposed  Mrods,  fn- 
qjaently  disappoint  &  retard  our  desired  Purposes,  thia  has  been,  & 
ever  will  be  the  Case  wi(h  all  free  Governments,  A  operates  moat 
powerfully  with  us,  where  all  the  firmer  Bonds  of  (Govern*  have  beeD 
dissolved  &.the  new  not  sufficiently  sanotified  &  eataUishad  by  Habit 
&  Opinion.  I  have  tbe  Honour  to  be,  with  the  greateat  Bo^i 
Beglird. 

Your  Szoeliys  Obed«  &  veiy  H'bble. 

Indor$edy  1780,  July  17th.  To  His  Bxoellency,  Samuel  Himl- 
ingtoB;  £sq.|  President  of  Oongress. 


Instructions  to  Col.  NrcoLA,  1780. 

Sir, 

Being  anxious  to  promote  voluntary  Inlistment  A  fill  np  the  Line 
of  Pennsylvania  we  have  coneluded  to  attempt  inlisting  Becraits  for 
the  War  for  a  Bounty  in  Land  k  Specie,  via  290  Acres  of  good  Land 
&  8  half  Johannes  for  every  able  bodied  Recruit,  free  fVom  Bupture 
Lameness  or  other  Disorder,  not  more  than  45  nor  less  than  1^ 
Years  of  Age .♦ 

So  Deserter  from  the  British  Army  or  Navy  or  Prisoner  of  Wit 
Apprentices  or  indented  Servants  to  be  admitted  to  enter. 

You  will  also  avoid  inlisting  Sailors  k  Foreigners,  and  mm 
especially  Frenchmen  on  any  Pretcfxt. 

Besides  the  above  you  are  authorized  to  premise  a  Suit  of  Glostfu 
yearly  &  Blanket,  a  Pint  of  Bum  ^  Week,  with  Tobacco,  Soap  A 
sundry  other  Neocsaries  with  Pay  k  Rations  as  the  OontineDttl 
Troops — ^They  are  to  serve  under  the  immediate  Command  of  Ges. 
Washington. 

As  an  Encouragement  to  the  Sergeant  be  will  have  s  Spsaisk 
Dollar  or  60  Dollars  Cenii^ental  for  every  Recruit  he  inlials  who 
passes  muster. 

«  See  Col,  Eeo.,  VoL  ZU.,  p.  4ai« 
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And  the  Ofimr  under  wbose  Bireoiioti  the  Inlutmenl  is  mtde  wHI 
be  eatiiled  to  200  Dollars  CoatinetitBl  Money  for  his  Osre  A  Troahle. 

Too  will  be  partieokrly  earefal  not  to  suffer  any  nafair  PraoCioea 
of  ealehtoff  Pereons  by  potting  Money  in  their  Pookats,  or  soeh  like 
Aeta»  but  inKst  them  fairly  &  open)y. 

£very  Beerait,  Care  being  taken  that  he  is  qnke  sober,  is  to  be 
attested  before  Mr.  Jnstioe  Miller,  swearing  that  he  will  be  tree  k 
ikithfol  to  the  United  States  of  America,  &  that  he  will  serve  as  a 
Soldier  during  the  present  War  in  the  Line  of  Pennsylvania  ft 
thai  ha  will  l^  obedient  to  his  superior  Officers  aeoording  to  the 
Bales  of  Diseipltne  ft  War. 

Ton  will  ones  a  week  or  ofiener  report  yonr  Progress  ft  take  all 
doe  Care  that  no  Reeroits  desert  on  Board  any  Vessel,  for  this  End 
jou  will  only  deliver  one  half  Johanna  as  the  Inlistment,  one  when 
'•tteated  ft  the  other  when  he  is  received  ft  enroled  in  the  Regime 

jfticforstf*/,— 1780,  July  18.— To  Col.  Lewis  Nicola,  His  recmting 
Instructions. 


Pres.  Rbbd  to  Col.  Sah'l  Atlbb,  1780. 

Philad%  July  19,  1780. 
EBr, 

It  is  with  real  Pleasure  I  sit  down  to  comply  with  the  Request  of 
ibe  Council  ft  thank  you  for  the  complete  ft  regular  Manner  in 
which  you  have  famished  the  Yolanteers  of  Lancaster  County.  We 
&re  sensible  that  it  was  a  Work  of  no  small  Difficulty  ft  Trouble  in 
a  Country  where  the  Habits,  Manners  ft  Opinions  of  the  People  sre  so 
senerally  disinclined  to  military  Duties  ft  Arrangements  ft  of  which 
Lancaster  County  has  so  great  a  Share. — We  can  truly  say  that  no 
County  has  furnished  such  good  Men  ft  such  regularity  in  forward- 
ing them  ft  which  we  impute  in  a  great  Degree  to  your  good  Manage- 
ment ft  Care. — ^Capt  Hubley  went  on  to  Camp  ft  gave  great  satis* 
fiustion  from  the  Manner  in  which  he  executed  his  Orders.* 
I  am  with  dae  Regard 

Sir  your  Obed*  ft  very  Hbble  Serv* 
Directed^ 
To  Col.  Samuel  J.  Atlee,  Lieut,  of  Lancaster  County^ 


Prbs.  Rbbd  »o  Cor..  Wm.  Hbhrt,  1780. 

«r, 

I  duly  received  your  favour  of  the  3d  Inst,  ft  shonld  be  sorry  that 
^Lsy  thing  in  my  Letter  to  CoL  Atlee  of  the  1**  Inst,  should  be  con- 
strued into  a  suspicion  of  the  Delay  of  Taxes  in  your  County  to  arise 
^irom  any  Neglect  much  more  misconduct  in  you.     I  assnre  you  I 
J*'^Ye  even  entertained  far  different  sentinients  ft  ahouU  have  done 

*  See  answer,  page  488. 
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yoa  rxkUfHi  Injastice  if  I  coald  bave  suppoeed  you  to  enploj  the 
publick  Money  in  trade  or  otherwise.  Mr.  Rittenbonae's  Report 
was  made  in  writing  &  I  presume  on  oompeteot  Authority — mj 
Remark  was  general  having  no  particular  Person  in  View  nor  do  I 
know  why  Col.  Atlee  sent  the  Paragraph  to  yoa  unless  he  supposed 
you  would  use  it  as  a  stimulus  to  the  Conunissaries,  Collectors  k 
others. 

But  I  cannot  agree  with  you  that  more  is  expected  from  Lancaster 
County  than  it  can  perform,  because  no  more  is  expected  than  the 
Law  has  appointed  &  which  her  own  Representatives  have  thought  she 
could  raise  within  a  given  Time.  I  beg  to  know  my  good  Mead  vhy 
Lancaster  county  cannot  pay  her  taxes  proportionally  with  other 
Counties — has  she  suffered  by  the  enemy — has  Faminei  Pestileaee 
Tempest  or  bad  seasons  deprived  her  of  the  Means— you  will  agree 
with  me  in  the  negative.  Are  not  her  lands  good  &  the  Covnty 
populous  ?  did  she  not  at  the  last  Keview  of  Property  appear  m 
considerable  as  to  have  almost  double  the  number  of  RepreaentatiTes 
of  most  of  the  other  Counties — even  those  who  have  contribated 
more  to  the  publick  Necessities  than  she  has  done,  you  will  also  agree 
with  me  in  this.  But  I  fancy  I  can  throw  some  light  on  the  subjeet 
there  is  not  a  Week  but  some  People  from  your  County  are  par- 
chasing  Gold  &  Silver  in  the  city,  and  that  is  hoarded  up  as  too 
sacred  to  be  touched  for  Taxes.  The  Collectors  finding  Opposition  k 
Difficulty  neglect  their  Duty  k  the  Commissaries  do  not  care  to  be 
the  only  severe  People  &  so  all  is  slow  tedious  &  dilatory — If  vigour 
&  seasonable  exertion  could  once  take  place  all  these  Difficulties 
would  vanish. 

The  Commissaries  proceeded  to  lay  the  Tax  you  observe  &  were 
mistaken  till  they  were  set  right,  but  the  real  Fact  is  they  undertook 
to  dispense  with  the  law  &  tax  on  a  system  of  their  own,  in  this  wij 
Delays  would  be  perpetual  &  unexcusable. 

The  Inclemency  of  the  Winter  we  can  readily  admit  as  a  Reasoo 
but  it  is  now  several  months  since  the  snow  disappeared  &  is  there 
not  at  this  Moment  a  great  arrearage ;  surely  there  is — the  Want  of 
which  we  feel  most  sensibly.  The  Targe  sugas  owing  by  Q'  Mastei^i 
&  Commissaries  will  doubtless  be  a  Bar  of  no  inconsiderable  Nature  to 
ready  money  Taxes  but  they  will  go  to  liquidate  the  Demands  of 
Congress  &  so  far  be  useful.  I  fear  there  will  be  great  abuses  k 
shall  be  glad  of  your  Opinion  what  Preventive  may  be  used. 

Far  from  doubting  your  Zeal  &  activity  in  the  Businete,  I  can  odIj 
wish  that  all  ooncerned  in  the  Collection  of  Taxes  had  half  of  it  &  I 
am  persuaded  our  affairs  would  be  in  a  more  promising  Condition. 

I  am  with  much  esteem, 

Sir  your  obed.  &  very 

Hbbie  Ser. 
Directedy 

William  Henry,  Esq.,  Lancaster. 
Indoraedf 

July  19,  1780. 
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Pabs.  Bbsb  to  Brig*  Gbnl.  Hand,  1780. 

PMIada.  Jalj  19, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  dolj  received  your  Fayonr  of  the  12th  lost,  oat  of  Respect  to 
yovr  &  Col.  Batler's  ReooouieDdatioii  on  this-^Head,  The  Ooancil 
baye  consented  to  tiieir  Appointment,  bnt  I  most  on  this  Occasion 
as  I  have  done  on  ctbera  suggest  Caution  to  the  Commanding  officers 
of  Regiments  on  taking  in  young  Gentlemen  to  do  Daty  previous  to 
an  Appointment.  You,  sir,  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  Rules 
of  established  J^rmies  not  to  be  sensible  that  it  is  unprecedented  & 
that  many  loconyeniences  will  ensue,  Gen.  Sullivan  has  done  on  thi^ 
Occamon  what  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  never  done.  Howevex 
it  being  done  we  will  not  disappoint  the  Gentleman  of  their  Compa- 
nies, but  we  certainly  shall  do  so  in  any  future  Case. 

Col.  Butler's  Conduct  &  Behaviour  has  on  all  occasions  been  too 
acceptable  to  us  to  suppose  he  would  intentionally  act  otherwise,  we 
respect  him  as  a  valuable  deserving  officer  &  shall  on  all  occasions 
ahew  him  attention  aooordingly. 

I  am  Sir  with  much  esteem, 

Tour  most  obed.  &  very 

Hbble  servt* 
Directed^ 

Brig.  Gen.  Hand. 


Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  July  19, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  board  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  your  Excellenoy,  k  the 
bonble,  the  Council,  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  ,Col.  Hellfy  flaller. 
Com''  of  Prisoners  at  Readiog,  mentioning  a  great  scarcity  of  pro- 
▼isioDS  at  that  post ;  where  there  are  about  one  hundred  prisoners  of 
war. 

The  board  take  the  liberty  to  request  that  orders  may  be  given  to 
tbo  state  purebasers,  or  commissioners  to  deliver  to  the  Issuing  com^ 
missary  at  Reading  as  miich  provisions  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
Bobeistence  of  the  supplies  to  be  furnished  by  Penn%  for  the  army. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  high  respect,  y 

Excellency'a  most  obed.  humble  serv. 
by  order;        BfiN.  STODDERT^  Sec'^. 
HirecUdy 

His  Excellency^  President  Reed,  present. 

*  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XII.,  p.  427. 
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Copy  of  a  Lbttbr  fbom  Hjsnbt  Ha&lbr,  Esq.  1780. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Henry  Haller  Esq.^  Commissary  of  Prisonera 

at  Reading,  dated  July  15  1780. 
Sir, 

'^This  day  tlie  Usiiing  Commissary  informed  me  that  he  had  not 
ProyiBionseDottgh  to  last  the  Prisoners  eonfined  in  this  Place  fonr 
days,  and  that  he  had  no  assaraoce  of  getting  any,  this  heing  the 
Oiroumstanoe  I  oannot  av6id  troubling  yon  on  the  OceasioB  and  if 
there  is  not  a  supply,  I  sfaal]  he  obliged  to  let  the  prisoners  tftow 
oonfined  in  Gh>al  go  to  work  mth  the  farmers  and  therefore  eaDUot 
he  aoeonntable  for  them.'' 

Col.  Pickering. 


Pbb6.  Rbbd  to  Gbn.  Gbbbnb,  1780. 

Philad.,  Jnly  19,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Favonr  of  the  15  Inst*  came  to  Hand  last  Evening,  wherein 
you  request  loformaiion  (in  the  most  particular  Manner  the  Nature 
^  of  the  Thing  will  admit)  what  Measures  are  taken  to  provide  the 
Articles  required  by  the  Committee,  when  they  will  be  read^' — £ 
where  collected. — In  answer  to  the  first,  we  on  the        June  called 
for  250  Waggons,  to  be  furnished  -by  the  Counties  in  Quotas; — ^the 
Orders  for  this  Purpose  were  issued ;  some  of  them  have  eome  in — 
&  put  in  the  Hands  of  your  Officers,  after  finding  great  Difficult j  in 
procurit^  Forage  &  Proviaiotts  from  the  Continental  Officers,  who, 
not  being  apprized  of  their  Destination  or  Use,  (of  which  we  cannoi 
inform  them)  are  lit  a  Loss  ^hat  to  do  with  them.     Golnnuisioners 
have  bcefl*^ppointed  to  procure  Forage,  t  Orders  al^o  given  with 
Bespeot  to  Horves  3  what  Pregrasa  they  have  made  we  do  not  know, 
hecauae  the  Time  baa  not  beeti.  anffieient  sinoe  the  Reqoisicion  wan 
made,  viz.,  the  S*^  June,  to  make  any  considerable  Tryal,  &  mook 
less  to  Iftavd  any.  Retnras  &  Reporia  made  on  Which  aby  Dependeooe 
can  bo  placed-^But  that  nothing  might  be  omitted  by  lis,  aeon  aAer 
the  Bcs(^ution  of  February  was  past,  an  Aet  of  Assembly  wm  aloo 
passed,  appointing  Commiasionef s  to  purohase  tbe  Artiolea  apaoifi^ 
m  that  Resolution ;  £100,000  was  struck  on  the  Credit  ef  the  State 
for  that  Purpose,  &  the  Qeneral  gave  Directions  where  the  Supplies 
were  to  be  sent,  a  part  to  distant  Posts,  &  the  Remainder  to  tbe 
Army.    These  Commfssioners  have  been  acting  ever  since;  bat  tbe 
Money  metiing  with  Discouragement  &  Discredit  from  many,  &  erea 
those  who  had  agreed  to  take  it,  occasions  Delay  &  Difficulty.    3\» 
atimulate  &  give  them  an  Objoot|  we  fav^eaaw  assig^aed  each  CevQtj 

-  ♦  Not  fouiid. 
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i^  Qaott  qf  the  Articles  reqaired.    Bol  the  DedMttd  is  so  Mormons^ 
M>  far  bejood  Ibe  jast  Proportion  &  AbliUty  of  tbi«  State,  that  we 
kave  tto  Expectation  of  compljing  with  it  fully — ^This  will  be  evident 
when  it  is  eonddered  that,  excfusiTe  of  Transportation  &  Expense  o^ 
OolIectioD,  it  will  amount  to  considerably  more  than  half  the  Money 
•mitfed  by  Oongrees  sinoe  the  OomnKioemont  of  the  War,  ft  we 
believe  a  greater  Bam  than  all  the  circulating  Money  of  the  whole 
State.    For  your  Satisfaction  have  sent  yon  a  Oulenlation  formed  on 
Ihe  Prices  when  fixed  by  Congress,  ft  when  not  in  current  Prices-* 
lb  the  whole,  including  the£xpences  of  Civil  Goyemment,  Cloatbing  ^ 
or  Officers,  Refreshments  &  Supplies  of  varioos  Kinds,  amounts. 
to  25  years'  Taxes  of  the  Sute  iu  Time  of  Peace^  ft  with  a  flourish- 
ing Trader    It  is  nnnocessary  after  this,  to  say  thit  this  Requisition 
must  be  partial  or  extravagant,  ft  that  it  cannot  be  complied  with 
hi  its  fallest  Extent.     Nor  is  it  possible  for  us  to  say  to  what  Extent, 
nntill  we  receive  Information  from  the  several  Officers  among  whom 
we  have  divided  the  Demands,  ft  upon  whom  we  have  also  called  to 
•ay  how  lar  they  can  be  complied  witb-»by  which  we  do  not  mean 
a  mere  voluntary  or  even  moral,  but  a  Physical  Possibility.     I  must 
al0O  obeerve  another  very  great  Diffionlty  which  occurs  in  giving  the 
piecne  Information  Which  we  would  wish  to  do  on  this  ft  every 
Occasion  :  that  the  Supplies  of  the  State  are  drawn  off  by  other 
Cbannells  with  which  we  have  notany  Cominunicalion,  but  aet£Dtirely 
independent  of  us.    The  Commissary  of  France  is  making  Purchases, 
ft  gains  a  Preference  of  the  Market  by  dealiog  in  Specie. — An  Asso- 
ciation of  Individuals  officially  unknown  to  Governm*  ft  holding  no 
Oonamnnications  with  it,  is  also  formed  to  supply  the  Army  in  some 
of  the  Articles  among  others  enumerated  for  your  Department.     It 
id  possible  to  form  a  Judgment  of  what  the  State  could  do,  if  the 
whole  was  under  any  general  Direotiony  towhioh  these  several  Exer- 
tions would  be  subservient  ft  assisting — but  when  there  are  such  a 
Variety  of  Draughts  indepeadent  ft  unknown  to  each  other,  it  is 
impoflflible  to  ascertain  any  Supply  with  tolerable  Accuracy. 

The  Bepitedaiiee  on  Peiisylv*  is  too  great,  ft  has  been  undoubtedly 
created  under  a  Combinaition  of  Errors,  Want  of  doe  infoi'mation 
intarestody  political,  ft  even  Party  Views }  it  may,  perhaps,  have  its 
JSfl^ots  ia  disereditang  the  Connoifai«f  Government,  so  far  as  they  are 
to  be  discredited  by  not  performing  Impossibilities;  but  we  fear  it 
will  also  lead  to  other  Consequences,  material  ft  fatal. 

We  do  BOt  like  to  deal  in  Conjectmnes,  wherein  our  own  Wishee^ft 
Deeirofl  naay  mislead  ns }  but  after  assuring  you  that  nothing  in  our 
Power  will  be  omitted,  we  wtlL  vesture  to  state  what  Proportion  ot 
Supplies  feaay  be  expected  from  this  Stdte,  if  Means  of  Payment  eaa 
>e  found  in  Part,  so  as  to  draw  Credit  for  the  Residue. — We  hope 
>  be  able  to  execute  the  Requisition  of  Congress  of  the  25  Feb^, 
ayixi^  a  doe  Consideration  to  the  Posts  in  the  Country  &  on  the 
FontJkera,  which  are  indispensably  necessary,  ft  whom  we,  therefore, 
Mli2d4Q  aa  entitled  to  a  Part  of  the  Supplies  agreeable  to«a  Appro* 
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priatioo  made  bv  the  Oommander  in  Ohief.  We  hope  to  be  tUe  t» 
famish  jou  with  1000  Horaee  &  250  Teams;  bat  of  the  latter  wa 
•re  Id  more  Doabt  than  any  other  Article,  as  your  Departmeat  hu 
for  4  Teare  drawn  its  principal  Sappltes — so  that  the  State  ia  exceed- 
ingly ezhaasted.  Lanoaster  Oounty ,  which  formerly  registeied  1700, 
DOW  has  not  500,  &  the  other  Goantiea  tn  the  same  Proportba— The 
Waggon  Service  of  the  State,  for  which  we  never  got  Pay  nor  Ihanki, 
has  been  a  Burthen  nearly  equal  to  all  onr  Taxes. 

These  I  have  given  you  as  anthentick  InformatioUi  and  as  ^^ 
^  tioalar  as  the  Nature  of  the  Thing  will  admit ; — but  to  oKertain  & 
gioe  Auurances  founded  upon  UrperiencetuBtike  Oommi^ee  at  Gamp 
have  required,  would  take  Time  to  make  the  Experiment,  k  farther 
Time  to  collect  the  necessary  Intelligence,  a^  well  as  to  digest  k 
communicate  it. 

We  experience  a  very  sensible  Defect  in  this  Plan  of  speoifiok 
Supplies,  in  that  the  Principals  of  the  Q^  Master's  &  Commisairy'i 
Department  do  not  sufficiently  participate  of  the  OorrespoadeDce; 
vas  it  carried  on  thro'  their  Medium  they  would  of  course  make 
suitable  Arrangements  with  their  Deputies  &  Assistants ;  vhereas^ 
at  present,  the  latter  having  no  Knowledge  of  the  Matter,  are  it  a 
IjOss  to  make  the  proper  Issues,  keep  regular  £ntriesy  k  do  what  ve 
must  necessarily  depend  upon  them  for. 
I  am,  in  Behalf  of  the  Council, 

and  with  much  Esteem, 

Sir,  Your  moat  obed. 

&  very  Hbble.  Servt. 


F&ANCis  SwAiNE  TO  Pabs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  July  19^  1780. 
Sir, 

Lately  I  had  the  Honor  to  receive  your  £20611600/8  Orden,  to 
repair  to  Gamp,  to  Issue  the  remaining  part  of  the  Sute  Olotbiog 
on  hand,  Soon  after  my  Arrival  there,  was  Arrested  by  the  Goman^iog 
Officer  of  the  Pennsylv.  Line,  and  Charged  with  absenting  mjeelf 
from  Camp  without  leave,  neglect  of  Duty,  abuse  &  fraud. 

When  I  receiv'd  your  Excellency's  Instmctioos  to  Officiate  on  (bfl 
Diity  of  Sub.  Clothier  to  the  Sute,  I  did  not  Conceive  m^l( 
answerable  to  any  authority,  but  that  of  your  Excellency  t  ^ 
Sxecntive  Council  of  the  State  d  Pennsylvania,  from  whom  and 
your  Excellency  alone,  have  I  been  directed  in  my  Office  from  Uid« 
to  time. 

Your  Excellency  was  pleas'd  in  a  former  Conversation  to  acquaint 
me  with  my  Duty,  vis.,  that  my  time  would  be  divided  ocoasioDa|ij 
between  Camp  &  the  City,  as  Clothing  should  be  Issued  &  ssppK^ 
wanted  for  the  tfoops.     Under  this  Supposition  it  was  that  i  le^ 
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Otmp  wiiko^t  a  #peoiftl  Forkmgb  firoon  tlie  OommaBding  QCcer^  and ' 
which  eyen  then  I  should  luiYe  not  done,  bad  not  the  Clothing 
altogether  been  Issned,  &  no  partioolar  dutj  in  Camp  required  mj 
presence.  Yonr  Ezcellencj  no  doubt  is  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Court  &  final  sentence,  I  must  submit  to  it,  but 
Cannot  he^p  making  my  first  observation,  that  bad  I  not  relied  on 
youff  Exoelleoicy's  InstmotionSj  that  my  duty  would  be  alternatively 
in  the  City  &  Camp,  and  my  oppinion  that  I  was  only  under  the 
particular  Direction  of  your  £zcelleney  k  Connelly  tbig  affair  would 
not  have  turned  out  so  un&vourable  to  me. 

While  I  was  in  the  City  frequent  Orders  were  sent  to  me  by  your 
Excellency  &  Council  to  Iwue  Clothing  so  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
the  greatest  surpHM  to  me' to  be  arrested  for  being  Aom  Camp, 
when  at  the  same  timq  I  was  doing  my  Duty  bere,  &  receiving 
Orders  ^m  your  Ezoellenoy  &  Council. 

I  am  now  ready  to  come  to  a  final  settlement  &  Deliver  up  my 
papers  &  Vouchers,  at  the  same  time  permit  me  to  intreat  your 
Excellency  &  Council  to  favor  me  with  the  pay  ^ae  me,  my 
travelhng  &  other  expenses  have  been  great  and  far  beyond  what  I 
Conceived  when  I  Undertook  the  office. 

I  ehall  submit  it  intirely  to  your  Excellency's  Justice  &  Equity, 
what  allowance  ought  to  be  maae  to  me  Considenni^  the  Depreciation 
which  has  taken  place  since  my  appointment 
I  have  the  B^nor  to  be 

With  every  sentiBient  of  respect 

your  BxcelleBcy  most  Obedient 

i  Yery  Humble  servant, 

FRANCIS  SWAINB, 

P.  8.   As  my  stay  in  the  City,  where  I  arrived  last  night,  is  very 
expensive  it  will  be  a  ptHrticular  favor  to  me,  to  be  Dispatoh'd  as 
soon  as  Possible. 
J}tree(ed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Seed;  Esq'.,  President^  Market  StceeV 


P&BSJDSNT  Oir  Covaj^E^S  TO  PBEd.  HsBD,  1780. 

PJbUaddpliia,  July  19,  J780, 
Sir, 

Your  Exoellency<>dU  observe  by  the.  Papers,  and  Act  of  Congress 
of  the  18'^  Instant  herewith  encloaecl,  that  the  Petition  of  Thomas 
Jones  &C.,'*'  and  ^he  Caee  ot  qlbers  ia  similar  Circumstances  are 
jreferred  to  the  President  and  Si^premQ  Executive  Council  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  grant  such  Relief  as  they  sh^l  judge  jiist  and  reasonable. 

*  See  Col; »«.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  427. 
Vol.  Vm.— 19 
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Yoar  ISxeeilentfB  Despatcbes  of  ye^rday  are  leedYed,  a&d 
aball  be  laid  before  Congress  this  morniDg. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  highest  Respeet 

your  Ezoelly's  most  obedt  Serrt, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Prerident 
Directedf 
His  ExoelU,  President  Beed. 


pass.  Beed  to  Henrt  Hallsb^  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  rec^ved  both  your  Favonrs  of  the  12  &  15*  Inst,  which 
should  have  answered  sooner  bat  the  Post  went  off  without  caUing: 
With  Respect  to  the  former  we  hoped  M'  Lata  wonld  have  supplied 
the  Teams  with  Flour  to  be  carried  to  Easton  to  form  a  magauiA 
there  agreeable  to  Qen.  Washington's  Orders  or  if  no  Arrangement 
IS  made  for  such  magazine  to  prooeed  to  Camp  deliver  their  Floor 
to  the  Commissary  there  &  then  apply  to  the  Q'  Master  Oen^  for 
further  Orders.  If  M'  Lutz  cannot  load  them  they  must  proceed  to 
Camp  AS  they  are.  With  Respect  to  the  Provisions  we  fiatiered 
ourselves  that  the  Commissioners  of  Purchases  &;  the  issuing  Com- 
jnissary  had  ^settled  that  Point  but  if  not  yoa  most  apply  to  M' 
Lutz  who  must  suj^ply  you  iintill  the  Orders  of  the  Board  of  War 
arrive  which  I  this  Day  procured  &  which  I  irust  will  remove  josr 
Difficulties  on  this  Head. 

The  Qeneral  has  made  a  oonsiderable  Demand  for  Horaea  we  shall 
be  glad  to  know  how  many  you  think  Berks  County  ooald  famish 
on  a  short  Notioe.    They  are  to  be  purohaaed. 

I  am  Sir 

Tour  Friend  &  Hbble  ser. 

P.  S.  Sinpe  writing  the  above  which  should  have  gone  hj 
Yesterdays  Post  have  rec'  your  favour  of  the  18'^  Instant.  I  hare 
been  always  apprehensive  of  great  difficulties  in  calling  out  Waggons 
and  thBrefore  kept  back  the  orders  as  long  as  possible.  But  the 
General  and  Committee  are  so  pressing  that  I  could  not  forbear. 
We  liave  been  expressly  tM  that  the  success  of  the  Campaign 
depends  upon  it  and  that  we  shall  be  answerable  to  the  World  fdr 
all  consequences;  I  therefore  can  only  add  that  you  must  do  as  vcdl 
as  you  can  and  that  we  will  give  you  all  the  assistance  possible. 
The  taxes  have  been  so  low  that  we  can  do  little  for  yoa  with  con- 
tinental money  bat  we  have  some  state  money  which  in  spite  of  the 
attempts  of  the  Enemies  of  Oovemment  gets  into  good  cireolation  at 

*  See  page  lie. 
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tbe  Exchange  of  siztj  for  one.  We  wald  endeavour  to  spare  joa 
SDCne  of  ibis  if  yon  cannot  do  without  it.  ^  The  Board  of  War  hard 
sent  ns  a  Copy  of  yonr  letter  abont  Prisoners  we  have  applied  to 
tbem  to  give  us  >in  aoconnt  of  your  demands  and  we  will  direct 
Lata  to  keep  yon  supplied  as  soon  as  we  have  their  plan  of  distri- 
bution. 

Directed, 

To  Col.  Haller,  Heading,  Berks  County. 
Jiul&nedf 

July  20, 1780. 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Francis  Swainb,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  receiyed  your  Letter  of  this  Bay,*  &  am  sorry  for  your  mis- 
fortune  which  I  apprehend  has  proceeded  from  too  great  an  attach- 
ment to  tbe  city  which  has  induced  you  to  stay  longer  from  Camp  than 
was  consistent  with  publick  service.  By  referring  to  your  appoint- 
ment you  will  observe  that  the  Dismission  of  the  Sub-Clotliier  was 
put  intirely  in  the  General's  Power,  &  that  the  appointment  only 
remained  with  us.  THe  best  Thing  you  can  now  do  will  be  to  make 
m  regular,  &  punotual  settlement  of  all  your  Issues  accounting  for  all 
that  has  been  deliTcred  jou  so  aa  to  enable  us  to  charge  the  United 
States*  I  obeerre  one  of  the  charges  against  you  was  Fraud  which 
I  hope  yoa  will  be  able  to  dear  up  in  your  aeoounts  or  the  Conse* 
qneoeeB  will  be  atill  more  prejudicial  to  yon.  Tou  will  ihereforo 
make  up  an  account  charging  yourself  with  what  you  have  receiyed 
from  Col.  Farmer,  &  discbaigiog  yourself  by  your  Issues  at  Camp  A 
here  aa  the  Case  waa.  Ycm  will  do  well  to  compare  this  with  Col. 
Farmw's  aooounts  h  then  carry  the  whole  to  Mess.  Miles,  Beane,  & 
Parriance,  Auditors  of  aoeounts  who  set  at  Sbomblker  Store  in 
Water  Street,  their  settlement  will  be  fbal,  h  when  pfoduced  to  us 
vill  proeoie  an  immediate  oider  for  youi;  Pay  wliiek  will  be  as  Hberal 
aa  Circumstances  will  warrant. 
I  am  sir, 
yonr  very  Hbbl.  ierf . 

JOS.  BSBD. 
I>liaa.  July  19, 1780. 

*  See  page  428. 
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^Ass.  Rbbp  to  His  ExcsSjiENct  Thohas  Sim.  Lrb,  Goi- 

U^&  Of  MiUYXiAKDy   1780. 

His  Gzoell  Tboqias  ^ifQ  L^,  (GJ^pFornoor  of  Mitfykodi  Anoaplii. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  Reqaest  on  tbe  21  alt*  I  have  the  Ho&oor  to 
enclose  your  ezcells.  the  last  Embargo  X^w  of  this  State. 

You  wil  lobserye  that  it  •expires  on  the  1"*  sept,  next,  but  as  the 
Assembly  of  this  State  will  meet  before  that  Tim  3, 1  thittk  thera 
can  be  no  Doubt  but  that  it  will  be  renewed. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  much  Respect  &  Regard, 

Your  Escells.  juost  obt.  HbbL  Bun. 

JOS.  REED. 
lndor$edj 

Jfuiy«),lT80. 


Prbs.  Rbbd.  to  Board  op  War,  X780. 

Gentlemen, 

Agreeable  to  my  Promise  yesterday  I  send  you  «  Copy  of  tbe 
appropriations  of  th^.euppUes  as  made  by  the  Oommander  in  Chief 
upon  which  I  must  request  you  would  mafcs  a  mfwtthiy  or  weekly 
Diatribution,  &  to  which  our  Ck>idmis6loner  of  PurebaaeB  irill  be 
direotisd  io  oopform.  By  a  farther  Recfuisition  of  the  Conunitlee  at 
Camp,  we  are  4irected  to  furnish  Ibl66. 835  of  Beef  ^  month,  bat 
a  greator  Quaptil^  ba?ing  been  aupplied  in  the  late  Szigenee  of  the 
Army  thim  tbe  whol^  amount  of  this  in  a  Year,  I  apprehend  the 
State  ought  not  be  again  oalled  upon  unless  some  Deduction  is  made 
ill  the  olh#r  utM»B  whi^h  will  be  qnite  agreeable  to  ui,  &  in  ordei 
to  enal>l#  you  to.  mftke  etaeh  Deduation ;  have  sent  yo«  »  Copy  af 
the  Requisition  ft(m  Camp  together  with  the  Prioaa  ftoiMX^d  h 
amount  of  the  whole. 

And  am  with  much  Respect,  ft  Esteem,  ^ 

O^t.  ycftir  obad.  k  tery,  Hbble  Serrt. 
The  Hon.  the  Board  of  War. 

*  See  pages  864,  488. 
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Fbaitcis  Swaikb  to  Pres.  Rked,  1780. 

Jnly  2lBt,  1780. 
Rr, 

*  Atf  I  bAd  te«8oii  to  believe  jonr  Ezoenenoy  wad  fully  acquainted, 
both  witb  the  Charges,  &  Sentance  of  the  Coart  martial,  I  omittea 
any  forther  relation  of  in  the  Letter,  I  had  the  Honor  to  address 
yoQ  with  on  Wednesday  lasti  but  as  it  appears  by  yonr  Ezcellenoy 
Letter  that  that  was  not  the  case,  I  now  take  the  liberty  of  trana- 
mitting  a  Copy  of  the  Charges  &  Sentence  of  the  Court. 

CoDcioQS  of  my  own  Integrity,  I  defy  the  man  that  Charges  me 
with  Fraud,  &  am  happy  to  ssy  that  the  Court  did  Justice  to  my 
Character,  ifi  aequiUng  me  of  the  Inflaiiowi  Charges  to  which ' 
your  Excellency  is  pleased  to  refer. 

A^eeable  to  your  BxoeUeoeys  Instroetion  I  shall  Immediately 
lay  an  account  of  the -Issues  of  Cloathing  delivered  to  me  before  tbs 
AOdiloffa,  in  order  lo  procurer  the  final  settleifteBt  of  a  business 
whiol^  in  its  Consequences  has  been  so  diiNigieeable  to  me. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with, 

the  higheet  iMpeet,  your  Sxoellency'a 
most  obedient  &  very  Humble  Sert. 

FKANCIS  SWAWBL 

P.  S.  dharged  n^th  absenting  myself  from  Oamp  witboui  leaver 
nerfeet  of  Duty,  abuse,  &  fraud,  found  guilty  of  the  former  Gbirgei| 
mud  aeqnited  of  the  latter }  sentence  to  be  Dismissed. 

:prancis  bwawb. 

N.  B.  the  abuse  was  for  obliging  one  officer  witir  a  pair  of  Boot8| 
A  thereby  Disobfiging  another. 

F.  S.* 
IHreetedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esqr.  President  Market  Street. 


Got.  Lsfi  of  MARtLAND  to  Pres.  Rbbi),  1780. 

Annapolis  21st  July,  17M. 
In  Council. 
Sir, 

In  Pursuance  of  the  Request  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Mary* 
land,  we  hare  transmitted  to  you  a  Copy  of  the  "Act  continuing  the 
Act  prohibiting  the  Exportation  of  Wheat,  Flour,  Rye,  Indian  Corn 
Ac,  untill  the  tenth  Day  of  September  next." 

Ton  will  perceiye,  on  Perusal  of  the  Act  sent,  that  so  much  of 
the  Prohibition  as  relates  to  the  Exportation  of  any  oi  the  emimer^ 

»  Bee  pages  iid,  481. 


484  PBNNSYLYANIA  AKCHITBS  1780; 

ftted  AriioleSy  by  Land,  is  taken  off,  and  that  the  Sospeomoii  of 
the  said  Act,  or  Gontinnance  of  it,  beyond  the  Time  limit»i,  depends 
in  6om6  Mea8ure,npon  tbe  Regulations  adopted,  or  to  be  adopted  by 
the  states  of  Pennsylmnia  and  Delaware  respecting  that  subject  We 
solicit  your  Excellency  to  send  as  Copies  of  yonr  Acts,  that  relate  to 
this  subjeot,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  form  our  opinion  of  tkePio- 
priety  of  extending  the  Time  or  removing  the  Bestriction.* 
We  are  Sir, 

with  the  highest  Bespect  and  Esteem, 

your  Excellency's  obedient  Serrsnts, 
THO.  8.  LEBL 


Board  o»  Wae  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780, 

War  &  Ordnance  Office,  July  22',  1780 

The  Board  haye  been  pressingly  called  upon  by  the  Gonmander  it 
Ohief  for  a  larger  quantity  of  powder  than  the  megasines  of  tbe 
United  States  can  possibly  supply  for  the  intended  operationi  in 
concert  with  the  fleet  A  armies  of  onr  allies.  We  need  not  impress 
npon  your  Szoellenoy  the  necessity  of  complying  with  the  Qeneral'i 
Bequest  &  how  disgraceful  wouid  be  our  Situation  if  the  operations 
in  which  our  Allies  were  invited  by  Congress  to  assist  Us  were  either 
retarded  or  totally  obstructed  by  a  failure  on  oar  pitrL  Yet  we  are 
under  the  greatest  Apprehensions  for  tbe  success  of  the  intended 
Measures,  if  we  are  not  enabled  by  the  generous  &  vigorous  exertioofi 
of  the  respective  States  to  afford  supplies  of  many  essential  Articles 
among  which  that  of  powder  is  of  the  highest  importance.  We 
have  therefore  most  earnestly  to  request  of  your  Excellency  k  tbe 
Hon'ble  Council  that  you  would  lend  out  of  the  Stores  belonging  to 
your  State  all  the  powder  you  can  possibly  spare ;  and  we  ba^e 
further  to  entreat  your  strenuous  endeavours  to  procure  on  tbe 
Credit  tff  the  State,  as  much  as  can  be  had  from  Individuals  &  tbat 
you  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  eariiest  opportunity  of  informing  Us 
how  much  we  are  to  expect  from  your  State.  Nothing  shall  be 
wanting  to  provide  all  we  can  on  account  of  the  United  States*,  but 
we  ai^  convinced  that  without  the  Assistance  of  the  States  individ- 
ually, we  shall  fall  very  short  of  the  quantity  required  and  perhaps 
experience  the  most  distressing  disappointments  from  the  want  of 
this  most  essential  Article.  We  will  when  the  Continental  mag*- 
sines  are  replenished  ohearfuUy  return  in  kind  jthe  powder  you  an 
pleas'd  to  lend  Us  or  pay  tbe  value  in  money  as  you  shall  cbose. 
We  hope  tbe  State  will  on  this  interesting  occasion  go  to  the  extent 
of  her  Abilities  in  tbe  Article  required  &  if  hereafter  ais  the  Good- 
nental  Stock  increases  any  quantity  shall  be  wanted  for  Sute  UsQS 

*  Col.  Sea.,  Vol  XIL,  p.  4S8. 
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in  ptffr  of  the  qofDiity  lent,  we  mo  at  %ny  time  aoeomodAto  ihem 
when  desired  &  we  shall  not  fail   to   return  the   whole  the  first 
moment  We  have  it  in  oor  power. 
We  hate  the  Honor  to  be 
with  the  greatest  Respeet 

your  very  obed*  Serv*"., 
BICHABD  PETEB8. 

By  Order  &  in  Behalf  of  the  Boards 
Dtreeiedf 

On  public  Serriee. 

His  Ezoellency  The  President  &  The  Hon'ble  Conneil  of  Penn- 
nlTania,  PhiladN 

(War  t  Ordnance  Office.) 


Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Rbto,  1780. 

War  Office,  July  22, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon,  that  the  requisition  from  Camp, 
mentioned  to  be  sent  in  your  Excellency's  letter  of  yesterday,  waa 
emitted  to  be  inclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  high  respect 

y  Excellency's  mo.  obed.  Hble  Ser^S 

BEN.  STODDEET,  Sec'. 
JDirected, 

His  Excellency,  President  Beed. 
War  Office. 


CoKRAD  Eryder  TO  Prbs.  Bsbb,  1780.    " 

Allen  Township,  Northampton  County,  July  the  22^,  178flL 
May  it  please  your  Worship, 

I  Beceived  the  orders  from  the  24*^  of  June  last,  to  make  up 
ihirdy  Teams  in  this  County  of  Northampton,  to  send  to  our  Army, 
which  Teams  I  Expected  to  make  up  in  a  short,  time  but  finding 
m  jaelf  very  much  disappointed  by  the  utmost  of  my  Exertion  and 
taking  all  Methods  in  my  Power  Viz.  fir^t  I  sent  to  all  my  Deputies 
to  make  up  such  a  Number  of  Teams  according  to  the  Strength  of 
their  Districts  without  fail  and  to  bring  in  a  true  account  of  all  those 
who  had  not  taken  the  Oath  of  Alegiance,  but  they  got  only  three 

•  See  Col  Bee,  VoL  XSL,  p.  4Sa. 
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TttmH  hi  ihe  whde  Gbattty  ly  timt  Method,  Seooodly  t  send*  to  all 
nly  Depiltiet  again  to  Warn  t^e  Fatmers  all  io  their  DislriGbi  te 
meet  on  a  certain  day  and  each  Township  to  make  np  so  many  Teuat 
reqaired  to  make  np  the  above  Mentioned  Namber  bn^  getting  none, 
Thirdly  I  send  to  all  those  who  had  not  taken  the  Oath  to  take  their 
Horses  Waggons  and  gears  by  force  saving  two  Horses  on  each 
Plantotiony  and  got  but  eight  Teams  in  all  by  that  Method,  for  on 
the  most  Plantations  Bspeeially  of  Disaffeetod  People  is  only  two 
Horsesyaoil  with  tb^  saici  eight  Teams  1  had  very  much  Trouble  and 
Cost,  for  I  was  obliged  to  nave  their  Waggons  repaired  all  their 
Horses  shot  and  fodder  found  for  all  from  the  begiDning  and  was 
obliged  to  inlist  Drivers  for  »*  8  Teams,  and  to  pay  each  one  Month 
Wages  down  apd  to  Promise  the  Besidue  as  soon  as  they  return  and 
was  obliged  to  furnish  the  Waggon  Master  with  Money  to  supply 
the  wants  of  said  Teams  on  the  Road,  which  I  did  with  my  Money, 
and  send  the  Teams  off  last  week  Eleven  in  Number,  likewise  the 
Militia  which  Assisted  by  taking  said  Eight  Teams  I  was  obliged  to 
Promise  Reasooablo  Wages  and  did  pay  some. 

Further  I  must  acquaint  the  Honorable  the  Council  about  ihe 
Deputies  under  me  that  I  can  get  none  in  my  District  to  act  any 
more  for  me  in  such  Business,  Their  Excuse  and  Complain  is  A 
their  service  they  had  done  last  year,  and  having  not  received  as  yet 
fheir  Wages  and  what  they  had  due  was  too  little  and  will  not  serve 
any  more  without  having  first  Beceived  what  they  had  due,  and 
then  to  know  a  certainty  what  Wages  is  to  be  aftor,  so  likewise  all 
the  Farmers  have  the  same  Excuse  and  Complain,  i  hope  you  wiU 
take  this  into  Consideration  and  furnish  me  with  Money  so  as  I  may 
Perform  my  promise  for  it  is  not  Possible  for  me  to  get  any  Teams 
to  go  wittnmt  Money. 

I  am  your  most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

CONRAD  KRTDEB, 

W.  M.  Gen'L* 
Directed,    . 

To  the  Honorable  the  President  and  Council  in  the  State  of 
Peitisylvania. 


PfiES.  Eeed  to  Boasd  of  War,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Re/ugee$  Enemy  are  again  committing  Outrages  in  the  Bay 
to  the  great  Pr^udice  of  the  Navigation,  Injury  of  the  UDtted 
States  &  eapedaUy  those  of  Delaware  Pennsylvania  &  New  Jersey. 
The  only  Opposition  hitherto  made  has  been  by  &  at  the  sole  £x- 
pense  of  this  State,  &  it  has  been  very  considerable  notwithstanduig 

*  Bee  C<^  ilee.t  VeL  Xl£,  p.  m. 


W6  were  aeoomniodated  by  yonr  Board  with  tlie  tempOhor  Uae  of 
a  Schooner.  We  ha?e  midemtoed  t^a(  iha-  Nafrigfdon  of  Hadaona 
&  other  RiverB  which  make  a  Part  of  the  Communication  of  the 
ContuNipt  ha^e  been  cai^aidered  aa  Objecta  of  general  Protection-— 
We  muat  therefore  request  joo  to  take  thia  Matter  into  Gon8iderati0a 
if^  the  mean  Time  to  giy.e  ua  immedi^t^  Agsistibnce  we  haTe  a  Sloop 
^ut  she  is  now  in  Continental  Service  af  Chester  which  we  mnat 
recall  for  this  Purpose  if  we  cannot  have  some  relief  Arom  the  Uoi- 
i^  Stataa— OapV  Bojb  wW/i  wait  pn,  jou  to  know  yoor  I>eten9ination 
— if  the  Matter  lajs  with  the  Aiinf  mnj^l  req^ueat  jou  to  sepd  thif 
{letter  to  that  B<yurd.  _ 

la^  Qaot. 

MipeatfvIlyToiirObed. 

Bbbb  Bm^ 

July  22, 1780. 


G^h.  Smvl  J.  AfCidui  TO  Pbi0.  Rnp,  X19(^ 

Sir, 

The  high  Bounty  giyen  by  Pbi)a4^  bat  Mr^  pn\  %  |top  to  the 
Becniiting  Yolnntaew  ibr  my  CoPli^'  I  fi)i4  Ibe  greatest  difficulty 
in  proearfikg  a  nna  here  with  a  Bounty  of  £2  or  8000 — What  T 
haFs  hiAer|o:got  has  been  for  from  £1000  to  1200.  The  Assess- 
menta  were  generally  laid  for  those  Sams  and  the  Bxpencea  atten^- 
ine  the  Collections. 

1  hope  however  to  beiable  to  seiid  my.  Quota  as  soon  as  the  Har- 
Vesta  are  in,  before'that  time  I  am  couiGdent  more  cannot  be  {>rQ- 
enred — Herewith  your  Excellency  will  receive  Nine  Tolnnteers  aft 
I  have  at  present 

Inn^  yoqr  IbMeUeney  Mos^t  Ob^ 

&  very  Hble  Serv*, 

SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 
.    Jirty  23f,  UftO. 
(PtebfieSsrtiea.) 
His  fixcetleney  Joseph  Reed^  Esc^.^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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K  lUTZ  TO  pREH.  Reto,  1780. 

Reading,  28*  Jdy,  17B0. 
Sir, 

'  Yoar  Ezoellencjs  favor  of  (he  18 tb  Ins*  duly  came  tobaod,  it 
gi7e0  me  great  Pleasure  to  hear  that  Counoil  has  bo  kindly  approved 
of  my  retunii 

Toa  have  directed  me  in  regard  to  supplying  the  Post  at  Beading, 
lo  Aoc*  under  the  immediate  or  special  directions  of  CSol.  BlaiLe, 
who  wrote  to  me  some  time  ago  that  I  must  furnish  said  Post  with 
tffe  Necessary  supnjies  of  Provisions,  as  I  was  appointed  Contractor 
for  the  i(}oiinty  or  Berks:  Bat,  as  I  apprehend  that  I  am  not  to 
appropriaia  stay  of  the  State  Money  which  I  have  already  rec*  from 
Councils  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  Flesh  or  Liquor  for  this  Post, 
but  to  purchase  Flour  &  Forage  only  for  the  Use  of  the  Army^ 
therefore  1  should  be  glad  to  know  who  is  to  furnish  me  with  Casb ; 
for  some  method  must  immediately  lake  place^  as  this  Post  suffexi 
this  Moment  for  want  of  Provisions. 

I  wrote  to  Col.  Blaiiie-in  oonsequenee^if  liis  directing  me  td  famish 
Provisions,  requesting  him-  to  furnish  me  with  Gash,  but  I  have  reci^ 
nonci  &  without  it,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  procure  Flesh. 
I  tm  your  Bzoelleneys 

most  obedient  humble  Servant 

NICHOLAS  LDTZ, 

OofP-B-C^. 
Direciedf 

On  Public  Service, 

.  To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esar.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsyla.^  Philad*. 


Sam'l  JT:  ArisR  to  Pssd.  RskD,  ITSO. 

Pequea,  July  24th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  obliging  Favor  of  the  19th*  came  safe  to  hand  this  day  by 
Mr.  Simon's  of  Lancaster,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  ezftiess  yours 
taid  Oounqjirs  apprcfbaiien  of  mr. Conduct  in  th^  providing  and 
forwarding  the  Volunteers  of  my  Uounty. 

It  gives  me  real  Pleasure  to  meet  the  approbation  of  you  my  Friendf 
and  that  of  the  Supream  Councill  of  the  State,  and  flatter  myself 
this  shall  not  be  the  only  Instance  in  which  I  shall  merit  it 

Cap*  Hubley  I  doubt  not  wou'd  act  to  the  Satisfaction  of  Coundll, 
and  am  well  pleased  to  find  by  your  Ezoellenc/s  that  I  was  not 
mistaken. 

r 

*  See  page  i23. 
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I  nh&oM,  have  been  able  to  have  goae  mveh  AirtlMt  iatotlM 
forwardiiig  the  Yolniiieeray  had  it  not  been  for  the  extravagaal 
Bounties  given  by.  jowr  City  and  io«e  Coontiea  neverthelMS  I 
hope  shortly  to  make  np  my  Quotas  when  I  promise  myself  the 
pleaswe  of  pacing  my  personal  Coeo^menfes  to  to  yonr  exoellenej 
and  GoimetU  till  vhen  1  eannot  leave  the  Connty. . 

I  have  been  obliged  to  break  thro'  my  regular  sistem  in  the  late 
detaehmeat  sent  off  oa  Sunday  last,  whioh  oonosted  only  of  ^in^ 
I  neither  thought  it  proper  to  keep  them  here  unimployed,  nor.  to  be 
at  the  expenoe  of  eharging  an  Oftoer  with  so  few.  Oap^  MoOkllaad 
«f  the  Line  has  promised  to  have  an  Bye  freqaently  upon  then^ 
em  the  iriareh — so  that  I  hope  yonr  Bzoellenoy  wilL  rseetve  then. 
I  beg  my  Compliments  to  Oounoill  ' 

k  believe  me  Sir  your  Etoellenoy's 

most  Obd<  and  very  humble  Scrv* 

SAML'L  J.  ATLEB. 
JDirectfidj 

To  his  Ezoelleney  Joseph  Besd^  Esquire,  Prssident  of  the  State 

of  Pennsylvania. 


GouHcii*  90  Sam.  Lxoir^  1780. 

I  >  InOouiMil, 

^   Philadelphia,  July  24*  1780.  ' 

>'■''*' 

Herewith  yon  will  receive  sundry  Usnk  retams  with  which  we 
expect  you  will  report  to  us  once  a  Month  what  progress  you  make 
in  the  importSDt  busiDess  intrusted  to  you,  noting  any  remarks 
vrhfch  may  occur.  We  must  entreat  you  to  double  your  exertions  in 
th^  aftieles  of  flour  and  forage  which  will  soon  bo  much  wanted.  And 
flour  bearing  now  a  settled  price  br  at  least  one  much  more  so  than 
formerly  we  hope  you  will  be  able  to  procure  a  considerable  quantity. 
The  Philadelphia  price  at  present  !s  eighty  pounds  Continental 
Money  and  so  in  state  Money  at  the  rate  of  sixty  for  one  which  you 
are  authorised  to  give  deducting  the  ezpenoe  of  transportation  to 
Philadelphia  market  this  will  serve  therefore  not  only  as  a  rule  for  th^ 
price  of  the  article  but  of  the  Transportation.  We  find  ourselves  now 
constrained  to  deviate  from  the  direction  laid  down  formerly  of  not 
impressing ;  the  quantities  of  articles  said  tb  be  in  the  hands  of  the  dis- 
affeeted  are  too  considerable  and  their  bbstinaa^  anii  perverseness  too 
notorious  to  allow  us  to  pursue  this  line  of  conduct  and  more  especi« 
ally  as  you  have  money  which  will  answer  all  the  important  $ad  neo^ 
aary  purposes.  But  we  desire  you  toconduot.it  with  as  much  modera* 
liott  as  is  eoneisCent  with  ^firm  and  fiiithftil  difcharge  of  jdur  duty 
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MM<4void  mieeeMtyf  •spenOM  Mumofc  a«  possilila*  TWCtm- 
intlM  «f  C^Dgt9SB9«l  GMBfp,  Iha  Gkneral,  tW  AYmy  ami  in  ihoiteiery 
^n^seens  to  ^la«»  gvMt  d^peodasM  on  us  we  8b«U  l^erefom  be«& 
•aediftgiy  blMMd  i(  tie  giiMt  OftamKioBS  nam  m  bttnd  shooid  litt  bf 
^BydeieUue^^eark  Tke-lVtM^fleetMidibiQiBereMlatli^mM 
to  60-operate  with  «»  ift  dritring' tke  eatvy  o«t  ef  tbe  Ocmtrj  Md 

£1  nitiil;  imyteMefeiy  ene  wtib  Ae  iiop^ptaaoe  of  the  ecMsiaiL 
»^teto.  moi^  liie  got  iofto  wn*y  gsaeial  and  ea^  mratitioii 
eepeciaUy  ainoe  it  bet> we  feeeivible  in  TaceB  beaid^arhioAi  we  hart 
k]m  aome  edntittei^til  wbieli  yo9  moLf  ha^  if  yea  are  of  epinioa  it 
irill  fttfilUate  yew  baaioest.  Yen  majr  there^re  dmw  afoo  «  ft* 
Thii^  theoaand;  Pbtnd*  wbioh  we  will  pairatiially  aiDawfr.  Thi 
Oongress  having  by  theil  CeiBttiittee  at  Gamp  aswi^ed  qiiotas  to 
the  respective  atatef^  we  bava  alag  qoota'd  the  lespective  Counties, 
and  musf  call  upon  year  County  for  150  Barrells  of  Flour,  500 
Buahela  of  short  forage,  600  Gallons  ^Thisky  ^  month,  150  Barreli 
of  ^leiirlt>  be>  forwarded  to  Fort  Pitt  and  supplied  to  the  post  at 
Carlisle  in  due  proportions.  It  might  be  proper  for  yon  to  qnota 
ibe  aevitral  tovnahipft  if  yoa  do  soft  find  ii  Uktiy  tfaat  volantaiy 
sellers  will  supply  you  fully.  In  orderiog  the  l^nakapertalioB  is 
request  you  will  settle  the  matter  fully  with  Col.  David^  Che  ^lan^ 
portation  being  a  Matter  of  Continental  Conoem. 

The  Harvest  being  now  chiefly  got  in,  and  the  stock  of  the 
Country  to  be  compoted  witLBoasapreokicfll  w^  da<ire  you  would  u 
soon  as  possible  report  to  us  what  well  grounded  expectations  pa 
have  of  rendering  the  supply  aboia  rdqalred.  And  if,  (which  va 
hoj^  will  not  be  Sie  case)  yon  dp  not  find  it  probable  to  compleat 
the  whole  to  inform  us  what  you  can  famish  with  aa  much  oertai^^ 
as  the  nature  of  the  thing  wiU  admit. 

Tou  may  remember  our  first  ibstructiona  called  for  monihlj 
Returns,  we  have  yet  had  but  two  in  the  whole,  you  will  atteoa 
therefore  in  ftiture  very  particularly  to  the  direction  first  given  of 
sending  the  Returns  once  in  two  weels  as  it  is  of  gieat  importance 
to  know  wtiat  success  you  meet  with. 

We  depend  very  much  on  yoi^  care  and  attention  and  as  the 
Assembly  have  given  us  a  power  to  increase  Uie  allowaaoe  for  joar 
service  we  shall  use  it  for  your  benefit  aocording  to  the  'servictf 
rendered. 

The  supply  of  Fort  Pitt  is  become  a  Matter  of  very  seri(MjB 
Concern  &  we  hope  you  will  fall  upon  proper  Measures  for  this 
Purpose  as  that  Post  is  of  great  iniportaoce  to  thip  State  &  the 
Country  in  general.  Tou.wiB  let  us  hear  from  yoa  in  Ajuswec  to 
this  as  soon  as  may  be  &  am 

Sii:  lour  Obed.  Hbbk  Serv. 

'    1780,  August  !•*.    To  Samwl  I^ob,  Saquii^  Cw'  ?•  Cumlw- 
land  County. 
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IiiOoual, 

puuk,  Joiji  a«»,  izsoi  ^ 

Kr,  ^         • 

HMWiriftli  JOQ  win  feodm  sutidfy  Blank  JUiniMi  with  whUk  «i 

wpett  you  wtH  report  ta  «»o«ot  in  2  Wedu  what  IVogseM  jo« 

MiW  ip    tii«  imporlBSk  Bwioen  intinited  to  j^«a,  nt«bg  Map 

Bemarks  which  may  ooonr.     We  mmik  anteeat  joa  to  doahlo  yout 

Baeitionfl  i*  iho  Aitideii  of  Floor  A  Forago  whiok  wiU:  soon  he 

Boob  wanlnd  Aid  Flow  ha^gnow"  a  aeHftkd  Frioa  or  al  laoal  out 

ttnib  vom  so  ^kam  formerly  wo  bofio.yoa  will,  ho  aUe  to  forWifd  a 

eoa^oQible  Quwiftitj.    Tha  Pb!k«K  Prioo  ai  fnmmi  is  £80  Go»t 

tinental  money  &  so  in  State  Money  at  tho  Bale  of  60  for  one  vhieii 

yM  aie  anthoriwod  lb  g^e  dedaofeing  the  Rtpmwfl  of  TraaqpoftaHott  to 

Fhflad.  or  an  eqaal  Distaaeo^  ft  ao  in  Ptoportiea  Jfao  IhobiateBoe  fat 

it  nova  or  leaa,  thia  will  aervo  tl)enCQre.aot  only  aa  a  Rnle  ftHr.the 

Prioe  of  the  Article  hat  of  the  Transportation.     Wa  £nd  onaalYif 

now  oonatnnned  to  deviate  from  the  Direction  laid  down  formerly  of 

9M  ilopfoiaingi  ihoQaantitiea  of  Articlee  said  tq  be  in  the  Baod^ 

of  the  disaffected  are  too  considerable  ifc  their   Obstinaoy  A  Pe& 

Tersnesa  too  notorious  to  allow  as  to  pursue  this  Line  of  Conduct 

A  more  especially  as  you  have  Mofley  which  will  answer  all  the 

important  a«d  necessary  Puxposaa.     But  wa  deairo  yoa  to  conduct 

it  with  as  much  moderation  as  is  consistent  with  a  firm  A  faithfull 

Discharge  of  your  Duty  A  avoid  unnecessary  Expense  aa  much  09 

peesib|<ft>    The  Oommittee  of  Coagresa  at  Cf^npr  the  Qeoeral,  the 

Army  A  in  short  aveiy  one  seema  to  place  great  Dependanoe  on  US| 

.WOi  iJMI  therefore  be  exceedingly  blamed  if  the  great  Operation^ 

nov  ia  Hand  #bould  fail  by  my  Deficiency  of  oars,     fhe  French 

f  le^t  A  Fofoea  are  actually  arrived  to  co-operate  with  us  ia  driving 

tile  fipaoiy  ^ot  of  the  Country  A  you  mpst  impress  every  one  with 

the  Importfmco^  of  the  Qooasion.    The  State  Money  has  got  into 

voay  geneaal  A  easy  Circulation  especially  since  it  became  receivable 

IB'  Taxea  besides  which  we  have  also  some  Continental  which  you 

ma^  have  if  you  are  of  Opiuipn  it  will  facilitate  your  Businessu 

Y01A  may  tbeaetore  draw  upo»  us  for  which  we  will  punctually 

anaveyr,   The,  Congress  having  by  their  Committee  at  Camp  assigned 

Qn^taa  to  the  r^spectire  States  we  have  alao  quota^'d  the  respective 

Conntiea  A  muat  call  on  your  Coanfy  for 

Is  migh^  be  propea  for  you  to  quota  the  several  Townships  if  yon 
do  not  find  it  likely  that  vpluatary  sellers  will  supply  you  fully.  la 
orderiag  tho  Transportation  we  r^uest  you  will  settle  the  Matter 
fuMj  with  the  Waggoners  A  give  them  explicit  A  plain  Directions 
what  to  do  A  wher^  to.<)eliver  tb^ir  LoBdinr^  thm  Bubsistaoco  Ac.^ 
aa  it  is  very  iaoonvenient  to  have  them  calling  upon  us  on  these 
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Oooaf^ions  and  distressiDg  to  them.  We  tbink  it  best  if  pomUe 
for  yoa  to  agree  with  them  by  the  fitrrell  and  Baihei  iobedalbned 
A  bear  their  own  Expenses. 

The  Harrest  being  now  ohieflj  got  in  &  the  Stock  of  the  Coantiy 
to  be  oompttted  with  jome  Precision  we  desire  yoa  would  as  soon  « 
pbssible  report  to  as  what  well  ^pnoanded  Expectations  yoa  hate  of 
foodering  the  supply  a1>0Te  reqmred.  And  i^  (which  wi  hope  Till 
flot  be  t^  (kBB)jovL  do  not  find  U  posnbl#  to  compleat.  the  vMi ' 
to  inlorm  as  what  yoa  oao  famish^  with  «i  moch  Oertsin^  as  tb« 
Nature  of  the  Thiog  will  admit. 

You  may  remember  «ar  firsfc  Instroctioos  called  for  iD<»t% 
Betums,  we  hate  yet  had  bat  two  in  the  whole,  yoo  will  therefore 
attend  in  fiiture  very  partioalarly  to  the  Pireetkme  first  gif en  ot 
sending  the  Betama  once  in  two  Weeks  lia  it  iscif  gresA  Impoitefle 
Co  know  what  Saooess  yoa  meet  with. 

We  depend  tery  much  on  yoor  Oare  A  Attention  &  as  iba 
Assembly  have  given  as  a  Power  toincreaas  the  AUowance  fcir  j^ 
service  we  shall  use  it  for  your  Benefit  acoording  to  the  Senicai 
tendered.    I  «m  Sir, 

Toar  Obcd.  Hbbfe.  Serv. 
Indoned,  1780,  July  24«>.    To   the  Com"  of  Porohaaea  of  At 
several  Counties^  Gircalar. 


Pebs.  Rbbb  to  Board  or  Wab,  1780, 

CFentlemen, 

As  soon  as  yourLMer  of  this  Morning*  was  delivered  as  we  seat 
to  M'.  Stiles  onr  Oommissary  fbr  an  account  of  oor  Stock.  Is- 
dosed  you  have  his  Report  which  is  much  less  than  our  Ezpeetat^oas. 
We  wish  it  had  been  more  ample  as  we  should  with  Pleasure  have 
let  you  have  all  that  could  be  spared  from  the  necessary  Defence  of 
OUT  Forts  on  the  River.  This  Quantity  is  too  inconsiderable  for  tbe 
Purposes  you  have  hinted  at,  &  it  would  be  too  hasardons  to  be 
intirely  without  ammtinition  however  improbable  any  attaek  may 
appear.  There  is  some  Musquit  Powder  in  Store  (private  proper^) 
which  we  suppose  might  be  procm*ed  for  the  Oash  m  great  ^tt 
belonging  to  sbme  Frenchmen  in  Tow^  but  as  to  Credit,  ezperienoe 
has  taught  us  that  the  Attempt  to  procure  on  Credit  even  from  oor 
own  Merchants  seldom  saceeeds  at  this  time  of  day  ft  Money  we  have 
not,  but  if  the  Board  reouest  our  Assistance  to  obtain  it  in  any  other 
Way  we  shall  be  as  reaay  on  this  as  on  other  Occasions  to  give  the 
Continental  officers  all  the  aid  of  the  State. 

I  am  Gentlemen,  respectfally. 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  aer. 

Z>iVectecf.— Council  Chambers,  July  25, 1780. 

*  See  page  484,  and  Col.  Reo-,  VoL  XII.,  p.  48S. 
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PS0.  BSBB  TO  OOL.  Ab.  SuiTHy  LlBUT.  OF  CtJHBlBULirD. 

1780. 

Sir, 

The  French  Fleet  with  &  eonriderable  Body  of  Land  Forces  beintf 
gctualljrarfiyed  at  Rhode  Island  we  are  now  called  on  bj  the  Genem 
&  Congress  to  give  them  effectual  A  ample  assistance  both  in  Men  A 
Supplies  in  order  to  strike  a  capital  Blow  &  bring  this  long  A  tedious 
war  to  a  CaToorable  Intie.    Havini^  promlMd  our  generous  alW  that 
her  Troops  will  be  joined  by  a  sufficient  Body  of  Af en  here  ror  the 
most  vigorous  operations  A  finding  that  the  Troops  belonging  to  this 
State  in  the  Continental  Army  are  more  reduced  than  we  expected 
we  aftf  obliged  to  call  for  the  Yolontoers'  raised  in  year  County  to 
join  the  main  army  or  draw  off  a  greater  f^roportion  of  Militia  than     ' 
would  be  perhaps  convenient  or  agreeable.     You  will  therefore  on 
Receipt  hereof  immediately  put  the  Volunteers  in  motion  for  thia 
City  under  the  Care  of  suitable'  officers  to  prevent  Desertion  & 
procure  them  neoesearies  on  the  Road  and  also  call  upon  threes 
Classes  of  the  Militia  to  be  in  Readiness  for  actual  service  and  to 
march  at  a  Moments  Wamine.     Two  Classes  are  destined  in  Con- 
junction with  the  Militia  from  the  counties  to  form  a  Corps  of  4000  Men 
under  the  Command  of  the  President  of  the  State  to  assist  in  the  opera- 
tions of  the  main  Army.     The  third  Class  to  go  to  the'Kelief  of  th^ 
Frontiers  in  Lieu  of  the  Volunteers  intended.    As  we  hope  this  Year 
if  properly  improved  by  us  will  put  an  end  to  the  War  we  flatter  our- 
selves the  good  People  of  your  County  being  perswaded  we  can  have 
no  object  in  View  but  the  general  Good  will  readily  conform  to  our 
Directions  both  in  Respect  to  the  Volunteers  &  the  Militia  as  we 
have  promised  the  General  our  fullest  Exertions  and  Disappointment 
will  be  attended  with  the  greatest  Dismce  &  Injury  to  the  Common 
Gaose  as  well  as  this  State  in  purticular.     On  this  occasion  we  hope 
yoo  &  the  Sub-Lieutenants  will  exert  yourselves,  remove  any  dis* 
ooatepts  explain  the  great  Necessity  &  Policy  of  co-operating  effeo- 
toallj  with  our  Allies  as  the  best  Means  to  relieve  themselves  from 
heavy  Expenses  &  Burthens  &  bring  the  War  to  the  happy  &  favour- 
able  Issue  we  have  been  long  contending  for. 

We  depend  much  on  your  Zeal  &  Activity  at  this  important  Crisis 
&  after  mentioning  that  all  both  Volunteers  &  Militia  will  do  well  to 

Xip  themselves  as  completely  as  possible  especially  in  Blankets 
ch  are  not  to  be  had  here.     I  remain  Sir, 

Your  Obed  &  very 
Humble  Ser. 

JOS.  REED,  Presid. 
P.  8.  As  we  are  sensible  that  the  Apprehensions  of  the  Indiana 
will  be  a  Difficulty  with  the  People  in  some  Parts  of  your  County  to 
come  forward  we  have  thought  it  best  to  leave  it  in  your  Discretion 
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to  relax  some  part  of  the  within  order  so  far  as  not  to  eall  open  the 
"fwfgl^  OTQf  t|i9  North  Uoupt^in  for  YohiAtQera  or  MilMa  if  it  ^fB| 
too  great  Uneasiness  bat  in  this  Case  we  must  depend  npon  the 
others  ooming  forward  so  as  to  make  up  350  Militia  &  all  theYolmi- 
teers  exeept  those  raised  in  these  Parts.  Bat  it  is  certain  that  the 
true  Mods  *9  reliev€i  the  Bfontierais  to  drivia  the  British  oit  olthe 
Coantqr  we  shall-  then,  have  Peaoft  on  our  Boideni  as  w^  as  ^ 
i^terioar  Qooatrj  &  sea  Coast, 
Jbdartedf 

July  25, 1780.    To  Gcdonel  Abraluim  Soilfa  Idovtmrnl  sf  Cos- 
kerland  County. 


pRBS.  Rbed  to  Col.  Wm.  Scott,  Libutktant  oj  Tob« 
*  County,  1780* 

To  Col.  W,  Soott,  Lieutenant  of  Tori : 
Sir, 

When  I  last  wroto  you  as  Lieot.  of  the  County,  out  of  AffectioQ 
to  the  good  People  of  the  Frontiers-^whose  exposed  CondiUon  excited 
pur  tenderest  Concern — we  directed  the  Yolunteers  raised  inyour 
County  to  proceed  immediately  tp  that  Country.  Since  that  xme, 
the  French  Fleet  is  arrived  with,  a  powerful*  Succour  &  sanguiiu 
Ezi^ctations  of  putting  an  End  to  the  War  by  the  oaost  vigorous 
Exertions;  for  this  End,  Congress  have  engaged  to  join  them  with 
«  ft  powerful  Body  of  Troops,  &  we  are  called  on  by  the  General  & 
Congress  to  6\l  up  our  Continental  Battalions,  which  are  very  mncli 
reduced  by  Deaths  &  other  Casualties.  We.  are.  therefore  indis- 
pensably obliged  to  countermaud  those  Orders,  &  direct  the  Yol- 
unteers to  march  immediately  to  this  City  under  the  Care  of  discreet 
&  prudent  Officers,  who  will  keep  them  collected,  &  bring  them  in 
good  Order,  in  two  or  three  Parties^  as  may  be  most  oonvenient  & 
agreeable. '  The  Quarter  Masters  &  Commissaries  on  the  Road  bsTd 
Orders  to  supply  them  with  what  is  needful.  Lancaster  County  has 
set  a  very  good  Example  in  this  Respect,  having  sent  ezceediog 
good  Men  A  in  good  Order.  They  will  do  well  to  come  provided  with 
Cloathing  as  much  as  possible,  &  especially  Blankets,  there  beio; 
none  to  be  procured  here  for  Money. -^The  State  has  also  been  called 
upon  for  40  JO  Militia,  to  form  a  Corps  to  act  with  the  main  Army ) 
these  will  be  commanded  by  the  Presnient  of  the  State,  who  will  take 
the  Field  as  soon  as  the  Men  are  ready  &  General  Washington  orden 
their  March.  Your  Quota  will  be  850  Men,  exclusive  of  Officer»y 
for  which  End  yon  will  immediately  call  npon  three  Classes;  or  if 
th^  should  not  furnish  that  Number  of  marching  Men,  you  mus^ 
ju-ooeed  to  a  .fourth  Class.  You  will  have- them  juroperlj.&riaD^^' 
their  Officers  fixed^  their  Equipments  as  complete  as  possAI^A  hold 
^thetnselvea  in  aqtual  Readiness  to  .march  at  a  Mpment's  Wtucnlog. 
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fiy  tlid  15  Aognst,  we  have  no  Doubt,  thdj  will  be  required  to  be  at 
the  Rebdezvons  on  the  Banks  of  the  Delaware,  so  that  you  will  see 
no  Time  is  to  be  lost.  Every  Man  who  brings  his  own  Arms,  will 
he  allowed  one  hard  Dollar,  or  60  Continental  Dollars,  for  the  Use 
of  it.  We  beg  the  Number  of  Officers  may  not  be  out  of  Proportion 
to  the  Men,  as  it  is  attended  with  many  Inconyeniences.  We  hope 
on  this  important  &  critical  Occasion,  every  one  will  feel  the  Necea-  - 
sity  &  Policy  of  making  a  grand  Effort  to  relieve  ourselves  from  a 
emel  Enemy,  which  has  so  long  kept  us  in  Distress  &  Confnsion; 
and  as  the  Militia  of  your  County  on  some  former  Occasion  did  not 
answer  the  Expectation  of  the  Government  &  their  Friends,  by  turning 
out  as  they  should  have  done — we  flatter  ourselves  they  will  seita 
ibis  Opp^  of  retrieving  the  Honour  of  the  County,  &  imitating  the 
Militia  of  Jersey,  whose  late  Conduct  has  gained  them  immortal 
fiononr. — ^We  have  only  to  add,  that  all  the  other  States  are  exert- 
ing themselves  to  the  utmost,  &  that  if  we  are  deficient,  we  have 
Enemies  enough  to  our  Oovernment,  as  well  as  to  the  general  Cause, 
to  proclaim  our  Weakness  &  Negligence  &  triumph  in  it — Rouse  th^ 
Sab  Lieut*,  urge  the  Field  Officers,  &  impress  every  one  with  a  due 
Sense  of  their  Duty  &  Interest— every  Thing  depends  on  it.  We 
rely  much  on  your  Zeal,  Care  Sc  Punetuality,  &  reqaest  you  would 
l^eep  us  informed  how  Things  go  with  you.  Tou  will  be  supported 
m  all  vigorous  Measures  on  such  an  Occasion. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  &  very  Hbbl.  Servt 
Indaned, 

July  26, 1780. 


OntotTLAft  TO  Wagoon  Mastb&b,  1780. 

Boyd  Esq.  Waggon  Master  Cheater  Comity. 

In  Consequence  of  a  most  urgent  Dj^mand  from  his  Excelly.  Oen. 
Washington  we  on  the  21  June  passed  a  Resolution  for  Calling  out 
ft  number  of  Teaqis  from  this  state  allotting  onl  v  to  your  County 
The  Number  seemed  so  small  compared  with  its  Extent  &  ability, 
that  we  hoped  it  would  have  been  immediately  compKed  with,  Thttf 
l)emand  has  been  again  repeated  to  us,  &  we  must  in  the  most 
urgent  manner  intreat  you  to  enable  us  to  comply  with  it.  The 
French  Fleet  &  Forces  are  now  actually  arrived,  our  Nation  if 
under  the  most  solemn  Engagement  to  supply  them  with  a  number 
of  articles  necessary  to  effect  the  great  Purpose  of  relievingus  from 
ft  druel  Enemy,  &  a  distressing  War,  among  other  articles  Waggoned 
&  Horses  ^and  as  foremost  &  essential,  they  are  in  the  Counry  ft 
they  must  be  had  in  some  way  or  other.  We  know  Difficulties  are 
great  &  that  yon  have  met  with  too  many  in  the  Sxeentfon  of  you^ 
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Offioe,  bat  still  the  pablick  Basines  mnst  be  done  by  those  who  an 
fittest,  &  that  a  Change  of  hands  in  this  Juncture  would  be  nunoos. 
We  have  fixed  the  Proportion  of  your  County  as  low  as  possible 
when  we  again  renew  our  CtJl  upon  you  for  50  Waggons  ^includiDg 
those  you  may  have  furnished  already.)  We  would  wish  joa  to 
procure  them  or  to  Hire  if  you  can  &  for  this  Purpose  authorise  yoa 
to  offer  ^  Day,  specie  or  the  Exchange  at  60. — If  you  etn- 

not  procure  them  in  this  Way  the  Waggon  Law  must  be  exeeated 
&  Teams,  (let  them  belong  to  whom  they  wilt,)  must  come  oat.  It 
it  is  not  possible  to  procure  so  many  made  up  Teams  in  the  Coaaty 
which  Wo  cannot  suppose  to  be  the  Case  a  general  Impress  of 
Waggons,*  Horses,  &  Gers  must  take  Place  conformable  to  our 
Resolution  of  the  21  ult. — Oen.  Washington  &  Congress  have  also 
called  upon  us  for  a  Number  of  Eforses,  of  which  the  Quota  of 
your  County  is  ^00  By  assigning  to  each  Township  according  to  its 
ability  &  Extent  a  limited  number  which  with  proper  Care  &  advice 
we  hope  may  be  done,  wo  imagine  you  may  collect  this  number  with- 
put  losing  the  Time  that  would  be  spent  in  the  usual  Course  of  mere 
voluntary  purchases,  when  the  Horses  are  procured,  we  would  have 
two  Freeholders  appraise  them  in  specie  to  be  paid  accordingly  or 
in  Continental  at  the  Exchange  of  60  for  one,  on  oath  or  affirmation 
of  two  respectable  freeholders,  &  when  collected  by  you  they  most 
be  branded  with  the  Letters  U.  S.  P.  you  will  then  give  each  Penoa 
furnishing  a  Horse  an  acknowledgment  (for  which  we  send  yoa 
blank  forms)  under  your  Hand  &  make  a  Report  to  us  of  the  Number, 
&  Prices,  &  Persons  of  whom  bought  in  order  that  Measures  may  bo 
taken  to  satisfy  the  owners.  If  there  are  any  Justices  of  the  Feaoe 
in  your  Township  we  would  have  you  apply  to  them,  if  no  Justice 
to  the  principal  Civil  officer,  inform  them  of  the  Nature  &  Necessity 
of  the  Service  &  the  Number  required  from  the  Township,  &  require 
his  assistance,  if  no  Person  offer  Horses  or  if  the  Number  required 
are  not  offered  you  must  impress  beginning  with  those  persons  who 
have  not  taken  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  state  it 
being^  highly  reasonable  that  in  Case  of  Emergence  their  Property 
should  be  first  taken  ibr  the  publick  Service  but  in  every  Case  the 
Horses  to  be  branded  &  appraised  before  you  deliver  them,  If  there 
is  any  Dept.  Quarter  Master  in  the  County  you  will  deliver  the 
Horses  to  him  making  out  a  List  of  the  Persons  from  whom  taken, 
a  short  Description  of  Horse  &  Price  given,  &  taking  his  Receipt  for 
the  Horses  as  delivered,  of  which  you  will  send  a  Copy  to  us  as  soon 
as  may  be.  Tour  allowance  for  this  Service  will  be  Ten  Shillings 
specie  or  the  Exchange  at  60  for  one,  for  every  good  Draught  or 
Saddle  Horse  delivered  by  you  agreeable  to  these  Directions  besides 
the  Charges  of  assistants.  Pasture,  driving,  .&.,  of  which  you  will 
render  a  particular  account  &  they  will  be  paid  on  your  order,  Bat 
we  beg  you  to  employ  none  but  Persons  of  good  Character  as  Honei 
are  an  article  of  great  &  frequent  Imposition. 
Jhdoraeil,—J^j  26,  1780. 

The  like  to  Lancaster,  to  BerkSi  &  Northampton. 
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P&KS.  Bjssi>  to  Waqon  Mastbb,  Cumbb&lakd  Courty, 

1780. 

Waggon  master  Comberland  County. 
Sir, 

The  arrival  of  the  French  Fleet  with  a  powerfdl  Bodj  of  Troops 
to  co-operate  with  ns  in  driving  our  cruel  finemies  out  of  the  Conntrj ; 
the  happy  Prospect  we  have  of  so  doing  if  our  Exertions  are  eorrea* 
pendent,  have  induced  Oen.  Washington  ft  the  Congress  to  Call 
upon  us  for  a  number  of  Waggons  &  Hones,  the  same  Motives  must 
urge  us 'to  comply  with  this  Order  to  the  utmost  Extent  in  our 
Power  as  eBsentially  necessary  to  answer  the  great  Objects  in  View. 
Knowing  the  many  Difficulties  you  have  to  struggle  with,  we  have 
set  the  Quota  of  your  County  as  moderate  as  possible  which  we  also 
hope  will  be  a  powerful  Inducement  to  you  to  exert  yourself  to 
answer  the  Demand  quickly  &•  effectually,  Tou  will  therefore  on 
Receipt  hereof  furnish  us  with  25  Waggons  four  Horses  in  each 
well  equipped  for  service,  ft  Three  hundred  Horses.  If  you  can  en- 
gage the  Waggons  on  Hire  it  will  be  best,  ft  we  authorize  you  to 
offer  them  80s.  speeie  ^  Day  or  the  Exchange  in  Continental  at  60 
for  onei  The  Horses  you  must  purchase  on  the  best  Terms  yon  can 
&  as  the  Numher  will  be  too  considerable  for  you  to  collect  them  in 
iheeommon  mode  in  a  reasonable  Time,  we  do  in  Consequence  of  the 
Proviso  vested  in  us  by  the  Hon.  Assembly  for  this  End  direct  you 
to  quota  them  on  ihe  Townships,  calling  on  each  To.wnsbip 
according  to  its  Ability  by  writing  to  the  Justices  of  the  Townships' 
if  any,  ft  if  not  to  the  next  civil  Officer  for  a  certain  Number  for 
which  you  will  give  Certificates  to  the  Individuals  who  fumbh  them 
ascertaining  Price  by  the  appraisement  on  oath  of  two  disinterested 
Free  holders,  saeh  Appraisement  to  be  made  in  Specie,  ft  for  Pay- 
ment of  which  we  will  endeavour  to  supply  you  with  the  Means  in 
Specie  or  Exchange  of  00  for  one  as  soon  as  Circumstance  will  admit, 
All  Horses  when  purchased  are  to  be  branded  as  soon  as  possible  oil 
efteh  shoulder,  ft  Bnttodfe  with  the  letters  U.  8.  P.  as  they  oome  in 
yen  will  dilivertbem  to  the  Dep.  Qa.  Master  of  the  County  taking 
bis  Receipt  for  every  Horse,  mentioning  the  Price  given.  If  the 
Waggons  cannot  be  proonred  by  voluntary  Hire  you  must  then  pro- 
ceed agreeable  to  the  Waggon  Law,  ordering  them  out  in  the  usual 
Mode  as  heretofore  practised.  If  the  Horses  cannot  be  procured  by 
immediatia  Pnrehase  or  in  the  Manner  we  have  mentioned  above 
they  must  be  impressed  as  they  must  be  had  at  all  Events,  ft  yon 
must  in  that  Case  call  lor  the  aid  of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia,  ft 
here  a  due  Regard  to  those  good  Men  whose  Disposition  ft  Judge- 
ment led  them  to  join  their  Country  will  direct  you  ft  those  under 
your  Direction  in  the  first  Place  to  take  in  each  Townabip  from  those 
of  a  different  Character  ft  who  are  distinguished  by  not  having  taken 
the  OAth  ox  Affirmatijoa  of  AlTegianee  to  the  State  as  most  of  these 
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have  10  a  great  Degree  exempted  themseWes  from  the  Burthens  of 
Ike  War  it  ia  reaaoaaUe  that  in  Caae  of  an  Eztgenee  ft  tit  Ineon* 
yenience  to  be  suffered  they  should  beare  it  id  the  first  iDstaaee. 
We  are  sensible  that  the  Duties  here  imposed  will  be  heavy  &  in 
some  Bespeete  disagreeable  bot  we  hope  not  impraeticable  as  we 
have  actually  made  an  Sssay  in  this  City,  &  collected  a  number  <f 
Horses.  Small  contingent  CJoarges  necessariTy  attencKng  these  set- 
"Vices  we  shall  endeavour  to  supply  you  with  ttoney  to  answer  then 
4  depending  on  your  Exertion  &  Indvatry, 
I  remain  Sir, 

Tonr  ched.  Hbble  Ser. 

P.  8.  Tou  will  inform  us  frequently  of  your  Progress. 

July  26  1780. 

The  like  to  York,  b  to  Bnoks^  &  Philad.  Comity. 


Rbsolvs  ov  C0NORB88,  1780.     - 

In  CongreSK,  Philadelphia,  July  25, 1780. 
Kesolved,  That  the  Supreme  Bxeentive  of  the  Several  States, 
which  are  called  upon  to  furnish  waggons  for  the  servise  of  the 
United  States,  be  authorised  to  make  such  allowance  for  the  hire  of 
such  waggons,  as  they  shall  thiuk  sdequata,  nntill  the  Deputy 
Quarter  Masters  are  appointed  for  the  States  respectively. 

Extract  from  the  mifintes. 
0HA.THOM8OK,Secy.    . 


Chbt.  ds  la  LfTziRNi  TO  Prbs.  Bbxd,  1780. 

Philadelphie  )e  25  Juillet  1780. 
Monsiear, 

Quelques  Beserteurs  hessois  sont  venus  me  demander  k  Hm 
employ^  dans  I'Arm^  Fran9oi8e,  et  ils  m'ont  assure  que  plusieors 
de  leurs  oamarades  etdieut  dispose  k  prendre  le  memo  p«rti ;  il  ne 

Faroit  que  I'acoeptation  de  leurs  offres  est  un  Sih*  moyen  d'afibiblir 
ennemi  et  je  suis  dispose  h  les  faire  passer  k  la  Division  Frts* 
'  (oise }   mais  avant  de  prendre    ce  parti  j'ai  erft  devoir  conssUer 
Y'otre  Ezcellenee  ot  savoir  si  I'Etat  de  Pensylvanie  n'aaucaDe 
envie  de  les  engager  parceque  dans  ee  cas  je  les  renvemii  k  Ym 
Officiers  reoruteurs,  ainsi  que  tons  eeux  qui  pourront  so  pfimaM 
k  la  Suite* 
Je  suis  avee  un  reepectueax  attaohement,  Monsieur^ 
De  Votre  Rxcellenoe, 

Is  tr^  humble  et  tr^  ob^issant  Ssrvileur, 

LE  m&Ys  DE  LA.  LUZEBNE. 
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Prbs.  Bebd  to  ChstalxeBi  J)e  la  Luze&nb,  1780. 

Sir, 

In  Attflnfer  to  your  EzeelF jb  Favour  this  Day*  I  have  the  Honor 
to  acquaint  you  that  the  enlistiog  any  Deserters  in  the  Continental 
Army  being  expressly  contrary  to  the  Direction  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief;  the  Hessian  Desertersf  are  qnite  at  Liberty  to  enter  into 
the  Service  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  if  his  officers  approve  it. 
And  that  they  will,  in  that  Case,  receive  every  Bncouragement  from 
ns  so  to  do. 

I  have  the  Hononr  to  be,  with  great  Respect  k  Begard, 
Your  Exceirys  most  ohed. 
&  very  H'hble  Servt 

Jkdors€d,—Juiy  25, 1780. 


Pass.  Bsbp  to  Goj^.  Jacob  Mqilqast,  B.  Q,  M.  G.,  1780. 

Sir, 

We  find  the  furaiahing  the  speeififl^k  Artioles  seqair^d  by  Oo«grefl« 
irom  this  State  so  arduous  &  difficult  a  Business  tLat  it  is  impossible 
for  uiy  joompntibfe  with  our  other  D^iideB  to  oantinue  our  Superior 
tendnnoe  in  the  Ma^^er  we  have  done  eoiae  Tiuie  peat,  ik  tliesefove 
hiMre  eome  ^o  a  Resokition  to  appoint  a  aukablo,  qapabie  Persony 
vith  a  oompe^Q^  S|^lary»  as  SfipeiantendiMiA  of  Pwehases  in  thui 
State.  And  upon  CoqqideraAioQ  of  a  suitfbji^le  Cbaraetwfind  no 
Pfsrson  «o  acoe^pMible  as  yourself.  I  ansi  autborieed  to  request  you  to 
^D^ago  in  it,  ti  take  tke  vholc  Direetitn  in  this  State^  for  which  we 
have  9oneiuded  to  allow  ^000  ip  Ana.,  in  specie  or  the  Exchange. 
It  will  be  neeessary  for  you  to  move  to  this  City,  or  at  least  te 
xeeide  here  youiraelf,  which  we  are  informed  you  had  in  ContempW 
tion  before.  You  will  please  to  give  us  your  Answer  es  soon  a# 
poeaihie,  &  as  the  Business  is  of  great  Importance  to  the  United 
Stetea  lA  geeeral  &  this  in  partieu,Uur,  we  hope  you  will  not  decline 
it.  jTou  um^  depend  on  being  supported  in  the  Office  with  our 
utmoet  Weight  &  Ipfluenee,  Si  that  all  necesamry  advances  of  Money 
will  be  made  you,4o  enable  you  to  dischaiige  the  Duties  of  the  Office 
with  Ease  &  Credit  ao  far  ae  our  Abilklea  k  Ciroumataaeea  wU 
lulvit. 

I  am^  Sir^  YiW  Friend 

4;  Ohed.,  H'bble  Servt.. 

JOS.  REED. 
lfular$ed,—JxAj2^,  1780^ 
Col.  Jacob  Morgan,  Qeadi.og,  Berks  Cgunty. 

*  See  preceding  page. 

t  See  Colon,  i^..  Vol.  ill.,  p.  488. 
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Gen.  AnTTHomr  Watkb  to  Pkbs.  Bebd,  1780. 

Tolowaj;  26di  July,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

You  hare  undoubtedly  heard  of  oar  tour  to  Bergen,  bat  it  U  a 
daty  I  owe  to  you,  the  troops  I  Commanded  &  to  myself  to  mako 

{ou  acquainted  with  the  objects  of  that  expedition,  least  eary, 
lalice,  or  the  tongue  of  slander  should  attempt  to  misrepreaeni 
that  afikir. 

One  was  to  take  all  the  stock  out  of  Bergen  neck  to  prevent  the 
Enemy  from  receiving  constant  supplies  from  the  Inhabitaots  oat  of 
that  Quarter,  and  in  case  of  a  siege  to  secure  to  our  own  use  those 
Cattle  that  they  would  Inevitably  carry  into  New  York,  another 
was  the  Destruction  of  a  post  near  Bulls  forry  conmstiug  of  a  Bloek 
House,  surrounded  by  a  Strong  Stockade,  and  abbatis,  Garrisoned  bj 
the  Refugees  &  a  wretched  banditti  of  Robbers  horse  thieves  && 
-  But  the  Grand  object  was  to  draw  the  army  which  8r.  Henry 
Clinton  brooght  from  Charles  town  into  an  action  in  the  Defiles  of  the 
Mountain  in  the  Vicinity  of  Fort  Lee,  where  we  expected  them 
to  Land  in  order  to  succour  the  refagees  post,  and  to  endeavourto  cut 
off  our  retreat  to  the  Liberty  pole,  k  New  Bridge,  the  appearant  object 
to  them  was  great,  &  the  lore  had  like  to  take  the  wished  effod 
three  thousand  men  Consisting  of  tho  iour  of  the  British  amy 
were  Embarked  from  Phillip's,  and  stood  down  the  river  hovering 
fyff  the  Landing  near  Fort-  Jjee,  where  the  6th,  &  7th  Pentisy.  Begi- 
ments  lay  concealed  with  directions  to  let  them  land  unmolested 
(giving  me  Intelligence  of  the  attempt,)  k  then  to  mOet  them  in  the 
Gorge  of  the  Defile  and  with  the  point  of  the  bayonet  to  dispute  the 
pass  at  every  ezpenoe  of  bloody  untill  the  arrival  of  the  first  & 
Second  Pennsy.  Brigades  when  we  should  put  them  between  three 
Buoh  fires  as  no  human  fortitude  would  withstand,  and  I  may  now 
with  safety  mention  that  it  was  also  designed  to  divert  their  attention 
from  a  Meditated  attempt  upon  fthode  Island,  by  a  Combined  attack 
by  Land  k  Water  on  the  French  fleet  k  Army  in  that  place,  this 
has  had  the  effect,  by  retarding  them  four  days  after  they  had 
actually  Bmbarked  upwards  of  six  thousand  men  for  that  vei7 
purpose  it  will  therefore  be  too  late  to  attempt  any  thing  al  tfai 
period  as  the  frenoh  will  be  prepared  against  it  , 

Inclosed  is  the  order  of  the  20th,  k  22nd  to  which  ft  to  the 
General's  letter  to  Congress  I  mast  refer  you  for  the  partieulars. 

I  always  had  the  highest  Opinion  of  the  troops  but  my  most  md- 
guine  wishes-^/ell  far  short  of  the  real  fortitude,  k  bravery,  whieh 
pervi^des  the  whole,  eveU;  the  new  reoruits — ^rushes  on  to  stiarm 
altho  not  the  object. 

I  have  it  in   Command  from  his  Excellency  to  Inform  yon  that 

•  8e6  briow. 


PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIVBS  1780.  481 

the  miifonns  an  aU  Blae  faced  with  white,  he  therefore  wishes  \t 
poesihle  to  have  as  much  red  or  scarlet  sent  Immediately  on  as  will 
face  oar  Soldiers  Goats,  otherwise  the  officers  &  men  will  appear  of 
different  Corps  the  faoeings  of  the  officers  Scarlet,  and  the  Soldiers 
white,  the  other  states  will  be  in  their  proper  Uniforms,  it  being 
that  fixed  for  the  Eastern  States,  and  with  a  little  clay  may  be 
made  to  appear  as  bnff,  which  is  the  faceings  of  New  York  &  Jersey  - 
Stetes,  so  that  oar's  will  be  the  only  officers  whose  uniforms  will 
differ  from  their  Soldiers,  had  we  the  Cloth,  &  thread,  we  coald  in 
four  days  alter  the  faoeings  for  the  whole  lino,  it  is  the  Generals 
Intention  to  Clothe  them  idl  new  before  they  meet  the  troops  of 
France. 

Interim  believe  me  with  singular  Esteem, 

your  most  obt.  Hambl.  Servt. 

ANTY.  WAYNE. 
His  Bzoellency  Jos.  Beed  Esqr. 


Orbbrs  op  Gbn.  Waywe,  1780. 
After  orders,  New  Bridge,  July  21"»,  1780. 

A  Field  Officer,  with  two  Captains,  or  one  hundred  rank  &  file 
properly  officered,  to  take  post  at  this  place,  which  if  atteckedin  the 
abcience  of  the  Division,  must  be  defended  to  the  last  extremity. 

The  6*^  regiment  will  advance  to  the  look  out,  immediately  oppo* 
site  Spokendevill  creek,  or  King's  Bridge — ^The  7^  to  Fort  Lee,  in 
order  to  observe  the  motioDs  of  the  Eoemy  on  York  Island.  The 
officers  and  men  will  secrete  themselves,  so  as  not  to  be  observed  from 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Lieut.  Col.  Harmer  will  leave  a  Capt. 
&  forty  men  overlooking  the  landing  place,  in  order  to  defend  that 
Defile;  ^ilst  he  with  the  remainder  advances  along  the  summit  of 
the  mountain  about  one  mile,  lower  down,  between  that  &  Fort  Lee, 
so  as  to  be  in  a  position  to  move  to  either  point,  in  case  the  enemy 
attempt  a  landing;  but  the  Capteln's  command  must  continue  in 
the  post  assigned  it  at  all  evente — Patrols  to  pass  contiDually  between 
these  poste  &  up  the  river.  Should  the  commanding  Officer  observe  the 
enemy  embarking,  they  are  to  send  immediately  notice  to  General 
Wayne,  towards  Bull's  Ferry,  &  to  make  every  possible  opposition 
when  the  enemy  begin  to  ascend  the  hill ;  &  as  the  situation  of  those  • 
regiments  will  admit  acting  in  conjunction  in  case  of  necessity,  the 
General  has  the  fullest  confidence  that  they  will  maintain  the  post 
assigned  them,  &  at  the  point  of  the  Bayonet  meet  the  enemy  at  the 
gorge  of  the  Defile,  &  dispute  that  ground  at  every  ezpenoe  of  blood, 
tintili  the  arrival  of  the  division,  when  they  may  be  assured  of  effectual 
support,  &  in  all  human  probability,  of  a  glorious  victory.  General 
Irwine,  with  the  remainder  of  his  Brigade,  will  move  by  Fort  Lee 
on  the  Summit  of  the  mountein,  for  Bull's  ferry,  &  endeavour  to 
ntroduce  a  sufficient  number  of  men  between  the  block  house  &  the 
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mer^'if  practicable,  so  as  to  prevent  the  retreat  of  the  gMfison; 
great  caatioD  must  be  observed  in  this  route,  least  the  troops  may 
b^  drawn  into  an  ambush — tho'  if  it  should  be  the  case,  the  BajoDet 
igrill  be  their  true  Resort,  which  thej  will  use  with  a  confideaoe  of 
being  vigorously  supported  by  the  first  Brigade's  moving  pandld 
with  them,  attended  by  Col.  Moy land's  Horse  &  the  Artilkrj  aloog 
the  open  road.  General  Irwioc  will  direct  a  chain  of  Flankers  to 
observe  the  advance  of  the  right  column,  the  situation  of  the  ground 
being  favorable  for  it^if  he  makes  any  material  discovery,  he  will  be 
so  obliging  as  to  communicate  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  Detachment  from  the  !•*  reg*  will  prevent  the  retreat  of  the  refu- 
gees towards  Paules  hook — whilst  this  is  performing,  the  artillery 
"^  will  be  preparing  to  demolish  the  Block  houses— every  precaution 
will  be  used  to  guard  against  any  serious  consequenoes  from  up  the 
river ;  &  shoulqf  the  enemy  be  hardy  enough  to  attempt  the  relief 
of  this  post  from  Fort  Washington,  it  ntay  add  Bever  fading  laorela 
to  troops  which  have  always  stept  the  first  for  glory,  &  who  have  eveij 
thing  to  expect  from  victory — ^Nothing  to  dread  from  Disgrace ;  for 
altho'  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  eommaod  success,  the  General  is 
well  assured  they  will  produce  a  conviction  to  the  world  that  thej 
*  deserve  it. 


Division  Orders,  July  28*,  1T80. 
It  M  with  infinite  pleasure  that  General  Wayne  acknowledges  to 
the  worthy  officers  &  soldiers  under  hisc  ommand  since  the  20^*  ins*.) 
that  he  never  saw  more  true  fortitude  than  that  exhibited  on  the 
2\**f  by  the  troops  immediatelv  at  the  point  of  action — such  was  the 
enthusiastic  bravery  of  all  rants  of  officers  and  men,  that  the  I*  reg*, 
no  longer  capable  of  constraint,  rushed  with  impetuosity  over  the 
Abattis  &  up  to  the  Stockades,  from  which  lihey  wero  with  DifficaUj 
withdrawn ;  the  contagion  spread  to  the  2' — but  by  the  united  efforts 
of  the  field  &  other  officers  of  each  reg*,  they  were  at  last  restrained. 
The  General  fortunately  would  not  admit  of  the  furtlier  advance  of 
the  lO*** — &  the  situation  of  Gen*  Irwine's  &  the  other  troops,  pre- 
vented them  from  experiencing  some  loss  of  men ;  as  the  same  gal- 
lant Spirit  pervaded  tne  whole,  they  very  probably  would  have  shown 
the  same  eager  desire  for  close  action.  The  Block  house  was  only 
a  secondary  Object,  &  to  serve  as  a  lure  to  draw  the  enemy  across 
'  the  river,  &  afford  us  an  opportunity  of  deciding  the  fate  of  the  daj 
in  the  defiles  through  which  they  might  pass  before  they  could  pos- 
sess the  strong  ground.  At  12  o'Clock,  the  affairs  assumed  a  pleasing 
aspect-— By  intelligence  from  Closter  that  the  British  were  embaik- 
ing  at  Philips  &  failing  down  the  river  towurds  Fort  Lee,  where  the 
flth  4  7tii  j.ggt«  ^pre  posted  with  orders  to  secrete  themselves,  and 
after  the  enemy  landed  to  meet  them  In  the  gorge  of  the  mouotain 
&  dispute  the  pass  with  the  point  of  the  Bayonet  at  every  expenee 
of  bloody  unlill  General  Irwine  with  the  2*  &  Colonel  Humpton  with 
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the  fifdt  Brigades  would  arrive  to  support  them.  So  that  therii 
ought  to  be  no  difficulty  in  giving  up  a  small  object  for  one  that  was 
capiud.  Indeed,^had  the  artillery  been  of  sufficient  caliber,  the  brave 
officers  &  men  who  conducted  them  would  have  succeeded  in  thei 
redttcHon  of  the  block  house  bj  a  ooBAtant  fire  of  more  than  o^e 
hooTy  within  the  medium  dbtanoe  of  60  yards,  &  not  be  under  the 
disagreeable  sensation  of  leaving  a  post  uoreduoed  behind  theriT,  this 
being  too  trifling  an  affair  to  attend  to  any  longer,  when  a  more 
ample  &  glorious  prospect  was  before  us;  but  in  this  we  bave  been 
disappointed,  as  the  enemy  prudently  chose  to  remain  in  a  less  hostile 
position  than  that  of  Che  Jersey  shore. 

The  General  cannot  attempt  to  discriminate  between  officerSi 
Seg^  oir  Corps,  who  with  equal  opportunity  would  have  acted  with 
eqnal  Fortitude— n&  he  fradly  hopes  that  the  day  is  not  &r  distant 
when  the  prowess  of  those  troops  will  be  aoknowledged  by  the 
European  &  American  world. 

By  Older  of  General  Wayne. 

B.  FISHBOUKN,  A.  Oamp. 


Board  of  Wae  to  Pbes.  Rked,  1780. 

War  Office,  July  26, 1780. 
Sir, 

We  are  called  on  by  his  Excellency,  General  Washington,  for  a 

large  quantity  of  shot  &  shells  as  indispensably  necessary  in  the 

proposed  siege  of  New  York.     To  procure  them  in  time,  a  great 

namber  of  furuaces  must  be  set  to  work.     We  have  in  this  city, 

materials  for  casting  many  tous,  &  there  is  an  air  furnace  convenient 

for  this  purpose,  now  standing  Idle;  but  the  owner  of  it,  a  M'  Nan- 

carrow,  being  a  quaker,  refuses  to  let  us  use  it,  if  any  instruments 

of  war  are  to  be  cast  at  it.*   As  it  will  be  of  great  importance  to  the 

public,  that  this  furnace  be  employed  on  the  present  occasion,  we 

request  your  Excellency  &  the  hop  ble  Council  will  give  the  neoes- 

aarj  orders  for  putting  M'  Hodgon,  the-  deputy  commissary  general 

of  military  stores,  in  possession  of  it.     The  board  would  have  chosen 

to  use  the  furnace  with  the  consent  of  the  owner;  but  as  he  stiffly 

refused  to  yield  it,  we  hope .  your  Excellency  &  the  hon^le  Council 

will  think  with  us,  that  this  very  important  crisis  will  well  warrant 

the  exercise  of  the  authority  of  Qovemment  to  obtain  it.     It  may  be 

proper  to  inform  you,  that  we  have  yet  to  procure  in  addition  to  the 

quantities  on  hand,  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  tons  of  shot  &  shells 

&  the  casting  the  latter  is  a  tedious  operation. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants, 

In  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  board, 
TIM.  PICKERING. 
J?irccied,—U]A  Excellency,  President  Reed.     (War  Office.) 

*  See  page  406. 
Vol.  YIIL— 20 
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ClROULAB  TO  Go.  LlBUTEKANTS,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  French  Fleet  with  a  oonsiderble  Body  of  Land  Foraes  Mng 
actually  arrived  at  Bhode  Island  we  are  now  called  on  by  the  OeB*  k 
Congi^sa  to  give  them  effectual  &  ample  Assistance  both  id  M^  k 
Supplies  in  Order  to  strike  a  oa{Htal  Blow  ag*  the  Enemy  &  brag 
this  long  &  tedions  War  to  a  favorable  lasde.  Having  promised  ov 
generous  Ally  that  her  Troops  would  be  joined  by  a  sufficient  Body 
of  Men  here  for  the  most  vigorons  Operations  &  finding  that  tble 

^  Troops  belonging  to  this  State  are  comparatively  weak  notwithstan- 
ding the  Recruits  lately  thrown  in — the  Oen^  has  demanded  a  Body 
of  4000  Militia  from  this  State  to  co-operate  with  the  main  Army. 
These  Troops  will  be  commanded  by  the  President  of  the  State  & 
are  to  take  the  field  as  soon  as  the  general  State  of  the  Aimjuid 
its  Forwardness  in  its  operations  requires  their  Aid. 

Yo«  will  therefore  on  Receipt  hereof  immediately  call  for  Three 
Classes  of  the  Militia  of  your  County  provided  they  amount  to  600 
Men,  exclusive  of  officers  if  not  you  are  to  proceed  to  a  fonrth  that 
being  on  a  fair  calculation  the  Proportion  or  your  County — Aa  ne 
hope  this  year  if  properly  improved  by  us  will  put  an  End  to  the 
War  we  flattter  ourselves  the  good  People  of  your  County  beios 
persuaded  we  can  have  no  Object  in  Yidw  but  the  publick  good  will 

.  yield  a  cheerful  Obedience  to  this  Resolution — Any  Failure  or  Dis- 
appointm'  will  be  attended  with  the  greatest  Disgrace  &  Injury  to 
the  Common  Cau^se  as  well  as  this  State  in  particular — And  we 
depend  much  on  your  Exertions  as  well  as  those  of  the  Sub  Lieate- 
nants  &  Officers  to  explain  the  Necessity  k  Utility  of  co-operatiog 
effectually  with  our  Allies  as  the  best  &  most  certain  Means  of  re- 
lieving ourselves  from  the  present  heavy  Burthens  &  Expences,  k 
bringing  the  War  to  the  happy  &  favourable  Issue  we  have  been 
loQ?  contending  for.  We  hope  every  one  will  endeavour  to  come  aa 
well  equipt  aa  possible  the  War  having  almost  drained  us  of  these 
Articles  here  k  especially  Blankets  &  Arms — Every  one  bringing 
his  own  Arms  &  Accoutrements  will  receive  one  hard  dollar  or  60 
CoQtiDental-r-You  will  please  to  pat  every  Thing  immediately  in 
Motion  as  we  may  daily  expect  the  Generals  Orders  &  I  would  wish 
to  be  in  such  a  Situation  as  to  give  immediate  Compliance.  It  has 
been  frequent  to  send  too  great  a  Proportion  of  Officers  on  former 
Occasions  which  we  mention  that  it  may  be  guarded  against  on  thb 
— We  understand  some  of  the  Townships  in  the  upper  Part  of  the 
County  hesitate  furnishing  the  Volunteers  unless  they  can  direct 
their  March  when  they  think  proper  we. hope  this  is  a  Mistake^ 
must  request  you  would  see  Justice  done  the  other  Companies  ia 
this  Respect  for  if  any  Companies  or  Townships  can  excuse  theo- 
solves  there  is  so  far  an  End  of  Authority  &  Injustice  to  thoee  who 
have  complied  with  the  Law— The  Regularity  &  Propriety  with 
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wUdi  yoa  ^ato  dondaotad  this  BushieflB  hitliaito  leares  Hi  do  Room 
to  doabt  joa  will  aorreet  tbis  Brror  if  well  fomided,  k  send  them 
down  u  tho  othen.  Should  Major  Wirts  in  the  Eiaovtioii  of  his 
Ofioe  wmt  anj  Aansiaaee  from  the  Militia  we  hope  he  will  have 
j9m  Wmght  k  Aathoritj  in  hiii  Faroar  ob  Apj^lioatioa  ae  nmoh 
do|lettdfl  OB  getting  a  eonpefeent  Supply  froitt  this  State. 

I  am  SiTi 

Your  Obed.  &  very 

HbUeSerrt 

J«ly28, 1780. 


Piles.  Rbed  to  Lt.  Robeut  Smith,  1780. 

In  ConncH, 

Philad*,  July  28%  1780. 

The  French  Fleet  with  a  considerable  body  of  land  Forces  being 
aotually  arrired  at  Rhode  Island  we  are  now  called  on  by  the  Gen- 
effA  and  Congress  to  ffive  them  effectual  and  ample  assistance  both 
ill  Men  and  Supplies  in  order  to  strike  a  Capital  blow  against  the 
STnemy  and  bring  this  long  and  tedions  War  to  a  favonrable  issne. 
Having  promised  oar  generous  Ally  that  his  troops  would  be  joined ' 
bj  a  sufficient  body  of  Men  here  for  the  most  tigorons  operstioney 
aiid  finding  that  the  Troops  balongbg  fo  this  State  aiw  eottparatiToly 
wak  Botwitbstatidiog  the  Reeruifes  lately  throws  in— ^tbe  Ckaeral 
h»B  daflianded  a  body  of  fonr  thoamid  Militia  from  this  Stota  to  OO' 
operate  with  the  main  Army.    These  troops  will  be  oomttanded  by 
the  President  of  the  State  and  to  take  the  field  immediately.     Yon 
will  theref<»e  on  receipt  hereof  immediately  call  for  three  Classes  of 
the  Militia  of  your  County  provided  they  amount  to  Two  hundred  Jb 
Bty  Mem  ^aolQsive  of  OflSeera  if  not|  yoa  are  to  proceed  to  a  fourth 
that  being  on  a  fair  calculation  the  proportion  of  your  County.     As. 
ure  hope  this  year  if  properly  improved  by  ns,  will  put  an  end  to  the 
"War  we  flatter  onnelves  the  good  Pe<^le  of  yoax  Connty  being  per- 
Boaded  we  can  have  no  object  in  view  but  the  publick  good  will  yield 
A  cbeeFMl  obedience  to  this  Resolution.    Any  fkilure  or  disappoint- 
jnant  may  be  attended  with  the  greatest  disgrace  and  injury  to  the 
OoB^mon  Cause  as  well  as  thb  State  in  particular^    And  we  depend 
nmck.on  ytmr  exertions  as  well  as  those  of  the  Sub  LioutenantS|  and 
Ofllpen  to  explain  the  necessity  and  utility  of  co-operating  effectually 
wrltJ^  our  allies  as  the  best  and  most  certain  means  of  relieving  our- , 
aelves  from  the  present  heavy  burthens  and  ezpenoes  and  bringin|; 
tU^  Wi^r  to  the  happy  and  favourable  issue  we  have  been  long  cott- 
ar oding  for.     We  hope  every  one  will  endeav\)ur  to  come  as  w^ll 
^l^aipt  as  possible — the  War  having  almost  drained  us  of  those  Arti- 
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ebu  here,  aod  especiaUy  bUnkete  «n4  Axms.  Eferyone  MngMf 
hia  own  Arms  and  AoooutremeuM  will  receive  one  hard  doUat  or 
sixty  doUara  CoatinenlAl.  You  will  pl^aae  to  put  e?«y  thiag 
imoiedistely  Ift  motton  that  we  may  comply  with  th^  GeDenla  orden 
immediately.  It  ha^  b^n  fre<|aeat  to  «CQd  too  great  a  proportwi 
of  Officers  on.  former  po^iwuoDS  which  wo  VbeiitioQ  that  it  ma^  be 
guarded  against  on  this. 

It  has  been  observed  thai  leas  Atiention  has  been  paid  by  your 
County  to  furnishing  the  Voluillieers  than  any  other  in  the  State. 
We  feair  you  have  not  sufficiently  attended  to  the  Importance  of  this 
Duty  as  we  cannot  suppose  the  County  would  not  exert  itself  if  tha 
O'^ficers  would  lead  the  Way.     It  is  unpleasant  to  aoppoae  that  at 
BO  critical  a  Season  any  Gentleman  in  Office  whose  Kxertions  are 
important  would  omit  them — ^bnt  there  has  certainly  been  a  Defiei- 
enoy  in  your  County  which  we  flatter  ourselves  will  be  made  np— 
The  General  &  Congress  impute  t&ese  Failures  to  us  but  we  cannot 
submit  to  the  Imputntion  when  we  have  given  all  the  necessary 
Orders.-^The  Office  of  a  Lieutenant  of  a  County  is  too  important  at 
this  Period  not  to  engross  the  publick  Attention  &  we  entreat  yon 
once  more  to  call  uppn  the  Companies,  jto. furnish  their  Meor— yoa 
must  insist  upo.n  it  &  l^t  me  entreat  you  to  consider  it  as  a  Basinen 
which  cannot  be  neglected — You  will  also  I  hope  exert  yourself  ia 
furnishing  your  Quota  of  the  Militia  a?  above  ordered.     They  most 
be  at  Trenton  by  the  12^  Inst,  agreeable  to  Gen.  Washingtons  Let- 
ter which  for  your  information  is  as  follows — 

[Here  insert  that  part  of  the  Letter — "} 

It  will  be  a  most  disgraoef ul  Thing  to  the  State  &  naortifyingte 
me  to  fiod  a  Tardiness  or  Neglect  at.  such,  a  Time. — Yoa  may  assan 
the  Men  that  every  thing  which,  oaa  b&  done  for  their  OomCoci  shall 
be  done.    Pray  inform  me  frequently  how  you  proceeds 

I  am  £ir, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble  Bert 
Directed^ 
To  Rdbert  Smith,  Bsqtdne,  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Chester. 


Board  or  War  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1780. 

War  Office,  July  29,  1780. 

Sir,  '  '  ■        . 

Mr.  Nancarrow*  has  brought  us  jour  letter  of  yesterday  respee^g 
his  air  furnaces;  and  on  conversation  with  fa!m  we  find  cmr  oommisr 
sary  will  not  be  opposed  iti  taking  posession  y>f  them  when  we  are 
ready  to  set  them  to  work.  Th6  ^rther  interference  of  joar  Excel* 
lency  k  the  honourable  Council  will  therefore  not  be  neeessary. 

We  beg  leave  to  express  our  thanks  for  the  ready  atteutioo  your 

.  ,  *  See  page  153.  . 
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rEmmXUmtj  k  tfae  CouncQ  were  pl^tsad  to  gire  to  mir  nquesi  on  die 
•ttbjeot,  and  are,  sir,  'iv  i 

with  the  greatest  respeet 

jem  most  obedieni  aer^Mits 

hi  behalf  A^ bjerder of  y  board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 
Ditectedf 

To  His   Ezoellenoj  Joseph   Seed;  Bsqr.,  PreBident  of   Pen- 
sylvapia. 

•     Wir  Office. 


Majqr  Henbt  Leb,  Jun'b,  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

EastoQ,  30th  July,  1780! 
Bir, 

The  original  establishmeiit  of  the  army  made  it  eqnally  honorable 
to  hold  Qommissions  in  the  sixteen  or  independant  regiments^  as  ia 
state-regiments. 

Under  this  establishment  military  posts  have  been  acoepted. 

Mnoh  has  been  the  deficiency  in  emolument^  &  much  the  defici- 
eney  in  snpport  to  the  independant  corps.  It  has  hitherto  been 
patiently  borne  by  the  sufferers,  because  of  the  wants  of  their  coantryi 
&  the  expectancy  of  releif  at  some  future  day. 

At  length  the  resolution  of  Congress  appeared^  directing  the  sub- 
jects of  each  state  soldiers  in  the  sixteen  regiment  to  be  considered 
as  part  of  the  quota  of  trdops  fit>m  their  respective  states,  &  to  be 
treated  with  perfect  equality.  Under  this  resolve  of  Congress  I 
have  heretofore  claimed  ft  reoeived  in  consequence  of  the  claim  sup- 
plys  of  neoessaiys  for  sneh  offioers  ft  soldiers  as  belong  to  the  State 
of  Pensylvania  in  my  corps.  I  now  beg  leave  to  present  my  claim 
to  my  proportion  of  levys.  It  is  my  opinion,  as  it  is  my  hope, 
that  your  Excellency  ft  oonnoil  yfUl  oo-in^de  with  me  in  sentiment, 
that  yon  will  be  pleased  to  give  me  an  order  for  the  possession  of 
twelve  of  the  new  levys,  or  that  «you  wiU  allow  me  to  withdraw  the 
soldiers  now  in  my  corps  subjects  of  yonr  state,  ft  to  throw  them 
into'  the  quota  of  some  other  people.  Be  assured  sir  there  is  no 
Btate,  whose  service  I  conceive  more  honorable  than  that  of  Pensyl- 
vania, ft  that  the  above  request  proceeds  only  from  an  earnestness 
to  make  those  gentlemen  nappy  whom  lortune  has  plaoed  under 
my  command,  bj  proving  to  them  as  they  are  fully  eniiiled  to 
eqqal  attention  from  their  country  with  the  army  in  common,  so 
will  they  receive  on  application  whafe  is  given  to  others. 

I  cannot  but  assure  myself  of  sueoes,  when  I  review  the  grounds 
of  my  request  j  ft  know  that  your  ExeeUenoy  will  not  injure  mj 
feelings,  the  honor  of  my  officers,  ft  the  fidelity  of  my  soldiers  so 
xnaoh  as  by  your  denial  to  deolare  tliat  we  have  a  right  only  to  sup- 
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plyt  of  eonvcpiMioa  &  not  to  snppljrv  ei«Uiv«  of  mOHtry  ttpntatiai 
&  public  seryioe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  m, 

with  the  most  perfect  recpeot  ft  cttconi 

year  exoeUeoOT't  moet  ob.  h.  aerv* 

HENKT  LEEJanr. 

Ma.com,W.B. 
.  DirecUdt 
Pttblic, 
To  His  EzoeUency  Joteph  Beed|  Beq'^  Qoyeraor  of  Peasjlr^ 


D.  Davis  to  Prbs.  Bbiq),  1780, 

Reading,  80  July,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  hare  with  great  Dificalty  sent  to  Pbiiad*  foarteen  Heid  sf 
Oattle  and  72  Sheep  which  wer^  ddiyered  to  a  GontineBtal  Boteher 
for  the  want  of  a  Properrer  Person  as  no  Commissary  was  in  Towv, 
I  baye  Wrote  twice  to  yoor  Excellency  Concerning  of  Gash  bat  hate 
as  yet  receiycd  no  Answer  which  lays  me  under  the  Necessity  of 
troubling  you  with  a  third  on  the  Same  Subject,  my  Ezpences  Cdr 
lecting,  I>rivin^&  Pasture  $c.,  has  been  yery  Consideraolci  a  greit 
Part  of  which  I  was  obliged  to  Borrow  Promiung  in  a  few  D&jb  to 
repay. 

1  must  therefore  once  more  beg  to  be  considered  with  a  Remit- 
tance to  Enable  me  to  pay  the  Neoesaary  Expences  I  haye  already 
been  at,  as  my  Necessity  is  realy  great  &  a  Complianoe  will  eyer  be 
Acknowledged — by 

Sir  yon?  Bxoelleftcjs 

Hos.  Obd«  humUe  Serv* 

D.  DAVIS. 
Directed, 
To  his  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 


Statbmbkt  or  Prks.  Rbbd  to  CoNeRBSs,  1780. 

July  80, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  Nature,  Extent  &  Yariety  of  the  Information  requested  hj 
Congress  on  the  17*^  k  28*  ult.,*  necessarily  demanded  some  Tiae 
to  oombine  So  digest  the  Materials  on  which  it  was  to  be  given,  lettl 
we  should  substitute  Conjectures  for  Pacts  ft  Wishes  for  Realities. 
We  haye  endeayoured  to  comply  with  the  Requisition  in  the  beet 
Manner  Circumstances  would  admit,  but  such  is  the  Extent  of  the 

*  fifeajMiges  832,  afiS. 
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State^  80  DQttieronB  &  variom  the  Persons  to  be  connlted,  tlist  we 
bope  Gongress  will  make  a  candid  Allowance  for  the  many  Difficul- 
ties arising  from  these  Circumstances,  as  well  as  the  Nature  of  our 
Goremments,  which  do  not  move  with  that  Oeieritj  ft  Dispatch 
which  distinguish  GoTemments  more  simple  but  less*  free.  We 
shall  not  on  this  Occasion  trouble  Congress  with  dry  abstract  Acts 
of  Asseo)b}y,  or  load  their  Table  with  the  Copies  of  these  numerous 
Letters  &  Orders  wrote  &  given  in  Co-operation  with  their  Views 
but  ^ye  a  short  &  succinct  Detail  under  each  Head  of  Requisitiov^ 
as  particularly  stated^  reciting  each  Point  of  Inquiry  in  the  order 
requested.     And, 

FinL  What  Measures  haye  been  taken  by  this  State  to  complete 
their  respective  quotas  of  80  Battalions  agreeable  to«  Beeolv^of 
9<' March  r 

Answ.  On  the  21'^  Feb^  the  Assembly  of  this  Sute  passed  a 
Seaolution  empowering  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  raise  four 
Companies  of  VolunteerSy  each  consisting  of  three  Officers  k  66 
Bank  &  file,  to  serve  during  the  War  at  a  Bounty  of  200  Doll*  on 
Inlistm'y  a  complete  Suit  of  Cloatbs  annually  during  Service,  & 
200  Acres  of  Land  at  the  Expiration  of  the  War. 

These  Troops,  tho'  to  be  raised  with  a  View  of  defending  the 
Frontiers,  were  on  such  an  Establishment  as  to  be  applied  to  the 
general  Defence  if  necessary.  Accordingly  Commissions  issued, 
Money  for  recruiting  was  forwarded  into  the  Coantry,  &  other 
neceaeary  steps  taken. — On  the  26^  May,  in  the  succeeding  Session 
of  Assembly  a  Law  passed  for  draughting  two  Men  out  of  every 
Company  of  Militia  in  this  State  for  the  general  Defence,  to  serve 
till  the  15^  January  next.  The  Number  oi  Battalions  in  this  Stale 
is  76, — &  at  the  Establishment  of  8  Companies  to  a  Battalion,  it  is, 
or  should  be  pif»ductive  of  1226  Men. — In  the  Execution  of  the 
first  Resolution  a  general  Reluctance  appeared  to  inlist  for  the  War, 
&  Tcry  little  Success,  tho  Considerable  Expense  attended  our 
Attempts.  This,  we  presume,  was  the  Oround  on  which  the 
Assembly  in  their  subsequent  Plan  of  raising  Men,  not  choosing  to 
hasard  the  Measure,  a  second  Time  adopt^  that  of  a  temporary 
Inlistment-— On  the  !•<  June  the  Establishment  of  the  four  Com- 
panies was  altered  ft  the  Bounty  reduced.  The  exact  State  of  these. 
Gpmpanies,  they  being  chiefly  recruited  in  the  Frontier  Counties, 
we  have  not  been  able  preeisely  to  ascertain,  but  have  Reason  to 
think  the  Alteration  palatable,  ft  that  they  are  now  organised  ft 
filled  so  as  to  become  an  effiment  Force,  but  the  Devastations  of  the 
Savages  have  been  such  ft  the  Apprehensions  of  the  Frontiers  so 
great  that  nothing  less  than  the  most  indispensable  Necessity  would 
justify  their  Removal.  Though  we  think  ourselves  authorised  to 
state  them  as  Part  of  our  efficient  Force,  as  their  Establishment 
would  warrant  their  being  called  on  in  Case  of  Ememnoy.  With 
Respect  to  the  Draughto,  as  soon  as  the  Law  received  ito  last  Sanc- 
iion  it  was  forwarded  into  the  {Uspective  Counties  with  the  moit 
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oogent  Orders  to  be  carried  into  immediato  Ezeontion,  with  Iii8tnie- 
tioDt  as  to  Mods,  &  pointed  Cautions  ag^  taking  Deserters,  Priaonog, 
BojSy  Aged  or  infirm.— ^The   greatest  Care  has  been  aoeoidio|^j 
taken,  &  those  rejected  have  b^n  sent  baek  to  their  Coneties  to  be 
replaoed.     In  about  3  Weeks  thej  began  to  come  in,  k  have  been 
from  Time  to  Time  forwarded  to  the.  Camp ;  they  are  the  first  which 
had  come  from-  any  State,  &  much  approved  by  the  Inspeofcon  for 
their  healthy  &  youthful  Appearance.     The  Number  on  which  we 
eount  as  recruiting  the  Line  of  the  State  in  the  main  Army  by  this 
Measure  is  100(^the  state  of  the  Frontiers  not  admitting  oor 
drawing  the  natural  Strength  of  the  Connty  from  them,  tho  added 
to  the  8*^  &  the  German  Begim*  the  Residue  of  the  whole  Namber 
may  be  deemed  as  added  to  the  Line. — Some  d  these  have  deserted 
on  their  Way  to  .Camp  &  some  since  they  have  got  there,  but  we 
hope  as  the  Country  has  found  it  very  expensive  to  raise  them  they 
will  be  equally  active  in  detecting  &  apprehending  them.    As  aooa 
as  this  Plan  was  so  far  executed  as  to  prevent  any  Competition  or 
Discontent  in  the  Militia,  we  began  voluntary  Inliatment  for  the 
War  in  the  Interior  Counties  with  a  Bounty  in  Specie  on  a  Fund 
raised  by  the  publick  Spirited  Inhabitants — in  which  we  have  bad 
some  success — so  that  upon  the  whole  we  flatter  ourselves  with  mak- 
ing up  the  Deficiency  in  our  Battalions  as  stated  by  the  Commander 
in  Chief  in  February  last  &  by  Baron  Steuben  in  May. — yfe  also 
under  this  Head  beg  Leave  to  add  that  as  the  Strength  of  an  Army 
does  not  depend  on  its  numbers  only  but  its  Appointments,  Con- 
forts  &  Satisfaction  with  the  Service,  we  have  the  Honour  to  inform 
Congress  that  in  Addition  to  the  Complete  &  satisfuetory  ProvidoQ 
made  by  the  State  last  Fall  for  doatbing  our  Officers  &  Men,  ve 
have  sent  to  Camp  this  Week  for  the  Privates  2000  excellent  ShiHs 
&  as  many  Pair  of  Overalls,  which  with  the  Quanfty  supplied  early 
in  the  Spring  will,  we  hope,  furnish  every  old  Soldier  with  a  com- 
fortable Change  of  both. — Besides  which  we  supply  them  weekly 
with  one  Pint  of  Bum,  half  a  Pound  of  Sugar,  i*^  Coffee,  1  oi.  Tea, 
^^^  Tobacco,  &  V^  Hard  Soap,  &  the  Officers  in  like  Manner  accord- 
ing to  their  Rank.-^A  large  Supply  of  these  Articles  is  now  on  its' 
Way  to  Camp.     Hence  we  r^eive  frequent  Acknowledgments  of 
our  Attention  to  them,  &  have  Reason  to  believe  that  Congress  bate 
not  more  brave  &  contented  Troops,  or  more  Zealous  in  the  publidL 
Cause  than  those  composing  the  Line  of  &  belonging  to  the  State  of 
^Pennsylvania.      The*  last  Supply    of  Stores   was  issned    at   tbe 
Kate  of  900  Rations  for  Officers  &  8500  Privates  with  Gen.  Wasb- 
iugtoQ.— But  it  is  probable  there  may  be  some  LidulgeDcies  given 
in  the  Issues  to  supply  the  Deficiencies  of  Pay. 

The  next  Heads  of  Inquiry,  to  wit : 

L  What  Measures  have  been  taken  for  paying,  on  a  Resolution  of 
21  May,  the  Quota  of  45  Millions,  to  be  paid  by  the  l-*  Jan.  Isi^t? 

2.  Circular  Letter  on  tbe  Neeessity  of  paying  into  the  Gontinen- 
ial  Treasury  the  Monies  oalled  for,  &c  1 
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3*  What  Steps  have  been  taken  for  collocling  &  paying  the 
Monthly  Taxes  called  for  by  a  Resolution  of  the  6th  Oct.  last  ? 

These  Points  being  all  reducible  under  one  General  Head  of  In- 
foimation,  via.  :  In  what  Situation  are  the  Taxes  of  thip  State  ? — 
We  shall  beg  Leave  to  give  a  general  View  of  the  whole  in  that 
eoDDecied  View. 

On  the  10th  October,  1779,  the  Assembly  passed  the  Law  for 
raising  the  Quota  of  45  Millions — which  was  put  into  Execution 
with  as  mneh  Dispatch  as  the  Nature  of  the  Thing  would  admit-^ 
but  in  Consequence  of  the  Invasion  of  the  State  by  the  Enemy,  the 
-great  Changes  of  Property,  the  supposed  Defects  of  former  Retarn«, 
ft  man  J  Other  like  Causes,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  make  out  a 
new  Valuation  of  Property,  &  that  upon  oath,  a  considerable  !Qpie 
Decessarily  elapsed  before  the  Duplicates  could  be  given  to^he 
Gpyectors. — When  delivered  it  is  well  known  that  a  very  great 
Proportion  of  the  People  of  this  State  from  Disatisfaction,  real  or 
pretended  Scruples  of  Conscience,  &  various  other  Pretences  will 
make  no  voluntary  Payments;  of  course  legal  Campulsion  must  be 
used,  which  occasions  Delay.  The  Depreciation  of  the  Money  having 
also  reduced  the  Fines  for  Non  Acceptance  of  Office  or  Neglect  of. 
Duty  to  a  very  Trifle,  till  lately  altered,  bas  been  another  principal 
'Source  of  Difficulties. — Many  others  have  necessarily  arisen  on  so 
great  a  Revolution  too  obvious  to  be  now  enumerated,  but  such  as 
Time,  Experience,  a  settled  Government,  ft  fixed  Currency  will,  wo 
trust,  remove.  On  the  25  November,  1779,  The  Assembly  passed 
•  the  Law  for  raising  the  Monthly  Taxes,  grafting  that  Demand  on 
tbe  preceding,  ft  directing  the  same  Assessment  ft  valuation  to  serve; 
by  this  Means  many  of  the  Difficulties  before  mentloued  have  been 
eloded,  ft  this  Act  has  been  carried  into  Execution  with  considerable 
Dispatch,  three  of  tbe  Monthly  Taxes  Slaving  been  paid  in  somo 
Ceanties.  But  ae  we  presume  a  tedious  detail  of  particulars  is  not 
'0o  much  sought  as  a  general  View  of  the  Subject,  we  shall  shortly 
state  our  Account  of  Taxes  ft  Payments  with  the  United  States,  at 
follows  : 

The  State  of  Pcnsylv*  in  Aco^  with  the  United  States. 

Br.   .  Contra,  Cr. 

To  the  Amount  of  Debit  '\       j.  ii.  By  Am^  of  Credit  stated  ia 

stated  in  tbe  last  Aco^  >  to  o«in  aao  ^'  ^^f  5,145,800. 

'     from  the  Treasury,      )  ^^^^^^f^^-     By  Orders    of   Congress 

since  rec*  ft  paid,  470^ 
000  Doll-. 

By  Casb  p«  M'  Hopkin- 
son    to    be     sank. 
239,(K)0. 
Ballance. 

Of  the  Ballance  we  bare  actually  paid  on  Aoo^  of  Congress  for 
MeaX  pfoauied  last  Spring  in  their  great  Exigence  tfaree  MUUoni 

20* 
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'of  Dollars  not  carriod  into  the  above  Aooonnt,  and  aa  to  theBMUne 
Certificates  for  the  Debts  of  the  Quarter  Master  CommisBary  Gen' 
in  this  State  now  made  receivable  in  Taxes  agreeable  to  a  Resolatioa 
of  Congress  of  May^  &  of  which  a  very  considerable  Propordim 
is  now  in  Aie  Hands  of  the  Collectors  &  Treasurer,  will  far  oyerbtl- 
lance  the  Quotas  of  this  State  as  demanded  by  the  Besolutions 
above  recited  &  now  under  onr  Consideration. 

Third  Head  of  Inquiry. — What  Measures  taken  by  this  State  io 
furnish  certain  specified  Articles  enumerated  in  the  fiesolations  of 
Decern' ll"- &  Peb^  5*»  f 

Answ.  On  the  23^  Mareh  an  Act  passed  in  Conformity  to  the 
Resolution  directing  the  Purchase  of  the  following  Articles,  vis. : 

40,000  Barrells  of  Flour. 

900,000  Bushels  of  Indian  Com  or  short  Forage  equivalent 

1700  Tons  of  Hay.  ^ 

14,189  Bushels  of  Salt.  ' 

24,423  Gall-  of  Rum. 

Commissioners  of  Purchases  were  immediately  appoinled  in  fluii- 
able  Parts  of  the  State,  &  in  the  same  Sessions  of  Assembly,  on  the 
25  March  an  Act  passed  to  strike  £100,000  in  Bills  of  Credit  for 
the  Purpose  of  procuring  these  Supplies.  These  Bills  had  a  Seoaricy 
neyer  given  on  any  former  Occasion,  yisible  valuable  Landed  Pro- 
perty pledged  for  its  redemption  in  4  Years  with  Interest  By 
various  Accidents  &  delays  the  Money  did  not  issue  from  the  Press 
till  May. — But  in  the  mean  Time  divers  Purohaaes  of  Forage  were 
made  on  Credit,  &  the  publiok  Horees  preserved  from  perishing, 
great  Numbers  having  been  sent  in  from  other  States  to  this,  ss  the 
Farmers  would  no  longer  keep  them  on  Credit  The  latter  End  of 
May  the  Commissioners  in  various  Parts  of  the  State  being  s^plied 
with  Money  began  their  Pj^rchases,  but  found  a  Beluotance  to  take 
their  Money,  particularly  in  the  City  of  Philad.  &  County  of  Lan* 
caster  for  which  two  Causes  have  been  assigned.  The  First  is  the 
Shock  which  Paper  Money  has  receifed  by  the  general  Depredatioii) 
&  secondly  the  unhappy  Differences  with  Respect  to  the  Form  & 
Adminis*  of  Goverm^  in  this  State.  Publiok  Credit  is  of  so  delicate  a 
Nature  as  to  be  easily  injured  by  an  Influence  &  Weight  tnuch  leas 
considerable  than  that  in  question.  Some  measures  were  taken  to 
obviate  the  Danger  by  engaging  a  Number  of  Persons  of  Commercial 
Credit  &  Consequence  io  take  it,  &  they  accordbgly  agreed  so  to  do, 
but  Disappointment  has  still  followed,  as  this  Engagement  has  act 
b  ^en  punctually  &  honourably  adhered  to  in  all  Respects  even  afWr  it 
had  obtained  a  free  Circulation  elsewhere.  We  lament  it  as  a  source 
not  only  of  much  Embarrassment,  but  as  it  has  contracted  i 
vnfeebled  our  Powers  to  collect  those  Supplies  so  indispensably 
necessary  for  the  Common  Cause.  A  very  large  Sale  of  forfeited 
Estates  &  the  Division  of  Monies  raised  for  a  special  Purpose  has  is 
aome  degree  supplied  the  Defici^cy,  but  we  feel  the  Disappointment 
very  sensiblyi  &,  are  not  without  A^ppr^hension  that  it  will  be  i 
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laHy  Mt  in  the  grefti  imbliek  Beftle.«-<hi  tht  17^  April  we  raodTad 
fnm  the  Conmaiider  in  Chief  hie  Pireedon  in  the  Biiiribataon  of 
tbese  Sapplies  as  fbllow»-- 

Bee  minntfls  174h  April  laei. 

(Here  iAserlr  tlie  General^  Bieiribntiott.^ 

To  wbich  we  endeavoured  to  eonform,  &  have  since  supplied  tlie 
various  Poeto  within  the  Goontry  with  tlie  Avtioka  leqnired  as  far  as 
CirenmstaDces  will  permit.  It  is  not  possible  to  state  with  aoourafte 
Predsion  the  Purebases,  as  many  of  the  Commissioners  have  never 
made  Returns. — Those  of  Pbilad',  Lanoaster,  Bveksi  Northampton 
&  Berks  on  a  fur  Estimation  msy  be  oompnted  at----fottr  thousand 
barrels  of  flonr,  the  whole  amount  of  Rum  required  of  this  State  by 
GongfCfiSy  fifteen  hundred  Tons  of  hay,  and  fifty  thousand  busheb  oif 
Com  or  Oats. 

We  eould  not  flatter  ourselves  that  we  should  have  been  able  to 
have  oemplyd  with  their  Requisition  with  Puaotnality — but  when 
the  Arran^ments  were  made  thereon,  suitable  Instnictions  given, 
&  the.Bastness  id  Train,  we  received  from  your  Committee  at  Gamp 
a  second  Plan,  differing  from  the  iormer  in  Quantity,  Quality,  Times 
&  Places  of  Delivery,  &o,,  and  so  far  disproportioned,  not  only  to 
the  Ability  of  this  State,  but  to  the  Demands  upon  some  of  the 
other  States,  that  nothing  less  than  the  purest  Zeal  for  the  common 
Cause  &  determined  Resolution  to  strain  every  Nerve  prevented  our 
addressing  Congress  immediately  thereupon.  It  is  shortly  comprized 
in  the  following  Articles : 

5000  BamlLs  of  Flour  ^  Month  to  last  of  Nov^^lOOO  to  be 
delivered  at  Easton,  1000  at  Coryell's  Ferry,  &  the  Remainder  at 
^nseoton. 

As  to  Beef  it  never  was  an  Article  of  Export  from  this  State,  & 
the  Supply  furnished  this  Spring  was  procured  with  so  much  Diffi- 
onltfr  &  at  such  an  Expence,  not  less  than  £25  Speeie  ^  Head,  that 
having  already  furnished  the  greatest  Part  of  the  Requisition  to  the 
Army,  the  Posts  within  our  Supply  will  require  the  Residue. 

Bait  we  hope  to  be  able  to  procure  in  the  Season. 

166,885"  Beef  or  Pork— delivered  at  Philada. 

aO,000>^  Bacon  in  S  eoual  Deliveries.. 

225  Hhhds.  of  Rum  ^  Month  del«  at  the  Armv. 

9,142  Bushels  of  Grain  for  Forage  ^  Month;  LoO  to  be  del'  at 
'Saston — 1800  at  Coryell's  Ferry — Remainder  at  Trenton. 

250  Waggons  with  Qamess  Compleat  &  four  Horses. 

1500  Horses  without  Harness. 

150  Waggons  for  90  Days — on  the  Route  of  Transportation. 
8,465  MUitia  for  3  Months. 

As  no  notioe  was  taken  in  this  plan  of  the  former  distribution  m 
made  by  the  General  on  the  twelfth  oi  April,  it  would  have  been 
doablfuU  whether  the  Posta  enumerated  there,  and  not  mentioned 

•  See  CoL  Bee,  Val^SH.,  p.  821. 
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in  Ae  seeond  pkn^  were  iiMfeded  in  it ;  bat  thflTezpfess  diRotioa  «f 
:dep<Mit  afe  Evston^  Goryeirs  tejjjy  and  TrbDton,  seem  to  implj  tint 
this  was  additional  to  the  former,  ezoept  aa  to  the  three  places  eoa- 
merated,  and  we  have  been  eonfirmed  m  this  by  the  applioatioa  of  joar 
Board  of  War  to  oa  to  supply  tbeae  Poata,  whiob  we  have  done  aod 
are  4aily  doing. 

The  whole  amoimt  oi  the  demand  then  upon  thia  State  will  sbmd 
aa  follows,  via*  5— 

Five  thousand  barrels  of  floor  io  be  delivered  for 
the  Army  Monthly  to  the  1st  of  December,  at 

67s.  6d.  ^  Bar.,  Specie,  £B4,375 

'20,000  at  variona  Posts,  67,500 

1,325  Hogsheads  rnm,  89,843  15 

191,710  Bush.  Short  Forage,  55,043    3  9 

14,189  bushels  salt,  15,962  12  6 

1,700  Tons  of  hay,  9,562  10 

80,000  pounds  of  baoon  at  9«,  1,125 

^50  Waggons,  Horses  ft  Harness  compleat  at  £150,  37,500 

150       do.      on  Hire  at  17s.  6  for  90  days,  18,500 

1500  Horses  at  £80,  45,000 

Militia  90  days,  77,9t32 


£501,545  18  9 


Exchange  at  Sixty  £37,598,100 

Reduced  to  Dollars,  100,261,600 

Exclusive  of  Transportation,  Collection,  &c*,  which  may  be  fairlj 
estimated  at  Forty  ^  Cent,  is — One  hundred  and  twentj-firs 
thousand  and  eighty-nine  pounds,  four  shilling  in  Specie — ^then  Uie 
Bequbitions  on  this  State  will  stand  thus  : 

The  amount  brought  firom  the  other  side  is  in  Specie,  £501 ,545  18  9 
Transportation  aa  above,  125,089    4 

Specie,    £626,685    2  9 


Supposing  Pennsylvania  to  be  i  of  the  TTDion,  the  wbole  san 
will  be  802,092,800  Dollare,  which  is  602,092^800  Doll'«  more  than 
the  whole  Amount  of  Continental  Money  ever  issued.* 

That  nothing  might  be  wanting  on  our  part  we  quota'd  the  B^- 

f  3«e  pag«  478. 
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■mt^lem  ftom  tbe  CohmHtee  on  the  ieveral  OovntiM  fai  the  state  ia 
tiib  foUonritig  proportions,  via* : 


Counties. 

barreb 
of. 

bushels 
of 

1 

« 

4 

Salt. 

Bom^ 

Flour, 

Flour, 

• 
EC 

a 

i 

galloDfl. 

^  Month. 

^  Month. 

Pbilad'City, 

300 

3000 

500 

14189 

24823 

do.    Countj, 

200 

1000 

20 

200 

550 

Chester, 

800 

2000 

45 

•iOO 

500 

Backs, 

600 

2000 

15 

200 

360 

Lancaster, 

1200 

5000 

50 

300 

600 

York,    • 

500 

500 

25 

300 

300 

Comberland, 

200 

600 

25 

300 

350 

Berks, 

600 

600 

20 

200 

300 

^Northampton, 

500 

1000 

I5I  100 

And  here  we  emitiot  Irat  make  one  bbserratioii  wbicb  must  strike 
erery  anprejndioed  miod,  vk*,  that  the  emallest  Coantj  in  the  above 
^fooiaBj  tho'  invaded  by  the  Indians  is  assessed  Monthly  sixty  barrels 
of  floor  mor^  than  the  whole  of  a  neighbonring  state^  tfao'  Flour  fa 
the  staple  of  each. 

We  sbeidd  do  violence  to  on?  own  judgments  if  we4iere  to  inform 
Congreas  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  are  of  ability  to  answer 
.Aia  requisition ;  or  that  they  will  be  satisfied  with  such  an  assess- 
neatki  which  they  have  had  no  tepresentation,  and  we  take  this 
oppoTtunity,  with  all  doe  deference  to  your  Honorable  Body,  to^N 
avggest  our  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  an  unqualified  delegation  of 
•Sto  right  of  aiQessing  your  constituents  to  any  Committee  whatever.  • 
.We  are  persuaded  it  will  not  agree  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
lahabitants  of  this  state,  who  have  been  taught  to  reason  on  the 
dootrioe  of  Reprssewtation  as  essential  to  Taxation,  and  fully  under- 
Biand  it  as  the  constitutional  Ground  of  this  Contest. 

Having  thus  informed  your  Hon.  Body  of  the  Arrangements 
made  we  now  proceed  to  stato  the  farther  Measures  taken  to  secure 
Sttooess.  Wishtiftg  to  draw  from  the  People  the  Supplies  by  volun- 
Mxy  Purchases^  &  depending  on  the  Acceptance  of  the  State  Money 
-WW  directed  our  Commissieners  to  forbear  Impressing,  Experience 
'faaving  folly  shown  the  Impoteney  &  Difilculty  of  such  a  Proceedure. 
-B«t  &ding  fipom  the  Embarrassment  stated  &  the  IJissatisfaction  of 
^inany  Parts  of  the  Onnitry  that  the  Progress  was  not  equal  to  the 
JDenand  orour  Wishes  we  issued  the  Proclamation  inclosed,  accom- 
4>aityiBg  it  with  Orders  toO%er8,  civil  &  military,  to  contribute  their 
Aidi  We  have  also«gain  directed  ourOommissioners  to  make  returns 
tfiC  tkm  Aneeedings  ereqr  tw0  weeks  to  the  CaaneH  Board  ft  the 
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Soaid  of  Waf,  wd  Moertaia  m  well  m  the  natato  of  thfrOaievtridi 
admit,  how  each  coald  answer  the  moothly  deauund  aade.   Tin 
Wisdom  of  Googress  will  readily  diaoem  that  nntill  the  State  i^ 
the  Harfett  oe«ll  be  ksown  aay  Oalenlatioii  of  this  Uad  mrnk  hsre 
been  extremely  vague  &  nnoertain.    Providenoe  has  in  this  Respeek 
emiled  upon  jib,  as  the  Crops  are  good  ft  well  got.    One  of  our 
Commissionera  of  Floor  &  Forage  informs  ns  that  after  the  preaeat 
Month  he  is  of  Opinion  that  the  Quota  of  his  County  may  be 
obtained — ^the  others  have  not  yet  made  any  Report    To  ram  ap 
this  Detail  therefore  in  a  few  Words  &  state  our  oentimenta|Weheg 
Leave  to  add — ^That  the  Hay  is  already  procured — a  conodenUe 
Quantity  of  Rum  has  also  been  purchased  ft  delivtered  to  the  Goati* 
nental  uommissarys. — Bacon  is  not  procurable  in  this  State  oa  ai^ 
Terms,  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City  having  even  drawn  their  8appli« 
of  this  Article  from  the  adjoining  States.— Salt  &  Rum  will  depeod 
on  the  Importation — here  we  must  observe  that  the  Rum  demanded 
is  i  of  the  whole  importation  of  the  State. — The  Number  of  Militia 
required  will  we  trust  proceed  to  Gamp  as  the  Inhabitants  diaoover 
gfeaJL  Alacrity  ft  Zeal  on  this  CalL    We  fear  there  will  be  a  D^ 
ciency  of  Waggons  as  this  State  has  borne  the  Burthen  in  STery 
.great  Proportion  during  the  War.    Those  now  with  the  Army  bve 
been  chiefly  drawn  from  henee. — The  French  OoanmiaBary  has  ako 
procured  800  within  it  besides  700  Horses.— But  a  few  pfann  Faeli 
will  show  the  exhsuated  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  this  Axiide  in  a 
clearer  Manner  that  any  Argum^ — ^The  County  of  Lanoaster^  whiflb 
registered  1^  Wa|(goiia  in  the  Year  1777,  does  not  now  prodnee 
500,  ft  other  Counties  in  a  liJce  Proportioft.    Horaas  which  at  tfae 
Boffinning  of  thia  War  sold  for  je&5  now  sell  from  &0  to  £60  spcek 

We  now  close  this  Head  of  Information  with  a  few  Ohaervalioai. 

First,  That  it  deea  not  appear  to  as  to^  be  equitable  to  oonaidir 
States  as  responsible  £or  their  Requisitions  naless  all  publiok  Pu- 
chases  are  in  one  Hand,  either  Continentali  State  or  private  Associa- 
tions*  We  do  not  mean  to  r^ect  upon  the  Coatineatal  Ofioem; 
our  Ezperieace  of  the  Business  has  shown  that  they  have  had  gnat 
JUffioulties;  nor  would  we  discourage  the  kadable  Zeal  of  Indi- 
viduals, much  lesa  would  we  unnecessarily  control  the  Agents  of 
our  Ally  in  their  Purchasee  on  a  puhlick  Account,  but  the  Nanber 
of  Purchases,  the  Variety  of  Money,  ft  the  occasional  lateniixtBre 
of  a  little  Specie  occasions  Oompetitiops  ft  Jeaieusies^  of  which  tki 
Seller  does  not  fail  to  make  his  advantage  at  the  puUick  Sxpeaoa 

Secondly.  If  tho  Number  of  Puiohaaera  ft  Contractors  be  deslnM- 
tive  of  all  Arrangement  ft  Equality,  Uie  sending  Military  Oftcen 
into  the  State  to  impress,  undirected  by  ft  without  a  proper  OomBO- 
nication  with  the  governing  Authority  is  more  ao»  We  are  Tsry 
sensible  that  on  many  Emergencies  the  Exercise  of  aash  Pewen^ 
however  disagreeable  to  the  People,  are  necessary,  as  in  Case  of  a 
sudden  Irruption  of  the  Boomy  on  a  March,  fte.  Bat  wberirer 
MiUtaijy  Amthoritj  is  exerted  so  as  tQ  euye?aede  the  Amagmt^ 
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Blade  by  the  dnl  we  Apprehend  the  Beapoimibility  ef  the  kiier 
ought  to  oease.  Id  the  above  Requieition  thie  State  has  been  called 
on  for  a  great  Number  of  Waggons ;  we  assessed  them  on  the  Conn- 
ties — the  Magistrates  did  the  same  on  the  Townships.  Major  Lse, 
donbtless  aetinff  agreeable  to  Orders,  has  impressed,  in  three  Oo«i- 
ties  only,  two-thirds  of  the  Teams  demanded  from  the  whole  State ; 
two  of  these  are  Connties  so  distinguished  for  their  Attaehmeat  to  the 
Cause  that  we  have  neyer  found  any  Difficulty  in  preeniiag  erery 
Supply  required.  But  the  Waggon  Masters  of  these  Counties  deem 
this  a  Supercession  of  our  Orders.  We  of  eourse  must  deem  our- 
sdTes  discharged  ftom  this  Part  of  the  Bequisition  as  it  is  impraeli- 
eaUe  to  preserve  System  ft  pursue  £zpedieut  at  the  same  lime 
independent  of  &  uacoaneeted  with  each  other^ 

Third  Gen*  Head  of  Inquiry.  What  has  been  done  on  suadrj 
Beeoltttions  for  oalUng  in  tlie  Bills  in  Giroulation  &  emitting  new 
IMls  on  certain  Funds  ? 

Anew.  On  the  first  day  of  June  last  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
adopting  the  Besolution  above  referred  kH-but  with  a  suspending 
Claose  of  ito  Operation  untiU  a  Majority  of  the  States  sboiUd  pass 
Laweof  a  similar  Nature*  An  official  Declaration  from  his  Excel- 
lenoy  the  President  of  Congress  or  the  Delegates  of  the  State  to  the 
Supreme  BzeeutlTc  Council  that  a  Majority  of  the  States  had  passed 
Laws  te  die  above  £ffi^,  would  immediately  give  Efficacy  to  the 
Xjuw  of  this  Slate. 

Fourth  Head  of  Inquiry. 

What  has  becA  done  by  the  Assembly  in  Consequeoit  ef  a  Bequi* 
eition  of  Congress  to  vest  the  Executive  of  each  Stete  with  extra^ 
ordinary  Powers  te  call  forth  the  AUlitary  Besourees  of  the  State  f 
Answer.  The  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  1st  June  kst  passed  a 
Resolve  empowering  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  te  deelMre  Mar- 
tial Iaw  so  for  as  the  same  should  be  conducive  to  the  Advantage 
of  the  State.  And  under  this  Authority  the  Supreme  Bxecntive 
Omineil  did  on  the  9th  Jane  last  declare  Martial  Law  for  the  Puv- 
Mses  of  ProQurittg  Supplies  of  Men  fmr  the  Army  as  appears  by  the 
Proclamation  inoloeed.  And  accordingly  great  numbers  of  HoraeSy 
Waggons,  ^f  have  been  impressed  into  the  Contineotel  Service 
exclusive  of  those  drawn  fordi  by  Military  Authority  independaat 
0t  the  OounciL 

The  last  Bequisition  of  Congress  was  thai  the  executive  Magistrato 
of  each  State  should  correspond  with  the  Committee  at  Camp.  In 
Answer  to  which  we  beg  Leave  to  offer  a  few  Observations  to 
prevent  any  Prejudice  or  Mistake.  And  first  we  do  assure  Congress 
it  was  our  Intention  to  have  corresponded  with  their  Committee  as 
desired,  &  that  we  were  collecting  Information  from  the  Country  to 
give  them  an  accurate  View  of  our  Prospects  of  Supply. — ^Tbat  the 
Members  of  the  Committee  having  been  pocasionally  in  Town  after 
this  Besolution,  one  of  them  havrog  actually  conversed  with  tiie 
President,  &  both  had  the  Opp^  of  luiowing  from  the  Dekgates  of 


4«  PBNNSITLVJtNIA  ARCHIVES  1780. 

'1^6  Stftte  or  the  Oovnoil  at  any  Time  what  were  oar  OpinioM  «r 
CoDJeotttres,  (for  then  wo  could  give  no  more,)  &  neither  of  them 
'Seokrng  farther  Information,  we  natarally  presumed  either  that  tke 
.Qeotlemen  wanted  Information  of  a  more  aooHrate  Kind,  or  tlwk 
>^y  were  satisfied  with  Moh  as  had  been  reieeived.    But  a  few 
Days  elapsed  as  stated  in  a  former  Letter  on  this  Subject,  between 
the  Interview  of  the  Presideiit  of  the  State  &  one  of  the  Oomt&iUee, 
ft  the  Letter  wrote  by  them  from  Gamp  which  gave  Umbrage  to 
the  OouncU. — After  this  another  of  the  Members  remained  in  tbis 
City  a  week  witboat  seeking  any  Information. — What  Gonstnietion 
oonld  reasonably  be  put  on  this  Condact  bat  that  the  Information 
was  not  important  enough  to  be  doagbt-^-4hat  the  Committee  wen 
satisfied,   or  that  they  sought  an  Opp^  to  represent  ihe  State 
unfavorably  to  Gongresa  ft  the  Army.     After  reoeiving  the  Letter 
•frem  the  Oommittoe  of  the        nit.,  the  Goaneil  was  tmanimoaaly  of 
Opinion  not  to  correspond  with  them.     Bat  that  the  pnbiiek  might 
be  guarded  ag*    Inconvenience    or    Banger,   the    most   aeenrate 
Accounts  in  our  Power  were  forwarded  to^  the  Q^  Master  Gen^  ao  far 
as  related  to  his  Depoirtm^  ft  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  generally 
as  soon  as  they  could  be  framed  on  Materials  of  tolerable  Aothen- 
tieity.     They  were  not  in  all  RespecDs  so  partieular  as  those  new 
given  because  we  have  since  received  more  precise  ft  aocorate  infor- 
^flaatioa,-<--And  since  this  Narrative  has  been  begun  we  have  received 
very  encouraging  Accounts  from  Lancaster  ft  York  with  fiespeol  to 
Flour  ft  Forage. 

The  Inft)«iation  required  by  your  Hon.  GomniCtee  seems  rather 
'to  imply  a  Besponsibility  for  ft  Provision  against  any  Disgrace  or 
Disappointment  than  an  Aoquiaition  of  Knowledge  in  order  to  fiieiK- 
tate  ft  procure  Success.  This  is  a  ResponsibiiTty  we  cannot  aasome 
but  we  are  content,  ft  do  pledge  ourselves  to  Congress  to  exert 
every  Power  entrusted  to  us  with  unremitted  Ardour  ft  Industry  in 
the  public  Cause.  We  seek  to  answer  all  reasonable  fizpectatioo  k 
most  earnestly  wish  to  uvoid  every  Thing  which  may  disturb  tbe 
'HaYmonyft  Union  so  necessary  at  this  Time.  In  this  Spirit  we 
.have  given  no  Reply  to  the  Letter  of  your  Committee,  but  made  tf 
full  ft  free  a  Communication  as  was  in  our  Power  where  it  would  be 
^f  the  eame  use  as  with  the  Committee,  and  in  the  ConscioasneBe  of 
having  done  our  Duty  to  the  utmost  of  our  Ability,  we  can  oheeHnHj 
submit  to  the  Judgment  of  the  well  informed  ft  tinprejadioed;  & 
orepose  the  most  peileet  Confidence  in  that  vt  Congress. 
I  remain  in  Behalf  of  the  Council 
Your  ExcciU'  most 

Obed.  ft  very  Hbble  ser. 


PENNSYXTANIA  AECHITE8  1780.  489 

L.  NiooLA  TO  Pre8<  Bbbd^  1780.     m 

ffir, 

I  bave  been  faronred  with  your  EzcelleBcies  of  the  28th  oovering 
a  petition  from  the  Artillery  Comp'^  lately  eommanded  by  Gap* 
Coran. 

Ffom  the  beet  enqoiriea  I  can  make  I  find  for  certain  that  the 
company  has  not  been  clothed  for  this  year,  owing  to  a  pnnctilio  of 
Capt.  Corani  to  which  he  obstinately  adhered  not  to  acknowledge 
himself  in  any  shape  under  the  direction  of  Col.  Flowers,  &  there- 
fore woald  not  receive  clothing  for  his  company  through  that  channel. 

Id  reg^d  of  the  application  to  go  to  camp  I  am  satisfied  the 
company  is  much  more  usefully  employed  here  than  it  can  be  there, 
as  the  greatest  part  of  the  amunition  used  in  camp  is  made  by  it,  & 
if  new  hands  were  to  be  employed  it  would  be  long  before  they  could 
work  to  good  purpose^  beeidea  some  of  them  are  Invalids  from  the 
artillery  reg^ 

Some  inconveniences  arising  from  this  body  of  men  being  under 
the  denomination  of  an  artillery  company  it  has  been  the  intention 
of  the  Board  of  War  to  put  it  pnder  the  same  regulations  as  the 
other  artificers  in  Col.  Flower's  department,  with  the  consent  of  the 
men. 

Permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  Tarn  with  respeoty 

Sir, 

Tour  most  obed*  Serv. 

.     LfiWIS  NICOLA,  T.M. 
»lJulyl780. 

His  Ihccelleney,  the  Piesid*  in  Council. 


GoL.  Sah'l  J.  Atlbb  to  Prb8.  Bbbd,  1780. 

July  30tb,  1780. 
Sir, 

Upon  receipt  of  your  Szoellency's  Letter  of  the  28th  I  imme- 
diately repaired  to  Lancaster  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  fur- 
nishing the  Quota  of  Militia  of  this  County. 

I  fear  the  bringing  them  into  the  Field  will  be  attended  with  great 
difficulty,  as  the  people  apprehended  from  the  Preamble  to  the  late 
Supplement  of  the  Militia  Law,  that  upon  fnmishine  two  men  from 
eaeh  Company  they  were  to  be  eased  of  any  further  Burdens  during 
the  Time  of  Harvest  and  seeding. 

Oottncil  may  depend  upon  my  utmost  Exertions  &  Influenee  to 
Comply  with  the  E^uisttions  of  the  General  &  Congress. 

i'he  iq>pef  Itewnsfaips  of  the  Connty  did  at  fiisl.  apprebend  the 
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Yolanteers  were  to  act  upon  the  Frontier^  bat  upon  t  proper  repr^- 
seiAation  of  the  matter  to  them  they  chearfally  ^ent  them  to  me, 
they  are  not  the  most  deficient.  The  second  Detachment  under 
Lien^  Habley  were  mostly  from  Pazton  &  Hanover,  tboae  from  tke 
Battalion  of  Lebanon  went  the  first  under  Cap^  Hubley.  I  bTe 
prdered  the  othen  in  and  hope  soon  to  reeeive  them. 

I  am  Sir  with  my  respeot  to  Conncil 
Your  ExoelienoySy  most  obedient 
&  very  Hble  Serv*. 

SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 
Directed^ 

His  Ezoellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Slate  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Prbs.  Rbed  to  Gbn,  Washington,  1780. 

D'  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Pavonr  of  the  16th  Inst,  directing  the  March 

of  the  City  Light  Horse,  for  which  the  necessary  orders  will  be  giveii 

A  they  will  proceed  with  all  possiEle  Dispatch.     Upon  the  new  PUd 

of  our  Militia  there  are  Light  Horse  attached  to  the  Troops  of  eTcry 

Go\\nij.    The  short  time  since  this  Plan  haa  been  adopted  has  not 

permitted  a  thorough  Execution,  but  if  your  Excell^  should  be  of 

opinion  they  would  be  specially  useful  I  will  endeavour  to  have  then 

completed  as  soon  as  may  be.     The  Troop  of  the  County  of  Phila. 

is  already  well  mounted  armed  &  in  Uniform.     I  do  assure  yoor 

Excell^  every  Stimulus  has  been  used  to  forward  the  Beeraits. 

According  to  Information  they  are  chiefly  selected  and  only  waats 

proper  Equipment,  but  aa  I  ftmnd  this  was  tedious  in  the  GouQiry  I 

directed  them  to  be  sent  hither  &  they  are  now  coming  in.    I  am  of 

opinion  if  your  Excellency  could  spare  a  few  officers  say  5  or  6  pni- 

dent  &  discreet,  who  could  bear  with  the  oddities  ft  eveu  Bomoiin  of 

the  persons,  with  whom  they  will  have  to  do  it  might  forward  the 

Men,  &  as  it  is  proposed  to  set  about  a  voluntary  additional  lalistp 

ment  as  soon  as  this  is  over  we  are  sanguine  enough  to  beiieie 

acme  Men  might  be  had.    For  this  Purpose  a  few  clever  Sergeants 

wouU  be  of  great  Serviee.     The  spirit  which  your  Bxcell'  seems  so 

much  to  wish,  I  think  is  reoeived  beyond  Expectation.     The  lo»of 

Oharlestowwf  like  many  other  seeming  MiiBfcrtunes  may  perhaps 

heavy  as  it  now  appears  prove  a  real  Blessing  to  America.    A  Meaf- 

«re  has  been  set  on  foot  here  to  establish  a  Bank  which  fiom  the 

Unanimity  with  which  it  is  espoused  seems  likely  to  pi^uce  eos- 

siderable  Advantages  &  Supplies  to  the  Army.     It  waa  at  firrt 

'  constructed  upon  so  narrow  a  scale  as  to  meet  with  Diffiooltiee^  but 

being  since  enlarged,  I  hope  will  prove  a  more  faithful  Souree  tf 

Supply  ifa«  the  oeoasioiial  {Ixpedieiits  from  TIma  to  Time  adofted. 


PSNNBTLVANIA  AB0HITE8  1780.  4T1 

WfcftieT«i<  Meatare  promoies  the  puUiek  Oood  shall  li*?6  mj  Aid 
ft  ConcarreDce  from  wbateyer  Qoarler  it  proceeds. 

The  Ladies  of  the  Place  have  also  caoght  the  happy  GontagioD  ft 
in  a  few  Dajs  M**  Reed  will  have  the  Honor  of  writiDg  to  yon  on 
that  Subject.  It  is  expected  she  will  haTe  a  sum  eqnal  to  £100,000 
to.be  laid  out  aoooTding  to  yonr  Ezoell'ys  Direetioii  (in  the  Absence 
ef  Mrs.  Washington)  m  soch  a  Way  as  may  be  thonsht  most  hon- 
ourable ft  gratifying  to  th^  brave  old  soldiers  who  have  borne  so 
great  a  Share  of  the  Burthen  of  this  War.  I  thongbt  it  best  to 
men  don  it  in  this  Way  to  your  BzcelFy  for  yonr  Consideration  as 
it  may  tend  to  fnrwyd  the  benerolent  Scheme  of  the  Donors  with 
Pispatefc  I  ravst  observe  that  the  Ladies  have  excepted  sneh 
Articles  of  Necessity  as  Gloathing;,  ftc.,  which  the  States  are  bonnd 
to  provide. 

We  have  jort  heard  that  M"  Washington  is  npon  the  Road  to  this 
Oity  so  that  we  shall  have  the  Benefit  of  her  Advice  ft  Assistance 
here  ft  iC  necessary  refer  afterwards  to  yonr  Exoell'y. 

I  am  with  Ithe  greatest  Respect  ft  R^rd,  dear  Sir, 
Yonr  most  obed  &  very  Bbble  Serv. 

July  30th,  17^0,    To  His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington. 


BoAEB  09  War  to  Pr«s.  RssDy  1780. 

War  ofice.  Jnly  31. 1780. 
Pir, 

The  board  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  yonr  Excellency  ft  the 
honble  Connoil,  a  letter  of  die  30th  Jane,  from  Ool.  Broadhead, 
with  its  inclosnres.  • 

Gol.  Broadhead's  apprehensions  of  being  rednced  to  the  neees8i(|y 
of  nelnff  force  te  obtain  provirions,  seem  but  too  Justly  founded. 

The  board  know  not  how  to  supply  him,  unless  it  can  be  done  by 
ycrar  Commissioners  in  that  Quarter  ft  those  of  Virginia.  They  are 
iofbrmed  by  Mr.  McAlister,  an  iaauing  Gom'y.  of  Berklfy  Comfff 
who  appears  to  be  i^ell  acqnainted  with  that  Country,  that  provisions 
enough  can  be  ha4  ^^or  the  Mountains  for  the  Consumption  of  the 
Oarrisen.  If  sq,  to  procure  them  there  would  be  a  most  desirable 
object,  as  it  would  save  immense  expense  of  transportation,  which  in 
acme  articles  will  greatly  exceed  their  cost  beyond  the  Mountains. 

The  board  request  a  return  of  the  inclosed  papers,  ft  your  answer 
on  the  subject  of  provisions  as  soon  as  may  be. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  With  the  highest  respect, 

T'  Excellency's  most  obed.  H'ble  Serv., 
By  order. 

BEN.  STODBBBT,  Seo'y. 
Dtree^fdf 

His  ExceUsncy  f  9Mpb  Beed^  Esq.,  President,  &%  of  Pennsylvania. 
TY«0flic4j,   .     ,:  . 
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DlTMAKB  OF  OOMMITTBE  OF  GONGRBtSS  FOR  SUPPLIBS, 

1780. 

30,000  barroU  of  Flour  Monthly ;  100  to  be  d«  st  Ewton,  1,000 
\i  Goryell's  ferry,  aod  reuHunder  at  E^ston. 

Ibl66,835  beef  or  pork,  to  be  delivered  at  Philadelphia. 

Ib80|000  BacoDi  in  three  equal  diyiaionsi  to  the  Month  of  Sep- 
tember. 

225  Hogsheads  of  Rum  per  month,  da.  at  the  Army. 

9,142  bushels  of  graioi  for  forage,  per  month ;  1500  to  be  delivend 
at  Easton,  1500  at  Coryell's  ferry,  remainder  at  Trenton. 

250  Waggons^  with  harness  oompleat^  four  torses  to  eacL 

1500  Horses,  without  Harness. 
lndor»ed, 

August  Is^  17&0.    Demands  on  tjus  State  bj  tha  Committee  of 
Go-operation  at  Camp. 

Quotas  op  the  several  States  for  1780, 

New  Hampshire,  135,801.        11,200  bund,  beef  at  6  83,   76,S96 

85,643  GaL  mm, 

Massachusets,  744,904.  '56,000  C.  beef, 

«    12,126  6.  salt, 
195,628  Q.  rum, 

Rhode  Island,  58,334.  2,240  G.  beef, 

2,000  B.  salt, 
18,621  G.  mm, 
400  Tons  hay, 

Oonnectiont,  660,268.  78,400  G.  beef, 

1,011  B.  Salt, 
68,558  G.  Rum, 
500  Tons  hay, 

New  York,  229,117.  11,200  G.  Beef, 

13,969  Ba^  flour, 

600  Tons  hay, 

80,000  B.  Com, 

New  Jersey,  299,214.  18,000  C.  beef, 

10,000  Bar*-  flour, 
3,758  B.  salt, 
3,500  Tons  hay, 
30,000  B.  Corn, 

Pennsylvania,  618,772  dollars,  40,000  Bar"  flour, 
is  Je232,039  5  0.  14,189  B.  salt, 

24,423  G.  Rum, 
:  1,700  Tons  hay, 
200,000  B.  Cora, 


.  H, 

59,405 

.  6  83, 
•  8. 
It, 

i^s 

.  6  83 
.  8, 
.  11, 
.  15, 

81,035 
6,000 

.  6  83,636,472 
.  8,          «,03S 
.  11,     114,263} 
.  16,         7,600 

.6  88 
.9, 
.  16, 
•  *, 

,   78,396 

122,721 

7,860 

22,500 

.  6  83 

■.I: 

■  15» 

,  122,940 
90,000 
11,271 
62,500 
22,500 

860,000 
42,567 
40,705 
26,500 

150,000 
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Delaware. 


Maryland,  558,339. 


VirgHiia,  1,047,288. 


27,496 
7,500 
},  18,996J 

6  83,  273,200 
9^  180,000 
15,  3,000 
f,         42,139 


N.  Carolina,  561,146. 


S.  GaroKna,  652,280. 


8,055  Bar»  flour,  at  9, 

600  Tons  haj,    .  15, 
18,662  B.  Com, 

40,000  C.  beef, 
20,000  Bar"- flour, 

.  200  Tons  bay, 
56,152  B.  Com, 

1,0Q0  Hdi-  tobacco,  60,       60,000 

47,000  C.  beef,       .  6  88,  821,010 

1,278  Bar*- flour, 
10,700  B.  salt, 
400  Tons  haj, 
200,000  B.  Com, 
100,000  G.  Rum, 
6,000  Hd^tobMOo,  60, 

49,875  C.  beef, 

15,000  B^  flour, 

4)500  B.  salt, 

800  Tons  bay, 
80,000  B.  Corn, 

16,000  C.  beef, 

52,000  C.  Rioe, 

6,000  B.  ealt, 

120,000  O.  Rum, 

800  Tons  hay, 
80,000  B.  Corn, 


8, 
16, 


11,502 

82,100 

6,000 

150,000 

166,6661 

860,000 

6  83,  340,646^ 
9,       135,000 
3,  13,500 

ife,  12,000 
},         60,000 

6^83, 109,280 
3,  156,000 
8,  15,000 
1*,  200,000 
15,  12,000 
i,         60,000 


Tolal  amount  5,704^464  Sp^  dollars  edled  for  Pennsylvania. 


40,000  barrels  flour, 

14^1«9  Bushels  nit, 

24^4^  ^aUew  Ran, 

1700ToD»iiay, 

2M^0eO«B«kel8  Coed, 


at  9  dollars, 

a     «* 

If    " 

15    << 


10,000  hB^  floor  ia  addition  at  9  doUatii, 


360,000 
42;5e7 
40,706 
26,600. 

150,000 

^18,772 

90,000 


708,772 
Total  of  supplys  called  for  amount  in  Rpanisb  dol^jirs  to  6,704,454 
spanieh  dollars,  one-eighth*  of  which  is  711,807. 

300,000  Inhabitants  in  Peiingylvania. 
8 


2,400,000 
Indorud^ — 1780,  August  1^.  Quotas  of  the  several  states  for  the 
year  1780. 

«  See  p.  467. 
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Gbn.  WASHiKaiov  TO  Fbbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Peeks  KiU^  Aagost  Lrt,  1780. 

I  beg  leave  to  infonn  your  Excellency  that  the  exigency  of  the 
Berrice  tndceff  it  neoessary  for  me  to  call  the  German  BattaUon 
from  Sunbary  to  join  this  army,  &  that  I  most  embrace  the  eirliert 
opportanity  to  transmit  an  order*  for  the  purpose.  I  haye  tboogkt 
it  proper  to  oommonicate  this  to  Yoor  Excellency,  that  yon  may  if 
you  deem  it  esaentiali  supply  its  plaee  by  incorporating,  &  ordering 
a  nnmbor  of  your  militia  to  act  in  thatqaarter.  Had  thereqaisitioii 
of  the  Honorable  the  eommittee  of  Congress  to  the  state  for  men  to 
fill  her  fabttallions,  been  eyeii  nearly  complied  with,  and  which  I 
thought  as  they  did  the  Public  interest  required,  I  should  haye  fore- 
gone the  advantages  whieb  would  have  been  derived  from  the 
service  of  this  Corps  and  continued  it  at  ito  present  station]  bat 
this  not  having  be^n  the  case,  I  am  compelled  to  avail  myself  of  its 
aid. 

I  liftve  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

your  Excellency's 
most  obet.  hum.  servaoi, 
.      .  G«  WASHINGTON. 

His  Excellency  Oovx.  Heed. 


Pbes.  Reed  to  Col,  Nioh.  Lutz,  1780. 

CM.  Nich.  Ltita,  Comm.  of  Pteohasea 
Bit, 

Your  Letter  of  ^he  81  ult  js  nowbefofe  me,  &  has  beeneeiaaimii- 
oated  to  the  Council.  We  have  yet  had  no  anrange»ent  frem  the 
Board  of  War  but  it  is  our  Difection  that  yon  proceed  in  the  Pufohaee 
of  Flesh,  with  state^  money  as  in  the  Que  of  other  Puefaasei  till 
a  ftfther  arrangement  takes  Place. 

'  Ab  theire  is  no  Person  yet  at  Easton  to  take  Charge  of  the  Floor 
you  wHI  keep  it  untill  some  Dilutions  ase  given  at  thel  Plaee,  &  I 
beg  yen  would  use  your  utmost  Industry  to  procure  a  soppl/ 
agreeable  to  the  Directions  you  will  receive  herewith.  Major  Lee 
with  a  Party  ef  Hones  is  at  Easton,  if  yon  find  Difficnltief  is 
executing  your  office  from  the  perveraeness  or  obstinacy  of  Tmot 
you  must  apply  to  him  for  assistence.  It  is  no  Time  for  Ceremooj 
or  Delay.  You  may  purchase  Bye  at  the  Price  you  mention  bat  it 
is  not  so  safe  a  Grain  as  Corn  or  Oato,  yon  will  therefore  Mt 
cautionly. 

I  am  Sir,  your  very  Hbble.  Serv. 

JOS.  KEED. 
/iiior««i,— August  1st  1780. 
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6bk.  Orbbnb  to  Pees.  Rebd,  1780. 

YerplanlfB  point,  Isi  Angwiy  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  your  Exeellency's  favour  of  tbe  19tb  ulto.*  which  I  would 
have  given  an  answer  to  before  this^  bat  as  we  have  been  on  tbe 
march,  and  I  seperated  from  my  papers,  a  great  pari  oi  the  time,  it 
has  be^  out  of  my  power. 

I  understood  by  the  requisitions  of  the  Committee  of  Gongrees, 
that  they  were  sufficiently  expressive  <tf  the  end  and  uses  of  the 
things  required,  being  for  tbe  support  and  organimtion  of  the  army, 
as  the  Quarter  master's  and  Commissary  department  were  nnftiniiafaed 
with  money,  and  consequently  unable  to  nalee  the  neoeseary  pro* 
visions.  I  wish  whatever  the  state  have  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
Quarter  masters  department,  and  whatever  they  may  hereafter  pro- 
vide upon  the  requisitions  that  have  been  made,  may  be  torwaitied 
to  the  army  without  loss  of  time. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  enter  into  a  ealcttkftion  of  the  ability  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  but  I  will  venture  to  assure  your  Excellency, 
that  if  what  has  been  required  of  h^r  is  greater  than  her  abilitief ,  it 
has  arose  from  our  having  too  high  an  idea  of  her  resources,  and 
not  with  a  view  of  drawing  down  upon  her  the  least  imputation  of 
blamo)  or  involving  her  in  any  nnneoessarjr  distress.     Ceio*  Cox, 
Colo.  Stewart,  and  others  were  consulted  in  framing  the  Estimates, 
and  were  elear  in  ofAnioii,  that  the  resources  of  Pennsylvania  were 
fall  equal   to  the  demand  that  was  made.     Whatever  blame  may, 
arise  firom  an  improper  apportionment  upon  the  states,  the  Com- 
mittee olOottgresfl  are  not  chargable  therewith  in  the  least  degree, 
anlesB  their  not  having  made  any  alterations  in  tbe  Estimates  laid 
before  them  is  a  matter  of  blame,  nor  can  I  persuade  myself  that 
there  wie  an  Idea  ef  interested  political  or  party  views  in  the  whole 
of  the  business,  neither  ean  I  suppose  any  thing  was  done  with  an 
i»tenlioii  of  discrediting  the  Councils  and  Government  of  Penn- 
sylvania; and  so  fur  as  I  have  had  any  concerns  in  the  measure,  I 
daciajre  opoft  my  honor  I  have  seen  no  disnoeition  of  the  kind,  and 
I  JiaiMer  myself  there  ia  nothing  in  mv  oonauot,  since  I  have  been  in. 
paUie  life,  eaft!  indues  a  belief,  that!  would  wish  to  do  an  injury, 
•ithet  to  the  state,  or  to  the  men  in  power  at  the  head  of  it.     There , 
were  two  ^neiples  upon  which  the  Estimates  were  grounded,  oue 
VMS  the  ability  «f  tbe  State,  the  other,  the  practicability  of  drawing. 
the articlss  wanted  in  time ;  and  these  two  have  been  the  governing. 
pvinctplee  Ihat  have  guided  the  oonduot  of  those  who  have  had  the 
basinesa  Under  oonsideration. 

It  is  impossible  to  carry  on  a  war  without  oppressing  the  Inhabi- 
tulain  some  degree;  and  however  disagreeable  and  iDconvenient  it 
may  be  to  the  people,  and  to  those  in  power,  a  regard  to  the  com- 

*  See  page  426. 
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mon  good  and  general  safety  will  jnstifj  the  measare;  and  tVotb« 
people  may  be  a  little  restless  &  iiupatieot  in  the  present  hour,  tbej 
will  have  reason  at  a  future  daj,  to  bless  those  who  had  resolutioD 
enough  to  consult  and  persuo  tLeir  true  interest 

From  the  measures  vhioh  have  been  lately  taken  in  Congress  and 
the  letters  that  have  passed  between  me  and  them  upon  the  oceasioQi 
I  do  not  consider  myself  as  acting  offioially  in  this  matter,  butt 
would  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Excellency  to  have  the 
HtMTsea  delivered  to  such  of  the  Deputies  as  have  publio  waggons 
that  have  been  ordered  to  Oamp,  and  that  they  be  loaded,  either 
with  stores  or  forage  aooordiog  as  the  otreamst^noes  may  be.  The 
D>)pntie9  have  been  folly  instructed  with  respect  to  the  articles  that 
are  to  be  forwarded^  and  will  take  their  meaaores  accordingly.  Yonr 
Exoellency  is  too  well  acquainted  with  the  Circumstances  of  the 
Forage  Department  to  need  any  explanation  upon  that  head. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect  your  Exeelleneys, 

most  obedient  Humbl.  servant, 

NATH  G&EENE,  H.  Gen. 

Hb  Exoellency  Qovemor  Beed. 


Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  Likutbnahts  ov  C0UNTIB8,  1780. 

In  Conneil,  Philad%  Angnat  lst»  1780. 
Sir, 

After  having  informed  von  on  the  nit,  thnt  it  wonld  be 

necessary  to  arrange  the  Militia  under  your  direction  so  that 
Classes  might  be  in  readiness  to  march  immediately.  I  cannot  doubt 
but  that  with  your  usual  zeal  and  attention  yon  hwve  proceeded  10 
far.  It  is  now  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  time  is  oome  when 
their  assistance  is  required  to  co-operate  with  the  main  Amy.  Last 
evening  I  received  a  letter  from  His  Excellent^ general  Wa^iagtMi 
to  the  following  import. 

"I  hate  no  scruple  of  announcing  to  yon  that  Neir  York  is  the 
''object  of  my  preparations  and  if  the  respective  states  comply  with 
<^  the  requisitions  made  on  them  there  is  a  well  grounded  hope  of 
«'  putting  a  speedy  and  happy  termination  to  the  War.  I  have  thero- 
"  fore  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  order  the  Militia  of  your  State 
"as  before  required  to  join  the  army  under  my  immediate  oonnaaal 
"  as  soon  as  possible. ''  The  glorious  prospects  held  forth  by  our 
excellent  Commander  in  ehief,  with  the  powerful  sueeoQr  sent  n 
both  by  sea  and  land  by  our  generous  Allies,  the  vigour  and  spnit  of 
our  brave  Continental  Army  cannot  fail  to  animate the>  offieers  under 
your  direction  and  the  people  generally  and  chearfolly  to  tuni  oat 
on  this  occasion  and  co-operate  with  the  main  Army. 

Tho'  I  feel  my  inequality  to  the  Task,  yet  I  cannot  00  this  im- 
portant occasion  but  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  my  station  gires 
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me  to  lead  my  friends  and  fellow  Cltiseng  tq  the  field  partake  of  their 
Toils  and  dan^ra  and  share  with  them  the  honoor  which  I  have  na 
doabt  they  will  acquire.'*'  Their  lives  health  and  comfort  will  be 
objects  of  my  particular  care  and  as  far  as  circamstanoes  will  admit 
every  thing  necessary  for  the  porpose  will  be  provided. 

In  the  mean  time  I  would  recommend  to  every  one  to  come  as 
well  equipped  as  possible  especially  in  the  articles  of  blankets  shoes 
knapsacks  and  canteensj  nor  depend  on  publick  stores  which  by  the 
long  course  of  the  War  are  now  much  exhausted. 

As  soon  as  equipped  they  are  to  March  to  this  Place  with  all 
Expedition. 

The  Regimental  staff  I  would  wish  to  have  formed  as  soon  as 
possible  that  the  Men  may  know  to  whom  to  look  for  their  necessaries. 
Eve^  one  who  brings  his  own  arms  will  be  en  titled  to  receive  a 
Spanish  dollar  or  sixty  Continental  dollars  for  the  use  of  it  during  his 
Tour  of  duty.  Ton  will  also  remember  to  send  your  own  surgeon  & 
Mato.  You  are  by  Lawimpowered  to  draw  forth  Waggons  to  transport 
the  necessary  Baggage  of  the  Troops. 

I  am  Sir^ 

Toor  Obed.  HbUe  ser. 

To  EM)uire  L*  of  the  Ck>anty  of^ 


Pres.  Beed  to  Majob  Les,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  Favour  this  Day  but  cannot  help  believing  it  was 
intended  for  some  other  governing  Officer  of  a  State^  as  I  do  not  recoK 
lect  any  Instance  wherein  the  Officers  of  the  Ann j  or  of  your  Corps 
have  been  neglected  so  as  to  occasion  the  Discontents  you  mention.  * 
If  there  is  any  Thing  in  our  Power  to  add  to  their  Comfort  or  Satis^ 
faction  in  the  Service  it  will  give  us  great  Pleasure  to  carry  it  into 
£x6eBtion  as  both  you  &  they  may  be  assured  that  we  have  a  due 
ICstimation  of  their  Merit  &  Services  &  that  we  are  happy  in  every 
Opportunity  to  give  them  the  most  substantial  Proofs  of  it.  You 
mention  that  yon  have  come  into  this  State  to  impress  Teams  but 
it  has  been  probably  owing  to  the  Hurry  of  Business  that  you  have 
not  been  more  explicit  as  I  presume  you  intended  to  have  done  it 
under  the  authority  of  the  Stats.  I  have  therefore  inclosed  Letters 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Purchases  &  to  the  Waggon  Master  of  the 
State  to  apply  to  you  for  Assbtance  in  executing  any  Orders  of  this 
Nature  which  you  may  have  brought  from  the  Commander  in  Chief 
aa  I  know  of  no  other  Author! tv  out  of  the  State  which  ecMdd  on  any 
'  Foundation  exercise  s«u»  a  Power  o^r  the  Inhabitants  of  the 


I  am  ^tremely  happy  to  hear  you  have  ^me  into  this  State  tft 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  462. 
Vol.  TUL— 21 
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this  Time  as  Itm  persaaded  the  publlck  Serriee  will  leqaire  mm 
thing  more  than  legal  Ooereion  &  I  know  of  no  Officer  or  Corps  in 
whotB  Pmdenoe  ft  Discretion  more  Dependanee  eonld  be  placed.  I 
ahall  be  glad  (o  bear  from  you  frequently  &  if  not  Inconsttteat  to 
know  the  Nature  &  Extent  of  your  Orders. 
And  am  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Sincere  Friend  &  Obed, 
Hbble  Senr. 

JOS.  &EED. 
Directed^ 

Major  Lee. 
Jndarsedj 
AagOBt  1, 1789.    To  Major  Lee  of  I^ght  Horse. 

BOABD  OF  WaE  to    P&B0.  JElBSD|  1780. 

War  Office,  August  ?,  1780. 
Sir, 

Aa  die  fakeasfeiigDr  from  the  fort  pitt  department  is  waiting,  tbe 
board  request  they  may  be  favoured  with  the  opinion  and  determi- 
nation of  your  Excellency  and  the  honourable  Council  relatire  to 
the  subjeot  of  their  letter  of  the  Slst  nit**  and  Col*  Brodhead  inclosed 
therein ;  whose  inlnmation  and  that  of  others  present  no  other  alter- 
native, than  usin^  military  force  in  procuring  provisions  for  that 
garrison  and  its  dependencies,  or  abandoning  all  the  posts  on  tboae 
frontiers;  unlebs  h  eompetent  supply  of  provisions  can  be  fuinisbed 
by  the  commissioners  of  this  state  and  those  of  Virginia. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  Servants. 
In  behalf  &  by  order  of  y  board. 

TIM.  PICKERING. 
Direciedf 
His  fixeelleBoy  IVeaident  Reed. 
WarOffiee. 


Pabs.  Bbbd  xo  Boabo  ob  Wab,  1780* 

In  Oounoil) 

Philad*  Avgnst  2*«  1780. 
Oentlem^  i 

The  Papers  from  Port  PiU  were  laid  befoiB  the  Connoil  yeiln' 
day,  at  a  Time  when  we  had  just  reoeived  Oen.  Washington's  Di^e^ 
lions  to  eaU  out  a  laisa  body  of  Miiitia— -it  has  been  impraeticiUe 
*  3^  page  i71. 
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to  eoDslder  them  with  the  Attention  neeessarj  to  gite  any  Ansver 
in  BO  6hoH  a  Period.  We  haye  had  no  Report  from  oar  Comnne- 
Bioner  in  that  Quarter  since  his  Appointment,  except  that  the  I>eht8 
of  the  Q'  M'  &  OommisBary^fi  Departments  in  that  Conntry  were  eo 
grievons,  &  had  discontented  the  People  so  mnch,  that  he  found  great 
Diffioalty  in  making  Purchases.  We  have  done  every  Thing  in  our 
Power  &  seasonably ;  if  any  Deficiency  has  happened,  we  fear  it  must 
be  imputed  to  the  System^  the  Impracticability  of  which  appears 
eyevj  Day  more  conspicuous.  The  Commissioner  at  Keadiug  has 
wrote  yery  anxiously  for  the  Arrangement  of  that  Post ;  we  must 
entreat  that  some  Regulation  may  be  made  for  the  Issues  at  the 
various  Posts  enumerated  by  the  Commander  in  Chief — as  the 
Demands  are  now  made  &  supplied  without  Rule  or  Measure,  except 
at  Lancaster,  where  the  Supplies  furnished  by  our  Commis^  amounted 
in  May,  to  6608  Rations— in  June,  5625. 

As  soon  as  it  is  possihle  to  consider  &  form  an  Answer  upon  the 
Papers  from  Fort  PHt,  we  shall  return  one — In  the  mean  Time,  we 
can  have  no  Objection  to  the  using  any  necessary  Compulsion,  rather 
than  the  Troops  should  sutfer.  We  feel  &  lament  the  numerous 
Difficulties  which  present  themselves  on  this  Mode  of  supplying  an 
Army,  Knd  as  far  as  is  Sn  our  power,  shall  endeavor  to  obviate  them 
— 4Hit  we  hope  it  irilt  always  be  considered,  that  when  we  undertook 
<Mir  present  Offices,  the  Duties  of  Quarter  Master  &  Commissary 
were  not  included  in  them ;  &  that  from  the  Novelty,  Intricacy  & 
Extent  of  the  Business,  together  with  our  other  Duties^  great  Allow- 
ance must  be  made. 

I  am,  Gent., 

Your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Senr. 
The  Board  of  War. 


Ephraim  Blaine  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Toppan^  August  S^  1780. 
Honoured  Sir, 

The  Consumption  of  Provisions  have  Increased  this  Eight  days 
past,  and  without  the  States  use  four-fold  Exertions,  the  Army  can- 
sot  long  Subsist;  there  is  now  but  Ten  days'  flour  withm  the 
I^eighbourhood  of  Camp,  Kiog's  ferry  &  Morris  Town,  Six  days' 
fiupply  of  Beef,  and  little  or  no  Rum ;  and  what  distresses  me  beyond 
Ineasure,  I  have  this  moment  been  Informed  that  the  Magazine  at 
Benton  is  quite  Exhausted,  and  all  the  flour  &  Rum  there  would 
not  Load  One  Brigade  of  Waggons. 

Supplying  the  French  Army  at  Rhode  Island,  has  held  back  part  of 
the  Supplies  of  Beef  I  had  reason  to  Expect  from  the  Eastern  States; 
this  gives  me  reason  to  doubt  I  shall  fall  far  short  of  a  Sufficiency  of 
that  Article,  without  great  Assistance  from  the  Southward — much 
Dependauce  is  put  on  your  State  for  flour;   therefore,  pray  your 
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Bzoelleney  &  Gomieil  to  give  na  Immeditto  relief  and  erery  ponUe 
Assifllaiioey  else  th'e  Army  mast  undoubtedly  disband  for  vtnt  of 
Snbsistanoe.  Marquis  La  Fayatte  is  j  ust  returned  from  Rhode  Island, 
and  brings  little  News,  Except  the  French  Army  are  in  great  spirits, 
and  with  the  Militia  was  well  prepared  to  haye  received  8ir  Henry 
Clinton  &  his  Army,  had  he  prooeeded  as  was  Expected.  I  BelioTe  the 
army  will  remain  here  several  days.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  T617 
respectfully,  your  ExcellcaicieB  Most  obed'  Hble.  Serv^, 

EPH.  BLAINE,  C.G.  P. 
JDirectedf 

Public  Service. 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  £sq%  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Ephraim  Blaikb  to  Pabs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

King's  Ferry,  8'  August,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Committee  of  Congress  at  Head  Quarters  having  Called  upon 
the  States  to  furnish  Supplies  for  Our  Army,  (during  the  Campaigo) 
which  is  Increasing  fast,  and  makes  the  daily  Consumpti<m  of  Pio- 
visions  very  considerable,  and  will  require  every  posaible  Exertion 
of  the  States  to  keep  them  Supplied.-— 

Your  State  is  requested  to  furnish  five  thousand  barrels  of  floor, 
Two  hundred  &  Twenty  five  hogsheads  of  Rum,  &  166,835  pounds 
of  Beef  ^  Month — there  is  fourteen  Brigades  assembled  in  this 
Neighbourhood,  and  Recruits  hourly  coming  in,  which,  with  tbe 
followers  of  the  Army,  now  Consume  One  hundred  barrels  of  floor 
and  Sixty  five  head  of  Cattle  daily.  The  requisitions  made  by  the 
Committees  of  Congrees  upon  the  respective  States  for  Provisiins, 
are  Calculated  to  supply  Our  Army,  which  is  very  shortly  Expected 
in  the  field ;  and  without  a  speedy  Complyance,  they  cannot  long 
subsist^ — have  in  the  most  pressing  terms  to  beg  your  Excellency 
and  Council  to  press  the  State  Contractors  to  use  every  possible 
means  to  facilitate  their  respective  Purchases,  and  forward  thefloari 
Rum  agreeable  to  the  Orders  of  the  Committee.  Tbe  Beef  Cattle  will 
be  received  by  Cap*  Little  at  Philadelphia,  whom  I  have  appointed 
to  Superintend  that  Business,  and  forward  them  by  Drovea  to  Head 
Quarters.  I  shall  be  happj  in  Adopting  any  measure  which  will 
make  the  delivery  of  Supplies  Easey  for  your  State. 

Onr  sudden  March  from  Prackness  in  Jersey,  to  this  place,  made 
me  Conclude  that  a  very  few  days  would  bring  us  into  New  York; 
but  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  speedy  return  from  his  Intended  Expedition 
to  Rhode  Island,  has  prevented  his  Excellency  General  Washington 
from  proceeding  further.  We  are  now  recrossing  North  Ri? er,  and 
going  to  take  post  near  Dobb's  fcrry^  which  is  about  Eighteen  Jtfilas 
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below  this  plaee;  and  I  prefluine  we  shall  remain  there  until  the 
Arriyal  of  the  Second  DiTision  of  the  French  Fleet 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  EBteem^ 

Yonr  Excellencies  most  obed*  hble.  Sery^^ 

EPH.  BLAINE,  0.  Q.  Poreh*. 
Direeiedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  JSeed,  Esq'. 


Pebs.  Bbbb  to  Geobgs  Qillebpib,  1780. 

Aug.  3d,  1780. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Hatlaek  being  in  Congress  has  laid  joor  Letter  before  as,  Bat 
we  are  clearlj  of  Opinion  that  the  Besolation  of  Congress  being 
passed  before  regular  GK>7emnient  were  established  &  tending  to  con- 
trol the  internal  Polioe  of  those  States  cannot  under  such  a  Change 
of  Circumstances  avail  you  as  an  Excuse  for  Non  Payment  of  your 
Militia  Taxes— The  Laws  of  the  State  must  be  the  Bale  of  Conduct 
for  thoee  who  li?e  under  its  Power  &  Protection  to  which  you  will 
do  well  to  pay  a  cheerful  Obedience — Aa  to  any  Acts  of  Oppression 
eomplained  of  the  Laws  are  open  to  any  one  who  esteems  himself 
]njored--4o  thorn  we  recommend  you  to  apply  for  Bedress,  It  being 
impossible  for  the  Sunreme  Executire  Council  to  administer  Justice 
to  evexy  Indindual  who  is  or  thinks  himself  injured  by  any  of  the 
Offioers — ^If  the  Laws  are  deemed  grievous  you  have  a  Bight  to  leave^ 
the  State  in  which  we  shall  give  you  our  Concurrence  so  far  as  is 
necessary — ^we  doubt  not  the  Libwty  &  Lidependence  of  the  Country 
being  so  near  established  all  those  who  have  continued  here  waiting 
Changes  favourable  to  the  British  Govemm*,  &  their  own  Wishes 
&  in  the  mean  Time  reluctantly  obeying  the  Laws  of  the  State  ft 
embarassing  the  publick  Measures  as  far  as  was  consistent  with 
their  own  personal  Safety  &  who  shall  now  withdraw  from  the  County 
will  soon  be  replaced  by  Persona  of  a  difierent  Disposition  & 
Character. 

I  am  sir, 

your  Obd.  HbbL  Serv«, 

£idor§edf 

To  Mr.  George  Gillesj^e  Bucks  County. 
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PfiE8.  BSBP  TO  Gbn'L  WABHINOTONy   1780. 

Fbilad.^  Aug.  3, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  An  to  acknowledge  yomr  ExcelU'*  Favour  of  the  27th  nit,  call- 
ing  for  the  Militia  of  this  State  to  join  the  main  Army  ns  soon  aa 
possible — with  which  we  shall  moat  chearfolly  &  readily  comply. 

On  the  12  June,  the  Militia  of  the  City  &  four  lower  Counties 
had  orders  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  Momenf  s 
Warning— On  the  arrival  of  the  French  Fleet,  Orders  were  immedi* 
ately  dispatched  over  the  Susquehanna  the  Bxeoution  of  which  I^hope 
by  this  Time  is  considerably  forwarded.  I  have  appointed  the  12*^ 
of  this  Month  for  them  to  rendesvous  at  Trenton  except  such  as 
take  the  upper  Route.  I  flatter  myself  there  will  be  as  much  nunctn^ 
ality  as  can  reasonably  be  expected  from  the  Regularity  of  tndia- 
«iplined  Troops.  Sbcrald  any  Thing  interesting  oecur  I  shall  nol 
fail  to  give  your  Bxeelk  Notice.-^ 

I  must  also  beg  leave  to  mention  that  our  purchasing  Oomnis- 
Mries  represented  to  us  that  in  many  Places  where  we  are  directed 
to  deposit  Flour  k  Forage,  agreeable  to  your  Excell'*  Anrasgenent 
there  are  no  Persons  to  receive  it — and  that  there  is  a  siittiltf  Con* 

1  plaint  of  the  Teams  ordered  out  no  Person  being  appointed  or  at 
east  chusing  to  receive  &  issue  the  Forage  necessary  for  Ibeir 
Passage.  The  system  necessarily  implies  a  Receiver  diffaremt  from 
the  Porchaaer  the  latter  delivering  on  Aoc*  of  the  State  &  the  other 
reoeivinff  in  Behalf  of  the  Continent — &  also  that  the.  Flour  te  to  ho 
receivable  by  the  Commissary— &  Forage  by  the  Q'  Master  At  fi^aton 
where  we  have  been  directed  to  depout  a  oonsiderable  Quantity  of 
Flour  &  Forage  there  is  no  Person  to  receive  or  Stores  to  lodge  it^ 
the  same  upon' the  Susquehanna.  A  Letter  has  also  been  commnni- 
cftted  to  us  from  Mr.  Fnrman  at  Trenton,  representing  tilat  the 
Teams  sent  him  from  this  State  are  unnecessary  &  indeed  embantf- 
sing  as  he  was  then  actually  discharging  voluntary  Teams  for  want  of 
Hay  &  Pasture  &  Pay,  k  expressly  declaring  that  if  supplied  with 
these  Articles  he  can  do  tlie  Transportation  with  the  Teams  of  the 
State  in  which  he  lives. 

The  sending  these  Teams  out  xjf  the  State  together  with  those 
precur'd  for  the  French  Troops  will  be  very  heavily  felt  in  the  next 
Tear's  Crops,  we  submit  chearfuUy  to  this  if  indispensably  necessary, 
but  your  Excell'*  Discernment  will  easily  point  out  the  difficulties  k 
Discontents  that  will  ensue  if  the  Facts  are  as  stated  by  those  Oen- 
tlemen  on  whose  Veracity  we  believe  the  greatest  Dependanoe  can  be 
placed.  We  are  informed  that  a  farther  Demand  of  Teams  to  the 
Am6unt  of  1066  is  to  be  made  on  this  State,  we  should  be  wanting 
in  Duty  to  the  publick  as  well  as  Justice  to  your  Excels  not  to 
take  the  first  Opp^  to  inform  you  that  we  do  not  think  it  pr&etieable 
to  comply  with  it,  the  Letters  we  receive  from  the  Waggon  Masters 


.  wBBQte  viT  of  the  greatest  Diffionlties  in  perforaitDg  fomer  orden— 
the  Nnmber  of  Teams  in  the  State  is  greatly  raboady  lAHoaster 
Oountj  which  formerly  registered  1700  now  does  not  reffister  500  ft 
many  of  those  are  ordinary,  some  of  the  other  Counties  have  de- 
clined in  a  greater  Proportion.     We  must  intreat  yonf  Ezcelk  to 
belieye  thai  it  is  with  real  Seluctanoe  we  decline  any  Beqniaition 
becanse  we  are  perswaded  yon  woald  not  make  any  which  yon  did 
not  deem  necessary,  but  we  dare  not  mislead  in  Points  of  so  great 
Conseqaence  or  give  Expectations  where  we  have  no  solid  Ground' 
to  go  upon.   The  present  Besouroea  &  Ability  of  this  State  are  greatly 
exaggerated  whether  thro  Ignorance  or  Design  is  not  so  material* 
The  Prices  given  in  Specie  are  the  most  undeniable  Proofs  of 
it.    The  Horses  purchased  by  the  French  Commissary  tho  not  of 
ihe  first  Quality,  have  on  an  Average  cost  J^OO  each.    Hia  Waggons 
are  engaged  on  a  like  Scale.    The  Jostice  of  our  Aemarks  must 
appear  more  clearly  when  your  Excellency  reooUeota  tbU  the  Army 
has  been  chiefly  supplied  with  Horses  &  Waggons  from  thia  State 
during  the  War,  that  the  most  of  them  now  attached  to  the  Army 
are  drawn  from  this  State.    The  Q'  Master  yesterday  declared  that 
half  of  all  the  sunpliea  furnished  the  Army  (imported  Articles  ex- 
cepted) had  been  arawn  from  this  State  for  Uiree  Years  past  These 
Cireomstances  cannot  fail  of  making  a  due  impresaiou  on  your  Excell' 
ft  convincing  you  that  our  Bepresentations  on  this  Subject  are  not 
the  Sesult  of  Indisposition  to  comply  with  reasonable  fiequests  but 
proceeding  from  a  Knowledge  of  the  real  State  of  the  Country  ft 
certainly  deserve  more  Consideration  than  those  of  Persons  who  if 
free  from  the  Suspicion  of  Partiality  or  sinister  Views  moat  be  ad- 
mitted to  be  ignorant  of  the  Circumstances  of  the  State.    It  is  to 
OS  incomprehensible  that  any  should  be  found  who  would  undertake 
to  estimate  the  Ability  of  a  State  whose  EJaowladga  extends  no 
fartber  than  the  Bounds  of  the  City.     But  we  depend  on  your  Ex- 
00117^  Candour  Discernment  ft  Impartiality,  ft  hope  you  will  do  us 
the  justice  to  believe  that  as  nothing  has  been  omitted  so  we  shall 
oontinae  our  exertions  in  the  publick  Service  with  unremitted  At- 
tention. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  respect  and  Regard, 

your  Bzeell'  most  Obed.  BbbI  Sen* 
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Col.  Samubl  J.  Atlek  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Lancaster^  Angt  4th^  1780. 
Sir, 

I  bave  isfUdd  tbe  orders  for  tlie  immediate  boldiog  In  readiness 
tbe  three  first  Classes  of  the  militia  of  this  County.  The  people 
complain  londly  that  the  Connties  of  Chester/  York,  and  Cumber- 
land have  not  done  eqnal  duties  with  the  County  of  Lancaster,  and 
appeal  to  the  Law,  which  provided  that  no  County  shall  be  called  to 
service  untill  tbe  other  Counties  in  the.  State  have  performed  their 
equal  Tours.  I  shall  nevertheless  proceed  with  the  utmost  YigOTyand 
endeavour  to  AilfiU  the  wish  of  Couneill.  I  have  this  minute  reed, 
a  line  from  the  Honble.  the  Vice  president  with  a  paokett  of  40 
Besolntions  for  the  Recruiting  service  which  I  have  distributed  to 
the  difierent  Battalions.  Give  me  leave  to  observe,  Sir,  that  few  men 
will  credit  us  nntill  their  arrival  at  Philada.  your  Excellency  must 
know  well  the  disposition  of  Recruits,  that  nothing  satisfies  short  of 
the  monies  promised  upon  their  entering. 

I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  upon  proper  encouragement,  and 
a  sum4)f  hardmoneyplaced  in  my  hands,  1  could  procure  a  grett 
many  good  men  in  this  County,  much  fitter  for  the  service  than  the 
idle  lurking  fellows  to  be  found  about  the  Wharves  of  Philad.  I 
always  found  the  Philad.  Recruits  the  worst  sent  into  the  army,  I 
look  upon  one  sprightly  young  fellow  from  the  Country  wwth  two  to 
be  found  in  Cities. 

The  reward  of  two  Hundred  dollars  upon  the  Delivering  of  the 
Recruit  at  the  Barracks  will  not  procure  any  from  the  Country,  no 
provision  being  made  for  the  subsistance  untill  such  delivery  nor  for 
the  Expence  of  traveling — ^in  both  which  articles  two  Hundred  dollars 
will  go  but  very  little  way, 

I  am  Sir,  with  he  highest  Respect, 

Your  Exoelloncy's  most  obedient, 

and  very  Hble  Servt. 

SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 

On  publick  servioe. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Pbb8.  Bbbd  to  BBia.  Gbk.  Jambs  Pottbr,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  General  has  called  for  4000  militia  to  co-0]>erate  with  the 
Main  army  in  an  attack  on  the  City  of  New  York,  in  Conjanction 
with  our  allies  who  have  arrived  at  Rhode  Island^  forming  a  most 
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i:e8p6cUbIe  Force  both  by  sea  &  Laiid,  Your  Ezperienoe,  Jvdgenieiil 
&  activitj  will  be  of  great  service  to  the  Couotrj^  on  this  Occafiion. 
&  peculiarly  so  to  me.  II  therefore  it  is  possible  for  ^ou  to  come  I 
ahall  be  glad  to  see  jou  as  soon  as  joa  can  consistent  with  the  service 
wbicb  I  must  request  you  to  undertake  on  the  Way.  We  have 
called  for  the  Militia  from  Camberland,  &  York,  which  we  bopc  you 
will  forward  as  soon  as  may  be  or  rather  we  Lope  you  will  bring 
them  down  with  you,  wo  shall  endeavour  to  get  OTcry  Thing  in 
Readiness  here,  I  expect  to  leave  this  Place  12 tb,  Inst.  &  shall  be 
imptient  to  see  yon  as  soou  as  is  consistent  with  the  Mature^  & 
Utility  of  the  service* 


FUBS.  Bud  70  BoijtD  or  Wab,  1780. 

Gentlemen,. 

Having  as  soon  as  in  our  Power  considered  the  Papers  sent  us  fhmi 
Fort  Pitt,*  we  now  return  them  agreeable  to  your  Request  with  such 
InformalioD  on  this  subject  as  will  comply  with  your  Request;  &  if 
any  Thing  is  omitted  will  chearfully  supply  it. 

Soon  after  the  Resolve  of  Congress  calling  on  the  state  for  specl* 
fiotk  supplies^  the  Assembly  passed  an  Act  em{>oweru9g  us  to  appoint 
Qommissioners  in  ( he  several  Counties  to  carry  it  into  £zecttCion.  On 
tbedd^april,  among  others  we  appointed  Samuel  Lron,  for  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  &  John  Allen  for  the  County  of  Weetmore^ 
land  having  Fort  Pitt  in  Contemplation  a3  an  Object  of  their  Atten-* 
tion — Soon  after  we  received  from  the  Gen.  an  arrangement  of  these 
supplies  a  Copy  whereof  we  lately  sent  you,  we  immediately  for* 
warded  Direotions  thereupon  to  those  Gentlemen,  with  orders  to 
make  a  monthly  Return  of  their  Proceedings,  &  sent  at  the  same 
Time  a  sum  of  Money.  We  have  not  heard  from  either  of  the 
Gentlemen  since,  but  suppose  the  Continental  OfiScers  who  had  the 
Care  of  forwarding,  I&  issuing  the  supplies,  had  drawn  from  them 
what  was  necessary.  *But  we  have  now  wrote  to  them  impressing 
the  Necessity  of  exerting  themselves  for  the  Relief  of  the  PosU  £ 
directing  a  monthly  supply  on  the  following  Scale  Cumberland  to 


Jorn,  WO  Gall,  of  Whiskey 

the  General's  Arrangement  as  we  can  make  it  The  Difficulty  of 
Tran^ortation  was  represented  last  Spring  to  the  General,  &  a  Cal- 
culation of  Ezpenee  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  Carriage  would 
far  exceed  the  original  Price  of  the  articles,  &  we  thought  it  necessary 
that  some  Continental  arrangement,should  be  formed  on  that  Head  as 
the  system  could  not  justly  or  fairly  be  expended  so  as  to  throw  that 
Burthen  on  the  State.  We  received  an  answer  signifying  his  sense  , 
of  the  Difficulty,  but  also  containing  an  Intimation  that  ne  did  not ' 

*  See  page  Alh 
21* 
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066  tbe  B6medy.  We  still  think  it  highly  important  as  itis  euj  16 
see  from  the  Nature  of  that  Transportation  that  it  cannot  he  effected 
by  the  state  and  be  reasonably  included  in  the  system  of  8pe<nfick  sup- 
plies. The  ImpracticahDity  of  this  system  we  think  will  soon  be 
obvioQS  with  Respect  to  the  Posts,  &  situations  within  our  Beteh, 
but  as  to  them  at  so  mat  a  Distance  it  must  be  absolutely  so  ft  ^l  .we 
fear  unless  altered  be  attended  with  ruinous  Gonsequenoes.  How- 
ever we  shall  do  every  thine  in  our  Power  to  supply  as  far  as  we  can. 
We  have  sent  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Lvon  by  an  Express  going  off  tbis 
afternoon,  we  enclose  one  to  Mr.  Allen  with  some  blauklRetarDs  direct- 
ing him  in  the  same  Manner  to  exert  himself  and  throw  in  the 
aid  of  the  County. 

I  am  Gent. 


Indarsedj 

.  Aug.  4th|  1780. 


Your  obed.  Hbble.  Serv. 


Pbbs.  Rbbb  to  Genl.  Geo.  WASHtNOTOK,  1T80. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  Ult. ,  signifying  your  Intentions  to  call  (ihe 
German  Regiment  from  the  Frontiers  of  this  State,  has  been  dniy 
received.  As  your  Exoell^  is  the  best  Judge,  k  has  an  undoubted  Right 
to  direct  the  Operations  of  every  Branch  of  tbe  American  Army  to  that 
Point  where  you  shall  deem  them  most  useful,  it  is  our  Duty  to  aoqai* 
esce  in  this  Measure ;  8c  tho'  it  probably  may  at  €r8t  be  dbtressing 
to  the  inhabitants,  we  shall  endeavor  to  reconcile  them  to  it  as  a 
necessary  &  proper,  though  an  unexpected  Event.  We  esteem  it 
as  a  very  great  Misfortune,  that  our  earnest  &  unremitted  Endeavonn 
to  fill  up  the  Line  of  this  State,  &  answer  your  Excell^^  Expectations! 
have  not  been  more  deserving  your  Approbation — we  are  still  iaditf- 
triously  persevering  to  call  in,  frotn  the  distant  Counties  &  elsewbere 
Men  for  this  Purpose.  The  most  remote  Parts  will,  in  a  little  Time, 
we  trust,  send  forth  Men  to  the  Army — they  are  directed,  enjoined 
&  encouraged  so  to  do;  ft  in  all  Events,  however  our  well  meant 
Designs  &  real  Exertions  may  not  be  sufficiently  known,  or  properlj 
understood,  we  are  conscious  of  having  done  every  Thing  in  oni 
Power  to  promote  the  Interests  of  our  Country,  &  if  a  due  Esthnate 
was  made  of  the  Men  furnished  by  this  State,  from  the  Beginning 
of  the  War  to  this  Time,  we  flatter  ourselves  that  few  States  in  tbe 
Union  would  appear  niore  meritorious.  In  Attexltion  to  our  Oflicen 
&  Men  to  make  them  easy,  comfortable,  &  of  respectaUe  Appearance; 
It  supplying  the  great  Departments  of  the  Army,  &  in  filling  the 
Loan  Offices,  no  State  can  pretend  a  Competition  with  this.  We  do 
not  make  these  Comparisons  as  blaming  others;  they  have- doubtless 
done  to  the  utmost  of  their  Abilities ;  but  we  think  it  our  Duty  to 
guard  against  the  Suggestions  of  Error^  which  seem  likely  to  lead  to 
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Oon0eqnence8  very  njorions  to  the  oommon  Ganse.  Ovr  Union 
hitherto  has  heen  onr  Strength  ;  &  should  we  form  an  j  nnfortunate 
Oonstmotions  of  each  other's  Gondoct,  Ml  into  unkind  or  unchari- 
table Gonclusions,  it  may  tend  to  discourage  the  willing  &  active^ 
depress  the  timid — &  gi^e  Hope  to  our  Enemies.  Gould  we  lay  a 
true  &  complete  State  of  the  Exertions  of  Pennsyla.  before  your 
Szoell'y  we  should  tiaTO  nothing  to  apprehend— but  we  are  persuaded 
yon  are  too  just  to  permit  Impressions  to  be  made  from  yague  ft 
partial  Representations. 

Jndoriedj  # 

August  5, 1780. 


Pass.  Bbkd  to  Wm.  Ambbbson^  1780. 

Phikd.^  Aug.  5. 1780. 
Sir, 

Early  in  the  Summer,  we  forwarded  an  Appointment  to  you  as 
Gommifls'  of  Purchases  for  the  County  of  Westmoreland,  with  a 
Sum  of  State  Money  to  carry  them  into  Effect.  Knowine  bow 
important  Fort  Pitt  was  to  the  Western  Country,  we  flattered  our- 
selyes  you  would,  before  this  Time,  have  informed  us  what  Supplies 
you  could  furnish  for  that  Post,  ft  acquaint  us  with  your  Views, 
Situation  ft  Prospects.  We  have  had  very  alarming  Accounts  ttom 
Col.  Broadhead,  intimating  the  Danger  of  his  being  obliged  to  evac- 
uate this  Post,  in  consequence  of  a  Scarcity  of  Provisions.  The  great 
Difference  of  his  being  supplied  by  the  Country  beyond  the  Moun- 
tains, would  necessarily  incline  us  strongly  to  wish  jou  would  makd 
the  most  powerfal  Exertions  for  that  Purpose,  ft  we  istreat  yon  so 
to  do.  If  the  Continental  Money  would  answer  your  Purposes  better 
than  the  State,  we  will  endeavor  to  mix  it.  Having  already  quota'd 
the  Counties  within  the  State,  we  must  do  the  same  by  yours ;  ft 
do  therefore  direct  you  to  supply  the  Garrison  with  Fifty  Barrells 
of  Flour,  500  Bushels  of  Indian  Com,  ft  100  Gallons  of  Whiskey  ^ 
Jlontb.  After  the  plentiful  Harvest  which  has  been  gathered  in 
that  County,  as  we  are  informed,  we  hope  no  Difficulty  will  occur  to 
prevent  your  getting  this  Supply — But  if  there  does,  you  must 
impress  it :  We  have  no  other  Means  of  effecting  it,  ft  we  trust  we 
shall  stand  both  excused  ft  justified  in  taking  this  Measure  if  Indo- 
lence or  Avarice  interpose  their  baneful  Influence. 

We  send  you  Blank  Returns,  both  for  the  Purchases  ft  Delivery 
which  we  shall  be  glad  you  would  fill  up  occasionally  ft  send  them  to 
the  Council  ft  the  Continental  Board  of  War,  that  we  may  have  as 
perfect  an  Account  of  the  State  of  Matters  as  may  be.  If,  from 
Circumstances  unknown  to  us,  the  Post  cannot  be  supplied  beyond 
the  Mountains,  you  will  do  well  to  give  M'  Lyon  the  earliest  Notice, 
that  he  may  pay  ti  piroper  Attention  to  it.     He  is  the  Purchasing 
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Commissaiy  of  Oamberlaiid.    The  great  Dbtaoee  of  the  Patts,  Ao 
manj  important  &  interesdiig  Objecte  in  this  part  of  the  Wot\d, 
neoeeaarily  oblige  na  to  leave  much  to  your  DieeretioD,  Activity  & 
Judgment ;  we  hope  yea  will  leave  ua  nothing  to  report  on  Uus 
'  Head.    M'  Soott  k  the  other  Gentlemen  of  Inflaeaoe  in  the  Ooui^, 
will,  we  are  persuaded;  give  yo«  all  poasible  Asnstanoe.    Ton  vili 
also  do  well  to  keep  up  a  oonstant  Intereonrae  with  GoL  Broadheii 
We  hope,  with  the  Blessing  of  Providenoefr  the  kind  Asmstenee  Beat 
ns  by  oar  Allies,  that  great  Things  may  be  done  this  Sommer  for 
de]iyerina.oar  Ooantry  from  the  Calamities  of  War ;  the  good  Effaeti 
of  capitaTSoocess  here,  will  extend  to  yonr  County,  &  relieve  joa 
from  the  Distresses  you  have  experienced  for  some  Time.    I  hiTo 
also  the  Satisfaction  of  informing  yoa,  that  the  Legislatare  of  Vir- 
ginia has  sent  an  Official  Confirmation  of  the  Line  ran  by  the  Com- 
missioners in  1T79 ;  ao  that  we  may  ooigratalate  the  good  People 
of  the  Coanty  on  the  happy  Prospect  of  internll  Peace,  if  they  vill 
vigoroaslj  ezwt  themselves  ag^  the  common  Enemy. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Ohed.  &  voy  Hbble.  Servt 


Coil.  John  Pipsb  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Bedford  County,  Aug*  6*S  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  3'  of  June"*^  with  the  Blank  Commissions  have 
Been  duly  Recev'.  Since  which  we  Have  been  anxiously  employed 
in  raising  our  quota  of  Pennsylvania  Yolanteers  and  at  the  Saioe 
time  defending  our  fronteers,  but  in  our  Present  shattered  Situation 
a  full  Company  Cannot  be  £xpected  from  this  County  when  a  num- 
ber of  our  Militia  Companys  are  Intirely  Broke  np  and  whole 
Townships  Layd  waste.  So  that  the  Comunication  betwixt  our 
nper  and  Lower  districts  is  Entirely  broke,  and  our  apprebeDtiou 
of  Emediate  Danger  are  not  lesson'  But  Greatly  Agravated  bj  a 
most  Alarming  stroke.  Cap^  Philips,  an  Experienced  good  woods 
man  Had  Engaged  a  Company  of  Rangers  for  the  epace  of  two 
HoDths  for  the  Defence  of  our  fronteers,  was  Surprisd  at  His  Post 
on  Sunday  the  16th  July,  when  the  Capt.  with  Eleven  of  His  Com- 
pany wore  all  taken  and  Killd.  When  I  Recev*^  the  IntelligeDce, 
which  was  the  day  following,  I  marched  with  only  ten  Men  directly 
to  the  Place,  where  we  found  the  House  Burnt  to  Ashes,  with  sun- 
dry Indian  Tomahawks  that  had  been  Lost  in  the  action,  But  foand 
no  Person  Kill**  at  that  Place.  But  upon  taking  the  Indian  tracks, 
within  about  one  Half  mile  we  found  ten  of  Cap*  Philips'  Compaoj 
with  their  Hands  ty'  and  Murdered  in  the  most  Cruel  Manner., 

This  Bold  Enterprise  so  Alarmed  the  Inhabitants  that  oar  whole 
fronteers  were  upon  the  point  of  Giveing  way,  but  upon  Aplieatioo 
to  the  Lieu*  of  Cumberland  County  He  Hath  sent  to  our  Afiaistaace 

*  See  page  297. 
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ond  Oompftiiy  of  the  Ponnj"  vokftteers,  which^  with  the  volftDteere 
Baisd  in  our  own  County  Hath  bo  EneourBged  the  Inhabitauts  that 
they  seem  Determind  to  Stand  it  a  Little  Longer.  We  hope  our 
Condaet  will  Receve  your  Approbation,  and  yon'l  pleat  to  aprove  it 
By  Sending  yonr  Special  order  to  our  County  CommiaBioner  to  fur- 
nish these  Men  with  Proviaions  and  other  neceaaarya  untill  Suoh 
times  as  other  Prorisions  Can  be  made  for  our  Defence.  As  Colo- 
Bel  Smith  will  Deliver  this  I  Beg  Leave  to  Recommend  yon  to  Him, 
as  He  is  verrey  Capable  to  Give  full  Satisfaction  to  you  in  Every 
Particular  of  our  Present  CiroumstanceSi 
I  have  the  Honor  Uy  be 

with  all  Due  Respect, 

your  Ezcellancys  Most  obed* 

and  verey  Humble  serv^ 
JOHN  PIPER. 

N.  B.  As  Colonel  Smith,  the  Bearer,  promises  to  take  Particular 
Care  of  what  May  be  Committed  to  His  Care  By  Council  for  the 
use  of  this  County,  yon'l  therefore  Fleas  to  Deliver  Him  for  the 
use  of  this  County  tb^,foUowing,^rtickIes,  viz. : 

Five  Hundred  w*  of  Powder  and  Lead  in  Proportion. 

One  thousand  Gun  flints. 

One  dozen  falling  Axes* 

Six  Camp  kittles. 

i  Rheam  Writing  Paper. 

As  we  are  mutch  Distressed  for  want  of  the  above  Particulars 
yonr  Complyance  will  be  a  means  of  encouraging  what  Remains  of 
the  County  to  Stand  thi3  Season,  as  allso  Serving  the  Publick  &  he 
who  has  the  Honour  of  subscribing  himself  as  Before, 

J.  P. 
JDirectedj 

On  Publick  Service. 
"     His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  Precedent  in  Conncil. 

P^  favour  of  Colonel  Thomas  Smith. 


Conrad  Ereideb  to  Pres,  Bsed,  1780, 

J^Wi  Tow:^hip,  Northampton  County, 

Aug*'  6,  1780. 
May  it  please  your  Worships, 

When  I  Received  your  orders  to  me  from  the  25th  of  July  last* 
for  making  up  the  Teams  required  in  the  orders  of  this  County,  and 
for  Buying  the  one  Hundred  Horses,  I  began  to  Execute  the  orders 
imediately,  but  soon  found  that  I  could  not  get  any  by  the  directions 

*  See  page  445. 
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I  had,  for  the  owners  of  Hones  would  set  their  own  priee.    I  then 
Notified  all  the  Jnstioes  of  the  County  to  meet  on  the  5th  o!  this 
month  to  Assist  me.     At  the  same  time  in  Notifying  the  Jastioefl  t 
new  demand  came  from  his  Exoelleney  General  Washington  by 
Major  Lee  with  a  party  of  the  light  Dragoons,  for  one  Hnndred  four 
Horse  Teams  and  twenty^fonr  Horses  more,  either  to  make  tlkem 
Voluntarily  in  a  short  time  in  this  County,  or,  aoeording  to  his  orderB) 
to  Impress.  He  likewise  (the  sai^  Major  Lee)  oame  to  onr  meeting, 
and  all  the  Justices  of  each  Township  in  the  County  so  notified  met 
on  the  day  appointed  at  the  very  hoar,  and  unanimously  undertook 
to  make  up  the  said  one  Hundred  Teams  and  twenty-four  Hemes, 
laid  a  Quota  on  each  Township  for  the  same,  and  likewise  for  the 
one  Hundred  Horses  above  mentioned,  and  to  have  all  the  Teems 
to  go  this  Week,  and  the  twenty-four  Horses.     But  to  acquaint  the 
Honble  the  President  and  Council  about  the  Conductors  which  I 
must  have  to  each  Brigade  of  Waggons  and  likewise  to  all  the  said 
Horses;  none  will  undertake  to  go  without  knowing  a  certaintj  of 
wages  what  to  have,  and  will  not  go  without  eood  wages.    8o  like- 
wise the  drivers,  of  which  the  most  part  I  shall  be  obliged  to  inlist 
and  to  pay  one  month  advance ;  and  none  of  the  Conductors  will 
nor  can  go  without  some  Money  for  to  Supplv  themselves  and  the 
Teams  in  Necessary  articles  on  the  Road,  ana  as  I  was  acquainted 
that  forrage  was  very  scarce,  and  in  the  most  places  none  to  be  had 
in  the  Jersey,  1  ordered  each  Team  to  take  forrage  for  eight  or  ten 
days  from  home,  for  which  they  will  have  ready  money  paid  down. 
Which  Conductors,  Drivers,  forrage,  Expresses  will  require  a  large 
Sum  of  Money,  for  which  the  Sum  I  received  last  is  too  small,  and 
for  the  order  I  received  for  Money  at  the  Treasury  at  Easton  I  can 
get  none  yet  as  there  is  none  there.     I  hope  you  will  send  me  a 
good  sum  of  Money  as  soon  as  may  be,  as  I  cannot  act  without,  for 
which  I  will  honestly  account  in  my  Settlement.     And  to  let  me 
know  what  hire  the  Conductors  and'  drivers  is  to  have  or  I  most 
undertake  to  set  a  price.    Further  would  I  be  very  glad  to  know 
whether  our  County  is  now  excused  from  giving'  the  Teams  required 
in  the  orders  of  the  25th  of  July  last  by  sendiog  off  so  many  now ; 
further  do  I  want  fifty  sertificates  more  at  least,  as  I  have  reoeiTed 
only  fifty  and  shall  want  one  Hundred. 
I  am  your  most 

obedient  Humble  servant, 

CONRAD  KBEIDER,  W.  M. 
for  Northampton  County. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honourabfe  the  President  &  Council  in  Philadelphia, 
These. 


PHNNBYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1780.  491 

Wabrakt  of  Salb  by  Court  of  Admiralty  to  thb 
Marshal,  1780.   - 

Port  of  Philadelpliift,  1 
Pennsylvania  b9.     ) 

Francis  Hopkinson,  Esquire,  Judge  of  the  Coart'of  Admi- 
[skal]  nJty  of  the  State  of  Pennsvlvania  To  Matthew  Clarkson, 
Esquire  Marshall  of  the  said  State  Greeting. — Whereas  it 
is  testified  unto  me  that  the  Cargo  on  board  the  Ship  or  Vessel 
called  the  Albion,  lately  sent  into  this  port  and  libelled  against  as 
Prize  by  Samuel  Walker,  qui  tarn,  &o.,  is  in  great  Danger  of  Waste, 
Spoil  and  Damage,  These  therefore  are  to  authorize  and  command 
you  forthwith  to  sell  at  publick  Vendue  all  and  singular  the  Goods, 
Wares  and  Merchandizes  laden  and  found  on  board  the  said  Ship  at 
the  Time  of  her  Capture  ;  and  you  are  to  detain  and  keep  in  your 
safe  Custody  the  monies  arising  from  the  said  Sales  ready  to  abide 
the  further  Order  of  this  Court.  And  how  you  shall  have  executed 
this  Writ  make  Return  to  me  at  a  Court  of  Admiralty  to  be  held  at 
my  Chambers  in  Philadelphia,  the  twenty  first  Day  of  August  Inst, 
together  with  this  Writ  Given  under  my  Hand,  the  Seal  of  the  said 
Court  the  seventh  Day  of  Angast,  Anno  Domini,  1780. 

PRAS.  HOPKINSON. 


Abraham  Smith  to  Prks.  Rebd,  1780. 

Cumberland  County,  Augt.  7»,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  Seceived  the  orders  of  Counoil  for  the  Volunteera  to  be  put  in 

motion  in  order  to  join  the  main  Army,  and  for  those  Classes  of  the 

Militia  to  be  in  readiness,  it  was  unfortunately  long  Coming  to  my 

hand.     I  have  Sent  agreeable  to  said  orders  to  put  the  Volunteers 

in  motion,  which  were  Raised  on  thb  side  of  the  north  mountain, 

bat  unfortunately  I  have  Sent  one  Company  of  them  to  the  fronteers 

of  Northumberland  County  and  the  other  to  the  fronteers  of  bedford 

which  Was  in  a  very  Distressed  Situation.    About  three  weeks  ago 

the  Indians  Come  on  a" Scout  of  a  Capt.  and  twelve  men  in  a  place 

Called  Woodcock  valloy  and  not  one  of  the  party  escaped  they  lay 

I  believe  ten  days  without  being  buried.    I  went  with  a  party  from 

this  County  and  covered  them  the  best  we  could  which  was  a  very 

Disagreeable  task. 

I  atn  apt  to  think  it  will  be  a  very  Distressing  and  Disagreeable 
Ciroumstanoe  to  the  fronteers  to  have  the  Volunteers  taken  from 
them.  ^  My  Reason  for  send*  them  there  as  soon  as  they  were  ready 
wad  to  Suport  and  assist  the  Inhabitants  in  Saving  their  harvest. 
I  am  afraid  the  Melitia  of  this  County  will  not  turn  out  so  well  as  I 
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could  wish.    Bat  yo^r  Ezoellenoe  may  Depend  that  everj  exertion 
in  my  Power  Shall  be  used  on  the  oecation  as  I  am  folly  CcmTUioed 
of  the  Necessity  of  our  utmost  efforts  this  year  in  order  to  S&?e  the 
Country.     This  County  is  now  very  scarce  of  Amunition  and  I  haTe 
not  been  able  to  find  any  trusty  hand  and  waggon  to  Send  &r  m 
but  1  expect  one  before  long  when  I  flatter  myself  that  CouneH  wiU 
Supply  us  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Powder  Lead  and  fiiata   I 
Doubt  if  the  number  required  of  Militia  turns  out  we  will  not  be 
able  to  arm  them  in  this  County  as  we  have  already  furnished  tbe 
Volunteers  out  of  what  State  arms  was  here  but  we  have  yet  a  few 
muskets  but  they  all  want  bayonets,     I  am  happy  to  inform  yoa 
that  we  have  this  year  had  a  very  pleqtifnll  harvest  in  this  Connty 
and  an  appearance  of  fine  Com  ana  plenty  of  fruit,  and  also  a  good 
Disposition  in  a  numher  of  the  People  to  receive  and  ^ve  Credit  to 
the  State  money,  if  they  could  get  it,  but  very  little  of  it  has  Ciome 
to  this  part  of  the  County  yet,  but  if  ready  money  of  any  kind  could 
be  had  there  Could  be  pknty  of  Supplies  Purchased,  there  may  a 
IHfficulty  arise  about  Procuring  wagons  as  I  believe  there  is  no 
waggon  Master  that  acts  for  this  County. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
your  Sxcelleoces 

most  obedient  Hmnble  Servant, 

AB-  SMITH. 
Directed^ 

On  Publick  Service. 

His  Excellence  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennaylvattia. 

Indarsedf 

Cumberland  County,  Augf  7, 1780,  from  Abraham  Smith  Lieut 
of  Cnmberhind  County. 


M.   HlLLBOASy   TBBAfi.  TO  PaB8.   BeSD,   1780. 

Philad-,  Aug*  7**,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Hon"*  the  Board  of  Treasury*  on  the  6<* 
Instant  to  present  the  two  Wanants  of  Congress  on  his  EzeeileDe/ 
the  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Conneal  of  the  GommoB 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania  dated  June  29*^  last  the  one  for  Om  Mil- 
lion Seven  Hundred  and  Nmety  six  Thousand  Nine  hundred  aod 
fifty  DoUaES,  the  other  for  four  Million  five  hundred  and  Sixty  nine 

•  Bee  Col.  Eec.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  444. 
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Thousand  and  forty  five  Dollars  and  thirty  NineUeths  of  a  dollar^ 
^  for  Payment  and  report  their  Answer/' 
I  am  Gentlemen, 
w^  great  Esteem 

Yonr  most  Obed.  Serrant, 

M.  HILLBQAS,  Treasr. 
Directed^ 

Qis  Bxoelleney  The  Preeddent  and  the  Supreme  Exeootive  Conn* 
dl  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  PennsyWacda. 


Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  Michael  Hilleoas,  1780. 

To  Michael  HillegaS;  Esq.^ 
Sir, 

In  Answer  to  yonr  Favour  reeeiyed  this  Morning  which  has  been 
laid  before  the  Oonneil,  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  with  the  Orders 
already  accepted — 3  Millions  of  Dollars  paid  for  Beef  &  other  Flesh 
in  the  late  Exigence  of  the  Army — &  the  Certificates  on  Hand  for 
Quarter  Masters  &  Commissaries  Debts  &  which  have  been  paid  in 
fer  ntzes  agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  May  last— the 
Quota  of  this  State  subject  to  the  Order  of  Congress  must  be  fully 
paid.  Notwithstanding  this  if  it  was  in  our  Power  we  should  chear- 
fnlly  aeoept  the  Orders  payable  on  future  Quotas  if  the  State  of  our 
IVeasufy  would  permit  but  the  vast  Expenditure  of  the  State  in 
Consequence  of  the  System  for  speeiick  Supplies — ft  now  the  Call 
of  4he  Militia  absolutely  incapacitates  us  f^m  giving  any  Relief. 
On  the  8'  Inst,  the  Treasurer  certified  that  he  had  only  46,000  Dol- 
lars in  the  Treasury.  And  our  State  Money  has  met  with  so  un- 
kind a  Reception  especially  in  this  City  that  we  fear  it  will  not 
answer  your  Purposes  nor  those  for  which  it  was  issued  viz.  procuring 
Bread  for  the  Army. 

lamSir^ 

Your  most  obed. 

&  very  HbUe  Serf., 

J.  REED. 
JiuioT^edf 

August  7%  1780,     To   Michael   HiBegas,  Esq^  Continental 
Treasurer. 
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FkBB.   BeBD  to  DKLiaATJBS   OF  OOHGBBSS,  17^0. 

OentkmeDi 

In  answer  to  the  Resolye  of  Congress  of  tfae  2*  Inst,  yon  will 
please  to  inform  that  Hon.  Body  that  we  are  drawing  up  a  fnll  oom- 
preheiisive  Yiew  of  the  Taxes,  Sopplies,  Forces  &c.  of  this  Common- 
wealth as  reqnested  some  Time  ago.  Bat  the  great  Extent  of  the 
State  the  Number  of  Persons  to  eonsnlt  ft  anthentfeating  the  neees- 
sarj  Papers  unavoidably  has  taken  some  l^me :  But  it  is  now  in  aneli 
Forwardness  that  it  will  be  laid  before  Congress  in  a  yery  few  Days. 
I  am  with  great  Bespect  ft  Begard  €Fent. 

YourObed.HbbleSer. 
Indorsedj 

August  7th,  1780.    To  the  Honble  the  Delegates  of  Peniui^yaBii. 


P&ES.  Bbs]>  to  Col.  Ejphraik  Bijipri,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  pf  the  S'  Inst.'*'  eame  safely  to  Hand  yesterday.   The 
Beqoisition  you  mention  has  been  received  some  Time  ago  ft  for- 
warded  to  the  different  Cooties  with  the  most  express  ft  poeitivo 
Orders  to  carry  it  into  Effeet  with  all  possible  Energy  ft  Spirit    The 
Difficulty  ft  Heart  burning  which  ever  attends  forcing  the  Property 
out  of  the  Hands  of  the  People  ft  oui  Desire  to  draw  from  them 
Toluntary  Supplies  induced  us  in  the  Spring  to  direct  the  Commis- 
sioners to  try  the  utmost  Sffeot  (^  voluntary  Purchase.    But  as  you 
will  perceive  by  the  inclosed  ifo  hayo  since  departed  from  this  I^m. 
This  Letter  is  only  ope  of  many  wrote  on  this  subject  but  being  more 
full  ft  comprehensive  have  thought  it  proper  to  se^d  it  to  you  as  we 
are  informed  that  very  mistaken  Opinions  have  been  taken  up  on 
this  Subject.     It  is  impossible  for  Men  in  publiek  office  to  do  more 
than  we  have  done  ft  if  any  Failure  ensues  it  must  be  ascribed  to 
the  Impracticability  of  the  System,  its  Partiality  in  transferring  the 
Burthen  of  the  War  on  a  few  of  the  States  ft  the  general  Dissatisfaction 
of  the  People  on  Aoc^  of  the  heavy  Debts  from  yours  ft  the  (^  Master^! 
Department.    I  am  credibly  informed  that  the  People  of  your  County 
absolutely  refuse  to  submit  to  the  Impress  of  any  thing  ft  partienlarly 
Ibeir  waggons  ft  Horses  ft  have  agreed  to  oppose  Force  to  Force.   I 
very  much  fear  the  same  spirit  spreading  elsewhere.    We  bavu  to  do 
with  Men  of  free  ft  independent  spirits,  ft  the  opposition  to  the  Gov- 
ernment does  not  tend  to  obviate  every  Discontent  of  this  kind.    Tbe 
Ezpulsion  of  tbe  present  Men  from  Office  is  an  object  of  more  Desire 
to  many  than  tbe  Ezpulsion  of  the  Enemy  from  New  York.    Tbe 
Variety  of  Purchasers  also  creates  much  Difficulty.     There  are  do 

*  Seepage  479. 
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lew  tban  three  of  a  jmUiek  Nature  in  the  <»i j  frequently  eontending 
for  the  same  Cargo  of  Floor.    The  sendiDg  Hard  money  into  the 
CooDtry  has  also  contribated  to  lessen  the  Inclinations  of  the  People 
to  sell  for  any  other  &  impede  our  Purchases  of  every  kind.    I  hare 
rec*  but  one  Answer  to  the  enolesed  cirenlar  Lattery  via.  iiom  BerkB» 
whioh  is  as  follows.    <^  Yon  request  I  woold  report  to  yon  what  Bx« 
«  peetations  I  have  of  rendering  the  supply  demanded.    In  answer 
"  thereto  must  infom  yon  that  as  the  Face  <n  afiiMrs  appear  at  present 
"&  according  to  the  bast  of  ny  Judgment  therein  I  think  I  shall 
<^  not  be  able  to  procure  the  Quantity  assigned  for  this  Month.    Bui 
''have  Eeaaon  to  expect  &  believe  I  shall  be  able  to  make  up  the 
«  Deficienoy  whatever  it  may  be  in  the  snoceedinff  months  of  Sept'  & 
''  Oct  fbould  no  unforeseen  objection  arise.    X  shall  exeri  every 
"  Nerve  in  the  Line  of  my  Duty  &  endeavour  to  furnish  all  the 
^'sopplies  required  of  me  at  the  same  time  shall  avoid  incurring  un- 
ff  necessary  Expense  ft  send  my  returns  agreeable  to  your  Bequest'' 
We  are  much  surprised  at  the  Demand  of  Flesh  from  this  State 
after  the  Supply  given  last  Spring.    Besides  yon  do  not  seem  to 
reflect  that  we  have  all  the  Posts  in  the  Oonnt^  to  supply  with 
BeeC    You  are  oertfjnly  in  Error  on  this  Point  ft  will  infallibly  be 
disappointed  in  your  Expectations  of  great  Supplies  of  this  Article 
from  hence.    The  Commissioners  have  pretty  generally  made  their 
Beports  ft  agree  that  if  we  had  not  stopp'd  them,  by  Proclamation 
which  we  did  to  save  appearances  ft  check  Extravagance  of  Price  they 
must  soon  have  stopp'd  themselves.    You  must  also  recollect  that 
yoor  Deputies  here  would  not  send  forward  mat  numbers  of  the 
Cattle  because  unfit.    And  to  close  all  this  wilTcost  near  £30  Specie 
^  Head  on  an  Average.    If  these  observations  added  to  the  former 
state  of  our  trade  ft  exports  do  not  convince  you  of  the  Necessity  of 
drawing  these  supplies  elsewhere  we  must  leave  it  to  time  ft  Expe- 
rience which  will  do  it  beyond  all  Doubt     Among  other  supplies 
demanded  are  SO^OOOft  of  Bacon,  an  article  which  we  have  always 
procured  from  New  Jersey  ft  Maryland  ft  not  now  to  be  procured  in 
this  State  on  any  Terms.     One  more  observation — ^The  same  thing 
cannot  be  had  twice  from  the  same  State  in  the  supply  of  last  spring 
&  io,tixe  posts  agTe«J»le  to  the  arrangement  of  Apnl  we  have  fur- 
nished our  Quota  of  Flesh  even  if  it  had  Wn  an  article  of  the  spe- 
cific supply  originally  demanded.     You  will  be  wrong  therefore  in 
depending  upon  this  State  for  the  supply  demanded,  and  that  for  the 
best  Beasops  in  the  World  because  it  is  not  to  be  had.    The  Pas- 
tares  d&  even  Meadows  are  so  burnt  with  the  Drought  that  we  shall 
sooift  be  obliged  to  feed  the  Cattle  if  there  is  not  a  lavourable  alteration. 
When  the  Demand  was  first  made  we  were  unwilling  to  pronounce 
decisively  but  the  Beports  ft  Accounts  of  the  Oommissioneia  now 
eiMtble  me  to  do  it  ft  I  think  it  is  my  Duty, 

1  mnst  now  mention  to  you  that  from  some  Pefect  of  Arrangement 
there  are  no  Persons  appointed  at  sundry  Places  to  receive  supplies 
B3  delivered  f$tf  yooi  Department.    Saston  is  set  as  a  Plao^  of  larga 
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Deposit  of  Flour  &  Forage  but  there  is  no  Person  tberewlioirill 
take  Charge  of  it  The  Waggonmen  after  having  earned  them  a 
great  Distance  ean  get  no  Forage  issued  to  their  Horses  or  Promou 
to  themselfes  tho'  the  parehsAng  Oommissioner  has  it  to  fiiraish. 
It  is  the  same  on  the  Susquehanna.  You  must  be  senoUe  these 
things  have  a  pemieious  effeet  on  the  Minds  of  the  People  who  do  not 
go  into  the  Servioe  very  cheerfully  at  best : — and  a  very  genenl 
Idea  is  prevailing  thro'  &e  Country  that  the  old  officers  are  mikiog 
the  Duties  of  the  new  as  difficult  &  embarrassing  as  possible.  I  do 
not  believe  it  to  be  the  Case  generally,  but  I  think  there  wants  a  better 
Understanding  ft  Communication  between  the  Departments  ft  States. 
I  do  not  know  how  it  is  elMwhere  but  in  this  state  your  offioen  & 
the  Q'  certainly  do  not  possess  sufficient  knoirtedge  of  the  Pkn  to 
bear  the  Part  they  must  necessarily  do. 

I  also  inclose  you  a  Proclamation  which  has  gone  forth  into  every 
Part  of  the  Stat4  from  which  you  will  see  we  have  not  been  spuiiig 
of  Coercion.  We  do  not  observe  any  other  State  has  pusb'd  tiM 
Business  with  the  same  Vigour;  or  subjected  th<nr  inhabitants  to  the 
like  severities.    I  am  Sir,  with  due  Esteem, 

Your  Obed.  ft  verj  Hbbk  Ber. 


Pkbs.  Rbed  to  David  Dainrf,  ftc,  1780, 

Sir, 

Inclosed  you  have  a  Resolution  of  Council  requesting  ft  vo&at' 
izing  you  to  collect  Horses  within  the  Bounds  of  your  respeetiTe 
Battalions — ^If  the  disaffected  cannot  furnish,  yon  must  caH  on  then 
of  a  different  Character  who  can  spare  them ;  but  in  this  you  will  be 
careful  so  as  not  to  distress  any,  &  especially  any  who  may  be  going  ont 
in  the  Militia.  Your  Exertions  on  this  Ooouion  will  do  your  Coootij 
great  Service,  ft  oblige  in  a  particular  Manner, 

Tour  Friend  ft  HbbL  Servi 
Indorsed, 

1780,  August  8.  To  David  Denny,  Joseph  Luckej,  David  Wihon, 
Thps.  Strawbridge,  Owen  Thomas,  John  Crosby,  Cfeorge  PiereeA 
Joseph  Speer,  appointed  to  collect  horses  in  Chester  County. 

List  ov  Aetiolss  for  Hospital,  1780. 

To  enable  D'  Hutchinson  to  do  justice  to  the  Militia  of  the  State 
as  their  Physician  in  Chief,  it  will  be  necessary  that  he  should  be 
allowed  one  good  Assistant  and  four  or  five  Mates. 

Every  Regiment  should  carry  with  them  a  Surgeon  and  Hate, 
to  do  the  common  field  duty  of  the  Regiment,  and  this  will  be  dooe 
with  more  convenience  and  ease  to  the  Sick,  ft  less  Ezpence  to  the 
State,  could  each  Regiment  be  furnished  with  two  Horseman's  Tests, 
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to  be  pitched  in  the  Bear,  or  some  other  ooDvenient  and  Airy  plaooi 
bj  which  meats  the  sick  will  be  removed  from  the  well,  and  being 
together  can  be  examined  with  ease,  and  have  their  Stores  or  Medi^ 
oines  dbtribnted  to  them  in  sach  manner  that  the  Sargeon  can 
Account  for  his  Ezpenditares,  and  prevent  fraud  or  pecalation. 

A  small  Medicine  Chest  with  a  few  Bandages,  Lancets,  and  a  few 
of  the  most  useful  pocket  Instruments,  will  be  wanted  for  each 
Regiment,  unless  the  Militia  are  to  act  together,  in  which  ease  one 
M^idne  Chest  will  perhaps  be  sufficient  for  Two  Regiments.  One 
large  Medicine  Chest  with  a  quantity  of  Bandagos,  two  or  Three  setts 
of  Capital  Instruments,  and  Two  or  Three  cases  of  Pocket  Instruments 
will  be  necessary  for  D'  Hutchinson  and  his  Assistant 

The*  following  Stores,  to  be  under  the  Directions  of  D'  Hutch- 
inson, and  to  M  distributed  to  the  Sick,  by  his  Order,  will  abo  be 
necessary: 

Three  Quarter  Casks  of  Wine,  Port  or  Madeira, 

One  Hogshead  of  good  Muscovado  Sugar, 

Two  or  Three  Boxes  of  Chocolate, 

One  Tierce  of  Rice, 

One  Hundred  W<  of  Bohea  Tea, 

Fifty  W*  of  good  fine  Tow, 

Some  Old  Linnen,  if  to  be  procured* 

A  Steward  or  Clerk  will  be  wanted  to  have  the  Care  of  the  above 
Stores. 

The  Regimental  Medicine  Chests,  Ac.,  must  be  moved  with  the 
Baggage  of  the  Regiment ;  but  a  Suffideney  of  Waggons  (say  Three 
or  Four)  must  be  furnished  to  carry  the  other  Stores  and  Medicines, 
and  a  light  Waggon  to  carry  Instruments,  Bandages,  Ac.,  &o.,  in  the 
field.  And  about  Fourteen  or  Sixteen  Thousand  Dollars  will  be 
wanted  by  D*  Hutchinson,  for  which  be  is  to  be  accountable,  to  pur- 
chase several  small  Articles,  which  cannot  be  specified,  and  for  con- 
tingent Expences. 

The  above  Estimate  supposes  the  Militia  to  consist  of  nboot  4000, 
and  that  when  any  of  the  Militia  are  so  ill  as  to  make  it  improper 
for  them  to  be  taken  care  of  in  the  Field,  they  are  to  be  sent  to  the 
nearest  Continental  General  Hospital. 

Some  of  the  Medicines  can  be  fiirnished  by  the  Continental  Store, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  procure  the  remainder  of  D'  Gardiner.  One 
Medicine  Chest  and  one  Sett  of  Capital  Instruments  belonging  to  the 
State,  are  now  in  I>  Hutchinson's  possession. 

Vinegar  and  Spirits  should  be  issued  to  the  sick,  when  directed 
by  ]>  Hutchinson^  by  the  Commissary  Gea^ 
Indorudy 

May  9, 1780. 
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JONA.  D.    gBRGBAirr  TO  PRS8.   RSED,  1780. 

Philad%  9  Avgiist,  1180. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Marehall*  applies  to  tnein  OoDseqnenee  of  a  Letter  firan  70a 
ft  some  ConTersation  since^  respeeting  the  Sale  of  the  Salt  on  Imid 
of  the  Alhion. 

The  Law  is  clear  in  its  Directions  |>  and  I  ha^  advised  him  to 
represent  to  the  Judges  the  indispensable  Necessity  of  haTiogit 
returned  upon  Oath  that  the  Cargo  is  reaUy  perithaUe  or  damaged^ 
80  that  it  will  not  keep  without  farther  Injurt/,  previous  to  the  Sale. 
— This  Step,  I  presume,  will  be  taken ;  and,  if  the  Facts  will  wvnnt 
a  SalC;  it  will  go  on  : — otherwise,  not. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Your  fizcellenej's  most  obd^  hble,  Sen^, 
JON  A,  D.  SBRGBANT. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency;  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 


Prbb.  Reeb  to  Matthew  Clarkso^^  Marshal,  1780. 

Sir^ 

I  observe  an  advertisement  to  sell  by  auction  in  your  Ntne— 
That  others  should  make  a  mistake  of  this  Nature  woald  not  be 
much  wondered  at,  hut  that  an  Officer  of  the  state  ahonld  adveitiie 
a  Violation  of  its  Laws  must  have  a  very  odd  appearance.  Yon 
will  d»  well  to  reconsider  the  acts  of  assembly,  &  not  proceed  aalea 
.you  aie  very  dear  in  so  doing  I  am  in  Haste  but  with  due  fisteea, 
Sir  your  obed.  Hbble.  Serv. 

JOS.  RBED. 

Maribet  Street,  Aug.  9th,  1780. 
Directed, 

Matthew  Clark^n,  Esq. 


Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1780. 

War  Office,  August  9th,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Board  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of 
July  21stf  and  return  you  again  their  thanks  for  the  informatioo  f» 
have  been  pleased  to  give  respecting  the  appropriation  of  the  sop* 
plies,  as  directed  by  the  Gommd.  in  Cheif. 

.  *  See  pages  491,  60O. 
t  See  page  482. 
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With  reepeot  to  tbe  dedaotion  yon  request  ns  to  make,  the  Boafd 
beg  leave  to  aeqaaint  joxi^  thai  the  nqoiffltion  haviag  been  made  by 
the  CMmmittee  at  camp,  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  make  any  altera- 
tion,  as  they  are  ioYestod  with  powers  superior  to  those  of  the 
Board.*  Tr.  letter  of  the  2ii4  of  aagnstf  hat  ako  been  reoeived ; 
The  Board  are  obliged  by  yr.  attention  to  the  fort  Pitt.  They 
will  inqnife  into  the  reason  why  so  many  rations  hate  been  issned 
lit  Laneaster,  &^Reading,  &  write  to  the  conun.  on  ye  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  Highest  respect, 

Your  Excelly.  most  obed.  Scnr. 

WILLM.  GRAYSON. 
Direciedj 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 


TlHOTHT  FicUftiN0  Q.  M.  6.  TO  Pbbs.  Rbed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  lOth^  1780. 
Sir, 

It  being  required  by  the  plan  for  regnlating  the  department  of  the 
quarter  master  general  established  by  Congress  on  the  15th  of  July 
last,  that  the  person  appointed  deputy  quarter  master,  for  any  state 
be  approved  by  the  supreme  executive  thereof.  I  beg  leave  to  in- 
form you  that  I  have  appointed  Colonel  Samuel  Miles  depnty 
quarter  master  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  &  to  reoomtnend  him 
to  the  ai^Tobation  of  yoiur  Excelieney,  &  the  honorable  the  supreme 
ezecative  ooimoil  ^  whose  determinatioQ  thereon,  I  request  may  be 
made  and  eommonieated  to  me  as  soon  as  posrible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
irith  great  respect^ 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedt  Servai^ti 

TIM.  PICKBRING.  Q.  M.  G-J 
D&ecied, 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

*  See  page  482,  '  .f  See  page  478. 

{  See  Cd.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  461. 


600  PBNN8TLVANIA  ABCHIVBS  1780. 


JUDGK  HOPKIN6ON  TO  MAZTHSVr  OlJLBKSON,  MaBSHAL)  1780. 

Sir, 

Some  Doabts  luu^ing  arisen  m  to  ilM  Propriety  of  suffering  Prias 
Goods  to  be  sold  by  poblio  Vendue  unless  the  same  diall  on  Iiispeo- 
tion  be  found  to  be  in  a  perishing  oondition.  I  have  direolad  Wil- 
liam Hejsham  &  William  Budden,  Esquireflii  to  examine  the  Sitofr- 
tion  of  the  Oargoe  on  board  the  ship  Albion,  whioh  ^Cargoe  joa 
have  advertised  for  sale  this  afternoon.  Mess"  Heysham  &  Badden 
have  made  a  report  to  me  that  thej  have  carefully  examined  the 
^'  said  Cargoe  being  Liverpool  Salt  &  that  they  find  the  same  in  good 
'^  order  &  well  oonditioned  &  in  no  immediate  Danger  of  sufiering  bj 
^^  waste  or  otherwise. 

You  are  therefore  hereby  directed  not  to  proceed  in  a  publick  Sale 
of  the  said  salt,  but  reserve  the  same  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Court 
shall  order  after  Trial  of  the  said  Ship  Albion,  &  her  Cargoe.* 
I  am  Sir 

your  Obd*  Serv* 

PRA'S  HOPKINSOK. 

August  11, 1780. 
Directed^ 

To  Matthew  Glarkson,  Esq%  Marshal  Sm.,  Pa. 


Col.  John  Mitchell  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadv  11  August,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Bxcelleneya  favour  of  the  10th  Inst,  was  handed  me  tbis 
morning,  I  sbou'd  have  waited  on  you  personaly  on  G<rf.  Rytn 
apHcation  A  receipt  of  your  (avor  by  bim,  but  have  been  confioed 
with  a  sore  Leg  whieh  prevents  my  going  oui*— but  1k^  to  be  sUc 
to  wait  on  you  Today. 

I  am  happy  in  an  oportunity.  of  asspring  you,  that  both  from 
Duty  and  Inolination  every  exertion  in  my  power  shall  be  made  to 
furnish  the  Troops  of  this  State  under  the  Command  of  your  Exoel- 
lency,  with  every  article  of  Camp  Equipage  &  other  articles  neces- 
sary for  the  Campaign— I  am  so  fully  convinced  of  the  suplies  fsr- 
nished  by  this  State,  and  the  many  and  great  resources  which  litre 
been  drawn  from  it,  for  the  support  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  that  in  my  opinion  every  thing  Possible  ou^t  to  be  dose  to 
acomodate  the  Malitia  tkow  going  out  in  deffence  of  their  Coontiy— 
I  will  indeavour  to  wait  on  you  to  day,  and  shall  use  every  metai 
In  my  power  to  compleat  the  officers  and  men  as  far  as  the  czbaneteil 
State  of  the  Stores  for  want  of  money  to  procure  the  Qomkitj 
ordered  will  allow  me  the  greatest  part  can  be  supplied — but  tia 

*  See  pages  491,  498. 
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Article  of  Wsgigots  am  mach  affniid  it  will  not  be  in  my  pevte  to 
provide  withoQl  tbe  assisti^Doe  of  the  EzeeatiTe  power  of  the  State-— 
I  have  three  Ammunition  Waggons^  one  fiir  yon  &  one  for  eaeh  of 
the  Brig.  Generate*-!  have  wrote  to  JUinoaster,  Lebanon  A  Beading^ 
to  eead  down  all  the  covered  Wagtons  the j  have  &  if  any  repiUra 
are  wanted  to  get  it  done  Immediatelj)  &  if  Uiey  have  noi  money  to 
draw  on  me  for  tjie  Amoonts,  depen(Kng  on  yonr  Exoellenoy  for- 
asBiBtanee,  I  have  as  yet  received  ne  answer,  bat  will  send  again 
this  day  to  the  several  places  above  mentiiHiedy  I  have  now  wrote  to 
Cd.  Moore  to  request  he  would  indeavor  to  send  in  Ten  e{>en -Wag- 
gons with  the  utmost  Dispatch,  I  can  not  place  an  intiro  confidence 
in  receiving  them,  but  befieve  he  will  do  all  in  his  power, 

This^moming  have  an  o£fer  of  Forty-fivo  pieces  of  very  good  Raven 
Duck  at  £500  "^  piece  this  with  what  is  already  bought  will  amount 
to  about  Fifteen  Thousand  pounds  more  than  the  order  w^  I  have 
received,  the  Owner  will  not  sell  a  part  without  the  whole  is  taken. 
If  you  approve  «f  the  purchase,  &  will  g^ve  me  an  order  for  that  sum, 
I  will  purchase  the  whole  w'^  will  enable  me  to  cover  nearly  all  the 
Militia — the  owner  is  now  wuting  my  answer,  he  is  a  stranger  here 
&  leaves  Town  this  day,  but  if  I  can  pay  his  order  on  me  in  four  or 
five  days  it  will  answer. 

I  am  realy  criticaly  situated  having  no  orders  from  the  Late  or 
Present  Quarter  master  Oeneral,  &  am  acting  without  authority  but 
the  situation  of  affairs  induces  me  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
promote  the  publick  good,  &  exert  every  thing  in  my  power  to  serve 
this  State  &  the  general  cause. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  respect  Sir 

your  most  obd.  hum.  Serv* 

JNO,  MITCflKLL. 
D.  Q.  M.  Qy 
Directed^ 
Hie  Excellency  Joseph  Reed|  Esq',  President. 


'  Trks.  Bkko  10  Col.  John  Mitohell.  1780. 

Sir, 

Have  just  received  your  Favour,'*' 4k  am  obliged  to  you  for  your 
assurance  of  doing  every  Thing  in  your  Power  ror  our  ISouipment,  It 
will  be  attended  with  many  Inconveniences  to  have  one  Part  of  the 
Troops  covered,  &  the  other  not,  &  at  present^that  is  our  situation. 
I  would  therefore  wish  to  have  the  Duck  you  mention  but  the  Demands 
on  our  Treasury  at  this  Time  are  such  that  I  fear  unless  the  Owner 
could  wait  a  few  Days  \i  wfll  be  impracticable  to  comply  with  the 
Demand,  But  if  he  is  a  real  Friend  to  his  Country,  &  an  assuranco 

*  See  page  500. 
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*o^  tliort  Pajment  by  an  Order  giren  on  the  Treunry  ptjtbk« 
few  Days  lienoe,  I  sbonld  hope  he  will  oblige  vs.  As  I  ha?e  in  wm 
Measnre  laken  Leare  of  the  Goiuuni  I  ean  only  wish  you  to  state  the 
Matter  to  tiien,  Jk  if  the  Gentlemen  will  aooede  to  this,  &  it  meets 
their  approbation  it  wf  lljqnite  eoinoide  with  my  Judgement,  ft  wishes, 
But  at  present  Mr.  Bittenhouse  haa  not  the  Means  of  oompljiBg 
with  it  instantly,  I  pereeive  I  shall  be  ssneh  emharrused  with  jH- 
speet  to  the  ammunition  or  olose  Waggons,  the  Q.  M.  &  CosiniiaBr 
have- Papers  of  Oonseqnenee,  Httle  Stores  fto.,  oonid  we  notooatiive 
to  borrow  from  M.  Holker  replacing  them  by  those  ex{ieeted  fron 
the  Oonntry  or  by  fitting|iip  some  oM  ones  or  aoeommodating  one  of 
the  common  covered  Waggons  by  some  alterations. 

lam 
in  Haste^  yoors 

j:  BEED. 

I  ha?e  returned  yonr  Letter  that  you  may  lay  that  Jk  this  befbn 
the  CounoiL 
Directed^ 
Col  Mitchell  pcesent.  - 


Sko't.  MatiiAok  to  Thos*  Brabvord,  1780. 

Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  President  requests  that  you  will  be  partiea- 
larly  careful  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  a  communication  between 
the  officers  taken  on  board  the  English  Packet  and  dissaffected  Chs- 
racters,  until  proper  enquiry  has  been  made  and  further  infomatioB 
given  you  hereon.  This  being  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importsnee, 
you  will  see  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  attention  to  this  busi- 
ness. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Bec'y. 
Sunday,  Aug.  12, 1780. 


John  Patton  to  Board  op  War,  1780. 

Berkshire  Pumace,  12  Aug*,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  in  consequence  of  an  agreement  made  with  Capt.  Joj  for 
Ninety  Tons  of  Shells  and  Shott,  put  my  Furnace  in  Blast  and  am 
now  at  work  for  the  Gontinant  how  long  I  may  contione  depends  on 
having  my  Workmen  exempted  from  Militia  duty  The  prindpal  part 
of  my  workmen  axe  now  ordered  out  zod  unleM  you  procurs  iron 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABOHIVSS  1780.  608 

]i]0  Sxelenoj  and  Counsel  an  order  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Oouaty 
I  oaimot  keep  my  works  going. 

I  do  assure  your  honors  I  did  not  intend  pnting  my  Wotks  in 
blast  till  Winter  knowing  that  if  the  Blilitia  should  be  eallM  my 
Basiness  must  Stop  till  Captain  Joy  showed  me  his  Instructions  and 
assured  me  that  on  writing  to  your  Honours  my  workmen  as  well  as 
the  HesBien  prisoners  should  not  be  caird  eff  from  me.  M'  Bnd* 
ford  has  wrot  for  them  and  threatened  to  put  my  Bond  in  Buit  if 
the  are  not  immediately  returned. 
I  am  Gentlemen, 

with  every  respect 

Tour  Honours 

most  Hum*«  Serv*, 

JOHN  PATTON. 
IHrected, 
The  Honortible  Board  of  War. 


Bbo'y  Matlaok  to  Col.  TiBfOTHT  PiossRiNe,  1780. 

PhUadelidiia;  Aug"  IS,  1780. 
Sir, 

Yo«r  letter  to  His  Ezoellenoy  the  Premdent  of  the  10*^  instant 
has  been  kid  before  the  Oooncii  and  am  commanded  to  signify  to 
yoo  their  iqvprobation  of  your  appointment  of  Col*  Samuel  Miles  to 
be  Beputy  (J^rter  Master  Ckneral  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.* 
With  very  great  respect 

I  am  your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 

Col.  Timothy  Pickering,  Q.  M.  Q. 


Col.  Josbph  Hart  to  Prss.  Bbed,  1780. 

Monday  Morning,  August  y«  14«^,  1780. 
Hon*  Sir, 

Afier  asking  Pardon  for  not  writing  sooper,  or  oftner;  I  am  to 
ioform  what  Progress  I  have  made  in  raising  the  Militia.  On  the 
receipt  of  Councils  Orders  for  that  purpose  I  sent  Coppies  and  direo* 
tions  to  ail  the  Sub  Lieutf  who  I  believB  are  doing  all  Miey  can  to 
get  the  Men  off.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  more  than  1  Company 
out  of  the  Battalion  I  live  among,  the  Number  of  Privates  is  57. 
Tbey  were  to  have  March'd  to  Trenton  on  Saturday,  but  an  Excur- 
tion  of  the  Oenerals,  with  a  part  of  the  Men  to  the  Cross-Roads  pre- 

*  See  page  499. 
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T«9ied,  yesterdnj  aomiag  howei«r  they  goi  off.  Ho«r  iBtt|  tba 
other  Bat*  will  tarn  oat  I  cannot  say,  aa  I  do  no4  anderatsnd  a&yot 
them  were  to  maroh. before  to  Day;  but  I  am  of  Opinioii  the  whole 
will  make  little  more  than  200  jKlen  and  thoae  not  all  ArmM  nntluf; 
ThU  perbapa  you  ifill  think  strangei  but  so  it  k^  and  there  aie  maay 
Concurring  reaaoni  for  it,  which  lahall  not  now  take  time  toennf- 
merate.  I  wiab  however  lio  more  may  be  called  'till  dmae  nov 
goiug  out  return. 

I  had  much  trouble  before  I  oould  get  the  Field  Ofiioen.  Cctt* 
onel  McMasten  on  whom  I  relied  for  a  Considerable  time,  at  length 
quite  gave  it  up,  it  was  then  next  offered  to  Boberts,  but  his  anaver 
was  that  he  could  fiot  for  several  reasons  j  McElroy  was  then  called 
upon,  who  accepted  it  with  a  good  Grace. 

The  County  dredfuHy  perplexed  on  acoonnt  of  Ifte  Waggons  k 
Hoiwis  now  to  be  Collected.  The  Requisitions  of  Council  could  not 
be  made  up  before  we  are  obliged  to  Promise  80  more  and  which 
are  now  Quotaed  on  the  respective  Townships,  and  I  snppoae  we 
must  suffer  Military  Execution  if  we  do  not  procure  them,  and  which 
I  am  of  opinion  will  not  be  done.  Not  a  Man  even  of  those  who 
may.  hate  a  Horae  to  fpare,  hnM  ir*  ajbnoet  aa  le^  gife  Ifim  away  as 
to  take  the  Certificates,  and  not  a  man  Possessed  of  a  Team  but 
what  would  rather  lead  it  to  a  good  Neighbour,  than  Hire  it  into 
the  Continental  Service  for  their  promised  pav. 

Hai  Major  L»  and  his  Dragoons  Camed  the  Horses  frma  the 
Baoes  the  oCfatr  day,  he  had  done  his  Country  an  Basential  oieee  of 
Serrice,  not  by  Piroouring  a  Nomber  of  Useless  Horsea  wlio  had 
never  look'd  throngh  a  ODllar,  nor  never  wOl  till  they  get  othtf 
Masters,  I  say  not  only  by  this  but  by  prev^iting  the  like  wast  and 
Consumption  of  time  hereaflter.  It  aeems  a  little  Problematical  to 
me,  that  one  Mans  raising  a  Mutiny  should  put  a  stop  to  so  good  a 
workj  and  ao  far  Executed.  By  this  they  seem  to  have  got  the  bet- 
ter both  of  the  Civil  &  Military  Power,  however  the  little  aoqultioB 
made  at  the  Conclusion  of  their  Sport,  by  Oen.  Lacy  will  cat  their 
Combs  a  little. — As  soon  as  I  can  get  the  account  from  the  Subs 
how  many  Men  they  have  sent  out,  Counsel  shall  hear  from  me 
again,  meanwhile 

I  am  Hon'  Sir, 

Tour  most  Obedient 

and  V^rj  Hnmble  ServS 

JOSEPH  HART,L.B.  a 
Dirteiedf 

To  His  Bxcellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq*,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Bxeoullve  CobdciI  of  PenasylvaDia. 


]^I!l(NSTLTANtA  ABOfitVBd  n9tk  m 

Gbit.  Lacey  to  Pees.  Reed,  1780. 

Iwataii,  Aug*  14%  1780. 
Dear  Sirj 

I  rec'  jonr  Ezoellenoies  Letter  of  the  13*^  this  aMMrnmg  by  Ser- 
Jant  Jndfioa.  I  tfrived  at  thb  pWee  Laai  eaTenmg  and  a  linr  Militia 
both  from  PluladelpUa  and  Bueks  had  got  m  helora  me  they  an 
mom  qnartered  on  iha  Inhahita&lB  in  the  Towb^  thejr.oottttaiie  eombg 
in  frcm  thoao  Coanttaa  and  I  find  many  of  them  are  without  Anna 
mrBlankels.     . 

The  Storefl  here  are  Tory  trifdii^  indeed  the  Gomnuaiary  thia 
moment  infoMped  me  he  had  laaaed  every  iKwnd  of  Flesh  he  had  in 
pnaaoifliett  to  the  Militia  who  had  uriTedy  and  thai  hia  espeotationa 
Cor  m  f nter  Sopidy  waa  very  gloomy  he  had  Wrote  to  eome  of  the 
OoB^noteni  in  tbia  Nrnghfaorhood  and  theaoavem  Ire*  all  of  them 
ware  nnfavecable  I  fear  we  moat  atarre  nnleaa  aapplied  firom  Pemiv 
^Ivania  tbare  ia  a  pretty  good  Baidc  of  dmrt  forage  and  aeme  h^ 
in  Store,  not  one  Quarter  Master  ia  with  the  Millitia  nor  one  field 
Officer  yet  aniYed^  the  Militia  comes  in  small  sqnads  and  appear 
▼ery  auiward  &  oat  of  order  howeyer  will  endeaYonr  to  oreaniae 
ihem  as  hst  as  I  can  I  have  been  on  the  ground  back  of  Lamberton 
and  think  it  vary  anitable  for  a  Gamp  so  shall  order  the  Troops  to 
encamp  there.  The  Camp  Eettlea  h%ve  all  been  sent  on  from  this 
place  to  Camp  therefore  we  most  be  supplied  from  Phila. 
I  am  with  respect  and  Bsteemi 

Yonr  EzeeUencies  meet  ob.  Bert*; 

JOHN  LACET. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Beed^  Esq^  President. 


BOAHB  09  Wab  90  Pbas.  Bbih),  llM. 

War  Office  Aug.  14, 1780. 
Sir, 

We  have  juBt  received  a  Bequest  frem4he  Q.  M.  O.  of  the  Milida 
of  PenosylTaniafor  2000  Gartouch  Boxes,  D*  Bay«  Belts,  10  Drums, 
24  Drum  Heads,  20  Fifes,  700  Muskets,  700  Bayonets,  2000 
Bmsheflf,  3  Wires,  9000  Flints,  0000  Doz.  of  Cartridges. 

Our  stock  on  Hand  of  all  these  Articles  is  so  distressingly  low 
that  we  are  embarasaed  between  our  Inclination  to  supply  the  Arti- 
cles requested  for  the  State  &  our  Inability  to  furnish  ^vei)  in  a 
email  Degree  the  Calls  made  upon  us  for  the  Continental  Troops  of 
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wliioh  your  Excellency  will  fonn  a  Judgment  by  the  following  aeooait 
of  the  Articles  we  have  on  Hand; 
707  Repaired  Cartridge  Boxes. 
687  New  1>. 

530  Mosketto  ft  Bayonets  fit  for  service. 
80,000  Musket  Cartridges. 
18,000  Ftittts. 

We  haTe  the  new  Levies  of  this  State  to  eqnip  ft  expect  a  fall 
Begiment  of  Continental  Troops  enlisted  for  the  War  ft  raned  by  the 
State  of  Maiyknd  as  an  additional  Regiment  to  pass  thro'  this  Citf 
ft  depending  on  ns  to  furnish  them  with  Arms  ft  AeooutrenentB. 
We  wish  these  Demands  were  the  only  Requisitions  for  we  hare  thii 
Pay  receited  from  General  Knox  a  pressing  Letter  dedring  os  to 
send  on  five  thousand  stands  of  Arms  to  Camp.         ^ 

We  have  ordered  the  Drums  ft  FifeS|  Drum  Heads,  Brashest 
Wires,  4000  Flints  ft  20,000  Carteidges.  As  to  the  Arms  ft  Aeooa- 
ftiemeuts  we  have  withheld  the  orders  for  the  present  for  the  Resioof 
we  have  before  meptiotted.  If  the  State  cannot  do  without  them  im 
will  spare  half  the  number  required,  but  it  will  muoh  diatiesB  us. 
We  haye  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect  ft  Eisteem 
your  Tery  Obed.  Servants 

RICHARD  FETSB8. 
By  order  ft  in  Behalf  of  the  Board. 
Dxreciedj 

On  Public  Service. 
His  Excellency  Piesident  Reed. 
(Wv  Office.) 


BoABB  OF  Was  xo  Paes.  Bebd,  1780» 

War  Office.  Aug^  15. 1780. 
Sir, 
-  The  Board  hafe  the  Honor  to  traiismitt  your  ExceQenoy  a  Letter 
just  received  from  Gen'l  Dickinson  which  when  perused  we  b^  yoa 
will  be  pleased  to  return  with  any  Information  or  Opinion  year 
Bxeellency  may  think  it  necessary  to  give  the  Board  on  the  Subject 
L  We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

frith  the  greatest  Respect  ft  Esteem 
your  very  obed.  Servants, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
By  order  ft  in  Behalf  of  y«  Board. 
P.  S.  We  also  enclose  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Patton^  relative  to  the 

*  See  page  l»02. 
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Ezemption  of  hiB  Workmon.  We  hmye  had  some  otIi«r  Appliofttioni 
en  this  Salyeet  &  fear  o«r  Supplies  of  shot  ft  shells  iriU  &il  on  ao- 
ooant  of  the  Men  being  ohliged  to  leave  the  Famaoes.  Bat  as  we 
have  Nothing  in  ovr  Power  on  the  Subjeet  we  mnst  submit  the  matter 
to  your  Ezodlenej,  &  the  Honble  Gonndl, 

Dtreciedf 

On  Pnblio  serviee. 

His  Bzoellene^  Pnsideat  Beed,  Com.  ia  Chief  of  the  MiUtiaof 
Pennsylyania. 

(War  Office.) 


(Copy)  Oxnl.  Phil.  Diokihsoh  to  Boa&d  ov  Wab,  1780. 

Philad*,  14«  Angnst,  1780. 
Gentlemen  y 

I  am  informed  that  Hr.  President  Seed  has  ordered  three  thousand 
MiUftia  from  the  State  of  Fsnnsyirania  to  rendesrous  at  this  plaeoy 
(a  part  of  which  are  already  arrived)  where  it  is  ezpeeted  they  will 
oontinne  some  time.  Neither  Provisions  or  forage  bebg  provided 
for  their  reception — the  inhabitants  are  greatly  alarmed  on  the  occa- 
sion. As  the  supplies  for  the  Army  pass  through  this  post  the 
Board  can  determine  the  propriety  of  this  movement.  In  addition 
to  which  I  beg  leave  to  imbrm  the  Board,  that  in  Gontequence  of  a 
letter  received  from  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  our  militia 
have  orders  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  on  the  shortest 
notice;  and  that  this  post  is  the  direct  route  of  the  Western  Militia 
which  will  be  greatly  iaiipeded  by  having  aueh  a  body  of  troops 
^piarftered  here. 

If  the  services  of  the  Pennsylvania  Militia  are  not  immediately 
necessary  at  Camp,  I  submit  it  to  the  Board  whether  it  would  not  be 
eligible,  that  they  should  remain  in  tiheir  own  state  and  not  add  to 
tibe  ^steess  which  this  has  so  often  and  necessarily  experienced.  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  mention  those  circumstances  to  the  Honble 
Board. 

And  have  the  honor  to  be 

Gentlemen^  your  most  obedient 
humble  servanti 

PHILSMON  DICKINSON.* 
JKreetedf 
Honble  Board  of  War. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  464. 
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Board  or  Wab  to  Pm8.  Rbxd,  1780. 

War  oftee,  Aug.  16 1780. 
Sir, 

The  board  hare  itin  oontomplation  to  redaoe  the  very  great nun- 
ber  of  unneeesearj  and  ezpenaiTe  posts,  established  throngWt  tHe 
Continent,  to  a  more  eoonomical  arran^ment. 

There  is  at  this  time  a  Goin'y  of  pnsonetB  &  bis  Dqwada^  at 
Easton,  where  there  are  only  a  few  prisoners  who  might  as  weli  be 
kept  atRoiding.  The  board  therefore  beg  leave  to  solicit  of  ^oai 
Ezoellenoj,  &  the  honorable  Goaneil|  a  small  guard  of  miUtii,— 
a  subaltern  offioer,  &  about  1 5  or  20  tBOB  will  be  si^dent  to  remove  tiie 
prisoners  at  Easton  to  Beading. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  respeot, 
Y'  Ezcellenoj's  most  obed, 

Hble  Ser?  fay  ofder^ 

BIN.  STODDBBTyflsa 
Vireetedf 
His  Ezoellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq.  Preadent  of  Pean^Iyaaia. 


BsiQk  Qm.  JoHH  IiACBt  so  IhM.  BmS3>^  1780. 

Trentai,  Ang«  15th»  1780. 
DearSiri 

Sinee  I  wrote  you  yesterday  I ,  hai^  been  a  seoond  time  en  ihe 
ground  back  of  Lamberton  and  have  Changed  my  aeatinieats  is 
respeot  of  eocamping  there  the  ground  is  Tery  good  but  ihere  is  no 
Water  ezoept  from  the  Biver  near  it  and  the  Militia  will  be  veiy 
much  displeased  if  they  are  obliged  to  drink  the  iiTer  Water,  sol  bsfB 
now  fixed  on  the  ground  a  little  to  the  SoutJi  of  Trenton  whersi  an 
told  there  is  goed  Water  plenty.  I  was  with  CoL  Cox  and  CoL 
Fnrman  yesterday  and  find  them  rery  obliging,  Col.  Furman  wtf 
with  me  on  the  encamping  ground  bptb  times.  ' 

Col.  Coats  Came  here  la3t  Evening  from  Phil*  and  informs  me 
the  Troops  are  Coming  on  fast  from  the  County  and  City,  and  I 
also  expect  they  are  Coming  from  Bucks  it  alarms  me  exi^edinglj 
to  thituc  we  sfaaQ  have  as  many  men  here  and  not  a  mouthfiil  of 
Provision  to  give  them  except  it  be  flour.  I  think  it  my  Poty  to 
mention  the  melancholly  fact  to  you  that  something  may  be  done 
for  depend  the  Militia  will  be  very  uneasy  Without  provisions  and 
the  Consequence  that  may  happen,  I  cannot  foretell,  there  is  a  great 
grumbling  subsisting  among  them  already  with  respect  to  the  great 
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diftmwe  «f  pay,  I  eannoi  learn  tiiert  Is  two  CMnliei  in  the 
State  alike  and  1  fear  withent  a  regulation  in  that  matter,  ire  shaH 
be  troubled  witii  them  but  proviaion-ie  now  the  great  object  perhaps 
an  ordfer  from  Oouneil  to  the  purohaseri  in  p^inajlTania  to  send 
foreward  meat  to  tiiis  pkoe  would  be  advisable. 
I  am  with  real  esteemi 
and  Bespeot  your  EjtoeUenaes^ 

most  Humble  and  most  ok  Servt. 

JOHN  LACBT. 
His  Bzeelleney  Jos.  Reed  Esq.  Preddsnt 


Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  Boa&p  of  War,  178Q» 

Gentlemen : 

In  Answer  to  your  Favour  received  this  Morning  with  the  Inek- 
suresy  can  only  say  that  the  Call  of  the  Militi*  was  made  by  Qen} 
Washington^  the  Place  of  RendezTons  appointed  by  him.  Foreseeing 
many  Difficulties  would  arise  ficom  the  Call  of  the  Militia  at  this 
Season  &  under  such  Oircumstanoesi  the  Council  took  a  Liberty  not 
warranted  by  the  General's  Letters,  via.,  to  order  them  to  hold  them- 
aelves  in  Rainess  instead  of  being  at  Trenton  first  on  the  15  July, 
then  on  the  26^. — Of  the  latter  Order  there  has  been  no  Counter- 
mand, but  a  Confirmation,  as  the  General,  in  a  subsequent  Letter, 
intimates  that  he  supposes  the  Mffitia  of  this  State  were  at  Trenton ; 
thus  conveying,  in  our  Judgment,  a  deKcate  Censure  on  us  for  non 
Compliance  with  Orders  to  be  at  Trenton  the  26^  Uli — How  far  it 
may  be  necessary  to  call  forth  the  Militia,  we  presume  the  Qencral 
must  j  udge — &  also,  as  to  the  Time,  Place  &  Circumstance.  When  he 
directed  them  to  rendezvous  at  Trenton,  it  was  to  be  supposed  that 
some  Provision  was  made,  or  we  thould  have  been  desired  to  provide 
ourselves.  The  Presid.^  some  Time  ago,  informed  the  Q*  Master  of 
that  Post  that  the  Troops  would  be  there  on  the  12^ ;  &  tho*  it  was 
■suggested  there  would  be  Difficulties,  he  did  not,  in  his  Answer,  inti- 
mate there  was  no  Provisions,  but  that  he  would  endeavour  to  provide 
for  them ;  notwithstanding,  the  March  has  been  properly  delayed,  that 
they  might  carry  some  Provisions  with  them  ;-^the  Number  of  Men 
in  Trenton  when  Gen*  Dickinson  wrote,  could  not  exceed  50  or  100,  & 
we  much  question  whether  as  yet  there  are  500.  Provisions,  For« 
age,  &o.,  liave  been  provided  in  this  City  &  sent  xxp—A  the  Presid*, 
as  we  understand,  has  directed  the  IVoops  to  encamp  3  Miles  from 
the  Town^  so  as  to  avoid  incommoding  the  Inhabitants.  If  the 
General's  Letter  had  been  of  the  Tenor  of  thye  to  New  Jersey,  it 
would  have  been  extremely  satisfactory  to  us,  as  the  calli^  the 
Jdnitia  in  this  sultry  Weather,  must  be  very  disagreeable  to  Officer 
&  private,  as  well  as  inconvenient  to  the  State.  From  the  Style  c^ 
Gen.  Dickinson's  Letter,  which  appears  to  be  Written  in  Haste  ft 
Warmth,  the  People  of  that  State  may  presume  that  we  are  offieioui 
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&  OTM  ledow  OQ  tbo  oeoMoti;  we  tberefoce  Bhoiild  be  |^  Ike 
Ciroufl»fttaBoes  mmj  be  sMed  io  Gen.  Dickinseai  k  if  yovr  Bon. 
Board  or  Congreas  will  eoantermtnd  tbe  Orden  contained  in  the 
enclosed  Letter,  Uie  Praud^  will  i«call  the  Troopt :  but  iv^saek 
Case  be  hopes  to  be  folly  luconerated  with  his  ExoeUsoqy  the  Com- 
mander  in  Chief.  The  Gonntj  Militia  have  not  yet  marcb'd  in  any 
Nambers.  There  will  be  Time  to  stop  thenii  &  if  they  are  not 
necessary  at  Gamp,  they  can  be  nsefuUy  employed  at  Home. 

With  Bospect  to  M'  Patten's  Workmen^  the  Board  most  be  sen- 
Bible  of  our  Diffiodty  in  exempting  iriiere  ike  Law  has  not  done  it; 
as  the  Men  will  soon  be  unoer  the  Command  of  the  Preaid.,  we 
donbt  not  he  will  doeyery  Thing  that  can  be  done  with  Proprietj  to 
relieve  theaL 

I  am,  Gent.,  lespeotfiillyi 

Yoor  Obed.  Hbbl.  Servt. 
Indor$ed. 

Angost  16, 1780. 


"Council  to  Ool.  L.  Nioola,  1780, 

In  Gooncil,  Philada.  Angost  17th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Council  having  reason  to  believe  that  a  great  number  of  Deserters 
from  the  federal  army  are, frequently  taken  on  board  Privateers  and 
other  Yeasells  ontwwd  bodnd  from  this  port  to  the  great  damage  of 
the  Publick  serrioe. 

You  are  therefore  requested  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  either 
Personally  or  by  any  Commissioned  Prudent  officer,  you  may  depute 
for  that  purpose  to  detect  and  secure  all  such  Deserters  found  oo 
board  any  such  ships  or  Vessells  in  this  port 

The  Gapt.  and  other  officers  on  board  arereqmred  to  givejou 
all  Possible  aid,  &  assistance  in  execution  of  this  JBusainess. 

You  are  requested  to  report  your  success  from  time  to  this  Board, 
and  also  inform  Council  if  you  meet  with  any  opposition  you  are  to 
report  the  names  of  the  Persons  so  offending  that  tiiey  may  be  deslt 
with  as  the  Case  may  require.* 


"Copy  op  Lkttbe  prom  Lt.  Gov,  Diaass  op  Viro.  to 
Major  Forsyth,  1780. 

..  I^  Council,  Biohmond,  Aug.  17th,  1780. 
Sir,  "*       ■ 

Your  letter  from  Fredericksburg  of  the  ninth  Inst  was  this  day 
^the  Gov  being  absent)  put  into  my  hands  by  Mr.  Tate,  I  did 
unmediately  ky  the  same  b^qi%>the  Council,  who  upon  matnre  de- 

«  Sea  Gel.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  465. 


.nSNNBTLTANIA  AKOHIVSB  1786.  611 

fibenUon  have  deiermined  that  a  warrant  abonld  issue  upon  your 
aooonnt  to  Mr.  Tata^  for  the  sum  oi  iftj  ihotisand  pounds  lo  enable 
him  for  the  present  to  confirm  his  oontracts  for  meal  for  the  Con- 
Tontion  troops.  I  am  directed  at  same  time  to  inform  yon  that  this 
is  the  last,  &  only  snm  that  can  or  will  be  given  on  aeconnt  of  the 
exhausted  state  of  the  treasury,  for  the  uee  of  the  Convention  troops, 
a  eiroumstance  this  which  it  was  thought  the  more  necessary  to  in- 
form you  of  as  we  are  told  by  M'.  Tste^  the  bearer  of  your*  letter 
tkil  yon  very  soon  intended  to  go  to  Philadelphia  and  may  therefore 
have  an  opportunity  of  representing  to  Congress  or  to  the  Corny. 
Gen.  of  Provisbns  how  impraetioable  it  will  Be  for  this  State  to  en- 
gage to  make  such  farther  advances  in  your  department  whilst  the 
demands  for  the.  southern  troops  oecur  so  frequently  as  totally  to 
exhaust  our  treasuryvmd  with  it  our  abilities  to  comply  with  any  future 
gequiaitiona  at  least  untM  next  meeting  of  the  General  assembly. 

DCDLBT  DIOGES,  Li  Govr. 
(Copy.) 
JsMoncdy 
Kichmondy  17  Aug.  1780. 


QoM.  Wm.  iBVzn  tro  Pbks,  Brb,  1780. 

Camp  Tappan,  Augt.  17th,  1780. 
Bear  Sir, 

(The  eleventh  Regiment  being  now  annexed  to  my  Brigade,)  yon 
will  see  by  the  inclosed  representation  of  Col.  Hubley's  that  there 
has  been  some  mistake  respecting  that  Besiment. 

I  therefore  request  yonr  Excelleney  wiU  be  pleased  to  direct  the 
Commission  made  out,  and  forwarded  either  to  me  or  Col.  Hubley. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 
with  the  moot  perfect  esteem, 

Your  Exoeliency's  mett^ 

obedient  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 
Public  Service. 
Favd.  by  Col  Harmer. 
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Col.  Arm.  Huslby  fro  GhBir.  Irvhw,  1780. 

Camp  near  Kin^a  Ferry,  Aug.  6th,  1780. 
Sir, 

A  uumber  of  Vacanoja  in  mj  Begt.  hanDg  taken  plaee,  I 

hez  you  will  i^oquest  the  Govenior  to  have  tbeni  fiUeii  iip  bj  the 
foUowiDg  CrenUemen.  who  stand  next  in  rotation,  «Qd  whioh  wiU  U 
oooformable  to  the  Establiahment  of  the  am^j  Yix. 

Oapt.  Lieut.  Jerefauab  Jackson,  prod,  to  Captaini  vice  Capt.  For- 
rester, died  Maroh  16th,.  1780. 
Lieut.  Edward  Burke,  prod,  to  Oapt  Ltentenant,  yioe  Capt.  Lieni 

Jackson,  ptnod  March  16th,  1780. 
2nd  Lieut.  William  Huston,*  prod,  to  &st  Lieutenant,  Tioe  Sep- 

»tmui  Dayifl  resigned  Febjr  24th,  1780. 
«  2nd  Lieut.  Jacob   Weitzell,  prod,  to  first  laeutenant,  viee  Lieai 

Lemmon,  resigned  March  11th,  1780. 
Ensign  Robert  Allison,  prod,  to  first  Lieutenant,  Tice  Lieut.  Burke, 

prod.  March  16th,  1780.  '. 

Ensign  Francis  Thomburj,  prod,  to  Ist.  Lieutenant,  Tioe  Benjn. 

Street,  resigned  May  25th,  1780.  ' 
Doctor  ReadiQtf  Beaty,  appointed  -Baqgumiinieom  cf  Beer.  Wif- 

gins  resigned,  May  1st,  1780. 

The  above  arrangement  (the  two  latter  Yacancys  excepted,  wUoh 
have  taken  place  sineo,)  has  been  sent  to  the  Qoyecnor  aome  eon- 
siderable  time  since  for  his  approbation,  bat  no  attention  has  been 
as  yet  paid  thereto,  owing  as  t  am  informed  to  some  representation 
being  made  that  there  was  a  dispute  of  rank  in  the  regiment.  As  the 
representation  is  without  foundation  but  on  the  Contrary  the  arrange* 
inent  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  officers,  and  consistent  with  the 
Establishment  of  the  army.  I  must  neg  you  will  request  the 
Governors  attention  to  the  Commisflions,  and  hare  them  sent  as 
soon  as  possible,  a&d  put  the  regiment  on  a  footing  with  the  rest  of 
the  line. 

Lbave  the  honor  to  be, 

with  respect  Sir,  your  Ob.  hum.  Serr.   * 

ADM.B      L£r,Jf.  Colo. 

Com.  llfeh,  Pa.  Rt 
Brigr.  Gen.  Irvine. 

I  have  inquired  into  the  state  of  the  11th  Regiment,  and  believe 
the  arrangement  on  the  other  side  to  be  just 

WM.  IRVINE  B.  G. 

Camp  Toppan,  Augt.  17th,  1780. 


FsmrsTLTAigA  abghives  iTsa         ns 

Col.  Marhbw  Smith  to  Prks.  Rbhd,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  teke  the  liberty  of  a  few  lines,  Favonred  by  Col*  Hoetenmiii, 

who  k  ike  Bearer  of  «  Petition  from  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitente 

of  North*  Connty;*  it  woald  have  Been  ngn*  by  a  mnoh  larger 

Number,  Sot  the  IndianB  Makeing  a  Stroke  on  Tuesday  last  aft  two 

Bifferent  piaoee,  ike  hut  of  whieh  being  far  within  the  Frontier^  as 

tow  as  Middle  Greek  k  within  Bight  Miles  of  this  plaee,  None  Bat 

Bdiegates  Gould  possibly  Attend.     The  People  Seem  More  Bis- 

eoarag*  than  I  Erer  Saw  them,  k,  indeed,  are  somewhat  Exasperated^ 

None  of  the  Seven  Months'  Men  Sent  to  tbis  plaee,  &  the  Gkfrman 

Ke^,  weak  as  it  is,  to  be  GaiH  away,  ahhongh  So  lately  Reokon*  in 

the  Quota  for  the  Defsnee  of  this  part  of  the  State;  there  is  Some 

Sxpressioasin  the  Petition,  in  my  Opinion,  rather  severe :  it  was  the 

Sentknents  of  a  Number  of  Olher  Oentlemen,  also,  at  the  time  the 

People  Met;  But  Gould  not  Possibly  Get  the  LaHf^ago of  the  Peti- 

turn  aayftbiog'morB  Seft'ned^-^kwever,  we  hope  it  will  Be  Look* 

on  as  heat  k  inadvertanoe  of  a  Distsess'*  People,  Rather  than  the 

Sentiments  ef  a  Cooler  Hour.    I  would  Beg  some  of  the  Gentlemen 

in  Goupcil  would  Give  a  Small  Historical  Aee^  of  the  A&irs  of  Our 

Camp,  Either  by  writing  a  few  lines,  or  incloseing  the  papers  for 

some  time  past ;  as  we  are  here  Seated  where  we  know  very  little 

but  the  Ihstresses  amongst  our  Selves,  if  we  Gould  (Srculate  the 

News  firom  Other  Parts  of  the  Continent,  Either  for  or  Against  us^ 

it  would  be  some  Satisfaction ;  if  we  prosper  any  place^  it  is  a  Conso- 

lation-r-if  any  People  Else  Suffers  as  North*  Countjr,  then  it  Gan  be 

said  we  have  Fellows  Equally  in  Distress.     I  shall  Stop,  with  p:iy 

Host  Hearty  Wishes  for  the  Prosperity  of  His  Exc  Qeu*  Washington 

&  his  Brave  little  Army  ;  k  am^^^ith  Sipcerity,  your  Most  Ob'  k 

>ery  Hum*  Serv*. 

MATT^  SMITH. 

Sunbury,  18«*  Aug-*,  1780. 
J)irectedf 
.    To  Hia  Exc'y  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President 

Fav*  by  Gol«  Peter  Hosterman. 


Col.  Dak.  Brodhbad  to  Pass.  Beed^  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  Aug.  18«  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

On  friday  last,  ten  men  were  killed  by  a  party  of  Wyandot  Indians, 
above  tbe  Forks  of  Cheat;  this  is  all  the  mischief  that  has  been  done 
of  Ute. 

The  Troops  have  been  without  bread  for  several  days,  and  begin 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  461. 
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to  mnrmnr ;  but  I  expect  to  ^t  a  little  grain  chopped  in  a  bad  Hone 
mill,  near  this  phoe,  and,  if  possible,  preTent  &  mutiny  vntill  t 
farther  supply  can  be  procured.  This  Country  has  grown  a  grttt 
quantity  of  Grain  this  season,  but  the  waters  are  so  low,  that  Floac 
or  meal  cannot  be  manufactured.  And  I  hear  the  pack  hone  mon  i 
have  left  the  Serrice :  so  that  we  hare  a  duU  prospect  befomiii^aBcl  ' 
not  a  shilling  hare  we  to  purchase  with.  j 

The  Enemy  have  lately  killed  &  taken  near  four  hundred  Meo,         , 
Women  &  Children,  from  Licking  Creek,  near  Kentnoke,  and  ii'i        ' 
pobable  their  next  attempt  will  be  i^nst  this  purt  of  the  Goontcj; 
but  I  flatter  myself  they  cannot  approach  us  with  a  consideriUe 
force,  without  lieing  discovered  by  the  fnendly  Indians,  who  will 
give  immediate  Notice.  i 

Necessity  has  compelled  me  to  evacuate  for  a  short  time  the  poito 
of  Armstrong  k  Crawford,  but  I  shall  return  the  Garrison  thMier 
so  soon  as  they  can  be  subsisted.  Whilst  the  water  oontinneBhi  iti 
present  state,  I  cannot  conceive  that  the  Inhahttaats  of  Westaom* 
land  are  in  Danger, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  oiaiost  respeet  A  esteem,  yov 
Excellencies  moat  Obed<  ServS 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD. 

Hia  Exoell'y  Gov  Ueed. 

James  Sjbablb  to  Pebs.  of  CongbksSi  1780. 

On  board  the  ship  Jay,  at  sea,  in  Latitude  45-85 :  Longitude  about 

20,— 18«  August,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  a  line  direetei 
to  you,  which  you  will  be  so  obliging,  after  perusing  it,  to  send  to  His 
Excellency  President  Reed.  It^jwill  inform  jim  and  him,  that  after 
a  great  deal  of  bad  weather  and,  head  Winds,  we  are  thus  fiur  ad- 
vanced on  our  passage,  with  all  things  in  good  order  on  board  tbe 
ship.  As  tbe  Winds  seem  to  promise  favourably,  we  are  not  without 
hopes  of  seeing  Port  Le-Orient  in  eight  or  nine  days. 

This  letter  is  intended  by  the  ship  General  Pickering  from  Bilbos 
to  Boston,  and  will  serve  to  inform  our  friends  of  our  situation. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Reed  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  transmit 
the  substance  of  this  letter  to  M"  Searle  by  express,  as  it  will  be  a 
great  relief  to  her  mind.  He  will  also  please  to  inform  her  that  I 
have  been  entirely  free  from  sickness  tbe  whole  passage ;  that  «o 
have  a  fine  ship,  an  obliging  Captain,  and  a  great  Pknty  of  all  thinp 
good  on  board. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Year  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

JAMES  SEARLE. 

To  His  Exc'y  the  President  of  Congress. 


I 
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Gbh.  St.  Claib  to  Pbbs.  Bkeb,  1780. 

Camp  at  Tappan,  Angt  19th^  1780. 
Sir, 

I  enclose  a  Letter  from  Major  Church  to  GeDeral  Hand,  and  from 
General  Hand  to  me  on  the  8abject  of  certain  Vacancies  that  have 
happened  in  the  fourth  Begiment  The  gentlemen  are  anxions  to 
have  their  Commissions  bat  the  appointments  most  go  thro  Councill 
to  the  Board  of  War — ^besides  these  it  is  now  confidently  asserted 
that  Colonell  Connor  has  been  lost  at  sea — that  will  make  a  Promo- 
tion of  Colonell  Harmar  to  the  laen*  Colonell  Commandant  of  the 
seventh — Major  Church  Lieutenant  Colonell  of  the  6th  vice  Har^ 
mar,  and  Capt^  Nice  Major  to  the  fourth,  vice  Church — ^if  this 
misfortune  has  happened.  The  Councill  will  please  to  make  these 
appointmi^nts  also  that  the  Commissions  maj  be  sent  up  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Sir  your  Ezoellencys  most  obedient 
humble  Servant 

AB.  ST.  CLAIB. 
IHreeiedf 

On  PubUo  Service^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed^  Esquire^  President  of  the  State  of 
PomaylvaBia^ 


Col.  Dakl.  Bbodheab  to  P&i&  Bjesd,  1780. 

Vort  Pitt,  Aug*  21sty  1780. 
Bear  Sir, 

I  am  intarmed  by  express  firom  the  Delaware  Towns  that  Colo. 
Claik^  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  with  a  body  of  about  one  Thousand 
men  has  destroyed  the  Shawnese  Town  at  CheUaoo£Fy;  and  is  pursuing 
the  Indians  to  the  upper  Town. 

How  happy  should  I  be,  if  it  was  in  my  power  to  attack  the 
Wyandots  Jt  Mingoes  at  this  time.  But  I  cannot  March  with  one 
Days  allowance  of  Bread  k  three  or  four  of  Beef.  What  can  be  Uie 
reason  that  no  provission  is  made  for  the  Troops  in  this  Department 
1  am  at  a  loss  to  dcTise.  Had  I  been  told  to  make  the  best  shift 
in  my  power,  I  should  not  now  ha^  been  thus  destitute  of  supplies, 
but  1  in  full  expecta&»n  of  receiving  adequate  supplies  have  waited, 
untill  the  difficulty  of  obtaining,  them  has  greatly  increased.  Could 
ft  Considerable  Sum  oi  our  State  money  be  obtained  our  wants  would 
speedily  be  supplyed,  for  I  am  informed  that  the  People  will  gladly 
receive  it  in  payment  for  their  produce. 

The  late  resolve  of  the  Virginia  Assembly  has  greatly  disturbed 
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their  Adherents^  and  I  am  afhdd  it  will  injare  our  Militaij  i 
untili  the  line  is  fully  ran. 

If  we  eould  be  furnished  with  some  half  Johannes's  here  we  codd 
recroit  a  number  of  ezodlent  men  for  the  ServioOi  but  they  will 
scarcely  a^ree  to  go  all  the  way  to  PhiUd*  to  be  mastered  befim 
they  recenre  their  Bounty.  I  think  it  sounds  best  upon  the 
Drumhead. 

1  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  Captn.  Sweanngens  recniiting  Aee^ 
and  will  remit  those  of  the  other  Gentlemen  oonoemed  so  soon  u 
they  are  settled. 

.  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  most  perfect  req>eot 

ft  esteem  ycHir  ExceHenmea 
most  Obed't  Serv't 

DANIEL  BRODHEAJ). 
Directedj 
To  His  Excell'y  Got.  Reed. 


Col.  L.  Nicola  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Barracks^  2l8t  Aug.  1780. 
Geot^, 

Beinff  called  by  my  late  Landlord^  Mr.  James  Beaeiet,  for  rent 
due  tohim^  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  reauesting  your  ^order  on 
the  Treasurer  for  600  dollars,  the  amount  of  a  years  pay  as  Town 
Major^  ending  the  19th  Inst 

When  I  undertook  to  put  the  barracks  in  such  oider  as  would  in 
great  measure  prevent  a  continuance  of  the  former  mischie£B  I  ex- ' 
pected,  from  the  information  of  the  workmen,  that  the  materials, vil., 
Joists,  DocMTB  with  their  apportenanees  &  bricks  taken  from  the 
condemned  cellars,  k  which  could  not  be  of  service  in  iiitare  repsin, 
would  nearly,  if  not  fully  tepay  the  ezpence,  for  which  parposel 
sold  some  on  the  best  terms  I  could  &  propoeed  disposiog  of 
the  other,  bst  Christian  Sheflfex  informs  me  they  will  all  be  wanting 
in  the  works  now  ciurryiog  on  at  Fort  Mifflin,  &  that  tiiey  will  not 
hring  the  price  that  new  will  cost,  on  this  notice  I  thougfat  pioperto 
viesist,  ft  lay  the  matter  before  you  it  request  your  directions.  The 
cost  of  work  done  amounts  66581  DoL,  &  of  materials  sold  to  1845 
Bal»  4808},  Besides  the  materials  that  cannot  be  of  use  in  repaiiing 
the  barradcs  I  have  boards  k  nails  to  a  considerable  amount 
I  am  with  respect 

Gentlemen  your  most  obed,  Serv* 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
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Pbes.  of  Cokqbess  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Pbiladelpliia,  August  22d;  1780. 
Sir, 
la  7«w  Letlar  of  tbe  6^  which  was  this  Day  read  in  ConmsSy 

Jroa  are  pleased  to  inform  Congress;  that  <<  on  the  first  daj  of  June 
ast  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  adopting  the  resolutions  for  calling 
in  the  Kfls  ni  OircvilatioB,  and  otnitting  new  Bills  on  certain  Funds, 
bat  with  a  suspending  Claese  of  its  Operation  nntil  a  Majority  of  the 
States  riionld  pass  Laws  of  a  similar  nature :''  that  <'  an  official  De- 
elftralion  from  nia  Ezoeilency  the  President  of  Congress  or  the  Dele* 
gates  of  the  State  to  the  Supreme  ExecutiTe  Council;  that  a  Majority 
of  the  States  had  passed  Laws  to  the  abore  effect  would  immediately 
gf?e  Sfficaey  to  ^e  law  of  this  Slate. 

I  am  therefore  now  to  in^yrm  you  that  a  majority  of  Ibe  United 
States  baifO  passed  laws  adopting  the  resolutions  of  the  18  March 
1780  for  calling  in  the  Gontinental  Bills  in  Oiroolation^  and  emitting 
new  KUs  on  eertain  F^nds.* 

I  have  tlie  Hommr  to  be>  with  the  highest  BSsteem 
ft  regard  your  most  honable  serrant 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Rresident. 

Hia  Bzcellency  the  IVcrident  ft  Supreme  ExecutiTO  Council  of 
PeansylTaaia. 


David  Dsshlbb  to  Fbxs.  Uksd,  1780. 

Allentown^  24tb  Aug*;  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  sent  M'  Charles  Deshler  my  asslstant/who  wiH  call  on  you, 
fbr  a  supply  of  cash,  and  request  you'll  be  pleas'd  to  send  me  Fifty 
ifacusand  pounds  for  the  use  of  purchasing  supplies  for  the  army, 
without  that  article  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  carry  on  the  Business 
in  the  manner  I  could  wish. 

I  can  purchase  one  hundred  head  of  cattle  in  one  weefai  time,  if  I 
was  supplied  with  money  for  that  purpose. 

I  bare  the  offer  of  fire  hundred  Bushels  of  Wheat  from  one  person^ 
l>ui  cannot  haye  it  for  want  of  money. 

I  am  sir.  Your  Ob*  Hum*  S* 

DAVID  DESHLER, 
Commis'  for  North".  County.f 

Public  Serrioe. 

The  Honorable  Jos.  Keed,  Esq.  Pres*  Philadelphia. 

By  Mr.  Desbler. 

«  Se^  CoL  Edc.*  Vol.  XII.,  p.  459. 
t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XXL,  p,  460. 
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Coil.  A.  LooHET  TO  Pbbs.  Besd,  1780. 

Twelre  mile  Ban  j«  24<^  Anjf  1780. 
May  it  please  your  ExoeQenoyy 

I  receiyed  the  supplys  yoa  were  pleased  to  order  for  the  FroMioi 
of  thia  Conntyy  aaif  and  in  good  order^  aome  monUia  past  I  flattnd 
myself  to  have  the  Pleashor  of  reporting  to  your  EzoelkM^  aooM 
{;ood  news  from  the  Indian  Cnntery  in  Person.  As  Gol^  Brosdheid 
m  connection  with  the  Inhabitance  on  this  side  the  mountsiiis  had 
laid  a  plan  for  the  Reduction  of  some  of  the  hoatail  Indian  towm. 
Which  a  scarcity  of  provitions  hass  prevented  for  some  tinealthow 
I  flatter  mysrif  an  ezenrtion  of  that  Neature  irill  soon  be  eiEMtei 

Our  Oob  of  the  PennsylYania  Volentears  wore  in  sernce  befon 
the  act  of  Assembly  oame  to  this  Gounlyi  and  roaaod  on  the  bum 
Plann  the  Law  Prescrib,  But  not  so  long  Ingaged  &  one  oflioer  tot 
many,  as  wo  had  three  poets  to  ooeupy  it  wass  uoiu^t  too  Captaioi 
&  too  LieutF  wass  neoessaiy,  if  yoor  BzeeUency  should  think  our 
conduct  oonsistant  in  this  matter^  I  would  be  thankfull  that  one  other 
commition  be  sent. 

The  Beeruiting  service  for  the  Baagiug  Company  is  goiBff  on.  I 
was  informed  this  day  by  Cap^  Guttcry  that  he  hass  enlisted  tves^ 
able  boyde'd  BecruitSi  the  Lieu^  of  that  Company  declined  sorving 
as  he  was  before  appointed  a  Captain  in  the  troops  now  the  Peniuyl- 
Tania  Volentears.  J  ohn  Jamison  who  was  formerly  a  lieut*  in  Gtp^ 
Irwins  oompany  of  Baingers  has  acted  in  that  oapasity  in  the  recnii- 
ing  service.  I  humbly  Request  his  commition  may  be  seat^  as  I 
know  him  to  he  tollerable  well  Qualify*  for  that  bosiBesB. 

Our  Pennsylvania  Yelnnteers  have  been  supply'd  from  the  conti- 
nental stors  uutill  the  7th  Instant  and  drew  every  necessary  firom 
CoP  Broadhead  until  a  scarcity  of  Provitions  oblidsed  him  to  send 
them  into  the  enhabitants,  some  of  the  troops  are  sick  and  cannot  be 
attended  by  the  continantol  Sergsnts.  I  was  under  the  necessity  to 
apply  to  Doctor  Alexander  Lindsay  for  their  Beleiff  who  is  veiy 
willing  to  render  his  services  if  a  reasonable  Bestitution  is  made  & 
found  in  Medisins.    He  has  sent  a  small  list  of  the  Medesons  Be- 

Suisite  which,  I  think  will  be  cairfully  apply'd  to  the  use  mentioBed 
lie  Pennsylvania  Volentears  have  been  m  service  senoe  the  lOth 
April  and  is  now  in  want  of  some  pay,  the  Continent  is  oblidged  to 
pay  them  until  the  fifteenth  of  June.  But  as  cash  is  not  to  be  had 
from  that  fund  &  the  troops  in  want,  I  must  request  your  Exellenej 
may  appoint  some  person  as  paymaster  for  the  purpose  mentioned. 

Knapsacks  Camp  Cettels  and  other  necessarys  in  the  Q1UIte^ 
masters  Department  will  likewise  be  wanted.  In  particular  Wrigbt- 
ing  paper  &  orderly  Books.    We  have  had  no  dammage  done  by  the 
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iaTAges  mnoe  aprile  which  in  a  great  tneashure  ttuafc  be  aepribed  to 
the  cair  &  Yigolenee  of  our  troops. 

I  hare  the  honnonr  to  be  yonr  EzeUeDcjs 

Most  Obedient  and  ?erj  humble  servt 
A.  LOOHBT. 
Directed, 

To  his  fixoeUeney  Joseph  Beed  Esqr.  Piresed^t  of  the  State  of 
PeimaylTaaia. 

List  of  Mbdioinbs. 

ftviij.  Sel.  Epsom^  iy.  Mer.  Corross.  Subt. 

ftj.  Fol :  Sense^  tt>j.  Argent,  vir. 

9>j.  Manna  Op't.  ftij.  Sal.  Nitri. 

ftj.  Pair.  JaUap,  -    ftij.  Crem.  Tart. 

Sir.  Calomel,  ^iy.  Vitriol.  Gserol. 

Sm  Puhr :  Ipecac*  ftss.  Pnly.  Oantbarides. 

3iij.  Tart.  Etaet.  ftiss.  Oum.  Camphor. 

Sir.  Merc :'  Prvecip :  RqIk  ^^/  TJngt.  Basilicon. 

ftj.  Puly.  Cort.  Pemy.  Tb^.  Empl.  Corroborans. 
Siy.  Puly.  Contrayerya.  Con.       ftj.  Bals.  Capivi. 

ftss.  Puly.  Valerian.  3i.  01.  Menth.  Vulg. 

ftj.  Puly.  Rhei. 


GouiroiL  TO  LiBUTBKAirrs  ov  cbbtaik  Couniibs^  1780. 

Sir, 

In  consequence  of  a  Letter  reoei?'d  yesterday  from  his  Excell'^  the 
President  of  the  State  dated  Trenton  Aug^*  23dy  we  are  ordered  to 
countermand  the  orders  heretofore  sent  you  respecting  the  march  of 
y  Lancaster  County  Militia.  Such  as  are  embodied  to  continue  at 
tlie  place  of  Rendesyous  as  you  may  think  proper,  to  hold  themselyes 
in  readiness  to  proceed  at  a  Minute's  notice  their  Route  &  place  of 
Destination  will  be  communicated  to  you  in  due  time.  They  must 
proyfde  them  with  Blankets,  Arms,  &c. 
ym^or^— Aug.  £4, 1780.    Lancaster,  York  &  Cumberland. 


RbSOLUTIONS  OTf  CONGBBSS,  1780. 

In  Congress,  August  25th,  1780. 

Reaolyed,  That  when  the  Goyemors  or  Preddents  of  two  or  more 

States  act  in  the  field  together,  he  who  has  been  longest  in  Office 

shall  take  rank  of  all  other  Ooyemors  or  presidents  except  the 

Ooyemor  or  President  of  the  State  in  which  they  are,  who  in  his 
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iymi  6teid|  notwithsfandlDg  he  ma^  be  yonngort  in  elliM,  ihrtji 
takes  rank. 

Resolved,  That  wbenerer  th^  ^onreniors  or  Prasidento  of  States 
act  in  coQJnnotidn  witk  Oontineiital  troops,  they  shall  for  the  time 
thej  00  act  in  eonjanction  have  the  rank  of  Major  6en^  in  the  line 
of  Uie  Army. 

Provided  >lway8|  '.That  noticing  in  the  aliave  reac^lioBi  dill 
exclude  the  Governor  of  any  State  from  a  seperate  oommand  ovei 
the  Militia  of  the  State  in  which  he  presides  where  not  incoDSfltevt 
with  the  particular  views  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
Ettract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


BSBOLUTIOITS  07  CONORESS,  1780. 

*In  Congress,  Augwt  26th,  1780. 

Congress  look  into  Gonsideradon  the  Report  of  the  Comiuttee 
appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  preveatiag  the  ftitiei 
Issues  of  GertifioatM,  and  for  Carrving  into  E&o^  the  Bfisohtiou 
of  the  18th  of  March  last,  &c,^  And  tberrfore  caiM  t^  the  fdlowing 
Besolotions. 

Whereas  a  larae  and  immediate  Supply  of  Money  is  necessiiy  for 
carrying  on  the  Operations  of  the  War  and  for  the  payment  of  delta 
dte  for  Supplies  heretofore  furnished,  and  for  the  payment  of  Inte- 
rest on  Loan  Office  Certificates, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  raeemmended  to  the  several  Steies 
to  take  the  most  ^edy  &  effectual  Measures  in  their  Power  for 
drawing  in  their  respective  Quotas  of  the  continental  Bills  of  Cic^t 
to  be  destroyed,  either  by  a  Tax  to  be  collected  immediately,  or  bj 
ozohanginff  for  them  new  Bills  to  be  emitted  pursuant  to  the  Aet 
of  the  iSm  of  March  last,  at  a  rate  not  less  than  forty  of  the  former 
fbr  one  of  the  latter,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  said  new  BiUs  nny  U 
issued. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  raise  bjAx^ 
payable  in  the  Bills,  emitted  pursuant  to  the  Act  aforesaid,  or  m 
specie,  their  respective  Quotas  of  three  Millions  of  Dollars  agree- 
able to  the  apportionment  of  the  7th  October,  1779,  und  paj  tke 
same  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  as  soon  as  possible;  the 
payment  to  be  fully  oompleated  by  the  last  day  of  December  next; 
each  State  to  be  allowed  Interest  for  the  same  from  the  Time  it  is 
paid,  to  be  hereafter  adjusted  according  to  a  Resolution  of  the  6th 
ofOctob',1779.t 

That  Major  General  Greene,  late  Quarter  Master  General,  and 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  lute  Commissary  General  of  purchases,  and 
the  present  Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  respectively  reader 
an  account  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  the  amount  of  the  Moaies 

.     *  Seo  CoL  Rec.,  Vol»  Xa,  p.  286. 
t  See  Arcbiyes,  Vol.  VIL,  p.  782. 
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doe  Irom  Aeia  on  Gertifofttes  ar  otberwiae  on  pobliok  AMOonti 
gp«<afjk)g  the  Sam  doe  in  each  State  in  order  that  Warrants  may 
iflsne  in  their  fivotur  CQ  the  Treasnrem  of  snch  States  for  payment 
of  the  same  ont  of  the  Monies  to  be  ooUeoted  for  the  United  States 
as  aforesaid :  vhioh  Warrants  being  paid  shall  be  accepted  by  the 
Treasurer  towards  snoh  States.  Qaota  of  the  Monies  to  be  raised  as 
aforesaid^  And  it  is  farther  recommended  to  such  States  to  provide 
that  snch  Certificates  of  the  said  Qua'  Master  General  and  Commis- 
saries and  those  who  purchased  under  them  be  received  in  payment 
of  the  said  TaxeA  to  the  amount  of  snoh  Warrants  under  proper 
Regulations  for  preventing  frauds. 

And  to  prevent  the  Possibility  of  any  Depreciation  in  the  Bills 
to  be  emitted  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  the  18th  March  aforesaid,  that 
it  be  most  earnestly  reoommended  to  the  several  States  not  to  issue 
Bills  of  Credit  for  a  Currency  on  any  consideraUon  whatever  to  a 
^eater  amount  than  their  respective  Quotas  of  the  new  Bills,  stated 
in  the  Act  aforesaid.  And  that  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  any 
of  the  States  since  the  first  day  of  January  last  and  redeemable  in 
Specie  at  par,  be  considered  as  part  of  the  rroportion  of  the  Money 
reserved  by  the  said  Act  of  the  18th  of  March  to  the  use  of  the 
State. 

Besolvcd,  That  all  and  singular  the  Creditors  of  these  United 
States  for  Supplies  furnished  the  army  or  the  transportatbn  thereof^ 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  just  value  of  the  Sums  due  to  them 
respectively  in  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  pursuant  to  the  Act  of 
the  18th  of  March  last,  the  value  of  the  Sums  due  to  be  ascertained 
according  to  the  current  value  of  continental  Bills  of  Credit  com- 
pared with  Specie  at  the  Time  the  Money  became  due  at  the  place 
where  the  Supplies  were  fumished,  provided  the  same  do  not 
exceed  the  prices  fixed  for  such  Supplies  by  the  Act  of  the  25th  of 
Febmary  last,  or  a  proportionate  value  for  services  dene  and  articles 
furnished,  not  mentioned  in  the  said  Act.  But  if  the  nominal  sum 
in  continental  Currency  contracted  for  when  reduced  to  Specie  value 
as  aforesaid,  shall  exc^d  the  fixed  price  aforesaid,  the  Creditor  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  the  supplies  furnished  or  ser- 
ylces  done  at  the  said  fixed  or  proportionate  prices  in  the  New  Bills 
aforesaid,  or  the  nominal  Sum  contracted  for  in  continental  Bills  of 
Credit,  and  no  more  at  his  Election. 

That  the  Accounts  being  duly  examined  and  adjusted  by  the 
Snle  aforesaid  by  Commissioners  that  may  be  appointed  agreeably^ 
to  the  Besolution  of  the  12th  of  June  last  to  settle  Accounts  of 
Officers  of  the  Staff  Departments  in  the  sevexal  .States,  or  by  the 
Officer  who  made  the  Contraet  or  by  whom  the  jpayment  is  to  be 
made^  the  same  shall  be  paid  or  a  Certificate  given  for  the  Sum 
jnstly  due,  certifving  that  the  same  hath  been  duly  examined  and 
adjusted  agreeably  to  the  Directions  aforesaid }  and  if  paid  in  the 
new  Bills,  the  Interest  on  the  said  Bills  shall  be  computed  to  the 
date  of  such  Certificates. 
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That  M  Debts  due  to  tbe  United  States  for  MoD$e8  reomdfer 
their  Use  or  otberwifle  within  any  of  these  States  shall  be  p^ 
according  to  the  jnst  Valne  of  the  Money  when  it  was  reoeived  or 
became  dne,  to  be  ascertained  as  aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Serfy. 


CouNOUi  OF  Massachusetts  to  Pbes.  Beex>,  1780. 

His  Exoelleney  Joseph  Reed  Esquire. 

State  of  Massa.  Bay. 

Council  Chamber,  Boston,  Aug*  26**,  1780. 
The  Council  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  would  represent 
to  your  Exoelleney  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Sherboni 
on  the  Island  of  Nantucket  are  in  great  want  of  tlour  and  Grain 
for  their  own  Consumption,  &  would  therefore  rooommend  Tristnm 
Coffin,  Master  of  the  Schooner. Pbosnix,  (an  Inhabitant  of  said 
Island,)  for  your  Excellency's  permission  to  purchase  Flour  and 
Orain  to  relieve  the  Necessities  of  said  Inhabitants  on  the  said 
Island  of  Nantucket. 

True  Copy. 

Attest^  JOHN  AYEEY,  D.  Seo^j.* 


Lt.  Abeaham  Smith  to  Council,  1780. 

Carlisle,  2d«^  August,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  send  you  herein  Inclosed  the  names  and  Rank  of  the  field 
Officers  of  Cumberland  County,  with  as  many  of  the  Company 
Officers  as  I  have  been  able  to  get  Eetums  of;  I  have  htd  none 
from  three  Battalions  that  is  over  the  north  mountain.  I  bavs 
agreeable  to  'your  Excellency's  Orders  Sent  off  the  Militia  of  (thia 
County  to  Philadelphia,  I  am  unhappy  to  inform  you  that  they  hare 
iiot  turned  out  so  well  as  I  Could  wish,  I  think  there  is  about  fiftf 
wanting  of  the  number  called  for.  The  alarming  situation  of  the 
people  oyer  the  noarth  mountain  made  it  very  unadvisable  to  send 
any  down  from  that  quarter,  I  have  therefore  Ordei'd  them  for  tbe 
defence  of  the  frounteers,  and  all  the  three  Classes  from  here  down. 
I  hope  the  number  Sent  down  will  be  Excepted  as  Sufficent  on 
Consideration  of  our  frounteers  Situation,  I  have  proportioned  the 
Officers  to  the  Number  of  men,  the  Gentlemen  seem  desirous  to 
have  their  Commissions  before  they  go  to  Camp,  I  therefore  hope 
their  Commissions  will  be  ihade  out  for  them.  I  have  sent  the 
Volunteers  raised  in  this  side  of  the  mountain  down,  them  raised 

♦  See  CoL  Bee.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  626.    Not  granted. 
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over  the  monntain  are  on  the  frontiers  of  Northumberland  Oonntj. 
There  is  great  Compkints  from  numbers  of  the  militia  men  of 
want  of  money  to  bear  their  Ezpenoes  to  Gamp,  I  am  Satisfied  there 
is  some  of  them  ill  of,  I  wou'd  therefore  flatter  myself  if  there  is  any 
in  the  treasurey  that  a  Small  Quantity  will  be  advanced  when  they 
go  to  Phila.  I  woqM  just  beg  leave  to  mention  a  matter  to  your 
Ezoelleney  that  seem  to  give  much  uneasyness  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  County,  that  is  the  lowenng  the  ]^ce  of  min,  part  of  the 
ablest  of  the  people  had  bef(M«  SoTd.so  much  of  tneir  wheat  at  ten 
Shillings  ^  Bushell  as  won'd  pay  their  publiek  tax,  the  others  who 
bad  not  wheat  before  harvest  tiunk  it  exceedingly  hard  that  thoy  have 
not  the  opportunity  of  paying  there  tax  on  the  same  footing  with 
their  neighbeors  they  are  now  InclinM  to  Conclude  that  they  must 
be  allow^  a  Small  price  for  their  flower  if  the  Carrige  is  taken  f^om 
the  Philadelphia  price. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 

Excellency's  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

AB-.  SMETH. 

IHreciedf 

Public  Service* 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supi 
£zecutive  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn'.,    Ab^«  Smith. 

fav*  b 


Cot. 


^tohelL     } 


Lt.  Joseph  Hart  to  V.  P.  Moorb,  1780. 

August  y  25*»,  1780. 
Sip, 

It  may  be  unnecessary  now  to  tell  you  the  Number  of  Men  we 
have  at  Txenton,  aa  perhaps  you  will  have  the  account  from  the 
Adjutant  Gen. :  The  Number  of  Privates  (however)  does  not  much 
exceed  200,  but  they  are  Increasing  every  Day.  Our  Men  are  told 
that  the  Militia  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philad*  rec*  a  Sum  of 
Money  previous  to  their  Marching,  and  they  aie  almost  ready  to 
mstiny  because  they  had  none;  and  we  must  give  them  a  smaQ 
supply  as  soon  as  possible;  for  this  end  the  Bearer  M'  W*  Soott, 
Paymaster,  will  wait  on  Council  for  their  Order  to  draw  Money. 
I  am  Sir 

Yourn  &  the  Councils 

most  Obdt.  &  very  hmbe-  Serv*., 

JOSEPH  HART,  L.  B.  C 
Directed f 

To  William  Moore  Esq'.,  Vice  president  of  the  Supreme 
Szecutive  Couudl  for  the  State  of  Pensilvania. 
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Col.  Wm.  Scom  to  V-  P.  Moobb,  1780. 

York,  Aag'ie^^M. 
Sir, 

In  a  letter  from  Oooaoil  of  the  25*^  July  last"^  I  was  eidered  to 
fornish  three  hmtdred  and  fifty  Men  of  the  Militia  of  York  Coonky; 
for  which  end  I  was  inatrnoted  to  Gall  three  Classea  aad  if  they  JUd 
not  famish  that  ntimber;  to  proceed  to  a  fourth  Ohui;  on  reo^of 
which  I  immediately  warned  the  three  Clasees  as  directed.  I  after* 
wards  rec*  another  letter  of  the  1"*  ineunt  wherein  the  qaots  fcr 
our  County  was  again  mentioned ;  with  orders  for  the  Men  to  mink 
of  which  1  also  gave  notice  but  there  is  only  one  Company  as  yet 
got  f^dy.  It  is  thought  by  some  gentle  Men  here  that  the  whole 
of  the  Classes  call<^  Shou'  Maroh  or  be  fined,  Othep  are  of  Opsm 
that  the  number  mentioned  by  Council  only  shou*  go  and  as  the 
difieranoe  of  Sentiments  seems  to  retard  our  Progress  P  Humbly 
beg  the  favour  of  Council,  to  instruct  me  in  this  Matter,  as  the 
number  of  Men  in  the  three  Classes  are  at  least  five  times  the 
number  demanded  of  this  County,  in  the  meantime  I  will  ferwtid 
the  men  as  they  are  made  up  and  hold  the  remainder  in  reafinesB 
fer  farther  Orders. 

I  am  sir  your  Honout's 

Obedient  humble  8ery*.| 

W».  SOOTT. 
Directedf 

To  the  Honourable  William  Moore  EsquirCy  Yioe  President  m 
Council^  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Sam'l  J.  Atleb  to  Y.  P.  Moobb,  1780. 

Laneaateri  Aug"*  2e*»|  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  this  minute  honored  with  your  Letter  by  Blaok  of  the  24th| 
and  am  very  happy  it  arrived  when  it  did,  as  I  had  just  wrote  to 
Council!  for  orders  respeoting  the  militia  of  th»  County,  the  Letten 
alladed  to  in  the  one  before  me  must  have  miscarried.  I  faaye  gjf^ 
the  orders  for  the  militia  to  hold  themsdres  in  reiHiineaB--4ind  Jik^ 
wise  ordered  that  eaok  man  oomo  provided  wi^  a  Blankett,hut  aim 
I  fear  it  will  be  impossible  to  provide,  what  can  be  procured  diall 

I  have  inclosed  the  Return  xd  the  officers  of  the  militia  for  Lid- 
caster  County,  as  far  as  they  can  be  at  present  filled  up,  I  most  beg 
the  Commissions  may  be  immediately  sent  up — together  with  Blankets 
for  those  th^t  are  not  in  the  return,  to  be  fitt^  here  as  officers  can 
be  prevailed  upon  to  accept. 

*  See  |>a||(e  id4. 
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Soodiy  Beoinita  have  offered  mm  iny  aniTid  here,  bat  m  I  wm 
aol  enabled  to  pay  tfaehr  Boiiiitj,  tbej  eaiiDol  be  prevailed  ofion  to 
preeood  to  Pfailad*  witboot  if— ^ley  oemplaiB  tbel  tbej  bave  Baodvy 
dlebte  to  pay,  tbat  tbeir  ereditan  will  do4  pennit  tbeir  deparime  nntiU 
aalisfaofeioa  ii  made  them. 

Gonncill  knows  my  nnlinienie  le^eeliag  the  Becraitiiig  aerviee. 
laraSSr, 

your  BoQoani  mcmt  ob* 

and  yery  Hble  Serv* 

BAM.  J.  ATL£». 

HoDble  William  UQore,  Eaqr.,  Yice  Preaident 


GfiN.  WAfiHINQTOH  10  PbX8.  B«D,  1780,. 

(Oifoolar^y 

Head  Qoftrters,  near  the  liberty  Pole, 
Bergen  Oonaty,  27ih  August,  17^. 

The  HoMtable  the  Cottntttee  of  co-operatioB  biTiDg  vetaned  to 
doBgiciSy  I  an  uader  the  disagreeable  neossriiy  of  koJunaiag  yow 
Ssoeileaeyy  that  tbtt  army  is  sgain  nsduoed  to  an  cstremily  of  ditf 
trees  for  want  of  Proirisioo.  The  greater  part  of  it  bad  bees  without 
seat  firom  the  2lBt  to  the  2<tb.  To  endeavour  to  obtain  lome  relief 
I  teeived  down  to  this  pltoe  with  a.mw  of  etnpptng  the  lower,  parti 
ef  the  OOBBtry  of  its  Qatde,  which,  after  a  moat  rigorous  eiaotieaiy 
is  found  to  afford  between  two  and  three  days  supply  only,  anA  .those 
oonsbting  of  milch  cows  and  calves  of  oAe  oi  two  yeiffs  i^d. .  When 
this  seanty  pittance  is  oonsumed,  I  know  not  what  will  be  our  next 
*  resource,  as  the  Commissar^  can  give  me  no  <Sertain  information  of 
more  Uian  ItiO  bead  of  Cattle  expected  from  Pennsylvania,  and  about 
150  horn  Siassachoeetts^  I  mean  in  time  to  supply  our  immediate 
wants. 

Military  coercion  is  no  longer  of  any  avail,.aa  noiUBgifilvthflr  ttin 
poesibly  be  collected  from  the  Country  in  which  we  .are  obliged  to 
take  a  position,  without  depriving'  the  Inhabitants  of  the  last  morsel. 
This  mode  of  subsisting,  sap|^ing  the  desired  md  oould  be  answered 
by  it,  besides  being  in  the  highest  degree  distressing  to  individuals, 
is  atteoded  with  ruin  to  the  morals^  and  discipline  of  the  army — 
during  th^  few  days  which  we  have  been  obliged  to  send  out  smaU- 
pajrtifa  to  psooure  Provisiona  lor  tfaemselves|  the  moet  enorwous 
cgoesses  have  been  committed. 

It  has  been  no  inconsiderable  enpport  of  our  cause,  to  have  had  it, 
in  our  pow#r  to  oontrast  the  conduct  of  our  arJOGgr  with  that  of  the,"- 
Vol.  VIIL— 23 
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'fiaetn J,  and  to  oofaiiaoe  the  Inli«bitant8  (ihat  while  their  Tigjkti  leie 
•  vaotcniy  vioUtod  b^  the  Britteh  Troops,  by  ours  thej  ffeHB  reifeeled. 
0?biB  dietioetioii  nniAt  unhappily  now  ooiae,  and  we  musti  aMume  the 
.^diona  obaragter  of  the  plondoreES,  inateid  of  the  proteofceraof  tbe 
People,  the  direct  oonsequenoe  of  which  moat'  he  io  ^lenate  that 
xninda  from  tbe  anny^  and  ineenalbly  £pobi  the  oanee. 

We  have  not  yet  been  absolately  without  flour,  bat  we  l|ave  iklt 
day  but  one  days  supply  in  Camp,  and  I  am  not  certain  that  there 
is  a  single  barrel  between, this  and  Trenton.  I  shall  be  obliged 
therefore  to  draw  down  one  or  two  hundred  barrels  from  a  small 
magaxine  .%rhi6h  I  had  endeavoured  to  establish  at  West  Point,  for 
the  security  of  the  Garrison  in  case  of  a  sudden  investiture. 

From  the  above  state  of  faGt^,,it  maj  be  fore^seen.  that  this  army 
cannot  possibly  remain  much  longer  together,  unless  very  v^oroos 
and  immediate  measures  are  taken,  hy.the  States  to  comply  with  the 
requisitions  made  upon  them.  The  Commissary  General  has  neither 
the  mean^  ttii  tbe  poWer.  of.  {locating  supplies..  -He^  is  enly  to  re- 
ceive them  from  the  several  agents.  Without  a  speedy  change  of 
circumstances,  this  dilemma  tinat- 4)0 -involved;  either  the  army  most 
disband,  or  what  is,  if  possible,  worse,  subsist  upon  the  plunder  of 
thePebp)^ 

I  Jif  ottld  fflin  flatter  t^yjialf  that  %  knowledge  of  our  sitoa^on  will 
produce  the  desired  relief — not  a  relief  of  a  few  days,  as  has  gene- 
tally  bsntofore-beeft  the  case,  but  a  «ap|^  eqiibl  tdtker  estaUkh- 
went  of'  angaaioes  for  the  Winter.  If  these  are  not  formed  befiore 
tliei  Roads:  arii  'broken  up  by  the  Weather,  we  slifail).oet-taiBiy  expe- 
fieate  tSie  same  diffiiouhies  and  distresses  the  ensuing  Winter  Wfaieb 
we:  did  the  last  AUho*  th«  trbopil  have,  upon  evei7  oooasiiNi 
hitherto/' borne  J^beiv  wants  with -^  unparalleled  patienoe,  it  wiH  be 
dnngerans  to  trmt  too.  often  to  4  repetitioa*  ef  (he  causes  of  difi- 
senCdBl.  ~       .  -  ... 

'  • '  Ihuve  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Tss^eot, 
::     ;    .  your  Excellency's  ' 

.     .  mo8t[obet  &  bvdB.  settranti - 

G*  WASHINGTON. 
Dtrecfed, 
i  btate  of  IPefHiJsylvsnia. 


\"  ehsi^BRAL  I/AOtnr^to  V.  ?•  Modub,  1780. 

**  *    :         '      OatoTx,  Tfentoii,  Aug*  28tb,  1780. 

I  f6ftf  Philad'*  it*  i  hurry  on  Oommand  to  Biicks  County  and  had 
ttot^tiine  to  stay  and  see  any  of  mv  nece^fniries  ptit  up  tor  Gamp,  this 
I  trusted  totCfol.  Mitchel-and  llaj*  Hanna,  my  Brigade  Maj»,  my 
Waggdffwas  niftrx>ppiened  rinJrtray  thittg^cxiUiiied  till  I^airrivcd  here, 
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md  foxmi  on  oj>eiiing  and  ^Terhalliiig  ihe  stores  tliat  tbtf  upp^nr  part 
^f  tile  Mark€e  was  wnntiDg,  likewise  the  poles,  tfie  waot  qf  those 
Beoessairy  artieles  sobjeets  me  to  great  inoonveDieuce,  will'  therefore 
take  the  Liberty  with  yov  to  beg  joa  to  use  jour  loterestwith  Col. 
Mftehel  to  proe^re  the  af*  articles,  for  which  I  beg  jott  to  procure  a 
MOTeyatioe  to  me  as  soon  as  possible^  and  jou  will  oblige  me  very 
Mch  indeed. 

Our  People  are  beginning  to  show  the  simptoms  of  some  uneasiness 
— ^they  begin  to  think  of  home,  which  is  always  prejudicial  to  the  Con- 
teotinent  of  the  l^Iilitia.  Their  too  long  stay  in  one  place  never  TaUs 
to  produce  tbese  effects^  we  have  in  consequence  thought  of  remoy- 
ittg  theili  a  few  miles  to  divert  their  minds  from'  home,  if  possible. 
His  Excellency  and  my  self  with  our  Aids,  have  been  riding  round 
the  Camp  this  two  Days  in  search  of  ground  suitable  for  a  new  en- 
eampmeut,  but  find  the  Country  exoeeding  dry  and  scarce  of  Water, 
hardly  a  spring  to  be  found. 

This  morning  we  road  towards  Bordcnton,  near  which  place  we 
fixed' en  a  pieee  of  ground  to  which  we  expect  to  move  in  a  few 
Pays. 

We  are  all  in  ioleraUe  he^Uh  at  present,  and  most  anxtonsly  wait 
ihe-arnval  of  the  second  Bevision  of  ou^  AlHes,  when  a  wide  fieM 
Wrill'be  opened  to^dimlay  to  the  never  fading'Gloi^  of  American 
Atms,  now  obsouMd  lor  witit  of  epporttinit^^  Ac*  present  spiKt  of 
•uV'Tvooya* 

I  am  Dear  Sir  '  t    .      • 

;    with  real  resptot,  your 

f  most  ob:  Serv*. 

.      :  JOHN"  LAOBT. 

P.  S.  Pleaiis  to  give  nlj-best  ieq>^ot8  to  the  Hon.  ^entbers  d 
Gosneil,  ttyold  Oolegoes. 

1^  the: -Hon;  William  Moore,  Vise' PMldent  of  l^enn*,  Philadidl- 
phla.  •  .  : 
.  .^  Cipfe.  Wadkba.  ^ 


'  BtBBQBVHOTX  OF  HBlfrBY  O'NWLL,  1780. 

......    V  - 

Notth'd  Go.' ss; 

.  .PersoniMjit  apeilred  before  we  tber  sabseriber  «ene  of 'cTdstioes  "of  the 
pttMw  for^he'cennty  afft^  Henry  O'Nei^  *nd  after  being  duly  swortr 
aB^tfattLaw  direets  depos^th  that  on  the  24^,  Inst:  b^ing  in  company^ 
mth  Peter  Simerman  at  Catawisse  Mill  and  as  ttiey  were  ingaged  in 
repairing  the.  Mill  pond  heard  two  whistles  a#  they  snposed  an  th^ 
Charger  of  a  Gun  but  took  no  notice  but  soon  beard  an  Indian  hallo 
and.  saW'hifai'wata  Ilia  hand  as  though  he  wanted  them  this  Den* 
asked  the  Indian  wbat  he  Waoied  <jbe  (ndian  askeS  UMm  Bughi^ 
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waa  there  thit  Dep*  answered  do  he  then  takei  if  Jeb  Hngb  mi 
there  this  Sep*  AMwered  no  he  then  asked  if  it  was  tones  that  livei 
at  the  Mill  reter  Simerman  answered  not  hut  that  U  was  YsaUes 
theQ  the  Indian  answered  aje — «je— twiee  and  did  not  wem  well 

S leased  took  np  his  Qt|n  and  went  up  the  hiU.  then  this  Dep^  rstaraed 
;  Simerman  asked  if  they  wonld  load  th^  Canoe  0'Ne&  aosmrad 
Aot  he  then  asked  this  Dcp'  if  they  wonld  tell  that,  they  law  sn 
Indian  to  which  this  Diep<  onsworad  yes< 

his 
HBNRY  >^  O'NBIL, 
murk. 
Sworn  &  Buhscribed  before  me  tUa  27th  day  of  Awgnst  A«  Doa. 
X780. 

THO.  HJEWITT. 


Thomas  Hewitt  to  Prea.  Bebd,  1190. 

Angvat  2%  1780. 

Inelosed  you  ha¥e  the  Qoppy^ef  Htfwy  O'Neirs  Depontion,  takes 
BelEeiene  u^  the  presence  of  a  Nansber  of  the.re8pectable  Inhsi^ilufci 
of  North'  C^UAty,  whioh  Evidently  shews  the  Bismnl  sitnaSion  d 
this  Connty  from.  ti»e  Numher  ^i  JDissffeeted  peiaoiit  in  it  Thi 
Deposition  of  Henry  O'Neil,  together  with  the  former  Coadoet  of  a 
Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Catawisse  and  the  plaoes  adjaoeot, 
forms  a  Long  Chain  of  ^ireametaneeSi  that  they  held  k  always  holdi 
a  Correspondenee  with  the  Enemy,  who,  from  their  ntaation,  being 
sarrpnpded :  with  Mountains  on  the  one  side,  and  the  North  £«Bt 
Branch  of  Susqnehanna  on  the  other,  Oives  them  an  Opportunity  of 
koU^ng  a  Irefieoasble  Qerreependenee  'with  the  Enemy  withootBii- 
covery ;  they  have  lived  peaceably  at  home  in  the  moat  DaAgstoai 
times,  Negroes  and  other  suspected  Strangers  being  frequently  seen 
amn^  fel|em>  fS Vjnry laonrmn ihe.Enemy  haa  made  into  ihiaOoaDty 
and  all  the  Disaffected  &milies  in  this  fly  there  for  protection,  whikt 
the  well-affected  sre  oblidged  to  Evacuate  the  Gcnirty,  orshut'theo- 
Belves  up  in  Garrison.  By  the  Confession  of  Ellis  Hughes,  he  went 
np  to  Wyoming  with  a  fiagg  when  tfie  En%my  was  in  possession  of 
that  plsce;  by  Ihe  <}o9fession-  of  Csspiy  Beauty  Dnncan  Beeth 
and  Others,  that  they  were  sent  to  Niagara ;  by  David  Fowler  and 
Others,  the  Inhabitants  of  Catawisse  and  Fishing^^  deck;  The 
Indian 4bat  Ciuna  i»«fe«eeakle  miniier  to  tUat  pAaoe  Lstot Spring; 
father  with  maiiv  more  Sirenmstaneea  which  might  be  prodneed^ 
,  I  therefore  Humbiy  request  the  favour  of  yo«  to  ImyTthisacnsattaa 
before  Counoilf  .hoping  the  Hon****  Council  will  Osantaiiefa  relief  ia 
the  premises  aa  they  in  their  wiadoas  shall  think  propisr. 
Y'  most  Ob'  Hanble  SerS 

THOMAS  HEWITT. 
ZHrected^^UU  Sx0eUen<V  Joseph  Bced|  Esq'. 
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PUKS.   OP   CONGMSS  TO   COUNCIL,  1780. 

Glreolar. 

FhU»d«IpkMi,  Aaguil  39, 1780. 
fair, 

Your  Ezoellenoy  will  receive  entlosed  two  Acts  of  OoogVMB  of 
the  12.  &24.  Instant,  making  l«rtber  Provisions  for  the  Officers  & 
Soldiers  of  tho  Continental  Army,  with  recommendationa  to  tb^ 
teventi  States ;  and  extending  the  half  Paj  heretofore  granted  to 
Officers,  to  the  Widows  or  Ckfldnen  as  the  case  maj  be  of  saoh  Offioen 
as  haT9  died  or  maj  die  in  the  senrice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect 
Yotti  BxcoUene/a  most  obedMOlaanaBi 
SAM.  HDNTINOTQN,  Fresideiit 

Em  Btceliy  ttePkendent  k  OmuimI  of  Penniyhanw. 


VALBirnirE  Eckakt  to  V.  P,  Moorb,  1T80. 

Bea£ng,  AngostSOi  1780. 
Sir, 

3j  aeemufta  veoeived  hers  ob  M^mday  UM  wieam  iifomad  liiaft 
#iie  Joha  Jfagnaai  who  lived  at  a  aaw  auUan  tha  Baad  from  BaaiU 
isg  to  Shaiaokitt  ahoot  thrae  milea  above  Oowrad  Miniiiabi  and  33 
tr^  Baadiogi  on  Sunday  kal  was  irith  hb  three  veaag  obiklieii^ 
harbarendy  marderod  by  the  ladiaasy  a  Party  of  whom,  five  ia 
»«ubery  bad  been  aees  en  the  aaoM  Bead  aaar  Xaraal's  a  ftw  4aye 
before. 

The  day  after  the  above  nrarder  a  Heaee  and  Barn  en  little 
SehoylkiU  were  banied  by  them  baft  no  penona  kiUad* 

Theee  oecairenees  have  alarmed  the  pee^ile  ao  aineh  In  that 
neighboarbood  thai  aiany  have  alxeady  kft  it  and  Wafsgoas  are  go* 
ing  up  in  nttmbera  to  fetch  off  their  ef eota  ;  bo  that  anlesa  some 
^edyaeetatanoeeanbe  given  theiD|  the  whole  aettlemaat  over 
the  mouotaid  wiU  be  evaonated. 

On  Ihia  ecijasiott  I  have  been  applied  to  for  amvnitioa  aeaae  ef 
whifb  I  gave  them  and  Col.  Ltndetnatb,  I  am  toU,  baa  marched 
with  a  Party  to  their  Belief }  But  as  this  may  not  be  snfficient  ta 
quiet  the  apprehensioaa  of  the  Inhabitants,  I  mnat  beff  the  Orders 
of  Goancil  in  what  manner  to  proceed  and  wonld  be  glad  to  know  by 
the  J^earet  (who  is  sent  Express  for  the  purpoee)  what  measures  are 
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intended  to  be  pnrsaed  for  the  Protection  of  the  inhabitants  on  the 
Frontier  in  this  &  and  the  neighbonring  Counties. 

I  am;  Sir,  with  great  Respect, 
Your  very  humble  servant 
.         VALENTINE  ECKART. 
P.  S.  If  the  militia  pf  Lancaster  are  not  yet  all  marched  it  might 
perhap^be  thoughtltest  to  send  ns  some  part  for  our  defence  until 
something  more  effectual  can  be  fallen  upon. 
.   Tk%  Hon*%  Wm.  Jlto^r^  Esq.  , 


Col.  John  Pipee  Tcf  thb  Inha13itants  op  Quemahonikq 
Township,  1780. 

To  the.Inhabitanffi  of  Quemahoning  Township,  lYSO. 
Gentlemen^, 

I  Recerved  Jremr  Petition  to  me  directed  by  the  Hand  of  Mr. 
Blaok,  I  am;  fully  senail^le  of  ypur  situation  and  the  Difficulties  you 
labour  under  ij  reason  of  the  exorbitant  Demands  mado  upon  yoa 
by  the  Sub-Ueutenanto  vf  this  County  for  large  solns  of  Money  to 
Pay  the  Hire  of  two  Men  annexed  to  the  Bedford  Company  of  Penn- 
sylvania Voluntiers.     I  look  upon  It'as  a  grievance  upon  the  said 
remaining  Inhabitants  ^of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  of  thie  County, 
and  as  such  T  have  already  remonstrated  to  Council,  and   likewise 
to  Mr.  PoweLa  Member  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  this  County, 
I  assure  you  Oentlemen  the  Proceedings  of  the  Sub-Lieutenants  of 
this  County  in  Demanding  such  large  Sums  of  Money  from  the 
Distressed  fiVootier  Inhabitants,  is  Contraiy  to  my  Judgment,  k 
apprehend  contrary  to  the  iaAention  cr  meaning  of  the  aot,  for  I  an 
fully- of  opinion  the  meanrng  of  the  aot,  was  to  call  for  two  Men  onl 
of  a  Company,  wfae»e  theie  is  a  Company  and  not  from  the  few 
remaining  parts  of  Companies  that  are  assembled  in  amaU  Parties 
on  our  extended  Fiontievs  who  for  oonsiderabie  time  past  have  been 
holding  their  weapons  with  the  one  Hand  and  Labouring  with  the 
otber,.&  I  aai  of  opiaioo  that  if  the-meamires  ^t  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Sub«Lieotenants  of  this  County  are  persued  to  their  fol 
extent j  it  will  instead  of  Supporting  the  Frontters,  be  a'  means  of 
effectually  breaking  them  op,  neither  do  I  see  any  metiiod  oi  redress 
but  by  PetitkNnng  our  House  of  Assembly,  Tfa«se  Gentlemen  are 
my  sentiments,  and  I  am  sorry  •ioihr  from  having  an  Aotaai  Hand 
in  the  present  distressing  measures,  that  I  have  never  been  so  much 
^  eoMvlled  upon  the 'matter,  lam  sorry  to  tell  you  Gentlemen, 
that  it  is  not  in  my  Power,  as  I  apprehend  to  give  you  relief  in  y 
Diilicultieab 

'-     '  I  am  Gentlemen,  with  respeet 

J'  most  Humble  Sort 

JOHN  PIPER. 

Sept  1st,  1780,— A  true  Copy, 

•^  James  Martin  S.  Lift. 
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LiBDT.  Wm.  Soott  to  V.  P.  MOORB,  17S0. 

Tork.  S«plBmber  iK.  It80. 

I  reod.  your  letter  of  the  14thy  ult  hj  Ctplaiii  Maei^y  tttd  h«0 
Mace  don  e^^ry  tht&g  id  mv  Po^r  to  make  up  tbe  remainder  of 
CNup-Yolwftteers  btit  dendmg  h^oie  the  Offcers  anad  pottiiigthe  Hen 
into  the  Standing  armie,  has  so  alarmd.  the  People  th«t  we  Oanttot; 
^iMi)y' engage  aooothey  man,  atid  many  of  them  who  were  engaged 
have  Deserted.  I  have  pvevailed  with  Oantain  Armor  to  tftke  th6 
Ghtfga  of  whttt  we  eonld  get  ready  and  aena  tbem  with  hiiA,  with  a 
Kat  of  then-  nadieB  endcMiaed,  and  tho  remainckr  wn'l  endavonr  t<r 
Bead  with  the  Militia* 

I  had  Coramisfiioaed  a  Captain  and  an  Ekidgn  far  the  ddCoiopsny 
who  have  left  their  aoetg.  with  me  <o  be  ibrwarded  to  Gofanoll ;  and 
•refetamed  home  maeh  disaatiafitod  with  the  diaafpaintment  the 
Qffioera  of  the  firat  Getnpany  woud.  be  glad  to  know  who  19  to  pay 
them  their  monthly  wages  and  when  they  mhy  expect  to  receive  it. 

In  the  retnm  of  PofobeseB  sent  off  yeaterday  I  havb  Omited  near 
IM  Bamis'of  Floor  which  I  had  pat  in  a  former  written  return, 
on  aect.  of  its  not  being  Paid  for.  .... 

I  have  sent  the  Jihnk  CoBtiieafiBa  wIh^  Wj^  not  Issned  for 
Cattle  and  Sheep  and  aa  soon  as  the  Remainder  of  the  Sheep  are  sold 
and  the  aocompts  can  be  adjusted  will  send  a  State  of  the  whole. 
I  have  also  sent  the  Arrangement  of  the  Militia  of  onr  County  in 
order  to  have  the  Commissions  for  the  Offioeoi  wiiQ  have  been 
Elected. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Honours  Obedient^ 
Humble  Servt. 

WM.  SCOTT.* 
Directed  J 

To  the  Honourable  William  Moore  Esq'  Vice  President  in  Coun- 
cil. 

^Capt.  Armor. 

Capt.  DbkkiiJ  Leaby  to  V.  P.  ifooRB,  1780. 

'  Eeaditig,  Sept'  Ist,  1780. 

'  I  thitik  it  my  Duty  to  inform  you  that  On  Sunday  last  1   was 

alarmed  with  ii>i  account  of  an  attack  made  by  the  indio^ns  at  a 

House  about  a  mile  from  my.  Post  on  Schuylkill.     I  iiumediatefy 

starched  thithet  with  four  Men  and  Buried  the  man!  of  the  HoOse 

•  Lietttbuant  of  Yorl  Co. 
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and  two  Children  who  lay  deady  and  a  little  Girl  haying  been  eir- 
riedoff  by  tte  Inditiia^  TbeD»y  following  Iwentiu  Pantftofthe 
Enemy  with  ten  men  and  was  the  same  Ihiy  joined  by  Gapt  Bilty 
and  the  Hmt  Pay  by  CoioAel  (intemuth  with  about  50  men  between 
them,  With  these  we  have  soonred  the  Woode  'till  yesterdftj  ^m 
when'wt  eme  down  to  Beading; 

Sinoe  the  first  attoek  a  Honaa  &  B«m  have  been  hnroed  oi 
little  Sehaylkill,  &  two  Horeea  taken  a  little  Boy  Son  of  one  Shur 
]a4kIao  miaaing ainee  Tneaday  laeL 

When  weoame  down  we  left  i^nt  aix^  men  i^t  the  Diffitfmt 
SettleHMnte  for  whose  Subsietamoe  ^e.tkre  aooovniable. 
.  I  maat  therefore  beg  iheasMtanoe  of  Coaneil  in  forwudiDfaadi 
SoppUee  of  men  &  prorisiQW  ea  wll  hfi  neoemary  for  defendwg  Ik? 
poat  where  we  are,  at  least,  if  not  the  rest  of  the  Frontier. 

There  in  atill  a  matter  to  be  nlentiei^ed  wUoh  aeeoas  a  Utde  ettn- 
otdiniiiy.  On  Suaifey  a  man  and  his  wife  oame  to  join  nsM  tkt 
poet  and  the  man  pretending  to  be  a  Giurpenter  we  received  then, 
a  few  ]>ays  after  it  waa  diaeoT^ed  that  his  aanw  waa  ant  Joha 
Etamilion  (aa  he  firat  oidled  himaelO  but  Niel  Tye  end  hia  wife  seat 
me  A  meaaage  deairiag  I  would  take  Care  of  n^self  an  be  was  deter- 
i^ed  IQ  eoalp  me.  On  this  I  had  th^m  bio't  to  Beading  ^he»  te 
man  is  now  in  Goal. 

I  am  (^r,  with  gveM  Beq^ol| 
your  very  humble  Serrt 

D^mia  LEABT. 
CapLofMannea.  ... 

Direciedy 

To  the  llonble.  William  Moore  Esq'  YicO  president  of  Coandl 
of  Penna.  Philadelphia. 

^  Express. 


jAttss  Sbarlb  rro  P&sd.  R^to,  17b0. 

Brest,  2*  Sept',  1780. 
My  Dear  Sir,  --    .  - 

This  is  one  of  several  flying^Ietters  I  address  to  you  which  I  send 
to  the  different  Sea  ports  of  %anoe,  in  hopes  one  at  least  maj  get 
to  }reor  hands  &  inform  you  of  my  safe  arrival  at  this  place  Je9te^ 
day  after  a  tedious  &  very  Hasardous  passage  of  48  daya.  I  setef 
for  Paris  to-morrow  morning  from  whenoe  I  shall  have  the  honor  of 
writing  fully  to  your  Ezoellency. 

I  h^ve  l>een  received  &  treated  with  the  utmost  politeneM  i 
attention  hy  all  the  ffreat  people  of  this  place. 

You  will  do  me  Uie  favour  to  send  immediately  by  Ezpreas,  if 


PENNSrLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1T80.  683 

neoearary,  to  noqnaint  my  dear  Mrs.  Searle  of  my  arrival,  &  of  m j 
being  in  the  meet  perfect  healtii  &  good  Spirits. 
I  am  with  every 

Sentiment  of  Respect  &  affectioQ| 

Y'  Bxeellency's  most  Obed* 

k  most  Humblo  Servant, 

JAMES  SEARLE. 

On  publio  Servioe. — J.  Searle. 

-    His  Exselleaoy  Joseph  Beed,  EsqairOi  Philsdolpbia. 

Keoeived  Nantes  10  October,  1780,  and  fbrwarded  ty  Tour 
Excellency's  most  Obed*  Serv', 

JOSHDA  JOHNSON. 

't    ■ 

Qou  Baml.  Mjlbs  to  Y.  P.  Moo&b,  1780. 

PhiladvSep'2*,l780. 
Sir, 

Ishattfaelo  happfmsM  mbwgaWe  to  Qeni|dy  with  thadenm 
9i  ibe  HoB^  Cottfioil  «!  a»y  time,  h«ft  il  is  my  duty  to  aM|oais$ 
them  that  it  is  the  Oppttiofei  of  the  Quarter  Master  Geoeral  that  I 
eaninatyifldttsMteBt  with  my  duty,  famish  expresses  for  the  State. 
Tho*  jthe  Bdsiaess  ooaeerned  the  Coatiiient,  he  thinks^  to  prevan^ 
eoafosktt  k  Aeo^>  it  would  he  best  for  jthe  Stal9  to  employ  the 
•xfoesssi  ft:  ohaifi.  the  expeMcu 

I  am  with  dne  respect, 

Your  Honor's  most  obed* 
&  most  Humble  Serv*, 

SAML.  MILES,  D.Q.W., 
'    •  for  Pennsylv*.* 

Directed  J 
The  Hon'ble  William  Moore,  Esq',  Vice  President,  Pros'. 


*  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  498. 


2S» 
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Pres.  of  Gohqrbss  to  Pbssl  Rbsd^  1780. 

GiroaUr. 

PUhdeZphiay  September  8, 1780. 
Siff 

Yoor  Excellencj  will  receive  herewith  encloaed  tn  Aetof  Con- 
greJis  of  the  25  nlto.,  eHmestly  recommending  to  the  seTenl  Stata 
to  take  the  most  speedy  ft  effectual  Means  in  th«r  Power  fbr  kUf* 
iDg  in  their  respective  quotas  of  the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit  to 
be  destroyed  by  Tax  or  exchanging  for  thetn  new  Bills  emitted  vo- 
^uant  to  the  reiaiolftion  of  (br  iSth  of  March  iaiC^  «t  niate  aot  ta 
4»aa*  forty  for  one«  that  the  whole  of  the  n^  Bills  may  beimdL 

Also  recommenaiDg  to  the  several  States  to  raise  by  Taxes,  pay* 
able  in  th^  new  Bills  above  mentioded,  or  Specie,  their  TespeciuTe 
Quotas  of  three  Miliion  of  Dollars,  agreeable  to  the  Apportionattt 
of  the  7th  of  October,  1779,  and  pay  .the  same  in  to  the  Tretraiy  of 
the  United  States  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Payment  to  be  folly  oon- 
pleted  by  the  last  XHty  of  J)eoeinber  next,  each  Sintn  to  hb  alloved 
loterest  from  the  Time  it  is  paid ;  to  be  hereafter  adjusted  aoeord- 
ing  to  a  rcsohtien  of  the  6th  of  October,  1779."^ 

lITou  will  also  observe  by  this  Act  Provision  is  made  for  Paymnrt 
l>f  the  PttbUc  Det)«$  tee  til  any  of  ibe  SUl%b$,  in  1M  BepartMte  oC 
the  late  Quartermastev  Ortene  &  Commissary  WndswoKh,  m  iIm 
the  pv^sent  Ootnuissary  t^enend  oMHiislmsso.    ' 

And  in  Order  to  pnevenii  the  Possibility  of  a  Piyseuiriqa  iatW 
4iew  mis,  it  Is  earnestly  peoomiaendsd  to  tba  aavanl  Slsttes  aot  to 
fssna  BWt  of  (Vedfit  fbra-GHiv^ne^  on  any  aofsooat  whitsm^ii 
such  Manner  as  to  have  in  CirculatioB  a  gnater  AiDoaaithan  thai 
respective  Quotas  of  the  new,  BiUs* 

And  in  Order  that  Justice  be  done  to  the  Creditors  of  then 
United  States,  for  ,l^upp1ies  furnished  the  Army  or  Transporttdoo 
thereof,  Provision  is  made  by  this  Act  that  such  Creditors  be  paid 
the  justTaUd  'of  their  Debts,  to  be  ascertained  in  the  Maooer 
ezprcft^^  in  th^  Afltj  and  all  Debts  due  to  the  United  States  ire 
to  be  justly  paid  in  like  Manner. 

I  have  the  Honinr  to  be 

with  tb^  btghest  respect* 
your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON, 

PresideoL 
Directed  J 

Bis  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 

*  See  Vol.  VII.,  p.  732,  and  Col.  Rec.,  Vol,  XH.,  p.  472. 


Pabs.  of  Cokgksm  to  Pbis.  Bssd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  SeptetDher  8, 1780. 

■  Yo»  BxoelleiHjy*  wfll  reoeire  herewith  eneloeed  an  Act  of  Con- 
grees  ef  the  25th  ultlmow  aeoertaiDtUg  the  imk  of  the  Goreinon  er 
IVeaideiitfl  ef  the  Be^eral  States  whenerer  iihey  shall  act  in  the  Field 

a;ether-or  in  Conjnnetion  widh  the  Continental  Army.  The  same 
e  bts  heen  heretofore  adopted  in  partieular  Cases  as  just  &  neoes- 
0ary,  ft  hath  given  Satisfaetion.  It  is  now  deemed  expedient  to 
»dopfe  the  same  as  a  generel  Role,  which  it  is  supposed  will  meet 
vfkk  Approbation  in  the  respective  States. 

I  have  (be  Honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect 

jour  Gxoettenp/s  most  obedient  Servant, 

BAM.  HUNMNOTON, 
President 
IHreeted, 

His  Excelhacy  Joseph  Beed,  Bsqniie. 


Lt.  Col.  Robwx  ^jonzo  Pus.  Bjebp,  1780L 

Chester  County,  September  4th,  1780. 

Sir,      ..■.'.•..-'•.  ...» 

TbB  :ps«tieakr  Stuation  of  This  County,  under  the  late  calls  of 
The  Militia  induces  me  to  lay  before  Council  the  followJag  state 
cf  l^ts.  and  to  request  tbenr  advices  and  Instraotibns  flmisoQ. — 

Our  Justiees  at  their  SesUoos  isi  May  last,  Bated  the  averagi 
prioe  of  Common  lahouf  at  twenty  Dollass  perl)ay.a8  the  Standsrd 
of  Militia  Fines  ;  ThiB  I  was  Verbally  informed  of  by  the  nrssir 
ileaeof  tbs  Conrt;  But  Doeertifiod:e  under  their  Hands  and  seabwas 
snoeived.  Aecording  to  This  Rate  the  Fines  for  mnattendanoe  on 
dsjre  of  Bzennse  the  former  port  of  the  present  year  were  bad  ;  and 
fo«ir  classes  of  the  Militia  being  ordered  into  aotuai  Service,  were 
marcAivd  Before  the  August  Sesnons,  under  the  same  CiroumitaDCefl* 
Upon  the  Militia's  being  Called  out  they  expvessed  great  ]>issaliis*> 
faction  at  their  W«^  being  lower  than  those  in  the  City  and  other 
Cbnaties ;  and  the  Court  at  theiff  Augnai  Sessions,  fiated  Labour 
«t  Thirty  Dollam  per  Day  »^Tq  the  Interim  BetsreoD  the  UaroUng 

»  See  p.  61*^ and  Col.  Rec,  \(A.  XII.,  p.  4T1. 
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of  the  Militia  and  the  sitting  of  the  Court,  some  few  fines  were  re- 
ceived at  the  toTxu&t  fiatc,  as  money  was  mneh  wanted  for  the  parpoM 
of  advancing  to  Those  who  marched;  and  it  is  now  Stronglj  ContioTeil- 
ed  whether  we  have  a  Right  to  Lev7;the  advanced  price  of  Lsbooi 
upon  delinquents,  as  the  Militia  were  ordered  out  and  Uie  ^Ibm  in- 
cuned  before  die  Sitting  of  the  Court — It  is  likewise  Oonteaded 
by  some  that  as  the  Militia  are  discharged  before  the  expintiQaof 
their  Two  months  ;  The  Fjaes  now  C^Uected  riionld  be  n  propor- 
tion to  the  tima  of  Service  givelL   I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  SfaUt 
these  Cvcumstanees  and  would  Humbly  request  the  a4vioe  and  In* 
struotiont  of  The  Honourable  Council  on  the  subject  both  vitb  n- 
spect  To  the  Fines  upon  Delinquents  and  the  Wages  of  those  wU 
have  marched  upon  the  late  call,  in  order  that  wojmay  preooed  ia 
a  regular  and  Uniform  line  of  Conduct  in  this  matter. 

The  paymaster  of  this  County  wou'd  be  ^ad  to  receive  loBtno- 
tions  with  regard  to  ^he  payment  of  the  Militia  now  disckarged. 
whether  Seperate  Payrolls  of  their  Fay  k  Bounty  according  to  law 
are  now  to  he  made  out  for  the  time  of  Service  given,  and  pud  off, 
or  whether  what  tb^  have  received  remain  as  advanced  pay  until 
Their  Tour  of  Duty  is  Completed. — Any  Instructions  Sent  to  m 
on  the  Subject^  shall  be  immediately  Communicated  to  him. 
I  am  Sir  with  the  most  Sincere  Esteem 
Your  most  Obedient  HUmUe  Servaat, 

ROBERT  SMITH, 
L.  C.  C. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq.  President. 

•'■''.••••    ♦•    i     .."'-"^  ) 

Col.  Daniu  Bbophead  to  Pres.  Besd,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  66pt  §,  a780. 
Dear  Sir, 

Yestefdnytbe  Indians  killed  tro  men  on  Robeson's  Ron  inwhik 
koalled  Ycghagania  County,  and  fired  at  two  Soldiers  who  were 
going  to  Wheeling  in  a  Oanoe,  one  of  tfaeii  is  wounded  but  botk 
have  esdaped. 

By  the  bte«rden  of  the  Honbk  Board.of  War-  to  Mr.  Ohtrki 
Pettit,  I  find  that  the  Troops  here  are  to  be  aispplied  by  the  Ooo- 
miasiDnen  of  Pens*^  &  Virginia,  on  this  side  th«  meuntaias.  Then 
K  but  one -appointed  by  the  Honble  Ezectitiye  Ootucil  of  P«d^ 
and  acne  by  the  State  of  Virga.  that  I  have  heard  q£  TheCon- 
ttiasioner  of  Westnsreknd  inlbrma  me  that  he  is  only  authoiiie^ 
to  pwrchaa^  one  hundred  barrels  of  Flour  and  not  any  Meat 

The  Troops  have  aitenmtely  been  destitute  of  Biead  &  n^ 
Th«f  iuwe  hitherto  been  reooneiled,  bm  it  is  seasonable  to  aepF* 
that  they  will/ ecmplaini  if  more  ample  provision  is  not 'speedily 
made  for  them.     At  present  I  am  not  possessed  of  two  Days  allow- 


knee  and  I  hh^e  but  a  doll  pfotrpeot  ts  to  fntthifr  rap^ia.  I  hare 
been  eompeHed  to  hire  a  few  Hones  to  eeftd  to  tke  Milla  beloir. 
For  Mr.  Steel  has  been  weak  enoagh  to  diseharge  aBrtgadeof 
Horses  whieh  were  loaded  with  Floor  for  our  eoiisvmptioD|  after 
they  had  reached  old  Town. 

I  am  mformed  that  Gol.  GlariC  bad  doBtrojeA  hro  of  tbe  Shaw- 
nese  Towns,  killed  six  menatiidene  woman  ft  is  retamed  to  tiba 
Falls  of  Ohio. 

Had  I  been  fomished  with  ProTisionSy-ihe  savages  had  now  bit 
a  general  paifie,  bnt  I  have  nothing  in  my  power. 

i  hope  we  are  not  to  be  in  this  sitnation  raneh  longer,  as  the  time 
is  arrived  that  winter  stores  should  be  parofassed  lor  onr  sobsistanee  } 
and  I  sinoereiy  wish  your Exeell^ ^ay  interest  yootfeelf  in  omr&vory 
for  nnlosfl  something  is  speedily  done,  these  posts  which  are  of  the 
utmost  importance,  most  be  evaonated,  and  the  Ckmatry  will  of 
eoorse  be  de^rted  or  as  some  have  hinted,  jmn  the  fiiiemy* 
With  the  most  perfect  respect  I  have  the 

Honor  to  be  your  Excellencies  most  Obed.  Servi 
DANIEL  BBODHEAD. 

H»  fixeeU'  Joe.  Beed  Esq.     .  . 


Gbn.  Artsub  St.  Ceaie  to  Pebs;  Bsbb^  1780.   . 

Camp  near  the  New  Bridge,  Sept'  6^\  1789. 
Sir,'      -    .     .  J 

Ywtt  fiivonr  of  the  96<*  nit*  was  delivered  to  me  fear  or  five  Dayn 
ago  bnt  a  Fever  with  which  I  was  iB  at  tiiat  time  pitvented  my 
Answerinff  it  sooner. 

I  entirely  agree  wit&  yen  lAMAit  Oolonell  Connor,  and  shonkL  not 
have  forwarded  a  Recommendation  for  bis  saooesK>r  had  I  not  bee* 
taught  to  believe  that  ih^re  was*  no  doubt  of  hu  nnbappy  FMe  and 
it  gives  me  I'leasnre  to  hear  Aat  it  is  still  donbtfal  as  he  was  m 
Person  esteemed  by  til  his  aeqnaintanoe  and  allowed  to  be  &  very 
deserving  officer.  Colonell  Harmar  is  very  fkr  from  pressittg  this 
Matter^  neither,  I  am  certain  wonld  he  have  made  the  Appliealno 
at  all  had  he  not  believed  the  Story  of  his  Death. 

M'  Lytic  has  been  arriv<ed  some  time  and  the  Btoies  ate  pratty 
nearly  distribated.  I  shall  enclose  an  Acoonnt  of  the  Distributioa 
With  the  Tim^  to  which  the  Troops  are  snpplyed  wliioh  he  has 
promised  to  famish  me  with  this  Meaning.  The  officers  and 
soldiers  are  very  sensible  of  the  attention  of  the  Statet  to  their 
^Necessitys,  and  are  gratefol;  nor  do  I  see  tiie  least  Reason  to 
apprehend  an  Interrnption  of  the  Harmony  that  sabsists  betwixi 
the  Civil  and  Military.  If  any  attempts  have  been  made,  to  intempt 
it,  they  bav^  certainly  proved  abortive  and  mnst  have  been  very 
insig|nifioant  in   themselves  or   they  could  not  have  cscnped   my 


Htkktfl  altogeilMi^  #8  4faey  hMre  done:  onleas  joa  lefer  to  imm 
iUfpoKB,  Uii0b  tite  <]oiiaoii  wonld  not  «iif  er  tha  offi«en  to  inlist  (he 
VflSaojkoorf.  8u«k  Eepnofts  were  ^UFeuUjted  but  wiUi  no  other  Effect 
Ihtn  to  {vodiie^  «  Aici(iTe  Seqlimeiiit  t^  iA  that  laaUmoe  th^qr 
were  wrong. 

I  Bin  «^rry  tlMkt  ttke  K«BOii»tiii«iie^f  the  Geneial  offioen  ihovU 
hanre  giren  .Umbrig^  either  ^.the  $t»te  or  t^  adj  In<liyidaal  in  the 
EzeoatiTe  or  Legialative ;  but  more  especially  to  you  to  whom  Ihej 
have  m  tm^j  ehiigatioii*.   I  v»,  e«re  (I  oaa  aay  for  myself  md 
believe  the  same  H  tha  neet  of  the  General  officers^)  nothing  mi 
fufdier  from  their  Jintenti^Hi*    It  did  not  enter  into  their  Heida 
tiiet  any  JCember  ^  Congree^  eould  be  ignorant  of  what  any  Sute 
had  doae  m  a  Bittineni  that  had  been  so  mnoh  agitated^  in  thit 
however  tbey.ltesa  wrong,  beoanaa  ipna  of  them  might  havereool* 
kfitid  htmtainnuAf  Ignonv^t  they  are  aometimeB  of  what  Uiey  We 
themselves  done  in  GongMaa.    \  am  aensible  that  it  wonhl  have 
been  better  to  have  signed  tti  with  some  Qualifioation^  bat  what  the 
State  had  done  was  by  no  means  forgot  j  I  mentioned  it  particnkrly, 
and  procured  the  Law  for  their  inspection,  and  it  was  made  the 
Ghronnd  Work  of  what  waa-  asked  for  the  army  at  large,  and  from 
the  late  Practice  of  Gonffress  refsRing  every  jthing  (hey  wM  to  he 
done  to  the  respective  StateSi  it  was  not  expected  their  ReqneeU 
would  be  complied  with,  if  complied  with  at  all,  in  any  other  wtj; 
and  tb^  Idia  of  -perfeol  I{n»ninii^  WffS  h^d,op  as  neoessaiy  to  gin 
their  application  the  more  Weight     We  must  be  insensible  aad 
Qn^^ratefnl  io  •  gciMt  Qegree   if  wte  ^id   not  acknowledge   the 
advantages  we  have  experienced  since   the   State   took   us    more 
kuaediately-Bader  iheii^  Gave,  Und  i  asswrn  you  we  have  n^  u^slttt* 
4on  to  retain  to  a  fcotal   ^P^nda^c^  ufon  Congress-^firogoi   ihft 
Dependence  we  have  on  the  State  we  have  felt  no  inconveniences 
and  we  doubl  whetfier  onr  being  veeioved  from  that  Depeadance 
would  render  Us  more  e&^ual.  - 

I  hopt  the  Oloathfaig  yen.  haveiaoni  for  may  arrive  in  safety  to 
whatever  Parposeit  may  be  implied  whether  for  the  Contineat  «X 
largB/or  Iha  Xroopa  of  the  State  in  particular;  however  I  truai  yoa 
will  no*  be  in  a  hurry  to  trenefeir  it  to  Congress,  nor  the  Parchasei 
that  may  he  made  to  the  Bastwi^d ;  for,  tho'  they  would  take  theia 
very  readily  off  ytfur  Hands,  provkied  that  you  do  not  ask  le  be 
paid,  I  helievs  yoa  Will  ^t  at  feaat  as  miiKdi  Thanks  from  the  oAeeis 
Ik  fieidien  who  %iU  .certainly  want  them,  In  serious  Barneist  they 
are  veiy  atesiUe  of  tjiifl  fveah  Instance  of  attention  to  tbeir  ^eoca- 
•ttys.    I  am'very  glad  thet  yoa  ordered  the  Boots  baok  to  Pbila- 
deiphia,  aa  they  ai»  fautended  for  P^t  of  the  next  distribution  and 
a-  BaguUrity  ia  the*  bsuei,  I  have  always  thought  with   you    a^ 
matter  of  Consequfipee  indieed  without)  it  Troopa  never  cstn  he 
properly  adppliad,  and  eenaume  mneh  more  than  is  neeessarj.      N<^ 
(Mciencies  e£  Booto^  HmU  ia  of  Boote  to  those  whose  Duty  re<][ulres 
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Ihfl*  io  he  ^n  Htini&tMtdE^  te  Uen  r^porM  to  «m,  bill  tbdt 
make  the  Enquiry,  and  send  the  Bfitum  Sf  I  fiad  then  aie  aay* 

Coleaell  JctiuMn,  Oolondl  HjamfAon  and  Oebnell  Hannar,  l^re 
goiiig  ta  Tewi  tppoiotod  bj  tfae  field  and  other  offioem  to  waiter 
the  Assembly  on  the  Subjeot  rf  teakiag  good  tho  DepsedMie^ 
agreeable  to  a  late  Baloltttion  tt  iSoDgms,  reeommendioff  that 
Business  to  the  diiafeiii  States^  I  wish  it  may  meet  your  Sentimenti 
beolAM  jlOli  ean  liye  it  great  assistanee,  I  think  it  a  Matter  both  of 
Right  and  of  PoHey — ^They  do  not  ezpeot  that  the  Differe^iee  is  ti 
be  pud  off  immediately  bat.  tfkej  expeet  it  MU  bs  settdhd,  and  some 
assnranoes  given  them  of  Payment  in  a  short  Space,  to  this  they 
have  a  Right,  but  it  is  oertainly  gooO^olioy  to  give  the  Soldiery  an 
Interest  i|(  thd  I^pvi  ct  the  Contest  vhieb  by  »akii)ig  tb^  publio 
Creditors  yon  do;  and  I  believe  it  would  be  a  means,  if  not  of 
pratentfag  it  idtogethaf,  of  rendariag  Desertion  mueh  less  frequent 
than  it  has  been.  The  Eastern  States  had  done  this  previoaa  to  ili# 
BteommendatioB  of  Oon^en^  and  their  fhreeps  ase  aow  in  Postea- 
■OB  df  QoveittneBl  Sasutlses  payable  a4  fc«r  dilw— I  Taras»  nod 
beating  lafterefet  I  hope  tba  middle  States  and  PenMylvaua  in 
pMftmiar,  iriaeh  have  dmys  got  the  Start  of  their  eastern  Beetfaina 
m  maitesa  of  CkMsosityi  will  not  he  behind  fiand  with  them  io 
Malim«f  Jwtioe. 

Bhefesed  is  a  Retvm  of  dsfi.  Van  Hnss  OofiM  vhioii  ko  pre* 
wlsittJome  ft  few  Dq^^ago  withsai  apptteataon  te  a  ProMrtiftB  of 
the  Stores;  Although  thb .Ooane appeata  to  ba  viifate  the  Fwvm 
mmm/Mitk^Lmt'm  I  had  no  DinetiOBa  ahoat  thstfi,  and  did  ikot 
know  if  the  Returns  requised  had  been*  made  .to  Oeuadly  I  deeBoqi 
ordering  them  to  be  supplied  at  thia  TnOy  hot  promised  to  fiwward 
his  Return  and  take  their  BixeetBon,  WiH  yon  be  pleased  Sir  to  lay 
it  before  *he»^  and  let  •  me  1m  anflteMted  asainst  the  Arrival  of 
another  Oargo*.  {.  believe  this  is  the  only  Gorpe  inoluded  in  the 
Quota  that  has  not  partook. 

The  Ennemy  seem  to  oonfine  themselves  intuMly  Io  tiie  Defensive. 
We  latdy  foraged  the  jOoMtqf  above  'Beigea  in  a  veipr  iasulting 
manner,  and  with  auoh  a  Disposition  of  our  Troops,  as  if  they  had 
offensive  Designs  must  have  been  a  very  great  Temptation,  tho'  to 
J^  tfite  ,the  i^s^e  of  thf  North  Slv^r  ^s  "ttbt  ^  ^$ty  op^r^ttan,  I 
wish  their  seeming  listnessness  may  not  proeeed  from  too  perfect  a 
knilwleflge  6fo«r  ffituhtfon.  "We  are  ttarving,  and  unless  some- 
thing very  effioaeious  for  the  supply  of  the  Artay  b  idoiie,  very 
0peedily,  we<mnsHttabaid  or  torn  ine  Beolsn,  amavii  ef  almott  as 
amnh  aaagnitada  aa  Ae  Ural.  7e«  have  mnah  laioeoce  with 
Jiemhera  of  lOoigrtea,  I  iatraai  you  to  make  Ahem  aeliaible  of  th4 
Siaqoaio  whi^  they  are  expoang  theit  Oountryy  and  of  the  donUo 
jriaqnc  'to  wUeh  they  espeae  (hemsdtea  for  it  hegioa  to  bei  a  pso^ 
vniing  Sentiment  both  In  the  Army  and  in  the  Country  that  % 
Party  waamig  (hem  hava  been  bribed  to  draw  Thiogs  into  Con&aioD* 
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When  tlie  Beaeitnioiits  of  a  Poopfe  are  romed  their  Revenge  does 
not  always  extend  to  the  Giulty  only. 

I  do  not  know  how  I  have  drawn  this  Letter  into  eo  nnooDicien- 
M^  a  Lengthy  I  beg  Pardon  for  it  and  beg  leave  to  sabidribe 
myaetf^  with  4pevfect  Eiteem  and  Beepeet 

Sir,  your  Bzoellene/e 

most  obedient  Servant, 

A'.  »,  GLAIB. 

Hie  Szoelleney  Joseph  Seed,  Bsqnire. 


Gbnl.  Wv.  iBvm  TO  Pbbs.  Besi>,  1780« 

Gamp  HaddnsaA,  Sep^  6th»  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

Oolonds  Johnston  Hampton  &  Harmar  are  gone  to  wait  on  the 
CoitnoU  &  SBwmbly  nspeettng  the  depritiaition  of  the  pay  of  the 
Troops,  agreeable  to  a  late  resolutioB  of  Congress,  I  halieve  they 
eairy  with  them  Copies  of  |rfans  adopted  by  some  other  States  > 
Coald  thera  he  any  aamranees  giTon  for  the  Booatyt  elneat  all  our 
Yolanteers  eonld  be  ingaged  for  the  War.  The  Offioess  iwe  afraid 
to  preaisa  least  they  mcndd  be  iluflipporttted— 4ho  sosne  have  Yen- 
lared*-»If  the  £ellowa  are  not  Isken  jsosr,  when  their  term  of  sertios 
is  aspired,  naft  a  nun  of  thess  wiUiM  |pit 

I  shall  ba  glsd  ef  year  iastmetadns  on  this  head,  or  at  least  year 
epinioa  how  &r  the  Offieeis  may  pronise. 
I  Juts  the  honor  to  be*" 
your  BkoeUeoey's 

SMst  abecfienA.  HnmUa  Senraat, 

WM.  IRVINE. 
Directed f 
On  PnblSek  Senrioe, 
To  His  Bxoellenoy  Joseph  Reed  Bsqtiire; 


MONI^.   HOfiKBB  90  MOKB.  Le  Ch.  1^11  LA  JjlTZERini,   1780. 

Philadelphie,  k  6  7^-.  1780. 
Monsieur  I  * 

'  J'ai  rhoanenr  de  tovs  envoyer  .ei^joiBte  la  letlre  qa»  Mr.  Wilson 
n'terit  an  sirjet  des  mats  que  |e  Uavais  d^termin^  hilsife  exf^iteraa 
iMut  de  Li  riviere  da  Sfcnylkill,  e'.est  le  seal  endrait  da  eentinent  o& 
ytki  pa  en  faire  eeaper  dans  las  dimensions  oonvenables  aoz  ^wieswT 
iki  .Boi,  et  ma  demidre  TflBsomeea  J'v  snqiptius  oependant  pniaqve 
jamais  les  ladiens  ne  s'^taient  approoh^  de  osite  partie  ie  fat  Pen- 
syl?aaiede  pins  de  oin<]iiante  milles.  Yoos  eoamfisste  Fimpoatanee  de 
cet  objet,  11  int^resse  si  fortement  le  repos  des  Etats  anis,  qae  je  ne 
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donte  pas  que  yoqi  ne  fassift  les  demarches  qne  yotre  sagease  youa 
dietera  |M>ac  faire  seconder  vies  efSbxUi  ct  mes  reclxercbes  .dans  oetie 
partie  da  serriee  de  Sa  HajestiS. 
Je  flois  avec  respect^ 

Monsienr^ 

y«fcrs  tvte  iraftU^  0t4rte 
'   ob^isMiBiservttBiir 

HOIiKER.* 
Cat  plijet  eat  si  pt^sfuqii  M  U  es^  a  iat^rofliant  de  fNr^enir  U$ 
malbeiw  «i|e  de  Iti^  A^laii^  pQonoit  oecasionner,  que  j'esp^  <m 
Son  £xeelienoe  voudra  bien  m'excQser  si  je  fweoda  la  Ubert^  ,4e  lui 
reoommander  cette  afiedfe  de  Ja  mani^  la  plus  forte. 

(Tlie  foUowipg  papers  aooompanj  the  foregoing.) 

JAMss  Wilson  to  Mohs.  Holkbb,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  this  Day  received  a  Letter  from  Captain  Leary,  the  Super* 

intendaot  of  the  Worktaea  who  are  employed  ia  eattitig  Masts  op 

Schuylkill.   He  informs  me  that  a  Body  of  Tories  and  Indians  have 

lately  made  an  Incursion  into  that  Neighborhood,  and  have  killed  a 

Man  and  two  Children  within  a  Mile  of  the  Place  where  he  is 

stationed.     Ht  abO  mettiMiSf  that  hekias^beeii  fieqvAptly  told  that 

the  Indians  intended  to  take  bim  and  bis  Party.     A  Detachment  of 

the  HflHia  marched  to  tbftt  psft  of  the  Country.    They  haye  been 

kept  to  secure  the  Masts  which  have  been  cut  for  the  use  of  the 

King's  Navy.    The  Express,  who  came  with  Captain  Leary's  Lettei^ 

tells  me  that  a  Number  of  tery  fine  Ma^ts  are  cut  and  midy  to  be 

hauled  to  the  River.    Many  more  may  be  procured,  if  Protection  ii 

afforded  to  the  Workmen.     It  is  easy  for  the  Savages  to  render  the 

Masts  useless  by  cuttini;  or  notchhig  them.    The  same  Force  that 

would  protect  the  Woi'kmen  will  also  pnHeet  the  Inhalntaiits  of  that 

Pkr{  of  theCcAiiitry.    I  know  ne  other  Place  wh^re  Masts  can  be 

had  iritbout  requiring  larger  Ouarda  thati  will  be  necessary  at  thd 

P!aee  where  Captain  Xeary  is.    It  ia  of  public  consequence  that  the 

masts  already  cut  should  be  secured,  atid  that  mot«  should  be  obtained^ 

I  haye  not  the  least  Doubt  but  that  the  Minister  Plenipotentiir]^ 

of  France  will  think  it  proper  to  apply,  on  this  Occasion  to  fSon-^ 

grcss  or  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State  for  a  Forei^ 

sufficient  to  accomplish  those  iraiuable  Porposes.    I  beg  you  win 

speedily  midLe  the  neceasary  Bepresentation  to  his  Bzcellen^  on  Uiii 

Subjeet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Esteem  8ir 
your  moat  obed*  h'ble  Serv*, 

JAMBS  WILSON. 
PhHad*,  4tli  Sep<f,  1780. 
JXredtdj — ^To  The  Honorable  John  Holker,  Esquire. 

*  See  Coll  Ree.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  488. 
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James  Wilson  to  Mons.  Holksr,  ITSQ, 

Sir, 

The  Pkoe  yAien  tito  WcHrkman  are  employed  in  eatting  Mastou 
on  Sohn jplkitl  neftr  ibe  Qnp  of  the  second  Mountain,  and  aboat  thirty 
five  Miles  above  Beading  in  Berks  County.  It  is,  I  believe,  the 
ineel  advantageoii^  PkMB  for  ioof  ering  ibe-  frontiers  of  thai  Fart  of 
Pennsylvania.  A  guard  of  sixty  or  eighty  Meii|  won];!  I  presane, 
be  saf&eieni'for  the  purpose. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  very  hble.  ServS 

JAMES  WILSON. 
Philad%  6th  Sep%  1780. 

Dheciedj ... 

<   To^Tfae  Honourable  John  Holker,  Eeqaire. 

ADMtRALTT  1!^     PaBS.   RitBD,  1780. 

Admiralty  Office,  7th  JBeptcm',  1780. 
Gentlemen: 

The  board  of  Admiralty  some  time  in  the  spring  of/the  present 
year,  agreed  with  James  Wilson  Esqr.,  for  Masts  for  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  euA  up  the  River  Schuylkill,  and  oooseated 
that  Captain.Leary  of  the  Marines  should  superintend  tbe  workmen 
who  wete  to  be  employed  io-that  business.  On  the  4th  instant  the 
board  reoeived«  letter  frofu  Cap*  L»ary  dated  Reading  Sep'  1, 17S0* 
informing  them  that  he  waa  intirely  interrupted  in  the  impoi^BS 
bttsiness  tbey  were  ple|«ed  to  direct  \^m  to  perform  near  the  bloft 
Mountains,  by  the  inroa4s.^  depredationa  of  the  Savages  in  thai 
part.  That  he  had  represented  these  matters  to  tiie  Council  of  this 
State,  and  hoped  that  the  board  would  use  their  interest  with  then 
as  well  that,  the- defiatnaBleBa  Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers  might  be 
protected,  as  to,  secure  thos^  parties  work  nndier  his  direction  in  thai 
part  of  the  Country. 

The  Board  are  informed  that  Masts  suitable  not  only  for  oor 
Ships,  but  for  tjioe^  of  our.illustiious  Ally,  may  be  out  in  that  quar- 
ter, that  in  faot  a  number  of  very  $ne  Masts  are  out,  and  ready  to  be 
hauled  to  the  river,  that  many  more  may  be  procured  if  protectjon 
should  be  afforded  to  the  workmen.    The  same  force  that  woald 

*  See  page  631. 
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protect  the  workmen,  would  al^  protect  the  InhahitantB  of  that  part 
of  the  GouAtry^.and  wa  belie?d  that  there  is  Ao  other  place  where 
Masts  oaa  be  had  without  requiring  larger  guards  than  will  be 
neo^asaf  J  at  the  place  where  Cap*  L^y  is.  A  company  of  fif^  or 
sixty  mi^ht  be  suffiment  for  the  purpose. 

,  Sensible  of  the  importance  of  procuring  Masts  fpr  the  purposes 
mentioned^  we  do  not  doubt  but  that  you  will  furnifib  a  force  suffi- 
cient for  the  protection  of  the  workmen  empUjg^ed  in  this  necessary 
business. 

.  We  bftTO  the  boner  to  b« 

with  great  t«8|kmt 

your  obed*  Humble  Servants 

ISS^.  LEWIS, 
'  •  by  order. 

DifecieS,  ...  ...  • 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  &  supream  Hzecutife  Council. 


M.  Ll  CHBYALIB&  DR  LA  LUZBKNB  TO  P&ES.  BSBD^  1780. 

Monsieur  I  - 

n  y  a  environ  un  mois  qu^une  compagnie  h  la  tSte  de  laquelle'est 
Mr.  Wilson,  a  pris  des  engagements  avec  Mr.  Holkkr,  pour 
fourair  k  la  marine  du  Roi  -des  mati^res.  L'arriy^  des  forces  mari- 
tiines  de5.  M.  dans  ces  passages  rend  cette  ressource  bien  plus  pres- 
sante,  mais  malheureusement  Messieurs  les  convoy4i  emp^hent  ce 
particolier  de  tenir  ces  engagements,  permett^s  que  je  joigne  mes 
demandes  2k  celles  du  bureau  d'amiraut^  pour  vous  supplier  d^aeoordor 
une  garde  de  milioe  pour  prot^ger  ktf  trwvaiUeurs. 

Gettef  d^mande  est  oependant  absoloment  subordoim^  anx  eiroon* 
stances,  vous  §tes  plus  k  port^  quo  personne  de  jnger  si  T^tat  peat 
I'accorder  sans  inconvenient,  je  m'en  remets  absolument  k^se  <pi'il 
vous  plaira  d'eu  d^ider,  connaissant  trop  votre  patriotisme  ponr 
Pouter  du  suce^,  si  la  chose  est  possible. 

Je  saisis  avec  empressement  cetto  occasion  de  vous  rcnouveller 
Ics  sentiments  d'attachement  et  de  respect  avec  lesquels  j'ai  Phon- 
neord'^rey 

Monsieur, 

^otre  tr^  humble  et  tr^ 
^  ob^issant  serviteur 

LE  CH.  DE  LA  LUZERNE, 

♦  See  Col.  Rcc,  VoL  XII.,  p.  488. 
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David  Jacksou  to  P&ss.  Bbep,  1780. 

'  Phila.  Sept.  7ft,  1780. 

Sir, 

AppHeation  b  mitde  to  ntofor  paymeirt  bjrnnidrypenoiuibo 
have  had  their  waggons  out  in  the  servioe  of  the  militia  on  the  iita 
tonr  of  dntji  at  the  time  their  teams  were  faired,  there  was  no  express 
terms  agreed  on,  only  in  general,  that  they  were  to  receive  tiie  Con- 
tinental or  State  allowance  of  bo  mneh  spede  ^  day  er  the  ezditDga 
the  owners  of  the  teams  give  me  to  nndentaiia  .they  ezpeot  to  bve 
the  exchange  fixed  at  the  pieaent  difference  between,  hard  k  oonti- 
nental  money,  which  is  flaotuating  between  70  &  75  for  one.  Ai  I 
believe  this  is  net  the  mode  pursued  either  by  the  Continent  or  state 
in  fixing  the  exchange,  I  shall  be  mnch  obliged  to  the  Honb^  Goaneil 
for  their  direction  on  this  occasion  by  which  I  shall  implicitlf  goven 
myself  in  negociatiog  the  business.  . 

I  am  with  much  respect, 

Your  Excellencys  most  Obd't  Hble  servt 

DA.  JTACSKSON,  Q.  M.  a  M.  P. 


Pbbs.  Rbbp  to  Col.  Jacob  Morgan,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  following  Atiswers  hare  been  made  to  the  Queries  as  offerd 
by  you,  vis. 

First,  Who  is  to  pay  the  ezpenaoe  ot  the  teamsealled  out  by  adff 
•f.CouAcilf 

Answer,  The  Ststo  Quarter  Master  dMnld  settle  the  Aoe^  &  if  1m 
has  net  money  to  pay  it  he  Aookl  proenre  aa  older  which  the  lUte 
will  honour  by  this  meani  it  will  go  ifttg  Oontiiiental  Aoo.  ur^ 
onghilo  do. 

2d.  Question,  Are  they  to  be  continued  longer  in  Pay  tlum  Od 
time  they  are  actually  employed  f 
Answer,  They  are  not. 

8d.  Question.  What  is  to  be  the  Pay  of  the  Chief  Waggon  MifUf 
of  the  County  &  his  district  Waggon  Masters  wJio  aasist  in  gettiog 
them  outf  ^ 

Answer,  County  Waggon  M»  to  have  20s.  ^  day  State  mooejor 
specie  Assist  Waggon  M'  15  ^  day  like  money. 

4.  What  is  to  be  the  pay  of  the  Conductors  who  go  with  tba 
Waggons? 
Answer.  They  receive  Pay  as  Assistant  Waggon  Masters 
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5.  What  is  to  be  the  pay  of  the  team  &  driver  if  paid  in  Gonf  i- 
Dental  &' at  wbat  £xDfaaog& 

Answ.  The  Pay  is  fixed  at  80s.  ^  day  specie  exchange  at  40  for 
cne,  or  wl^at  ia  the  aame,  they  208.  %)  day  eicbange  at  60  for  one. 

I  am  air.  Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 
Indaned,  JOS.  REED. 

Sepf  7%  1780.    To  Cojonel  Jacob  Moi^o  Sen'  Lt.  of  B.  Co'y. 


MoNs.  HouusR  /fo  PaBB.  Rbk^,  17S0. 

Philad%  September  10»  1780, 
Sir, 

I  was  duly  honored  by  your  letter  of  ye  5th.  k  haviag  learned 
since  then  ftom  your  Excellency  that  the  complaints  made  respecting 
the  mode  of  importing  &  exporting  as  practised  by  FreBch  vessels^ 
were  principally  confined  to  this  Kings  store  ships  at  present  in  the 
harbour.  I  have  examined  into  this  matteir  &  find  that  there  baa 
been  some  error  or  unwillfull  obmission  from  a  want  of  a  proper 
understanding.  I  cannot  perceive  any  reason  why  frenoh  ships  ia 
general  should  not  conforme  invariably  ia  this  case,  to  the  laws, 
Customs,  &  usages  of  thd  port,  &  I  have  constantly  instructed  all 
Prench  Captains  to  this  purpose.  I  therefore  can  have  no  observation 
to  make  with  respect  to  the  regvhition  wich  your  Excellency  may 
deem  proper  to  propose  to  the  assejEobly  for  the  eeneral  wfll  fere  or 
tending  to  establish  the  dijpuly  of  the  states  as  I  shall  in  all  casea 
religiously  abide  by  its  decrees. 

I  h^ve  informed  t|ie  Commanders  of  her  Majesty's  store  shipsin 
this  harbour  by  my  letter  of  the  8^  of  the  obligations  they  are  undec 
of  making  an'  exact  return  of  their  Cargo's  to  the  naval  officer  of  the 

Sort;  I  cannot  imagine  they  will  make  difficulty  to  comply  therewith, 
I  write  this  day  to  doctor  Phile  in  order  to  let  him  know  the  etepa 
I  hate  taken  on  this  occasion. 

I  do  not  suppose  that  your  Excellency  wishes  that  an  exact  return 
should  be  made  to  the  naval  office  of  the  provisions  laden  on  board 
the  ships  Interessant  &  Marie  Francoisc ;  1  have  directed  M*  Tiu'n- 
bull  my  agent  in  this  city  to  declare  to  the  state  officer  they  are  laden 
or  ladins  with  provisions  belonging  to  the  royale  Marine  for  hor 
Majeaty^s  fleet  commanded  by  Monsieur  Le  Chev.  de'Temay,  now  at 
Rhode  laland,  were  they  are  to  proceed  by  the  first  safe  oportunity, 
but  leaat  any  objection  may  be  made  a?  to  thie  point,  1  have  .the 
boQor  of  indonng  to  your  ^cellency,  an  exact  return  of  the  articles 
shipped  on  board  the  Interessant  &  what  now  exists  on  the  Mane 
Francoiae  the  eutg9  of  which  is  not  yet  compleated.  I  hope  this  will 
remote  m\\  species  of  uneasiness^  will  give  satisfaction  &  convince 
yonr  EzcMillency  ft  Council,  that  I  sincearly  mean  on  all  occasions  to 
do  what  18  proper. 

"  I  remain  with  do^  respect  &  esteem, 

¥ottii  Sxcelleiicy's  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

HOLKEB. 
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Copies  of  Lbtters  from  M.  Holkbb,  1780. 

EXT&AIT  DU   QOPIB  DES  LbTTRSS  I>B  M\  HOLKERt  C0H8UL 


AMcBthbaet  CaR*'.  ") 

Comd*.  la  flute  du  Roi  V  Phikdelphie  le  8  P'^.  1780. 
L'lnt^ressant  ) 

tTai  rho&aear  de  Tons  pr^venir,  Monnenr,  que  je  yiens  de  prier 
les  capUaines  des  flutes  du  Roi  de  vouloir  me  procurer  T^tat  da 
chargement  qu'ils  avoient  k  bord  tani  au  eompte  du  Roi  qu'&  frei 
pour  lea  partiouliers  lors  de  le^^  arrive  en  oe  port,  afin  de  scnir 
h  supplier  h.  la  declaration  quails  auroi^nt  dii  faire  en  arrivaut  an 
bureau  de  Vamiraut^  de  cette  ville.  Get  ^tat  m'dtant  demande 
par  Mr.  le  President  du  Conseil  d©  FEtat  de  Pensylvaoie  et  dfei- 
rant  le  lui  envoyer,  je  vous  prie,  Monsieur,  de  vouloir  bien  ordonner 
&  MM.  Retol et  Guyho  do  me  fournir  cette  pi^  1q  plut^t  possible; 
la  flute  L'lntdressant  se  trouvjint  dans  le  cag  des  deux  autres,  je  vouj 
ueVai  oblige  de  tn'adresser  ^galcinent  Tdtat  d<!jtaiII6  de  sa  cargaison 
telle  (ju'elle  se  comportolt  5.  votre  arriveo. 

J'ail'honneur  etc.' 


Anx  Oap**».  Revol  et  Gtr7HO,  *) 
Comd*.  La  Mario  Frangaise  et   V   8  7*'«.  1780. 
Le  Liverpool.  j 

Tout  navire  ft'an9oi/9  arrivaut  dans  ce  port,  Messienrs^  devant 
fournir  la  declaration  de  son  chargement  au  bureau  d^  Vamiraute  du 
pays,  et  I'etat  etan.t  inform^  que  vous  n'en  avdz  fait  aucune  h  votic 
Arriveo^  le  President  vicnt  do  m'en  dorire  et  me  prier  de  lui  procurer 
la  facture  signde  de  rous  des  niarchandises  qui  oomposoieut  voire 
cargaison,  tant  au  eompte  du  Roi  qu'k  fret  pour  lea  particuliers  ; 
cette  pi6ce  6tant  attendu^  jo  vous  serai  oblige  de  mc  rcnyojer  k 
plutftt  possible. 

J'ai  etc. 


A  Mr.  Etheart. 

'  9  7^.1780. 
Commc  je  ne  puis,  Monsieur,  accedor.bi  plusicors  oba^-vatioDiqiie 
vous  me  faite9  dans  votre  reponse  de  ce  jour  4  ma  lellre  d'hier, 
oomme  je  vous  ai  prdvenu  qu'il  £a.ttdra  faire  la  de^ration  des  var^ 
cbandises  clmrgees  k  votre  bord,  et  qu'eu  vovifi  la  ^emandaai  j'ai 
voulu  vous  en  eviter  Tembarras  en  la  faisant  faire  moi-meme,  je  vous 
reitere  maintenant  que  cette  declaration  est  ordonuee  par  iesloix 
de  Pensylvanie  ;  je  dois  aussi  vouj;  aj outer  n<A  obataDt  robs^rvatioa 
que  je  vous  ai  faite  dans  I'origijio  que  I'on  pourrpit  peutr^tre  vons  dis- 
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power  de  eette  formalH^.  Anjonrd'Iiiii  que  i'offioier  is  F^tat  et  I9 
goavemement  rezigent,  je  pense  qae  vous  dev^z  yoqb  j  oonformer. 
Je  vais  les  pr^voau^qae  je  vous  €n  aye  instruii^  que  je  yoqs  ai  muid^ 
one  je  cFoyow  qve  oette  formality  ne  devoit  aouffrir  auouno  difficulty 
de  TOtie  pari^  vi^  qu'il  ne  ponnroii  s'en  aaivn  miouq  inoouT^oiea^ 
poor  lea  int^ta'dn  fioi.  Aprte  <iela  voua  saures  mieiu  q«e  moi  oe 
que  Tous  sares  k  inmf  aniai  jp  termiae  en  vcnia  reaouveliaat  raaaa- 
rauoe  des  scatimexis  aveo  lesqaels  j'ai  rhonneur  d'etre  etc. 

mn  DQcnju]^  PhUak  10  7*"- 1780. 

Sir, 

In  GoDsequenoe  of  a  Letter  Reoeiyed  froia  the  President  of  the 
state,  I  have  Informed,  t^e  Cap>*  of  the  King's  store  ships  in  this 
harbour,  that  they  are  under  the  obligation  by  the  Laws  of  Pensyl- 
vania  tomlike kn'fisoct  Retilm  in  your  Offioe  of  the  respective  Cargos 
of  their  ships  which  have  been  aniaden  in  this  Port,  if  this  Formality 
was  not  Goro plied  with,.i^  must  haye  arisen  from  some  misunder- 
standing m  this  matter,  lis  I  cannot  Discover  any  reason  why  the 
Cap*  of  french  Ships,  on  their  arrival  here  should  not  make  propel 
entries  at  your  Office. 

- ,  ,  I  am  &•, 

A  Mr.  RivoL,  Gap**.  Comd*.  >    -n  7^^  ^  70 a 
L«  Marie  Fran^aise. .       |    ^^  '     '  ^'^"• 

tTai  re^Q,  Monsieur,  la  lettva  que  voas  m^ayes  fait  rhonneur^de 
n'icrira  ee  joarcn  c^ponse  k I* mieime dn 8 coarant,  II eat  bien yi^y 
qn'il^'y  A  poiBt  de  votre  fauta  si  y4»ui  ne  youa  dtaa  pas  pr^sent^  hr 
I'amirahit^  Jors  de  v^re  arrive  pour  y  d^larer  Totre  cWgement. 
Je  peasois  alora  qu'il  ^eroU  p^l  ^tto  possible  de  yens  exempter  do 
oBtte  formality;  maia .  auj^naclMMii  ^u'eUe  eet  demand^  je  croia  dw 
Totee  devoir  de  Ifi foHPiUf 4  ...  ..  . 

J^uf^'likmaear.etc.    • 


pRBS.  Ebbd  TO  Cirr.  Ethoaet^  1780.  • 

In  CoQwil,  Pbilad^,  SeptMnber  lUh,  1780.    . 
8\tj 

In  aiiswe:!^  to*  your  IKayow  rtcritiad  yesterday ^  I  beg  Leave  to  9» 
qMlfit  yon  that  116  Pdraonr  cfen  bate  a  fatgher  respect  fbr  the  Goai-i 
iBi86ioiii'<9f  his  most  OhrlttfSD  Mipsty  than  Iha  Pnaident  &  fioimcit 
at  Petmsylyabia,  tlor  sboidd  we  d^ireany  Aoknowbdgtneiit  to tbiki 
State  iijcoutffsfleiki  with  the  Daty  yon  owe  to  her  Flag-M^fiut  tbtsf 
Slate  bts'alao  its  Rights  &  its  Laws  which  all  J^sons  xeaiding 
wrtbki  its  Protection*  lire  bound  to  respeofeia  tbeic  sereral  Capaoities: 
&  8ta«ioiis.^  Oii4  sf  Jdioss  J:aws  icqutns  thai  all  {MercbaadiaD.  iai4 
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pointed  iBio  ikin  State  flfaonM  be  reported  at  tbe  Naval  Offiae  \ 
eertaiQ  PenalfeieB.  It  is  not  ttsm^  for  Naval  Ofiioers  bearing  aOon- 
jsiaflion  to  reeeire  Ooode  into  their  Sbips  on  Freight,  bat  wbea  they 
do  they  are  certdnly  to  that  Intent  k  to  that  Purpose  to  be  oon- 
aidered  as  Merehani  Veeeele^  &  as  snob  to  make  the  proper  Bepori 
A  eontmry  Praotioe  would  not  only  be  derogatory  to  the  Homv  & 
Itttereete  of  the  State  but  be  attended  with  many  bad  Ooueqmoel 
to  its  Commefoe. 

As  I  presume  the  present  Omission  has  been  aceidental,  I  etnnot 
impute  Blame  to  any  Person,  &  doubt  not  on  a  due  Consideration 
you  will  comply  with  the  Laws  of  the  State  as  fat  ae  prese&t  Cir- 
cumstance will  admit. 

I  am  Sir 

your  most  obed. 

&  very  Hbbl.  Serv. 
Directed^ 

To  Mons'  Etbcart,  Gaptjun  of  the  Ship  LTnteressant^  of  hid  moat 
Christian  Majesty. 


Petition  of  Anbrbw  Lonq,  1780. 

,  To  The  honourable  the  Bepreseutailvea  of  the  free-osen  of  tbe  Com- 
monwealth of  Pensy  in  Generkl  Asaemblyi  met^ 
Tb#~ Petition  of  Andrew  Long,  boBtbly  shiewethi 

That  your  petitioner,  in  Virtue  of  an'  Act  of  yonr  hoaond^le  hooai 
passed  tikB  Ninth  day  of  October  last,  had  the  hononr  of  bebg 
appointed  a  Oommiseioner  of  the  County  of  Bucks  for  purohuiog 
Wheat  Ac.-— That  having  eseouted  his  orders  he  presumes  to  mji 
with  diligenoe  AMelity,  be  waited  obihe  Auditors  o(  public  aeeoooti 
and  had  the  Mortification  to  find  the  allowaaoe  made  for  bis  servicflS 
greatly  inadequate  to  his  trouble  and  ezpence.  fie  woaU  not  b$ 
thought  to  reflect  on  the  Gentlemen  Auditors  whose  oeconomj  & 
attention  to  tbe  interest  of  the  State  "  demand  applause/'  Bat  1m 
conceives  with  suboiisBimiy  thatis  lA  Gssethey  have  been  too  p>r- 
simonious — For  to  say  Nothing  of  my  Ezpences  while  prosecadog  a 
SettlemenAi'  whioh  were  very  eonsiderible^  the  offered  allowance  woold 
not  equal  my  travelling  expences  while  executing  the  Gommisrioo— 
wfaal  is  more  tie  not  half  the  sum  I  am  tM&i  to  hj  law.  Bj 
eonparittg  the  Law  under  wfaieb  I  acted  with  the  Papers  that  seeom- 
pany  this  PetitioB,  the  Hble  Hoosi^  may  pereeive,  I  purohased  2U 
Battels  of  Flour  for  which  the  Am  says  i  shall  "receive  four  M 
krs  ^  Barrel/'  no  part  of  which  is  allowed  in  the  settlement. 

Aceovdingly,  as  I  had  rather  ffive  ray  Services  to  the  Publidr  than 
aeoept  as  Compensation  what  i»  next  to  Nothu^^  I  have  reimbaned 
thoi  whok  of  the  publie  Money  remaining  in  my  hand  and  now  out 
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myself  on  the  candor  &  Justice  of  the  Hoosei  praying  they  will  talce 
tbe  premises  into  Gonuderation,  &  grant  snch  relief  as  they  in  their 
wisdom  Judge  proper  and  your  petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  shall 
over  pray,  &c. 

ANDBEW  LONG 

Bucks  Co., 

Sept'  12»^  1780. 
Jndorted — Petition  of  Andrew  Long,  To  The  Hble  Assembly. 


Board  oj  War  to  Prbs.  Beed. 

War  Office,  Sep.  12%  1778.* 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  been  duly  honoured  with  your  Letter  of  yesterday 
on  the  Subject  of  calling  out  the  Militia  of  this  State  in  the  Fron- 
tiers to  Supply  the  Places  of  those  whose  Times  are  now  about  expi- 
ring. It  was  not  from  an  Inattention  to  the  Business  or  a  Want  of 
Inclination  to  succour  the  Inhabitants  that  Council  have  not  been 
answered  in  their  Enquiries  on  this  Head.  But  the  Board  wanted 
Information  as  to  the  Necessity  of  a  farther  Draft  of  the  Numbers 
requisite  at  tfad  sareral  Posts.  They  do  not  conceive  in  this  advanced 
Season  that  great  Numbers  will  be  required  as  the  Indians  appear 
but  in  Small  Parties  &  at  the  Fall  of  the  Leaf^  generally  retire  to 
their  Hanting  Grounds.  The  Authority  given  this  Board  too  by 
Congress  was  not  to  form  a  permanent  Plan  of  Defence  for  the  Fron* 
tiers  of  this  State  but  to  co-operate  with  Council  in  repelling  the 
Invasion  which  then  threatened  it  which  was  a  military  Movement 
affecting  intimately  the  general  Cause  &  was  part  of  the  Snemy^s 
general  Plan  being  intended  as  a  Diversion  in  their  Favour  on  a 
supposition  that  their  grand  army  would  operate  in  tfaia  State.  In 
this  Light  it  was  a  Continental  Objoctyr  &  as  such  taken  up  by  Con- 
graet — hut  at  this  Time  when  the  Enemy  are  withdrawn  as  well 
with  %hm  prineipal  Force  as  the  auxiliary  one  whidi  invaded  the 
Fnniticrsy  the  B>oard  are  not  clear  that  they  can  consistent  with  the 
Antbority  given  .tfaeia  contiatte  the  Militia  at  the  general  Bzpenea 
without  consulting  Congress.  Nevertheless  they  b^  the  Favour  ot- 
Council  to  give  them  every  necessary  Information .  as  well  as  to  the 
Expediency  of  continuing  the  Militia — the  Numbers  required  &  the 
Posts  where  to  be  stationed,  &  on  Receipt  the  Board  will  immedi- 
ately take  ^very  justifiable  Measarc. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Bespect 

your  very  obed.  Serv* 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  Order. 

General  Hand  just  informs  the  Board  that  more  Mischief  was 

*  This  letter  is  out  of  its  place,  which  is  p.  746,  VoL  VI. 
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done  bj  the  Indians  last  Year  in  the  Months  of  September  ft  Oeto- 
ber  than  at  any  other  Period — this  seems  to  prove  the  Neoeanly  of 
being  prepared  at  this  Time  for  the  like  Conduet  in  the  SaTagei 
unless  the  Western  Expedition  shall  oblige  them  to  withdraw.  En- 
closed is  the  authority  the  Board  reeeived  from  Congress  on  which 
they  have  proceeded  in  this  Business. 

Directed^ 

On  public  Service. 

The  Honble  Qeorge  Bryan,  Bsqr.)  Vice  President 

War  Office. 


^<  Letter  from  John  Harris  to  Charles  Thompson. 

Rfead  in  Congress,  July  14, 1778. 

Beferred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  in  conjunction  with 
the  supremo  executive  council  of  Pensylvania,  to  take  the  most 
speedy  and  practical  measures  for  repelling  the  present  irmption  of 
the  Indians,  and  for  protecting  the  continental  magazine  at  Carlisle." 

R.  PETEBS.^ 

(Copy.) 

The  above  referenoe  was  not  communicated  to  the  Supreme  Sxeen- 
tiveoouneil  of  Pennsylvania  until  the  12lh  day  of  September,  1778. 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 


MONS.   HOLEJBR    TO    P&BS.   BbBD,   1780. 

M'  l^olker  Presents  his  Respectful  Compliments  to  the  President 
of  the  State,  k  Bequests  as  a  partiouiar  favor,  to  be  informed 
whether  his  Ezeelleni^  &  Council  have  been  pleased  to  ndopi  aoy 
measures  Bespeetittg  the  Mastsf  for  the  Royal  Navy,  now  Cat  & 
Catting  at  or  Near  the  head  of  the  SohuylkilL 

Philadelphia,  y  12«  Sept',  1780. 

DtrfCfedy 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  y*  State. 

»  See  Vol.  VI.,  pp.  674,  6«9,  &o. 
t  Bee  pages  640,  648. 
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John  Vankbmp  to  Pbes,  Beep,  1780. 

Lower  Smithfield,  13*'  April,  1780  * 
Honoured  S' : 

After  isy  Last  to  joq,  I  Have  the  Disagreeable  News  to  iDform 
YOQy  that  On  the  Eleventh  Instant  Emanuel  Qonsaile  Was  Sarpriaed 
Bj  lour  Indians  at  hia  House ;  took  Himself  &  a  Serving  man  Pris- 
oner, Plondered  His  Honse  &  Went  off;  the  rest  of  His  Family 
then  Present  being  ^omep  &  Children,  Not  Molested.  A  party  of 
Neighbours  Emediately  (^Ueidted  &  marched  In  pursuit  of  them| 
Not  yet  returned. 

I  am,  S',  In  Hastb, 

Your  Hum.  Ser?S 

JOHN  VANKBMP. 
P.  S. — Said  Gonsaile  Lived  On  the  Banks  Dilaware,  about  «9 
miles  above  my  housed 
Direct&ly 

To  His  Exellency  Joseph  Reed^Presidant  of  the  Supreme  Exec- 
otive  Counciily  In  Philadelphia. 
^  favour  of  M'  Isaac  Munture. 


Godfrey  Lanctot  to  Pees.  Reed,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  the  Letter  that  you  did  me  The  Honour  to  Write, 
by  M'  Beplanteur.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  scarcity  of  Provisions 
with  you.  I  hope  that  my  wishes  may  be  accomplished,  that  at 
present  you  may  have  sufficient  to  carry  on  an  Expedition,  which 
will  be  the  only  method  to  stop  the  Nations,  if  thej  have  not  Faith. 
I  loose  intirelj  their  Confidence.  I  have  already  lost  a  party ;  (here 
is  something  particular)  they  were  twelve  Days  coming  from  Cocho- 
qnin,  and  the  Moravians  went  to  meet  M^  Deplanteur  that  was  srck ; 
a  party  paid  by  the  English  have  stopt  me,  and  I  dare  not  follow 
them;  a  great  Quantity  oi  tjie  party  were  in  search  of  me,  and  would 
have  taken  me  to  Detroit.    I  hid  mjself  till  the  party  had  seperated. 

I  nnderstand  the  Engliffb  is  a  going  to  send  one  Hundred  men  to 
the  Shawnese,  to  build  a  Fort ;  they  also  bay,  that  a  party  of  a 
tbonsRttd  men  is  coming  to  attack  Fort  M'intosh.  I  Imagine  they 
will  come  with  the  Savages. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  most  Bespectfull  attadiment. 
Sir,  four  most  Humble  and  Obedient  Serv% 

GODFREY  LANCTOT.* 

18»  Sep',  1780. 

I  have  sent  some  Belts  to  the  Shawnese  &  Miogoes,  &  they  wonlJ 
not  make  Peace. 

/7icfor«e^,— Sept.  13,1780. 

*  See  paje  184. 
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Trbs.  Reed  to  Mb.  Holkbr,  1780. 

Id  Council 

PhUad^.  September  ISth,  1780. 
Sir, 

*  I  dill  J  laid  the  Repreieiitati<m  respeotiog  tbd  Masts*  wiUi  tbe  olber 
Papers  aooompso jiog  it  before  tbe  Sopreme  Ezeoutiye  G<miiieiL  As 
we  are  qurite  imacquaiDled  witb  tbe  subject  of  the  Circnnistanoea 
of  tbe  Plaoe  &  Country  &  tbe  members  of  tbe  Assembly  for  tbe 
County  of  Berks  are  now  in  Town  we  deemed  it  necessary  tosecnrs 
sucb  information  from  tbem  as  tbeir  Situation  would  enable  tbem 
to  give  and  consult  witb  tbem  upon  the  most  effectual  &  proper 
measures.  As  80on  as  we  bave  bad  a  conference  witb  tbem,  I  will 
do^myself  the  honor  of  communicating  the  Result. 
And  am  Sir,  with  due  consideratien 
Your  Obed.  &  Very 

Hhbl.  Servt 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Board  of  War,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

I  return  you  tbe  enclosed  Papers  from  Col.  Brodbead  witii  tbe 
thanks  of  the  Council  for  tbe  Perusal  of  them. 

Sinee  I  bad  the  Honour  of  writing  you  on  the  2nd  Augustf  we  have 
bad  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Lyon  tbe  Commissioner  of  Purchases  of  Cum- 
berland who  gives  us  assurances  of  his  utmost  industry  to  send  a  sup- 
ply from  that  Quarter  to  Fort  Pitt.  By  the  arrangement  made  by  tbe 
Commander  in  Chief  it  would  appear  that  there  was  a  Dependance  for 
Flesh  upon  some  other  State  as  tbe  following  is  tbe  supply  demanded 
for  Fort  Pitt. 

2,400  barreki  of  flour  7000  Gallons  of  Rum  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Tons  of  hay  and  seven  tbousand  five  bondred  bosbels  of 
Corn. 

We  have  been  unfortunate  with  Respect  to  Westmoreland  in  wbieb 
the  County  Fort  Pitt  now  lays  agreeable  to  tbe  new  Line.  .Tbe 
Commissioners  we  appointed  declined  acting  but  gave  us  no  informa- 
tion thereof  till  lately  when  another  was  appointed  who  is  instructed 
and  we  hope  will  give  that  Post  all  the  Assistance  in  bis  power. 

Finding  tbe  superintendance  of  those  Specific  Supplies  engrossed 
our  whole  Time  to  tbe  great  Prejudice  of  other  publick  Business 
we  appointed  Col.  Jacob  Morgan  to  that  Office  who  will  on  all  oeea- 
sions  give  your  Hon.  Board  all  tbe  information  and  assistance  in 
bis  Power.  We  feel  very  seudibly  and  much  regret  tbe  many  diffi- 
culties and  disappointments  which  occur  in  this  Business  and  which 
we  fear  will  multiply  if  bard  money  b  put  into  tbe  country  to  nake 

*  See  page  550.  |  See  page  47a 
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Parohases  on  any  pnblick  aooount.  Such  is  the  thint  and  Eager- 
neaa  to  pro^nrO  it^  that  all  other  Porohasea  aecm  immediatelj  to 
stagnate. 

A  Committee  of  Aaseniblj  have  this  Day  been  in  Conference 
with  the  Conncil  on  a  memorial  from  the  Officer  Prisoners  on 
JLoDg  Itland  repreeenting  veiy  gueat  Indigence  DMreas  and  Diffi- 
onlties.  The  Conference  was  wljoamed  till  toaoorrow  morning  in 
the  meaia  time  I  moat  beg  the  Favor  of  yonr  Board  to  inform  me 
^rhether  tbwe  is  any  probability  of  a  speedy  Szobange  of  PBisona9 
iOr  that  any  competent  Continental  Support  will  be  afforded  (heai 
in  a  short  time. 

I  am  with  mnch  Bespeet  and  Begard  Qeni. 

Yonr  most  Obed.  and  Very  Hhbl.  Servt. 

The  Hon.  the  Board  of  War. 

Indonedl&th, 


Naty  Boabb  to  Pkb8.  Bebd,  1T80. 

Mavy  boards  mid*  dkt. 

Pkiladdphift^  Sept' 14%  1780. 
Shf 

The  United  Siatea  dup  SaratG^  re<piires  an  addition  to  the 
qnantity  of  Iron  ballaat  now  on  board,  nna  as  there  is  none  of  that 
wible  in  tbe  continental  naval  store  we  are  constrained  to  »pf4y 
Ibr  ft  return  of  tbe  quantity  immediately  wanting,  in  part  of  twenty 
tons  lent  by  this  board,  at  tbe  request  of  the  Council,  to  the  ship 
general  Oreen  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  state.  M**  Henry  informs 
ns  you  have  a  quanty  of  p^  Iron  on  board  the  gallies,  and  as  this 
will  answer  the  purpose  we  want  it  for  mnch  better  than  broken 
cannon,  for  reasons  suggested  yestnday,  we  request  yons  Ezceliency 
and  Connml  will  iavor  us  with  an  order  for  eight  tons. 
We  are  your 

very  humble  servants, 

JOHN  WHARTON, 
JAMBS  RBAD, 
WHJJAM  WINDEB  • 
IHrecUdf  ^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  president  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

•  See  GoL  Bm.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  482. 
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BoARi>  OF  War  to  Preb.  Rbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  Sept^  14^  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Botrd  liaTe  been  honoared  with  yoar  Ezoeltenoy's  Letter  of 
Testerday.*  We  are  very  happy  to  hear  that  Mr.  Lyon  is  nsiag 
-hiB  Bndeavoars  to  send  a  Supply  to  the  distressed  Qarrison  at  Fort 
Pitt,  whioh,  fro^i  every  aoooimt  we  reoei?e  must  be  in  a  very 
deplorable  SitaaUon.  We  are  ooavinoed  of  the  Inclinatiotts  of  the 
Honble.  Goancil  to  do  every  thing  in  their  Power  to  relieve  the 

~  Distress  of  the  IVojops.  We  regret  with  an  eqoal  Sensibility  every 
Embarrassment  thrown  in  the  Way  of  making  Provision  for  the 
Army,  but  have  no  direction  as  to  the  purchases  in  Specie  mention'd 
in  your  Ezoellency's  Letter.  By  an  account  we  have  lately  received 
from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  we  perceive  that  Pennsilvania  is 
called  on  <<  for  166,835  Pounds  of  Beef,  5,000  Barrells  of  Flour, 
'<  225  Hhds..bf  Biim,  9,142  Boahelfaidf  Qiain  f  .Month,  30,0001bs. 
<<  of  Bacon,  2,500  Horses  &  250  Wagfons  for  the  Campaign.— The 
''  Flour  &  Beef  to  be  transported  &  deliveied  where  the  Commissi 
^<  G«Q^  jsb^  direct;  the  Bacon  to  be  divided  into  three  equal  Par- 
^'  cells  Monthly  to  the  last  of  September,  to  be  transported  &  ddi- 
<<  vered  aa  aforesaid. — ^The  Grads  to  be  delivered  where  the  Q.  M.  G. 
^^  shall  direcf — In  a  former  Letter  we  received  from  yonr  Excel* 
lencyf  it  appeared  that  the  Uonble.  Council  were  of  Opinion  that 
the  Quantities  of  Articles  called  for  from  the  State  of  Pminsilvanla 
-were  more  than  oould  be  furnished,  &  desiring  that,  as  the  addiUonal 

^  Article  of  Beef  was  called  for,  some  Deduction  should  be  made  ia 
4)ther  Articles.  The  Bolird  not  being  intrusted  by  Congress  witii 
Ihe  matter  had  not  Authority  to  make  the  Deduction,  &  therefore 
coold  take  no  <»der  in  the  Business.  Tour  ExoeUenc/s  Letter  oa 
this  Subject  has  sinoe  been  re&rred  to  ns  (being  sent  by  as  to  Oo»- 
gross)  to  make  a  Report ;  but  not  being  furnished  with  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee  at  Gamp  so  as  to  be  made  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  their  Views  &  general  Principles,  we  find  ourselves 
embarrassed  in  forming  any  decisive  Opinion.  But  as  Part  of  this 
Beef  and  Bacon  seems  to  have  been  designed  for  Fort  Pitt,  from  the 
Naiture  of  the  Case,  we  submit  to  your  Excellency  k  the  Honble. 
Council  whether,  let  the  final  Adjustment  be  what  it  may,  it  would 
not  be  best  under  the  present  Circumstances  to  order  a  Quantity  of 
JBeef  &  Bacon  to  Fort  Pitt  to  relieve  the  immediate  Distress  of  the 
Garrison. 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Copy  of  the  Resolve  of  Congress 
with  respect  to  the  Supply  of  the  Piisoners.  In  Consequence  of  this 
Act  we  understand  Bills  have  been  for  some  time  past  put  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Loan  Officer  in  this  State  to  be  disposed  of  for 

♦  See  page  652.  f  See  pp.  482,  498. 
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Speeie;  but  no  Money  has  yet  been  prodnoed  from  tbese-Bilk,  & 
therefore  the  Board  have  it  not  in  their  Power  to  give  the  least 
Relief  to  the  Prisoners  whose  Sufferings  &  Necessities  are  rery 
great.  Had  we  been  enabled  so  to  do,  our  Intention  was  to  pay  np 
the  Boarding  of  the  Officers  at  two  Dollars  Specie  ^  Week,  &  to 
furnish  every  Officer  with  20  Guineas — &  if  we  received  only  so 
much  Money  as  to  comply  with  this  Plan  partially  our  advances 
wonld  be  probably  in  proportion  to  the  above  Idea.  We  have  no 
official  Notice  of  any  Exchange  or  any  Probability  of  its  being 
agreed  on.  We  have  heard  from  some  Officers  who  came  out  on 
Parole  that  a  Meeting  was  talked  of  between  Generals  Lincoln  & 
PhilipB  on  the  Subject;  but  when  that  is  to  happen,  0|:, whether  an 
fkchange  will  probably  be  produced  we  cannot  even  form  a  Con- 
jecture. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem 
Tour  very  obed'  Servants, 

BICHARD  PETERS. 


Directed^  .     ' 

His  Excellenoy  President  Reed. 


By  Order. 


In  Oongress,  August  27, 1780. 
Besolved, 

That  the  Board  of  Treasury  be  and  are  hereby  empowered  to 
direct  Thomas  Smith,  Oommissioner  of  the  Continental  loan  Office 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  sell,  under  their  direction,  for 
Specie,  the  Bills  ordered  to  be  drawn  on  the  Honble.  J.  Jay,  which 
vf«rtt;f«8erved  for  the  Prisoners  of  War  of  the  United  States, 
mmOtt«iing  to.  Seventy-one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
Specie.  That  ona  half  of  the  Specie  aforesaid  be  applied  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  War  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
Prisoners  of  War  in  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

That  the  other  half  of  the  Specie  aforesaid  be  forward^  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  War  to  the  Commissary  of  Prisoners 
in  the  middle  department  for  the  Supply  of  the  Prisoners  at  New 
York. 

That  the  Board  of  Treasury  be  and  hereby  are  empowered  to 
prepare  Bills  of  Exchange  to  be  drawn  on  the  Hpnble.  Bcnjamia 
Franklin,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  at 
ninety  days  Sight  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tfaousacd 
dollars  Specie,  the  amount  of  the  Estimate  from  the  Board  of  War ; 
so  much  thereof  as' will  compleat  the  Estimate  .of  the  Board  of  War 
to  be  sold  for  Specie  and  forwarded  to  the  Commissaries  of  Prison- 
ejTS  in  the  middle  and  Southern  Departments  under  the  same  regu- 
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lations'fudd  for  (be.  same  fmrposes  as  aforeatid,  apd  tbeiediiaof 
the  150,000  dollars  toreplaoe  the  71>340  doUacs  xeaerved  astfHa* 
said  for  the  speoial  direotion  of  G<mgreas. 

Extract  from  the  miniitesi 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Se</j. 

Copj. 


Bjssolutions  of  Cokobbss,  1780. 

la  CoDgieasy  S^'  15'%  1780. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  Com**  on  (he 
Letter  of  th\9  20'^  Ang^  and  subsequent  letters  from  Qen*  Washing- 
ton, Whereupon 

Resolved, 

That  for  the  supply  of  the  army  the  States  of  New  Hampshire, 

Massachusetts  Bay  and  Gonnecticttt  be  oalled  upon  to  furnish  weekly 

one  thousand  head  of  Cattle  in  the  following  proportion  to  wit: 

New  Hampshire,  76 

Massachusetts  Bay,      885 

Connecticut,  539 

1000 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  ^bove  resolution  be  forwarded  hj 
express  to  the  said  States  respectively,  and  that  the  Pr^sidiait  ia 
bis  letter  urge  the  necessity  of  au  immediate  &  full  oompUaDce 
therewith,  &  the  fatal  consequences  which  must  &U  upon  the  anaj 
in  case  of  failure  io  either. 
Besolved, 

.  That  the  States  of  New  Jersey,  PensyWania  &  Delawait  be 
requested,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  to  furnish  for  an  imawdiste 
supply  to  the  army  the  following  number  of  Cattle,  Tis. : 

New  Jersey,  275 

PensylvaniSj  1251 

Delaware,  530 

2056 

That  for  defirayiDg  the  expence  of  forwarding  the  said  cattle  to 
the  army  from  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Baj 
and  Coonecticut,  (for  a  weekly  supply,)  warrants  be  dciwo 
monthly  upon  the  loan  offices  of  the  said  States  in  fiivor  of  ibe 
Commissary  general,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  in  moaej 
of  tlie  new  emission?,  viz. : 

On  the  loan  officer -of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  for  1,418}  A^ 

Massachusetts  Bay,  7,1861  da 
Coineotiout,  5,080}  da 
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And  for  defraying  the  expence  of  forwarding  for  an  immediate 
supply  the  cattle  from  New  Jersey,  Pensylvania  &  Delaware,  that 
warrants  be  drawn  npon  the  loan  offices  of  the  said  States  in  favour 
of  the  Commissary  general  for  the  following  sums  in  money  of  the 
new  emission,  to.  : 

On  tiM  loan  Offioer  of  tihe  said  State  of  New  Jersey  for  556- dollars. 

Pensylvania^      2919 
Delaware,  1236 

And  that  the  Commissary  ]^nl.  he  authorised  in  case  any  of  the 
Slid  States  have  not  received  their  money  of  the  new  emission  to 
afply  to  the  executive  of  the  said  States  who  are  requested  to 
advanoe  him  upon  the  said  warrants  hn  equivalent  In  other  money. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Scc'y.* 

Hekry  Wynkoop  to  Prbs.  Rebd,  17  so,  . 

NortbampUm  Bnek  County  15th  SeptF  1780. 
Sir, 

Cept  McOalla  Gotmnissary  of  purchases  for  this  Cnitnty  com* 
ronnioated  to  the  justices,  at  the  late  Quarter  sessionSi  Your  Letter 
to  him  relating  to  the  supplies  of  wheat  and  flour  from  this  County 
aoid  evpresMiig  yoizr  Excellency's  expectation  of  assistance  from  the 
jivtioes  in  procuring  them,  Mr.  MeCall  also  requested  the  justices 
to  quota  the  quantity  npon  the  respective  Townships,  I  am  directed 
to  aoquatUt  your  Excellency  that  the  Credit  of  our  State  money  ^ 
of  Certificates  is  beoooie  so  bad  that  no  one  will  willingly  part  ^fh 
his  profierty  for  either,  so  that  it  is  become  absolutely  necessary  if 
those  articles  must  be  had  from  this  County,  to  use  compulsive  means 
to  obtain  them ;  those  the  justices  would  gladly  avoid  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, as  the  Assorobly  in  now  sittings  vho^  th^y  doubt  not,  will  use 
their  utmost  c£ferts  towards  restoring  public  credit.  The  justices 
have  waived  for  the  present,  their  assistance  to  M'  M'Calla,in  hopes 
that  something  inay  be  done  by  the  Legislature  more  effectual  towards 
answering  these  publiek  Exigencys,  than  any  thing  in  the  power  of 
the  Justices. 

Should  your  Excellency  conceive  the  public  Necessitys  to  be  sucb 
as  tsan  not  possibiy  admit  6f  niy  delay  iu^  tfiis  County,  Tour  Excd- 
lency  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  the  same  by  Letter  to  me,  by 
my  Couzin^  whom  I  have  requested  to  wait  upon  your  Excellency 
with  thia.* 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

vert  Humble  Serv*, 

HENRY  WYNKOOP.f 

His  Exaelleticy  Joseph  Reed  Esq.  A«.  in  PhikdelphiB; 

»  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  484. 

t  «e«  Qoh  Beo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  4W. 
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Col.  Frbd.  Watts  to  Pkes.  Bbsb,  1780. 

Sir,  - 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  and  Council  the  stale 
of  the  fisontiers  of  Northamberlandi  and  Cumberland  CoaBtie& 
When  you  pleased  to  order  three  Claasesy  from  the  three  Batt"*  on 
the  North  Side  of  the  Mountain  in  Cumberland  County,  to  the 
Frontiers,  we  saw  th»  Necessity  of  your  Bzoelleacies  Orders  to  be 
put  in  Immediate  £zeeation,  our  Brethren  being  a  morderiag  and  a 
Carrying  into  Captivity  by  the  Savage,  but  to  our  mortiScftlSea 
when  the  men  were  ready  to  march,  there  was  no  AmmuaitioDy 
upon  which  I  went  to  Carlisle  and  applied  to  the  Continental  Stores, 
but  could  get  none  from  them  without  an  Order  from  the  Board  of 
War,  at  the  Same  time  leting  me  know  that  there  was  not  a  bit  of 
Lead  in  their  possession,  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  North- 
umberland County  being  about  to  Evacuate  their  County  if  Immedi- 
ate relief  was  not  sent  them,  I  pimhased  at  private  Sale  from  Stores 
a  Small  quantity  of  Lead,  only  sufficient  to  serve  the  marehing 
party  of  ooe  Bate*  there  being  no  more  to  be  had ;  tiie  other  Two 
Batt"  were  oeuntermanded,  and  I  fear  the  conseqneaoe  will  be 
dreadful,  as  the  marching  party  has  such  an  extent  of  frontier  to 
Guard;  I  expected  that  Col.  Smith  Lieut,  of  Cumbd.  Coaaty  would 
have  beeu  here  before  now,  to  apply  upon  this  Extraordinary  ocoatioB| 
Something  Surely  must  have  happened  him  or  he  would. 

Therefore  I  hope  your  Exoellency  and  Council  will  take  the  premi- 
ses into  your  oouaidepitioQ  and  direct  some  method  whereby  those 
distressed  Inhabitants  xnay  have  the  means  of  defence  put  in  thnr 
hand. 

I  am  Sir, 
with  the  utmost  respect, 
and  Esteem  your  Excellencies, 

moat  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

FREDK.  WATTS, 

S.  Lieu*  Cumbd.  County  Philada.  Septr.  16th,  1780. 
IHrecUdf 

iiis  Exeoilency  Joseph  Beed  Esquixe  President  of  Gooneil. 


Col.  Dan.  Brodhkad  to  Pkbs.  Reed,  1780, 

Fort  Pitt,  Sept.  16th  1780. 
Deaor  Sir, 

Since  my  last  the  whole  of  this  Oarrison  drew  out  to  my  quarters, 
the  Soldiers  were  led  by  Sergeants,  upon  being  asked  the  cause  oi 
such  an  assembly,  the  Sergeants  answered,  that  they  came  to  rep- 
resent to  me  that  they  had  been  five  Days  without  Bread,  They 
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befaayed  well,  tnd  upon  being  told  that  their  offieen  were  equal 
aufferen,  and  that  every  poaeible  eyertioD  waa  making  to  aafply  thm 
wanta,  tbej  immediately  returned  to  their  quarters.  We  have  ainee 
obtwaed  eome  Bread  &  Beef,  bat  it  ia  with  mach  difficulty  we  can 
procure  dailv  supplies. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  any  person  is  appointed  to  supply  ua 
with  Beefy  Liquor,  &  Salt,  and  who  it  is,  Chat  is  to  be  applied  to. 

Intelligence  is  just  received  of  Seven  persons  beitig  killed,  ft 
taken  on  ten  mile  Creek,  by  the  Savages,  but  under  our  present 
ciroumstanoes,  I  have  not  provisions  to  furnish  a  party  for  pursuit. 

I  have  inclosed  Mr.  Coopers  recruiting  aoc.  and  beg  you  will  be 
pleased  to  order  foreward  the  money  due  on  that,  &  lato  Cap. 
Swearingen's.  Mr.  Boreman  will  be  the  bearer  of  this  Letter  and  he 
ia  a  proper  person  to  receive  it. 

If  a  little  hard  money  eould  be  sent  to  this  side  Bills  for  the 
recruiting  service,  I  flatter  myself  that  a  number  of  good  men  might 
be  raised'  for  my  Regt.  Btit  paper  money  is  too  plenty  amonest  the 
lower  class  of  people,  to  allure  them.  If  this  cannot  be  done,  I 
trust  my  Regt.  will  have  an  equal  number  of  those  recruited  below, 
^hich  might  be  sent  np,  under  Captn  Jno.  Finley  of  my  Regt,  and 
serve  to  guard  up  the  Stores. 

I  have  often  applyed  to  the  Honble.  Board  of  War  for  some 
paint  but,  have  received  none,  it  is  essentially  necessary  for  my 
parties,  and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  order  some — to  be  forwarded. 

If  the  Friendship  of  the  Delaware  Indians  is  thought  to  be  valua- 
ble, it  is  time  that  goods  should  be  forwarded  to  elothe  them,  before 
winter,  otherwise  they  will  be  compelled  to  go  where  they  can  be 
supplied. 

With  the  Sineerest  reapeot. 

&  esteem  I  have  thei  Honor  to  be, 

your  Exoellenoyes  most  obed*  Sery*' 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Hitf  Ezeelly.  Jos.  Read  Es<f. 

Sepr.  17th. 

P.  S.  I  have  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  Major  Lanctot^ 
It  ia  written  in  French  and  I  have  inclosed  a  Copy  of  the  translation, 
now  had  I  bu^  Men  &  provisions,  I  might  do  something  to  gain  a 
Laurel,  but  in  my  present  circumstances,  it  is  probable  f  may  loose 
my  Reputation,  for  what  shall  not  be  a  fault  ia  me. 

D.  B.* 
*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  498. 
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PfiBS.  OF  GoireRSSS  to  Prbs.  Hvbd^  178(K 

PhiMelpUay  Sep«6Bibef  16;  17M. 

Sir,  ,  , 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  herewith  enoloeed  an  Act  of  Con- 
ffresa  of  the  15.  Instant,  requeeting  the  States  of  New  Hampshire, 
Hassachusetts  t  Connecticut  to  furnish  for  the  Armj  one  thousand 
Head  of  Cattle  weekly,  which  will  supply  the  Army  from  the  time 
they  begin  to  arrive,  through  the  Campaign. 

But  in  the  mean  Time  to  supply  the  immediate  wants  of  the 
Army,  Conmss  find  themselves  compelled  to  request  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  to  furnish  with  all  possible  Despatch  twelve  hundred 
4t  fifty  one  Beeves. 

Should  the  several  States  fully  comply  with  these  requisition?, 
the  Army  will  bo  well  supplied  with  Meatj  but  should  they  fail  the 
most  fatal  Consequences  may  ensue. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  hath  been  exceedingly  distressed  at  the 
Prospect  before  him  respecting  the  Supplies  of  Meat,  &  Congress 
have  determined  to  do  every  thing  in  their  Power  to  give  the  need- 
ful relief. 

I  am  sensible  your  Excellency  is  too  well  acquainted  with  the  Dis- 
tresses &  dangerous   Consequences   that   must  attend   a  surving 
Army,  to  require  any  Motivea   in   my  Power  to  express,  for  calling 
forth  every  necessary  Exertion  to  prevent  a  scene  so  oalamitous. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  bigheet  respect 

Your  Eioelleney's  meet  obedient  Servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Presideat* 

His  Excellency  tho  President  of-  Pansy IvMiia. 


Col.  Sam.  RkA  to  Prw,  Rbeb,  1780. 

Northampftoii  Cout^,  Se|K^  17tb,  1760* 
Crentlfiinen, 

We  cannot  but  with  concern  inform  yon  of  the  Situation  of  tbe 
Frontier  of  this  County.  Having  had  Sundry  alarms  &  small 
parties  of  the  Enemy  having  made  incttrstons  into  the  remote 
parts  of  it  who  plundered  &  burnt  several  Hotnea  we  thongbt  it 
our  indispetasibie  Duty  to  send  out  a  Ptrty  of  men  aa  aSooat 
which  consisted  of  forty  one  men  part  Militia  &  part  of  the  Vdun- 
teei^Hnd^r  the  Command  of  L.  Moyer  the  second  L.  of  the  Volunteen 
of  this  County  to  make  such  Discoveries  as  they  oonid,  and 
examine  into  the  Reasofts  why  a  Number  of  Families  on  the  Ene- 
mies Boarders  remain  on  their  Farms  without  Molestation  or  appre- 
hension and  give  us  information  of  the  same,  who  aocordinjly 

^  *  See  page  666»  &CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  484. 


marabed  fiom  GanandeDhtittoii  (a  smaU  old  M^wamii  Town  Bito- 
ated  behind  the  blue  Mountaioa  on  the  west  Branch  of.  Delaware) 
on  the  Eighth  last,  and  were  attacked  on  the  Eleventh  at  th&No8(|9e* 
peek  bja  party  of  whitdmen&  Indians  who  had  the  advantage  of  the 
fiest  fire  on  our  men  which  obliged  tbem  to  retreat.  The  Enemies 
foaa  we  eannot  atoertain  bat  the  wonnded  &  mining  of  oturs,  amonnl 
to  twentjthrte,  foor  of  the  former  and  Nineteen  of  the  latter.  On 
the  fifteenth  a  Number  of  Militia  &  Volnnteen  to  the  amount  of  ono- 
hundred  or  upwards  marched  with  a  Design  of  burying  the  Dead 
&  making  such  obserrations  as  might  Ism  to  a  Disooyery  of  the. 
Enemies  Number  or  Design.  We  have  called  on  Our  Delinquents 
&  find  them  fax  infisrior  to  the  Number  necessary  for  the  Defonoe 
of  80  extensive  a  Frontier,  We  therefore  request  that  yeur  honour- 
ble  Board  would  foe  pleased  immediately  to  issue  your  order  for  call- 
ing  one  daas^  of  the  MiJitia  throughout  the  County  to  be  stationed 
for  two  Montiis  as  a  Quard  on  the  Frontier  &  as  we  are  nearly  Desti- 
tute of  ammunition  pray  that  yon  would  be  pleased  to  furnish  us  with 
a  sufficient  Quantity  for  that  Purpose  at  least  four  or  five-  hundred 
weight  of  Powder  and  Lead  in  Proportion  for  which  wo  will  be  ao- 
oountable.  The  first  Quantity  sent  up  was  distributed  among  the 
Frontier  inhabitants  &  the  last  given  to  the  seven  Months  men. 
We  know  uot  what  immediate  Demand  there  may  be  for  ammuni- 
tion &  woald  be  griered  should  a  request  therefor  be  made  with 
wkicli  we  could  not  comply.* 

We  are  Gentlemen  yonrs^  &o, 

SAMUEL  REA,  ^ 

PETER  BUNKHALTER,     }         Lieu*-. 

JOHN  HAYS.  3 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Eead    Pres^  and  the  honomable. 
Council.  ^. 


^   Gbn.  JificBs.  Pottbb  to  Prss.  Eb^d,  1780. 

Sunbury,  Sept'  18th,  178a 

On  the  tenth  instant  befor  I  arivcd  at  my  Houa  I  received  Infor- 
niatioD  of  an  actact  been  maid  by  the  savages  and  British  suposcd 
to  be  about  300  lu  number  pn  fort  Rice,  and  that  all  the  soldiers  and 
others  that  could  be  collected  were  to  assemble  the  nixt  day,  at  this 
place  and  March  in  Quest  of  thp  enemy  I  set  off  that  nicht  for  this 
place  on  my  coming  here  I  found  by  the  speys  that  baa  been  sent 
out  that  the  enemy  were  not  so  numberus  as  at  first  was  apprebe^nded 
they  then  Reported  them  to  be  about  one  Hundred.  I  Discharged' 
the  Yolliutiers  that  came  from  Cumberland  and  as  soon  as  wc  could 

♦  See  Col.  Eec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  486. 
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get  provirions  whieh  was  the  nizt  moniiiiglinnched  tlieSeaaiider 
oonsistiDg  of  170  mea  op  the  west  breach  to  fort  Swarts  I  then  went 
to  CoL  Kelley  who  lay  at  the  month  of  Whitde6r  Creek  with  80 
men  oar  acoounts  of  the  eneajs  rout  seemed  UDsevUin  at  that  dmo 
we  eoDcladed  to  Joyn  the  nixt  morning  and  to  prooeed  along  the 
Monoey  Hill  towards  Huatingtown  Col.  Kelley  had  sent  oat  three 
speys  the  day  before  up  the  west  Breach  who  were  not  Retarned  nor 
did  they  retora  that  night.    la  the  morning  CoL  Kelley  and  some  of 
his  officers  waited  on  me  and  Informed  as  that  the  speys  were  not 
retarned  and  they  were  convinced  that  they  were  either  killed  or  taken 
prisoners  it  was  thought  most  advisable  to  pruseed  on  np  the  Breneh 
feast  the  enemy  shonld  take  about  and  fall  on  the  Inhabitanceof  Bat]er 
Valley  who  was  allmost  without  men  as  every  man  who  was  well  able 
to  bare  arms  had  turned  out  vollintiers  with  the  party  I  then  ordeied 
Col.  Kelley  to  march  up  that  side  of  the  Brench  hu  men  were  on  and 
I  wold  go  up  the  other  side  when  we  got  np  to  Moaoey  hill  Kdley 
speys  Returned  and  assured  us  that  the  enemy  had  not  gon  up  the 
boreach  I  thea  sent  orders  to  Col.  Kelley  to  Joyn  me  whieh  he  did 
Immediately  we  then  changed  our  roub  and  sett  off  for  Huntingtown 
and  that  aight  being  the  13  th  after  night  an  express  was  sent  after 
us  letiog  us  know  that  the  enemy  were  in  the  Neighborhood  of  Middle 
Creek  the  nixt  morning  I  sent  Colonels  Keiley  and  Purdey  Back  with 
150  men  the  Vollinters  of  Butler  and  Militia  under  Col.  Purdey  and 
I  proseeded  on  with  the  Remainder  110  VoUinteers  and  others  and 
that  day  came  to  the  where  the  euemy  had  lodged  on  there  way 
coming  down  and  returning  the  next  day  we  followed  them  in  hopes 
that  they  wold  halt  there  we  werte  the  rather  inclined  to  beleve  as  the 
enemy  had  killed  but  one  man  and  taken  one  prisoner  when  tbey 
attncted  fort  Rice  we  followed  there  tracts  Nearly  opesit  to  Wyoman 
sad  found  they  were  so  fargoa  that  it  was  in  Vain  for  us  to  go  any 
furdcr  after  them  we  Return  without  seeing  one  of  the  enemy. 

It  is  a  foiley  to  trouble  Counoill  with  an  acoeunt  of  our  dismell 
situation  on  the  frunteers  we  are  sensable  of  it  I  would  just  inform 
them  that  we  have  not  got  that  Relefe  from  Cumberland  that  I  ex- 
pected I  was  maid  to  Beleve  thst  200  of  the  Otmberkad  CUbnty 
Militia  would  come  to  this  county  when  in  Reality  there  is  but  two 
Companeys  consisting  of  about  seventy  both,  Council  may  Remember 
they  were  sending  two  companeys  to  this  pleace  untill  I  prevented  it 
by  tilling  them  that  I  was  informed  that  200  of  the  Cumberland 
Militia  were  gon,  as  the  Number  of  Militia  is  so  very  small  and  the 
enemy  seems  to  com  against  us  in  force  I  would  Request  it  as  a  f^ivour 
of  Councill  that  they  would  order  One  Class  of  the  York  County 
Militia  Imedatly  to  this  pleace  and  the  other  two  Classes  agreeable 
to  the  Resolve  they  maid  when  I  was  last  with  them  this  I  think 
may  be  also  complyd  with  by  the  Tork  County  Militia  as  they  will 
be  dun  sowing  there  fall  Crops,  the  enemy  Burnt  and  destroyed 
every  thing  in  there  power  and  on  there  way  going  the  sent  a  party 
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aod  Barnt  tbe  fort  and  Buildings  at  fort  Jinkines  which  had  been 
Avakated  a  few  days  before  on  the  enemya  appeering  at  fort  Rioe. 
I  am  with  Bespeot  jour  EzcelleDcy 

Moat  obedient  Humble  servant 

JAS.  POTTER. 
P.S.  Since  I  wrote  the  above  I  am  informed  b/ Gap^  Robeson  that 
a  larg^bodey  of  the  Enemy  crossed  the  Moncey  Hill  near  one  Evesea 
and  went  up  the  Moncey  Creek  so  that  it  is  leekly  that  the  Number 
that  was  down  amonnted  to  near  800  men  there  Baggage  was  seen 
by  a  few  men  that  was  out  from  fort  Rice  before  they  attacked  it 
which  discovery  prevented  the  fort  from  being  surprised  they  oarred 
of  a  faurg  number  of  Cattle  and  Horses  with  them. 

'  J.  POTTER.* 

Directed, 

Public  Service. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Honble 
executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
^  favour  of  R.  Martin  Esq'. 


Hon.  John  Adams  to  Pacs.  Bbsd,  1780. 

Duplicate. 

Amsterdam,  Sept'  20th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Yoor  Exoelleneys  Letter  in  Council  of  the  tenth  of  Joly.f  I  had 
the  Honour  to  receive  three  days  ago. 

'J'he  honourable  Gentleman  who  brought  this  Letter  is  now  at 
Paris.  If  I  should  hava  the  happiness  to  meet  him  either  there  or 
at  Amsterdam,  he  may  depend  upon  every  Civility  and  assistaaoe  ia 
my  P^wer,  both  from  a  Regard  to  Jus  own  Character  and  to  the 
Beoommeadation  of  your  Exoellenoy  and  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Bxcellency  and  the  Council  of  my 
greatest  Respect,  and  that  if  at  any  time,  it  should  be  in  my  Power 
So  assist  their  Designs,  or  their  sgents  or  Friends  ia  Europe,  coasis- 
tent  with  the  Duties  of  the  Place  I  am  in,  I  shall  esteem  it  a  pleasure 
and  an  honour  to  do  it. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  Respect, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient 

And  Blast  humble  servant. 

JOHN  ADAMa 
IHreetedf 

His  Excellency  Josapb  Reed  Bsq'  President  of  PensyWania. 
Indor$edf 

From  honble  John  Adams,  Esq. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XLl.,  p.  490,  492. 
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Lt.  Col.  Stephen  Ballikt  to  Pbbs.  Eeed,  1780. 

NorthamptoQ  Gonnty,  Sept'  20tb,  1780. 
Sin 

I  take  the  easiest  oppertunity  io  acqaami  your  Ezoelencj  of  the 
DistriBsed  and  DaDgeroos  Situation  of  oar  fronteer  Inhabitants,  and 
the  Misfortune  Happened  to  our  Yglunteers  stationed  at  the  Onadea 
Butts. 

They  having  Rec'  Intelligence  that  a  Number  of  Disaffected  Penom 
lived  near  the  Susquehannah  at  a  place  called  the  Scotch  valley,  who 
have  been  suspected  to  hold  up  a  correspondence  with  the  Indians, 
and  the  Tories  in  the  country.  They  sat  out  on  the  8^^  Ins*  foi 
that  Place  ta  see  whether  they  might  be  able  to  find  oat  anything  of 
that  nature,  but  were  attacked  on  the  iOth  at  noon  about  8  miles 
from  that  settlement  by  a  large  Body  of  Indians  &  Torys  (as  one  had 
Rid  hair,)  Supposed  by  some  forty  &  by  others  twice  that  number 
they  totaly  Dispersed  our  People,  Twenty  two  out  of  forty  one  have 
since  come  in  several  of  whom  are  wounded. 

It  is  also  Reported  that  lieu*  Jn*  Moyer.had  been  made  Prisoner 
&  made  his  escape  from  them  again  &  Returned  at  Wyoming^ 

On  the  first  notice  of  this  anfortaned  event  the  officers  of  the 
militia  have  Exerted  tbaaaalli  to  get  Yoluntoers  out  of  their  Res- 
pective Divissions  to  go  up  &  Buirry  the  Dead;  their  Labour  Proved 
not  in  Vain  we  eolleoted  about  150  men  officers  Included  frtm  the 
Colonels  Kern,  Oiger  &  my  owa  BataUions,  who  woold  undergo  the 
ibiigue  &  Danger  to  go  their  &  pay  that  Respect  to  their  shmtered 
Brethren;  Due  to  men  who  fell  in  support  of  the  freedom  of  their 
Oountry. 

On  the  15th  we  took  up  ovr  line  at  mafch  (wHnt  of  ammiatioa 
Prevented  ub  from  going  Sooner)  on  the  I7tk  ^eiarrived  at  the  plioo 
of  action,  where  we  found  Ten  of  our  Soldiers  Dead,  Scalped,  Striped 
Naked,  &  in  a  most  cntel  ABarborouB  manner  Tomehawked;  their 
throads  Out;  &c.  &o.  whom  we  Boiried  &  Rethmed  without  even 
seciBg  any  of  tliese  Bkck  alies,  &  Bloody  executors  of  Britiab 
Tirany. 

I  can^t  Gonclute  without  observing  that  the  Colo's  Kern  of  the  3* 
Battalion  &  Oiger  of  the-6th  who  is  upwards  of  sixty  years  of  age, 
Together  with  all  the  other  officers  and  men  have  encountered  these 
High  &  many  Hills  &  moantoios  with  the  greatest  satis&ction  & 
Dioipline  linaginably,  and  their  Countenances  appeared  to  be  Eager 
to  engage  with  these  Tiranical  enemy's  who  are  employed  by  th« 
British  Court  and  aqnipt  at  their  Expenoe^  as  apjMMtred  by  a  new 
fusse  and  several  Gun  Barrels  &o.  Bent  &  broke  in  pieces  with  tbt 
British  Stamp  thereon,  found  by  our  i — 


We  also  have  ^reat  Reason  to  b^eve  that  several  of  the  Indian.^ 
have  been  killed  by  our  men,  in  PartienUur  one  by  Col.  Kern  A  an 
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oiher  by  Gapt.  H(^er  both  of  whoiM  went  Yolnnteeni  with  Mm 
Parde.  We  Vewed  where  they  said  they  fired  at  them  and  foaod 
the  grass  &  weeds  Eimarkably  beat  down,  thoogh  they  had  earned 
ihemot 

So  I  coBolode  with  BemainiDg  your  Ezeellenoy's 
most  Humble  servent, 

STEPHEN  BALTiIET. 
V  Col-  !•»  B.  N.  C.  M. 
Dtreded, 
To  Bzoelleney  Joseph  Bfiod,  Esq'  &o.  Philadelphia. 


•  Col.  EPHBADi  Blaxnji  to  Pebb.  Bshp,  1780. 

Philad%  21««  September,  1780. 
8ktf 

His  Ezeellency  General  Washington  has  ordered  me  to  lay  np 
aeyen  thousand  Barrels  of  Salt  Provisions  in  this  City,  EasUm  k 
Pifets  Town,  and  One  thousand  Barrels  at  Carlisle--ezolnaLve  or  the 
l^bove  small  pareels  ought  to  be  salted  np  where  Posts  are  Estab- 
liah'd  to  seeure  the  Troops  against  want  next  Winter  ft  Spring— to 
•oawer  the  above  purpose  too  thousand  Bushels  of  Salt  is  neoeasaxy 
und  will  be  immediatdy  wanting,  have  therefore  to  request  your 
EzseUeaoy  ft  Cosuooil  to  adopt  some  plan  for  procuring  that  qnanr 
lity  and  ffYe  directions  to  your  Agents  to  deliver  the  same  to  mj 
Order. 

1  should  wish  to  have  an  Opportunity  of  speakiag  with  the  Counr 
oil  and  giving  them  my  O^pinion  respeeting  small  Magaaines  of  Salt 
Provisions. 

I  am  very  raspeetfully  Sir, 

Your  most  Ob*  ft 

Meet  Hble  Servt., 

EPH.  BLAINE,  C.  Q.  P. 

Hk  EzoellMioy  Joseph  Seed,  Esqnite,  President  of  the  SUte  of 
PennsjrlY&nia. 


Col.  Dasibi.  Brodhbad  to  Cap*  Samubl  Bbadt,  1760. 

Head  Qr,  Port  PiU^  Sep.  21^  1780. 
Sir, 

As  Money  is  not  yet  sent  to  this  Department  to  pay  for  the 
Provisions  neoeasary  to  subsist  the  Troops,. ft  they  have  already 
Buffered ;  And  as  our  endeavours  to  obtain  a  temporary  supply  froin 
the  InhabiUnts  upon  the  eredit  of  the  United  States  have  not  proved 
effeotual,  I  a.m  Inatraoted  by  the  honble  Board  of  War,  prudently 
to  avail  myself  of  a  lioenoe  given  by  the  honble  Ezeeutive  Couneil 
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of  the  State  of  Pen*  in  the  words  following  vis.,  in  the  mean  time 
we  ean  have  no  objection  to  th^ using  necessary  Gompiilflion  ralher 
than  the  Troops  should  mx€ex,  I  sincerely  lament  the  necessity  of 
nsing  thil  mode  of  supplying  the  Troops  under  my  command,  ft  wiflL 
it  could'  be  avoided,  but  I  hope  the  virtuous  Inhabitants  will  judge 
rightly  of  the  measure  ft  ehearfnUy  submit  to  a  temporary  Compul- 
sion for  to  gain  an  everlasting  Right  to  dispose  of  their  property  not 
only  hj  their  own  consent  in  the  Legislature  but  by  Inclination  aa 
Individuals. 

And  I  desire  yon  will  assure  them  that  I  have  just  leasoii  to 
expect  they  will  be  generously  ft  speedily  paid  the  full  value  of  such 
articles  of  Provisions  as  may  be  taken  for  supplying  the  Troops. 

An  Ast.  Purchasing  Commissary  is  to  attend  you  ft  previc/ls  to 
your  making  use  of  Compulsory  means  you  are  to  make  the  In- 
habitants acquainted  with  your  Instructions,  after  which  if  they  are 
of  ability  to  spare  Cattle  or  sheep  to  the  Commissary  upon  public 
Credit  agreeable  to  the  terms  mentioned  in  his  Instructions  ft  shall 
refuse  so  to  do,  then,  ft  not  otherwise  you  will  proceed  to  take  from 
sucL  of  them  refusing  as  aforesaid  as  many  Catde  ft  sheep  as  they 
can  spare  without  Injury  to  their  Families  ft  further  encrease  and 
M  such  Cattle  ft  Sheep  are  to  be  immediately  marked  for  the  Pub- 
lie  ft  drove  to  some  Field,  to  be  taken  in  a  convenient  part  of  the 
Settlement  for  ColleotiBg  ft  herding  them,  until  a  suffioient  number 
foe  collected  for  the  present  exigency.  ¥ot  all  which  you  are  to 
pass  Receipts  agreeable  to  the  valuation  or  appraisement  of  the  Com- 
missary ft  one  reputable  Inhabitant,  which  you  will  cause  to  be 
made.  Tou  are  to  acquaint  me  frequently  by  letter  of  your  success 
inclosing  returns  of  the  Cattle  ft  Sheep  taken^  and  procured  by 
consent. 

You  are  upon  no  pretence  to  take  Cattle  or  Sheep  from  the  poorer 
sort  of  Inhabitants  or  from  such  as  have  been  great  sufferers  by  tba 
Enemy^  but  you  are  to  take  them  from  such  as  have  lived  more 
secure; 

The  good  Inhabitants  are  to  be  treated  with  the  utmost  CiviK^ 
ft  you  shall  inflict  immediate  punishment  on  Soldiers  guilty  of 
3Iaraudinff  or  insulting  the  Inhabitants  who  conduct  themselveB 
inoffensively  towards  them. 

You  are  to  consider  these  Instructions  as  confined  to  those  Inhab- 
itants only  who  have  uniformly  considered  themselvee  as  dtysensof 
Pen%  as  the  licence  of  the  Honble  Executive  Council  cannot  at 
present  be  understood  to  extend  to  such  as  in  the  unsettled  state 
of  the  boundaries  have  acknowledged  another  jurisdiction. 

I  wish  ybu  great  success  ft  hope  you  will  be  enabled  to  obtain  the 
necessary  supplies  for  immediate  Consumption  by  agreement  A 
coiisent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ftc., 

BAN'  BRODHEAI>, 

Coh»  Command'g  W.  D. 

Directed. — Captn.  Sam"  Brady. 
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Jambs  Loughead  to  Pbbs.  Rsbb,  1780. 

Philad.,  21  SepS  1780. 
Mfty  it  Please  Gonncil, 

Mooey  is  Now  Wanted  to  Pay  Those  Melitia  off  who  have  servd 
Tbeire  Tower  of  Duty.     I  find  by  the  Lien*"  Receipts  of  yesterday, 
There  is  Paid  into  Mr.  Snowdens  Offioe  £68,025  which  Oooncil  will 
be  pleasM  to  give  order  for  to  Supply  the  emediate  Demand. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

the  Councils  Ob*  Hum^  Sert., 

JAMES  LOUQHEAD.*  . 

To  His  Exoelenoy  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  Premdent  of  Council  of  the 
eominon  Welth  of  Pensylvania. 


Col.  Samuel  Huniea  to  P&ss.  Ebed,  1780. 

Sunbury,  Sept'.  21-»,  1780. 
Sir, 

We  were  alarmed  by  a  large  party  of  the  Enimy  making  their 
•ppeanmce  in  enr  County  on  the  6th  Inst,  they  came  first  to  a 
■mall  Fort  that  Col.  Weltners  troops  had  Erected  on  the  Head 
Waters  of  Chilisquake  called  Fort  Rice^  about  thirteen  miles  from 
JSunbuiy,  which  1  ordered  to  he  garrisoned  by  twenty  of  onr  militia 
-  when  the  Qerman  Regiment  marched  of  the  Enimy  attacted  the 
Fort  about  Sundown  and  fired  very  smartly,  the  garrison  Returned 
the  fire  with  spirit,  which  made  them  withdraw  a  little  off,  and  in 
tbe^night  they  began  to  set  fire  to  a  number  of  Houses  and  Stacks 
of  Grain  which  they  consumed,  in  the  meantime  our  militia  had 
Oolleeted  to  the  number  of  oneHundred  men  under  the  Command 
of  €el.  John  Kelly  who  marched  to  the  Relief  of  the  Garrison, 
and  arrived  there  the  next  day,  the  people  in  the  Garrii^on  acquaint 
ed  Col.  Kelly  there  must  bo  two  Hundred  and  fifty  or  three  Hun- 
dred of  the  Enimy,  which  he  did  not  think  prudent  to  engage 
without  being  Reinforced,  the  confusion  this  put  the  inhabitants  in, 
it  was-not  Easy  to  collect  a  party  equal  to  fight  the  savages,  I  Ime- 
diately  sent  off  an  Express  to  Col.  Purdy  on  Janeate  whome  I  heard 
was  marching  to  the  Frontiers  of  Cumberland  County  with  the 
militia,  he  came  as  Quick  as  Possible  to  our  assistance  with  one 
Hundred  and  ten  of  the  Militia,  and  about  Eighty  Volunteers, 
which  was  no  small  Reinforcement  to  us.  General  Potter  just  com- 
ing home  from  Camp  at  this  Critical  time,  came  up  to  Sunbury  and 
took  the  Command*  of  the  party  that  went  in  Quest  of  the  Enimy. 

•  Col;  Bte.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  m. 
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Bat  Previous  to  his  marchi&g,  discharged  the  Yolunteers,  as  he 
CoDcluded  by  the  iDformatioQ  he  hud  Beceifed  from  spjes  we  had 
outy  that  the  Enimy  did  not  Exceed  one  Handred  and  fifty,  and 
that  they  had  witfadraw^n  from  the  Inhabitants  to  some  Remote 
place,  General  Potter  Howeyer  marched  on  to  Munoy  Hill,  bot  ma 
a  little  Baffled  by  the  information  he  had  of  their  Eoute,  and  did 
not  come  on  their  track  till  the  13  th  and  followed  on  about  filly 
miles  up  fishing  creek  the  Road  the  Enimy  took  but  finding  thej  had 
got  too  fax  a  head  returned  here  the  17^  ioat.  the  Enemj  got  but 
one  Scalp  and  one  prisoner,  we  all  concluded  the  Enimy  bad  gon 
off  but  on  the  18  th  there  was  a  small  party  made  their  appearance 
on  the  West'  Branch  about  fourteen  miles  above  this,  they  kiUed 
one  man  and  Wounded  another,  and  killed  their  horses  they  had  in  the 
Plow  which  plainly  shows  they  have  scattered  into  small  partys  to 
Harras  the  inhabitants,  which  I  am  afraid  will  prevent  the  People 
from  getting  Crops  put  in  the  Ground  this  fall.  When  the  Oermaa 
Regiment  marched  off  from  h^re  I  give  orders  to  the  Frontier  Gom- 
panys  to  embody  and  keep  one  fourth  of  the  men  constantly  Reoon- 
noitering,  after  garrissoning  Fort  Jenkins,  Fort  Rice,,  and  Fort 
Swarts,  with  twenty  men  in  Each  of  them,  this  was  the  only 
method  I  could  think  of  encouraging  the  people  as  we  were  left  to  our 
own  Exertions,  only  about  thirty  of  Gapt.  McGays  Gompanj  of 
Volunteers  from  Cumberland  County,  untiU  the  10th  Inst  that  two 
.GjOmpanys  of  Militia  came  here  from  the  same  Goonty  in  the  wholi 
about  Eighty  men,  i^hen  I  reoei?ed  the  inteligenoe  of  a  large  party 
of  savages  and  tones  comeing  against  Fort  Rice  i  give  orders  to 
Evacuate  Fort  Jenkins  as  I  did  not  look  uppon  it  to  be  tenahk^ 
which  is  since  burned  by  the  Enimy,  and  would  have  ahared  the 
aame  had  the  men  atayed  there  on  act.  of  the  Buildings  that  was 
adjoining  it,  the  Gompanys  I  hM  given  orders  to  Emkmdy  and  do 
duty  for  one  month  their  time  is  now  out^  and  what  Militia  we  ^ve 
from  Cumberland  County  is  not  adiquit  to  grant  us  the  Relief  £<• 
pected,  I  would  be  desirous  Council  would  give  me  Orders  to  Con* 
tinue  some  of  the  Company s  I  have  embodied  doing  duty  one 
month  longer  for  to  be  ingenious  I  never  see  times  wear  a  move 
gloomy  aspect  since  our  glorious  strugle  for  liberty  than  the  pre- 
sent. 

-     I  am  Sir  with  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem 
/  Your  most  Obed.  &  Very  Hhble.  Servt 

SAM.  HUNTER 

P.  S.  Our  Volunteers  has  had  some  success  in  the  Scalping  way  on 
the  28th  ult.  Lieu.  Jacob  Creamer,  William  Campbell  and  two  the 
name  of  Grove,  took  two  Scalps  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  milaB 
from  here  on  ye  west  branch  of  Susquahana  as  yo?  will  see  by  je 
Certificate.  .  S,  H. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq. 

«  See  OoL  B«,  Vd.  XII,  p.  490. 
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Michael  Huffkagle  to  Thos.  Soott,  1780. 

Sir, 

Col.  Proctor  iDforms  me,  that  aflter  the  Committee  faad  taken  into 
consideration,  the  Petition  from  myself  &  tiie  Officers  of  the  two 
Companies,  that  the  said  Committee  had  there  npon  agreed  that 
we  should  have  the  same  allowance  as  Officers  of  the  same  uank  in  the 
Continental  Army — and  npon  a  second  Beadiog  of  this  Report  the 
Hoose  have  Resolved  that  the  President  and  Council  were  to  make 
OS  such  allowance  as  would  be  a  compensation  for  our  trouble  and 
expense.  I  would  therefore  just  inform  yon,  that  my  time  of  ser- 
Tioe  was  from  the  eleventh  of  February  1779  to  the  first  of  July 
following  which  I  have  certified  by  the  Lieutenants  of  the  County^ 
iha^  during  said  time  I  found  my  own  Hone  forage  and  Provisions, 
(except  thirty  seven  Rations  &  three  Bushels  of  forage)  the  President 
and  Council  will  therefore  make  me  such  allowance  as  they  shall 
Judge  sufficient,  as  to  the  Captains  &  subalterns,  if  Council  should 
tbink  proper  to  make  them  the  same  allowance,  for  thair  Recruiting 
expense,  of  Captain  Guthrey,  I  should  judge  the  same  to  be  a  suffi- 
dent  Compensation — I  hope  Council  will  not  take  this  amiss  ft 
sfaall  leave  the  whole  to  their  consideration,  &  make  not  the  least 
doubt  of  having  a  sufficient  Compensation  allowed. 

Your  Hhble.  Servt. 

MICH.  HUFFNAGLE.* 

Captain  Jacks  Company,    Captain  Stokeleys  Company, 

1  Lieutenant  1  Lieutenant 

I  Ensign  1  Ensign 

Forty  three  Rank  &  file      Thirty  Rank  &  file. 
Indar9ed,—2l  Sept.  1780. 
Dirededj—ThoB.  Scott  Esq. 

Resolve  of  General  AssBHBLTy  1780. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly. 

Friday,  22«  Sept  1780. 
A  Resolution  of  The  Honorable  Congress  was  received  and  read, 
inf[>rming,  **  That  Congress  will  advance  one  third  of  the  sum  ne- ' 
eessary  for  the  purchase  of  one  thousand  Head  of  Cattlef  to  be  im- 
mediately forwarded  to  the  Army ;''— oWhereupon, 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  requested  to 
direct,  that  one  thousand  Head  of  Cattle  be  immediatelv  purchased  ' 
by  the  Commissioners  of  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  Federal  Army, 
Congress  advancing  one  third  of  the  price  thereof  agreeable  to  the  ' 
Resolution  aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes 

SAM'L  STERETT,  Ass*  Clerk. 

*  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  487.  f  Col-  »««•»  VoL  XII.,  p.  488. 
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Besolittions  of  General  Assbmblt,  1780. 

State  of  Pennsjlyania  In  General  Assemblj. 

Satnrdajs  23«  September,  1780. 

The  House  resumed  the  oonsideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee upon  the  Determination  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginift 
respecting  the  disputed  Boundary,  and  having  maturely  oonsidered 
the  same,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  as  follows,  vis. 

Resolved,  That,  although  the  oonditions  annexed,  by  the  L^da- 
tnre  of  Virginia,  to  the  lUtifications  of  the  boundaiy  line  agreed  to 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  on  the  thirty 
first  day  of  August,  1779,  may  tend  to  oountenanoe  some  unwams- 
table  claims,  which  may  be  made  under  the  State  of  Virginia,  in 
ooneequence  of  pretended  purchases  or  settlements  pending  the  con- 
troversy, yet  this  State  determining  to  give  the  World  the  moat 
unequivocal  pmof  of  their  earnest  desire  to  promote  peace  &  harmoay 
with  a  Sister  State  so  necessary  during  this  great  contest  against  the 
Common  £nemy,  do  agree  to  the  conditions  proposed  by  the  State  of 
Virginia,  in  their  Resolves  of  the  twenty  third  of  June  last,"^  to  wit 

"  That  the  Agreement  made  on  the  81"'  day  of  August,  1T79, 
'^  between  James  Madison  and  Robert  Andrews,  Commissioners  for 
^*  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  George  Bryan,  John  Ewing 
*^  and  David  Rittenhouse,  Commissioners  for  the  Com naon wealth  of 
*'  Pennsylvania  be  ratified  and  finally  confirmed,  to  wit :  That  the 
'*  line  commonly  called  Mason's  and  Dixon's  linCf  be  extended  doe 
f<  West  fije  degrees  of  longitude,  to  be  computed  from  the  River 
'^  Delaware,  for  the  Southern  Boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  and  thaf 
'^  a  Meridian  drawn  from  the  Western  extremity  thereof  to  the 
'<  Northern  limits  of  the  said  States  respectively,  be  the  Western 
'^  Boundary  of  Pennsylvania  forever :  On  Condition  that  the  private 
"  property  and  rights  of  all  persons  acquired  under,  founded  on,  w 
'^  recognised  by  the  laws  of  either  country,  previous  to  the  data 
«  hereof  be  saved  and  confirmed  to  them,  although  they  should  be 
^'  found  to  fiill  within  the  otfa^,  and  that  in  the  decision  of  disputes 
'^  thereon  preference  shall  be  given  to  the  elder  or  prior  right^  which 
'^  ever  of  the  said  States  the  same  shall  have  been  acquired  under, 
^'  such  persons  paying  within  whose  boundary  their  lands  shall  be 
^^  included,  the  same  purchase  or  consideration  money  which  wonld 
"  have  been  due  from  them  to  the  State  under  which  they  claimed 
'<  the  right,  and  where  any  such  purchase  or  consideration  money 
'^  hath  since  the  declaration  of  American  Independence  been  received 
''  by  either  State  for  lands,  which,  according  to  the  before  recited 
^'  Agreement  shall  fall  within  the  territory  of  the  other,  the  same 
^'  shall  be  reciprocally  refunded  and  repayed ;  and  that  the  Inhabi- 

•       *  See  pages  352, 858. 
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'<  iADtfl  of  the  Diapiited  Teritofy  now  oeded  to  tho  Slate  of  Peansyl- 
"  vant^,  shall  noty  before  the  first  day  of  December  ia  the  present 
*^  year,  be  subject  to  the  payoaent  of  any  tax,  nor  at  any  (ime  to 
'<  the  payment  of  arrean  of  taxes  or  impositioBs  heretofore  laid  by 
«  either  State/'— 

And  We  do  hereby  accept  and  fully  ratify  the  said  recited  oondi- 
tiooy  and  the  Boundary  Line  formed  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Council  -of  this  State  be,  and 
thoyare  hereby  impowered  to  appoint  two  Commissioners  on  the 
part  of  this  State,  in  conjunction  with  Commissioners  to  be  appointed 
by  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  extend  the  line  commonly  called  Mason's 
and  Dixon's  Line,  five  Degrees  of  Longitude  from  Delaware  River, 
and  from  the  Western  termination  of  thd  Line  so  extended  to  run 
and  mark,  as  soon  as  may  be  a  Meridian  Line  to  the  Ohio  River, 
the  remainder  of  that  Line  to  be  run  as  soon  as  the  President  and 
Council  taking  into  their  consideration  the  disposition  of  the  Indians, 
shall  think  it  prudent.  And  the  President  and  CouDcil  are  hereby 
authorized  to  give  to  the  said  Commissioners  such  Instructions  in 
the  premises  as  they  shall  think  fit.* 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAMUEL  8TBRETT,  Clerk. 
Indorsed, 

Resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylv*  concerning  the  Boundary 
line  between  Virginia  &  Pennsylv*. 


MoisiB.  HoLEER  TO  Pbes.  Bbed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  y  23*,  September,  1780. 
Sir, 

As  I  shall  depart  in  a  few  days  for  Rhode  Island,  &  as  I  learn 
that  tbe  Hon*  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  are  soon  to  break 
up,  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  from  your  Excellency  &  Council 
an  answer  respecting  the  assistance  and  protection  which  the  Hon* 
the  Continental  navy  board,  his  Excellency *the  Minister  plenipoten- 
tiary &  myself  have  claimed,  in  order  to  procure  some  large  mastsf 
from  the  heads  of  Schuylkill  for  the  use  of  the  Ships  of  the  conti- 
nental, &  the  Royal  navy.  I  most  Earnestly  entreat  your  Excellency 
&  Council,  to  remonstrate  if  necessary  on  this  subject,  to  the  ^enend 
Assembly,  so  as  some  measorea  may  be  adopted  for  the  Safety  of  the 
workmen,  which  I  am  informed  the  militia  and  inhabitants  of  the 
adjacent  country  are  ready  to  afford,  by  taking  post  at  one  of  the 
passages  of  the  mountains,  as.it  will  Effectually  prevent  the  inroads  of 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIL,  pp.  476, 488. 
t  Soe  pages  540,  650. 
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t&e  IndiaiM  on  ibeir  plantatioiiB.    I  hope  yonr  Szoellency  will  oon- 
deeooDd  to  favour  me  with  an  answer  on  this  Subject  so  as  I  may 
report  the  same  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  hia  majestya  naTiJ 
Ibrcee  in  Rhode  laland  on  my  arriyal  there.* 
I  Remain  with  the  highest  Sentiments 
of  ftespeet  &  attachment 

Sir  Your  most  obedient 

mofit  humble  servant 

HOLKEB. 
Directed, — His  EzoeUeney  Jos.  Reed,  Esq'.,  Presid*. 


'  Henby  Wynkoop  to  Prks.  Bbed,  1780. 

Bucks  County,  23d  Sept.,  1780. 
Sir, 

Immediately  on  the  Receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  16th  Inst., 
measures  were  taken  for  convening  the  Justices  of  tbis  County,  to 
whom  I  communicated  your  Letter,  And  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to 
inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Justices  have  quotaed  four  ihoasaDd 
Bushels  of  wheat  upon  the  different  Townships  to  be  delivered  into 
the  Mills  for  manu&cturing  by  the  15th  of  October  next,  And  to 
remidy  the  ill  Credit  of  the  Money  they  have  appointed  a  good  Man 
in  each  Township  who  will  call  upon  the  Inhabitants  to  induce  them 
to  I  ring  in  their  proportion  and  also  to  make  return  to  the  Purcbsser 
of  those  who  refuse  ;  so  that  there  is  good  Cause  to  expect  from  the 
adoption  of  this  mode  for  procuring  the  Supply  of  Flower  for  thia 
County  the  Deficiencys  of  public  Credit  will  be  fully  remedied  hj 
the  Virtue  of  Individuals. 

The  Justices  beg  leave  to  remark  to  your  Excellency  that  those 
Men  appointed  in  the  Different  Townships  will  have  some  trouble  for 
which  it  is  reasonable  they  should  be  compensated,  would  therefore 
wish  Council  to  take  some  Order  for  that  purpose. 

The  Justices  also  conceive  that  the  prices  given  for  wheat,  vis.) 
10s.  is  not  proportionate  to  the  necessary  expences  of  the  Farmer, 
nor  equal  to  what  is  got  for  flower  in  Market,  the  Exchange  npon 
the  State  money  being  considerably  less  than  the  exchange  npon 
Specie,  and  as  the  supplies  are  generally  procured  from  those  that  are 
willing,  the  public  Burden  falls  heavy  upon  those  who  ought  least  to 
bear  them,  for  those  &  many  other  reasons  the  Justices  conceive  that 
more  generous  pfices  ought  to  be  given  for  the  present  supplies. 
I  am  in  behalf  of  the  Justices 

your  Excellencies 

most  Obedient  &  very  Humble  Setv*, 
HENRY  WYNKOOP. 
Dtreetetf, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Council  of 
Pensylvania. 

*  Seo  Col.  Eec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  488. 
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Board  ov  Wab  to*Pbes.  Bbed,  1780. 

War  Offioe,  23d  Sept.  1780. 
Sir, 

The  board  have  proflsing  oalb  upon  them  for  a  larger  iramber  of 
arms  for  the  sonthem  army  than  they  can  at  present  furnish. 

The  A.  C.  Gen*  of  in'  stores  informs  them  that  he  can  have  re- 
paired in  six  weeks  tLree  thousand  stand-— bat  in  the  mean  time  the 
greatest  evils  may  be  experienced  in  the  southern  states  for  want  of 
them.  In  this  exigency,  the  board  have  no  recourse  but  to  request 
qi  your  £xeellency  &  the  honble  Gonnml,  a  loan  of  about  one  thou* 
sand  arms  &  accoutrements,  including  those  famished  by  the  Conti- 
nent to  the  State  on  the  late  call  of  the  militia. 
^  The  board  are  induced  to  hope  that  there  will  be  no  inconvenience 
to  the  State  in  lending  the  arms—as  from  the  present  posture  of 
mffairs  in  this  Quarter,  there  seems  to  be  but  little  probability  that 
thoj  will  be  wanted  for  the  militia  before  they  can  be  replaced. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect 

y  Ezoellenq/a  mo.  obed. 
Hble  asrv., 

By  ord., 

BEN.  STODDERT,  . 
Soo'y.    . 
Directed^ 

Bis  Excellency  President  Reed. 
XTar  Office. 


Pbtition  op  James  Rowah,  1780. 

To  the  Hon^^  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Sapreme  Excct^ 
Council  of  the  Commoo wealth  of  Pensylvania. 

The  Petition  of  James  Rowan  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  petitioner  has  been  an  Inhabitant  of  the  District  of 
Sonthwark  for  many  years  Past  where  he  followed  thb  Yendne 
Business,  But  at  the  Commencement  of  the  Present  war  Voluntarily 
Tamed  out  in  Defence  of  his  Country,  and  Dureing  the  Enemies 
Poaseosion  of  this  Gitiy  was  serving  his  Country  in  &»  High  placea 
of  the  field  (which  some  members  Of  this  Hon^**  Board  Can  Testify) 
and  left  his  wife  and  Helpless  Children,  with  all  his  worldly  Effects, 
to  the  mercy  of  the  Enemy,  who  stript  them  of  Every  thing,  and 
baveing  no  trade  or  any  Visible  means  of  Supporting  himself  and 
Voi^  VIII.— 26 
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OrowiDg  family,  would  Hambly  Request  this  Hon^**  Board  to  ap- 
point him  Vendue  Master  for  said  Diatrict,  jour  Petilioiier'  hegi 
leave  to  present  the  Inolosed  Petition  and  Recomdatioo  formerly 
Present'd  to  the  Hon^  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  he  hopai 
Will  have  its  due  weight,  in  hopes  that  your  Hon^  Board  will 
Qfaot  hb  request  he  will  as  in  Duty  Bound,' &o.,  &e. 

JAMES  EOWAN. 

Sept.  26th;  1780. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Stats 
of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly  met. 

The  Petition  of  James  Rowan,  an  Inhabitant  of  the  Distriok  of 

Sotttkwark. 

Most  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  PeUtioner  has  been  a  zealous  friend  to  the  Cause  of 
American  Freedom  since  the  Oommenoement  of  the  Hostilitys  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ameirica,  in  which  Contest  he  has  not  only 
taken  his  Tour  of  duty  agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  this  State,  but  bu 
offer'  his  Services  Vouintarily  to  act  in  Differeut  Capacitys  wherein 
said  services  Cou'  be  Beneficial  in  the  Support  of  the  Libertys  of  bifl 
Country,  the  fact  of  which  he  Refers  to  some  of  tho  worthy  and 
Honorable  members  of  this  assembly. 

The  prayer  of  your  petitioner  is  therefore  that  from  the  above 
Circumstances  and  the  Necessitous  Situation  of  a  young  &  Growing 
Family, your  Honors  wou'  please  to  Grant  him  a  Licence  or  Ubertj 
to  Keep  a  publick  Vendue  for  the  Distriek  of  Southwark,  in  whieh 
Capacity  he  has  already  acted  for  several  years,  with  Honesty  Integ- 
rcty  he  thinks,  &  the  Approbation  of  his  friends  in  General,  be 
therefore  Humbly  prays  your  Honors  will  take  his  Situation  into 
Consideration,  and  shou'  you  think  him  worthy  of  such  an  ap- 
pointment he  will  be  for  ever  in  duty  bound  to  your  Honors  for 
So  Doing. 

JAMES  BOWAN. 
November  80th;  177S. 


We  the  subscribers  being  well  acquainted  with  the  within  ffaoed 
James  Rowan,  wou*  therefore  Reoomend  him  to  your  Notice  tf 
being  a  worthy  Citizen  &  good  friend  to  his  Country,  &  Sboa'  jov 
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diink  him  worthy  of  Oraniing  his  Request  we  haye  not  the  least 
doabt  of  his  mereting  it. 

Robert  Allesoiiy  Wm.  Hall, 

James  Skioner,  Peter  Thompsoiii 

John  Smith,  Frederick  Kuhl, 

€korge  Dnilield,  Wm.  West,  Juur., 

Samuel  Moore,  Francis  Ourney, 

James  Little,  Robert  Hanteri 

Thomas  Gaadorp,  John  Eyre, 

Joseph  SnowdeQ^  Benj"  Eyre, 

Jon*  B.  Smith,  Peter  Browb, 

Robert  Oather,  Paine  Newman, 

William  Hardy,  William  Hodge, 

Isaac  Howell,  Andrew  Hodge, 

John  Riddle,  Jaoob  Bright," 
John  Hall  Cooper. 


Ghristian  Wurtz  to  Hon.  Wm.  Moore,  1780. 

Lancaster,  September  2T**,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  to  inform  joa  that  since  my  return  from  Philadelphia, 
there  has  been  many  Persons  with  me  offering  Beef  Cattle  for  Sale, 
fil  for  present  use ;  should  their  be  occasion  for  parchasiog,  I  think 
oonsiderable  Numbers  might  be  procured  in  this  County  for  eonti- 
nental  Money,  at  a  reasonable  rate.  The  second  Crops  of  Hay  & 
potarage  proving  so  very  bad,  on  Ace*  of  the  dry  Season,  compels 
many  Farmers  to  dispose  of  part  of  their  Stock.  Should  these  pur-' 
ohases  come  under  our  I>epartment,  would  be  extremely  obliged  to 
jou  to  inform  me  thereof. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

y  moot  obd.  k  H.  ServU, 

CHRISTIAN  WURTZ,  C.  P.  L.  C. 
Direttedf 
The  Hon.  Winiam  Moore,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


BoABB  OF  War  to  Prrs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  Sep^  27, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  Soatfaeirn  Army  are  exceedingly  distressed  for  Want  of  Tents. 
The  Board  are  informed  that  the  State  of  PennsyWania  bave  a  Num- 
ber, which  might  probably  be  spared  to  the  United  States.  We  beg 
to  know  of  the  Honble.  Council  whether  we  can  have  about  two 
bimdred,  or  a  larger  qnaaiity  if  they  can  be  spared^  and  on  what 
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TemiB— The  Board  will  either  replaee  then,  when  enaBled  so  to  ^ 
out  of  the  pablic  Stock,  or  recommeDd  to  Coogreas  Meafiuet  ibr 
payment  of  their  Vaioe  to  the  State — ^We  request  a  speedy  Answer, 
as  the  Oceasion  is  pressing,  and  hope  it  may  be  ooDTenient  for  Coan- 
cil  to  comply  with  pur  request  If  the  Interposition  of  Coagiai 
should  be  deemed  by  your  Honourable  Board  neoessaiy,  we  will  take 
Instant  Measures  for  obtaining  it. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  very  obed.  Servants. 

RICHARD  PETERS, 
By  Older. 
On  the  public  Service  of  the  United  States. 
Honble.  William  Moore,  Keqr^  Vice  President  of  Uie  Honble. 
Sup.  Ex.  Council  of  Pennsilvania. 
(War  Office.) 


Gov.  Wm.  Livingston  to  Prbs,  Eeeb,  1780. 

Trenton,  29**  Sep*,  1780. 
Gentlemen : 

At  the  Meeting  of  the  Legislature  at  this  place,  we  found  here  a 
certain  Ml"  Joei'^  professing  himself  to  be  an  Officer  in  the  BhUsk 
Army,  and  to  have  deserted  from  it  to  offer  his  Serviee  to  these 
United  States.  Be  has  not  hitherto  (perhaps  for  want  of  Oppoi^ 
tunity)  given  such  proof  of  the  rectitude  of  hia  Intentions  as  we 
could  wish  to  hove,  previous  to  our  pUcing  any  Confidenoc  in  the 
Professions  of  a  Gentleman  so  peculiarly  circumstanced — Trenton  is 
deemed  a  very  improper  place,  especially  during  the  pitting  of  the 
Legislature,  for  the  residence  of  any  person  of  dubious  Character. 
Nor;  indeed,  can  any  place  in  this  State,  considering  ita  extent  of 
frontier  and  Promixity  to  the  Enemy,  &  the  Opportunity  thence 
resulting  for  maintaining  a  Correspondence  with  them  (should  he 
be  80  disposed)  be  thought  a  proper  Abode  for  eucfa  doubtfol  Char- 
acters. I  have  therefore,  by  the  Advice  of  Council,  sent  him  to 
your  Board,  to  be  disposed  of  in  some  interior  part  of  the  Goontiy, 
where  he  ei^linot;  with  equal  pr6{)abiiitj  of  Sucoeea,  carry  into  Exe- 
cution any  pernicious  designs  (if  such  be  has)  against  the  Liberies 
of  .this  CountKyv 

I  am,  &c., 

WIL,  L1YING8TON. 
.  Hmible.  the  Board  of  War. 

Copy.* 

*  Cel.  Bao.»  VoL  ZIL,  p.  496. 
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EOBBttT  FOESYTH  TO    GOL.  EPHRAIM  BlAINB,   1780. 

Frederickborg^  September  29,.m0. 
Den  Ok)l., 

I  iMTe  jost  Tfatte  to  write  you  a  short  Letter,  by  OoL  Finme^fae 
will  pfeaent  yoa  with  mj  Bo^  of  Retaras,  whioh  coBtaiae  Copies  of 
all  the  Betoms  of  pnrehases  whioh  have  be^n  made  me  while  acting 
under  the  Direoiioo  of  Col.  Wadsworth  &  joarself ;  likewise,  geoend 
Betura  k  Aoeo^  earreni  for  caefa.  Ton  find  those  sinee  1"*  March 
•t  the  hiMer  End  of  the  Book.  Balanoe  ef  Aooo^  in  my  fitTonr, 
£236,68  7-7--4,  V.  Gnrr'y.  Beiides  this  Snm,  I  shall  have  fitrther 
retom  made  by  M'  Tate  for  Convention  Troops,  and  Ool.  Hendricks 
for  fish,  which  I  expeo€  will  amout  to  nsar  £l,00;eOO«-this  I  shall 
bring  with  me  w  a  few  days. 

I  thought  it  necessary  to  forward  my  Returns,  that  yon  may  pro- 
QUte  innnediately  a  Warrant  on  the  State  of -Virginia  for  the  Balanoe 
as  the  greater  part  of  the  Sum  is  already  rec*  from  Sherifb  and  Ci^ 
ieotors  of  Taxes — and  the  Auditors  next  Handi  will  mo?B  a^dnst 
.them  for  Settlement;  and  they  have  nothing  to  show  but  my  Draflto 
OD  the  Treasury^  which  will  be  denied  Credit^  unless  you  procure  me 
.a  Warrant  to  cover  them. 

The  inclosed  Letter  from  the  Executive  will  point  out  to  you  the 
prospect  I  have  of  Supplying  the  Convention  Troops  with  Bread; 
my  Agent  There^  who  has  lately  resigned,  is  indebted  to  the  People 
80  or  100,000  £ ;  &  until  that  Sum  is  p'  I  have  no  hopes  of  getUag 
Cred*  for  two  pence  in  that  Quarter. 

The  above  Letter  will  show  you  that  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  send 
yon  Beef  to  Philad*— indeed,  I  do  not  think  they  can  feed  the  Gon« 
▼eation  Troops  with  Beef  till  Janliary,  on  their  present  plan— when 
every  Man  has  it  in  his  power  to  get  what  Sum  lor  hu  Cattle  he 
pleases. 

Our  Situation  in  this  Quarter  is  disagreeable ;  the  purchasing  Sea- 
son coming  on,  &  no  preparations  can  be  made — ^I  even  eannot  engage 
a  pork  BaneL 

Tour  very  hble.  Serv*, 

ROBT.  FORSYTH,  D.  C.  G.  P. 
Copy. 


GsH*  WASfliwaTOV  TO  Prbs.  BasMO,  1780. 

Head  Qnartm,  Oiange  Town,  1st  Oct.  1780. 
Pear  Sir^ 

I  am  under  the  neeesnty  of  laying  before  vovr  Ezeellen^,  tte 
Copy  of  a  repnaentation  made  to  me  yesterday,  by  the  Oo^^my. 
General  of  Issuea,  on  the  Subjeet  of  Flour.  The  represenlatioli 
goes  s9  feUy  nnd  Iroly  into  our  present  Sitoalioit  andprapeetn^  that 
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I  shall  odIj  refer  yonr  Ezoellencj  to  it,  and  then  intreat  yoa.to  ex- 
ert your  authority  andiDfluenoe,  with  the  Agents  and  all  othen  Qoa- 
cemed,  in  procuring  and  forwarding  a  Supply  to  Trenton  vithoot 
delay.   , 

Of  470  Barrels  which  were  in  the  Magaiine  at  West  pttut^  I 
have  been  unayoidthly  obliged  to  draw  down  800  to  tbia  Armj,  by 
whiohi  that  Taluable  Post  may  be  endaogeved,  should  the  Enemy 
endeavour  to  attain  by  force,  what  they  attempted  to  gain  by  treteh- 
ery  ;  but  in  which  they  have  been  so  providentially  disappointed. 

I  most  sincerely  condole  with  your  ExeeUenoy  on  the  loss  of  yonr 
amiable  Lady.    The  ^ews  of  that  meUnoholy  stent  was  imparted 
to  ma  by  the  minister  gi  France  on  my  journey  {torn  Harford. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  gseat  Bespeet  J(e 
listeem  Y%  ExceUenoy's  most  obt  and  Hhble.  Bervt. 

.     Q\  WASHINGTON. 


Head  Quarters^  Tappan,  80th  Sept.  1780. 
Sir, 

The  quantity  of  Flour  in  the  Magazine  at  Camp  and  in  the 
bands  of  the  Brigade  Oommissaries  will  only  supply  the  troops  for 
-^omortrow.  By  letters  from  Philadelphia  of  the  26**  instant  and 
from  Trenton  of  the  27^  from  my  Deputies^  am  informed  that  then 
was  none  on  hand  at  those  places,  ao  that  the  two  hundred  Bairels 
ordered  from  West  point  is  all  the  Flout  that  we  are  now  sure  of. 
I  am  therefore  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  informing  Yonr 
BzoeHency  ^at  unless  uncommon  diligence  is  used  in  getting  that 
article  from  Pennsylvania  or  New  York  at  the  end  of  three  daj8| 
the  Army  will  be  again  without  Bread. 

^  I  am  most  respectfully  Your  Ezcellency'sj 

.  most  obt.  SeiTt. 

CHAS.  STEWART, 
'    Cdpy,  Comm.  Gkneral  Issues. 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington. 


Obn.  Wic  IitviNB  TO  Pbss.  Rbbd,  1780. 

West  point,  October  !•»,  1780. 
DearSir, 

I  was  ordered  here  ^ith  my  Brq^ade  on  the  alarm  that  was  ocea- 
sioned  by  Arnolds  Villainous  business. 

I  mado  a  rapid  march  .and  found  the  place  on  my  arrival  in  a 
most  miserable  situation  in  every  respect — 1800  Militia  had  been  at 
tbe.Posty  but  were  chiefly  Detached  on  various  pitetenoesf  those  who 
xemained  had  no  post  assigned  them,  nor  knew  nor  had  a  single  o^ 
4ar  what  to  do.  I  have  not  heard  from  Head  Quarters  to  day— *bal 
1  bafDieawm,  tt>  JteliolM  maior  Andrei  Smith  must  bo  H«ng. 
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Mr.  Ljrtle  bein^  Idle  here  k  tbe  stores  long  since  ezhanstccl,  ft 
supposing  Mr.  Fanner  to  have  another  snpply  readj  by  this  time,  I 
haTO  ordered  him  to  Philadelphia  for  them.  Neither  officers  nor 
men  have  had  more  thaa  two  months  pay  for  nine  months  past, 
this  being  the  case  it  is  easy  to  judge  how  necessary  the  stores  ture 
.for  their  existance.  I  should  not  have  taken  on  ipysdf  however  to 
send  Mr.  Lytle  as  I  do  not  Command  the  Line.  But  he  being  ef 
my  Brigade  ft  we  Detached  not  knowing  when  we  shall  rejoin,  raui^ 
time  might  bft  spent,  before  General  St.  Clair  could  give  him  oideis 
besides  we  find  from  experience  that  Mr.  Farmer  very  seldom  thinks 
of  Purchasing  a  single  article  untill  he  actually  goes  down.  Tho' 
I  hope  this  is  not  now  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Dear  l^r,  Xour 

Bxcellenoys  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

^  Wm.  IBVINB. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Bsquire. 


BoAED  OP  Wab  TO  V.  p.  MOORB,  1780. 

War  Office.  Oct'  8«  1780. 
air. 

The  Board  have  this  Honour  to  enclose  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
Gov.  Livingston  on  the  subject  of  Cap*  Joel,*  whose  case  is  therein 
aet  forth.  On  his  deserting  from  the  Enemy  he  was  sent  as  a  pri- 
Boner  by  the  Com'  in  Chief,  who  deemed  it  necessary  to  make  the 
strictest  Inquiry  into  the  Matter^  as  Mr.  Joel-s  Cinmmstances  ft 
Aocoont  of  himself  were  singular*  After  his  being  kept  in  Custody 
#t  Philadelplua  for  some  time  the  General  desired  we  would  give 
Orders  for  his  IMscharge  under  strict  Injunctions  not  to  go  near  the 
▲nay.  This  was  accmiingly  done^  ft  thereafter  we  conceived  Mr. 
:Joel  to  be  no  longer  amenable  to  any  Authority  we  might  possess 
wksD  he  was  considered  as  a  military  Prisoner.  We  suppose  him 
to  be  aeeountable  only  to  the  Government  of  the  State  in  which  he 
happens  to  be,  ft  therefore  have  directed  the  Officer  who  has  him 
hi  dharge  to  deliver  him  where  your  Honble.  Board  shall  direct,  or 
^t  him  at  Liberty  if  it  should  be  the  Opinion  of  Council  that  it  is 
proper. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be 
with  great  Respect 

your  very  obed  Serv<»,  •  ■ 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  Order. 
DireeUdj 
'    On  puMic  Service. 

Honble.  William  Moore,  Esq**,  Vice  President  of  the  Sup.  Ex. 
Council  cf  Pennsilvania. 
(War  Office.) 

♦  See  CoL  Eec.,  Vol.  XIL,  pp.  494^  4»9,  and  p.  676  of  this  VoL 
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Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Rbbd^  1780. 

War  Office,  Octo'  5*,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  board  hare  been  again  ealled  upon  for  a  supply  of  Arms  for 

the  soatbem  States^  and  are  again  nnder  the  neoessity  of  troubling 

yonr  ExoeUeney  ft  the  bonble.  Gonnoil  on  the  Snbject — ^They  hxn 

not  yet  been  faTored  with  an  answer  to  their  letter  oMie  2Sd  oho.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  high  respect 

y  Exeellenoy's  most  obed  serr., 

by  ofd.  BBN.  STODDBRT,  Setfy. 
JDirecied, 
His  Ezoellenoy  President  Be^ 
(War  office.) 


Col.  Sam'l  J,  Atlkb  to  V.  P.  Moorb,  1780. 

Peqaeap  OctebBT  6^.  178*. 

Sir, 

I  shonld  have  done  myself  the  Honor  of  answering  yonr  Letter 
of  the  29th  Ult.  e'er  this,  bat  had  not  a  minute  seceiTed  it  before 
Mr.  Curtis  Grubb,  as  Ezpressi  arriTed  for  my  asabtanoe  in  one  of 
the  upper  Districts  of  this  Oounty,  where  the  ill-advised  people  hsd 
assembled  to  oppose  the  Ezeonuon  of  the  Militia  Law,  absolutely 
jrefusing  to  pay  the  Fines^  &o*.  I  am  just  now  returned  from  thst 
disagreeable  duty,  haying  brought  those  deluded  persons  to  a  seaie 
of  theirs,  solemnly  engaging  in  future  to  behave  as  good  sttb|eQla  af 
the  State,  and  to  perform  the  Duties  required  of  them  by  tli#  Liva 
— I  think  this  is  the  last  District  I  shall  have  to  conquer  in  this 
Gountyi  and  in  settling  them  shall  render  essential  Service  to  the 
liieutenant  of  Berks^  as  the  District  (d  that  County  adjoining  hal 
refused  Obedience  to  the  Sub.  Lieutenant,  and  were  waiting  the  resalt 
of  my  people ;  they  will  now,  I  expect,  submit  to  their  proper  Offieen. 
I  am  mutb  obliged  to  Mr.  Curtis  Qrubb  and  a  number  of  other 
Gentlemen  at  I^banon  for  their  countenance  and  assistance  in 
this  afijair,^  well  as  to  Col.  Clerk,  Sub.  Lieutenant  at  Hanover, 
who  flew  to  my  aid  with  a  number  of  fine  fellows  from  his  Distriot 
I  have  given  the  Orders  for  one  Class  of  the  Militia  of  this  Coontj 
to  rendezvous  at  Cox's  Town  on  the  20th  Inst.,  to  relieve  Um 
Cumberland  militia  doing  duty  at  Snnbury  the  25th ;  as  there  u 
no  issuing  post  at  Cox's  or  in  that  Distriot  I  have  ai^lied  to  Mr. 
Wirtz,  the  purchasiDg  Commissioner,  and  directed  that  provisittti 
be  provided  for  the  Troops  by  the  20th. 

^  Bee  p.  573. 
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Next,  Sir,  I  am  to  inquire  of  Counoill  wbere  I  am  to  procure 
arms  to  put  into  the  Hands  of  tbe  Militia  at  any  Time  :nrhen  tbej 
shall  be  called  to  dnty  abroad  or  at  Home.  My  situation  is  truly 
alarming,  sorround^  as  I  am  by  such  numbers  of  disaffected^  who 
have  in  their  power  at  all  times  ^well  knowing  the  defenceless  state 
of  the  Militia  here)  to  do  more  tnan  I  would  wish  to  name  or  have 
them  believe  I  hit.  A  small  magaiine  at  Lancaster,  from  which 
the  Lieutenant  of  the  County  oould  at  any  time  draw  arms  or 
.iMBmnnitios,  is  absolutely  neoessaiy;  it's  being  known  would  oppe- 
rate  as  a  preventative  to  many  disorders  we  are  liable  to  in  this 
County/ 

Ap|>Iicat!on  has  been  made  to  me,  Sir,  for  an  Election  for  a  L* 
Col*  10  one  of  the  BattalHons  of  this  County,  the  L^  Colonel  fbrmerly 
ehoeen  and  Cbmmissioned  being  gone  to  sea  witiiout  leave  of  absence 
:<Mr  notice  of  his  Departure. 

I  would  ha¥0  called  the  Election  required,  but  I  was  Just  writing 
I  chose  to  mention  it  to  Council,  and  beg  their  direction  for  the 
Election  demanded. 

I  am  Sir 

with  the  greatest  re^eet 

Your  Honors  most  ob*  Hble  Sttrv*. 
SAM.  J.  ATLBE. 
Directed^ 

On  publick  Servico. 

The  HonbU.  William  Moore,  Esquire,  Vice  Preudent  of  Penn- 
-0ylvanfak 


V.  p.  MooBB  TO  Board  of  War,  1780. 

Gentlemen: 

-  In  Answer  to  the  letters  ftom  your'Hon^  Board  of  tbe  2S< 
Ult*  &  5^^  Inst^*  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  this  State  is  not  pos- 
ses'd  of  any  Arms  but  what  are  for  the  Use  of  the  Militia,  &  as  we 
are*  uncertain  how  soon  they  may  be  eall'd  into  the  Field,  we  cannot 
Spare  them  for  the  Use^  You  mention. 

Oct  6, 1780. 

*  Bee  pages  678, 680. 
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Col.  Ryan  to  V.  P,  Moorb,  1T80. 

A  sketch  of  the  Duty  of  an  Officer  of  Cbe  Police  in  tlio  Ciij  of 
Philadelphia, 

1>*.  HeriionM  be  ahravs  resdj  to  attend  t&e  ordel^of  OoMeil, 
md  flssbt  (with  a  puiy  of  men  irneeeM^)  to  appt^bitoj  tlM  pelaota 
or  eeize  the  Pa^rt  <^  anj  Body  obnozioon  to  Hw  Laws  of  fkk 

State. 

2**.  He  should  have  an  Offioe  o^  where  ewerj  stranger  coniag 
by  Sea  or  land,  npoo  his  arrival  in  this  Citj  should  re^^idter  his 
liamtp  if  he  staid  but  onie  Nighty  or  incnr  a  certain  penalty. 

Z'*.  He  should  make  returns  oT  the  Nanws  registered  to  Gotimil 
imee  or  twice  a  Xf^ek  or  one^  a  day  if  thtfvght  i 


4^  Every  person  Registered  should  pay  some  small  consideratieh 
such  as  6'  or  a  shilliug  Specie ;  this  would  in  a  great  ineEisure  sup- 
port the  Offioe  and  not  make  it  Burthensome  to  thd  State,  and  the 
Ifumber  of  Names  given  in  t6  ftetf&eU*  would  always  aoo^  for  the 
mon^  leoeivM.  .^ 

&*"*  All  kee^iA  of  Taverns,  lodging  houses,  ftc.,  should  be  fine- 
able  if  they  received  any  Strangers  without  acquainting  them  of  the 
above  Office  &  the  Penalty  incured  for  nonconformance. 

HoB"»8ir, 

The  within  Sketch  is  humbly  submitted  to  your  honoris  ^onsida- 
ration.  If  an  Officer  to  perform  the  Duty  Twith  any  alterations^ 
additions  or  amendments  that  may  be  thougbt  proper)  should  be 
appointed;  I  bqg  leave  to  observe  that  my  business  as  Inspector  is 
not  sufficient  employment,  and  I  would  willingly  do  this  duty  like- 
wise. And  as  I  have  a  small  salary  already  as  Inspector  mj  salaiy 
1  lor  doing  this  duty  need  not  be  so  inuoh  as  if  done  by  another 
person. 

I  have  the  honor 

toboHbn^Sit^ 

Jr^irtfr  obedient  mt^\ 

M.  ATAfr. 

P.  S.  Should  the  Council  think  proper  I  would  run  the  risk  ci 
the  office  supporting  itself,  and  require  no  other  salaxy  than  the 
within  mentioned  consideration. 

Octr  6«»,  1780. 
Directedf 

The  Honble.  William  Moore,  Esq^  Vice  President  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


FHVINBXLTAinUL  ABOHITES  X7N.  B8B 

Prbs.  of  Oongbbss  to  Prbs.  Bkbd,  1T69. 

Pbikddphia,  Oeloher  7, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  dirMted  by  Gaa^^ess  to  inform  yoa  that  a  Letter  hath  been 
reeeived  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  at  Head  Qnarteniy  represent^ 
ing  that  <Uha  Army  mast  again  be  reduced  to  Extremity  fi«  Want 
of  Floor  except  a  Supply  should  arrive  in  a  few  Di^/'  It  is 
therefore  the  earnest  request  of  Congress  that  what  remains  of  the 
quota  of  Flour  from  your  State  may  be  sent  on  with  all  possible 
Despatch. 

•  I:  have  the  Honor  to  he 

with  the  highest  respect, 

your  Biodilency's  most  obed*  servant, 

SAM.  HUNHNQTON,  Prenkmi.* 

His  Bzoeli^  The  Frerfdent  of  PennsyWanht. 


Gqu  BtKMft  TO  Qoh.  Bbqbhbad,  1780. 

October  10th,  1780. 
J>ear  Sir, 

I  received  yours  of  the  7th  Inst,  this  morning,  bnl  it  »  wM  in  nf)r 
^wer  to  give  yon  a  just  return  as  you  request  until  tlie  last  of  this 
ireek,  for  i  have  been  oblidged  to  issue  orders  to  press  horses  k 
draught  men,  as  I  could  not  get  Volunteers  enough,  of  which  I  have 
not  flot  a  return  as  yet.  I  am  sorry  to  inform  yon  that  I  am  afraid 
ire  shall  come  but  little  speed,  I  find  that  the  Gorernment  of  Virg* 
irill  not  protect  me  in  any  thing  I  do  by  vertue  of  the  laws  of  Virg* 
ainee  their  last  Kesolution,  ft  the  laws  of  PensI"  have  not  as  yet 
taken  us  under  their  nrotection;  all  this  the  Oonntrey  is  seqwaiiiCed 
^ith,  so  thai  every  ^ing  I  do  is  at  the  Risque  of  my  Fortnne  ndess 
;protected  bv  the  slt^tee.  If  it  had  not  been  to  forward  an  Bzped^ 
tion  1  should  have  declined  actine  a  good  ^iiSi^^go,  aa  ntylnan  ever 
had  a  more  disagreeable  time  or  it  than  I  htfve  at  ^vebeaij  having 
'no  Isw  to  defend  me-^We  are  assnred  of  your  good  intentiontflbr  tkto 
safety  of  the  Cotmtrey,  ft'are  rery  sorry  that  we  cannot  aet  with  that 
spirit  that  we  ought  to  do.  But  bopci  Ac  laws  df  Pen*  wiH  either  bo 
eztehded  in  a  few  Days  from  this  thne,  or  the  Laws  of  V\rf^  be  ke{ft 
in  force.  It  is  very  unhappy  for  this  Countrey  that  the  two  eon- 
tending  States  has  not  provided  a  better  wa^  for  tfaedefeftOB  of  this 

«  See  OoLllec.,  To!.  201.,  f .  M0. . 
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Oonntrey  than  to  let  it  fall  between  them  both  nntil  matten  an 
settled  between  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest 

Bespeot^  Dear  Sir,  your  moet  obed*  Hble  serr^i 
JOSEPH  BBELOR,  GolL 
*  without  Law  to  protect  ma. 

JDirecied, 
Colo.  Brodhead. 

Copy. 


Wm.  McCleeby  to  Col.  Brodhead,  1780. 

MonoDgahala  Gmrnty,  Ocir  11th,  1780. 

Dear  8i«, 

Your  fayonr  ^  express  jnst  now  eame  to  hand,  it  being  en  pabKo 
servioe — Col*  Evans  being  at  thia  down  the  Oountvey,  I  epea'd  it 
and  there  find  you  are  a^ia  Obliged  to  postpone  your  intended  ex- 
pedition, you  call  for  a  Betnni  of  the  number  of  men  and  Horses 
that  you  may  depend  on  from  this  County,  which  I  am  unable  it 
this  to  fumiui  you  with,  as  all  the  returns  were  made  to  Col*  Evans, 
and  he  beine  from  home,  I  can't  come  immediately  at  them.  How- 
ever 80  far  I  oan  inform  you  that  upon  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  I 
went  to  the  Officers  of  the  second  Battalion  of  our  County  Militi% 
who  happened  to  be  then  ssaembled  in  General  Muster  &  made  the 
matter  known  to  them,  at  the  same  time  call'd  upon  them  for  s 
Copy  of  their  Returns,  made  to  Col*  Evans,  that  I  might  as  near  as 
possible  oomply  with  your  request,  &  they  (after  some  consultation 
held  on  the  matter)  gave  it  me  for  answer,  That  as  they  found  all 
their  hopes  of  Relief  from  a  Campaign  being  this  fall  carried  against 
their  Indian  Enemies  were  abortive,  and  knowing  that  their  frontiers 
were  at  60  to  70  Mile  in  Length,  were  infested  with  the  savages 
kilUnig  thsir  People,  hare  at  last  obliged  them  to  say  they  canH  spare 
:any  mea*-^urther  adding  that  they  are  heartily  sorry  that  there 
ahould  be  .the  least  seeming  Jarr  or  d^^nting  Y<|ioe.&om  the  orders 
of  Cokfli^TBj^odhead,.  aa  a  Commanding  Officer  for  the  defence  of 
I'thia^Qo^li^y^jbut  frqm  his  never  having  it  in  his  power  for  want  (as 
we  oono^ive)  of  the  necessary  supplies  to  put  his  Sehemee  in  execa- 
tiQU,  during  the  wholooouise  of  last  Summer  &  Fall,  &  our  nnhappj 
Po^le  daily  falling  an  easy  pray  to  the  £2nemy,  obilges  them  to 
throw  off  Eli  dependence  on  any  natural  aid  on  this  side  of  the 
Mountains  this  fall,  but.  that  of  themselves  for  their  relief,  and 
therefore  theyjoiean  to  embody,  and  take  the.  mdstplausable  methods 
for  their  defense,  and  under  these  circumstances  they  think  their 
number  is  already  too  small  wi^ut  ayy-di^isioii*    Notirithstanding 
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they  were  ready  twice  lut  sammery  both  with  Men,  Hone9,  and 
Provieiona^  to  have  oompiyd  with  your  requisition  fally,  had  yoa 
pat  your  plan  id  execution.  I  hate  (as  I  look  npoa  it  my  dnty  leaet 
any  deception  should  take  place)  stated  the  matter  truly,  as  I  took 
it  from  the  Officers  Mouths.  And  now  permit  me  to  observe  to  you 
that  the  state  of  our  frontiers  is  really  deplorable,  to  see  helpless 
Women  ft  Childreq  flying  before  the  ravages  of  the  Savage,  and 
that  even  while  part  of  us  is  engaged  in  burying  of  our  Neighbours 
that  have  been  butchered  by  them,  Others  of  us  is  falling  a  sacrifice 
to  their  Hellish  inventions,  those  and  many  other  matters  that  have 
^pae  under  your  Cognisance  I.  hope  you  will  ^as  a  Friend  to  human 
nature)  state  in  a  proper  light  to  the  Board  from  the  which  proper 
^relief  can  be  had.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  due  respect 
I>Sir, 

y  most  Obed«  Hble  S^rvS 

W-  M^CLEERT. 
IHreetedy 

To  Coll.  Dani:  Brodhead^  ) 
Comm<  W.  Dep».  j 


Abam  Euhn  to  F&bs.  Bbed,  1780, 

Sir 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Excellency,  in  the  most  respect- 
foA  manner,  that  I  have  not  hitherto  been  able  to  procure  the  Sureties 
required  of  me  by  the  Resolve  of  the  honourable  supreme  executive 
Oouncil :  That  the  Vessel  in  which  I  arrived  here  hath  been  stripped 
of  her  Sails,  and  that  she  is  not  in  a  condition  to  put  to  Sea,  as  she 
Sprung  a  leak  in  the  passage  from  St  Croix :  That  my  Wife,  tho 
greatly  recovered,  continues  much  indisposed  &  is  yet  confined  to 
her  bed.  I  ther^ore  entreat  your  Excellency  to  lay  my  case  before 
the  honourable  supreme  Eteouliye  Council  that  they  may  indulge 
me  with  such  relief^  the  case  requiies.  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Tour  Excellency's 

most  obedient 

humble  Servant^ 

AFAM  KUHN.* 

Philad%  October  14  th^  1780. 

♦  See  Col.  Kec.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  601,  602,  604,  606,  615,  617. 
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John  Hublbt  to  Pabs.  Moo&b,  1780. 

Laneaflter,  OctP  14th,  1780. 
Bear  Sir, 
This  wiH  be  handed  to  yon  by  Dr.  Frederiek  Kuhn  a  Oenttemta 

ttttich  esteemed  hete,  He  is  a  Brciher  to  Doct(n'  Adam  Kvka,  his 
long  distinguished  himself  as  a  Whig  and  is  perMDally  knowtttese 
from  his  ittfaDcj.  The  afiafr  of  his  Brother  baviag  reached  this 
place  has  throtm  hfm  into  mneh  ansietj,  and  He  goes  to  Pbili^ 
ddphia  on  that  buvtoiness.  The  purport  therefore  of  this  is  that  I 
would  wish  you  a«luaiQted  with  the  Doetors  Political  Charsoter  and 
should  he  have  any  bnssiness  to  transact  befove  Couneil  on  his 
Brothers  behalf,  yon  will  be  bo  good  as  to  oonsider  this  Gentlemaa 
a  Real  Friend  to  this  Country,  and  not  only  by  good  wishes  towards 
it  but  by  personally  serving  it  for  a  long  Time  in  the  medieal  de- 
partment untill  he  was  obliged  to  leave  it,  with  the  loga  of  his 
Health  and  danger  of  his  life.  The  exact  Case  of  his  Brodier  is  not 
jet  understood  liere,  but  we  hear  thai  in  his  return  from  the  West 
indies,  he  came  to  New  York  and  fiom  there  to  Philadelphia  ia 
consequence  of  which  He  is  banished  the  State.  There  remuas 
no  doubt  with  me  but  Council  will  do  exactly  that  which  is  right, 
upon  considering  the  whole  of  the  Doctors  circumstances,  and  would 
only  beg  to  suggest  that  tho^  the  Doctr.  in  his  potitioal  Character 
has  observed  a  Line  to  walk  in  so  as  not  to  take  side  wiUi  either 
Party  in  this  Contest,  which  truly  is  not  only  very  reprehensible 
bat  very  upjastifiable)  as  Ho  man  onght^  (let  hisataliea  of  lAh  be 
what  it  may)  avail  hicaself  of  the  issue  of  this  dispute,  {let  it  tin 
what  way  it  will)  wiio  did  not  partake  of  the  Toil  rbque  and  danger 
of  it.  Yet  the  ackoowledged  abilities  of  the  Doctor  in  his  pro- 
fession bis  great  use  to  the  rising  generation  ia  that  way  will  perhsps 

•  induce  Council,  ehould  his  exile  be  dotemioed  on  to  odatinue  it  only 
during  tbe  War,  ttiat  be  then  may  retar«  to  bis  native  Country.  •< 
I  am  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  obedS 
ft  very  hblo  Servt. 

JOHN  HUBLEY. 

P.  S.  His  Bxeellency  having  chiefly  finished  his  Bussiness  here 
will  set  out  to  morrow  for  York,  He  is  in  good  Health,  but  Mr. 
Bayard  is  not  very  well. 

Directed^ 

The  HonUe  William  Moore  Vice  President  of  Ponnsylvaaia 
Philadelphia. 

%)  favour  of  Doctr.  Fred.  Kuhn. 
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Majoe  Gra.  La  FiYWti  io  Gbh.  Waynk,  1780. 

Light  CSMiip  8«~  the  16th,  1780. 

t  beg  yotir  pardoq,  m^  dear  friend,  for  not  calling  on  joa  when 
Kettiniing  from  facad  qaartera.  Bot  I  wfts  detained  so  kte  Bj  m 
'Benhon  that  was  preached  Before  the  door  that  I  was  afterwards 
catohM  By  the  Rain  and  the  night — the  Enemy  have  embarked 
theyt  Grenadiers,  light  infantry,  some  dragoons,  and  two  Begimento 
— some  say  Clinton  is  going — they  fell  down  the  narrows  yesterday 
— ^^Artoold  is  despised  By  every  Body  But  the  general  officers  of  the 
iBritish  army  who  treat  bim  very  well — saoh  are,  my  dear  Sir,  the 
intelligences  I  htive  pick'd  up. 

I  wish  yon  would  come  and  dine  io  niorrow  with  me — Brins  along 
^our  ikmny  and  my  friend  Butler— you  will  be  a  fine  fellow  if  you 
accept 

Tour  friend, 

^  LAFAIUTTB. 

Directed^  ^ 

Lii  Fayette  JkL  a. 


Bam.  Qa^  Watkb  m  Tub.  Bmbd^  1780. 

Camp  at  Totowa  17th  Ootr.  1780. 
Bear  Sir, 

In  my  letter  of  the  26th  July,  I  informed  you  that  I  had  it  in 
Command  from  his  Excellency  Oenl.  Washington  to  ask  for  as 
much  red  Cloth  as  would  be  sufficient  to  face  the  uniforms  of  the 
Ilroops  belonging  to  this  state,  that  the  Clothing  which  had  arrived 
.was  all  blue  faced  With  whi^  &o^  &c., 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  be  necessitated  to  contradict  the  acct.  of 
the  arrival  of  the  Clothing.  I  have  it  againMn  Command  from  the 
General  to  acquaint  you  &  the  Honorable  Council,  that  the  Intelli- 
gence  he  has  just  reed,  is,  thfti  4hve^  the  wanton  neglect  of  our 
AgentS/ia  fiance,  n&  more  than  thirteen  hundred  Coats  have  been 
jet  setft  on,  altho^  by  Certain  Intelligence  theVe  were  nbt  1^  than 
10,  000  Suits  laying  ready  long  before  the  Sailing  of  the  first  Divi* 
aicip  fbt  America. 

.  It  is  said  thM  they  will  yet  be  aent  by  Gapt.  Paul  Jones  in  th^ 
Arialf  should  that  be  the  case  his  arrival  may  be  prevented  by 'the 
'intervention  of  a  superior  force,  and  the  chances  are  so  much  against 
bim  thftt  I  see  nothing  but  the  most  gloomy  prospects  with  respect 
to  this  Essential  article.  ^    . 

I  am  therefore  Induced  to  call  upon  the  Honorable  Council  to 
udopt  fiome  mode  to  procure  t  fre&b  supply  of  Blankets^  &  winter 
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Clotbing,  for  the  Officers  &  privates  belonging  to  tbe  Stoke  of 
Pennsa.  The  weather  begins  to  pinch — hard  neoeeai^  oUigei  nito 
be  eoonomists — our  Soldiers  uniforms  are  much  worn  a  out  of  repur, 
we  have  adopted  the  Idear  of  Gmrtailing  the  Ooats  to  repair  the 
Elbows  &  other  defective  parts  for  which  we  shall  Immediately 
want  needles  &  thread,  will  your  Ezcellenojr  be  so  Obliging  is  to 
[Direct  them  to  be  procured  &  sent  to  Gamp  with  the  other  Stores, 
with  all  possible  Dispatch,  &  appoint  Lieut.  Dungin  of  the  6th 
"Regt  or  Mr.  Little  State  Clothier  in  place  of  the  Gentleman  Utelj 
dismissed  the  Service  bj  the  sentance  of  a  Genl.  Gourt  Martial. 

I  wish  I  could  with  truth  Inform  jou  that  our  prospects  were  alteriag 
for  the  better,  but  that  not  being  the  case,  I  must  earnestly  leqaeat 
a  careful  perusal  of  mj  letter  of  the  I7th  UltimO|  '&  a  due  atten- 
tion to  such  parts  of  it  as  may  in  your  opinion  merit  it,  among 
others  that  of  sending  us  a  supply  of  hard  CmL  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  recruits  we  have  already  lolisted  on  this  ground,  k  n 
much  more  as  you  can  conveniently  afford.  I  believe  the  number 
is  somewhere  between  thirty  &  forty,  and  more  Inlisdng  every  dsy. 

I  have  just  reod.  the  Inclosed  from  the  Marquis  La&yette.  I 
would  advise  you  to  looM^to  your  own  bay  &  River,  but  nom  (S^ 
cumstances  am  rather  of  opinion  the  Cheumwhe  wiU  be  th^  point 
of  Operation — they  have  Gertainly  sailed,  &  it  is  also  said  that  the 
Cork  fleet  anived  the  day  before  yesterday. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
.  wUb  aingoiar  Bfltetta  jm  ExMUency's 

most  obt  ft  very  Hume.  Servt 

ANTT.  WATNE  B.  G. 

Gomms.  the  Pennsa.  Line. 

His  Excellency  Jos  Reed  Esqr. 

N.  B.  is  there  not  some  design  in  Incumbering  Pennsa.  irith  a 
Hegt.  of  artificers  &c,  Ac,  &  Reducing  your  Operating  army  to  Six 
Regiments  Connecticui  is  not  Intitled  to  it,  but  will  be  as  powerfnl 
.in  the  field  as  Pennsa.  why  should  fact  they  have  a  proportion  of 
artificers,  &c  k  you  Eight  Regiments  of  iQfantry  f — I  dont  like 
appearances. 


Col.  DAKii.  Beodhbad  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  Qpt'  17%  1780. 
Bear  Sir, 

In  full  confidence  that  a  sufficient  supply  of  ProvLuons  would 
sooner  or  later  be  furnished  for  the  Troops  in  this  District  as  well 
as  for  such  number  of  Militia  as  policy  or  the  exigencies  of  a&in 
might*render  it  necessary  to  call  into  action.  I  wuh  a  view  to  out 
off  the  Wyandotts  &  other  Indian  Towns  that  were  very  trouhlesome 
to  our  settlements^  called  for  a  Draught  from  tbe  Militia  at  thres 
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different  iimefl,  and  was  as  eflPen  disappointed  in  obtaining  PtotI- 
Bxons^  which  with  the  unsettled  state  of  the  boandary  between  Pen- 
'  Byfvania  &  Virginia  has  greatly  disoonraged  the  Inhabitants,  and  I 
apprehend  given  a  handle  to  the  Disaffected.  I  take  the  liberty  to 
enclose  copies  of  letters  lately  receired  from  Colonels  Beelor  ft  Me. 
Gleery  purporting  some  of  the  above  facts.* 

The  Troops  are  again  without  Provisions,  my  parties  in  the  Conn- 
try  are  as  Indnstrious  as  Cirenmstanoes  will  admit,  but  the  Inhab- 
itants disappoint  them  by  driving  their  Cattle  into  the  Mountains; 
and  they  now  threaten  to  rise  in  arms  against  them,  whilst  others 
threaten  them  with  Writs  k  Passes,  I  do  not  however  despair  of 
obtaining  a  quantity  of  Flour;  But  conceive  it  will  be  next  to  an 
impossibillity  to  procure  any  considerable  quantity  of  Beef  or  Pork, 
on  this  side  the  mountains,  to  lay  up  fbr  the  Winter  Season,  and  it 
is  but  too  likely  that  the  prosecution  of  Compulsory  means,  will  be 
productive  of  Bloodshed  amongst  our  own  Citizens. 

The  Delafirare  Chiefs  with  upwards  of  thirty  warriors  are  come  to 
aid  me  upon  an  Expedition,  but  as  I  have  neither  Bread  nor  Mei^t 
to  give  them,  they  will  soon  discover  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
act  offensively.  They  appear  much  dejapted  «on  account  of  the 
total  want  of  ^oods^  which  they  were  promised  in  exchange  for  their 
peltry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  perfect  Bespeet  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  Obed*  Servt., 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD. 

P.  8.  As  the  Inhabitants  are  clamorous,  it  is  probable  they 
will  make  some  unjust  Representations,  of  our  new  mode  of  getting 
supplies,  to  the  Honble  Executive  Council.  Wherefore  to  convince 
jou,  that  I  mean  to  be  as  tender  of  them  as  posnble,  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  inclose  a  eopy  of  the  Instmotionii  I  gave  for  taking 
CatUe^  &c. 


D.  B. 


Directed^ 

His  Excelly  Jos.  Beed,  Esqt. 


Dayib  S,  Franks  to  Council,  1780. 

^     Robinsons  House,  2(K^  Oct,  1780, 
Sir, 

'  Bis  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  with  great  Generosity 
granted  tne  a  Couri  of  Enquiry,  and  I  have  a  few  days  since  moved 
£iin  -lx>  suffer  the  Court  to  go  into  an  investigation  of  my  Conduct 
whilst  acting  as  Aid  de  Camp  to  Arnold  at  Philad%  adverting  par- 

*  See  pages  688,  584. 
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tiodtrly  to  that  Part  on  wluoh  a  Bc^ndaloiis  Report  of  Perjury  i 

to  be  foanded. 

I  need  not  nrge  to  yoa  Sir,  the  evil  Effects  sach  a  Report  may 
create  to  my  Character,  or  my  anxiety  to  remove  them,  aa  far  as  in 
.me  lays,  aitd  I  trust  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  forward  aoj  Paper 
or  Copies  of  them  now  in  the  Possession  of  the  Honhle  the  Council 
which  may  seem  to  criminate  me  in  the  nualleat  degree.  I  an 
fully  conscious  of  my  own  Innocepce  in  this  affair,  and  hope  the 
Honorable  the  Executive  Council  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  give  me 
every  opportunity  of  clearing  a  Character  which  is  my  only  sapport, 
by  forwarding  the  Papers  mentioned  to  His  Excellency  General 
Washington. 

I  am  Ss  with  Respect 

Tour  very  hnm.  Servant^ 

DAY*  S.  FRANKS.* 
Directed^ 

Honb>  T.  Matlaok,  Esquire,  Seca"  to  The  Hon*"  the  Executive 
Council  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Fbbs.  of  Congress  to  Pbss.  Bbbb^  1780. 

Philadelphia,  October  20, 1780. 
Circular. 
Sir, 

Your  Excrilency  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  a  Pkt)clamationf 
reoommending  Thursday  the  seventh  Day  of  Pecember  next  to  be 
observed  as  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving  &  Prayer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect 

yonr  Excellency's  obedient  hnmble  Seiranty 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 
Dirededf 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Wm.  Hamilton  to  Prbs.  Besd,  1780. 

Believe  me  Sir,  it  is  with  the  deepest  Regret  that  I  now  trouble 
yon  on  the  Subject  of  my  Imprisonment^  and  more  especially,  siooe 
my  addresses  to  Council.  But  the  pressing  necessity  of  the  maj- 
eure, and  the  almost  inconceivable  Dlfficoltiea  which  attend  my  8ito« 
ation,  will  I  trust  apologise  for  me,  on  this  occasion.  My  affaiia  not- 
withstanding every  Effort  in  my  power  continae  still  in  a  very  on- 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  496, 496. 
t  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  616. 
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settled  State  Here^  (anless  those  with  whom  I  have  BnriDess  wOl 
iittendy)  every  Transaction  mast  be  managed  by  a  third  person ; 
this  oooasions  a  ^nnety  of  messages  bai^ward  &  forward|  before 
any  one  piece  of  Bosinesa  can  be  finishedi  and  many  persons 
with  whom  1  haye  had  DeaHnga  either  neglect,  or  do  not  chose  to  at- 
tend me.  The  present  Illness  of  my  Brother^  prevents  that  assis- 
tance which  he  wonld  otherwise  wilKngly  afford  me,  and  although  he 
<best  kaowa  the  Gireumatancesof  my  tlstate,  I  Can  neither  reach  him, 
nor  he  me,  to  give  the  least  advice  to  a  person  whose  Ideas  may  be 
readily  supposed  in  a  very  deranged  State.  The  Age  and  Infirmities 
of  my  Mother  and  Grandmother  (particularly  the  latter,  who  cannot 
be  moved  at  all)  and  whose  Estates,  being  personal,  have  so  moch 
•offered  from  the  times,  as  to  make  them  almost  dependant  on  me ; 
4be8e  I  say,  call  for  all  my  filial  Doty  and  affection,  they  are  nearest 
my  Heart,  and  I  woold  wish  to  be  with  them  during  the  Remainder 
of  the  date  aUotted  for  my  Departore  and  make  sooh  provisions  for 
their  futore  decent  and  oomfortable  Sopport  as  woold  be  most 
agreeable  to  them,  and  easy  to  myself.  This  is  scarce  possible  to  be 
done  whilst  I  vemain  in  prison,  and  my  Grandmother  is  too  infirm  to 
-he  brought  hither. 

My  other  Bosiness,  for  the  most  part,  lies  on  my  Farm,  where  it  is 
easy  to  suppose  more  may  be  done  with  my  personal  presence  in  one 
Hoar  than  in  three  by  directions  from  hence. 

Thcsse  Sir,  are  but  Hints  of  the  varioos  Inconvemences,  I  lay  nn* 
der  in  the  Gondnet  of  my  affairs.  Others  will  doobtiess  suggest 
themselves  to  your  Honor,  on  a  momenta  Reflection,  they  urge  me  to 
this  address  they  persoade  me  to  suppose,  that  the  Indolgenee  of 
my  personal  Liberty  under  such  Restraint  (as  to  place)  as  may  be 
thought  requisite  nnder  proper  security  &  untill  the  ndling  of  the 
vessel  cannot  be  productive  of  any  publick  prejudice  and  on  the 
other  hand  will  be  exceedingly  useful.  The  favor  will  be  deeply 
felt,  and  it  may  be  fnlly  relied  on,  not  in  the  slightest  Instance 
abused. 

Shall  I  venture  to  hope  from  the  humanity  of  your  Disposition 
for  your  kind  Interposition  with  the  honourable  the  Gooncil  in  this 
matter. 

I  hare  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  most  perfect 

Respect  Your  Hon^**  most  obed.  Servt. 

W-  HAMILTON.* 
New  Gaol,  October  22',  1780.' 

♦  See  Col.  Reo,  VoL  XII,  pp.  495,  490,  502,  608,  520. 
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OoL.  Sam.  Baa  to  P&es.  Bssd^  1780. 

Mountbethel,  October  24, 1780. 
May  it  please  your  Ezoellenoy^ 

Since  my  last  of  the  17th  alt  ha?iog  reod.  Orders  from  CouMil 
to  send  one  class  of  Mililia>  having  previoasly  oaUed  upon  the  de- 
linquents of  the  several  Batudlieus,  there  was  drawn  forth  almost  con- 
trary to  ezpeotion  to  the  namber  of  101  Privates  ezclunve  of 
Officers,  they  are  under  Lieut.  Col.  Oieger  are  staUoned  along  the 
verge  of  the  Frontiers  from  Berks  County  to  the  Wind  €kp  and  the 
7  months  men,  from  th^ce  at  the  most  exposed  places  up  Dela- 
ware, and  we  have  reserved  4he  next  Class  in  Tour  to  relieve  those 
now  on  duty  when  their  time  expires  which  will  be  about  the  20th  of 
next  moiitb  which  I  hope  Council  may  approve  I  Beg  leave  te 
inform  Council  that  a  great  uneasiness  prevails  among  the  Volim- 
teers  and  Uilitia  ihat  they  not  hitherto  received  nny  part  of  tbeii 
Pay  &  that  some  of  them  suffer  for  want  of  shoes  and  olh^  aeoeessrja 
And  I  am  afraid  that  the  Fines  even  when  received  will  not  be 
in  proportion  to  their  demands.  I  hope  some  means  naay  be  devised 
to  relieve  them.  Yesterday  I  had  appointed  the  Sub.  Licuis.  tf> 
meet  in  order  to  setle  Aoot,  but  they  seem  unwilling  to  sede,  the 
price  of  wheat  at  £20  ^  Bushel  nor  oouM  we  certainly  know  whether 
or  not  the  Assembly  at  their  last  Sessions  had  limited  the  price  (ss re- 
ported) here  and  being  throng  with  some  other  unavoidable  Busioea 
we  adjourned  until  we  could  be  better  informed  which  hath  frustrated 
my  Intention  of  sending  their  Acots  at  this  time. 

Col.  Baliort  informs  me  that  he  had  Given  Council  a  relation  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  he  had  found  Burned  near  Ne8kq)eki  as  he  wu 
at  the  place  of  action  bis  Aects  must  be  as  near  the  truth  as  aoj  I 
^  could  procure,  tho  since  that  Time  Lieut.  Myers,  who  was  taken  bj 
*  the  enemy  in  thai  unhappy  action  hath  made  his  esoape  from  the 
savages  &  reports  that  ensign  Scoby  and  one  Private  was  taken  with 
him  and  that  the  party  consisted  of  30  Indians  and  one  white  savage 
that  they  had^  13  Scalps  along  witki  the^  that  several  of  them  were 
wounded  ft  suposes  some  killed. 

I  have  called  upon  Col.  Wetzel  the  former  Lieut  for  the  Fab- 
lick  Arms  be  informs  me  by  Letter  that  the  State  Armooror 
Mr.  Tyler  had  kept  the  Acct  thereof  Mr.  Tyler  met  me  yeeterdaj  & 
says  that  he  hath  made  monthly  returns  to  Council,  of  his  proceed- 
ing which  I  shall  be  glad  to  find  to  be  fact. 

I  am  your  Excellencys  most  obedient  & 
Very  Humble  Servt. 
To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Bead,  Esq'.  Presd. 

SAML.  BEA,  Lieui 
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Bjug.  Gbn.  Wayne  to^Pi^eb.  Bbsb,  1780. 

Camp,  at  Totowa,  25**  Ootb',  '80. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  did  mjself  the  honor  to  address  you  the  17**  Instanty  &  took  the 
liberty  to  ask  for  a  quantity  of  thread  and  needles,  to  be  forwarded 
by  M'  Little }  but  as  he  came  away  without  them,  I  must  beg  leave 
to  reiterate  my  request,  &  desire  that  they  may  be  sent  on  with  all 
possible  dispatch,  as  evexy  day  adds  to  our  distress,  &  renders  an 
Immediate  supply  of  these  articles  Indispensably  necessary. 

I  belieye  no  Army  before  this  was  ever  put  to  such  shifts,  in 
order  to  have  even  the  appearance  of  uniformity — when  the  Charge 
of  the  Penns*  Division  devolved  on  me,  after  the  removal  of  Genl. 
St.  Clair  to  the  command  of  the  left  wing,  I  thought  of  an  expedient 
of  reducing  the  heterogenins  of  new,  old,  cock'd  &  floped  hats  & 
pieces  of  hats,  to  Infantry  Caps,  in  which  we  succeeded  very  well — 
by  making  three  decent  caps  ouj^  of  one  tolerable  &  two  very  ordinary 
hats,  to  which  we  added,  as  an  embellishment,  a  white  plume  &  a 
Comb  of  flowing  red  hair. 

We  now  shall  try  the  experiment  of  making  three  short  Coats  out 
of  tLree  old  tattered  long  ones.  I  must  a<^nowledge  they  would 
answer  much  better  for  the  Spring  than  fall ;  but  without  something 
done  In  this  way,  we  shall  be  naked  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
weeks ; — nor  will  even  this  expedient  answer  longer  than  Christmas. 

For  God  sake,  use  every  possible  means  to  procure  Cloathing  for 
both  officers  &  men  by  that  time,  at  furthest. 

I  must  again  request  you  to  forward  a  Quantity  of  Hard  Cash  for  the 
purpose  of  Recruitiog ;  if  we  had  it  at  this  period,  we  could  lulist 
a  Considerable  number  of  the  new  Levies,  who  are  much  preferable 
to  any  which  Col.  Nicola  sends  us ;  nor  sho'  we  be  Imposed  on  by 
Deserters. — I  have  already  mentioned  my  Ideas  very  fully  on  this 
subject,  the  17**  Ultimo. 

Capt.  Finney,  the  bearer  of  this,  waits  on  your  Excellency  in 
behalf  of  the  Captains  and  Sub^  of  the  line — I  am  Confident  that 
every  reasonable  requisition  will  be  attended  to — and  I  believe  the 
Gentlemen  will  make  no  other. 

I  could  not  deny  the  Indulgence  of  permitting  one  of  their  body 
to  attend  the  Honbl.  Council — ^it  is  not  a  time  to  tamper  with  their 
feelings; — ^you'l  have  the' goodness  to  pardon  this  freedom,  and  be- 
lieve me,  with  maoh  ISsteem, 

Tour  Excellency's  most  Ob* 
Ham.  Serv*, 

ANT'T  WAYNE. 
Directed, — ^On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  pres*  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Capt.  Finney. 

*  See  p. 687. 
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John  Vandbbbn,  Jubt.,  to  Col.  Jaoob  Moboah,  1780. 

Philad%  Oct.  26^  1780. 

Sir, 

Yours  of  yesterday  was  handed  to  me,  wherein  yon  say  "  yoa  are 
Ordered  by  the  Sapreme  Exeoutive  CouDcil  of  this  State,  to  demaDd 
an  immediate  Accoaot  of  the  Floar  delivered  for  the  Use  of  the 
Army,  and  if  the  whole  Amount  of  the  money  advanced  is  not 
delivered,  to  furnbh  Council  with  the  reasons  why  it  is  not,  agree- 
able to  the  proposals  made  by  me ;"  In  answer  to  which  I  most 
Inform  you,  that  to  the  Amount  of  every  farthing  of  the  money  I 
have  received  of  the  Commodore  will  be  delivered  this  week  at  this 
place  and  Easton,  tho'  not  agreeable  to  the  Proposals  made  by  me 
and  accepted  by  Council.  The  proposals  you  allude  to  yoa  knov 
Council  engaged,  or  at  least  the  Commodore  under  their  sanction,  to 
advance  Four  hundred  and  ninety  Bve  thousand  pounds,  in  the  Course 
of  fourteen  days,  being  the  fourth  patt ;  (which  I  was  to  have  been 
kept  in  advance)  you  likewise  must  remember  I  did  not  Obligate 
myself  to  deliver  a  single  Barrel  till  such  advance  was  completed, 
which  has  never  yet  been  done.  The  Honorable  the  Vice  President 
&  the  Chief  Justice  may  Remember  they  wrote  a  Letter  to  the  Grov- 
ernor  of  the  DelawareState,  to  permit  five  thousand  bushels  of  wheat 
to  pass  through  his  Government,  for  the  Use  of  the  Army,  which  in 
part  has  been  happily'  Effected.  The  whole  quantity  was  detained 
for  two  weeks  for  want  of  the  whole  8um  of  money,  which  amounted 
to  £168,750,  at  which  time  I  had  not  half  that  Sum  in  my  hands, 
but  every  moment  expected  to  receive  it  from  the  Commodore, 
agreeable  to  the  Contract ;  but  in  that  I  was  disappointed.  I  have 
r^livered  Flour  at  Easton  and  Philadelphia,  to  the  Amount  of  £120^ 
000,  as  ^  Account.  The  ballanoe,  £67,  000,  I  expect  to  deliver 
every  moment  trom  the  Brandywine  Mills,  were  part  of  the  5000 
Bushels  are  grinding,  which  would  have  been  Delivered  ere  this,  but 
a  long  and  severe  fit  of  Illness  has  put  the  matter  a  few  days  baok. 

I  need  not  point  out  to  you  the  Treatment  I  have  received,  and 
what  I  have  suffered  with  regard  to  the  Contract  in  Question,  as  thej 
must  appear  Obvious  to  you. 

I  am,  Sir, 

yonr  hble.  serrt., 

JOHN  VANDEREN,  Jan. 
Directed^ 

OoL  Jacob  VotgUif  Prst 
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Obn'l  Wayhb  fo  Col,  Beodhkad,  1780. 

Camp  at  Totowa,  2»*  Not',  1780. 
Dear  Colonel, 

I  have  it  in  command  from  His  Ezo^^  General  Washington  to 
transmit  to  you  the  inolosed  oopj  of  the  new  arrangement  of  the  army, 
by  which  yon'I  find  that  the  quota  of  Infantry  for  the  State  of  Penn- 
pylyania  are  reduced  to  six  Resiments,  oonseqaently  we  shall  have 
8  number  of  supernumerary  field  Officers  and  Captains  many  of 
whom  may  chuse  to  retire  from  the  field  and  accept  of  the  Hon'ble 
provision  made  for  them  by  sundry  acts  of  Congress,  particularly 
those  of  the  S**  and  twenty  first  Ult%  which  is  giving  Several  brave  and 
worthy  Officen  (whose  local  circumstances  would  not  admit  of  their 
continuing  much  longer  in  the  service)  an  opportunity  of  returning 
to  the  rank  of  citizens  with  a  senteel  annuity  for  life  and  an  ezemp* 
tion  ^rom  petty  Offices  and  Militia  duty  yet  eligible  to  any  post 
of  honor  or  profit  in  the  civil  Line  that  their  Country  may  think 
proper  to  bestow  without  interfering  with  their  half  pay,  or  other 
emoluments. 

But  as  this  arrangement  and  incorporation  of  Regiments  will  take 
on  the  firist  of  January  next,  it  will  be  indispensibly  necessary  that 
a  retnm  of  those  Officers  who  wish  to  continue  in  service  belonging 
to  the  eighth  Regiment  with  the  dates  of  their  Commissions,  together 
with  the  non-commissioned  Officers  and  privates  inlisted  for  the 
War  should  be  transmitted  to  this  Army  previous  to  that  period  as 
we  can  not  go  on  with  the  arrangement  without  it.  You  will  there- 
fore please  to  forward  the  Return  with  all  possible  dispatch  by  Lieu- 
tenant McFarlin  who  is  sent  express  on  the  occasion. 

I  mentioned  field  Officers  and  Captains  only  because  we  shall  be 
in  want  of  Subalterns  therefore  none  of  that  Class  can  be  permitted 
to  retire  with  those  emoluments  nor  can  any  other  Officer  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  (unless  he  be  a  supernumerary)  so  that  this 
10  the  Crisis  to  determine. 

Will  you  be  so  obliging  as  to  present  my  best  and  kindest  wishes 
to  the  Qentlemei^  under  your  Command  and  believe  me  with  sincere 
esteem, 

Tour  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

ANrY  WAYNE, 
GomnMrnd*  the  Ptnn.  Line  at  Damp* 

F.  8.  It  will  be  necessary  for  every  Officer  who  continues  in  the 
service  as  well  as  those  who  chuse  to  retira  to  sign  their  names  to 
the  return  to  the  end  that  they  may  be  properly  registered. 

I  had  forgot  to  mention  that  by  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
tbird  Ultimo,  those  Officers  who  retire  are  intitled  to  the  same  lands 


• 
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and  emoluments  at  the  termination  of  the  War — as  those  who  will  oon- 
tinae  ezelusiYe  of  their  half  pay  for  Ufa  in  specie  or  an  equivalent 

ANTHONY  WAYNE. 
Indamedf — From  General  Wayne  to  Colonel  Brodhead. 


Col.  Bbodhead  to  Prbs.  Rseb,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  Nov'  2-*,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  stni  disappointed  of  making  an  Expedition  against  the  H(m- 
iile  Indians.  Provissions  are  collected  bat  slowly,  and  they  scuody 
answer  our  Daily  consumption. 

Mr.  Perry  was  with  me  to  Day,  and  promised  a  small  supply  of 
Flour,  but  he  conceiyes  that  meat  cannot  be  had  on  this  ade  of  the 
mountains,  to  answer  half  the  Demand. 

In  my  last  I  informed  you  that  near  forty  of  the  friendly  Delawara 
Indians  had  Come  to  aid  me  against  the  Hostile  Tribes.  Their 
number  has  since  exceeded  forty,  and  I  believe  I  could  have  called 
out  near  an  hundred.  But  as  upwards  of  forty  men  from  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  Hannah's  Town,  have  attempted  to  destroy  them  whilst 
they  consider  themselves  under  our  Protection,  it  may  not  he  an 
easy  matter  to  call  them  out  again,  notwithstanding  they  were  prep 
vented  from  executing  their  unmanly  intention,  by  a  guard  of  r^ultf 
Soldiers  posted  for  the  Indians  protection. 

I  was  not  a  little  surprized  to  find  the  late  Captains  Irwin  k  Jack, 
Lieut*  Brownlee  &  Ensign  Guthrey  conoern'd  in  this  base  attempt 
I  suppose  the  women  &  children  were  to  suffer  an  equal  Canuge 
with  the  men. 

I  am  this  moment  informed  that  Mr.  Thomas  Smallmau  has  made 
a  secret  &  clandestine  purchase  of  an  Island  in  the  Ohio  River,  tvo 
miles  below  this  Fort,  Commonly  called  McEee's  Island.  I  hear  hi« 
Deed  is  signed  by  two  of  the  Delaware  Chiefs.  1  know  such  purchases 
are  against  an  ancient  law  of  our  State.  But  as  I  am  almost  a 
Stranger  to  the  present  code  of  Laws,  am  at  a  loss  to  determine  the 
criminality  of  the  purchaser,  or  in  what  manner  he  is  to  be  punished 
for  the  Crime,  and  as  it  doubtless  is  within  our  Charter,  shall  be 
thankfull  for  your  directions  reppecting  it 

It  is  a  long  time  since  I  had  the  Honor  of  a  line  frou  you.  Per- 
haps my  frequent  scrawls  are  rather  troublesome,  and  if  they  are,  a 
hint  will  be  sufficient.  ^    • 

I  should  be  happy  to  wait  upon  you  at  Philad*  and  to  proceed  to 
Head  Quarters  to  settle  a  plan  for  the  operations  of  the  next  Cao- 
paign  as  far  as  relates  to  my  Commandy  Bat  I  am  grown  so  poor 
that  I  canuot  at  the  present  extravagant  Bates,  bear  the  ExpeMOi 
of  so  lonff  a  Journey. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  perfect  respect  &  esteem 
your  Excellenciea  most  Obd*  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Directed,— T  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 
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BBsiaiTATiOK  or  JxTsncBB,  1780. 

To  his  E)U)elkiiogr  the  Piendent  k  the  Honoarable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Coupcil  of  the  State  of  PennsjlvaDia. 

Wbereas  bj  the  thirtieth  Section  of  the  Plan  or  Frame  of  (Joyern- 
ment  for  the  StKte  of  Pennsjlvania,  no'  Justice  of  the  Peace  shall 
sit  in  the  General  Assembly  unless  he  first  resign  bis  Commission, 
— and  whereas  We  the  Subscribers  Justices  of  the  Peace,  have  been 
elected  representatives  in  assembly,  We  do  therefore  by  these  presents 
resign  cna  offioe  ef  Justices  of  the  Peace  as  Witness  our  hands  this 
thiid  day  of  novembcr  1780. 

EVAN  EVANS, 
DAVID  McKINNEY.* 


Resignation  of  Stephen  Duncan,  J.  P.  1780. 

Philada.  8  Nov.  1780. 
air,  •    .  •  '     • 

•  Httivg  Wen  bonoased  by  my  Fellow  Gitiiens  with  being  elected 
Qneof  their  Kepreeeotatives  in  Assembly,  it  beo^unee  adaty  in  me  in 
order  to- qualify  isyeelf  to  Serve  tbem  in  thai  Oapaeity,  to  resign 
my  oS^e  of  Troasarer  of  the  Gowity  of  ChAnberland^  wUoh  I  now 
beg  leai^e  to  de, 

and  have  the  honor  to  be, 

jour  Excellency's  k  the  Coanctis  Hnmble  Servt. 

STEPHEN  DUNCAN.f 
Directed, 
His  Ezcellenoy.  JoffS]^  Keed  Esq,  President  ^,of  Pemua* 
Present. 


C.  J.  McEean  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

Inclosed  you  have  the  transcript  of  the  Record  of  the  conviction 
and  attainder  of  a  certain  Ralph  Morden,  of  Northampton  County,  for 
treason.  We  finished  the  courts  of  Oy^r  &  terminer,  &  Nisi  Pfius 
at  Easton,  last  night ;  there  were  several  indictments  tried,  but  no 
other  conviction  for  a  capital  offence. 

It  was  thought  expedient  by  the  Judges  to  send  the  record, 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  626. 
t  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  526. 
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I 

respecimg  Morden,  to  CouDcil  as  soon  m  practicable.    We  hiTe 
jast  halt^  here  to  dine  on  our  waj  to  Beadiog. 
I  am^  dear  Sir, 

with  the  most  perfect  esteeiD| 

Yoar  most  obedient  servant^ 

THO.  M'KBAN.* 
Bethlehem,  Novem'  3«,  1780. 

His  Ezcelleney  Joseph  Reed/  EsquirO;  &e.,  At  Philadelphia. 
Favored^by  Cap"  Craig. 


Gen.  Washington  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Head  Quarters,  Prekaness,  4<^  NoTem',  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  information  from  New  York,  that  a  penon  who 
k  oalled  Andrew  George  Fostner,  and  who  la  Brother  ia  law  to 
Kankin,  formerly  of  York  County,  oomea  frequently  <iat  as  a  Spy 
l>y  way  of  Stark  Biter,  thro'  Jereey,  and  from  tb«Qce  to  Laacaster. 
He  left  New  York  the  27^  ult%  and  ie  probably  «t  this  time  apoa 
that  Business.  Your  Ezcellenoy  may  perhaps,  from  Um  foregoiog 
Clue,  have  him  interoepted  upon  some  of  hie  Yiaits. 

There  is  also  another  person  who  goes  by  the  feigned  name  of  John 
Staria,  or  the  Irish  Dutchman,  because  he  spealu  both  languages, 
who  goe^  oonstai2t]y  between  New  York  and  Lancaster,  accompanied 
by  a  lusty  old  man  called  John  Smith,  who  serves  as  a  guide  to  him. 
They  lately  carried  12  or  14  Recruits  From  Lancaster. 

I  shall  be  happy  should  the  above  description  be  suffici^it  to  leid 
to  the  discovery  of  another  of  the  many  Engines  of  this  sort,  which 
tho  enemy  have  at  work  against  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  Regard,  Dear  Sir, 
y  most  ob*  Serv*, 

G-  WASHINGTOxV. 
His  Ezcenency  Governor  Keed. 

*  See  CoL  Eec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  635. 
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Ma702  Wm.  AKMSraOVQ    TO  Bfttt.  filJB),  1T80. 

To  His  Ezoellenoj  Jo6^  Reed;  Esq'/ ft  Hon^>  the  Supreme  Exeontire 
Ooanoil.     -  .    . 

W*  ArmstroDg  {«^eeeftts  his  eompltmeikts,  reqnes&ig  the  farther 

der  to  defray  oari  of  tl 


i  of  Fifteen  tboiw'  Poands,  ja  order  to  defray  pwtjof  the  expenoei 
of  the  Fortifioalions  ob  Mad  Islaad,  &  Oblige 

year  most  Obed«  ft  v^y  Hfal.  Ser*, 

W  A  * 

Nov' 6«»,  1780. 

DtreeUdy 

His  Exeellency  Jos^  Seed^  Esq'. 


Major  Hbkrt  Lbe,  Junb.  to  Pbbs.  Bbbb,  1780. 

I  have  the  honor  to  address  your  Exeellency  ft  ooanoil  fc^Stoppiyi 
-of  dothing  for  the  ondeprwritte*  genikmen  officers  is  my  Le^n. 
Confident  that  their  distress  ft  their  destination  sonth,  will  have  dof 
weighty  ft  will  give  suooess  to  this  applioationy  I  have  only  to  beg  the 
utmost  dispatch,  as  the  troops  mgve  to  morrow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  Ihe  Qiost,  perfect  respeoli ' 

your  Exoelly's  obd.  servt, 

HENRY  LBEJanr. 


7**Novr./80. 


JHrectedy 

Hifr.Bxodlency  Governor  Reed. 
Capt  Armstrong. 


Lieut.  Com.  Dpi. 

Capt.  James  Armstrong, 
Doctor  Matthew  Irvin, 
Capt.  Henry  Archer, 
Ensign  Oeorge  Taylor, 
*Adj«tant  John  Gadon, 
Ensign  Manning. 


«  See  CoL  Bee.,  YoL  ZII.,  p.  628— gratiM* 
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Col.  SAimn  UuM  to  Pt»«  &b<d,  1780. 


PhiUd*,  Novemb'  7%  1780. 
TTpcm  an  Bstimate  of  tbe  f[>nge  wantiDgfor  ttiU  po0t^  I  foood  the 
'Qnantity  ef  Hay  deposited  here  by  the  State  piirehaBers,  woM 
fall  vastly  short  of  tbe  Goasmaptioii ;  in  eooMjuenee  of  wiueh  I 
made  applioationfor  a  raioi  of  motiey»  ftr  tin  purpose  of  parohasiog 
Hay^  and  have  obtained  a  warrant  for  the  same,  bat  am  informed, 
that  by  a  Law  of  the  State,  Quarter  Masters  cannot  purehase  without 
permission  first  had  of  tbe  Honorable  the  EzeciitiTe  Council.    I 
shall,  therefore,  be  obliged  to  your  Excellency,  if  you  will  lay  the 
matter  before  Council,  &  grant  me  such  pefroission. 
I  am  your  Excellencies  most  Obed., 
&  most  fiumble  serT*| 

SAMUEL  MILESi ».  Q:  M- 
for  Penny*.* 

His  ExceRency  Joseph  Re^dT^ .  fisqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvad^ia. 


BOAR0  Of  War  to  Pkk.  Bebp,  1780. 

War  Office,  No?' 7, 1780. 

Sifv 

The  Board  have  the  Honour  to  lay  before  Council  a  Copy  of  a 
Letter  reoeiyed  from  Col.  Z.  Butler,  commanding  at  Wioming.  We 
shall  be  happv  to  be  informed  of  any  thing  within  the  Knowledge  of 
the  Honble  Cfouncil  on  thii^  Subject 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be  ^ 

'  wUb  very  sincere  Esteem  ft  Bespect^ 
'    your  obed  Serv% 

RICHARD  PETERd, 

By  Order. 

Directed f 
On  public  Service.  '  '  :  / 

His  Excellency  President  Reed. 
(War  Office.) 

•  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  548. 
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Col.  ZiBtTLOH  BuTLBB  to  BOARB  07  WlB,  1780. 

Wjoming^  Ootober  26, 1780. 

Sir,  .  ^ 

Bj  ttkis  'you  will  be  informed  that  no^Ung  material  lias  bappenecl 
We  siDce  mj  last  redpecting  Enemy ;  my  scoating  parties  make 
no  discovety  of  them  nor  their  signs.  Our  Sitoation  respeotiog 
provision  is  bad  enough  at  present;  have  had  a  party  down  the 
ttiver  about  three  weeks  after  Flour.  A  letter  from  Oor  Hunter  is 
their  return,  Irhich  is  as  follows  :— 

8ir,-<--I  Mi«  iosiniotioBf  from  His  EzoeUffMjr  GhnnraDr  Hoad^ 
#rdering  aie-to  jitop,  ^r  tiit  we  of  the  post  al  Sattbury,  aH  aappliai 
drawn  from  the  Oom^*  of  the  Counties  of  Lanoaiter,  Yorie  A  Onm* 
berland  for  the  Gkmson  at  Wyoming,  »nd  in  eonsequenoe  of  said 
Order  I  have  stop'  two  B^ata  loaded  with  Flour,  and  in  the  mean- 
time sent  an  express  to  Mr.  Steward  acquainting  what  I  had  done, 
that  he  might  write  me  in  what  manner  he  procured  this  Flour,  and 
for.  the  men  to  stay  heee  italil  I  lee*  an  Answer  from  Mr.  Steward. 
I  am  sir, 

your  most  Hum.  Senr*, 

8AML.  HUSXBE,  UV.O. 

Sunbury,  Oct  23*,  1780. 
Col*  Zeb*  Buder. 

The  above  Flour  was  likely  procured  by  way  of  some  o/*the  Com- 
miasaritfl,  butoa^ed.  t»  a  Mill  &  packed,  &  Brought  fifty  milea 
by  soldiers  I  sent  for  that  purpose ;  and  the  Gkrrison  has  not  bad 
either  Floor  or  9ktA  for  above  Twenty  daTS,  only  poinded,  Corn 
and  ^o  meat  more  than  two  day?  in  six,  and  that  borrowed  of  the 
Inhabitant  But  with  respeot  to  Bread,  I  expect  wo  shall  have  a 
Mill  {^iog  in  eix  days.  A  purobasing  Commissary  if^ay  purchase 
near  enough  Wheat  at  thia  plaoe  to  supply  the  Qairisbu;  Capt 
Schott  will  be  able  to  inform  further. 
I  am.  sir, 

your  mo.  Obtt  Set*, 

ZEBU- BUTLER,  Col*  Com*. 
I>ireete<if 

Preaid*  of  the  Board  of  War. 
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I   .  C.  WiKTjs  i!0  PaiBS*,  |l«u),  1780. 

LiDoaater,  NoTem'  8%  1780. 
Sir, 

I  ha.ve  received  ft  Letter  from  Capt.  Habley,  and  abo  odo  fiom 
JohA  Weitze1I«  A.  C.  of  Issues  at  Saobary,  reqaestiog  me  in  the 
most  pressing  Terms  to  forward  them  a  supply  of  Beef,  otherwise 
the  men  will  be  obliged  to  leave  their  Stations ;  as  I  have  no  orders 
for  the  supply  of  that  Post  I  beg  you  will,  be  pleased  to  infona 
me  by  the  very  first  Opportunity  bow  I  am  to  act  respecting  the 
same.  In  order  that  there  may  not  be  too  great  a  Delay  I  have 
iMit  int  to  purehase  Oattle  in  the  upper  part  of  ftke  Cwmtj,  ao  that 
Ihey  -vay  be  handy  to  the  Pkontiam  aad  ipoadily  fenracdod  U 
OaancB  liunk  it  adviaaable. 

I  have  the  Honor 

to  be  Sir,  y»  most  Ob« 
&  very  Hum.  Serr*, 

\      OHRISTIAlN  WIBX8, 0.  P.  L.  C. 

Directed, 

(PuWio.) 

Hi»  fizMlkaey  Joaeph  Bead,  Esq^  Presid*  of  the  State  of  Peflii% 
Philadelphia. 

John  Wbitzbl  to  Major  C.  Wirtz,  1780. 

Sonbury,  Novir.  Sd,  1789. 
Sin 

The' Militia  are  arrived  here  ft  no  Cattle  at  this  post,  nor  la  thera 
any  Likely  hood  of  getting  any,  unless  we  get  them  from  yon.  Z 
Would  therefore  beg  that  you  would  do  all  in  your  power  to  Ayrward 
some  as  soon  as  possible ;  if  yon  have  any  Liquor  ^ease  to  forward 
aome^  atf  we  have  not  had  one  drop  here  these  Six  Months. 
I  am  yonr 

most  Obed*  ser*, 

.    JN.  WEITZEL,  A.  C.  of  P. 
Directed, 

Publick. 

Maj'  Christ*  Werta,  Com'  of  PureV,  Lancaster. 
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OoL.  EPHitAiM  Blaihs  TO  Pri8.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Phihd-,  Odi  Norember,  1780. 

I  have  one  tbooiand  Head  of  Ctttle  to  Slanghler  for  BamlliDg, 
and  want  a  safficietit  qnantiiy^of  Salt  inmediateiy  fo?  that  pnrpoee  j 
m  addition  to  the  above,  three  thonaand  Bnahels  will  be  absolutely 
m&owBSTY  to  Sapplj  the^PoBts  in  thia  State  and  Jeraej  without  a 
moment'^  delay. 

¥our  Ezoellenoy  will  please  to  remember  that  Connoil  was 
informed  of  the  reduood  State,  of  our  Magaaines  some  time  ago,  & 
thaneoearity  there  was  of  laying  in  a  Supply  of  Salt  I  now  take 
the  liberty  of  informing  you  that  I  have  no  other  remedy  but  bjEi 
applying  to  you  &  Council  for  an  immediate  Supply  of  that  neces- 
aary  Allele.  The  Season  being  so  hr  advanced  will  admit  of  no 
delay  aa  the  Cattle  are  daily  loosing  Beef. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  the  Pennsylvania  lane  with  some  others 
of  the  Army  will  be  Cantooned  upon  the  Communication  between 
Corryel's  Ferrv  &  North  Biver  the  ensuing  Winter. — In  Order  to 

Prevent  such  distresses  as  they  experienced  going  into  Quarters  last 
["ear  for  want  of  necessary  Subsistence,  a  Masasine  of  Flour  and 
some  Bdef  ouffht  to  be  laid  in  at  Trenton  &  Baston  before  the 
aenrerity  of  the  Winter:  have  therefore  to  request  your  B^toellency 
Jk  Coun<A  to  adopt  such  Ueasures  as  will  throw  in  a  supply  of  tho 
Provisions  required  from  this  State  to  answer  the  above  purpoee, 
without  whioh  it  will  be  impossible  to  secure  a  regular  Supply  for 
them. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

very  lespeetMly  your  Exoellency's 
meat  Obt  &  very  Hble.  Servt., 

EPH.  BLAINE,  C.  O.  P. 
Directed, 
His  Bzoellency  Joseph  Bead,  Esquire,  Present 


Bbsolutiohs  of  Oongrbbs,  1780. 

In  Congress,  Nov  10th,  1780. 
.  The  board  of  Admiralty  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  Ist,. 
from  the  Minister  of  France,  setting  forth  the  several  inoonvenien- 
oies  resulting  from  the  abuse  the  British  make  of  papers  or  olear- 
ancea  they  t^ke  in  American  prizes,  delivered  in  a  report,  whereupon 
Besolved/That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  Oovemors 
or  Presidents  of  the  several  States  who  grant  Commissions  for 
private  Vesseh  of  War,  that  on  the  back  of  the  Commission  there 
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be  inserted  a  minnte  description  of  the  persons  of  the  Captain  sad 
his  Lieotenant,,  with  thmr  age,  atatnre/oomi^epoii,  &e ,  jreapeetifdj 
certified  by  the  Ooyemor  or  president'  under  his  seal  of  Office. 

That  w^eiia  0oiii6iitaion#^  ^minonly  called  letters  of  Marque  and 
^reprisals,  are  granted  to  armed  Vessels  going  on  mercantile  ToysM 
tlie  Master  -and  hi^  Ohief  Mirte  be  teqilured  to  Undersigii  th^ 
dearanees  in  the  presence  of  the  Natal  Officer  of  the  porl,  who  is 
*  also  to  insert  on  the  back  of  the  clearance  a  minute  deeQff^)liiiNi  of 
the  persons  of  the  Master  and  his  Mate,  with  their  age^  statorsi 
complexion,  &c.,  respectiyelji  and  to  certify  the  same  ander  his 
tigaatnre  &  seal  of  Office. 

Extract  firom  the  miantes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec^* 


M.  OsTER  (French  Vice  Consul)  to  Pres.  Reed,  I780, 

Philadelphie  le  10  9*'*  1780, 
Monsieur  I. 

J'ai  rhonne^r  de  yous  informer,  que  les  Batimens  du  Boi  L'ln- 
t^ressfmt,  et  la  Marie  Fran^aise,  sont  au  moment  de  partir  pour  se 
xendre  k  Tarmte,  ayec  chacun,  un  chargement  de  provisioBe  men- 
tioBn6es  aux  deux  Etats  ci-joints  oertifi^  de  moi;  et  que  pour  poa- 
voir  mettreklavoiUe,  ib  out  besoind'uue  permission  de  Thonorable 
Qonseil  supreme,  que  je  prends  la  liberty  de  soUiciter  aupr^  de 
Votre  Excellenoe. 
Je  suis  aveo  un  tr^  parfait  respect, 
Monsieur, 

Yotre  tr^  humble  et.trte 
ob^issant  serviteur 

OSTBB. 

A  Son  Excellence  Monsieur  le  Prudent  Reed. 


Col.  Timothy  Pickbrino,  Q.  M.  G.,  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Camp  Totowa,  Nov'  12, 1780. 
Sir,- 

Col*  Moylan's  regiment  of  li^bt  dragoons  being  under  marehuig 
orders  for  Winter  Quarten^i  ana  the  upper  part  of  Lancaster  oonoty 
being  judged  the  most  elijgible  for  the  purpose,  I  have  written  to 
Col  Philip  Marstelleri  Assistant  Quarter  Master  for  that  coantj,  to 
use  his  endeavours  to  procure  both  forage  and  quarters  for  them. 
This  I  am  aware  must  be  a  work  of  difficulty,  as  no  magazines  are 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  543. 
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fonued  and  we  are  deaiHate  of  money.  The  famen  I  fear  will  not 
ooDBent  to  fvmish  either  <|aartera  ox  forage  from  an  apprehension 
that  the  day  of  payment'will  be  very  distant.  Yet  the  norsea  mnat 
be  supported.  I  mentioned  the  obvious  eonseqaenoe — that  the 
regiment  moat  (as  they  have  done  in  Jersey  daring  the  present 
oampaigni)  provicla^iqr  thema^es.*  Nevertheless  I  have  urged  hia 
trying  all  other  means  peaceably  to  obtain  what  is  indispensably 
jM!oessary.  £i  eopy  ot  my  lettoic  1  do  myself  the  bonqor  to  inolose. 
.Apd  I  request  yoin  Sj^oeUenay's  tnterf^itiou  to  cause  every  necea- 
saiy  asaistaaoe  to  be  givei^  to  Col»  Marstellei?  &  to  all  othiur  quarter 
^masteiB  in  the  State  lUike  cirouatstanced. 

.  CqI"  Moylan  baa  at  present  aboist  a  hundred  fmd  seventy  dracoon 
horsea.  Many  of  these  are  quite  unfit  for  serviee,.  and  will  hp 
.turned  over  to  the  quarter  masters  for  waggon  and  riding  horsea 
when  JE^on^ted.  Sho«14  his  regiment  faaconipleted  he  will  want  a 
great  number  of  horsea  to  mo^nt  bis  recruits — probably  two  hun- 
dred* These  I  have  net  Ui^  anmllest  prowpeot  of  being  .able  to  pur* 
chase*  And  aa  the  regiment  is  assigned  to  the  state^  of  Pennsyl- 
vania aa  a  part  of  its  quota,  I  am  naturally  led  to  yot^r  Excellency 
as  its  patron.  You  are  so  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  condition 
of  the  public  finances  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  obaerve,  that  if  the 
regimevt  Jie  not  fatnished  with  hotses  by  ^eans  provided  by  the 
state,  it  DfUf t)  at  the  opening  pf  the  next  campaign,  take  the  field 
on  toot, 

I  have  the  honour 

to  be  with' great  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obed*  servant^ 
,     TIM.  PICKERUfG,  Q.  M.  G.* 
Directed^ 

(Public  service.) 

His  EzceUenoy  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Bute  of 
^PeaiMyltaniftdi  - 

*    'II«a«^Nov.  IT,  17S0;  ^  Nov.  20  Refmed  to  Mr.  J.  Stiiitli  *  Mt. 
'WynMoep.  ■'  •    .  •     -   !    ; 

*  Bee  Gol.  Beo.,  Vol.  XXL,  p^  6M. 
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Tw$.  OT  CoKGBBss  to  I^ES.  Bbbb,  1T80. 

Circolar. 

Phnftdelpbift,  November  18.  ITM. 
eir, 

Ooiigress  Itariiig  reeeired  Infermatioii  from  ifae  Honot&Ue  Hie 
Hhibter  of  Fnmoe  of  iDcotvenienoies  &  Injnifea  reoeirod  fcj  on 
AlHoSi  reealfetiig  from  the  afouso  the  Briti^  make  of  Pap»  k 
Olearanoes  thej  take  in  Amerioan  Pif seSi  by  peraonattng  #lt$  OAeen 
ft  Oommanden  named  in  aneh  Papers,  being  faUj  aoqaaistod  witji 
the  Langnago  4^  Manners  of  onr  Offieers  ft  Seamen,  &o. 

In  Oraiptianee  nf  tb  ibe  reqnest  of  the  BHnister  of  FftHioe,  Oqb- 
ffress  bate  adopted  Hbe  enclosed  resototiott  in  order  to  deteet  mA 
Abases  m  fntnre ;  and  I  am  to  reqnest  yotir  Szeellenoys  A^eiV^ien 
to  the  neeeasary  Heasnfes  for  oairying  tbe  same  into  effeetqd 
BxecatioQ.^ 

X  bave  ^h0  Honor  to  be     . 
wUh  tibe  bighoBt  respect 

jottr  Sxeellon^jr's  moat  ebedMt  «ina»ti 
SAM.  HUNTINOTOK,  President  ♦ 
Directed^ 
His  Exeellenoy  The  Pre^id^nt  of  Pennsyi^aoia. 


BflV«  F«Bft  MitiLU  70  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

To  bis  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Read,  President. 

•fiir. 

The  Bearer  hereof,  John  Rein,  employed  me  to  proswp^  bim  4n 
aOoeai  to  yonr  Favour.  The  Proceeding  of  (JoTemment  have  oon- 
yine'd  me  that  the  Intention  is  to  make  every  Individual  liappy ; 
iiM>wl  bjr  tbie  I  KtiommeiKi  im  ^^h  41  <)a^  l^iqipsi^  lor  bmkj, 
as  bating  already  paid  dear  enough  for  his  Folly,  and  wisb  beside 
tbftt  Gk>d  and  the  Father  of  mercy  would  strengthen  your  Exoel- 
lenoy in  your  ardsMa  Hmk. 

In  which  Sense  I  remain 

yoor  Exeellenoy's  obedient  servant, 

PETER  MILLBR. 
Ephrata,  the  15th  of  Nov.  1780. 

*  See  Col.  Rm.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  648. 
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\         _   ^      ■    r-       ■  ■^..  ■■■■■■    .- 

Col.  Rioh'o  I^utlss  to  Pbbs.  !R9ed,  17^0^ 

Camp  Totowa,  Nov'  llth,  1780. 

Sii; 

It  gives  me  pain  to  Repeat  Applioationa  for  the  same  ^ing.  I 
have  wrote  the  Board  of  War  seyeral  times,  And  Onoe  before  tii^ 

jto  your  Ezeelleney  k  Connoil  on  the  same  subjeet  to  no  Ptarpese ; 

l^e  want  of  a  Regvdar  me^  being  made  fNi^olrto  the  Araiy  for 
this  Particular  baisiness  may  bo  the  Cause  of  some  titdble  sb4  dis- 
appointment. 

I  always  understood  that  an  Application  k  Recommendation  to 
the  Supreme  .^ze^utivf  Covneil  jof  the  SUte  was  Reqvyute  for  the 
Appointment  of  Officers  in  the  first  Instance,  this  1  faavo  always 
donoy  Vut  ttU  li^tlfc^hr  ^^9^  Dot  that  Similar  Application  .must  be 
made  in  the  Case  of  Keglmental  Promotion  after  the  Finit  Apptm', 
however,  this  I  have  lately  been  told  by  the  board  of  war,  &  todc 

.4be  Uberfy^  AUnmj^Vffi  J^seelleney  k  Gw^msfi  the  ^  Ut»  by 
t)ie  lMSii4  of  OoLJdhmEitMii,  vh#.  Ipl^rm^  me  tl«e  j6t)i  Iiwt'  tk^  all 
;tfiese  ^pptfcatioBS  m^st  Gowfi  tbro«g|i  the  Ohapel  of  A  Oeae^l 

4>ffiper;  U  uenier  we»  #  paipt  to  me  to  aeqniesef  in  apy  Rule  tlUt 
irnu  <idiiiiple4i  M  iho  naq^  time  I.  Caooot-Mp  thiiikiog:iJt »  kn^i  i|f 
Restriction  on  the* Hon'  k  Dignity  of  an.OSoer  Intrust  with  thp 
Charge  k  Command  of  a  lU^,  to  find  his  Certifictite  pf  so  little 
Consequence  that  it.  cai^ot  be  Credited  in  this  Case.  * 

It  must  also  Render  an  officer  the  less  diligent  in  searching  for 
yottllg4;eatl^mea  t6  fill  Vaeaneies»  when  he  finds  such  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  their  Promotion,  As  it  is  much  Easier  for  him  foComm' 
what  is  put  in  by  goviemmcuit  than  tp  Subj^t  himself  jp  at)  Opinion 
that  it  iff  doiirg  him  an  obllgaiaon  -te  find  good  servants  tat  Ifhe  Pub- 
lick,  It  is  also  attended  with  III  Cqnsiquences  to  keep  the  Promo- 
tions back,  as  it  sours  the  mind  of  young  Gentlemen  who  know  they 
are  Intitled  tc^Jllgtr^  9mk  iknf^  Aey  bepr  It  Cimnpt  obtain  it  with- 
out  great  Difficulty  k  is  often  the  Cause  of  Complaint  ft  Refieetion 

.  oa  the  Comd*  offijcef  pf  the  Reg*. 

I  am  thus  Xlzp]icit  not  through  Cb^grin  or  disappoiptm*  on  mj 

[own  Account,  bat  because  I  see  the  service  like  to  suffer  by  the  loss 

'  of  some  Worthy  k  brilliant  young  officers  wbo  hf^ve  Qp  other  knotive 

'  for  remaining  tb$n  their  wish  to  ^erve  their  Couhtry  and  to  acqo^e 

'ton'  to  themselves.  •    .     ^ 

I  again  do  myself  the  honour  to  Transmit  your  Exoellenoy  & 

oOotuefl  the  UKaot  iteia  sf  ntbe'olid«vr«f  m/  RegS  Ceatifisd  by 
Ooneral  Wayne,  ft  hope  this  will  Remove  the  difficulty  tliAi  Ws 
attended  the  Promotion  of  Ensig*  Smith,  who  is  an  excellent  young 
offioeTi  ft  has  serv'  the  CanpaigB  (Wilh  j^reat  Cleverness.  The  other 
officer  (Ensg*  M'^Knight)  has  been  but  a  short  time  in  service^  there- 
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fore  think  in  jnstioe  to  other  Bnrigns  in  the  army  his  lieatauoi^ 
may  with  Braprietj  be  Ptolopg*. 

1  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  great' 
,  .     .  JSespeot  your  lUcellei^ey'f  most  obed*  Hbl  Sv<, 

RICH*  BUTLBB,  (W  9th 
Penmr  Beg. 

:    PiiUick  Serrioe. 

Hi«  JBmilenv  Joieph  Baed,  Eaqwe^  Brwd'  of  the  State  of 
PeiMMT  FfaUad». 


Col.  Sam*  Milm  to  Prbs,  Rbsd,  1780. 

PMad*,  For  16th,  17W. 

When  f  wrote  to  yoJA*  Exeelleney  a  few  dayi  ag<^  fir  pmtaiuiiea 
!to  purehatpe  Hay,  I  anprehended  it  lay  wi^  Gonneil  to  graat  sneh 
liberty,  hat  that  not  being  the  oase^  I  have  reqiieiiled  Mr.  2>eb«vatt 
to  wait  npoti  the  Hon>>«  the  Connoil,  k  they  would  Oblige  tba  Piib- 
'Ho  by  appointing  him  to  pnrebaee  Ilay,  be  will  dolt  ^thmitehargiBg 
^the  etate  any  Oommisrion. 

lam  your  Szcdlenciea         .  .' 

^  -^  meet  obed*  Humble  Serr^, 

>i  SAIL  MILHB,  D. Q.  Mv 

DirecUd^ 
Bia  jBxe^IUney  Joseph  ^^eed^  .£Mpr.,  Preaid*  pf  Pennsy*. 


BaBdctnoR  of  OoVNOttj  1780.  • 

Cpl..MiIefl^  D.  Q.  M«3ter«  having  represented  to  this  Board  that 

the  Fffent  stook  of  Bay  will  be  insuffieient  for  Continental  Use  for 

.  the  y^juiter,  &  having  requested  in  order  to  obviate  Difficulties 

.arising  &g<u  the  Law  that  Peter  Debaven  might  be  appoiDted  to 

prooure  an  additional  Quantity,  he  charging  ttie  State  no  Commis- 

;8ion,,      ..  -  ..  \ 

'     Bciofcred,. Thai  keiba  appointed  a. CoauBWooer  ibr  the  Ponbse 
•  of  Hay  only.  .?       >  ^    ., 

.*8se.pageap(>.    ; 


Prbs.  Bsied  to  Pres.  ot  Con0rbs8,  1780. 

Sit,        •     ■ 

Qo  A  fonner  Oooasion  I  had  tbe  HonQor  to  address  joo  on  the 
Exportation  of  Provinons  from  the  State  of  Delaware*  while  the 
Smbargo  from  thia  Port  was  rigorously  observed.  If  the  Flour  so 
exported  was  the  Prodnoe  of  the  State  of  Delaware  it  would  be  of 
little  CoDsequence,  but  it  is  well  known  that  much  the  greater  Part 
t>f  these  Exports,  probably  four  fifths,  are  the  Produoe  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. This  t!onduct  is  the  more  extraordinary  as  the  Commissary 
^en.  informs  us  that  State  has  not  famished  a  single  Barrell  of  the 
Quantity  required  by  Congress — ^The  Injury  done  to  the  Trade  of 
this  Place  as  well  as  to  the  Supply  of  the^  Army  will  not  permit  us 
aoy  longer  to  be  unoonoemed  Spectatora^^ft  Congress  must  be  too 
just  &  reasonaMe  to  expect  a  Restriction  to  be  observed  here  whioli 
only  tends  to  dis'tress  this  State  without  ^any  public  Benefit — There 
mre  six  or  sevien  Vessels  belonging  to  this  City  now  loading  at  Wil- 
mington, in  the  Delaware  State»  Sapplies  designed  for  the  Aroi^  k 
'aetuaRy'paid  for  by  this  State  are  diverted  from  their  destination^  so 
that  unless  some  more  efficacious  method  to  enforce  the  Becom- 
^endations  of  Congress  in  this  Respect  can  be  adopted  we  see  no 
Prospect  of  affording  any  farther  Supply  to  the  Army. 

I  must  also  beg  Leave  to  observe  to  your  ExoelU  that  the  Con- 
tinuiinoe  of  the  Embargo  in  this  State  entirely  depends  on  the  Ob- 
servation of  similar  Restrictions  in  the  adjoining  States,  so  that  we 
Hhall  be  obliged  in  a  very  short  time  to  revoke  our  Prohibition  XLnlesfi 
an  effectual  Remedy  can  be  speedily  obtained. 

I  have  the  Honour,  &o. 


Prbs.  Bbbd  to  Assbmblt,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  Treasurers  of  Chester  &  York  not  having  fbioished  me  with 
ihe  litatei  of  Axis  respective  offices  till  yesterday  added  to  the  neces- 
sarr  attention  I  am  oUiged  to  pay  to  current  BosioesB  will  I  felr 
make  it^iffiatili  to  prepaYo  the  written  Report  of  tlie  Coaimittee  of 
Inquiry  into  tbe  Pdiee  k  Affairs  of  the  state  so  soon  as  I  eonld  wish 
ori^  It  may  be  necessary  for  the  Information  of  the  Hbose.  But  I 
eoald  after  a  little  Oooferenoe  with  the  other  Oiii'tleina*  &  a  Reviial 
of  iha  Kdtea  &  Papefs  make  a  verbal  Commanication  whieh  might 
be  of  BOiaie  servioe  to  the  Hon.  House  at  this  time  &  I  eould  then 
more  aoovtatdly  state  H  in  writing  at  more  Lslserei  if  this  is  aooep- 
table  to  the  House  w6  shall  be  ready  to  wait  on  tb«m  any  Day  next 
'.Week'ott  previotia  Notice^  except  Monday  on  wlUch  day  the  Coun^l 
are  invited  to  dine  with  the  Minister  of  France.  I  have^e  Hoaow 
to  be  irUk  great  BMipect: 

Sir,  your  Obed  ft  very 

Hbbte  Serf. 
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*    Gamp  at  Totoway,  Novemb'  18*^,  1780, 
Sir, 

Ab  a  Bedaetion  of  Uie  Be^menfa  lelonging  to  tba  state  of  Peiui- 
sylyania  is  sooo  to  iAe  place,  by  which  several  offioeiv  will  be  obligei 
to  go  out/  but  for  whom  balf  pay  is  reserved  and  some  other  advan- 
;tage8j '  ve  beg  leave  to  mention  to  vour  Ezoellenoy  the  ca^^  of  $ 
uumber  of  Gentlemen  who^  having  been  prisoners  with  the  eneimyi 
and  only  lately  ezchanged^  will  be  m  the  same  situation  aa  those  who 
will  be  reduced  with  respect  to  the  being  obliged  to  le^ve  the  annyi 
no  vacancys  in  eonsequence  of  former  Incorpprations^  being  left  i9 
which  they  can  now  succeed  but  who  seem  not  to  he  entitled  by  tho 
terms  of  the  act  of  Congress  to  the  Beward  allowed  to  the  othenr 
This  we  conceive  to  hav^  happened  thro'  accident  or  inadverleocei 
for  we  cannot. imagine  it  coi;ild  be  intended  to  adj  the  piortiGcatioo 
of  having  their  services  and  suQerings  overlooked  to  the  Miseries  pf 
>  long. and  rigorpus  Ospiiyity. 

We  are  very  sensible  of  the  Desire  vour  Excellency  has  alwayy 
manifested  to  save  the  Gentlemen  in  that  unfortunate  predicament 
and  the  attention  you  have  paid  to  Uieir  rights^  which  has  led  us  ta 
give  you  the  trouble  of  this  at  this  time^  and  to  refer  Major  Murray 
who  will  deliver  it,  particularly  to  jou ;  certain  that,  if  tbey  or  we 
h^ve  mistakeii  the  /sensd  of  Congress,  you  will  pat  us  to  rights^  a94 
If  othervrise  that  you  will  use  ypur  influence  that  Justice  may  be  done 
them  by  procuring  them  to  be  put  on  the  same  foot  as  me  other 
reduced  officers. 

We4ire  with  tl^  utmost  Respect  fiir, 

Tou  most  obedient  Humble  Serv^. 

A'.  S*.  CUlIR,  M.  G«  ♦ 
Ja«  Chambers,  Col.  AutW  Wayne,  B.  Q. 

1  P.  Regt.  W.  Stewart,  Col-. 

^Beo^  Tudor,  Higor  2^  EK 

.     &^  Peon.  B(^.  WoL  Bader,  D  Ooh  Ow* 

J.  Moored  M«^  4<^  Ptenir  Jl«g». 

l-"  Pea.  B^.  San.  flay,  1/  Co>. 

T.  RofoiMOP,  1/  <]e>.  10«^  P.  &. 

1«  Peik^.  Btg.  ^  Janes  Hamlttt,  Majer 

Caleb:Kovth,I/G»L  .    SH  B^. 

T.  Craig,  Cebo0l  W.  Alexwder^  Majac 

8*P.Beg«.  8-t>  F^n* Beg". 

,li^.  Jobustoik,  fieletel  J.  Talbot,  Ma|ec 

5"^  P.  Be^jimeDlb.  6**  P«  &. 

Joe.  Hermar^Ii»OcL  Ad*- HoUey,  J'0o1«0m< 

«  7»^P.  B.  IlfP.B^ 

P.  MetfXge%  U  CoL 
b'^  P.  B^ 

J)iHGi»d^^W\A  Exoellenoy,  Governor  Beed. 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  Va  XH.,  p.  546,  550. 
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Sto't.  Matlack  to  David  Fraum,  1780/ 

TfSWelphia,  Ifotem*  18*,  1780. 
Sir. 

'  '  I  att  directed  ^  rnclofle  yon  a  pM*  fbt  yourself  at)4  JUugbter  to 
the  City  of  New  York,  tte  OounoiJ  are  mndh  anrprised.  that  yoti 
«ttU  remain  in  thfa  ditj,  and  hope  that  yon  iHH  immediately  depart 
ibis  state;  agreeable  to  their  late  order,  otherwise  measures  will  be 
takep  to  compel  yon  to  comply  with  the  same. 

I  am  Sir. 

Yow  yc^  HamUe  senr't. 
(SigMi)         JAM£S  TRIMBLE.* 
forT.UaikckySoo', 


Pkks.  B«Bp  TO  BoAEP  or  Wa%  1780. 

•Sir, 

I  duly  leeeived  yonr  fitvoar  of  the  7*^  Inst  lAcbsing  CoL 
3ntlerat  Letter  &  do  avow  the  ^topping  Proviueas  pijrcbaned  ip  the 
Counties  of  X^ncaster  Tork  &  Cumberland  wijtb  the  Money  of  thja 
9|jite  dea^nad  for  the  G:arri8on  «t  Wyoming  ;  the  jmeas^re  has  been 
'approved  jmanimously  In  the  Counau^  is  pleasing  to  the  Assembly 
.&  founded  on  a  general  Representation  of  the  Lihabita^.tf  of  th/B 
Frontier  Counties,  of  the  State  a^d  for  the  Mcaaural  h^  XieAve  ^ 
Mmsofi  .tbe  following  Reaeons. 

First  the  Post  at  Wyoming  is  not  inanv  Beapeot  interesting  to  the 
United  States  ^  can  only  hie  oonsidered  as  holding  Possession  of 
Territory  disputed  between  this  State  and  that  of  Oonneetiont  &  that 
ader  the  latter  has  expressly  deoUned  submitting  the  Dispute  to 
amicable  Settlement  by  Congress  agreeable  to  the  Terms  of  Confed- 
eration. 

Secondly. — The  very  great  sboses  that  have  been  practised  at 
that  Pq|it  f  ^ere  KofisiettB  t«ve  Jbeen  ifsoed  ta  Settlns  ftnder  the 
Denoji^nation  oif  Soldiers  &  any  other  Species  of  Encouragement 
siTen  to  I^sr80^'s  tb  settle  in  direct  Violation  of  the  Resolution  pf 
Ooneress  of  1775  to  which  we  aver  no  Rejgard  has  ever  been, paid. 
'  1&rdly.~W«thiakHwiiveasoMhler4ihnt#eebcmldhaYet^^ 
port  of  a  Post  thrown  upon  us  not  onl  v  hostile  in  its  first  formiitioa 
'tat  oolitiniied  so  aver  sinoe nnde^  the  Oomwtitnd  of  OMithiental  Offi- 
•efsirho  hivif  scMom  done  duty/ft  are  personaUy  interested  in  1^6  land 
-»  Comrorstsjr  taking  every  measure  during  the  Dispute  to  eataibliiA 

•  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XII,  p.  MT.  f  See  page  601. 
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their  ohims  and  extend  tbeir  Settlement  for  we  are  anthoriied  to  ay 
tbat  ever^  Ofieer  ^a  amaU  Pasty  of  the  German  Begem^  ezoeptod  wbo 
elum  to  De  or  this  State  &  are  detained  there  Contrary  to  our  De- 
sires) is  a  Claimant  of  Lands/  under  the  Conneetient  Title  &  who 
tho  O^nunistioned  as  Continental  Offioen  have  never  done  their 
months  Duty  ioi  the  Continental  Army  nnoe  the  Contest  bcffan. 

Ponrthly.-— This  Post  in  %  militai^  View  can  be  eouidaed  h 
jno  other  light  th^n  forming  a  Barrier  against  the  Savages  whiA 
Species  of  Defence  has  generally  been  deemed  a  daty  of  the  State  k 
Congress  have  for  a  longtime  oeased  to  give  the  State  any  Assigtuiw 
we  maintain  Sundry  Posts  of  this  nature  on  the  Flatter  &  if  Con- 
nectient  does  not  chose  to  do  the  same  Pennsylvania  will  m  this  In- 
stance ease  the  United  States  of  this  Expenee  by  paying  a  Gar- 
rison &  SnpporHng  it  at  the  Charge  of  this  State  only. 

We  acknowledge  Gkn.  Washington  in  his  EnnmeraUon  of  the 
Posts  to  be  supj^ed  tnaa  this  State  mentioned  Wyoming  hot  u 
we  apprehend  he  is  not  fuUv  acquainted  with  the  GirenmstttieeB  ef 
Wyoming  &  has  since  withdrawn  all  the  Continental  Troops  from  the 
Defence  of  our  Frontier  we  aca  persuaded  he  is  too  just  &  reasona- 
ble to  expect  we  should  wholly  support  a  Post  on  a  Frontier  daimel 
by  another 'State  while  we  are  left  al6ne  to  defend  ourselves. 

Fifthly. — We  are  well  assured  that  the  Produce  of  the  Settle- 
ment at  Wyoming  .  is  qpite  sufficient  for  the  supply  without  draw- 
ing it  at  such  a  distance  but  the  Inhabitants  do  not  chuse  to  fmish 
the'Garrison  while  it  can  be  drawn  from  the  Counties  below  menf . 
without  expense  or  Charge  to  theni  or  giving  Congress  a  Credit 

Sixthly.-^The  Distress  of  the  Post  at  Sunbnry  &  its  Dependen- 

\siea  Where  we  are  obliged  to  have  a  Garrison  of  200  men  in  a  Country 

so  desolate  that  it  does  Hot  afford  a  subsistence  to  the  few  wretched 

^Inhabitants  left  there.     By  the  Commissaries  mentioned  in  Co!. 

Butlers  letter  the  State  Commissaries  are  to  be  understood,  of  whom  it 

.')Bci3ms  reasonably  expected  they  should  hupply  their  own  State  ffnt 

; '  These  are  the  Beadons  which  have  induced  the  Authority  of  this 

•'State  to  interfere  &  stay  thd  Provisions  referred  to  in  your  Letter  & 

'  we  doubt  not  they  will  prove  folly  satisfactory. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  &c. 


BninNATZOK  ow  J.  D.  Sumsart  Ebq.  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  20, 1780- 

'Sir,     .     .  ■  • 

,.    Incl90#d  is  my:  CemvoMom'^  m  Attorocy  Q«.  which  I  beg  leave 
jto  resign.. 

..  jLt  ^saine  !^nfe  that  I  ackn^kdge  the  highest obligstioai to 

the  Opvemm#nt,  I  hope'tbfft  will  do  i»e  the  Justin  ta  UUcnw  ihit 

,1  have  at  iieart  ^ndeavoiorod  to.^erv^t  them  wi^  Fidelily  in  Tiafli 

♦See  it  below* 
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of  more  Diffioaltj  than  there  is  Reaaon  to  expeet  they  will  meet 
with  again. 

The  Office  I  have  held  ia  fatiffuing  especially  as  there  is  very  little 
SeWari  to  GompenBata  the  Labour.  I  think  it  woald  promote  the 
pnblick  Ser?ioe  if  the  Legislature  were  to  increase  the  Fees^oa 
Xndictmenta.  At  present  they  are  such  as  are  hardly  worth  collectings 
and  my  Successor,  who  ever  he  may  be.  will  find  himself  tempted 
in  a  short  TimCi  rather  to  wish  to  avoid  the  Business  than  to  meet 
it  with  cheerfulness  if  some  thing  be  not  done. 
.  I  hope  ever  to  avoid  the  shameful  inconsistency  of  being  drawn 
into  any  kind  of  oppodtion  to  a  Cause,  which  I  have  had  the  Honour 
of  ooutrihuting  to  support ; — and  therefore  anv  little  Assistance  I 
may  be  able  to  afford  to  my  Successor*  or  to  the  Government  may 
be  depended  upon. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Tour  Excellency's 

most  Obed*.  &  very  Hh*»».  Serv*. 

JONA  D.  SERGEANT. 

His  Ezcelk.  Prec^d'.  Reed. 

CoHMidsioN  OF  J.  D.  Sbbobant  now  Surbbkdbrep,  1777« 

Jn  the  name  and  by  the  authoritj  of  the  Freensmi  of  the  Com- 
mon Wealth  of  Pennsylvania  The  Sapreme  Executive  Council  of 
the  said  Conunon  Wealth. 

To  Jonathan  Dickinson  Sergeant  Esquire  Greeting. 

We  repoung  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  integrity  pm^ 
dence  and  ability  have  appointed  yon  the  said  Jonathan  Diokinson 
Sergeant  to  be  Attorney  General  of  tbe  State  of  Pennsylvania.  You 
are  therefore,  by  these  presents,  commissioned  to  be  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  tbe  said  State  ',  to  have,  hold  exercise,  and  enjey  the^  office  of 
Attorney  General  of  the  state  aforesaid  in  as  large  and  ample 
manner  as  any  Attorney  General  hath  held,  or  of  right  ought  to 
have  held  and  enjoyed  the  same  ;  with  all  the  rights,  salaries,  fees, 
profits,  priviledges  and  emoluments  therennto  belonging  or  in  any<^ 
wise  appertaining.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  seat 
of  the  said  Common- Wealth  to  be  here  unto  affited. 

Given  at  Lancaster  this  first  day  of  November  anno  dom&i  one 
thoosand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven. 

THOS.  WHARTON,  Jr.  Pfest. 
Attest. 
T.  MATLACK,  Beey. 
Indorsed, 

'  Enrolled  in  the  Rolls  office  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  itt 
Commission  &  letter  of  Attorney  Book  No.  1.  pase  91,  tbe  7th  day 
6f  June  1779.  Certified  under  my  band  k  seal  of  office  this  7tli 
^une,  779.  JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr.,  Ma^.  Rol. 

*  dee  CoL  Eec.  Vol.  XII.,  p.  548*  He  was  succeeded  by  Wm.  Bradford, 
J*.,  Es<i.,  Nov.  28, 1780.— See  Col.  Rce.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  650. 
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Charlbs  Pbttit  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

PliilMMphk,20ihNov«  1780. 

I  wish  it  were  In  m j  power  to  rive  your  GzeeQenoy  the  leqmriia 
information  respecting  the  Debts  due  from  the  Qo&rter  Hasten  De- 
partment at  Easton  ;  but  at  present  it  is  not  I  have  freqnendj  ft 
for  many  months  past  called  npon  Ool.  Hooper  for  snch  aoconnt  t 
have  from  time  to  time  been  led  to  expect  I  should  reoeive  It;. 
acme  circumstances  of  accounts  yet  remaining  unsettled  having 
been  made  the  ground  of  delay.  I  am  again,  by  a  circular  letter  in 
pressing  terms  calling  on  all  the  Deputiee  for  returns  of  the  Debts 
they  owe,  &  will  write  particularly  to  the  late  Deputy  at  the  Pest  of 
Easton  for  his.  In  the  mean  time  if  he  or  any  one  under  him  has 
shewn  any  disrespect,  tbo  it  should  be  far  short  of  conteaipt,  to 
Tour  Excellency  or  the  Government  over  which  you  preside  1  hare 
not  a  wish  even  to  extenuate  his  fault  or  to  screen  him  from  Justice, 
on  the  contrary  should  rejoicQ  that  he  might  be  made  to  repent  of 
WsFoiry. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be  with  gro^  respeety 

Tour  Bxeelleno/s  most  ebedkhum.  S^rvt. 

GHAS.  PKTTrr,  A.  Q.  BL  Gen. 

His  BzoeUensgHToseph  Beed,  Eiq^  President  of  the  State* 


P&B8.  Bbw  to  Ministbe  of  Frakcb,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  was. honoured  with  your  Excellency's  Favour  this  evening  npoit 
the  Affairs  of  Mr.  Holker.  After  the  Conversation  kst  Evening 
irith  Mr.  Harbois  I  did  not  intend  to  have  troubled  you  &rther  witia 
so  delicate  &  disagreeable  a  Subject^  &  especially  as  I  now  find  Mr. 
U^^ksr  4o6s .  not  stand  in  the  same  Dependanee  on  your  Exoelk  as 
on  your  Predecessor.  A  farther  Discnasion  of  this  Snbjeot  would 
ezQeed  the  Limits  of  a  Letter  &  would  if  necessary  be  more  proper 
for  a  Conversation.  I  am  so  unhappy  as  to  differ  from  your  Ezcel]^ 
in  tlM  propriety  iv  tronbling  the  American  Minister  with  a  Matter 
of  particular  &  not  general  Concern,  &  think  Dr.  Franklin  might 
well  exouse  himself  fxixn  acting  in  the  Detail  of  partionlar  State- 
As  Mr.  Holker  has  been  returned  for  some  Time  &  has  not  thongbb 
proper  to  offer  any  Explanations  I  dp  not  conceive  it  my  duty  to 
seek  them,  in  this  he  is  quite  consistent,  as  it  is  a  fresh  Proof  of  the 
Estimation  in  which  he  holds  the  Authority  of  Pennsylvania — If 
duch  Conduct  shall  be  found  to  conciliate  th^  Affection  of  the  People 
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of  America  to  hb  Country  &  to  promote  the  Interests  of  the  Allianeo 
ft  make  him.a  v^fnl  apoeptat>l0  Offieer,!  shall  be  haffj  to  acknowl* 
edge  my  Mistake. 

I  am^  Sir, 

jonvr  Obed.  HbUe  Serr. 

1780,  Not.  20tb^  His  ^&  the  President^  to  His  Ezo^  the  Minis* 
ter  of  France. 


David  Franks  to  Pass.  Bsid,  178Q.     . 

Sir, 

The  Contents  of  the  Letterirheraof  the  inclosed  is  a  Copy  rec'd 
on  Siitard»r  l^st  gave  me  deep  Concern.  AAer  the  Indulgence 
fthewn  me  by  Coanoil  on  accoant  of  my  Indisposition  I  should  be 
extremely  nngratefnl  to  trespass  beyond  its  Limits. 

My  Aim  haff  ccntimied  and  yet  is  in  a  hiffh  state  of  Inflamation, 
and  neoessanly  dressed  daily.  This  principally ; — the  unsettled  statQ 
of  my  afiirS;  ft  the  want  of  the  passport  added  has  occasioned  the 
delay. 

Being  apprehensiye  that  a  report  raised  and  circulated  that  I 
had  depreciated  the  Currency  by  purdhase  of  Specie  may  hare  giyen 
rise  to  prejudice  against  me  with  the  Hon'ble  Council,  as  the  best 
Bvidenoe  in  my  power  of  the  falsity  of  the  report^  I  inclose  my  affi- 
davit 0X1  that  Subject. 

Observing  that  the  pass  is  only  for  myself  and  daughter,  an j 
vnwilling  in  the  Slightest  degree  to  violate  it,  I  must  beg  to  trouble 
your  Excellency  to  have  it  extended  to  a  Servant  Woman,  and  my 
necessary  Baggage  ft  that  I  may  be  allowed  till  Thursday  for  mj 
departure. 

IJiave  the  Honor  to  be  with  Respect 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Serv^ 


DAVID  FRANKS.* 


Philad*,  21*«  Novem',  1780. 

Directect. 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esq'. 


♦  See  CoL  Rco.  Vol,  XII.,  p.  647,  ft  p.  611  of  this. 
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DAPOsniov  w  David  Frakks,  1T80. 

City  of  Philad%  88. 

David  Franks,  of  tbe  Oity  of  Fbt!ad%  Meroht,  beiog  dalj  twon 
deposeth  &  saiih  that  he  hath  not  bj  himself  or  any  person  to  Im 
Knowledge  or  with  his  Consent  purehasedi  exohaoged  or  bartered 
any  Sum  or  Sams  of  Money  in  Specie  for  or  with  paper  money  o( 
any  kind. 

DAVID  FRANKS. 

Sworn  Not*  20(h,  1780,  Before  me, 

BENJAMIN  PASGHALL 


Convention  at  Hirtpord,  Conn.,  to  Prbs.  Bxed,  1780. 

Hartford.  Nov.  224, 1780. 
Sir, 

By  the  direction  of  the  Convention  held  at  this  Plaoe  I  have  the 
Honour  to  transmit  to  your  Bxcelleney  their  Proceedings  with  t 
Bequest  that  you  will  please  to  lay  them  before  the  Leg^lature  of 
your  State, 

Aa  the  measures  we  haye  recommended  to  the  States  by  whose  Ap> 
pointment  we  met  will  depend  for  their  Efficacy  upon  theConcnrreaoe 
of  the  other  Statesr-We  oonoeifre  it  our  Duty  to  Communicate  them 
Immediately  in  order  that  if  t^ev  should  be  deemed  Eligible  du| 
might  with  the  greater  dispatch  be  carried  into  Effect 

I  remain  with  the  most  sincere  Wishes  fur  the  Sncoess  of  our 
Common  Cause  and  the  Peace  &  Prosperity  of  our  Sbter  States 
your  Ezcellencys 

most  Obedient  sorvant, 

(By  order  of  the  Convention) 

WILLIAM  BBADFOBD,  Preadeni 
Direeiedf 
His  Ezcellenqy  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 
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'     Datib  VnkSKB  TO  Pbbs.  BBn>,  1780. 

Wednefldftj  Eremug,  22<  V^r,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Carriage  I  had  engaged  for  m j  Joumej  to  New  York  met 
with  an  accident  in  ooming  to  Town  this  Evening.  As  this  will 
prevent  me  from  nsing  it  to  morrow,  I  think  it  my  dntj  to  acquaint 
yoar  Ezeelleney  with  it  immediately,  that  I  may  not  appear  to  tree- 
pan  in  the  smallest  degree  upon  the  Inc|uIgenoe  of  the  honorable 
the  Coonoil.  As  I  am  in  every  other  respect  prepared  to  depart, 
this  unforeseen  obstruction  will  appear  to  your  Excellency  I  hope  in 
its  proper  light.  The  insttnt  the  waggon  is  put  into  travelling  order 
the  council  may  rely  upon  my  setting  out,  if  the  plea  for  my  present 
unavoidable  Delay  is  admitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  y  Exoellenc/s  ^ 

most  obedient  &  most  hble  serv*, 

DAVID  FRANKS.* 

Direciedf 
Hid  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President. 


Pebs.  Rked  to  Datid  Peanks,  1780. 

Phila*,  November  SS**,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  yesterday  was  received  and  read  in.  Council  and  I 
am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Council  expect  you  will  be 
ready  to  set  out  on  your  Journey  to  New  York  by  io-morrow  morn- 
ing at  farthest  as  it  is  their  opinion  the  excuse  is  a  very  frivolous 
one^  and  therefore  have  agreed  to  ^ant  no  further  indulgence. 


Majoe  McPHBBsoisr  TO  rEES.  Bbsb^  1780* 

Sir, 

I  have  the  lienor  to  address  your  ExceHency,  and  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  once  more,  on  the  subject  of  my  being  adopted 
by  the  State;  my  pretensions  to  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make 
known  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Honble  Council,  when  last  iii 
Philadelphia,  and  which  from  the  Patronage  your  Excellency  and 
the  Honble  Council,  were  pleased  to  honor  me  witii  on  my  arrival 
from  New  York  and  since,  I  am  led  to  believe  will  be  thought  suffix 
cieni-;— ^^rmit  me  to  mention  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Honble 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  547. 
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Counoili  that  in  the  other  States,  Natives  holding  Bre?et  CommiB- 
sions,  have  beeix  adsutted  to  paftioipate.  every  advaotage  as  if  Offi- 
cers of  the  Line,  without  any  kind  of  distinotion,  sevenl  iostanoef 
of  wfaieh  General  St  Olair  who.  doosine  the  honor  to  present  this 
can  inform  jour  Excellency  of. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  most  perfect  respect 

Tour  Szcellencjs  most  obedient  Serv^, 

W.  MACPHERSON. 
Camp,  2t«'  Nov.,  1780. 
■Directed, 

His  ExoellcDcj  Joseph  Keed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  SUie  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Ooi«.  Samusii  Miles  to  Prbs.  Resd^  1780. 

.     Philad-,  Nov  25%  1780. 
Sir, 

The  procnring  of  wood  for  thiv^yost,  is  a  matter  that  has  given 
me  much  concern  for  some  moatfas  past^  and  I  have  naed  eroy 
means  in  my  power  to  obtain  a  certain  supply  for  the  winter,  bat 
find  it  impossible  to  do  it  without  Cash,  which  the  Public  Treararj 
cannot  at  present  furnish. — On  mentioning  the  difficulty  I  laboied 
iiQder,'to  some  Gentlemen  a  few  days  ago,  I  was  infbrmM  that  then 
was  a  tract  of  land  about  four  milek  from  the  City  ^from  which  the 
poor  were  supply'd  with  wood  last  winter,)  belonging  to  some  per- 
sons in  England,  and  that  people  of  all  Complexions  were  cutting  & 
distrojing  the  timber  at  their  pleasure,  no  person  have  Authoritj  to 
prevent  them  ;  and  was  advised  to  apply  for  Permission  to  col  as 
much  wood  off  this  tract  as  ccttld  be  spared  without  Injury  to  the 
place  as  a  plantatioik  If  the  Honorable  the  Gounoil  woeld  be 
pleased  to  grant  me,  in  behalf  of  the  public,  this  Authority,  I  shall 
take  all  the  care  I  can  to  prevent  frauds,  and  keep  an  exact  acooant 
of  the  woodi  and  as  soo&  as  mopey  can  be  procured  for  that  pui{)08^ 
pay  the  Value  to, such  person  as  shall  have  a  right  to  receive  it. 

1  beg  leave  also  .to  mention  to  jour  Excellency,  that  the  toll  for 
Crossing  the  bridge  over  Sohu jlkjll,  from  the  depreciation  of  the 
money,  is  become  so  trifling,  that  the  tenant  there  assures  me  it  is 
wi^h  difficulty  he  can  support  bis  family,  and  should  any  aoddept 
happen  to  the  Bridge  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  maintais 
boats  for  any- length  of  tiuM  at  the  present  low  rates  of  the  ferriage. 
I  submit  the  propriety  of  laying  those  objects  before  C6uncil>to  joar 
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Ezoellenoies  Judgment;  &  have  no  donbi  but  every  thing  that  is 
right  will  be  done. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Ezcellenoies  mo&t  Obed. 

&  most  Humble  Serv., 

SAM>  MILES,  D.  Q.  H., 

for  Pennsy*.* 
Direcieflf 
His  Excellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


LeTXBB^  BS8P£CTINa   PEISONBRS  Of   WaK  AT   NbW    Yo&K, 

1780. 
Copy. 

New  York,  Nov  25, 1780. 
Sir. 

Being  appointed  by  the  Ameriean  Officers  prisoners  of  War  on 
Long  Island  to  go  out  to  solicit  supplies  from  their  respective  states 
to  discharge  the  Debts  already  contracted  by  them,  as  well  as  for 
their  more  decent  support  duriog  their  captivity;  and  judging  it 
probable  that  it  will  bo  more  convenient  to  some  of  the  states  to  send 
m  produce  than  specie,  we  have  to  request  that  Permission  may  be 
granted  to  send  into  New  York  the  undermentioned  articles,  (Viz.,) 
Orain  of  all  kinds,.Mour,  Beef,  Pork,  Live  Stock,  Onions,  Lumbec, 
Boards,  Scantling,  Iron,  Hemp,  Pitch  &  Tar,  to  be  oonsiffuM  to  such 
Publick  agent  as  may  be  appointed,  and  disposed  of  by  him,  the 
monies  arising  from  the  sales  to  be  applied  as  above. 

Shoa'd  we  be  indulged  in  our  request,  we  wish  to  know  on  what 
terms  the  above  Articles  may  be  Vended,  that  we  may  communicate 
theiB  to  our  Skates  respeotively,  and  that  we  may  be  permitted  to 
take  oat  with  us  blank  pasports  for  the  Vessels  that  may  be  sent 
from  tbe  moro  remote  States  in  order  to  expedite,  the  supply. 

We  aire  &0. 
(Sign'd,)        JAMES  IRVINE,  B.  O. 

OEOROB  MATTHEWS,  Cd. 
JOHN  ELY,  Col, 

The  {ionoorabk  Aad'w  EUiotli,  Esq'. 

«  iJcoCol.  Rec,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  568.   • 
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Copy. 

New  York,  29th  NoYember,  1780. 
GkDtlemeiii 

I  immediately  laid  your  letter  of  the  25th  Instant,  before  1/  Oen* 
Bobeson,  Major  Qei^  Philips  ftnd  brigadier  Oen>  Birch.  Endond 
is  a  letter  from  those  Gentlemen  with  an  answer  to  the  request  joa 
was  pleased  to  make  through  me^  which  I  flatter  myself  may  prone 
useful  to  many  individuals. 

As  several  of  the  artiole^whioh  his  Ezoellenoy  Sir  Henry  C9int(n 
agrees  to  admit  from  the  diffef«Bi  Provinces  are  under  Regakted 
Prices,  above  which  they  are  not  allowed  to  be  sold^  I  have  for  yovr 
farther  information  annexed  a  list  of  the  same. 

I  am  with  due  respect.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most' Obedient  Humble  Serv't. 


(Sign'd,) 

AND-  ELLIOT. 
Sup-  Genl. 

Wheat, 

26  shill"  Currency  ] 

P  Bush'. 

Wheat  flour, 

80.. 

ditto.          ^ 

Ic-^ 

Rje,      . 

10 

ditto.         * 

8  Bushel. 

Kye  Meal, 

30 

ditto.         * 

BC'«. 

Indian  Com, 

10 

ditto. 

S  Bu8h>. 

Indian  Meal, 

28 

ditto. 

|c-t. 

Buckwheat, 

7 

•     ditto. 

B  Bush*. 

Buokw'  meal, 

26 

ditto. 

pc-'. 

Direct^, 
Brig'  Gen.  Irvine,  Col".  George  Matthews  &  Col.  John  Ely. 


Copy. 

New  York,  29  November,  1T8«. 
Gentlemen, 

M'  Elliot  the  Superintendent  General  having  laid  before  us  your 
letter  to  him  daied-  the  25th  of  this  month,  in  which  you  request  tbtt 
Permission  may  be  igtmted'for  tbe  different  Provinces  to  send  into 
Nef  Yovk  artiql^  of  Mieir  produce  (in  lieu  of  Specie)  to  be  disposed 
of,  to  discharger  the  Diebts  already  contracted  by  the  Americtn 
officers,  Prisonef^  of  war  on  Lbng  Island,  as  well  as  for  their  more 
decent  support  during  their  Captivity ;  We  have  to  inform  yoii,  tbst 
his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clfnton  is  pleased  to'  grant  your  request, 
Vis.  that  grain  of  all  kinds,  Flour,  Beef,  Pork,  liive  Stock,  Onions 
and  other  Roots,  Lumber,  Boards,  Scantling,  Hemp,  Pitch,  Tar,  aod 
also  Iron,  Cyder  and  Hay  may  be  sent  to  New  York,  from  the 
different  Provinces,  and  disposed  of  for  the  purposes  you  propose, 
under  the  enclosed  Regulations  and  Restrictions. 
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We  have  farther  to  add  that  his  EzceUenej  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
offers  lo  <}ireot  the  pay  Master  Gen.  of  the  Oenveoiion  Troapa  in 
yirginia,  Uavid  Oeddis,  Esq'  to  reoeiye  any  snm  of  money  in  Specie 
for  the  use  of  aaid  Troops,  and  to  give  Receipts  and  Drafts  for  the 
same  on  the  Paymaster  Oen.  in  New  T<^rkf  which  being  produc'd  by 
the  CoiDiikiiaarir  iba#  aaty  be  sent  in  by  Gen.  Washington  shall  be 
acknowledged.  And  that  to  reimburse  such  persons  who  may  thus 
'kdvMioe  aama  of  money)  permission  afaail  be  granted  from  Sir  Henry 
lUlittton  io.the  aaid  Gonmiesafy  io  pitfobaae  to  that  amount,  avtielea 
of  British  and  East  India  manufactures  (woolen  clotfaa,  Stoekiag% 
fiata,  BJboeBy  Boots,  Arme,  Amnmnitiott  and  Medidnes  except^) 
wirieh  with  pnoper  permiasMNis  will  hs  iillowed  to  be  shiped  on  boaid 
niiy  Lieenaed  vesaela  that  may  arri?e  here  firom  Virginia  with  prodnoe 
as  mtetioned  above. 

Liata  of  the  Britiah  and  Ewt  India  Artielea  propoeed  to  be  pui- 
'ohaae4  by  the  Commbaary  mast  be  laid  before  U  Genetai  Robesos 
£)ir  his  approbatMn. 

'  We'  afe  iriiAi  due  respect,  Gevtfemen, 

Tour  ttiost  Obedient  humble  servants. 
(Sign'd)  JAMBS  ROBERTSON, 

W.  PHILIPS,  M.  Gen'. 
8.  BIRCH,  B.  Oen'.  &  Comtaaudant    \ 
AND- ELLIOT,  Sop', 6en».  [ 

Brig*  GeQ<  Irvine,  Oo>  Geo.  MAtbews  ft  Col.  John  Ely. 

JndoTMdf 

CSo^y  •f  Sradry  Lettore  relative  to  sending  Produce  into  N.  Yoik 
<tbr  t^:baseit  of  the  Awnrieaa  Priabners. 


*  fStcr.  Matlack  to  Wiliiam  Bbadfokd  Jr,  Esq,  J780. 

Pliilad',  Nov.  27, 17S0. 

.  tnolosed  is  a  commission  to  you  as  Attorney  Gen.  of  the  State. 
It  is  neccHsary.  before  yod  enter  npoa  the  office  that  you  take  the 
.oaths  rctquircd  by  the  constitution ;  which  may  be  done  before  the 
Judges  pr  either  of  them.  I  congratulate  you  on  this  appoiatiuout 
tbo  more  honorable  to  .you  as. it  appears  to  give  geueral  aatkfactioQ. 
And  am.  Your  moat  obedient  aervant. 

T.  M.  Sec^y.  * 
Directed f 

To  Wm.  Bradford,  Jr.  Eacf.  •  / 

*     Vol.  VIIL— 27     ^'        ' 
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Pkes.  Rbkd  to  Prbis'ts  op  CoMMOir  Plkas,  1780. 

PhilMh,  Nemnbor  27ih,  1780. 
Sir, 

laelosod  yon  lisre  a  Oomnfasion  as  President  of  the  OnHi  af 
Ooomon  VIUb,  Q*  Seinona  &  Oqphang  Oourts  when  joa  may  lufpea 
lo  be  preflenl. 

Tke  HappiDesa  of  the  Peofiie  the  good  Order  of  Gk>TevBiiieiit  &  thi 
Advanoement  of  Religkni  &  Y irtue  so  nraeh  depend  on  ike  due  A4- 
miDiBtiation  of  Jostiee  that  we  are  perswaded  yon  will  think  yoam^ 
usefally  &  honourably  employed  while  promoting  these  valoabU 
Pvrpoies.  The  Example  of  the  Magiatmtes  as  well  in  pnbNok  as 
private  lile  is  fafighly  inflaential  to  these  Ends,  &  as  the  Ofise  of 
nUmiDistering  Jastioe  is  truly  honourable  we  hope  none  ealled  tothh 
important  Trust  will  debase  it  by  sordid  Alaorative  Views  either 
accumulatiog  Busioeas  or  increasing  the  Fees  beyond  what  the  Law 
allows.  A  due  Decorum  &  Solemnity  in  Court  greatly  tends  to  draw 
tlie  Reverence  of  the  People  &  in  all  eases  where  Oaths  or  Affirtnations 
are  administered  should  b^  madb  )*cgarded.  A  punctual  Attendaaoe 
of  the  Magistrates  &  the  Officers  of  the  Court  from  the  Sheriff  to  the 
Constable  &  also  of  Jurymen,  should  not  be  overlook'd,  and  tho'  we 
hope  that  from  the  Knowledge  &  Liberality  of  the  Gentlemen  in  the 
Profession  of  the  Law  no  improper  Liberties  will  be  taken  with  the 
Bench  yet  we  think  it  our  Duty  to  mention  it  as  tfn^  of  the  essentia! 
Qualifications  of  a  Judge  to  support  &  preserve  the  Dignity  of  hjs 
Office  on  all  Occasions.  The  Revenues  of  the  State  depend  in  some 
^lustanoeson  the  Care  &  Attention  of  the  Magistrates  aa  in  the  Oaseof 
Ezcbe  &  Tavern  Licenses.;  in  these  BeapeelB.^erecomniettdttaa  to 
attention  &  where  a  Neglect  of  the  Oovemm*  is  manifested  by  Non- 
Payment  of  the  publick  Dues  that  the  Magistrates  would  refuse  their 
Recommendation^  We  also  seriously  recommend  to  the  GensideiaIbB 
of  the  Bench  a  Revisal  of  the  Taverns  which  were  all  ways  too  numerous 
for  the  good  Accomodation  of  Travellers  or  the  good  Order  k  Morality 
of  the  People,  &a  severe  Punishment  of  tboM  selling  Liqnon  witboot 
legal  auth^.  A  due  Regard  to  the  Peaoe  of  Families  &  the  Education 
of  Youth  will  lead  you  to  suppress  all  that  are  not  necessary  for  the 
Accomodation  of  Travellers  or  Meetings  of  Publick  Business. 

The  Depreciation  of  our  Money  has  undoubtedly  promoted  a  great 
Depreciation  of  Morals  &  particularly  in  lessening  the  Penalties 
imposed  on  Offenders  against  the  Laws  that  -will  not  be  in  the  Power 
of  the  Magistraoy  to  remedy  where  the  Penalties  are  assigned  by  the 
Law,  but  in  all  these  Cases  where  the  Discretion  of  the  Conrtis  into^ 
ested  we  would  recommend  to  you  that  while  you  avoid  ezoessite 
Fines  &  rigorous  Punishments  you  pay  a  due  Regard  to  the  resi 
Value  of  Money.    To  inculcate  on  lOl  occasions  l^veience  for  the 
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Laws  &  Respect  for  publick  Authority  is  so  naturally  tbe  Duty  of 
Magifltiiatesih^  we  need  only. tneiitiotk  it4  '%  ghreJiBsity  AiBsistanoe 
&  Advice  to  all  Persons  in  Office  executing  the  Laws  k  other  publick 
Measures  for  the  Support  &  Supply  of  the  Army  is  also  an  indispenaiMb 
IhSby  aft  ihnr  Tiwn  and  'm  Ibe  present-  gfe«l  Octitcfli  is  Kkdy  to  end 
in  tfaeiiappy  EstaUiahiDeQt  of  a.  (aboTenunenl  fintnded  on  the  true 
Principleeef  Liheety  yonrltifliiciice  &  BnHnple  will  be  wi^  tmployei 
in  eioodraging  &  ineufcayng  Prindplefiof  QatMieianfi  arntual  Fot- 
beaninee  k  Kindness  to  eaeh  other  an  all  ocoaeioos,  i»vU  &  re* 
ligieus.  Wiahing  you  &  your  Brethren  mmh  Happiness  &Suoeeis  ib 
jour  publick  &  prif ate  Charactefs,  I  remain, 

Sir,  Your  Obt;  HbbleServ.* 
JiuJorsed, 

Nov.  27th,  1780*     Qjroiular  letter  to  the  Pceeideata  of  Uie  Courts 
of  Common  Pleas,  &c»  in  the  different  Ooujitie&  . 


Wm.  Scott  to  Prbs.  Rbeo,  1780. 

York,  Nov*  2y«;  1780. 
Bf ay  it  Pleas  yonr  Excellency : 

Sir,  .  ..•'.'. 

We.  haye-  been  en^eayoiiring  to  find  and  tale  some  ^f  our  P(9ecM 
Yolunleers,  which  has  delays  sending  forward  the  few  we  bad  op 
liand.;  tbe  one  ^e  had  in  Prison  when  your  Bxcellenoifr  waq  with  U9i 
^e  aent  with  an  Officer  who  had  the  charge  of  Prisoners  fropi  Car- 
Hale^  and  I'm  told  ht  Sacaped  on  tbe  way,  in  Irons.  The  few  that 
aire  here,  will  March  this  day  or  to  morrow. ;  Colonel  Iiee,  on  his 
leaveing  this  Place,  drew  Orders  on  me  to  pay  Money. te  the  People 
vritb  wbome  be  lodged  in  Town,  for  Sobsistanc^^  ftov^.  be  glfui  to 
know  if  I  am  to  Pay  those  bills,  and  in  what  manner^  as  they  are 
drawn  for  Specie,  or  the  Value  thereof. 

.  With  CapV  Hahn  (the  bearer)  will  be  an  Opertunit^  of  Sending 
the  Order  to  our.  Treaaurer,  which  I  Sent  with  yonr  JBxcellency,  to 
be  endorsed  for  Payment  here. 

The  Justices  have  Setled  the  quota'of  suplyes  for  our  County,  and 
frith  my  next  retuvns  will  send  an  acc^  of  our  success. 
I  am  your  Excellency's 

Obedient.fifunb.  Servtj'  '  ['' 

W"  SCtOTt. 

IXrected, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquirej  Pvesid^nt  in  Gomicil, 
Philadelpbia. 

♦  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XU.,  p.  647,  64^.  ^      ' 


fat  PSHNSYSiYAlIU  ABCESnttm. 

Pabl  &MD  tco  Ck>T.  Wm.  LiVDiaaves,  i78d* 

I  T^oehpld  your  Favovr  rapoeting  M'  JmI,^  &  mb  sorfy  I  teodUad 
jamx  BK«ll''<m  tkU  Oooamoii,  ae  Idkl  nol  koov  h%  kad  bMn  gultf 
of  aiBQf  intoeiiej  tt  the'State,  or  wy  Qtadenva  in  Ofioe  noderit 
X  ooold  mdiiiy  Agree  lo  a  gnoal  Part  of  the  Desoriftion  of -Ub  Oinr- 
aeter  ia  oilier  BMpects;  but<aa  upon  raoh  OceaaioDB,  k  muck  Tbm, 
I  do  vol  apprelMM|d  tihe  tttatasl  Purity  of  Cbaraoter  ia  to  be  expected, 
I  Tentared  to  oootinue  kirn  oa  ike  liaa  in  wfaicb  I  noonmeadad 
him  to  yoar  Sjwdldtfojr ;  ^  the  SoocaM  baa  fully  Justified  tbe  Metsnre, 
as  it  18  entirely  thro'  him  that  one  of  the  most  wicked,  artDil  G»d|8 
of  Viilains  that  ever  existed,  has  been  detected  &  broken  np— We 
have  no^  about  8  in  Irons,  all  engaged  in  a  Oorrespondenee  with 
New  York,  &  assisting  tbe  kn^my  in  varioaa  Ways.  Joora  Addresa 
brought  Stansbury  within  our  Reach,  &  Stansbury's  Papers  opened 
up  the  Lumber  Trade  with  NewTork,  which  enabled  us  toseiie  tbe 
Captains  wh0(  .oai^e  hore  under  aa  JSzchaoge  ^  tbeijr  Papers  made 
further  Discoveries,  k  this  I)ay  one  of  them  was  prevailed  od  to 
make  an  amk  GonSossion,  which  I  enclose  your  Exoelb,  together 
with  some  Papers  on  the  Subject.  B^  J.  Smith,  of  Moores  Tows, 
has  been  very  busy  with  Stansbury,  as  appears  by  the  Examination 
of  the  Papers.  When  I  wrote  this  Afternoon^  I  forgot  to  mentioii 
his  Name.  As  I  doubt  whether  there  has  been  any  Act  of  Treaaon 
committed  in  this  8tate,  we  cati  only  proceed  against  them  as  Persons 
of  dissolute  Character,  which  I  should  rather  do  as  to  8tan8lmr7& 
Cummins,  of  this  State,  feban  that  they  should  faarefa  Tryal  in  Jetse!}, 
&  perhaps,  by  Influence  or  Address,  get  o#  ft  come  bade  to  Mjnre 
&  insult  us  a  second  Time — Tour  Excell'»good  Judgment  can  deter- 
mine h^w  ftlr-  there  is  a  Probability  of  their  falling  uncler  Ibe  Off- 

'  Tectfon  of  Che  Laiws  of  your  State  j  ft  if  y6u  think  it  expedient,  tbqr 
i»hall  be  delivered  over  as  you  niny  direct,  to  stand  a  Try^l  in  Jersey 
If  Ball's  Price's  &  Saltar's  Papers  could  be  fouiid,  I  make  tfo  jOouhl 
important  Discoveries  might  be  made;  it  lis  from  Papers  we  have 

*  been  able  prJncipally  to  dissect'the  Vfllaiuy  here, 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  your  Excefl'  as  sOon  as  possible,  & 
am,  with  due  Ssteem,  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  ebb!.  Servt, 

Major  Howell,  of  Gohaaaey, 

fy^  Bannai^  Sea  Shore. 

John  Thomas,         "t 

Moses  Mullinn,        V  of  Egg  Harbour,  went  in  Black's  Tesdel. 

Josfljpk  l)^^hey,    )  -  v 

Atkinson,  of  Moores  Town,  came  out  with  Stilman  ft  Shaw. 

Joseph  ilidgley  &  James  Bell,  Owners  of  the  Schooner  Shark. 

*  See  page  576. 


VEMSStlNXSLtL  AB0HIV3IB  1780a  QM^ 

EbeB«r7iiolter^>       Of  B^gg  HMfafor  Hm^ih-^oii  bMlJ  Aik 

Tkmaait  A&mUf    )  aoh«Do*r  Slurii. 

TMmtif  M»tev  of  Ihe  Sloop  Hanke^  )o«kd  wiih  Lttmkoi ,  ToUoo<> 

'  1780,  Not.  27. 


List  of  Pamrs  stot  to  htb  Ex<5Bttffl»cr  Wtlltam  Lit- 
INGSTON,  Esq.,  Govbrnob  of  New  Jerwt;  1780. 

'  List  of  Papers  dent  to  Hw  Eicellency  WiHUrn  LhringBton,  Esqr,, 
Gov  of  New  Jetsey. 

N«  1.  Letter  &  invoice,  29  IXw^  1778. 
'«    2.  Sftltar  to  Stansbnry,  13  Nor.,  1780. 
"    3.  Ball  to  Stenfbury,  13  Nov.,  1780. 
<«    4.  Stanshnrj  to  ,  22nd  do. 

"    6.  Shaw  to  Howell,  29  Aug.,  1780. 
'<    6.  R.  Smith  to  Stansburj,  4  Jan'j,  1780. 
"    7.  Saltar  to  SUnabury,  27  July,  1779. 
«    8.  do.  do.,  2  May,  1780. 

*'    9.  Stansbury,  under  the  signature  of  J.  Sterling,  to  Job.  Wardell 
'    — eneloaing  a  letter  to  Sihs  Barioa  (that  iii  Sanl.  Bttiiliiig,)  wMi 
list  of  goods  &  Aoe*  Sales. 
*'  10.  Capt  Drew's  Certificate  to  Tim.  Wilson. 
"  11.  Oonrow's  pass  to  Stansbury. 
^  12.  WJlets"  r«e^  fov  k  «loop  SacoeM. 
<^18.  L.  Bshar's  Act  witfa  Jolwi  dtetensL 

^1  1^  >  SIo#p  Hawies'  Ai5CQ*». 

'*  16.  Kempton's  Act.,  Hawke,  junr.;  W*  filftiisbiiry. 
<*  17.  Cost  (rf  Hawk  k  Swallow. 
«M8.  J.  SaHar^B  draft  on  J.  Saltar^  • 
<^19.  Lisfrrf  Owners. 


PKB9.   BiSBD  T^  gPBlKER  OF  AflSBlffBLT)  1780^ 

.  Among  tbe  Kecommend^tiontf  of  MiP.  8#«rl«,  whett  b#  wewt 
abroad  on  pubMdk  Bus! ness,  the  Couneil  addressed  one  to  the  Hoo« 
Mr.  Adams  one  of  the  Ministers  of  the  United  Btiiles  from  wbom 
we  have  received  tfte  Inclosed  Letters,  As  Mr.  Seario  is  now  Arrivod 
A  there  is  the  greatest  Reason  to  believe  he  will  succeed^  WO  mnsi 
dall  the  seridos  Attidiitidft  of  tke  Hon.  Hoastf  tO'piovide  Menur  to 

•fict^doLKee.,yer^Xn;,i^.i5iti  •   .    >         ' 


Mppotrt'  tiie  Ehig»«im6iit»  info  wfaioii  Be  *  may  probably  ^nter.  la 
this  aa  well  aa  ouer  Transaoiieita  of  tW  eame  Natan;  tbofdbRe 
¥Mk  u  A0«  oolj  aaorediy  j^lec^ged  bi|t  the  Namee  of  Qendaattn 
are  held  forth  in  aaoh  a  Manner  aa  muat  give  thei^.ibe:  gnitet 
Goncerny  ahoold  there  be  any  Failure  or  nnneoeeaary  |Majia 
performing  what  the  late  House  ao  solemnly  promised.  An  Orf 
of  writing  Mr.  Searle  will  present  in  a  few  Days  which  we  hopd 
will  be  improved  so  aa  to  enable  tbe  President  to  inform  him  wluU 
hat  b|8  to  depeQ4  o%  aa  the  Butrn^i*  u  rf  «Mh  a  Nature  aa  to  re« 
qnire  it  ahonld  be  hoqoorablv  aupported  or  in^mediately  relinquiahed. 
We  also  take  this  Ocoasion  to  lay  before  the  Hon.  House  the  Tenai 
on  which  Mr.  Seaiile  is  gone  and  we  doubt  Qot  hia  Fidelity  A  Saeom 
^ill  be  equal  to  liis  Disinterestedness,  as  he  bas  ever  shown  him* 
self  an  honest  Servant  of  the  pnblick,  &  a  ainoere  Friend  to  the 
Gonstitutioni  &  Government  of  the  State. 

1  bave  the  Honour  to  be  Siry 

Yonrobed.  Hbble.  8eT« 


Novr.  27th,  1780. 


jr.BEED, 


BKTEic^iXQiif  AHP  ilsauL4Tip;»8  BsepscTiNa  Suppijis  to 
FfiisoNSRS  AT  N.  y,  1780, 

Copy. 

Restrictions  and  Regnlatioas  nader  which  His  ExcettaieySir 
Henry  Clinton  will  allow  Ibe  IbUowuag  Artiolee  of  Ajntsnoai  pro* 
duoe  to  be  sent  into  New  York,  from  the  diflferent  Provinces,  to  be 
disposed  of  by  the  Commissary  that  may  be  appointed  by  Oenenl' 
Washington  tcfeaidejo  Nsfw  Yi>rk; 

The  Moneys  arising  from  the  Sales  to  be  applied  by  tJie  Gov* 
missary  under  the  direction  of  Lwat*  6eo.  Bobertsony  towanis  the 
discharge  of  the  debts  already  Contracted  by  the  Ameriean  Offieers» 
Prisoners  of  war  on  Long  Island,  as  well  as  for  their  more  deeent 
support  during  their  Captivity." 

Shoulit  the'  pir^nee  seift  io  by  any  of  the  Provii|cep  amount  to 
more  than  what  may  be  necessary  to  answer  the  above  purpoies  of 
their  respective  officers;  such  overplus  the  Commissary  will  fas 
aUowed  Io  ipvest  in  eofth  ardoies  of  Britisb  and  Bflist  India  Maan- 
fiietures*  aa  may  hie  approved  of  by  X^  General  Bobertson  who  will 
grantthe  o^cessniy  VermiasiQns  for  the  ^anrying  ^ut  of  the  flame; 
48  the  Cemqaiesary  will  b^  -iqndi^  Oatii^  not  totfiead  oi^  Specie  Oa 
any  ncooimt.  .  - ,  , 

,  Grain  and.rooM.oC'  aU.SQitSj  ETfy  J(  Cyd,er  tojbe  sold  out  of  the 
Vessels  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  directed  by  the  CommsDdant 
at  the  Current  pricfl^.bii|t,ii9?|Br.  ^  ej^o^  tb^  regulated  Prices. 


YSNNBYLYANIA  AHeBZTIS  ITSQl  tN 

Flour  to  be  fold  by  tbe  Barrel  ont  of  the  Yenels,  at  the  aTerage 
prioes  of  that  article  as  it  maj  then  be  fixed  by  the  Chamber  of 
Oomnlerde  for  the  Regulatiag  of  the  assize  of  bread,  bat  never  to 
ezeeed  the  Regulated  Prioe. 

live  Stoeky  Beef,  Pork,  Timberi  Boards,  Seantling,  Lumber, 
Hemp,  Pilefa,  Tar  and  Iron,  to  be  sdd  at  Pabliok  Sale,  without  any 
limitation  of  Priee. 

When  any  of  tbe  above  mentioned  articles  are  to  be  B6nt  from  the 
Ph>VHiees,  the  Oommissaiy  at  New  York  must  be  Informed  of  tbe 
name,  bnild  and  Bnrthen  of  the  Yessel  that  is  to  carry  them  t!ie 
If  asters  tame,  the  number  of  the  Grew,  and  ^e  quality  oi  th<i 
Cargo  that  he  may  obtain  from  Lieuteoant  General  Robertson  the 
Beeessary  papers 'and  Permissions  to  enable  her  to  prooced  to  New 
York. 

Every  Yessel  emnloyed  in  this  way  mnst  Carry  a  white  Flag. 

The  Oapfain  ef  all  such  Yessels  must  go  on  board  the  first  guard 
Ship,  and  receive  en  board  an  officer  who  will  deliver  his  Letter  for 
the  Qommissary  to  the  Commandant,  w%o  will  order  a  Guard  on 
beard  to  prevent  the  Crew- Landing  or  having  any  intereourse  with 
the  Inhalkants. 

The  Captains  and  Crews  of  suoh  Yessels,  are  bdther'to  carry  outy 
•r  faring  in  siuy  letters  but  the  Oommissarys  respee^ng  the  Oai^. 

When  the  Ycssel  is  tmkmded  proper  Permission  wiU  be  g^ven  fotf 
bef  departure. 

When  Live  Cattle  are  to  be  drove  in  by  Kings  bridge,  the  Gom^ 
liksavy  mnst'  apply  4o  Lt.  General  Robertson  for  a  protection  for 
brineing  the  same  to  East  Chester,  or  to  Colonel  Pbllfpe  housev 
vrbiM  protection  must  mention  the  names  of  the  drivers,  and  the 
nnmber  and  kind  of  Cattle;  to  which  places  the  said  Commissary 
must  upon  a  day  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  send  out  proper 
Perscfti  te  drive  the  same  in  from  the  aixive  mentioned  Plaecji, 
where  the  first  Drivers  are  te  be  discharged  and  the  ProteeUon  that 
was  granted  for  the  Drove  to  be  deliver^  to  the  perions  sent  out 
by  the  Commissary. 

(Signed,) 

JAitES  ROBERTSON, 
W.  PHILIPS  Major  General. 
8.  BIROH,  Brigr.  General, 

"^  &  Commandant, 

AND.  ELLIOT,  Supr.  Gene. 
New  York,  29  November,  1780. 


(fi»  PBKNBIXYINIA  ABCHTinS  ITML 

MiNisTEE  OP  France  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Sit, 

WheD  you  did  me  the  hooor  to  oome  to  mj  hoase,  with  the  Ytoi 
President  of  the  state,  your  Excellency  told  me  that  jw  was  abi4 
to  produce  maay  proofe  to  suppeit  the  oompkiBtg  which  ym  had  to 
make  againat  Mr.  Holker,  &  particularly  a  Letter  from  hin  to 
Arnold  wbiehi  gives  occasion  to  believe  that  tb^  had  bobm  oooi* 
meroial  Interests  or  Connections  togetheri  I  understood  yo«  thai 
when  Mr.  Hdker  should  return  here  you  would  like  tp  have  a 
Conference  with  him  I  being  pceseq}  and  tb|it  you  would  ezplaia 
your  groupds  of  offence  &  hear  his  Justifications. 

Having  beard  nothing  further  of  the  afur  I  supposed  that  the 
persons  f  ho.  had  mentioned  the  proo£s  to  you  had  nat  foraiahtd  you 
with  them,  k  I  thought  myself  obliged  to  eommuaioate  the  husia^ 
to  Mr.  Holl^er,  &  aoqwnt  him  with  your  guspicioasy  reenwMfnewdiog 
it  ta  him  to  ooodaat  himself  with  the  Respeet  whic^  he  oaght  to 
the  first  Magistrate,  ^  to  take  no' part  in  the  political  Affiura  idiieb 
iphappily  divide  tiie  Gitiseas^  of  thia  dUte* 

Mr.  Majrbois  having  informed  me  of  the  CoovexsatioB  which  ha  had 
^ith  yon  yeet^rday  I  thought  I  could  aot  too  a^oo  aoqu^int  yo^,  ihit  I 
am  ready  when  you  judge  proper,  to  come  to  your  nouse,  with  Mk« 
Holker,  A  to  hear  the  (^arrat  that  yoa  may  have  to  prefer  against 
him  hopiAg  that  actuated  ay  similar  Motives^  you  will  alao  heu 
what  reasons  he  may  have  to  urge  in  his  defenae. 

If  after  such  Gonversatioa  you  shall  not  think  that  he  has  justified 
himself  &  that  there  are  matters  which  in  my  quality  of  MiriiBter  ef 
franoe,  I  can  judge  o^  I  ^iU  do  it  immediately. 

As  to  any  objects  with  respeet  to  which  we  may  not  eonens  14 
sentiment,  yom  will  be  so  £^)od  as  to  forward  yous  Oomphdnta  ta 
your  Minister  in  Fraiie^,  ^Iwmj  paft  will.trai^umt  Mc  Holken 
defence. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  eonduct  myself  with  the  same 
Impartiality  in  this  businesSi  whieh  I  hope  you  have  observed  me  to 
maintain  in  every  thing  that  has  passed  in  this  State  since  I  have 
had  iind  honor  to  reside  in  it.  *  » 

I  am  with  Conrtderatfoo  &  Respect, 

Sir  your  very  humble  &  very  obedient  Servant, 

The  Chevalier  of  Luxeme. 
IndorBedf 

November  30th;  1780. 
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BflBQlDiHMI  OS  Comftsss,  1780U 

In  CoBfsresi,  Norr.  M>S  1780. 

BeiolTQdIy  Tbfti  iibe  iveomiimcM  to  the  Bereiwl  StaAM,  iaumedi^ 
•Aelj  ti  brfiNnii  tka  eoamiuBfy  dtneimi  and  deputy  €#mmiMiry  of 
Mm  lianM  4rf  Ikeinprioetpal  A^peafr  or  CJomniiarioiier  tespeetipely  fof 
•Qlipl^iag  the  Annj>  Md  .to^iblige  them  to  give  iafpraution  frani 
time  to  tifloe-to  Ibe  Covttiaierjr  Gka'  or  tbe^p'y  GommiiBteyi  with 
tlio  8oi|theai  AttI^  t»tliteiu»  majhe,  oi  their  piospeetayA  boir 
iw  Ikejr  shall  be  ablA  to  ooaaply  nith  theic  leqaieitiona. 

Thai  ihQ  ImStook^  In  be  fwoiehed  by  the  edveBal  fitalee,  be 
delivered  to  such  store  keepers,  within  eeoh  State  at  aoah  thoesf . 
and  in  such  quantities  as  the  ConuDiesary.GeB'  or  the  deputy  Cqm- 
missary  shall  direct^  under  the  reguiatioQs  contained  in  the  Act  of 
Congress  of  the  15<^  July  last,  for  the  delivery  of  all  other  public 
property. 

Eztraot  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Jambs  Duanb  to  PaBS.  Rbbd,  1780. 

•  •  .  .  ' 

Philadelphia,  80^  November,  1780. 

I  am  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  your  good  opinion.  I  shall 
IMver  be  in  daagey.^rf  loffeikiilg  it  by  mattreatiag  a  dvU  oSoer. 

SoBMief  thf  Delfi^tteeof  V iiginia and  Nen  ¥oris  biied  the  Henstf 
fa  which  we  live :  and  it  ie  altogether  a^pi^opifAted  to  the  AAoomo^ 
Ration  of  U'  Maddiaw»  Hr  M^t  M'  Sh^p  aad  myaelf— 7bia  mom-i 
lag  I  mm  haatilf  ealkd  hoaie  from  my  Da^  in  GoagMi.  Ch)» 
bouae  wa9  eatipred  and  beset  by  a  deputy  sheriff  and  hia  notm  ao 
Fiadiag  that  they  had  ao  erioiiBal  prooese  to  exeoatc^  1  forwaroed 
them  at  their  peril,  not  to  enter  o^  apartment  or  toueh  any  of  mjH 
JliOSscte^  I  e^kJEned  o^r  j^blick  Gberaeleia  PriviledgM  aiid.  efteli>* 
aive  Right  to  occupy  that  Honn^;  Attd  tmrnediately  tepaifad.  to  my 
2)4iity:iii^€^grass.  Xhe  oOoev  tt^'  al  Uberty,  afiev  fte  lOattAion  I 
bad  given  biniy  tovise  bis^Qwn  IliiscfveUoay  thought  fiKio  follow  and 
^new  the  Copi|ei]0i|t]^j  tfaje.piarport  of  which,  od  ay  pavt>  was  nor 
moire  than  to  recommei^d  \m  to  take  advice  bebre  be  proeeeded 
fdi^ber  ;  lor  be.  appealed  to  me  to  be  Ignorant  of  his  I>aty«  .  Nothing 
then  can  be  n^e  tptfae  than  that  I  eiQ^ced  him  the  slightest  iqjiury: 
by  word  or  action.  From  a  Gom^^laint  so  destitute  of  foundation, 
18  it  not  to  be  suspected  that  this  attempt  to  execute  a  Process 
against  Objects^  of  yrhicfa  neither  the  officer  nor  any  with  him,  appeared 
to  have  tbe  leak  knowledge  was  eakalatcd  for  the  mischievouu  pur- 
poeerof  ezeitii|g  diitorbaaoe  ;^^d  giving  affront  J 

27* 
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Permit  me,  Sir,  to  add,  that  in  my  opinion  the  ReasonB  for  pio- 
teoting  in  all  siitietts,  tbe  Penobs  fi^aeea  Jb  Bftets  of  foieiga 
Ambusadors  apply  with  at  least  eqaal  Force  to  the  Members  who 
constitate  the  general  Gofernoient  of  the  United  States.  Shall 
their  apartments  be  vntmded  iatO)  their  papers  be  exposed,  and  their 
Sfieeta  aeiied  in  a  etril  Case  too  with  whieh  they  have  no  ooniieotioa 
fihall  ttey  be  stripped  of  every  aeeomodation,  and  diaqnaMied  froa 
onrsning  the  cfeat  Duties  of  iheir  Mission  t  Shall  tl»ere  be  Boiednei 
bat  thvo'  a  tedions  Oonrse  of  Law  in  which  at  the  Exflense  of  th«r 
Independanee,  and  of  the  Sovreignty  vepeseated  in  their  pemai, 
they  must  submit  to  be  suitors  f  It  is  easy  to  see  that  a  OoremaieBt 
thus  constituted  must  be  incompetent  to  the  great  Pnrpeses  of 
-pubiiek  fla£»ty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respect 

Sir,  your  Exoellency's 

most  Obedient  humble  Servant, 

JA-  DUANE. 
Direciedy 

His  Excellency  Preudent  Reed. 


Col.  Ephraim  Blainb  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Philada.  Ist  December,  1780. 


V 


By  a  resolution  of  Oongress  passed  last  Tuesday  all  the  Artifoen 
in  this  State  are  ordered  to  Carliate,  and  I  am  directed  to  prepare  a 
Ms|;aiiae  of  Salt  lY^visioas  for  their  Support  The  qoandty  of 
Flout  and  Rye  Spsnts  which  you  have  directed  the  Commissioners 
of  that  Oount^  to  Parohase  will  be  sufficient  for  their  GoDvumptioD, 
but  Meat  will  be  immediately  wanting;  have  therefon  to  request 
your  BxceReneydc  Council  not  only  to  make  Provision  for  tint 
Post,  but  add  two  hondred  Barrels  as  a  Magaaine  for  the  use  of 
Northumberland  County  in  case  the  Indfans  should  make  any 
attempt  upon  the  Frontier  settlements^ 

UndMnkeatfe  you  have  an  Sstimate  of  the  quantity  of  Prevniotf 
necesnry  for  the  State  Gonsunfption  until  the  1st  of  July  nextr- 
this  ought  immediately  to  be  proeured  whQe  Beef  is  |4enty;  if 
deUmd  it  will  eoat  the  State  one  third  more. 

Your  Excellency  wilt  see  the  necessity  of  the  meamrCi  and  I 
make  &»  doubt  adopt  Ways  k  means  to  answer  the  demimd. 
I  have  the  Honor 

to  be  very  respectfdly 
.    your  JB^oeU^neiee  most  Obed*  scrvS 
BPH.  BLAINB,  0.  G.  P. 


MDrNffrLVANUL  ABOHITIS  KM.  til 


Siiisftie  of  IVDviaioat  wbemmry  fw  tk*  OoflnmpCmi  aft  tbe  Potfti 
in  this  Stole. 

Poeii.  PonndB  fmh  Beef  for-      Bbli.  mU  ProTmap 

Miihdeipliiliy 

Kttelmivh,  Ao., 

Carlisle, 

ditto  for  €iimberiuid, 

iianoMtofi 

ftettdiag^ 

120,000  1,770 

GommenoiDg  the  let  loBtaot  wad  eliding  30  Jonej  1781. 

pyiada.,  1  Deoember,  1780. 

N.  B.  Tbe  Consamption  at  the  Post  of  Carlisle  wITI  he  one  hnlf 
inore  than  mentioned  above,  owing  to  the  Artificers  being  Ordcr'd 
there  from  Phihda.  since  the  Estimate  was  made. 

His  Ezcelletiey  Joseph  Bead,  lisqnire,  Bresenft. 


nx\>flDmjB. 

tut  162  Oaj*. 

6(HM0 

76» 

97,000 

842 

12,000 

16S 

200 

16,000 

too 

60 

6,000 

76 

Wk.  West,  Jb.,  to  Pbss.  Bbsd,  1780. 

December  1. 1780. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  a  Phwiamation  issued  against  me  by  the  Exeen- 
tive  Council  of  this  State.     I  am  now  arriv^  in  thb  Place  and 
am  rcAdj  to  wait  on  Council  when  they  think  pM)per. 
I  am  with  due  Bespect 

jonr  no^  hble  Serranty 

W-  WEST,  Jun'r.* 


To  His  Excellency^  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  President  of  the  State 

of  Pennsylvania. 

,    «  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  658,  and  p.  6d9of  tliif. 


•tt        £Bf NsmucmA  ABGHm  tm. 

War  Office,  Beer  2*,  1780. 

T4i«  BoMI  tfre^  directed  bj  Gi»Dg#e9i&  have  rll  the  Artifieen  in 
Philadeljllito  aent  to  Carlisle,  irUi^ti  will  induce  a  ShomAj  4 
immediate  aappliea  of  ProTiaieBfl  being  collected  ^  tba^  Fqit 
capable  of  anbaisting  from  250  ta;dOO  If  en,  Officers  inclnded.  1^% 
services  el  the  Artilcers  are  exceedingly  wanlyri'  Iq  pis^pate  Uv  tha 
next  Campaign.  Tbej  have  beeo  j&^ftentlj  idle  for  WiMit  of  Pf» 
visions,  wlierebj  much  Loss  &  Dissappointment  have  ensu^.  W« 
have  diredted  the  Commissary  Getafatof  Purchases  to  take  mapflBM 
for  preveniiag-the  like  Inconvenieficiea  for  the  future  by  laying  up 
ample  suppUeA  in  the  Magazines^  He  informs  us  that  he  has  bo 
other  Met^na  pf  doing  it  than  by  calling  in  the  Purchases  for  tbe 
State  of  Pennsilvania.  '  As  the  se&son  is  so  far  'advanced  that  there 
is  Danger  of  the  Susquehannah  being*  finadvilii  loa^  ft  ^  PsMge 
tver  tJbe  .same  intevruf^ed,  ^  ihe  Artificer^  cannot  madently  be 
ordered,  to  Carlisle  uat|l  toe  Board  are  ascertained .  qf  tnere  being 
rrovisions  at  the  FosL  lee  are  induced  to  request  your  ExcelleDcj 
&  the  Honble.  Council  "to  give  pointed  Orders  to  the  proper  Officer 
to  lay  in  an  immediate  supply  of  Provisions  at  Carlisle  agisaeablata 
the  Request  of  tho  Comaissary  General  of  Purcbaaea. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  {he  greatest  Respect 
joir  y/fiTj  ^bed.  senmnt^ 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
*  ^  By  Order. 

. .  On  Pt*li^  Serviae*,  .  . 

His  Exoelleney  The  President  pf  Paqn^lvaaia. 
(War  Office.) 


.1.  ,   J' 
S^MK,  QOKTBR  TO  PrBS.   BbBD,  1780. 

Sunbury,  December  2d^l780. 

Agreeable  to  your  Orders  to  me,  dated  the  14th  of  October  iasti 
I  have  stoped  some  Flower  that  was  drawn  from  the  Commiasionera 
of  Cumberland.  County  for  the  use  of  the  Post  ait  Wyomin*  Suppose 
it  has  created  me  Enimys  in  that  Quarter,  nevertheless  I  intend  to 
Act  up  to  your  Orders  untill  Countermanded.  It  seems  a  little 
strange  to  me  that  they  can  be  supplied  with  Provisions  at  that 
Post  when  we  cannot  get  any  from  these  Countys^  as  you  will  see 


1$  thd  tookMDd  Coo;  #f  ^  Iett#r  I  B«oeiii94  imAj  kfm  GeL  Batki^ 
([QiniiNiid^uig  aft  Wyoaiii«  I  iKMikl  ho  Veij  dMiraomi  j»v  £x«i|iT 
^Mft^  WQ«ld  iafocm .  JQM  haw  I  Aaii  bebM?e  ia  Bc^piMrd  of  IboM^ 
UtoiM  CuL  l^ltl9«  wdiea  WAntiop  i»f  k  Ocdered  there  by  CpngreM* 
I  eouU  wah  JtiUi^l  my  kmnti  ilm  diapi^e  beftm^n  ^  itaU  ftod 
C!^n^e«jb  w^  iimio^y  soitded,  niid  m  £hi  »  way  «b  «oiU<i  b^ 
&llen  appon  to  bring  About  tbiff  mattfir  would  be#to  b«rBABegif 
meat  of  the  Pennsylvania  lineatattoned  tbeif,  and  tboee  belonging 
to  Gonneoticat  call'd  of  to  Gamp,  as  there  is  some  of  our  own  troops 
thefe  aWedy/ twelve  ol  Col.  ProctN»  men  and  twenty  or  thirty  of 
Shots'tf  Gore,  so  that  there  might  be  a  probability  of  GairiaoDiuf 
that  Post  by  Troops  belonging  to  our  own  State  ;  as  I  am  inforiaea 
there  is  encouragement  ^veu  by  the  inbfibitants  of  Wyomih  for 
more  setUers  to  go  there  to  be  under  tb^  OoTtprmetrt  of  GtnineoticUt, 
which  will  enable  them  in  the  End  to  contend  with  us  as  to  prope»ty. 
Gaptaiu  Robinsoii  JO^kes  but  poor  Progress  in  Reorutei|ig  his 
Company  of  Rungers ;  he  has  got  but  seven  as  yet,  and  tells  ine  he 
e&aet  fet  any  more  for  the  Bounty  he  is  allowed  to  offer.  As  others 
Reeruteing  for  the  Gontinental  service  gives  three  half  Johanes's  he 
would  be  desireons  to  know  if  Council  would  allow  him  to  offer  the 
same  Bounty  to  them  he  Recruies  doreing  the  war. 

The  Lancaster  Militia  that'  is  now  doing  duty  here  their  times 
will  Expire  the  17th  Inst. ;  (and  they  deserve  Honori  both  Officers 
and  Privets,  for  their  Good  beheavour  in  the  Gounty ;)  as  seme 
siimU  Posts  ef  Genseqnence  to  oa  witt  he  left  vacant  whea  tbey 
■Mureh  off  I  would  be  desiraeus  to  know  if  yomr  ikoellMwy  wouU 
Qiwiinek  Oideis  to  Garrison  them  with  seme  of  our  own  ailitAa  in 
ease  nk>  more  is  Ordesed  heie  horn  semeof  tiie  intsneui  Gouniyi 
ftbtt  wister. 

lamB' 

.with  every  sentisMBft  ef  Esteem 

your  BxseUeiic/s  meet  obed* 
&rvery  Uomb'ServS 

BAM'L  HUNTER,  h.  N.  0. 

Directed f 

His  Exc^lleMy  jToseph  Roed^  Esqr.,  PMsleui  of  the  Suprww 
SzeeaCive  Gotfneil,  Philadelphia, 

By  Col.  North- 

•   ••      '       ^  — i  • 

Col.  Zsbulon  BtrtLBB  to  Ool.  Samubl  Humtbb,  17S0« 

Garrison  Wyomin.  25th  Nov.  1780. 
Sir,  -^  • 

This  WAita  OD  you  to  know  if  your  Orders  with  Bcpeot  to  stopiog 
Provisions  comeing  to  this  poet  continues  in  force.  We  have  leatly 
Received  one  Hundred  Head  Of  Gattle  from  Pennsylvania  by  Order 
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•r  Oongrm  for  Che  use  o#  tlits  peet^  and  aa  Order  on  Ae  OoMiiv* 
Monen  of  Oittberland  Ootfaty  for  fomriy  Barrels  of  Fkmer  and  for 
aotiie  I^**  which  I  Bxpoot  to  send  for  0OO&  proWdeing  it  oan  oo»e, 
Imt  it  wHl  be  taeedless  to  flond  if  yoo  mUBt  atop  tt  Ycmr  anairer 
hy  the  hearelr,  and  let  me  know  what  I  taaj  depend  on,  (aa  the 
Beaaon  of  the  year  Reqairee  heittt  in  Proeming  P^oviiioitB  for  fltk 
Post;)  wiH  aerre  tlie  Pnbiidk  k  mooh  oblige 
j»  Hum*  Serv*, 

ZBBULON  BUTLEK,  Col  Comd. 

Pablick  Service. 

Col'  Sam>  Hunter,  L.  If,  Cj  at  Sunborj. 
.   fixprosB. 

N.  B.  The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  what  Col.  Builer  writea  i 


PlLES^  Ebbd  to  Gov.  Livingstok,  ,1780. 

Sir,  , 

Axmof  die  Papeta  tnnamitted  your  Bxeellr  tfaia  Week  was  dw 
InfomttiMi  of  Jamea  SteelmaA  voluntarily  given  me  last  Sitndaj^^ 
in  the  Baginniog  of  the  Week  it  was  redoeed  to  fbrm  &  on  Thanra- 
dsy  Isst  ba  attended  agaiu'^t  waa  lead  to  him  &  he  pxepoaed  aonaa 
Alterations  &  Additions  not  very  material,  these  were  madSi  Ae 
whole  was  agreed  to,  &  he  was  about  qualifying  ta  il  when  I  waa 
suddenly  called  off  ft  be  was  taken  back  to  Prison.  As  the  Matter 
was  in  this  forwaidneasA  an  Szpress  offered  to  go  to  Trenton,  I  sent 
it  among  the  other  Pftpef8>  not  expecting  he  would  have  varied  or 
heeltated-r-But  this  Day  being  brought  before  us  he  scruplea  to 
swear  to  it,  neither  will  he  point  out  the  Alterations  he  would  have 
mkde,  but  was  requested  to  draw  up  his  own  State  of  the  Matter  ia 
Writing,  which  I  dhall  inclose  if  sent  in  lime  to  go  by  ^is  Opp'. 
But  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  inform  your  BxoeII>^  immediately  ef 
the  Matter.  I  must  also  add  that  Mr.  Ball  has  been  at  the  Fecry  & 
Bich'  Price  in  Town  yesterday,  which  may  perhaps  Cccoont  for  this 
Conduct,  and  more  especially  as  they  seem  to  be  too  much  counte- 
naneed  by  some  Persona  ia  the  Oity.  ^' 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most  Obeil.  Hbbl.  Serv., 

JOS.  B£BD. 


PEMNSYLTANIA  IROHIVBS  1780.  «S5 

•    '    Kmoumoix  w  Ooif^itfisc^  178^ 

In  Congress,  Dee'  4A,  1780. 
Kesehr0d/ 

Tbst  Thomas  Smith  and  Ricbard  Bache  be  appointed  Com  mis* 
sioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, — either  of  them  to  endorse 
Che  Bills  that  shall  be  emitted  bj  the  State  of  Pensjtvania  pursuant 
to  (he  JKesolution  of  Congress  of  the  IStfa  of  March  last 
Extract  firom  the  Minutesi 

CHA.  THOMSON,  See'y* 


Pris.  t>F  CoNQRESd  TO  PiiB$.  Bkbd,  1780. 

Circular. 

Phihdelphia,  December  4, 1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Exeellencj  wil  reeem  hetewith  enelopcd,  the  Copy  of  an 
Act  of  Oong^ess  of  the  80tfa  Ult",  reoommettding  to  the  aevonl 
StaUes  mmediaiely  to  inform  the  Commissary  Oeneial  ^Ooll.  Bphraim 
Bbine)  of  the  Deputy  Conmuss^ry,  that  is  wlwre  ne  auto  to  thu 
Southward,  of  the  Names  ol  the  prinoipal  Agent  or  OomnissioBei 
in  the  respective  States  for  snpplying  the  Amy,  and  to  oblige  them 
to  give  Ilvfonnatioa  from  Time  to  Time  to  the  Commissary  General, 
or  his  Deputy  with  the  southern  Army  as  the  Case  may  be^  of  their 
Proqpsota  of^  complying  with  the  requisitions  made  to  them  or  the 
respective  States. 

The  live  Stock  to  be  furnished  by  the  several  States,  is  to  be  de- 
livered to  such  Store  keepers  withm  each  State  at  such  Times  &  in 
sueh  Quantities  m  the  Convmiasary  General  or.Depoty  Comsaissary 
shall  direct,  under  the  regulations  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of  Ji^Iy 
last 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  etery  Sentiment  of  Esteem  &  respect, 

your  Excellency's 
most  obedt  &  most  hbble  Servant» 
BAM.  HUNTINGDON,  President.* 

Directed^ 

His  SxeeUencj  the  President  of  Pennsylvania* 

•  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  5G3. 
t  See  CoL  Bee,  VpL  Xli.,  p.  568. 
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Pbbs*  Hm  TO  am.  AmisfMiKi^  &€^^  1780. 

I  have  understood  with  no  small  snrprise  that  some  Pmom  it 
Carlisle  have  represented  that  when  the  Commissioners  wese  at  tbat 
Place  I  intimated  in  Conversation  that  the.  Lots  &  other  EftCate 
formerly  belonging  to  the  Proprietaries  were  open  to  the  Occupancy 
df  any  Persons  who  might  ohuse  to  locate  them,  to  be  paid  for  here^ 
after — And  in  Gonsequeticd'  a  Number  of  Persons  have  taken  Vo^ 
session  of  Lots  &  Lands  in  k  ttboitt  the  Towtt,  And  also  that  tira 
MiKtia  wer^  to  be  mvifqv  ^.lyhole  Toar  of  Duty  tho  they  were  not 
in  Service  more  than  half  the  Time.  I  totally  disclaim  such  Senti- 
ments as  equally  false  in  theflnrelrer  &  injurious  to  me,  &  am  son 
none  such  Hf\  mm  me  ia  OfnyiMrsatioa  or  otharwisey  m  Opiaioa 
being  totally  contrary^  and  I  think  upon  observing  sonie  intnudoni 
near  the  Town  Spot  I  mentioned  to  several  Gentlemen  my  Opinion 
of  them  as  such.  Some  Time  after  my  Return  a  Person  came  down 
to  me  evrnplaiaing  tlyit  being:  drove  off  by  the  Indians  he  had  huilt 
a  small  Hut  on  the  Common,  &  that  some  Gentlemen  of  the  Town 
were  disturbing  him.  I  absolutely  refused  to  give  him  any  Oouttte- 
■anee,  ob  the  odtet  Brnki  I  toM  ham  thatl.Teary  ibuek  approved 
ike  Oon(kiot  of  the.  Gentkmen  as  doitig  Jnatioe  to  ihe  State  &  la 
thenseltes;  &  itit  a  Line  in  wiuoh  I  hope  yon  will  peiaevcte.  As 
aty  improper  a  Ubb:  was  made  of  my  Name  on  tbiaOccasioD  I  thoogfat 
k  ny  D«ty  to  eomterAct  it  as  aoon  ds  pos8ible-*r&  am 
with  muoh  Est^m,  Gent., 

your  Obed.  Hbhi.  fiervt: 
Indor$edf 

1780^  Der  4tb»  To  Qenoral  Jofaa  AriMtreng^  John  HontgoMryi 
Esq^  and  Colonel  John  Davis. 


Gov.  Wir,  LrviNGBTON  to  Pkes.  Botd,  1780, 
.  •  •    ' 

*"  Trenton/ 5  Deer.,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  JBjteelleqoy's  Letter*  Qntbe  Snbjeet  of  the 
eommercial  intercourse  between  several  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Penn- 
sylvania &  New  Jersey  with  the  SSnem^  at  New  York,  &  the  Papen 
*  &  affidavits  which  accompanied  it.  Warrants  were  immediately 
issUcd.ag'  the  offendeis  iu  this  Statp,  &  we  hope  to  break  up  the  knot 
Among  the  Delinquents  committed  in  Philadelphia,  I  am  jnformd 
there  is  one  Joshua  Bunting,  a  Citizen  of  this  State,  who  ia  said  hf 
his  Friends,  who  af^ply  i«  meitahki  b^alf;  to  be  oenfinajt  for  an 
offence  supposed  to  be  committed  in  this  State;  &  if  so,  I  presume 

«8eepaasU24. 


.the  Authority  of  Pennsylvania  woatd  have  no  objection  to  deliver 
1|]m  up  to  an  officer  of  tbis  State  to  be  sent  for  that  purpose.  If  he* 
is  charged  with  an  ofl^nce  perpetrated  in  your  Oomuionlrcalth,  he  is 
doubtless  atnenable  to  it:  ft  wiif  your  Excellency  excuse  me  foif 
desiridg  the  favour  of  your  acquainting  me  miih  the  real  eircum<« 
stances  of  his  case?  I  have  the  Honour  to  be^  with  great  Respect; 
Your  lUcenencies  most  obedient 
&  very  humble  Seryt> 

WIL.  LIVIIWMTON. 
pirectedf  .  , 

Hk  £xogU^<^  Josfiph  lUed^  E^q.^  President  of  the  Supreme^ 
<3et0ii4ivo  CdB&eil  of  (W  Uommonwoailh  of  Pep&sylyimiai  &q.^-^ 


Col.  '  Saiil.  Irwin  to  IPrbs.  Rebd,  1780.      . 

Maj  it  plean  yo«r  Sxeelleaey : . 

Whei^as,  In  the  mo^tfa  of  Au^rusiy  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
BBventy  Nine — ^When  Fort  iVoeland;  on  the  West  Branch  of  the  Sus- 
quehfltnnahi^  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British  and  Savage  Enemies,  a 
large  lumber  ef  Hte  of  my  Battalion  marched  to  the  relief  of  the 
Frontiers  of  that  Country,  And  parvued  the  Storaiy  as  Ihr  aa  Wal- 
lace's Fort,  and  some  to  Eell  Town^  on  J^ay  Comman — as  the  County 
ted  SiilKLieutenaiite'aQowed  us  to  give  all  poasfbfe  enooafagement  to 
the  Men  that  would  tifhi  out  on  that  Akumng  Kmergenoy,  and  thai 
they  should  be  allowed  a  sufficient  Gompenaitkm  for  their  tMd4  & 
service  out  of  their  next  Tour  of  Duty,  if  not  a  full  Tour ;  an^ 
Whereas,  Men  of  this  Battalion  has  never  received  attber  of  tipe 
or  money,  It  has  Caused  a  great  deal  of  Uneasiness  to  the  good 
people  of  this  Battalion — I  wodtd  begg  leave  to  lay  their  Case  before 
your  Excejten^y  ai)«l  .QDuaeilf  hopeiog  yep  wiit/ Take. them  into 
oonsideration,  as  our  present  County  a  Sub-Lieutenants  say  they 
eannot  do  any  thing  in  the  matter  as  was  before  their  Appoiot^ 
wiepiar  the  prtqettt  Law  took  plaee-  It  was  agreed  upon  by  a  Ma- 
j^ity:o£.tjba  Offi<9eni  that  was  ^  that  expedition,  that  thr^e  weeka 
iKHiId,  b(»a.reason&U0  Oo^pensation  of  Time  for  their  Tour  of  Soty^ 
^  they  aaarched.  on  their  own  Expenee.  ,1  will  refeir  the  Case  to 
yottf  ^ceUeiK^  ^GouneiU,  making  no  doubt  but  you  will  give 
every  Indul^nce  to  good  men  that  may  appear  to  you  just  aoct 
agx:eeri)le»  1  fl&y  wi^  all  Bespecti  Sir;  your  Excellency's  Verry 
Humble  Serv^j 

SAM»  IRWm, 
!    ClaL  S  Batt.,  0.  Co'y. 


9f»^        ysfi^KhYiiSiA  ABdnxwa  um 


Sir, 

^  I  would  further  Crave  the  Attention  of  jour  EzoelleDej  ud 
Gouocily  in  behalf  of  three  of  the  withia  mentioned  Volunteen,  who 
fell  in  the  three  last  ^larching  Claaee  to  go  out ;  they  showed  their 
IJeual  Willingness  and  Readiness  to  Espouse  their  Country's  Cumd^ 
and  enrolled  themselves  with  the  Marching  Officers^  Yet  at  the 
same  time  declared  it  out  of  their  power  to  march  for  some  few  daji 
after  the  Company  sett  off — ^But.  sent  their  Bi^ggage  along,  and  thej 
wo^ld  take  horses  lomepart  of  the  Way ;  and  as  there  would  be  hot 
three  in  Company,  they  hoped  to  overtake  the  Rest  of  the  Ootnptoj 
in  Lancaster  or  Philadelphia  at  furthest,  and  with  their  Captain't 

Esrmission  they  stayed  behind,  and  hearing  the  Militift  was  sloped  in 
aneaster,  they  stayed  a  few  days  longer  than  otherwiae  they  wtM 
have  done,  and  after  marched ;  but  before  they  arrived  at  Ijinnitpr, 
the  Militia  were  Dismissed,  and  the  Sub  Lieutenant  says  It  is  oat  of 
his  power  to  make  them  do  any  thiv^  Else  than  pay  the  full  fise, 
without  the  direotion  of  CounciU,  as  there  ia  no  precept  in  law  to  do 
Otherwise.     *  *    * 

I  add  no  more  than  to  show  your  Excellency  and  Council,  that 
they  are  and  Still  have  been  since  the:pr«aent  Ooatesty  Ijayal  Famnk 
to  their  <3Qnn try,  Men  of  lotegirityi  and  worthy,  your  Notice.. 
I  have  the  Honour  |o  be,  with  all  Respect, 

Tour  Excellencies  most  HumUe  &  Obed'  Servant, 

SAML.  IRWIN. 
Gamherland  Qoml^,  Pec^-  6th,  1780. 

His  SaoeUeooy  Joseph  R^,  Esquice^  President  of  the  Supreoa 
Executive  CouneU,  &o^,  Philadelphia.  •,  ,|. 

HoD'i  by  Col*  Davta* 
Intjforiedf  •     • 

Dec. «;  1780. 


CJoL.  Wbt.  Will  to  Pkw.  Reto,  178(K 

Vrom  some  Conversation  i  have  just  heard,  there  is  a  Certain  Berftf 
Shinn,  Who  is  a  suspitious  Csrntcter,  and  has  a  Vessel  now  Lying 
at  Warder's  Wharf*  Clear'd  for  Boston,  But  her  Cargo  would  Sail 
New  York.  Information  may  be  had  fVom  Coll.  Rice,  at  Kei^gtos, 
&  John  Thompson  Cooper,  near  Peter  Knight.  I  an,  S^,  jwt 
Very  Humbh  Serv*, 

.  WM.  WILL 

Indortedf 

Dec.  6,.178ft..       ,   ,    : 

,:>..«  i^MiCol.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIL,  page  662. 
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pRBS.  OF  CoNaBBSS  TO  Pkbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Deofember  6, 1780. 
Sir, 

Bj  the  enclosed  Copy  of  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  4  Instant,* 
yonr  Excellency  will  be  informed,  that  Thomas  Smith  &  Bichard 
Iraohe  are  appointed  Commissioners  on  the  Part  of  the  United  Statesi 
either  of  them  ta  indorse  the  BilU  that  shall  be  emitted  bj  the 
OommoQwealth  of  Penosjlvamay  porsoant  to  the  Resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  10«*  of  March  last 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  ererj  Sentiment  of  Esteem  &  Regard, 
your  Exoellency's  most  ofaiedt.  &  most  hbble.  Servant. 
SAML.  HUNTINGTON,  Presid*. 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


P&BS.  Rbbd  to  Congrbss,  1780* 

Sir, 

In  Daty  to  the  Unite<}  States  as  well  as  to  the  subjects  of  Penn- 
sylvAoia .  wboee  Interest  are  the  particular  Objects  of  our  Care  we 
baVe  thooght  proper  to  lay  before  the  Hon.  Congress  a  high  Abuse 
of  Office  committed  by  James  Mease  late  Clothier  Qen.  A  William' 
Wo^  JttQ-t  bis  B^uty  or  Appointee  who  in  Conjunction  with  Major 
Gen.  Arnold  did  under  Colour  of  Office  in  the  lear  1778  take  from. 
Sundry  Inhabitants  of  this  City  great  Quantities  of  Merchandize  not 
necessary  for  the  Army  which  were  converted  to  their  private  eknol- 
vment.  M'  West  thought  proper  soon  after  this  Transaction  to  go 
to  England  without  any  publiek  Authority  k  Permission — has  since 
resided  in  S^  Kustatia  k  lately  returned  to  thia  State  in  Consequence 
of  a  Proclamation  issued  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council :  Upon 
being  questtoned  with  Respect  to  the  Transaction  of  Office  above 
referred  to,  he  declared  himself  responsible  to  Congress  &  to  tkem* 
only  lev  his.  Oovduet  therein. 

>  ConeeiTing  that  hia  Sttbunflsion  to  your  Hon*  Body  was  in  this 
laetBaee  pra^ry  we  transmit  an  aMeated  Copy  of  the  Agreement 
entered  into  between  Mess.  Arnold,  Mease  &  West,  the  OrigiBal  of 
wluob  being  ehewn  lb  M'  Weat  he  aeknowlefl^ed^-^  thcM  are  divert 
PesaoBS  in  this  City  ready  ae  we  are  infoniied  to  prove  the  taking 
their  Goods  froB  them  as  before  mentioned. 

-  Ajb  the  Appeal  is  thoa  made  to  Congress  whose  Offieers  the  Par* 
ties  tben  were  we  beg-  Leave  to  sobnut  it  to  their  Wisdoia  k  Jostioe. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Sir, 

Year  Qbed.  Hbble  Serv., 

P.  S.     We  beg  Congress  will  excuse  the  not  sending  the  Original 

of*  the  Agreement  as  there  are  privAto  %ifci  depending  in  which 

it  will  be  •  neoeffnvy  Fieee  of  Evidence  but  it  will  be  deliierad  to. 

their  Otdev  when  neeesmy.  ^ 

'  *  "See  p.  ^35->al80y'  Col.  ftec.,  Vol.  Xtt-i  p.  668.        '  *    '  f  See  ^.  fefil. ' 
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Lt.  Saml.  Bba  to  Pres.  Bbed,  1780. 

MQontbetheli  Noirthampton  CooDtj^  Deoem.  let,  1780. 

Peaf  Sir, 

Affreoable  to  the  orden  reoeived  from  Coaneil  I  have  ordered  oafe 
one  CVuB  of  the  Militia  of  this  Count/,  and  th^y  bave  tonad  out 
past  Expectation,  by  the  beat  acoount  I  have  yet  received  they 
amount  to  upwards  of  three  hundred  Men,  whioh  was  thought  by  a 
number  of  thj  frontier  Injhabitanta  to  be  more  than  necessary  at  tkif 
Season  x)f.  the  year,  Therefore  with  the  advioe  of  the  SabLientenants 
I  have  Diamisaed  the  men  from  diree  Battalions  nntill  farther 
orders,  which  we  suppose  to  be  the  one^half  as  there  is  bat  six  Bat- 
talions in  the  County,  hopeing  your  Excellency  and  Council  may 
approve  thereof. 

I  remain  Sir,  ivitb  doe  respect 

your  Excellencys  Most  Obedient 

and  very  Hbble  8er<, 

BAMUEL  REA,  lieui: 
Directed, 

(On  Public  Service.) 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Becd^  EsquLre^  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania* 

To^th^  Care  of  .      . 

.  Wm,  McFanen,  Esq. . 


Col."  Pak.  Brodhead  to  Beiks.  RSEfD,  1780. 

.  Fort  Pitt,  Dea  8%  178ft. 

Dear  Sit, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  thai  the  Delaware  Cbneil  of 
OoothDokiDg  bavti  declared  war  againt  the  Seneea  Indiana  and  in 
oonaeqoen^  of  their  Declamtimi.  have  already  killed  en^.wanngr  ef 
that  Naiion*  itpon  Frencb  Credit,  &r  which  there  will  deubftieai  be  a 
rataliatien,  and  witb  a  nmdi  qnantiiy  of  Qioods  their  force  mighi  be 
endtely  diverted  from  oar  fhuitier  Settlements. .  The  Indoan  whkh 
was  killed  by  the  Delawatea  belonged  to  a  parly  oounstiiig  of  ei|^ 
who  had  takem  a  Woman  &  two  Chikiron  from  Westmoaehnd  C^- 
tj«  Bikt  aa  the  Dislinrares  did  not  dieoover  any  of  tlie  Priaonen,  ii 
is  probable  they  had  been  pcwvionaly  Bordered.  I  take  this  relation 
from„  a  wUteman,  irhom  I  sent  with  the  Indians  to  observe  their 
Oonduet 

The  Oommiisionef  of  Weatmoraland  informa  ma  thai  he  ia  to 
parebase  7000  Cblknai  of  Whideoy  Joe  thb  Kslrioly  the  order  fiom 
the  Honble  executive  Council  I  presume,,  wns  lo  him  to  eonaply  with 
tl\e  re^uiaitipn  of  his  E^tLcellencgf  the  Commander  in  ohie^  but  if  it 


16  otherwii6|  I  hope  wa  shall  jet  .be  allowed  aome  liquor  which  U 
'fit  to  drink.  Mr.  Perr^  haa  not  in  my  opioioii  aoswered  the  Becom- 
endatioQ  joa  received  in  his  favor,  and  as  it  appears  bj  the  inclosed 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Gov.  Jefferson  that  the  greatest  part  of  the 
inhabitants  on  this  side  the  monntain  are  indisputably  within  our 
8tat#  I  aobmii  to  your  betler  Judgement  whether  it  might  not  be 
proper  to  appoint  a  second  Commissioner  for  what  is  now  called 
Monongalia  &  Tdgba^atiia. 

Oar  distresses  for  want  of  Meat  continue  and  I  am  more  convinced 
than*  before  that  tn  adequate  supply  of  Moat  cannpt  be  had  from 
the  Inhiibitants  on  this  side  the  mountain. 

The  new  arrangement  of  the  Army  is  indeed  a  veTy'Honble  one, 
und  many  will  probably  be  induced  to  retire  but  for  n^  own  part, 
«B  I  have  been  so  long  in  actnal  Service  I  hope  to  oonfinue  in  the 
Field  untill  the  liberty  of  my  Country  is  fully  established. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  a  line  from  you  and  have  the  Honour 
to  be  with  the  utmost  respect  k  esteem/  ' 

I>ear  Sir,  your  most 
Obcd*  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD.* 
Dtrfictedf 

His  Ezcelly  Jos.  Reed,  Esq% 

••      '  •      ' '/     /      - 

(Copy)  Gov.  Jb;ff»eson  to  Col,  Danl.  Brodhbad,  1780. 

Richmond,  Oct.  12%  176§^.t ' 
Sif, 

I  received  sometime  ago  a  iiCtter  from  the  board  of  %ar  desiring 
tiiat  fMTovisionft  nigbt  be  furnished  for  the  sobBistence  of  the  garrison 
«t  Fort  Pitt,  I  immediately  informed  them  that  our  Treasury  was 
utterly  witboat:«iefiey  and  could  not  be  replenistied  till  the  meeting 
of  assembly^  that  the  iinie  which  bad  be«n  agreed  to  by  the  assem- 
bly ms*  a  boundary  between  ue  and  Pennsylvania  had  thrown  into 
that  State,  nearly  the  wbde  settlement  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Pitt 
*aBd  being  not  y«t  Aeoertained,  had  left  it  difficult  and  improper  for 
us  to  put  in  force  our  PrO^isiion  Law,  which  might  indeed  Produce 
'•uppltes  to  the  Posts  bat  woski  Protmbly  give  umbrage  to  the  cftate 
:of  P^Mieyivania,  I  am  tberelore  abk  to  do  nothing  more  on  this 
head,  but  to  look  forwards  to  tlfie  approaching  Session  of  Assembly 
for  the  means  of  Procuring  bf  Purchase  tuplies  for  your  Post,  &  to 
the  Ratification  of  the  boundary  l^y  Pennsylvania,  and  its  actual 
Ezteption  to  ascertain  the  ground  on  which  we  may  exorcise  the 
Gonfpntsory  measures  of  our  Law  on  failure  of  Purchases.     Indeed 
our  matflUity  ho  aid  you  may  be  well  known  by  the  Extreme  suffer- 
ings to  which  our  Posts  on  the  Ohio  have  been  exposed  &  of  which 

♦  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  686. 

t  There  is  probably  an  error  in  this  date  in  taking  «*  the  Copy**  as  Jt  is 
referred  to  by  •€;  B.  wider  daie  of  the  $th. 
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joa  oto^nbt  be  amnformed,  as  soon  as  aDj  Powers  shall  be  pat  into 
ID  J  bands  to  procure  either  by  voluoteei  or  Cotopalsory  means,  anj 
Buplies  for  jou^  you  may  be  assured  they  shall  be  exeruscd. 
I  am  witb  great  respect  Sir, 

.  Your  moat  Obed^  Serf, 

JDirected,, 
Colonel  Daniel  Brodhead,  Commander  of  Fort  Pitt. 

P.  S.  Since  writini;  the  above  Col*  Campbell  informs  me,  that 
the  only  obstacle  to  your  availing  yourself  of  the  Powers  givea  joi 
by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  Procnreing  Provisions  la  an  appro- 
beosion  that  we  might  entertain  a  Jealousy  at  the  exercise  of  suoli 
Power,  I  alsure  you  that  no  such  apprehension  need  be  Entertained. 
The  inhabitants  south  of  Masons  &  Dixons  line  Continued  are  deci- 
dedly in  Virginia,  over  these  therefore  we  cannot  authorize  yon  to 
Exercise  any  Power  derived  from  the  other  Government^  I  make 
no  doubt  but  you  can  nearly  Judge  whereabouts  the  north  Hoe 
will  Run  I  understand  it  will  but  a  little  to  Eastward  of  the  Ohio 
hence  you  .may  Act  even  there  also  with  Tolerable  Certainty. 


Gbnl.  Wm.  Irviius  xo  Pbes.  Bbbd,  1780. 

•        '  Carlisle,  Dec'r  8 tb,  1780. 

DearlSiri 

The  inclosed  Return  was  banded  me  by  Lientenant  Orieri  who 
says  he  is  now  the  Onljr  ofieer  left — the  rest  being  all  broke.  Mj 
reason  for  troubling  your  Ezeellency  witb  this  matter  is  for  Icar 
these,  men  qsay  be  forget  by  the  State  ai  pari  of  their  Quota.  Tbsf 
were  all  engpiged  w  AriiUery  men  4  not  as  Artifieen.  I  belieie 
Col.  FIowerK  claitned  them-^but  on  no  better  foundation  tha»  their 
being  generaliy  under  his  direction  fixing  Amonition.  Captain 
Coran  was  undoubtedly  an  Artillery  Officer;  these  men  wen  all  of 
bis. Company  and  properly  belong  to  the  State,  oonsequeBtly  ought 
to  be  annexed  to  CoL  Proctor's  Regiment 

Lieutenant  Grier  has  been  sent  here  by  Baron  Stnben  from  Bieh- 
moud  in  Virginia  (where  it  seems  he  Commands .  al  present)  for 
]3ayonets  and  other  Military  Stores. 

I  have  the  honor 

to  be  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  humble  servant, 
WM.  IRVINE. 

On  Public  Service, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Rood  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 


Prbs.  OP  University  TO  Dr.  Wm.  Shippbn,  1780.    . 

Sir, 

Ats  bie  ttedtingv  of  (be  TntrtMs  of  t&e  Unvfmity  a  Petition 
WaA  firesBDted  ngoed  bj  m  Number  of  Yowif  GeDtlesMD,  StocleDts 
of  Fbjwek,  Betting  forth  the  great  Diffioolty  tbey  are  under  with 
respeet  to  Anajotoical  LectnreB,  &  prajiog  tbe  Board  to  take  I>ti«<f- 
tion  8o  that  thej  may  be  assared  of  bariDg  them  within  {soiao  abort 
given  Time. 

As  it  teema  to  be  the  general.  Wish  that  yon  ehoald  perform  this 
Duty  by  Desire  of  the  Board,  I  am  to  request  you  to  inform  them 
whether  they  may  depeod  upon  your  doiug  thiH  Duty,  &  when  jon 
oan  attend  it.  I  am  also  to  add  that  ^em  the  Advancement  of  the 
BfBaaon  k  will  not  admit  of  any  Delay. 

I  am  with  due  Esteem,  Sir, 

your  Obed.  Hbble.  ser.,  . 

JOB.  REED,  President 

of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Pbilad.  Deocm.  8. 1780. 


FKBB.  RrtD  to  DbLSGATSS  IH  OOKGICBSS;  1780. 

Geptlemen, 

Tbe  Conduct  of  Capt.  Harding  of  the  "Confederacy  in  impressing 
Seamep,  stopping  Yessels^  searching  Papers,  &c.,  in  this  State  with- 
out any  authority  or  Permission  from^the  goTerning  powers  thereof, 
&  that  after  being  cautioned  &  wrote'  to  on  the  subject,  cannot  be 
longr  overlobk'd,  &  we  request  you  to  lay  our  Complaint  against 
him  before  the  Hon*  Congress.  I  must  also  observe  that  our 
Unwillingness  to  interupt  the  more  important  Business  of  Congress 
last  Year,  induced  us  to  pass  by  a  Number  of  Abuses  of  our  Trade, 
Oppressions  of  our  Citizens  &  other  Irregularities  by  Capt.  Harding 
&  his  Officers,  but  as  we  find  our  Lenity  has  led  to  a  Repetition  of 
them.  We  request  you  will  take  such  Measures  as  you  think  mo$t 
oonduciye  to  prevent  these  Practices  at  present  &  in  future. 

I  am  Gent., 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble.  Ser. 

Directed, 
The  Delegates  of  the  State. 


Samuel  Porviakcib  J^,  to  Paes.  Bked^  1780. 

Baltimore,  10th  Deor.,  1780. 

Sir, 

By  the  derfre  ttW  Oeofge  -LiiidnilMrger,  ons  of  the  M agisliMei 
of  Ihis  Town,  I  transoMi  jou  a  Paper  coDtaanin^  a  Aoecriptioii  of 
Two  men  who  were  a  fenr  days  ago  taken  with  three  others  en  boaid 
One  of  the  Knemieft  saiall  Crniaeis  in  the  River  P^toxent.  ^hoe- 
siaker  M  Steinmetz,  thie  Penons  wkooe  deeoriptions  I  send  700,  an 
Bupposed  to  be  both  Inhabitants  of  Philada.,  and  therefore  ameiuabk 
to  yonr  Laiw.  I  have  been  told  the  former  hma  acknovledged  to 
M'  Hall,  oar  Jailor,  that  he  aoted  as  an  o£Boer  ob  board  tke-GaUeys 
in  Delaware,  and  otbevs  tell  rae  he  was  an  Officer  of  Muines  on 
board  Gaptn.  Hopkins  in  tke  Expedition  to  Providenoe.  8evenl 
Gentlemn.  who  have  seen  him  sinoe  be  was  bronght  here  Testeidaj, 
mention  his  behavina  with  the  g;rQatest  Insolence  &  Boldness,  throw- 
ing out  the  most  violent  Threats.  In  consequence  of  w^  M'  Linden- 
berger  ordered  the  Jailor  to  confine  him  closely,  tho  he  had  before 
indulgd  hvm  with  Liberty  to  walk  about 

JLf  it  appears  tbaA  either  of  these' men  are  subject  to  your  Laws  it 
is  in  my  Opinion  great  pitty  they  shoul^ ,  escape  as  mee^  I^iisoaerB 
of  War,  but  suffer  the  Kigor  of  the  Laws.  It  is*  by  such  Tilliiiu 
born  &  fed  amongst  us  that  mnst.  of  the  Depredations  committed  in 
Gheasapeake  since  last  Spring  have  been  conducted.  I  understand 
Shoemak^  aoknpw^ed^  t,  boasts  that  ke  waa  at  ^e  B«rting  of 
GoP  Fitshugb's  &  M"  Parran's  Houses  at  Patuzent  about  aix  weeks 
ago. 

..M'  Lindenberger  has  p\it  ijatp  nay  Haads  some  Papers  found  on 
JShoemaker,  amongst  which  is  his  Uommistton,  dated  last  July,  al«> 
a  printed  Certificate  signed  the  1 1th  of  last  July  by  Peter  Dubois, 
Magistrate  of  t^olice  ^t  New.  York,  from  which  it  would,  appear  that 
he  had  not  before  that  time  enlisted  under  British  Banscrs,  altho  be 
told  31^  Lindenberger  he  bs^d  Joined  them  upon  the  Decl«ratio&  of 
Independence.  . 

M"  Linden bereef  .requests  your  E^eellcqcy  will  as  soon  n3  possible 
give  directions  about  the^e  men  to  be  sent  to  Philada.  A  Servant 
who  goes  up  with  my  Son  &  Daughter  will  return  in  a  few  days,  k 
,niay  be  found  at  my  Brother^s  should  you  have  Occasion  to  write 
t>y  nim.  _ 

I  am  with  mu^ch  Respect  Sir, 

your  most  hble.  Servt., 

SAML.  PURVIANCE,  Jun'r. 
Dirededf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Bced,  Esquire. 
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DEPOSITION  OF  JosB?H  Shobmakbr,  1780. 

BftUimore  Town,  State  of  Mtrjland. 

Oa  ibe  9th  daj  of  Becr.^  1780,  was  brought  before  me,  one  of 
the' jastioes  of  the  peace  for  the  County  aforesaid,  a  Certain  Joaefbt, 
Shoemaker,  who  was  PriTatiring  in  oor  Bay  ind  taken  by  John 
Walker ;  and  on  his  Examination  Confesseth  and  said  that  be  was 
Privatiring,  and  prodaced  a  Commission,  saying  that,  he  bath  a 
nght  so  to  doo  in  Virtue  of  his  Commission,  and  that  he  hath  takeo 
a  iioat  with  Tobacco  in  our  Bay,  and  did  intent  as  Soon  as  be  oould 
get  a  better  Vessel  than  his  own  he  would  follow  the  fleet.  Hf^ 
also  Confesseth  and  Sayd  that  he  wae  Brother  to  Saml.  Shoemaker 
in  Phila.,  ancl  hath  Lived  there,  and  hath  acted  under  Commission 
in  our  Service  until  Independance  was  declared,  then  he  gave  up  his 
Commission  and  Traded  from  Phila.  to  Virginia  for  some  time  until 
be  was  taken  by  a  Brittischmen  of  War  and  carried  to  New  Yorck, 
where  he  took  a  Brittisch  Commission  and  acted  since  under  that. 

At  the  same  time  was  taken  in  the  same  Privatier  and  brought 
before  me  a  Captain  Henry  Steynitz,  who  Confesseth  and  Says  that  ha 
formerly  Lived  in  Phila.,  and  when  the  Englisch  left  Phila.  he  went 
with  them  to  New  yorck,  and  that  this  was  his  Second  Voige  crus- 
ing  against  America. 

Given  from  under  my  hand  and  Seal  this  10th  day  Deo'r,  1780. 

GEO.  LINDENBERGER. 


Col.  Mosbs  Hazbn  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1780. 

Duplicate. 

Post  Fish-Kill,  10th  Decemr.,  1780. 
Sir, 

Ab  I  have  not  been  furnished  with  the  Act  of  Pennsylvania 
respecting  those  Officers  and  Soldiers  serving  in  my  Regiment  and 
returned  aa  a  Part  of  your  State  Quota  to  enaUe  them  to  draw  e 
Proportion  of  Ooihing  fumii^ed  by  the  State  to  which  tbey  belong 
and  other  Supplies.  I  must  beg  your  Ezcelloiey  will  please  to  give 
the  necessary  Orders  for  the  purpose  of  letting  me  know  in  what 
Manner  1  am  to  proceed  in  making  out  the  Returns  and  drawing 
those  Supplies,  and  in  particular  whether  those  Returns  are  to  be 
signed  and  certified  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment  or 
by  the  Senior  Officer  from  the  State,  or  how  otherwise. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
And  most  devoted  bumble  servant, 

MOSES  HAZEN. 
Directed, — Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  SUte  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Vol.  Vm.— 28 
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Col.  Ephbaim  Blains  to  Pass.  Rsed,  1780. 

Philaldfc,  11th  Deeember;  1780. 
Rr, 

Yonr  hram  of  tfae  9th  Instant  to  Ool.  Blaine  I  reoeired  late  ia 
Hie  Afternoon,  and  have  done  every  thmg  in  ray  power  to  give  ymtt 
Ezoeiksey  the  beat  information  on  the  aubfeet  of  it,  which  yon  wilt 
find  in  the  inelosed  Estiasate.  Snsaez  Connty  was  part  of  Oolond 
Hooper's  district,  therefore  part  of  the  Sum  affixed  to  his  name  may* 
be  due  to  Persons  in  the  State  of  Ifew  Jersey. 
I  have  the  Honor 

to  be  Yoor  Ezoellenoy'a 

most  Obed*  &  most  Hble.  serv*, 
GEO.  MORTON, 

for  E.  BUune,  Esqr.,  G.  0.  of  P*. 

^irededf 

.  Pablio  Service. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  Present. 


RESOLimON  OF  GWBRAii  ASSEUBLT,   1780. 
State  of  FeDBsylvania,  In  General  Assembly. 

Monday,  Dec.  11, 1780. 

Resolved,  that  the  Supreme  Execntive  Council  be  directed  to  Ibr- 
Dtsh  this  Honse  with  a  particnlar  account  of  all  confiscated  estates 
already  sold,  with  the  names  of  the  Purchasers  and  the  prices  they 
were  sold  at,  together  with  an  account  of  those  reaerved  for  the  use 
of  the  University,  and  those  remaining  unsold. 
Extract  from  the  Blinntes. 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  Clerk  * 

*  See  CoL  Boo.,  Y<^.  XII.,  p.  1^6. 


PSMN3YLYANU  JJKIHIVBS  ITM 


««;. 


A  Return  op  the  Offiobbs,  &Cm  of  the  Pennstlvania 
Artillbrt,  &a,  ttndbr  tub  oomhand  of  x 
Brigadier  General  Watne,  1780. 

ILeturn  of  th«  Offioira,  NoD-Commiflsioiied  end  Bank  &  FUe  of  Ifae 
PeDBsjlvaoia^  AxtUlerj  and  Infantry,  (SnUtied  to  draw  State 

,  Stores.)  Under  the  Command  of  Brigadier  General  WajpOi 
December  11, 1780.  • 
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Prbs.  Rkbd  to  Gov,  Livingston,  1780, 

Sir, 

I  reoei?ed  yo«r  Szoen^*  Favoiir  of  the  '5tb  Inst,  respecting  Joebn 
Bunting,  with  which  we  6h«ll  most  readily  comply  by  delirering 
him  to  any  Officer  producing  your  Anihority  to  demand  him.  lo 
Gonseqaench  of  an  Application  to  us  by  his  Friends  we  gavd  bim 
this  Indulgence  some  Time  ago  on  givini;  Security  to  appear  before 
you  &  abide  your  Order,  &  if  farther  Proof  shonld  arise  here  to 
return,  but  he  refused  Compliance,  &  was  of  course  detained.  The 
Causes  of  Suspicion  against  him  were  that  being  found  in  Garveys 
House  after  the  Family  had  denied  any  Persons  being  up  Stairs^  & 
-  that  in  Conversation  with  Joel  Mrs.  Garvey  said  that  if  he  could  be 
got  to  Buntings  on  his  waj  to  New  York  he  would  be  safe — besides 
wbich  it  appeared  Garvey  had  lodged  there  freqaently  on  Terms  of 
particular  Intimacy,  from  which  we  eoneluded  his  House  was  one  of 
the  Stages  for  Deserters  &  Prisoners  passing  to  New  York,  as  well 
as  for  commercial  Intercourse — We  beg  Leave  to  send  you  an  Infor- 
mation left  at  his  Lodgings  by  one  of  our  Officers  lately  exchanged, 
who  is  now  visiting  his  friends  in  the  Country,  but  wiFl  be  here  in 
a  few  Days. 

I  wrote  your  Ezcell''  informing  that  Steelman  in  consequence  of 
Ball  &  Prices  Qoming  to  the  Town  had  refuz^cd  to  qualify  to  the 
Information  voluntarily  given  me  bac  which  I  have  no  Doubt  is  true, 
be  has  never  sent  me  his  Narrative  as  he  proposed.  The  Power  of 
Gold  seems  too  great  for  that  of  Honesty  &  Patriotism,  bof  ii  seems 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  publick  Welfare  to  checK  this  In- 
tercourse as  soon  as  possible. 

I4ia«a  the  Hoaowr  U  be  with  great  Regard 

your  Excell'*  Obed.  Hbblo  Serv., 

J.  E. 

P.  S.  I  beg  Leave  to  add  that  I  have  received  a  Letter  from 
Hon.  Mr.  Scudder  respecting  Garvey,  &  that  wo  shall  be  ready  to 
deliver  him  to  any  Officer  authorized  to  take  Charge  of  him. 

Indorsed, 

Dee.  11, 1780. 
Dirtctedf 

His  Exoell"  Gov.  LittngstoB. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARGHIYSS  1780.  <II9 


KssoLirriONfl  ov  CoNaRsss,  1780. 

In  CongreflB^  Deem'  12tby  1780. 

The  Cornm**  to  wbom  was  referred  the  Letter  from  the  board  of 
War  of  28th  Nbv'^  deliyered  in  a  report^  whereupon 

BesolvedyTbat  the  Commander  in  Ohi^  be  directed  to  relioYe  if 
he  ahall  judge  that  poat  seeeaMurj,  the  garriaon  of  Wjoming  aa  aooa 
as  naaj  be,  by  tvoofM  from  the  Oontinental  Army  not  belonging  lo 
the  Line  of  Penaylvaaia  or  Gonnetftiout,  or  Gitiaena  of  either  of 
the  aaid  States ;  And  that  the  present  and  future  Garrison  eofttinuA 
lo  be  supplied  bj  the  Gommissarj  general  from  the  Ui^^ines  of 
the  Continent  by  purchase  or  out  of  the  qnnota  of  proTisions  rai8e4 
by  any  State  for  the  use  of  the  Continent 

Resolyed,  Tha|  the  State  ol  Peosylvania  be  infonned  of  the  step* 
Confess  have  taken  to  remove  every  Bttb|eet  of  jealonsy  ot  discon- 
tent ;  And  that  they  be  requested  to  order  the  supplies  which  were 
stopped  by  Lieut  Hunter  on  their  progress  to  Wyoming,  to  be  im« 
mediately  forwarded  to  that  Garrison  to  retieve  its  present  urgent 
distresses. 

Extract  from  the  Minntes,  ,   . 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y,*    . 


C.  J.  McEban  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Sir, 

My  indisposition  has  prevented  my  acknowledgiug  the  receipt  of 
the  Act  of  Congress  of  yesterday,  respecting  my  bailing  Gnawold 
nntil  now.  I  would  beg  the  Council  to  refleet  a  moment  on  the 
tendency,  of  this  proceeding ;  if  a  Judge  is  obliged  to  satisfy  the 
Council  of  the  propriety  of  his  judgment,  or  to  consult  their  Opinion^ 
in  any  one  case,  be  must  be  under  the  like  obligation  in  every  one 
for  I  do  not  see  where  the  line  is  to  bo  drawn.  A  precedent  of  the 
kind,  I  must  declare,  shall  never  Lc  introduced  by  me. 

A  communication  on  matters  of  this  nature  between  the  Executive 
and  Judicial  Magistrates  cannot,  consistent  with  my  Ideas  of  pro- 
priety, be  in  a  formal  manner,  but  in  a  private  and  friendly  way. 
I  am  sorry  that  the  Honorable  Council  should  differ  in  opinion  with 
me  about  the  granting  a  habeas  corpus  for,  or  the  bailing  of  Joseph 
Qriswold,  and  should  be  very  happy^to  know  their  sentiments  on 
such  occasions,  from  the  Attorney  General.  I  was  very  anxious  to 
hear  every  thing  that  could  be  urged  on  both  sides  of  this  casCj  and 
fbr  that  purpose  caused  notice  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Bradford ;  he 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  YoL  Xn.,  p.  66«,  and  p.  667  of  (his. 
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appeared  to  be  anmstracted  and  did  nol  stay  but  a  few  miiratei, 
as  the  ooart  of  Quarter  Seasioos  waa  Bitting  ^*  and  M '  Sergetnt  on 
the  other  side  spoke  very  little — In  short,  I  had  to  search  for  id- 
judged  cases  on  the  point  mysdf,  and  humbly  conceive  that  mj  god- 
duet  in  this  partioular  was  not  only  strictly  conformable  to  law  aod 
my  duty,  but  that  I  can  satisfy  you,  or  any  other  member  of  tbt 
Gonuoil,  who  will  do  ine  the  honor  to  call  upon  me  that  the  Mliti- 
mns  for  Oriswold  was  not  snob  as  conld  possibly  exclude  him  from 
hmng  bailed^  amd  that  the  ntmost  I  eonid  ynstly  do  was  to  hold  kim 
In  a  reoognicanoe  Ux  a  sufioient  snm,  with  two  sureties,  to  appear  aod 
answer,  £o.>  mid  for  bis  good  behavior  in  the  meantime^  whieh  be 
iomplled  witii. 

As  a  private  Oentleman,  and  as  a  Friend  to  every  indiyidoal  of 
fte  Oouf^il,  I  would  wak  upon  them  at  the  time  proposed,  bat  I 
have  not  been  able  to  wall:,  nay  sc^oely  to  sUr,  since  last  Friday 
Bigbty  dwing  to  »  vMent  ooM  or  jrhenmatiam  in  my  loina. 
I  anci;  Bht,  if  ith  perfect  esteem^ 

yonr  most  obedient  ft  very  bumble  servant, 
THO  M'KEAN. 

Philadelphia,  December  12th,  1780. 

p.  8.   Mr.  Lewis  yesterday  had  two  more  habeas  corpus's  allowed 
for  Samuel  'Clarkson  and  John  Cummings — they  are  returnable  to 
morrow  at  11  o'Clock  A.  M.    I  wish  some  one  would  attend  m  be- 
half of  the  Stata^ 
Direetedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Bsqnire,  President  fto.  of  Pennijl* 
fania,  Present 


C.  J.  McKbah  to  Paes.  Bbkd,  1780. 

Sir, 

About  half  an  hour  after  Cummins  &  Clark  were  enlarged  on 
bail  bv  Judge  Bryan  and  myself,  I  received  the  favor  of  the 
Council  of  this  day,  with  the  affidavit  referred  to.  I  should  have 
been  pleased  if  they  had  arrived  sooner,  as  we  could  with  proprietj 
have  postponed  the  business  untill  the  Attorney  General  came  to 
Town,  he  being  expected  so  speedily ;  but  he  had  been  called  npoa 
ii  his  office  yesterday  &  to  day,  and  we  were  informed  he  was  gone  to 
Bucks  Court,  and  would  not  return  'till  the  end  of  the  week. 

I  find  that  I  have  mistaken  the  intentions  of  Council  in  their  Act 
of  the  11th,  and  am  sorry  that  in  this  situation  I  should  have 
remonstrated  in  a  manner  that  has  given  offence ;  but  on  a  revi^oo 
of  my  letter,  I  really  do  net  perceive  any  thing,  which,  in  my 

•fle^p.CBe.   /. 
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l^omUe  cminion,'  ocmld  guro  joai  mane  for  it.  I  wrote  «b  m  Ibde* 
Qendent  Judge,  and  expreued  id j  aenso  of  hU  duty  is  daoeat  & 
respectful  language.  It  is  true,  I  mentioned  mj  indisposition  fUnd 
tbat  I  could  satisfj  joo  f>r  any  other  member  of  the  Council  who 
vould  do  me  the  honor  to  call  upon  me/'  that  my  oonduct  in  the 
ease  of  Joseph'  Griswold'*'  was  strictly  (conformable  to  law  &  my 
dtttf ;  but  it  seem^  I  wss  not  intitled  to  the  honor  of  being  called  upon 
by  any  of  that  Honorable  Body.  I^ill  sot  enter  mU>  a  dMussion 
of  the  comparative  dignity  of  a  member  of  Couooil  and  of  the  Chief 
Justice  being  desirous  of  transacting  the  public  business  in  a  way 
the  most  agreeable  and  likely  to  prove  tbe  most  beneficial ;  and 
declare,  that  my  meaakig  was,  that  as  I  was  unahle  to  wait  upon  the 
Council,  I  would  be  j^lad  to  see  any  of  tbero,  in  order  to  explain  tbe 
whete  proceeding,  w«th  a  view  to  prevent  the  least  misunderstanding 
even  for  a  moment. 

i^n  are  pleased  to  ssy,  that  my  letter  on  this  occasion  has 
glten  the  CconeH  the  more  concern,  as  early  in  this  busioessyou  had 
wrote  to  me  that  you  might  have  seasonable  information  of  any 
measure  taken  Ac,  I  have  had  recourse  to  the  letter  leforred  to  which 
is  dated  the  22nd  of  Novemr.  last,  and  find  the  contents  are  for- 
gotten by  tbe  Council,  there  being  no  such  intimation  therein ;  Tou 
only  hope,  that  some  mode  may  be  fallen  upon  to  delay  these  mea 
being  enhu^;ed  untill  you  had  time  to  communicate  the  circumstances 
to  the  Assembly,  that  the  Law  for  apprehending  disaffected  persons 
night  be  renewed.  The  habeas  corpus  for  Griswold  was  applied  for 
ftk  fcgid  iform  on  the  2nd  instant,  the  Attorney  General  had  notice^ 
Of  it  by  my  orders  (tho*.  no  part  of  my  duty)  he  did  not  desire  the 
Hearing  to  be  postponed  and  the  prisoner  was  bailed  on  the  6th  now 
Sir,  I  shall  submit  it  to  you  whether  the  charge  of  precij^itancy 

*  "    othave  been  spared. 

Eihe  whole,  It  gives  me  creat  concern  that  the  Judges 
^ve  any  oURmce  to  Council  by  baifing  persons  committed  by 
ifaem;  b^rt  whil0  thi^ir  commitments  are  of  no  more  validity,  than 
those' of  Justices  of  the  peace  while  ocmimitments  in  England  bv  the 
Kiqg  himself  in  person,  or  by  his  privy  Council,  or  by  any  of  the 
members  thereof,  are  subject  to  an  examination  by  any  of  the 
twelve  Judges  on  a  habeas  corpus,  which  must  be  granted,  without 
delay  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  upon  demand  made ;  while  the 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  court  in  this  State  are  intrusted  with  the 
personal  liberty  of  the  Subject ;  in  brief,  while  the'  habeas  corpus 
act  remains  in  full  force;  I  say,  while  those  things  are  so,  I  flatter 
myself  upo^  oalm  reflexion  it  will  not  be  thought  amiss  in  the 
Judges  to  proceed -as  they  have  done  in  cases  of  this  sort.  .  . 

In  my  judicial  character  J  am  obliged  to  decide  according  to  the 
hws  and  the  bestofmy  judgment,  uninfluenced' by  any  threats  or 
apprehensions  of  consequences ;  and  shall  be  extremely  unhappy  if 

*  See  CoL  Eee.,  Vol.  XII.,  pp^  56^,  6«0^alid  <>64,'646,  of  this. 
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any  injury  to  the  Pablio  should  ensue  from,  or  the  kftnnoiiy  of  (he 
Exeontive  and  JudioUi  powers  of  Government  should  be  disturbed 
byH. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  utmost  regard, 

your  EzoelleDoy's  &  the  Councnls, 

most  obedient  humble  servant, 

THO.  McKEAN.* 
Philadelphia,  Deoemb.  12th,  1780. 
His  ExcelleBoy  Joseph  Reed  Bsqr. 


Wtf.  Hknrt  to  P&bs.  Brb]>^  1780. 

Lancaster,  Deer.  12, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  provision  and  Forage  at  thijB  place  being  nearly  expended 
and  Majr.  Wirtz  informing  the  Commanding  officer  Lt.  Colo*. 
Temple  that  he  could  not  engage  to  furnish  the  Troops  with  m 
sufficient  Quantity  of  provisions,  Forage  &c.  The  Colonel  app&d  %a 
me  as  a  Magistrate  for  Press  Warrants  to  enable  Mr.  Wirla  to  take 
those  Articles  where  they  might  be  found,  but  as  the  Laws  would 
not  support  me  in  granting  such  Warrants,  I  informed  the  Golonel 
that  I  would  write  to  the  president  and  Conucil  oonoerning  the  A&ix^ 
it  is  certain  they  cannot  be  supported  here  without  uawling  tbe 
Hay  Ten  or  Fifteen  Mile,  as  the  Hay  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lao- 
caster  has  been  chiefly  consumed  by  the  Horses  purchased  Cor  the 
French  Arm  v  and  by  the  Horses  kept  here  &o,  and  those  who  have 
Hay  Cattle  &o.  will  not  part  with  it  without  Spede  or  Continental 
Money — Why  is  not  the  New  State  Money  made  a  Legal  Tender, — • 
many  would  gladly  take  it,  if  they  could  pay  their  I^bts  with  it. 
If  the  persons,  who  may  refuse  to  take  the  New  0>ntinenial  Money 
are  admitted  to  Bail,  the  Severity  of  the  Law,  published  for  Coo* 
rideration  will  be  evaded.  Trials  will  be  put  o£P  from  Court  to  Courjt 
&o.  Would  it  not  be  better,  that  the  o£fender  should  be  Con>>- 
mitted  without  Bail  or  Main  prise  till  the  ensuing  Sessions  or  if  he 
choose  it  till  a  Court  for  that  purpose  Should  be  called  by  himself. 

Soap,  Candles  and  Vegetables  are  not  furnished,  the  Troops  here 
and  they  comolain  much  for  Want  of  them,— One  of  our  GoUectora 
is  sent  to  Jail  for  having  speculated  with  the  Money. 
I  am  Sir, 
Your  very  obedient, 

&  hum.  Servant, 

WnUAMHENRT.f 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'.  Philadelphia. 
^  Express; 

♦  flee  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  "XII.,  pp.  666,  66CL 
^  t  Cel.  Ree.,  YoL  XiL,  p,^70. 
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Jowsi  Hazjelwooi)  70  P&BS.  Rekd,  1780. . 

To  the  Hononrablo  the  Exeoative  Coancil  of  the  State  of  Petra* 

Oentlemen 

After  i^eoelTehi^  Instnietions  for  the  pnrchariog  a  quantitj '  of 
mh  ProTtBioa8>  taken  in  the  Prise  Ship  Sarah,  I  waited  on  Clemd. 
BiddleEsqr,  marsha]!.  to  know  the  dav  of  Sale,  who  Informed  me 
ft  should  be  sold  on  Wedneeday  the  IStb  Instant,  sinoe  which  I  got 
the  Inspector  of  salt  provisions  for  the  Gitj  to  go  with  me  to  eza^nine 
the  same  k  ind  it  to  be  sneh  asisbjr  Ho  means  fitt  for  the  n8et)f  the 
Aimj. 

I  am  Ckntlemen, 

Yoar  most  Obt  Sevt. 

.  JOHN  HAZELWOOD,  C.  P. 
Decibr.iisith,  1780. 

To  His  Skdslleney  Joseph  Beed  Esqr.  President  of  the  SQprome 
ExeoatiTO  Oounoil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

80  Tieteei  Peas. 
.     10  barrels  $eef  not  Good. 
II  Tieroes  Beef  not  Good. 
IS  hbd.  Ditto  net  (}pod. 
50  panoheea  Pork  not  Qqod. 

6  Tieroes  Ditto  Swep^  M  thin  and  haa  been  repwked  lirteljr. 
1  Barrd  Ditto* 


Obmibtim  Wj&tz  70  FB]e&  Bnp,  1780* 

Lancaster^  Deaember  12%  1780. 
Slir, 

.  Col.  ]!4^jilil^'s  Begimeat  af  Dfagoons,  at  pveseat  nnder  tfao  oo»* 
mand  of  Lien^  Col.  Temple^  have:amved,:aiMl  ate  atalion'd  in  this 
Town^  Xhe  DMnndft  of  Pin^viaidns  aad  Fbmge  for  the  abpport  of 
the  Gonw,  mi  the  D«ily  lasiM  to  GoArds,  SoWefa  on  furiongii;' 
Pri^onefs  ^f  .War»  nod  Foragft  to  Brigades  of  Waggons^  will  evident!  j 
ftfOMT:  W  b«  iOiaewh^t  eaitfenatve. 

.  The  OonswiptioA  of' the  Article  of  Hay  will  be  neater  than  the' 
Conn  try  in  tbia  .Vioinrlgr  can  fosnisli  |  and  nnless  the  lovaKd  Horses^  • 
aiid  piuriof;tbaie  J^longiBg  to  tke.Oorpa>  ane  distributed  throagb  th» 
County,  they  will  undQubtedly,  Suffeic,  and  not  be  Supplied.    The 
Draught  in  the  hist  Summer  Seadon  ^as  so  constant  as  to  prevent 

28 


(R»  PENKSTIiVANIA  ABOttlV^  1780. 

the  Cropa  being  so  good  as  nsuuX,  besides  the  Qaantities  M'  SloDgh 
purchased  fcr  die. use  ^il  the  Frenek  Horses,  whieh  mmktB  the  Setr- 
clty  beoome  more  general ;  so  that  we  are  necessitated  to  Haul  the 
Haj  )6  and  18  Miles. 

Col.  Temple  b  unwilling  to  have  his  Re|;iment  Diyided,  andnalD^ 
no  doubt  has  wrote  to  Council  on  the  Subject. 

Whea  your  Exeellencj  was  at  Lancaster,  |  veoeited  Qrden  to 
purchase  Beef  Cattle  for  the  support  of  this  Post,  in  which  bosmcsa 
I  proceeded,  as  far  as  I  was  enabled,  and  the  CoDtinental  Money 
lasted ;  so  tliat  the  Stores  were  supplied,  and  about  Six  or  £i^t 
Weeks  remaioing  in  Stock;  but  now  am  sorry  to  Inform  Comaeil, 
that  L  can  make  no  farther  Progress  in  that  Way,  by  Yolontaiy 
Purchase,  as  the  State  Money  will  not  pasiB  for  that  Purpose.  This 
Information  I  have  thought  advisable  to  givOj  In  Order  tfaafc  Pro- 
vision may  be  made  in  Time. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
'  •  /^  -r*  Bxoelleno/s  most  Obd*  &  Humble  Serv*, 

CHRISTIAN  WIRTZ,  0.  P.  L.  C.*^ 
Directed, 
HiaJSzceUepoy  Joseplp  Reed^Esqr.^  PjwdeiK  ttf  Ae  SHUe  of 

Pennsylvanisji  Phihidelphia. 


Pbbs.  Rebd  to   Chief.  Justice  McKbak,'  VISO.' 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  Yesterday*  was  duly  received.'  Your  ittdispoBitioQ 
would  have  been  a  sufficient  Apology  without  the  other  Reasons, 
which 4m 'Oouaeil  ire  of  Opin(oB  might  on  this  Occasion  have  been 
spared,  as  there  was  no  Intention,  nor  did  our  request  iBtimafee  «Byi 
to  render  any  Account  of  yout  judicial  Proceedings,  but  merely  to 
confer  with  you  on  the  Subject,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  publick 
Safety,  &  in  fiilira|Miev(nt  lat^rfesenoea  of  AliChority,  which  only 
weaken  Government,  &  increase  the  Insolence  of  the  disaffected. 

We  sbaU  at  nil  Ximes^eiadeareir  tk  avoid  inconvenient  Preoedents^ 
ft  especially  we  shall  not  establ'sh  that  of  the  Supreme  Ezeontite 
Caiiiioil:iitteiidin9Mi  any  ef  their  own  AppointmeatSi  either  collec- 
tively or  individaally,  om  pabliiokfiaBiiictfs. 
1  Yimr  Lettfiii  ea  this  OccasioA  bsagfi^il  <^  Oovncii  tfie  mtm 
Cofcuiern^  as  eariyiki'  this  BuMaeas>a'WA)te>.t6'  yeV)  tbal  we  m^ft 
hijire.  seAsotmlrlo  informatSoB.  of  any  •  Meminls  takes,  whiob,  if  we 
had  received,  we  should  have  directed  the:  Attr  Oeb^,  ft^bavo  tooSaiied 
hiUk  with  the  €kotthds  of  Gtiswokl's  Oommfttikieftt  j-r-*aB  it  was,  we 
kpew  nothing  of  the  Habcat  tiorpoatill  the  Party  was  discharged.  * 
We- are  iafbriHed  it  has  been  praKAised^  liiat  whet  tiio  Oiowb  (ia 

*  Col.  Reo.,  Tol.  XIJ.;  page  570.. 
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£ogltnd)  has  not  been  prepared,  the  Party  has  been  remanded,  & 
brought  up  at  another  £^.    Bnt  heir  the  Gonocil  eo«ld  give  yon 
the  neeeflsary  Direotions,  when  the  Business  is  thus  precipitated 
without  their  Knowledge,  we  are  jet  to  learn. 
•  We  faaveriMned  i^  Wutant  to  awrehend  Oifcw«iM  agaio^  at  we 
skaM  llie Mrt^  wM^w^^are o^Opinlen  their  being  ai  la#go  islftcon* 
siatstt withttMupnUwok^Bafs^p.    Andon  this  Ssbjeet  ixrast  edd,  lha» 
aeveral  of  these  Persons  are  detained  in  Prison  to  be  di^ivered  to  th^' 
Authority  of  Mew  Jewey,  whei%  their  Ofe»eos  ware  eom«iltted,'& 
wt  ha¥e«>  ibfbmed  the  Oovernot  of  thai  Sute.    If  ihrtber  D\a^ 
ohargesare  maderAi  any  €oiiiitoqQen^8  prejndieial  to  the  pnbHck  eniue^ 
we  shall  deeoi  ««fiekes  totirely  eionenied  firoviany  Hiasse;  Jbif' 
the  Harasetfy  of  the<oieeat^  Power  e#  Cbvenimen^  i^  (Usturbed, 
we  eball  heid.  ouraeWea  ^anally  innobenlL    We  have  seat  fcr- the ' 
AtfyCKsalv)  ^ifpsaetieable  he  will  attend  thia  Dby. 
I  am.  Sir,  Your  Obed^  Hbblcu  8ervk| 

I  JOS.  REED.* 

Indonedf 
Deo.  13, 1780. 


Pass.  Bebd  to  Edwabd  Scull,  1780.  , 

Sir,       .  '       :    -  'J     ,.'!!,'      .      (        '. 

I  duly  reeeived  your  Letter  of  the  lOth  Inst,  ft  am  Tery  sorry  for 
the  Negleet  you  oomphitn  of,  ft  the  more  as  I  partiouiarly  requested 
Cd.  Morgan  to  make  it  an  Objeet  of  his  special  Cajp — At  present 
we  can  do  no  more  than  urge  him  to  p^rfbrm  his  Duty,  whieh  we 
hsTe  done  by  the  enclosed  Be|K>We,  wh/oh  you  will  forward  to  him, 
ft  get  his  pereLpldryTOraertrto  the  Su^' Lieutenants,  to  proceed  with, 
all  Diligence.     We  have.no  Money  in  the  Treasury,  nor  is  there  any^ 
ProbabiKty  of  replenishing  il,  at  lesst  for  some  ilme.  '  The  Asaem- 
bly  are  abont  snoh  gt;eat  ft  material  AHeratSdtah  in  llie  Mil^ia,  by 
Btfilttng<^thef  Sttb*  Lieutenant^,  ft  diminishing  the  Nnteber  of  Muster' 
Ihiys,  that  U  Would  not  be  proper to^ make  any  new  Appdidtmentft' 
nntili  we  see  the  Issue  of  Ifbeir  DeliberatiDns.  '.' 

•'     *  '       •    I  am,  Sir,  Your  Obed.  Hbbfe.  Serv.  ' ': 


Eesolvld^  That  OoL  Jaoob  Morgan,  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of 
Berk9fbi»4ffeiepted'to  psy  off,  with.  all.  Bxpedftion,  the  Militia  who 
marcb'd  on  *tbe  late  Tour  of  Duty  ;  ft  that  in  Case  of  Col.  Mdfgan't^ 
IndispositioJi^  tp  ptooi^  personally  in  this  Duty,  ^  in^ge  the  8ill> 
liieuten^  so  as  [to]  collect  a  competent  Sum  to  answer  the  aboye 
Porpose  without  Delay. 
IndoTudj 
Deo.  13, 1780. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  666,  667,-*-and  page  649  of  this  Vol. 
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P&B0.  £bkp  xo  J^.  Col.  Eyak,  1780# 

Sir, 

U|MQ  QiftWikiMio»'Of  yow  Ap|ioittki«Mi^.  «n  tiiitik  jw  lalitM  to 
yoar  pity  aa  lievt.  OoL.doriiig*  tbotomr  of dsty^  whMi  it#4o«iii  sol 
tho  Payimiot  will  ooMe  iriik  yo«  on  tlM  mbo  Priaoiples  of  Dopio* 
oiatioQ  witii  other  offioera.    . 

The  AMemhly  hove  jmAo  mwh  vialorU  Qhaogde  to  liie  MUkioLiW 
M  in  oiii  opipiiDli  will  make  that  eerfioe  very  jiiEoiwii  from  what  il 
hae  heea  ft^  aa  lh#ra|)|K»kitaMai^  of  iMpooior  was  O9oe  oowndeiod  by 
the  Legialatiire  &  oel  approved  we  think  it  on«  d«ly  x»  iirfbfm  yon 
thereof  ao  that  yon  nee^  no  logger  pboo  any  dependanen  on  an 
appeintiaonithnieiroti£ii8taneedy&  which  may  pi^vooi  yonr  eofa^ng 
in  some  mode  of  Boaioeaa  mow  pecmaiient  whioh  yoa  wiU^maidei 
yooraelf  from  this  time  ^  liher^  to  do..  . 
I  am  Siiri 

Yonr  obed;  Hbble  Sec. 
Dtreeiedf 

L*  Col.  Ryan. 
Indorsed, 

Deo*  13%  1780.    ^o  Ifientenaixt  Colonel  Byan. 


JiB^mwt  TO  ]?REs,  Besq,  1780*. , 
;  \  '  i*  Oen-  AaawttUy,  Deo.  M»,  17«0- 


The  honae  have  directed  me  to  indose  a  copy  of  a  Bjoeolve  of  the 
8^  Hnataat  appw^ting  «  Committee  to  procore  a  atate  fif  the  Tjeaanry 
ft  ,to.  iafoirm  Xoixr  JBxceUeney  ft  the  Honble  the  Gonnoil,  that 
no  oti)ier  ord^  has  been  g^yen  by  this  Honae.  The  Committee 
having  been  called  upon  de^y  giving  any  order,  prohibiting  the- 
Treaaarer  from  issoing^Contin^ntal  Money.  I  have  the  Hononr  to 
be  with  sentiments  of  Respect  ft  Esteem, 

Sir,  Your  Ezcellencys  most  obedient 

ft  molt  kumblo  aervt 
VKEffK  H.  HtJHLENBSltCl,  Speaker.f 
Birecied, 
His  Excelloney;  Joeeph  R^ed,  Esq'  Pfeaident  of  the  Stater 

*'Seo  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  671, 
t  See  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  XXL,  p.  668. 
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Pbbs.  09  GovaBBsa  70  Pabs.  Bbbb,  178(X 

PbiladelpkUi,  Oe^Miber  14, 1780. 
Sir, 

Yfmr  Bs«d]Mi«7  «ai  leocive  ^odosedi  the  Copy  of  m  reaoWe  of 
CoDgreeaof  ibe  12^  iMtaiit)  by  wkicb  jon  will  Ui  i«for«e(l  of  tho. 
Measarea  they  have  adopted  for  relievine  and  supplying  the  garriaoii 
at  Wjomiikgf  and  for  iremoTing  every  Bubject  of  Jealousy  ft  Pisoon- 
tent  And  to  relieve  the  present  urgent  Distress  of  the  Gkitison,  ift 
It  feqtiested  thai  the  State  of  FtitniiylvaDia  would  or8?r  ^  supplies 
whieh  were  stopped  by  Lieut.  Hunter  on  their  progress  to  Wyomi^ 
to  be  immediately  forwarded  taihat  (jiarrison. 

I  havo^the  Honor  to;be  with  the  iiiffheat  respeoti 

Tour  EzoeDenoy's  most  ooedient  Servant. 

8AM.  gUNTItraiON,  President.* 
Directed^ 

Hk  flzoeU^iiey  Preatdejat  JB^d.- 


Pblks*  Bbbi^  to  David  RinsiiHansty  17S0. 

Bif, 

,  By  a  GkiuM  in  the  inch)aed  Bill  you  will  observe  that  the  Preri- 
d^t  or  Yioe  Pnaident  ui  Ooonoil  #r»direeted  to  draw  upon  you  for> 
a  Sum  equal  to  in  Specie  in  order  to  inliit  such  Soldieri 

whose  l^mes  of  laltotmtfatrave  near  expiring.  Yon  will  please 
to  inform  me  what  Money  J^m  have  in  the  Treasury  ft  what  Pros^ 
pects  you  have  of  complying  with  such  Orders  if  drawn  upon  you, 
for  the  above  Purpose.  As  we^apprehend  the  House  of  Assembly. 
are  not  acquainted  with  the  State  of  our  mnanees  we  wish  to  give 
them  proper  Information  lest  they  should  be  disappointed  in  their 
Expectations  on  this  Subject. 

I  am  &c.f 
Indorsed^ 

Dec.  14%  1780.    To  David  Rittenhouse,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 


Prks;  Rbbb!  to  0.  J.  McKifcAir,  1780. 

Sir, 

Ypu  will  please  to  return  M'  tToel's  Affidavit  as  it  was  made  no 
Use  of.  As  you  seem  still  to  mistake  the  Intervention  of  the 
Council  for  a  Oontroul  of  your  judicial  Freedom  I  can  only  repeat 
that  it  waa  calcuUted  to  give  the  State  an  Opp^  to  be.hearci  ft  that 

*  See  page  649.  -. 

t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol,  XII.,  p.  671. 


668'         *  PENNSTLVANLi.  ARCHIVES  1^80. 

Measnres  for  the  poblick  Safety  might  be  adopted  oonastent  with 
the  Law  which  premataro  Deeistoos^have  preTenled.  The  proeee- 
diDg  to  disoharee  tke  others  when  the  Att^  Gen.  was  ont  of  Town 
on  ptfbKck  BMseti  seem*  ?ather  cilcalated  to  add  to  than  leaen 
the  publick  Difficulties.  But  as  we  have  resolved  to  make  no  mgn 
Oommitmeat^  subject  to  laeh  hasty  k  Itnprddent  Goatreni  thtteis 
no  Neeassity  lo  enlarge  farther  npon  ^  disagreeable  Snbjeet. 

liato  Sir, 

YoorObed.  HbbU8a.» 

Deo.  15*   1780.     To  Honble  iThoinaa  McEean,  Baq.^  Chief 
Jastioe, 


RESOLUTrOK  OF  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY,  1780.    ' 

State  of  Pennsjlvaniai 
In  General  Assembly, 

SatarBay,  16**  Deeember,  1T80. 
The  Committee  appointed  on  the  10*^  ult  to  asoertain  and  report 
the  expenses  of  Government  &o.  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
His  Exoelleiv^  the  Pmndent  pf  iba  Stat^  dated  in  Oolfacil  the 
14^^f  Ins^ ;  which  being  read  and  considered,  it  was 

Resolved^  that  the  said  Committee  be  instmoted  to  make  appliisa-' 
tion  CO  tha  Svf^reme  £h[eetftii^e  Councd  for  a  list  of  'th«  names  aad 
employments  of  all  pfetaons  new"-  in  office,  Demisaled  by  Ootmeil  by 
virtue  of  any  Al^  of  Assembly^ 

Extraet  hma  the  Mkiates, 

SAMUEL  fifTEftETT;  Clerk 


PrES,  KeBD    to    pRBSi    OF    CoUBX    AT    NORTHCMBERLAUD, 

'       1780.       .      . 

Sir,  '  * 

The:  Assembly  of  the  State  have  directed  the  Att^  Gen.  to  attend 

the  Trtal  of  Francis  Hopkinson,  Esq.,  Judge  of  the  Adm'  on  Toes*, 

day  next:  his  Attendance. at  the  Ooaniy  P^t  of  Northampton  will 

of  course  be  impracticable  the  Publick  Interests  will  thereibre  require 

that  the  Trials  of  Misprision  of  Tfsason  or  other  Offences  other  than 

the  ordinary  Business  of  SessionB  should  be  deferred  till  the  Att^ 

General  can  attend  them. 

I  am  Sir, 

¥oar  Qbed.  Hbble  Scr., 

JOS.  REED. 

t>irecUd, — The  Presid.  of  the  Court  of  Qr  Session,  Northampton. 

Indormdf 

'Dec'  16**,  1780.    'To  the  President  «  the  Court  of  Quarter 

Sessions  N'"»  County.  I 

^  «    '     .  ■    •  J  .      .  . 

*  See  page  660,  &o. 

t  S«e  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.,XII.,  p.  671. 
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^        Hojsr.  Jai«s  Dc[ANB  TO  Pabs.  BsEp^  1780-.       i 

.    F&ilad.,  16  Decern.,  1780. 
Sir, 

Tlie  Sherif  soma  dajB  nnee  Iia<i&d  me  a  Letter  as  from  your 
ExeelleDoy  bat  unsigned.  It  wm  neTertheless  treated  with  all  the 
Bespeot  which  was  possible,  and  the  Sherif  was  left  at  Liberty  to 
examine  every  Apartment  without  Interruption.  He  was  only  told' 
thai  the  Honse  was  our  posseanon,  and  that  in  the  first  Instance  it 
most  be  presumed  in  Law  that  the  goods  iielonged  to  the  Occupants^ 
that  tfa^  Imre  assertion  of  the  Defendant  Bnlkly  condl)e  no  proof  to 
the  Contrary,  that  there  were  beside  Tnterfbriog  ciaimSi  and  that  he 
ought  to  call  a  jury' to  ascertain  the  property,  for  his  own  justifica- 
tioix  and  to  avoid  oppression;  and  that  otherwise  he  must  proceed  at 
bk  perfl.  This  Remonstrance  having  no  Effect  the  House  ^u$\ 
abandoned  to  his  discretion,  and  he  completed  hia  Inventory  accor- 
Ang  to  Bnlkly's  direction. 

On  his  principles  w^  do  not  see  what  should  restrain  him  from 
eliterine  the  House  ev^n  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  inv^torying 
and  selling  his  Effect,  if  Bnlkly  wond  attend  and  affirm  that  he 
claims  them  as  hii  own. 

The  Judgement  is  understbod  on  all  hands  to  be  collusive.  Tlie 
Sherif  him^f  seems  to  be  of  that  opinion :  but  there  is  no  Court 
of  Chancery  to  detect  the  fraud :  and  thra  in  a  Case  where  the  Hem- 
edy  wond  be  certain,  for  M'  Dickenson  is  a  judgement  Credi^r  of 
long  standing,  and  ^m  mere  Charity  has  withheld  his  Execution 
M''  Howel  is  also  a  Creditor.  Even  independant  of  these  Consider- 
ations if  Bulkly  ooud  strip  the  House  of  all  he  might  possibly  claim, 
ia  ri^t  of  marriage,  it  woud  be  of  very  Kttle  benefit  to  him,  nor 
wond^t  im^m'mode  us:  the  Chief  of  the  furniture  belonging  to  M^. 
Jones  an  absent  Delegate  of  Virginia,  M"  Howel  M"  Prid  and 
another  Rehition  of  the  famil jr.  These  ate  represented  to  us  as 
Facts,  and  we  think  ourselves  bound  to  1^  tbem  before  your  Excel-' 
leiicy  fVom  motives  of  Humanity  as  well  as  Justice;  and  because 
it  woud,  to  say  no  more  be  unreasonable  that  we  sbond  suffer  Very 
great  Inconveniencies  which  even  the  Rigour  of  Law  does  not  require^ 
and  t  Court  of  Equity  woud  prevent.  . 

Oii  the  whole  we  shall  be  perfect!  jr  satisfied  if  the  Sherif  conducfs; 
himself  by  the  Opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  ifho  is  a  publick 
officer.    The  station  ic(  which  we  are  placed  and  the  Circtimstances 
of  the  Case  seem  to  point  it  out  a^-  proper.     Delicacy  alone  forbids' 
ua  to  trouMe  your  Brcellency,  or  we  shoud  request  the  favour  of; 
yovr  Direction. 
-  I  have  the  Honoaif  t6  be  with  the  greatest  Bei^pect  Sir, 
yeur  Excellency's  most  obedient    ' 
'&  very  humble  Servant, 

■J AS.  DUANB.*- 

Dtrkl«7^-^His  Bioellency  President  Reed. 
*  See  page  629. 
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Brig.  Gbh.  Jambs  IrvikIe  and  Col.  O.  Matthsws  to 
C0SORB68,  1780. 

Pfttkdelphn,  ie«  Deeembur,  1780. 
(Copy.) 
Sir, 

Appointed  to  the  lionor  of  waiting  on  Congress  in  bohalf  of  on 
unfortunate  fellow-captiyes  still  in  posaesnon  of  the  Enemy  on  Long 
Island^  we  are  instructed  to  represent  to  that  honorable  Body  the 
neeessity  of  yielding  them  Lnmediate  relief  and  sopporL  The  keen 
sensation  insepsrable  from  pressing  want  induoed  them  to  solicit  Sir 
Henry  Clintons  permission  for  this  pnrj^ose ;  wa  will  n<^  howeTor,  lest 
we  wound  too  deeply  the  feelinf^  of  hamanityi  enter  into  a  detail  of 
all  the  oompUoaled  ills,  they  iuive  experienced  during  the  space  of 
nineteen  tedious  months  in  which  tboy  have  received  no  mauner  of 
support  from  the  Publjc-^not  even  bsdthair  Board  paid  j  in  conse- 
quence ofLwhich  some  of  them  have  been  compelled  to  seek  a 
wretched  retreat  from  famine  in  the  detested  Provost  of  New  TorL 

Under  cover  are  Sundry  Papers  which  will  explain  to  your  Excel* 
l^ney  and  Congress  in  what  manner  it  will  now  be  in  your  power  to 
aJTord  relief  to  your  unfortunate  Officers,  by  furnishing  them  with 
such  necessarys  as  can  best  be  spared  for  that  purpose.  To  this  we 
earueatly  b^g  your  earliest  attention,  and  should  any  further  person- 
al explanations  be  necessary  we  will  be  happy  in  attending  Congress 
or  any  part  of  the^i  for  this  purpose. 

The  confidence  thus  reposed  in  us  by  our  fellow  prisoners  not  on- 
ly affords  an  opportunity  of  manifesting  our  attachment  to  them 
and  attention  to  their  wuits,  but  also  to  represent  our  own  particn- 
Isr  Situation,  wherein  we  have  received  a  deeper  wound  from  oor 
Country,  than  either  want  could  impose  or  the  severity  of  an  eaemj 
could  inflict 

^  Our  vanity  does  not  lead  us  to  boast  of  more  than  common  abili- 
ties as  Soldiers  }  but  in  point  of  attachment  and  readiness  to  do  onr 
duty  when  our  country  callS|  we  yield  to  none. — ^Consciooa  of  hav- 
ing sacrificed  interest  and  ease  for  her  service,  and  son^e  of  ns  n^- 
lected  the  duties  of  a  Parent  to  a  rising  family  of  helpless  childrta; 
and  that  since  we  became  her  Soldiers  we  have  never  iodulgad  a 
wish  to  i^urvive  the  liberty  of  our  opuntry ;  we  leave  yon  to  judge 
what  must  be  oor  feelings  when  held  up  to  pjublio  view  to  be  points 
ed  at  as  unworthy  the  rank  we  bore  in  her  Army,  and  undeserving 
those  liberties  for  which  wc  have  fought  and  bled,  by  the  ezebange 
of  Officers  Prisoners  of  a  few  months  4«te  in  preference  to  jia  wko 
have  indurcd  a  captivity  of  more  than  three  torturing  years. 

Mortifying  as  these  reflections  must  to  a  sensible  mind,  neeeeeaii- 
ly  be,  they  are  sometimes  softened  by  the  belief  that  they  were  ocea^ 
sioned  by  inattention  rather  than  i^cy  design  to  iqiire  j  and  tiMtt 
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Congress  «01  readilj  apply  immediate  relief  to  the  wound  we  bave 
received  by  effectiDg  our  liberation  for  the  Prisoners  still  remain- 
ing in  their  hands— ^ia  which  also  we  hope  will  be  included  the  yet 
unfortunate  Gentlemen  in  the  hands  of  the  Enemy  on  Long  Islana 
-^srely  jnaiioe  calls  for  such  a  step  and  humanity  adds  her  request 
&r  its  ezeeatioQ. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  all  possijble 
Bespeol  &  esteem  Four  Ezoellenoy's  Most 

Obedient  and  very  Humble  Serrant, 
(Signed) 

JAMES  IRVINE;  B.  Gen*. 
GEORGE  MATHEWS, 

Col.  9^^  Virg.  Regfc. 
His  Excellency  Samuel  Huntington  Esquire. 


Wm.  MoOalla  to  Council,  1780. 

Bucks  County  December  17tb,  1780. 
To  th«  Supreme,  the  E;K9cutive  Council,  of  tbe  State  of  PennsyU 
Tania. 

Gentlemen  agreeable  to  my  Commission,  and  the  Trust  Com- 
mitted to  me,  as  Commissioner  of  Purchases  for  the  supplies  of  the 
Army,  I  haTe  applied  to  Col.  Arthur  Irvine  to  purchase  from  him 
Forage  and  Other  Grain,  as  he  hath  a  Large  Quantity  of  both, 
and  oan  Obtain  none,  he  makes  a  slighty  Excuse,  and  says  if  I  had 
CoBtinental  Money,  he  woud  sell  me,  but  that  Excuse  is  entirely  be* 
eauae  he  knows  that  I  have  no  Money  of  that  sort,  nor  oan  procure 
any,  at  present  has  Daily  Trafficing  with  his  Grain,  and  exchange 
ing  it  for  Iron,  &c.  sending  tiie  Iron  to  the  North-ward,  and  Car- 
rying on  a  Trade  in  that'&speot,  and  when  spoke  to  he  replies  that 
lie  pays  no  regard  to  me  nor  any  other  Authority,  he  will  sell  and 
dinpose  as  he  thinks  proper,  this  Gentleman  is  causing- a  great  IHs* 
satiafaction  among  other  Individuals,  that  is  sparing  Generously  out 
ef  their  small  quantitys,  that  he  Either  will,  or  shall,  have  these 
libertys  I  did  not  ohnse  to  go  into  any  foreive  measure  with  him, 
before  aequainting  with  bis  Conduot,  the  above  you  nmy  depend  can 
be  wall  Autbeniioated  by  Good  Evidences. 
I  am  Gentlemen  your  most 

Obd*.  &  Very  Humble  Servant. 

Wm.  CALLA. 
C.  P.  B.  C. 
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PaVID  RlTTENHOtJSB  TO  PRE6.  ReED,  1T86. 

Biecem'.  IStb^  17M. 
Sip, 

YonrB  dated  in  Coinicil,  the  14tli*  i  received,  bnt  a  hnrrj  of  Bna- 
ness  has  preyented  my  answering  it  sooner.  The  Continental  monej 
in  my  hands  at  present  is  qnite  iocenslderable,  wtoinsive  of  about 
35,000  Bollan  #hich  is  not  in  a  oondidon  to  ba  rwsned.  Then 
is  upwards  of  j£30,000  of  the  new  State  mosej  in  the  Treamiry. 

I  heartily  wish  the  House  was  fully  acquainted  with  the  sitnation 
of  our  finances,  but  it  is  a  matter  that  will  require  much  time  and 
attentton.  For  my  own  part  I  fancy  that  I  foresee  diffioulties  al- 
most insuperable  nolees  new  measures  are  adopted  to  raise  public 
money.  In  the  present  mode  I  doubt  whether  the  entire  sum  to  be 
raised  the  ensuing  year  will  be  worth  much  more  than  an  18  penny 
Tax  was  in  73  or  74.  The  sums  to  be  levied  are  set  in  the  old  Con- 
tinental money,  worth  at  present  perhaps  about  ^^  of  the  nominal 
Sum,  and  I  shall  acknowledge  myself  greatly  mistaken  if  before  the  8 
monthly  Taz^s  are  collected  it  does  not  sink  to  ^^^.  This  would 
perhaps  be  of  littla  consequence  if  we  were  not  under  the  necessity 
of  reissneing  the  old  money,  and  could  procure  and  issue  the  new  at 
full  value.  But  how  is  this  to  be  done.  The  new  money  most 
be  received  in  Taxes  at  some  certain  rate,  compared  with  the  old,  or 
«  Nobody  will  take  it  if  they  cant  pay  Taxes  with  if'  will  be  Ihe 
Cry.  Shan  it  be  sat  at  40  for  one,  it  will  then  be  redooed  at  onoe  t* 
i  of  >he  intended  value,  ft  the  publick  Stook  proportionably  distn* 
ished.  It  will  perhaps  be  wiser  to  fix  it  at  120  for  once  alter  s  few 
months  ihe  old  money  faDs  to  150  or  160  for  one  and  a  tofaai  stop 
to  all  oolleoting  of  Taxes  takes  place,  overy  body  haa  the  new 
money,  but  they  eannot  part  with  it  nnleaa  you  allow  them  speda 
value.  The  Consequence  is  that,  either  yon  must  allow  one  new 
Dollar  to  pay  the  Tax  of  150  or  200,  and  so  the  pnbliek  revcnnea 
dwindle  to  nothing,  or  you  do  not  alter  the  rate,  ft  tha  new  money 

depreciates  as  fast  as  the  old   In  short  I  look  npon  the  old 

money,  excessive  in  its  nominal  Quantity,  destitute  of  any  pn^er 
support,  and  with  the  most  iMiaoooantable  and  Contradictory  prejn- 
dioes-taok'd  to  it,  to  be  tiie  greatest  evil  we  hibonr  under,  uad  anflU 
cient  to  ruin  any  Curvenoy,  QnHd  and  Silver  not  eocoepted,  whieh  is 
in  any  way  oonaeeted  with,  it,  and  I  verily  believe  the  aasociation 
lately  entered  into  to  presore  its  oredit  waq  a  mistaken  Step,  whiok 
will  be  attended  with  pernieions  Coa^9qjaaao%8.  Bad  as  it  is,  it  will 
nevertheless  make  a  very  formidaJ>le  opposition  to  every  attempt  that 
may  be.made  to  introduce  any  thing  better  in  its  room. 
I  am  Sir  with  great  respect  Tour 

most  orient  Humble  Serv^ 

DAVD.  RITTENH0U8K* 
ZHrec/^,— His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State. 

*  See  page  667. 
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Brig.  Gen.  Jambs  Irvinb  to  Assbmblt,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  18«*  Dec,  1780. 
Sir, 

Nominated  to  the  parnfdli  tfaongh  from  Its  hoped  for  happy  con- 
sequences,  pleafaing  office  of  waiting  on  Congress  and  the  Legislature 
of  tjiis  Statfi  on  behalf  of  my  unfortunate  fellow  captives  on  Long 
Island,  I  am  instructed  to  lay  before  them  the  distresses  to  whi<^ 
they  have  been  subjected,  not  only  from  a  total  want  of  almost 
every  necessary  that  ean  render  life  supportable  but  also  from  the 
adoption  of  a  system  whereby  the  Prisoners  of  this  State  are,  as 
they  conceive  cruelly  denied  the  advantages  aflForded  to  those  of  the 
other  States ;  that  of  being  exchanged  for  the  Prisoners  taken  by 
the  subjceta  o^  auoh  States  respeetlveiy. 

In  justice  to  the  supreme  Legislature  of  their  country  as  well  as 
in  iend^matt  to  their  own  injured  feelings,  they  would  willingly 
suppose  that  the  Besoludon  of  Congress  forbidding  the  futniti 
exchange  of  prisoners  in  the  Hne  of  any  particular  Slate,  eovld  not 
ba  intentioaally  designed  against  the  unhappy  subjects  of  this 
Oomwonwealth ;  yet,  when  th^  oonsider  the  great  nnnber  of 
Fennsylvasia  officers  ni  captivity,  the  total  Dsglect  or  inability  of 
the  Public  at  large  to  relieve  their  urgent  necessilles }  tlie  consequent 
ODormoQs  ezpeace  whtoh  this  State  nrast  neoessaiiiy  inenr  in  admins 
iatering  to  titesewauts;  and  reoollesting  the  many  instanoes  wherein 
the  Oentlemcn  of  other  States  have  been  liberated  upon  prineipiea 
diieetiy  opposite  to  those  now  complained  of,  they  cannot  deny 
tbemselves  the  justice  of  remonstrating  against  a  systea  which  in 
its  operation  must  unavoidably  injure  the  gentlemen  whon  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent. 

On  the  subject  of  suj^lies  they  think  it  sufficient  to  inform  this 
honorable  House  that  sinoe  the  20^  of  May  1779,  they  have  received 
no  manner  of  support  of  the  Public,  notwithstanding  repeated 
sfiplieations  both  to  Congress  and  the  Legishture  of  this  State, 
Confidently  relying  on  the  wisdom  and  humanity  of  this  Honse,  ar 
well  as  on  their  ability  to  relieve  their  suffsring  officers  in  captivity^ 
I  will  ventne  to  suggestto  them,  that  if  Specie  ean  be  peoenred  it 
will  not  only  afford  nicore  immediate  relieJ^  but  be  also  attended 
with  lees  inconvenienoy  than  any  other  method  at  present  practicable;: 
bnt  if  thm  be  impossible  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  yon  tiM< 
oopies  of  sundry  papers  which  will  fully  explain  how  re^ly  it  may 
be  done  by  sending  in  such  articles  therein  speeifted  as  ean  best  be 
spared.  In  addition  to  these  paperal  also  lay  before  yon  the  copy 
of  m  letter  to  The  honorable  the  Congress  on  the  sabjeet  of  supplies 
and  exehange^  and  the  high  opinion  I  entertain  ef  your  justice  and 
bummnity  iednees  me  to  hope  that  nothing- in  the  power  of  this 
Boose  will  be  wanting  to  lessen  the  gciMval  AstMSes  .therein 
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represented,  or  to  attend  to  the  reparation  of  the  iojarieB  too  jnsklj 
complained  oL 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  every  sentiment  of  respect 
Sirj  your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  IRVINE, 

B.  Qen^  Penns*  BGlitia. 

Directed^ 

The  Honorable  Froderiok  Muhlenberg,  Esquire^  Speaker  to  tbe 
House  of  Assembly. 


Brio.  Gbk.  James  Ieyinb  to  Pass*  Rcbd,  1780. 

Pluladclphia,  18<^  Deoemfaer,  1780. 
Sir, 

Permiited  by  Sir  Henry  CHinton,  and  requested  sad  auHioined 
by  the  unfortunate  capdre  offioen  on  Long  bland  to  represent  ii 
their  name  the  distresses  they  have  long  suffered  in  the  serneeof 
tiieir  country;  and  at  the  same  time  to  beg  that  an  end  majat 
length  be  put  to  those  sufibrings  which  they  have  hitherto  boms 
with  more  than  common  fortitude  and  magnanisstty  through  a  semt 
of  afflictiBg  years,  but  which,  from  long  mpreoedentedly  long  cob- 
tiauanoe  are  at  length  become  insuppcHTtable. 

Desirous  of  parfonning  with  Fidelity,  the  duties  of  this  difitealt 
office  I  bave^  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  Matthews,  who  is  jeitted 
with  me  in  Utis  commission,  laid  before  tho  Htmorable  the  Gongms 
a  letter  on  this  subject  the  copy  whereof  will  aooonnpany  this;  sod 
whilst  I  earnestly  reccommend  to  the  attention  of  your  Excelleocj 
and  the  Honorable  Council  that  the  most  speedy  and  eifeeto&l 
measures  may  be  taken  for  the  relief  of  our  suffering  oaptiveB  ia 
general  and  the  subjects  of  this  State  in  particular,  I  must  b^  j«ar 
forgiveness  for  demanding  your  attention  one  moment  to  the 
wouoded  feelings  of  an  individual. 

Without  incurring  the  imputation  of  vanity  or  be»g  chaigsd 
with  assuming  a  merit  I  have  no  pretention  to,  I  flatter  myself  I 
may  be  suffered  to  assert  that  I  entered  into  the  service  of  mj 
country  at  an  early  period  of  the  war  with  as  much  military  ezperi- 
enee,  and  equal  aeal  and  attachment  to  her  interest  and  bappines 
as  most  of  the  Officers  of  my  rank  who  have  since  been  less  unfor- 
tunate. A  detail  of  the  accumulated  injuries  I  have  since  ezperi- 
enced,  though  painful  to  the  recollection  and  troublesome  in  the 
relation,  I  will  nevertheless  venture  to  give,  to  shew  your  Bzoeiieoey 
the  justioe  of  my  present  complaint.  Appointed  to  the  tank  of 
Lieutenant  Oobaal  in  the  flrst.£eginunt  vi  this  State,  I  detsnaiiied 
to  devote  my  future  life  to  the  service  of  my  injured  Country  upon 
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anT  terms  not  dishboorable.  A  short  time  however  only  elapsed 
^  till  I  had  the  moitifieatioa  to  see  ofioers  who  were  then  my  ibfefion 
promoted  to  a  rank  above  me ;  and  a  Resolution  of  Congress  pre- 
oladingme  from  the  fkossibitity  of  regaining  that  rank  wbioh  from 
my  commission  I  was  entitled  to.  I  had  no  alternative  but  that  of 
resigotng  or  frabmitdng  t»  th«  indignity;  I  obose  the  former.  Bat 
ihoagh  eoiistiained  to  l^ve  reioetantly  the  Continental  Army  my 
attaehment  to  my  ooantry  was  not  lesseaed  nor  my  seal  for  her 
service  in  any  degree  abided.  Honored  afterward  with  tho  Com* 
austionof  Brigadier  Gooerai  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  I  continued 
to'exereise  the  duties  of  tint  offioe,  and  I  hope  the  Gentlemen  with 
whom  I  bad  the  honor  to  serve  will  bear  witness  to  the  readiness 
and  fidelity  wherewith  I  did  my  duty  till  I  was  so  taafortunate  as  to 
become  the  captive  of  our  JBnemies.  To  enlarge  upon  all  the 
distresses  and  indignities  inseparable  from  this  state  wonld  ba^ 
detaining  your  Exoellency  from  the  more  important  duties  of  your 
high  station;  but  injustice  to  myself,  permit  me  to  say  that  after' 
having  borne  with  becoming  fortitude  a  oaptivity  of  three  tedious 
years  of  almost  every  speoies  of  distress,  I  have  seen  by  an  express 
Kesoltttion  of  Congress  an  officer  who  was  captured  but  a  few  months 
since  exchanged  in  preference. 

Judge  Sir^  what  must  bo  the  feelings  of  a  man  conscious  of  having 

done  his  duty  witb  alacrity,  served  his  Country  with  fidelity;  a  mai» 

who  has  bled  profusely  in  defence  of  her  rights  and  liberties ;  who 

for  her  has  suffered  a  long  and  painful  captivity  with  patience  and 

resolution;  who  has  been    tantalized  with   flattering  prospects  of 

liberation  which  he  is  now  never  likely  to  experience;  deluded  with 

the  ill  founded  hope  of  experiencing  unsolicited   that  justice  to 

wbieh  he  knew  himself  entitled ;  and  at  last  to  be  doooaed  by  an 

act  of  the  supreme  Legislature  of  his  Country  to  perpetual  captivity^ 

to  an  endless  separation  from  his  kindred,  connections,  friends/ in 

short  from  every  blessing  that  can  render  life  supportable :  Judge  I 

say  the  feelings  attendant  on  such-  a  situatioui  anid  suffer  me  to  hope 

that  your  Excellency  and  Council  will  in  your  wisdom  and  justice 

aiibrd  me  auch  relief  as  will  most  effeetnally  tend  to  the  reparation 

of  the  injuries  I  suffer. 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  highest  respect  and  esteem, 
your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant^ 

JAMES  IKVINB, 

B.  Gen'  Pcnns*  Mil". 
J[?ireetedy 

His  EzccUcDcy  Joseph  Bcod;  Esquire. 
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Wm.  Bradfokd  Js.  Att'7  OffiffL.  TO  Pftss.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Pkikd^,  Dod'  18, 1780. 
Sir, 

Ever  wea  the  Gonnoil  in  which  yo«  ppeiida  did  me  the  ttBsoii- 
oited  honor  of  calling  me  to  the  post  of  Attomej  Ghnenl,  I  have 
felt  mjBelf  under  the  stroDgeet  obligations  to  discharge  the  Doties  of 
it  with  fidelity  and  attention.     It  is  one  of  the  first  wishes  of  aj 
heart  to  do  honor  to  their  choice  afid  to  serve  the  pnbiio  in  whose 
name  they  have  commissioned  me.   Inflnenoed  by  these  feelings  and 
sensible  that  I  have  acted  agreeable  to  them,  I  was  svrprised  to  hear 
that  the  Ghief  had  so  far  mi^aken  my  condttct  as  to  insinuate  to  your 
Sxoellenoy  that  I  have  been  inattentive  to  my  duty :  and  tho'  I  trost 
the  reflection  was  not  intended  to  injure  me,  yet  I  beg  leave  to  stale 
the  circumstances  of  the  affiir  which  is  the  subject  of  his  letter :  k 
I  am  sure  the  simple  relation  will  be  a  full  josUfioation  of  my  condoet* 
On  the  first  Day  of  the  last  Quarter  Sessions  just  before  the  Court 
met|  Mr.  Ingersol  informed  me  that  a  daim  was  to  be  argued  thai 
morning  at  the  Chambers  of  the'  Chief  Justice  &  requested  my 
attendance.     I  accordingly  went;  and  while  there  was  informed 
by  Mr.  M^Kean  that  a  Habeas  Corpus  had  been  taken  out  for  Oiis- 
wold  returnable  the  next  Day  at  ten  o'clock.    I  told  him  it  was  veiy 
unfortunate  as  I  was  obliged  to  attend  the  Sessions  at  that  hour :  and 
proposed  that  the  prisoner  might  be  brought  up  at  nine,  at  which 
time  I  W9uld  attend  on  the  part  of  the  l&te.     The  Chief  Justice 
had  no  objections :  and  I  undertook  to  inform  the  Sheriff  and  Mr. 
Sergeant  who  was  council  for  Oruwold,  of  the  alteration.    I  did  so : 
Mr.  Sergeant  told  me  he  should  not  attend  nor  make  any  ai^meat 
on  the  cocaaion,  adding  that  he  understood  the  Chief  Justice  declined 
hearing  argument  on  such  Occasions.    The  next  morning  a  little 
before  ten  o'clock  I  waited  on  the  Chief  Justice,  being  prevented 
from  attending  earlier  by  persons  who  bad  bumness  in  the  Sessions. 
LatCy  however  as  it  was,  neither  Sheriff,  prisoner  nor  Council  had 
been  there.    And  as  the  business  of  the  Court  required  my  attend- 
ance as  soon  as  possible  I  informed  his  Honor  that  Mr.  Sergeant 
declined  attending  or  arguing  the  matter,  &  that  therefore  there 
would  be  no  occasion  for  my  attendance :  adding  that  if  there  were 
no  objections  taken  to  the  return  of  the  Sheriff,  I  supposed  the 
prisoner  would  be  remanded.     The  Chief  Justice  said,  he  chose  the 
matter  should  be  aigued,  &  Mr.  Sergeant  must  attend,  I  replied,  it 
was  vety  w^H :.  when  be  attended  I  was  willinff  to  meet  him :  but  ss 
he  declined  being  there  that  morning,  I  would  go  to  the  Sessions 
where  I  was  wanted.     Upon  this  I  hastened  to  my  other  businesi 
hoping  that  if  a  future  day  was  appointed  I  should  have  noUoe  of  it. 
But  I  never  heard  anything  more  of  the  affair,  untill  the  next  day 
when  I  understood  that  Griswold  was  at  large. 

«  Sec  619-652,  65i. 
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WiUi  Tenrd  to  the  other  HuboM  GotpsA  that  wav  ialm  out,  I 
neTer  had  the  leaat  mformatlon  of  them  nntill  mjif  retara  from  B«ck« 
Comrt.  it  waa  then  tgo  late,  ftrthe  priaoaen  wera  admiited  to  BaiL 
Thia  ia  a  full  and  true  atate  of  the  facta  aa  &r  aa  lay  raeollaolioii 
aenrea  me,  &  I  hope  will  ooDvinoe  your  Eacellenoy  &  the  Honorable 
ConneU  that  I  have  pot  beeo  inattentiTe  to  the  Dutka  of  my  ofioe. 
With  the  greateat  leapect  I  haye  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  I^oelleneya 
^  Most  ob«  hnml  Serv*. 

W-  BRADFORD,  Jun. 
Directed^ 
,  His  Excellency;  The  president  of  the  State. 


Sbc'rt,  Matlack  to  Frakcis  HopKiKsay,  1780, 

Sir, 

The  President  h  Council  have  thought  proper  to  postpone  your 
IVial  until  Thursday  morning  next  ten  o'clock  of  which  you  will 
please  to  take  notice. 

1  am  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant. 

T.  M.  Sec.* 
Philada.  Dec.  18«  1780. 
Dirededj 

To  Hn'ble  Franda  Hopkinson^  Esq.  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Admiralty. 


Pees.  Rebd  to  Wm.  Hbnrt,  1780. 

D-  Sir, 

I  received  your  Favour  by  express  &  was  obliged  to  detain  him 

till  I  had  kid  the  matter  before  the  Assembly  who  can  alone  effect 

the  care  for  that  terrible  disease  which  pervades  all  our  departments 

A  makes  publick  Business  an  iovidious  t  Insupportable  Burthen 

they  have  concluded  to  remove  the  Cavalry  to  Lebanon  if  it  can  be 

done  &  send  the  Invalid  Horses  over  Susquehanna.     As  to  press 

Warrants  the  Law  appointing  Mr.  Wirts  gives  him  the  Power  ' 

required  which  ought  &  must  be  the  Rule  of  his  Conduct  k  in  which 

I  hope  he  will  be  fully  supported.     I  ani  told  the  Stato  Money  will 

be  made-  a  legal  tender  but  I  very  much  doubt  whether  that  will 

extend  its  Credit-Hsoercive  measurea  will  I  fear  never  create  pubHck 

C4yDfidence.    Your  Letter  has  been  read  in  the  House  but  with  what 

Kffect  I  cannot  say. 

The  Troopa.yott  aay  complain  much  of  wanting  Soap  Candlea  and 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIL,  pp.  667,  673,  674,  678,  679,  688,  684. 
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TegetaUes  A;  we  «totaplaiti  Tery  niiob  thftt  the  People  of  LaSKiiker 
ft  other  GoaaCiee  will  not  pay  their  taxes  to  enable  us  to  proenre 
them  these  artiolee,  are  not  both  Complaints  reasonable.  Ovr 
Treasury  is  at  the  lowest  possible  ebb  even  the  first  offioetB  of  the 
State  are  obliged  to  borrow  Money  for  their  Support  &  this  in  the 
rich  ft  plentifai  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  sneh  it  is  not^ithstandiog 
all  its  Complaints.  I  am  glad  yon  have  sent  a  Colleetor  to  Piison 
for  pecalation — if  I  was  an  absolute  Prince  for  one  Minute  I  would 
employ  it  in  giving  orders  for  his  Execution.  Of  what  avail  are 
Laws  or  of  what  Conseq^ience  is  Govehiment  unsupported  ft  left  to 
struggle  with  every  pitiful  waste  ft  disgrace  which  a  private  Geatlemaa 
would  shudder  at.  Do  my  good  friend  open  the  £yea  of  those  aboat 
vou  it  is  Madness  ft  Folly  of  the  most  pernioious  kind  to  go  on  thus, 
lour  Members  dare  not  vote  for  the  only  Measure  that  will  relieve 
us  because  they  are  afraid  of  doing  their  duty,  ft  disobliging  their 
Constituents.  But  I  must  not  express  what  I  feel  or  believe,  ia  due 
time  they  will  know  who  understand  ft  pursue  their  true  Interests. 

All  I  can  say  is  that  whatever  hardships  ft  Inoonvenienee  the 
People  of  your  County  suffer  from  the  Troops  they  must  thank 
themselves.     In  time  I  hope  they  shall  do  better. 

I  am  Sir^  Your  Obed.  ft  very 

Hbble  Ser. 

J.R. 
Directed, 

W.  Henry,  Esq.  Lancaster. 
Indorsed^ 

December  19th,  1780.    To  W-  Henry  Esq'  of  Lancaster. 


Pbbs.  Reed  to  Christian  Wirtz,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  12  Inst.*  was  duly  received  :  We  are  sensible 
of  the  diffioultiea  you  have  to  encounter  &  are  sorry  it  ia  not  in  our 
Ppwer  to  give  you  more  Beli^.  But  it  ia  the  Assembly  alone  who 
can  do  it  effectually  it  is  their  Province  to  supply  us  with  the  Means 
of  purchases  o^other  Procurement.  We  accordingly  laid  your  letter 
first  before  the  Members  of  your  county  stating  the  consequence  to 
be  apprehended  it  was  afterwards  laid  before  the  House  ft  tiiis 
Horning  a  Committee  met  us  in  Conference  when  it  was  eonelnded 
to  apply  to  the  Board  of  War  to  remove  the  Cavalry  to  Lebanon  & 
the  Invalid  horses  over  the  Susquehanna,  but  no  Measures  are  taken 
or  I  fear  will  be  this  Session  to  supply  the  Commissioners  with  Cash 
which  will  be  more  agreeable  than  State  Money.  We  have  onlj  to 
say  therefore  that  you  must  strictly  follow  the  Law  under  which  jw 

•       *  flcep*go66S. 
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are  appoiiited  &  if  thai  i$  ioaiifieieiit  to  answer  tbe  desired  end  neither 
yourself  or  the  Oonneil  can  be  blamed  foe  not  doing  what  they  have 
Bot  ibe  Means  of  doing  &  if  the  Peojde  of  the*  Country  suffer  any 
hardships  &  inoonvenienoies  they  will  probably  instruot  their  Repre- 
sentatives before  next  sessions  to  apply  suitable  Remedy.  The 
Disease  is  created  by  the  People  &  the  Means  of  Cure  in  their  own 
bands.  A  better  Payment  of  Taxes  will  do  much  in  saoh  qaso  this 
is  allways  in  their  Power. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 

J.  R. 

Directed, 

'  Christian  Wirtz,  Esq.  Commiss.  Lancaster. 
Jndortedy 

December  19*  1780.     To  Christian  Wirtz,  Esq.  Com'  of  Pur- 
chases. 


Col.  Nicola's  Cobkesponpbnce  bvlatiye  to  REOBniriNO, 

1780. 

Col.  Nicola  Epistolary  corr^pondjanoe  rolatiye  to  Recruiting. 

No.  1. 

Philada.;  Augt.  16th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Under  the  Care  ef  Lients.  Btgham  A  Befin  I  send  yon  48  volun- 
teers from  York  County  ft  28  from  Lancaster  County,  all  armed  ; 
these  are  Men  engaged  to  serve  to  15th  January  next.  Their  En- 
listments and  Copies  I  cannot  send  not  having  rec'd  any.  Under 
the  Care  of  Will  Hennec  ft  two  other  of  the  York  County  Volun- 
teers goes  Christopher  Wingle^  a  Deserter  from  Your  Line ;  he  was 
brought  from  York  Co.  by  these  three  Men  who  have  undertaken 
to  conduct  him  to  Camp  ft  have  rec'd  480  dollars  reward. 

I  also  send  25  recruits  enlisted  to  serve  during  the  War^  the 
Number  should  have  been  35;  but  two  are  siok  in  Hospital,  and  I 
Iiave  lost  Eight  by  One  that  went  off  yesterday,  besides  the  Ezpence 
the  Public  has  been  at  I  lose  1000  dollars,  and  the  recruiting  Ser- 
jeant a  Considerable  quantity  of  Clothes.  Lewin  Green  is  not 
strickly  within  the  recruiting  Instruction  which  limits  the  Youngest 
to.  18  Years  of  Age,  and  he  is  not  quite  17,  but  as  he  is  a  promising 
Xad  I  took  him  under  the  resolve  of  Congress  which  directs  such 
to  be  taken  to  supply  the  place  of  Servants  to  Officers. 

How  far  the  7  Months  men  will  answer  the  public  Utility  I  can- 
xiot  determine,  but  am  certain  it  has  been  very  detrimental  to  tbe 
recruiting  service,  ft  from  every  information  I  can  receive  half  the 
'  VoL.Vm.~29  '  • 
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Ezpence  vonld  the  last  Winter  hate  proonred  aa  many  Men  toiene 
dnriDg  the  Wor. 

The  Cotmcil  is  informed  that  some  of  the  Reemits  Enlisled  by 
Capt.  Anderson  have  deserted.  Ton  are  requested  to  receive  « 
appoint  some  proper  person  to  receive  From  Oaptn.  Anderwa  as 
msny  half  Johannes's  in  Gold  as  he  has  leet  Men.  I  shall  pn 
Lieut  Bigham  Money  to  pay  the  reornits,  he  takes  with  him  their 
3d  Bounty,  as  soon  as  they  reach  Camp.  Should  any  of  tiiem 
desert  hy  the  way  what  they  were  to  receive  must  be  paid  to  the 
person  who  receives  Captn.  Johnston's  money,  whom  I  request  Yon 
will  direct  to  send  Me  an  Account  of  what  money  he  receives.  As 
Various  Causes  have  Occasiond  the  Recruits  to  have  different  Soni 
due  to  them,  I  inclose  an  Acct.  of  what  Each  man  is  to  receive, 
also  a  return  of  what  Clothing,  &c.,  Each  recruit  has  Reoeivd. 
Permit  me  to  assure  you 

that  I  am  with  respect 'Sir, 

Your  most  Obedt.  Servt, 

LEWIS  NICOLA 
Major  Oeol.  St.  Clair  or  Officer  Commanding  Pcnns'a  Line. 

No.  2. 

Philada.,  18th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  favour({  with  yours  of  the  12th  Instant,  and  in  Gob- 
fleqiienca  thereof  have  roc'd  Captn;  Beily  into  the  Invalid  Reginit 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  obliging  approbation  of  the  recruit* 
ing  business  being  put  under  my  direction  }  how  far  I  am  qualified 
for  the  Task,  a  mo3t  disagreeable  &  Vexatious  one,  I  ^hall  not  pie- 
tend  to  determine,  but  can  safely  affirm  no  one  is  more  Zealous  by 
that  and  every  Other  Means  in  my  power  to  Contribute  to  tha 
{^vantage  of  the  Service. 

Last  Wednesday  I  sent  you,  or  rather  Intended  to  send  you,  71 
Volunteers,  but  when  they,  wore  to  Embarke  6  or  7  were  Miasiag. 
I  also  sent  25  recruits,  but  am  sprry  to  say  that  from  the  Neglect  of 
the  Officers  into  whose  Care  they  were  Intrusted  I  fear  the  Number 
will  be  Considerably  reduced. 

It  gives  me  pain  to  personally  blame  or  Complain  of  a  Brother 
Officer,  but  Justice  to  the  service  Oblige  me  to  ^lo  it  on  some 
Occasions. 

Last  Wednesday  about  11  o^Clock  in  the  Morning  we  got  all  the 
Men  we  could  Collect  on  board  the  Shallop.  I  returned  to  the 
Barraoks  &  was  told  by  a  Temporary  Serjt.  of  the  Volunteers,  who 
had  been  left  to  collect  the  Stragglers  that  be  could  not  find  one — 
apprehended  they  had  deserted  &  Carried  off  his  Coat,  &  that  he  had 
some  reason  to  suspect  they  were  gone  on  Shipboard.     I  sent  to  the 
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wharf  to  call  Lieut  Bigbam  to  whom  I  CommaDicated  the  loforma- 
tioD,  and  desired  that  he  or  LieUt.  B^vid  should  applj  to  the  Conn- 
oil  for  an  Order  to  search  the  Shipping  &  the  other  remain  on  board 
with  the  Men.  About  two  o^ Clock  One  Callingham,  a  Volonteer 
who  had  deserted  the  day  before  was  brought  to  me  &  Confind.  I 
also  ree'd  Information  that  some  of  the  Men  were  on  Shore  but 
Obliged  to  return  by  a  small  party  of  Invalids  left  on  the  wharf  for 
that  purpose,  but  no  OiBcer  had  been  near  the  Vessel,  which  had 
teild.  About  5  o^Clodc  Lieut.  Bigbam  rode  into  the  Barracks ;  I 
sent  for  him,  and  in  presence  of  Coll.  Pickering  Expressed  my  Sttr* 
prize  at,such  a  Neglect  of  duty,  particularly  as  there  was  not  an  old 
or  trusty  Serjeant  on  Board,  &  that  I  thought  myself  in  duty  bound 
to  inform  you  thereof ;  he  said  the  yessel  was  onljgone  to  Kensing- 
ton, &  that  they  would  Immediately  repair  on  board.  I  acquainted 
Lieut  Bigham  that  Callingham  was  in  the  Guard  House ;  he  desired 
to  have  him  &  that  he  would  take  good  Care  of  him.  Into  whose' 
custody  he  put  him  I  know  not  but  the  next  morning  he  was  again 
brought  to  me,  being  deteeted  in  a  bouse  from  which  he  attempted 
to  Empe  by  leapipg  out  of  ^n  Upper  Window.  Soon  after  tl^e  Con- 
yersation  with  Lieut.  Bigham  I  sent  a  Serjeant  to  l^ensington  who 
reported  to  me  that  the  Vessel  was  under  m1  but  could  not  tell 
whether  any  Officer  was  on  Board. 

I  Bmbrade  the  Opportunity  of  the  2d  Delaware  Regiments  goin^ 
to  damp  to  send  what  deserters  we  have  here.  Among  them  Cal- 
lingham &  two  other  Volonteers  of  the  last  party  Just  brought  in,— 
also  George  Cook,  the  R««liit  menti'd  in  my  Inl;  tf  he  geta  to 
Gamp  His  third  half  Johannes,  which  I  shall  retain  in  my  hands, 
will  pay  half  the  Money  I  advsnced  to  disengage  him  from  the 
Jersey  State  Regimt.  I  also  propose  sending  a  Kecruit  Returned 
from  the  Hospital  &  One  Enlisted  this  Morning,  &  three  Volonteers 
sent  me  since  the  last  party. 

I  hcpe  you'll  Excuse  the.  I)ieerre<!tneA»  of  and  Srasurta  ift  this. 
Had  Mollere  been  at  my  Elbow  he  would  have  met  with  many  aaore 
Caosea  of  Complaint  than  he  has  Enumerated  m  hi»  Gomeily  lea 
Feacheuse.  I  believe  there  has  been  a  Gonepiracy  among  th€i  Males 
iu  females  to  tot ment  md  ulnae  I  sat  down  to  write* 
I  am  with  respect  Sir, 

Tour  Most  Obedt.  Bervt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inv'ds. 

Major  Genl.  St.  Clair. 
• 

Pi  S.  The  Money  given  to  Lieut.  Bigham  &  what  will  be  Re- 
turned by  Captn.  Anderson  will  serve  to  py  two  of  the  Recruits 
their  third  Bounty,  &  Cook,  as  above  mentioned,  has  not  Any  thing 
to  Receive;  Cook  has  rece'd  1  Hat,  1  Goat,  1  Jact^  1  Sbirl,  1 
pr.  Overalls,  &  1  pr.  of  Shoes. 
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No.  S. 

FhUada.^  25th  Angt.,  1780. 
Sir, 

A  receipt  has  been  brought  to  me  giFen  by  the  Officer  of  your 
Guard  for  one  Andrew  Cunningham,  a  deaerter  from  the  InTaUds. 
The  man  ktely  belonged  to  my  Regiment,  but  found  sofficientlj 
recovered  for  field  duty  was  on  the  28d  April  last  Returned  to  the 
1st  Maryland  Regiment,  to  which  he  Originally  belonged,  &  from 
which  I  presume  he  deserted  &  Enlisted  either  into  the  2d  Delaware 
Regim't  or  a  Substitute  in  the  Militia.  As  the  man  is  fit  for  serTioe 
I  beg  he  may  be  taken  care  of  &  sent  to  the  Army  by  the  first  safe 
Opportunity ;  &  as  it  is  proper  his  History  'should  be  known,  I  re- 
quest your  sendine  this  letter  to  Oolo.  Scammel,  Adjut  Genl.  In 
our  Muat^  Rolls  ne  is  marked  enlisted  during  the  war* 
lam  Sir, 

your  most  Obedt.  Seryt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Colo.  Liv'ds. 

In  Consequence  of  Directions  from  the  Vice  President  for  the 
State  I  send  you  by  the  Bearer  two  Recruits  and  two  Volonteers 
^r  the  Pennsvl.  Line,  which  he  desires  may  be  taken  care  of  &  sent 
to  Camp  by  the  first  safe  Opportunity. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Trentmi. 

No.  4. 

Sir, 

I  take  tlM  opportunity  of  a  Corporal  of  Invalids  going  to  Trenton 
to  send  two  Recruits  &  tw^  Volonteers  addressed  to  the  care  of  the 
Officer  commanding  there  with  a  request  he  would  fortrard  them  to 
Camp  by  the  first  Opportunity. 

I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  remit  to  you  L.  C.  hard  Money  for  the  last 
part  of  the  Bounty  due  the  Recruits.  If  you  can  pay  cash  of  them 
a  half  Johannes  or  an  Equivalent  in  paper  a  75  for  one  I  shall  send 
it  to  you  ]>y  the  first  Opportunity. 

Permit  me  to  assure 
you  that  I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obedt.  Servt, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Invds. 
\    Philada.,  25th  Augt.,  1780. 

Major  6enl»  8e.  Clair  or  the  Commanding  Officer  in  the  PenDSik 
Line  in  Camp. 
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No.  5.  : 

Philad.,  27th  Augt.,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  Bent  a  BecrnitiDg  party  under  the  direction  of  Serjeant 
Richard  Morthwait  to  Lancaster  &  the  neighbourhood,  &  request 
the  favour  of  your  Assistance.  I  am  informed  a  Gutter  is  arrived 
at  Boston  from  the  2d  Division  of  the  French  Fleet,  which  it  left 
off  Bermudas;  if  so'  We  should  use  our  utmost  endeavours  to 
strengthen  our  Army.  Possibly  some  part  of  your  Barracks  will 
be  convenient  to  lodge  the  party  and  recruits,  if  so  I  request  your 
procuring  it.  •  I  have  given  the  Seijefmt  Money  to  raise  7  Recruits. 
Should  he  be  snooessful  &  likely  to  procure  more  T  beg  you'll  assist 
him  with  money  which  I  will  repay  you  if  possible  by  an  order  on 
'your  Treasurer,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  will  be  most  agreeable 
to  you.  When  the  Public  Service  requires  Your  Endeavours  I  am 
perswaded  Appoligies  for  trouble  are  needless,  but  beg  leave  to 
assure  You  that 

I  am  Sir, 

Yoot  most  Obedt.  Servt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Colo.  Inv'da. 
To  Colo.  Atlee* 

.      No.  6. 

Phikda.,  29th  Augt,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  hope  the  Reomits  sent  to  you  the  15th  Inst,  under  the  Care  of 
Lieut.  Bigham  are  safe  arrived.  Also  three  sent  the  18th  under 
the  Care  of  the  new  Delaware  Regiment.-  Siiioe  that  I  have  sent 
two  more  by  one  of  my  Corporals  addressed  to  the  care  of  the  Officer 
Commanding  at  Trenton,  &  to  day  propose  sendingloff  4  more. 
This  mode  of  Conveyance  does  not  well  please  me,  but  I  cannot 
devise  a  better,  &  Keeping  recruits  here  is  very  dangerous  as  thev 
have  so  many  temptations  .&  Opportunitys  to  desert;  last  weec 
Eight  of  the  Invalids  Regiment  went  off,  k  those  that  we  thus  lose 
are  Oenerally  the  most  Serviceable.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you 
will  desire  one  of  your  Aids  to  give  me  notice  of  the  Arrival  of 
Henry  Stephens  &  Gectf'ge  Cook.  Eaeh  of  the  two  men  last  sent, 
and  the  four  that  are  to  go  to  day  is  to  receive  a  half  Johannes  or 
its  equivalent  in  papr.  money  as  soon  as  he  Joins  the  army.  I  am 
at'  loss  how  to  send  money  for  this  purpose.  I  consulted  the  Vice 
presidt.  yesterday,,  who  desired  I  would  request  of  you  to  get  the 
men  paid  if  money  can  be  procured  in  Camp,  and  that  by  the  first 
>«afe  Opportuni^  nxNiey  ahall  be  seaf  to  defray  these  k  future  de- 
mands of  li|w.  same  nature.    ColonL  PidDeriog  talks  of  goipg  soon 
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to  Camp,  bj  him  I  will  send  money  if  I  do  not  meet  with  a  speedier 
cooveyance. 

Besides  the  party  Reoroiting  I  have  sent  another  to  Lancaster, 
where  Colonel  Atlee  informs  me  some  good  recruits  may  be  hid, 
and  has  promised  his  assistance.  I  have  in  a  former  letter  menUon'd 
the  difficulty  I  labour  under  in  regard  of  sending  recruits  to  Camp ; 
I  am  now  obliged  to  do  it  through  the  Channell  of  the  Militia  st 
Trenton — should  they  march  I  shall  be  utterly  at  a  loss;  most 
therefore  request  your  advice  &  assistance^  &  that  you  will  permit 
to  assure  you  that 

I  am  Sir, 

yowr  OMMit  ohedt.  8erv|.| 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  loTds. 

To  Ma]r.  Qenl.  St  Clw  w  Officer  Comfluu»ding  the  Pemiaylv'a 
Line. 


No.  7. 
Philadetp*,  August  the  29th,  1780. 

I  send  9  Beaver,  Seijt.  Job  of  lihe  Invalid  reg't,  4  Reeniits  for 
the  Pennsa.  Line  which  I  am  under  the  Necessity  ^  fecomnieDtf ng 
to  your  care,  &  Requesting  you  will  forward  them  to  camp  by  the 
first  safe  opportunity — also  a  Letter  for  Genl.  St  Glair  which  it  is 
necessary  he  should  receive  with  laoruits. 

Tour  most  Obedt,  Servt, 
_  LEWIS  NICOLA,  Colol.  Invds. 

To  Tb0  OSoer  CcuiiiiaQd'g  Penwylva^a  Militia,  Trenton. 

Ne.  8. 

Sir, 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  with  4  Recruits  whose  Enlistments 
are  Enclosed,  &  a  return  of  what  ^aecessaiies  I  could  procure  £ar 
them. 

I  am  with  respect  Sir, 

Your  meet  Obedt  Servt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inv'ds. 
.    >Maj.  Genl.  St  Chur  or  Officer  Command'g  Fennsy'a  lane. 

P.  £L  I  have  Wrote  a  Lang  lettor  to  yoa  by  tids  days  post 
.which  probably  yon  will  veoeive  bafosD  this.raschtti  Oamp. 
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No.  9. 

Camp  near  the  New  Brige,  Sepr.  5tb|  1780. 
Sir, 

I  baye  tbe  Kcoeipt  of  several  of  your  letfrs  to  acknowledge  whioh 
sfaoald  not  have  been  so  long  delayed  if  I  had  not  been  ill  of  a 
fever,  wbioh  indeed  has  prevented  my  taking  notice  as  yet  of  yonr 
Complaint  against  Lieut't  Bigbam,  which  I  am  the  more  surprized 
at  as  I  have  ever  fonnd  him  remarkably  attentive — more  so  than 
mosi  Officers  of  his  station.  What  you  mention  is  however  a  very 
extraordinary  Deviation  from  Buty^  and  shall  not  be  passed  over 
without  Censure  at  Least. 

Capt.  Henderson  has  paid  me  no  moncn^  nor  indeed  have  I  asked 
bim  for  any  as  you  have  not  mentioned  on  what  Acct  be  was  to 
pay  it;  neither  has  Lieut't  Bigham  said  a  single  Word  to  me  about 
money. 

Two  only  of  the  three  Men  you  mention  to  have  sent  by  tb(i  De- 
laware Regiment  have  arrived ;  four  others  Since,  which  are  I  sup* 
pose  the  four  alluded  to  in  your  favour  of  the  29ch.  What  mny 
have  become  of  the  two  sent  to  the  care  ef  the  Militia  Officer  at 
'  Trenton  I  know  not.  Stephens  &  Cook  arrived  and  once  both 
deserted. 

The  sending  on  the  Recruits  through  the  Militia  Is  by  no  means 
a  good  mode^  but  the  wretched  state  of  our  Money  makes  it  difficult 
to  point  out  a  better,  as  officers,  though  it  is  undoubtedly  a  part  of 
their  Duty,  cannot  be  employed  to  bring  them  up  without  having 
their  Ezpences  borne,  and  the  Ezpence  would  be  very  heavy  if  they 
were  sent  with  every  small  party  it  may  be  necessary  to  send  away 
from  Fhiladclp',  which  is  certainly  a  very  bad  place  for  them  to  be 
detained  in  as  they  are  there  exposed  to  every  Species  of  Vice  & 
Seduction. 

I  should  think  it  the  best  way  to  commit  them  to  Goal  untill  a 

'  Sufficient  number  are  collected  which  might  be  brought  up  to  the 

army  under  the  Care  of  an  Officer  and  a  proper  party,  which  would 

always  be  sent  on  application  unless  we  should  be  in  such  a  situation 

to  expect  the  Enemy. 

At  present  it  Is  not  possible  to  procure  Honey  to  pay  of  either 
the  Recruits  that  are  arrived  or  those  that  may  arrive,  as  there  is 
'  not  a  Shilling  in  the  Treasury.     If  any  Payments  are  to  be  made 
here  it  will  ^  therefore  necessary  that  money  be  sent  up. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  Humble  servt., 

AR.  8T.  CLAIR. 

To  Col.  Nicola. 
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^   No.   10. 

PhUadelp^,  Sepr.  9th,  1780. 
Sir,   • 

In  expectation  of  dispatchiDg  Capt.  MoElhatton  this  day  with  a 
party  of  Pennayly'a  Volunteers — the  numbers  I  cannot  yet  ascertain 
as  some  came  in  last  night  but  no  report  has  yet  been  made  thereof 
— &  11  recruits  I  sit  down  to  wiite,  but  am  doubtfiU  whether  1  can 
accomplish  my  intention  as  the  Capt.  Cannot  Stir  'till  he  gets 
money  from  the  Board  of  War  to  bear  his  Ezpences — A  matter  of 
difficulty. 

In  hopes  of  Colonl.  Pickerings  going  immediately  to  Camp  I  last 
week  gavef  him  6  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  to  you,  but  as  I  find 

•  hb  dttpartuie-  uncertain;  I  will  endeavour  to  get  the  money  &  send 

,  it  by  Capt.  McElhattou  with  fouf  thousand  more. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  by  Capt  MoElhatton  whether  all  the 
recruits  I  sent  have  got  safe  to  camp,  particularly  Greo.  Cook,  bj 

.  whom  I  shall  bose  600  dollars  if  he  does  not,  also  William  Stephens 
for  whom  I  have  Engaged  to  pay  his  third  Bounty  to  keep  him  oat 
of  Goal.  I  have  also  retained  Ludwick  Pools  bounty  for  same  acct. 
Praneis  Hickman,  one  of  the  Pennsylv*  Voluntiers  who  deserted, 
was  lately  brought  to  me ;  he  offered  to  enlist  for  the  War  in  case 
he  was  pardoned,  which,  by  direction  of  y*  Vice  president,  I  pro- 

.  mised,  &  he  has  according  enlisted.  Also  Robert  Story  who  for- 
merly belonged  to  Capt  Corans  Comp'y  of  ArUficers  but  found 
guilty  of  shooting  a  man  when  Sentry,  likewise  pardoned. 

Colo.  Palfrey  having  informed  me  that  when  we  are  to  be  paid 
in  the  new  money  the  Interest  due  thereon  was  to  be  reckoned  as 
part  of  the  sum  to  be  received;  this  was  at  the  Treasury  Board 
whea  the  many  Inconvenienoies  attend'g  it  immediately  struck  me, 
&  1  represented  the  impossibility  the  paymasters  would  be  under  to 
Settle  with  the  men,  as  the  Interest  of  a  Dollar  is  but  a  farthing  & 
a  Fraction  a  month,  some  farthings  would  be  the  stoppage  to  be 
made  from  a  soldiers  6}  dollars,  but  besides  the  trouble  we  have  no 
money  small  enough  to  settle  such  stoppages,  nor  could  the  men 
recover  the  loss  from  the  persons  they  laid  out  their  money  with, 
but  found  the  Treasury  board  either  would  or  could  not  determine 
the  point  I  intended  to  give  you  notice  of  this  that  the  Officers 
might  take  some  steps  to  remedy  the  inconvenience,  but  considering 
that  it  is  often  easier  to  prevent  a  determination  than  get  it  altered 
when  once  taken  I  sent  a  memorial  to  Consress  on  the  Subjeet 

One  of  the  Recruits  sent  appears  to  me  older  than  what  is  allowed 
by  the  recruiting  instructions,  tho  he  says  he  is  but  41  years.  The 
Serjeant  says  the  people  of  I^ncaster  assured  him  the  man  is  not  as 
old  as  he  appears,  k  that  he  marched  37  miles  in  one  day  better 
than  most  of  the  men.  Had  I  been  on  the  spot  I  would  not  have 
taken  him,  but  as  most  of  the  expence  was  already  paid  I  think  it 
best  to  keep  him. 
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laolosed  I  lend  the  enlistmcnte  and  r^^irns'of  neoessaiiM  reeeiv'd 
bj  the  men,  &  what  bounty  e«ch  man  iOo  receive. 

I  am  just  informed  with  jours  of  the  5th  and  extremely  sorry^to 
leara  that  you  have  been  nnwelli  but  hope  you  have  thoroughW  got 
the  better  of  your  fever.  It  was  with  much  reluctance  I  mentioned 
any  thing  of  Lt.  Bigham's  affair,  but  being  very  apprehensive  that 
some  of  the  men  would  take  the  opportunity  to  desert^  thought  I 
could  not  with  propriety  avoid  it. 

Bv  the  recruiting  Instructions  every  man  Enlisted  is  to  receive 
two  half  Johannesy  or  the  value  in  paper  money  here,  and  %  third 
when  he  joins  your  Line. 

The  presedent  and  Council  conceiving  the  acc'ts  would  be  easier 
to  Settle  if  kept  by  one  person,  directed  I  should  supply  Capt.  Hen- 
derson with  the  necessary  money  for  his  recruits  when  he  set  off. 
I  gave  him  three  half  Johannes  to  pay  three  men  he  inlisted  when 
they  arrived  at  Camp ;  the  Council  informed  that  at  least  one  of 
tbem  had  deserted,  directed  that  the  money  not  paid  on  account  of 
the  recruits  not  reaching  Camp  should  revert  to  the  recruiting  fund, 
and  for  that  purpose  should  be  paid  to  you  or  such  person  as  joxt 
should  appoint  to  receive  it,  &  the  same  Regulation  to  take  place  In 
regard  to  other  men  &  monies  sent  to  camp.  When  Lt.  JBigham 
took  Gharee  of  the  recruits  sent  under  his  care  I  gave  14048  dollars 
to  be  paid  to  you  or  order  for  the  purpose  of  paying  each  mans 
additional  Bounty,  &  as  for  various  reasons  the  sums  were  not  the 
same  to  all,  I  inclosed,  if  I  mistake  not,  an  acc't  what  Each  man 
was  to  receive ;  but  least  I  should  have  Omitted  it  I  send  a  Copy, 
&  shall  be  obliged  to  vou  if  you'll  desire  the  person  to  whom  you 
^  commit  the  receipt  ana  payment  of  these  monies  to  send  me  an 
account  of  such  Men  as  may  desert  before  they  receive  their  3d 
bounty,  otherwise  I  shall  not  have  it  in  my  power  to  settle  the  Genl. 
Aect  Capt.  McElhatton  carries  Ten  thousand  Dollars  for  that  use 
to  be  paid  you  or  order. 

I  did  not  much  approve  of  sending  the  recruits  I  raised  through 
the  Ghannell  of  the  Militia,  but  having  no  Other  was  Obliged  to 
embrace  it,  &  am  at  a  loss  hOw  I  shall  forward  such  as  I  raise  in 
future.  1  now  send  84  Volunteers  and  16  Recruits,  Vizt., — 11 
mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  Letter,  4  Raised  yesterday,  k 
one  returned  from  the  Hospit'l.  Hickman  &  Story  have  both  de- 
aerted.  .  Colol.  Humpton  informs  me  the  latter  was  a  Deserter  from 
his  Regiment. 

I  fear  this  epistle  will  tire  your  patience^  therefore  shall  only  add 
that 

I  am  with  respect  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedt.  Servt, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  CoL  Inv'ds. 

Sunday  Morning. 

P.  S.  A  member  I  met  at  the  Coffee  House  last  night  told  me 
that  Congress  referred  my  memorial  to  a  Committee  whose  report 

29* 
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was  so  favourable  that  a'^solve  was  mado  that  no  iDtcrest  slioald 
^be  charged  on  Monies  paid  to'  the   Army  'till  farther  order  of 
Congress. 

As  I  foresaw  no  money  could  be  procured  from  y*  Board  of  War, 
only  a  Warrant  on  the  pay  mas'r  Genl.,  whose  Coffers  are  empty, 
being  anxious  to  set  the  tncn  off  I  procured  2000  Dollars  from  the 
Treasurer  of  this  City.  The  num'r  of  Recruits  having  encreased  I 
send  vou  2000  doUrs.  more. 

Migc.  Geal.  St  Glair  or  Officer  Commaadg.  peniuL  Line. 


No.  11. 

Philadelp'a,  26th  Sepr.,  1T80. 
Sir, 

I  am  informed  by  Capt.  MoKlhatton  that  I  omitted  mentioD'g  in 
my  last  to  you  that  I  had  sent  2000  dollars  additional  to  the  10,000 
mentioned  before  this  augmentation  of  the  sum  I  thought  requisite 
as  I  sent  more  recruits  than  I  at  first  expected. 

I  was  much  surprized  to  find  so  few  of  the  recruits  had  arrived  at 
Camp.  The  Captain  informs  me  two  fell  sick,  but  on  his  return  be 
met  them  proceeding  in  the  baggage  Waggons  belonging  to  Colonel 
Pickering,  who  hadl>een  so  obliging  as  to  grant  them  permiasion  as 
the  party  that  went  out  with  the  Recruits  were  so  strong  I  had  not 
the  least  doubt  of  their  getting  safe. 

Desertion  appears  to  me  to  be  now  a  kind  of  Trade  maeli  Bo- 
eouraged  1  believe  by  the  great  linity  shown  numbers  of  them  who 
richly  deserve  to  suffer  the  seventy  of  the  Law. 

The  Invalid  Regiment  lies  so  conveniently  here  for  Privateen 
that  we  loose  a  surprising  number. 

I  send  under  the  care  of  Serjt.  Anderson  of  the  3d  Peonsylva. 
four  Recruits,  Vizt.,  MichL  Loughery.  formerly  a  Serjt.  in  the  first 
when  he  inlisted.  I  promised  I  would  request  of  you  to  return  hira 
to  his  former  Regt.,  which  I  shall  be  much  Obliged  to  yon  for  if 
not  inconsistant  with  your  plan  of  distribution.  The  other  three 
are  boys  whom  I  Enlisted  at  the  desire  of  Colonl.  Harmer  who  told 
me  your  line  was  in  great  want  of  musick  i  of  these  Golden  &  Oli- 
ver appear  to  be  apprentices  who  have  been  claimed  by  their  Mast'rs 
but  they  have  givcb  them  up  on  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
assembly,  (Vizt.,)  receiving  their  bounty  and  pav  during  the  time 
'  of  their  Servitude  unexpired,  which  is  4  years  ror  Golden  and  3} 
for  Oliver.  I  must  therefore  request  you  will  order  their  respective 
paymasters  to  retain  their  pays.  Only  Loughrey  and  Campbell  are 
to  receive  thei^  8d  Bounties. 

Capt.  McElhatton  told  me  that  yon  had  assnred  him  the  2nd 
frenoh  fleet  was  arrived^  an  event  which  I  hope  will  prove  of  mneh 
beneficial  Consequence  to  us»  but  of  which  no  official  acconnt  was 
laat  night  received  by  Congress. 
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I  flindefdj  «iah  joa  to  amplo  harrMM^  lAsvek  aUd'aiMlm  yoa 
ihai 

I  am  Sir^ 

Your  most  H'ble  Serrt.j 

J4EWI8  NICOLA,  Col.  Inv'da. 

_  Inclosed  I  send  the  Inlistment  of  Jobn  Clark,  a  7  months  mati 
ivho  deserted.  Hickman  is  with  Clark  in  the  new  Ooal  and  Cost 
3£  hard  money  to  the  State,  money  I  believe  thrown  away,  as  1 

.  donbt  much  that  either  of  theni  will  ever  do  the  public  three  penny- 
worth of  Service  as  Soldiers. 

I  have  detained  Loughrey  on  acct.  of  his  speaking  Oerman,  I 
being  acquainted  in  Lancaster  County^  to  assist  my  Serjeant)  he 

'has  behaved  very  welL 

Majr«  OenL  St.  Clair  or  Officer  Commaod'g  PemiB/a  Line^ 

No,  12. 

PhiladeVa^  6th  Ooto'r,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  send  you  by  Seijt.  Murthwaite  of  the  Invalid  Regt.  seven  Re« 
eruits  which  I 'flatter  myself  will  all  arrive  safe  as  the  Serjt.  is  a  very 
smart  active  man,  and  will  be  careful  not  to  lose  any  enlisted  by 
hiip*  I  i^m  informed  a  deserter  is  Oonfieed  in  Treiit(Mi  Ooal  that  is 
supposed  to  be  one  of  my  Recruits.  I  have  directed  Murthwait  to 
^dquire  for  him  and  if  he  is  and  he  thinks  he  can  safely  conduct 
him  to  take  him  to  camp.  Indoaed  are  the  muster  roll  and  a 
return  of  necessaries  drawn. 

Ferait  mate  Congratulate  you  no  our  late  providential  fisoapCi 
&  to  assure  you  that 

I  am  wiib  BeBpect  SSt, 

Tour  Meat  Obedt.  ServMiii 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inv'ds. 
.  .  Hajr*  Qenl.  St.  Qlair  or  Officer  Oommand'g  pennsy'a  lane. 


No.  13. 

Phikdelp'a,  27th  Novr.,  1780. 
Sir,      . 

The  Bearer  Serjt.  Murthwait  has  under  his  care  7  Reoniiis  which 
I  hepe  he  will  deliver  Safe  in  Camp.  I  should  have  sent  them 
sooner  but  waited  for  an  opertunity  to  send  for  a  supply  of  money 
to  payv^hcrir  8d  Bounty,  btft  have  not  found  one  Since  I  received 
the  money  firom  the  Tveamirer,  nor  tm  I  certain  of  it  now,  having 
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oi4jr  CMoK  HuBpteM  laftmatioii  tktt  CMopL  Mmam  inm  to 

return  to  camp  j*  beginlng  of  this  week.  1  wrote  to  the  Goloiil.  w 
Saturday.  I  have  sinoe  sent  several  Umet  but  reoeived  no  other 
information  but  that  he  has  not  been  at  his  Lodgings  sineenoc 
oould  his  Servt.  give  any  Notice  where  his  Master  was  gone.  la 
expectation  of  his  setting  out  or  that  some  other  oportunity  will 
offer  in  time,  I  send  the  men. 

Among  the  Enlistmjents  yon  will  find  one  for  James  Tisher^  a  7 
months  man  who  never  joined  the  Army ;  he  was  brought  to  as 
with -other  deserters  and  ISnIisted  to  serve  during  the  War.  There 
are  upwards  of  Twenty  deserters  from  your  army  in  Goal,  most  of 
them  from  the  pennsylva.  Line^.  I  would  willingly  send  theia  to 
Camp  but  cannot  meet  with  any  poper  escort  going  to  camp. 

When  I  got  thus  far  T  reed,  a  letter  from  Golonl.  Banner  inform- 
ing me  he  would  not  set  out  this  Week ;  I  shall  therefore  look  oat 
for  an  ISarlier  OpertiQiity.  An  aoot  has  siso  been  brosght  to  me 
that  Adam  Hamilton,  one  of  my.Beeruits,  has  been  arrested  by  the 
Sheriff  for  a  debt  real  or  pretended^  but  I  hope  to  get  him  agsiDi 
for  which  purpose  I  keep  his  finlistmt.' 

Permit  me  to  lassure  yon 
I  am  with  respect  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedt.  8ervt.| 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inv'ds. 

Major  OcbI.  St  Clair  or  Officer  Command'g  pennsylTn.  Line. 


No.  14. 

Mount  Kemble,  Deer.  lOth,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  two  Letters  from  yon  ^ddfessM  to  OenI  .St.  Clair 
or  officer  commanding  the  pennsylva.  Line  the  last  dated  the  29tb, 
Ultimo,  mentioning  Ten  thousand  Dollars  to  pay  the  3d,  Bounty  to 
the  Recruits,  but  as  you  did  not  say  what  that  bounty  is,  or  who 
those  wreAo  whom  it  is  dalivd^  I  shall  not  Issue  any  part  of  it, 
nntill  I  hear  further  from  you  on  this  Subject 

Several  of  the  first  recruits  you  sent  to  Camp  in  the  Summer 
complain  that  they  have  not  receiv'd  their  full  bounty. 

I  am  next  to  inform  you  that  two  of  the  last  Recruits  nnder  the 
Coodoet  of  Serjt  Murthwait  deserted  on  their  way  to  Camp,  and 
three  more  the  same  evening,  they  arrived,  all  belonging  to  As 
.Convention  Troops. 

X  ha.vo  Stt9picion  of  your  Seijt.  ho  certainly  Imposes  npon  the 
Country  by  Inlistiag  Brittish  desetcs.  who  remain  ooly  a  few  dajs 
in  Camp  with  a  view  to  Debauch  our  SoUliWrs,  tad  then  £ffeat 
their  eaeape  to  ye  £ja^y.  had  the  iqscmey  aj^proprialed  to  thii 
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Serrioe  in  Philftdclirfiia  been  Tranemitted  4o  the  army  we  eonld 
have  Secared  a  Considerable  number  of  good  Soldiers,  amonj  the 
Seven  months  men,  howevr.  it  is  now  too  late  to  Correct  the  Error, 
as  a  few  dajs  will  put  a  period  to  their  term  of  Service. 
I  am  Sir,  jour  most  Obedt. 

&  verj  Humble  Servt. 

ANTT.  WAYNE. 
CoIoL  Hieola. 

No.  15. 

Fhilada.  16  Deer.  1780. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  epportnnitj  of  Corpl.  Smith,  of  the  lOtJi,  going  to 
Camp  lo  send  yoa  two  recruits  which  I  hope  will  arrive  safe  &  a 
retom  of  the  necessaries  they  received  here  are  inclosed.  The  29th, 
laai  month  I  gave  Lt.  Wigton  10,  000  dollars  to  be  paid  to  Oenl. 
Si.  Clfir  to  nay  the  8d.  Bounty  lo  jraoruita  seal  to  Camp  which  I 
anppoee  he  haa  paid  to  yon. 

Three  of  the  last  recruita  sent  to  camp  found  their  way  here  as 
aoon  as  the  party  Ihat  conducted  them,  they  were  idl  Goal  Birda 
tak^n  out  by  ordr.  of  Council,  they  are  all  in  the  new  Goal  k  shall 
£0  back  safe  if  Iron  can  secure  them^  if  they  have  not  already 
reoe^ved  their  boanty  I  beg  they  may  not,  as  a  half  Johannes  has 
been  paid  for  apprehending  each.  I  have  such  reliance  on  your 
equity  that  1  make  no  doubt  of  their  being  properly  rewards. 
Permit  me  to  assure  you,  that  I  am  with  respect, 
Tr.  most  Obedt.  Servt 

LEWIS  NICOLA  Col.  Ind. 
To  Oenl.  Wayne,  or  officer  commanding  Pennsylv.  Camp. 

JSo.  16. 

Philadelphia  Decemr.  19th,  1780. 

Tour  favour  of  the  10th  Cnrrt.  I  received  yesterday  Infonmnff 

.SM  of  the  BeoL  of  10,  000  Dollars  bat  that  you  wove  unipformed 

bow  il  skoud  be  applied,  having  giving  all  requisit  ioformation  on 

tlMU  head  in  a  former  letter  lo  Genl.  St.  Clair.    I  did  not  think  lit 

Beoessary  to  repeat  it. 

Every  recruit  is  entitled  to  8  half  Johannes  or  an  Equivalent  ip 
paper  money,  the  last  of  which  is  not  to  be  paid  till  the  man  goes 
lo  Camp,  which  bounty  I  request  you  will  order  to  be  paid  to  the 
.Ilecruits  not  yet  paid,  that  they  shoud.  not  have  auy  just  Cause  of 
Complaint^  I  have  at  different  limes  sent  30,  018  dollars  for  tbi^ 
purpose. 

Serjt.  Murthwait  informed  mo  on  his  return  that  one  man  deserted 
from  him  on  the  march^  you  mention  two.    I  have  again  examined 
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&  he  still  persists  io  liaving  lost  only  one  and  that  he  delivered  the 
others  to  the  officers  appointed  hj  you  to  receive  them,  as  to  the 
three  you  mention  to  have  deserted  the  evening  they  reached  camp, 
I  have  wrote  to  you  about  them  in  my  letter  of  the  16th,  Inst 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  Complaints  against  the  Serjeant,  whose 
behaviour  for  near  three  years  in  the  Regiment  has  never  given  any 
of  his  officers  the  least  cause  of  Suspicion. 

I  have  employed  him  in  the  Recruiting  Service^  becatiae  on  fiyal 
I  found  him  the  most  capable  o£^any  of  the  Serjeants  in  the  Invalid 
Regimt.  I  shoa'd  be  glad  to  know  what  foundation  there  is  Ibr  the 
Charge  that  m^y  b^  brought  to  Tryal  if  cupable. 

In  answer  to  the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter,  I  can  only  inform 
you  that  I  was  Ignorant  of  the  Scheme  to  recruit  till  sent  fm  by 
'  council  &  informed  thereof  &  received  my  orders  &  Instructions. 

Unwilling  to  lie  under  the  least  imputation  that  can  affeet  ny 

Character  as  an  officer  or  a  Gentlemen,    I  have  applied  for  an 

enquirey  into  my  Conduct  in  the  recruiting  Service,  and  ye,  Conndl 

'  have  appointed  this  evening  for  thai  purpose  when  Oenl.  St.  Clair 

has  promised  to  attend,  I  requested  the  same  favour  of  CoIobL 

'  Harmer,  &  that  he  wou'd  produce  Colonl  Butlers  letter  containing 

pointed  charges  but  he  has  declined  both  as  the  letter  was  a  private 

'  one,  &  he  had  no  authority  to  produce  it  on  a  public  BxaminatiofD. 

I  hope  yon  will  receive  a  Supply  of  hard  money  to  induoe  the  7 
montha  men  to  Enlist,  as  Mr.  Joseph  Dean  informed  me  laat  night 
that  600  had  been  already  Subscribed  for  thai  purpose. 
Permit  me  to  assure  you,  that  I  am  with, 

respect^  Sir,  your  most  obedt.  Servt  % 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Ini 
To  OenL  W^ne  atthe  Head  Qrs.  of  the  pennsjla.  Line. 


PbBS.  BeBD  to   GbN.  WABHINQTOKy   1780. 

£  am  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Exccll'*  Favour  el  file 
Inst,  appointing  the  Places  of  Deposit  for  the  specffick  Artielea 
irequired  by  Congress.  Some  Difficulties  have  arisen  with  Respect  to 
Wyoming  which  the  lohabitants  of  this  State  do  not  consider  as  of 
Continental  Importance  but  only  as  holdin?  a  Possession  for  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  in  Consequence  they  think  it  hard  to  supply  it 
.  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Besides  w^ich  there  are  ComplaiDts 
of  Abuses  in  entering  the  Settlers  as  Soldiers  &  drawing  Rations — 
every  Officer  k  Soldier  under  Col.  Butler  from  Connecticut  is  m 
liandhplder  under  the  Connecticut  Claim  it  was  therefore  proposed 
that  Connecticut  should  support  it  as  a  State  Post,  or  in  Case  that 
State  declined  it  Pennsylvania  should  tako  it  up  without  any  Cbar^ 
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to  the  United  States — BepreseDtations  were  made  to  CongresB  &  tl&e 
inelosed  Resolve  has  passed  in  Consequence  of  which  we  wait  jour 
Excell'*  Determination  to  make  the  Arrangements  for  the  ensuing 
Season. 

I  haTe  the  Hpoonr  to  he 

jonr  Exeelljs  Obed  Hbble  S«rTl> 

Irtdorted, 

Dec.  19, 1780. 

Direciedf 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington. 


Prbs.  Rbbd  to  Saml.  Rea,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  8th  Inst.f  is  before  me  &  in  Answer  aoquaint 
you  that  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Council  the  Season  of  the  Year  will 
now  afford  a  sufficient  Protection  to  the  Frontiers— ^jon  will  there* 
fore  call  on  the  Militia,  collect  the  Fines,  &  make  Retnm  of  the 
Monies  agreeable  to  Law,  so  that  those  who  have  tamed  ont  may  he 
paid.  Yon  did  quite  right  in  lessening  the  Numbers  &  Council  very 
madi.flipp^ove  your  dismissing  the  Men  from  the  three  Battalions. 
I  am  Sir,  .  , 

your  Hbble  Serv^ 

J.  B. 

Indanedy 

Bee.  19th^  1780. 
'Directedf 

Col.  Saml.  Rea;  Lieut  of  Northamjpton  County. 


John  Van  Gampbn  vt  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Easton,  December  19tby  1780. 
Respective  Sir, 

I  have  the  Pleasure  to  Inform  your  Exoelency  this  day  Nicholas 
Depui,  Esq',  has  taken  his  seat  as  President  of  the  Court  of  Gknend 
Quarter  Sessions  agreeable  to  his  Commission.  It  seems  to  be  agree- 
able to  all  the  Magistrates  and  the  Oentlemen  of  the  Law,  more  so 
to  the  People  at  Large. 

I  think  It  my  doty  to  Communicate  to  your  Exellency  the  Alarni 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XU.,  p674. 
t  8«€  page  040. 
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gf  the  Cotmeetictnt  OeDtlemen  in  Possessiqp  at  Wyomii^  Ja  Bcgnd 
to  your  Ezelencj  ordering  to  stop  the  seDding  of  Floor. 

After  holding  a  Consultation  bj  those  Gentlemen  on  the  Sabjee^ 
they  have  sent  six  of  their  Principal  men  to  the  state  of  Gooneelaeat 
to  Lay  their  case  before  the  Governor  &  Council  and  Demand  Pro- 
tection. I  Expect  it  will  be. in  my  Power  to  Inform  Gooneill  et  the 
Socoess  and  the  Eoeooragement  they  Obtein  from  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut when  I  oome  down  j  which  I  expect  will  be  the  Second  ef 
January. 

I  have  the  Honour  Sir  to  be 

your  Exelenoys  most  Obed^ 

Humble  Serv*, 
JOHN  V.  CAMPKK.» 
Dtrededj 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


RBSOLCTION  of  AsSEMBLTy  1780. 
State  of  Pennsylvania;  In  Greneral  Assembly. 

Monday^  20th  December,  1780. 

On  motion  made  &  seconded, 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  Thomas  McKean,  Esquirei  Chief 
Justice  of  this  Commonwealth,  be  and  he  hereby  is  permitted  to 
occupy  and  possess  the  House  and  Lots,  with  the  appurlenanees^ 
late  the  Property  of  the  Rev'  Jacob  Duche,  the  yonnger ;  until  the 
first  day  of  July  next^  and  until  the  further  order  of  the  Oenenl 
Assembly. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

SAMUEL  8TERETT,  ClerLf 


Prbs.  Rbbd  to  Wm.  Hbnkt,  &g.|  1780. 

Sir, 

This  win  be  delivered  you  by  the  Count  de  Beux  Ponts,  a  Oolond 
of  a  Regiment  in  the  Service  of  the  King  of  France,  now  at  Rhode 
Island.  I  must  request  your  Attention  &  Civility  to  him,  not  only 
on  Ace*  of  his  own  Merit,  which  is  very  great,  but  as  he  may  have 
some  Influence  on  some  of  his  poor  deluded  Countrymen  who  cannot  be 

«  See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XTT.  p.  686. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.»  Vol.  XII.,  p.  678. 
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#eu6d  from  their  absdrd  Attachment  to  Oreat  Brittriii.  For  thU 
Purpose  I  would  wish  if  it  is  praotioable  heooald  have  Opportvnities 
to  ooQverse  with  the  German  Clergymen  &  sneh  Persons  of  Inflnenee 
of  that  Nation  as  might  tend  to  remove  Prejudioe,  oonvinoe  them  of 
the  Utility  &  HoDour  of  onr  Independenoe,  shew  them  theOertauity 
of  its  beiog  established,  &  the  Necessity  of  their  supportiog  cheer- 
fully the  War  for  the  attainment  of  that  glorious  Object — reconciie 
them  to  a  Oovernment  founded  thereupon  &  in  Fact  nndo  what  the 
Hessian  &  British  Officers  haye  been  doing  with  so  much  Industry 
for  some  time  past 

Your  Care  herein  will  do  the  State  a  real  Service  &  oblige 

Sir  your  Obed.  Hbble 

P.  S.    He  proposes  to  go  to  Lebanon  &  Reading.    I  shall  be 
glad  yon  would  give  him  Letters  to  suitable  Persona  there. 
Iniiorgedf 

1780,  December  21st,  To  Wm.  Henry,  Hoif.  Wm.  Atlee,  Hon. 
Samuel  Atlee,  Esq.,  Philips  Marstelier,  Col.  Valentine  Eckhart  & 
Henry  Haller. 


AssBMBLT    TO  Pbbs.  Bebd,    1780. 

Li  general  Assembly, 
*  Deo.  21-*,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  House  Dirset  me  to  indoee  for  your  Ezcelleno/s  Perusal  the 
Report  of  a  committee  of  this  House,  on  the  Subject  of  Qoartermasters 
&  Oomiesartes  Certiiidates,  which  was  laid  before  a  Oommittee  of 
'  Congress,  &  the  answer  of  the  latter  theteto.  I  am  further  directed 
to  roi^uest  Your  EKcellency^s  Si  the  Honble  the  Ootincils  Opinion 
thereon,  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  highest  ftespeot  and 
Eeteem. 

Your  Bzoellenoys  most  obedient 
&  yery  bumble  Servt, 

FREDK.  A.  MUHLENBURG^ 
Speaker. 
His  Bzedlency  the  Prendent  of  the  State. 


Prbs.  of  OoNaBBSS  TO  Prb8.  Bbbb,  1780. 

Oircular. 
H  Philadelphia;  December  22;  1780. 

8ir, 

Your  Excellency  will  receiye  herewith  enclosed,  the  Copy  of  an 
Act  of  Congress  of  this  Day  together  with  the  Extract  of  a  Letter 
'from  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  which  the  Act  refers. 
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ThdNaiwieAIinporUiMDoftikeSidiieotiflflofiilly  aUtodin  the 
IndMRirei^  and  the  Meoewity  of  a  GompliaBoe  with  the  reqnuitioQ 
BO  obviooi,  it  woald  be  supei^aoiiB  to  attempt  aDjadditioMl  Motifcs 
to  eall  forth  the  effeotual  Ezertioiia.of  the  reepeetiTe  States  to  cob- 
pleat  their  Qaotae  of  the  federal  Army,  with  theneeeflnrjiopplia. 
I  haye  the  Honor  to  be  with  every  Sentiment 
of  respect  &  Esteem  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  &  most  humble  servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON  PreaMeat 

P.  S.  Similar  Copies  were  by  the  Delegates  of  this  state  handed 
to  the  assembly  for  the  sake  of  dispatch. 

Bia  £||zceUeooy  The  preaidenfe  of  Peaoaylvaaia. 


EXXBACT  OV  A  IiETTBR  FBOM  QWSU  WASHIHOtOV  TO 
COJIGBBBS,  1780. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Ge&^  Washington  to  Congreaa,  Dated  Head 
qoartera  near  New  Windsor,  Deo^  15%  1780. 

^^  A  Paragraph  in  the  enoloaed  New  York  paper.  Confirms  tbtt 

Sirt  of  the  letter  of  the  17*^  of  October  from  Europe,  which  joor 
J»e^^qoy  baa  been  pleased  to  transmit  to  me,  whidi  mentions  the 
Intentions  of  the  britisb  administration  to  send  farther  leiDfone- 
mefita  to  ameriea»  This  is  a  matter  which  eaimot^  im  my  Opiakn, 
be  too  eoon  oommnnicated  to  the  several  States,  with  a  pMaaiDg 
aolioitation  to  take  the  meaanies  that  will  ^ffeetaally  ill  op  their  regi- 
.menta  i^  the.  eQur«9  of  the  wiMet.  From  what  I  ean  ]eaiii,floow 
are  patting  the  matter  npon  the  very  preoarioas  fboting  of  volontiiy 
enlistmentai  and  others  aobatitnting  fioea  where  the  ni«i  demanded 
are  not  produced  in  the  several  districts.  I  am  very  much  miitekea, 
if  by  the  first  mod^.aoy  oonaiderable  number  of  men  are  to  be  nieed 
at  this  time  of  day— and,  fr^n  the  latitude  given  in  the  last,  mooej 
will,  in  maoy  inataneea,  ba  paid  to  excuse  personal  service— The  last 
hope  of  the  e;Qemy  is  built  npon  onr  inability  to  raiae  a  new  innj, 
and  they  are  probably  piepftring  to  pttah  «a  in  onr  enfeeblfld  atote; 
— The  means  of  reestablishing  ourselves,  with  proper  &  spirited  exer- 
tions, are  wifbin  our  reach ;  and  should  they  in  the  spring,  instead 
of  only  the  nemnanta  of  oar  veteran  Begimenta,  meet  l^attaliou 
filled  with  men  whose  services  are  permanent,  they  must  either  give 
up  their  object  of  choice,  or  with  the  assistance  of  our  alliea,  we  shall 
be  in  a  cowiition  to  force  tbem  to  it. 

The'  accession  of  Holland  &  Portugal  to  the  iftrthem  leagoe  of 
neutrality  will  be^  undoubtedly,  very  embarrassing  to  Great  Britaia 
—But  this,  t  think,  may  be  relied  upon:  that  the  more  she  is 
insulted  and  oppressed  by  the  European  powersi  the  more  afae  will 
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endeaToar  lo  raTenge  iienelf  upon  110-— ri»  oan  make  no  imp 
vpoB  then,  and  she  will  iherefore  bend  her  whole  foree  against  nti 
in  hopes  of  poeaeBting  henelf  of  saoh  an  extent  of  territory  in  amerioay 
«8  wUl  enable  her  to  insiat  upon  terms,  should  a  negotiation  taloe 
-place,  which  maj  be  highly  derogatory  to  the  honor  &  Interesis  of 
4heee  States.'' 


Bksolution  or  Congebss,  1780. 

In  Congress,  December  22<,  1780. 
Besolved, 

That  the  paragraph  of  the  letter  from  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  15*^  Instant,  which  points  out  the  pressing  necessity  of  effectnal 
.measares  for  recruiting  the  army  to  its  fuU  complement,  be  imme- 
diately communicated  to  the  respective  legislatures  or  Executives. 
And  they  are  earnestly  required  by  the  most  decided  and  vigorous 
exertions,  not  only  to  nrge  forward  their  respective  quotas  of  troops 
wiiboui  loss  of  time ;  but  to  furnish  the  supplies  of  provisions  ft 
money  assigned  for  their  support,  with  such  punctuality  as  will  put 
the  commander  in  chief  in  a  condition,  with  the  co-operation  of  our 
ally,  under  the  divine  blessing,  to  compel  the  Enemy  to  relinquish 
their  object  of  subjugating  these  States,  and  secure  to  us  an  honor- 
able  and  permanent  peace.  And  Congress,  once  more  remind  the 
States,  that  the  public  safety  essentially  depends  on  their  complying, 
without  reserve  or  delay,  with  the*  measures  adopted  for  an  active 
and  decisive  campaign* 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA  THOMSON,  See> 


P^sa,  Bjbed  to  As««]{BifT9  1780. 

Sir, 

The  Nature  of  the  Letter  addressed  to  this  Board  by  the  Hon. 
House  on  the  21  Inst.*  making  it  more  proper  to  return  an  Answer 
which  will  not  necessarily  be  entered  upon  the  Minutes,  we  have 
given  it  k  the  inclosed  Papers  all  the  Consideration  which  M' 
Hopkinson's  Trial  would  admit — The  Result  of  whieh  is,  that  we 
,«ppiuhettd  the  making  the  Certificates  of  Qr  Masters'  &  Gomnia- 
aaries'  certificates  receivable  in  Taxes,  farther  than  they  are  at 
present,  will  be  of  ruiaoos  consequence  to  the  publick,  &  soon  end 
in  a  totol  Extinction  of  all  Revenues,  &,  of  course,  a  Dissolution  of 
the  €K)vemment,  which  cannot  continue  without  Supplies  of  this 
Nature — ^Tbat  the  Armv  will  soon  feel  the  Effects  in  a  fatal  Degree, 
as  it  will  be  impracticable  to  continue  to  furnish  tbem  with  those 
Articles  which  have,  during  the  stoppage  of  then:  Pay,  been  their 
*  See  page  685. 
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fHinoipal  Dependenoe  ft  Snpperi^— Under  thii  akrming  Prospeotyire 
.see  no  Means  of  immediate  Relief  at  this  late  Day  in  the  aeaaons,  bat 
.  for  the  Honae  to  make  their  Adjonmm^  short-— to  pass  a  Vote  eoo- 
firmatory  of  the  foreign  Loan  now  in  Negotiation^  k  to  appoint  a 
Committee  to  hring  in  a  Bill  early  next  S^siona  to  provide  a  Fnnd 
for  the  Payment  of  the  interest  in  Specie^  &  to  appn^ate  aone 
Part  of  the  remaining  Property  of  the  State,  or  some  oertain  pro- 
dnctive  Revenue,  to  the  Payment  of  the  Principal ;  snch  Revenue  to 
be  applied  to  that  Purpose  at  the  Expiration  of  three  or  5  Years; — 
Without  some  thing  of  this  Nature,  there  is  great  Reason  to  fear  the 
whole  Seheme  will  fail,  a  very  great  Expenoe  be  entirely  lost,  &  the 
publiok  Credit  which  the  Measure  will  support,  sink  into  irrecoverable 
Ruin.  That  the  same  Committee  be  instructed  in  s*  Bill  to  provide 
for  the  Payment  of  the  Interest  of  the  State  Money  annnallj,  in 
"  Specie,  by  a  specifick  Tax.  That  the  Faith  of  the  present  Assembly 
be  engaged  in  such  Terms  as  to  convey  to  foreigners  the  fullest  Assu- 
rance of  an  honourable  Repayment  of  the  Monies  M*"  Searle  may 
borrow,  to  be  transmitted  by  the  Council  without  any  Delay.  These 
are  the  only  Measures  occurring  to  the  Council,  &  which  we  submit 
to  the  Consideration  of  the  House  as  our  candid  Bentimenta  on  tbeir 
Letter. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be^  &c. 


.  Wheieas,  the  great  k  nnavoidable  Pressure  of  publiok  Borineas, 

at  this  Sessions  has  prevented  the  framing  a  Bill  to  provide  Funds  to 
repay  the  Prtnoipal  ft  Interest  of  such  Sums  as  may  be  borrowed  is 
Europe,  by  the  Hon.  M'  Searicy-agreeable  to  a  Vote  of  the  last  Honae 
of  Assembly,  which  may  oocasion  jsome  Delay  of  that  important 
Business — Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  confirm  the  Stipulations 
ft  Engagements  entered  into  by  the  last  previous  House  to  proenie 
a  foreign  Loan,  ft  do  engage  the  Faith  ft  Honour  of  the  State  to 
repay  all  Sums  of  Money,  both  Principal  ft  Interest,  agreeable  to  the 
-Letters  of  Credenee  ft  Instructions  given  to  the  s*  H**  Searle,  which 
have  been  communicated  to  the  House,  ft  are  hereby  approved  ft 
ratified 


Resolved,  That - 


be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Bill  to  be  presented  ai  the  next  I 
to  provide  for  the  punctual  Repayment  of  all  Monies  procured  upon 
theaf^  Loan,  both  Principal  ft  Interest — ^The  Fund  for  the  Paymoit 
of  the  Principal,  to  be  productive  at  the  End  of  Years,  ft  the 

Interest  Fund  to  be  productive  forthwith. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  Committer  be  instructed  to  provide  for 
.the  Payment  of  the  Interest  on  the  State  Money  annually,  so  as  to 
give  the  same  more  general  ft  established  Credit. 
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Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Rebd,  1780. 

War  Office,  Deoembcr  26, 1780. 
Sir, 

Conrad  Laiour  who  was  a  Lien*  in  Sohotta  Corps  &  has  heen  four 
years  m  the  Seryioe  of  the  U.  States  id  which  he  was  twice  wounded 
being  broke  for  some  nnofficer  like  Behavior  afterwards  enlisted  in 
the  French  Army  in  which  I  believe  he  is  a  Serjeant.  The  Officer 
of  the  French  Army  represents  that  I/atour  is  sued  for  nxteen  hard 
Dollars  &  dietained  in  Jail.  What  the  Law  of  the  State  is  upon  this 
Subject  the  Board  are  unacquainted  with.  There  was  a  recommend- 
ation of  Congress  to  the  States  that  they  should  enact  Laws  to  pre- 
vent Suits  against  Soldiers  for  a  less  sum  than  forty  Dollars  but  as 
the  Money  is  depreciated  it  is  supposed  that  advantage  is  taken  of 
this  Circumstance.  Be  this  as  it  may  the  Board  having  no  Author- 
ity in  the  Case  have  thought  it  best  to  state  the  Matter  to  your  Ex- 
cellency that  if  any  thing  can  be  done  yon  may  be  pleased  to  pu^ 
the  French  Officer  (Mr.  Jennin^)  in  the  Way  of  relieving  the  pri- 
Boner  as  it  is  presumed  to  be  politic  to  treat  ihe  French  Soldiers  on 
a  Footing  with  our  own. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  very  sincere  Esteem 

your  obed't  Berv't, 

KICHARD  PETERS. 
Directed^ 
His  Ezcell^  Jos.  Beed  Esq.,  President. 


Pees.  Beed  to  James  Potter  1780. 

Sir, 

A  Subscription  having  been  compleated  amonnting  to  £  Specie 
for  the  Purpose  of  reinhstiug  such  Soldiers  as  would  otherwise  have 
been  discharged  you  willproceed  to  camp  with  the  s'  sum  &  with 
the  Assistance  of  Cen^  Wayne,  &  the  Colonels  of  the  Regiments 
execute  the  above  Business  so  as  to  extend  the  Utility  of  the  Money 
ftsrfaras  possible.  At  this  Distance  &  under  the  present  Circum- 
«tanees  it  is  not  practicable  to  give  any  particular  Direction^ 
ftirther  than  that  we  think  yon  should  first  inform  yourself  how 
many  Recruits  are  likely  to  be  engaged  &  the  Proportions  of  the 
different  Regiments  &  then  apportion  the  Money  as  nearly  as  possible 
after  which  yon  will  call  upon  the  oldest  Regiments  to  send  their  Re* 
omits  to  some  Place  where  with  the  Assistance  you  will  receive  yon 
will  engage  them  by  signing  an  Inlistment  &  Attestation  of  which 
you  will  hav^  Blanks  with  yoo — these  being  done  &  a  DeseripttoA 
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of  Otth  Reorait  will  be  proper  or  the  Inlistment  together  with  m 
Beceipt  for  the  Moaey  to  be  particnkr  is  taking  aa  account  of  the 
Monies  paid  so  as  that  a  satisfactory  Account  may  be  rendered  to 
the  Subscribers.  You  will  also  be  pleased  to  ascertain  the'  Number 
of  Recruits  sent  last  Summer  under  a  former  Subscription  as  fu  as 
it  can  be  done. 

Dcember  27, 1780. 
Indortedf 
To  Hon'ble  James  Potter  Ssquire. 


Sect.  Matlack  to  John  Bbtnolds,  (SHsaiFFy)  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Dee'  29th,  1780. 
Sir, 

His  Ezcerency  the  President  &  the  council  order  me  to  desire 
that  you  will  take  the  most  effectual  measures  immediately  to  preteot 
the  frauds  committed  at  the  grate  of  the  Goal  of  this  citj  bj  Crimi- 
nals  under  confinement  there.  Such  practices  as  they  are  guilty  of 
not  only  become  greatly  injurious  bat  tend  to  harden  men  in  the 
practice  of  the  most  daring  villany  and  if  such  are  not  preirented  or 
punished  there  is  reason  to  fear  they  will  by  impunity  be  induced  to 
oommenoe  Higbwaylnen  k  robbers  whenever  they  shall  be  enlarged. 

If  there  be  no  other  mode  of  preventing  such  practices  the  Tillains 
ooneemed  in  it  must  be  kept  in  rooms  separate  from  the  other 
prisoners. 

I  am  respectfully 

your  very  humble  servant, 

T.  »L 

DirecUdf 

To  John  Reyndlds  Esq%  Sheriff. 


Gen.  St.  Clair  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Potts  Grove,  Dec  29th,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Distress  that  has  arisen  from  the  long  want  of  Monej  in  the 
pubUek  Offices  has  amongst  many  othera  reached  me,  an^  Is^  me 
vnder  the  Necessity  of  applying  to  your  Board,  that  you  would  be 
pleased  to  make  an  Order  in  my  favour  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  State 
for  a  snm  of  Money  (to  be  aecounted  for  with  the  Auditors  appointed 
or  to  be  appointed  in  consequence  of  tho  late  Law  for  settling  the 
aooonnts  of  the  Army)  in  order  to  enable  me  to  discharge  some  Debts 
I  have  been  unavoidably  obliged  to  poatraot,  to  make  some  prepualioQ 
for  the  Command  in  Jersey,  w  hich  I  must  take  upon  me  in  a  very  short 
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tittle^  and  lo  tmake  8om«  Provisiota  for  ray  Family  dtirhig  mj  hbaeiioe^ 
ttone  of  wbiefa  my  priTite  Giroamsftaiicefl  from  a  Tariety  of  Gaiiaea 
wbiob  it  ifl  nnneoeaary  to  troable  the  Bond  with,  allow  me  at  prai* 
ent  to  do. 

The  FaTonr  will  be  ywj  gratefully  acknowledged  by 
€kDtIemen 

your  most  Obedient 

and  ?ery  bumble  Servant 

AR.  ST.  CLAIR.* 
Dtrededf 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqme,  President  and  the  hon« 
otirable  the  Supreme  fizecutiTe  Goancil  of  PenosjlTania. 


Matthsw  Smith  to  Prbs*  Rbed,  1780. 

I>ear  Sir, 

Indoi/d  I  send  the  Examination  of  Thomas  Conely,  (Taken  at 
Wyoming,  &  transmited  tome  by  Thomas  Neil)  who  Game  from  Ni- 
agara with  a  party  of  20  Whites  &  five  Indians,  they  Ctfrry'd  away 
oDe  Harvcys  Family  Near  Wyoming,  Six  Men  &  Boys  in  Nnmbef 
Barveye  I)inlghteraiid  one  O^vt  Qnl  they  Sent  Back  after  haveing 
tbem  Some  time  and  leading  them  off  a  Gonsiderable  Diatanoey  they 
made  this  Stroke  on  the  Night  of  the  6^  Inst.,  and  thai  same 
Night  Gonely  Deserted  from  them,  he  is  Inlisted  in  that  Gorps  called 
Ottendorffs,  be  Spread  a  Report  that  about  the  time  he  Set  out  from 
Niagara  oui  Tfaonop,  an  {ndian  Captain  was  to  Set  out  from  the 
Abo?e  post,  with  30  Indians  &  intended  their  Stroke  in  the  Forks, 
it  Ahffin'd  the  lAhabitants  Much  as  they  were  not  to  Make  any 
prisoners  but  Murder  all  that  came  in  their  way,  he  also  Added  the 
two  partys  was  to  have  Gome  out  together,  but  Differ'd  in  Senti* 
ments  about  the  mode  of  their  War,  the  Whites  Deterraio'd  to  make 
prisoners,  k  the  other  Savages  to  Murder  all  they  Gould,  without 
Piatinction  of  aee  or  Sex,  the  Ace*  Reach'd  this  place  About  the 
time  the  Lane  Gounty  Militia,  was  Setting  off  for  tj^eir  respective 
Homes,  we  are  lately  in  hopes  they  will  not  be  able  to  make  their 
Intended  Stroke,  as  the  River  &  Greeks  are  now  pretty  high  & 
Priveing  thick  with  ice,  but  we  fear  they  may  hover  on  our  Fron- 
teer  Dureing  the  Winter  and  Give  us  an  Early  Stroke  in  the  Spring, 
I  have  so  often  Solicited  for  the  poor  Suffering  Frontier  that  I  am 
afraid  I  may  be  Gounted  Troublesome,  but  knowing  jOur  Disposition 
to  have  Been  Ever  for  the  Support  of  the  Gouutry,  I  would  once 
More  Grave  your  interposition,  for  Some  assistance  early  as  possible 
in  the  Spring. 

]?nrther  I  would  Request  your  Opinion  of  the  Resolve  of  Gongresa 

*  See  Col.  Eee.,  YiA.  XII,  p.  591. 
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friday  May  21-*,  1779,  BeBpeeting  the  Quota  of  forty  fi?e  MaiioBB 
of  Dollars,  as  it  Stands  the  Whole  8am  is  Quota*  to  twelreof  tlie 
States,  and  after  Oomes  these  Words  '<  Georgia  being  iovaded  is 
hereafier  to  Raise  her  proportion"  I  mean  Whether  it  is  a  part  of 
the  Above  45  Millions  here  Mentioned  or  only  a  proporticMiaUepait 
of  later  Taxations — also  of  the  Resolve  of  January  Tuesday  5*^,  1779 
Where  the  Sum  of  15,000,000  is  Qaota*  to  twelve  States  ft  0«orgn 
hath  its  Number  only  000000.  My  Reason  is  we  have  lately  wi 
the  Tax  laid  in  this  County,  and  a  few  days  ago  the  Appeal,  When 
a  Number  of  Oentlemen  stood  up  in  Opposition  to  Paying  anj  State 
Tax  AUedging  the  Hon^'  Assembly  Never  intended  any  d  the 
Baok  Gountys  should  pay  any  Tax  their  Distresses  being  So  Greatj 
and  as  an  Argument,  produo'd  the  above  Resolves  of  Congress  in 
favour  of  Georgia  at  the  same  time  AUedging  the  people  of  is  plainlj 
Exempted ^if  any  late  News  foreign  or  Domestick,  I  will  thank  joa 
for  the  Acc^  &  a  few  late  papers. 
I  am  I>  Sir, 

your  Most  Obt.  Humble  Servt, 

MATiy  SMITH. 

Sunbury,  Deo.  30%  1780.  -^ 

DirecUdf 

His  Exoellenoy  Jo^ph  Beed,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Hon*  by  M'^  Reesa 


StATBHKHTS  BBFEKRBD  to  IK  POBBOOING,  17S0. 

Garrison,  Wyoming,  DecF  7**,  1780, 
This  day  Came  to  the  Post  Thomas  Connelly  a  Deserter  from  • 
Party  of  the  Enemy  of  Twenty  white  men  and  five  Indians  who  left 
Niagaria  Twenty  Two  Days  before  they  Arrived  here,  he  Sajs  be  is 
Originally  from  Ireland  is  20  years  of  age  Came  to  this  Countrj  m 
1772  and  has  been  a  Servant  to  one  Thomas  Williams  an  Indian 
Trader,  most  of  the  time  amoog  the  Indians,  But  his  Time  was  oat 
with  his  Master  about  a  year  ago  be  then  engaged  in  the  Hangers 
Service  with  Tory  Butler,  he  says  that  the  Post  of  Niagara  is  Com- 
manded by  Gen^  Powell  who  took  that  Command  in  Feb'v  Last  the 
Numbe]:of  Troops  of  whitemen  consists  of  about  Six  Hundred  Inclu- 
ding the  Rangers — the  Indians  are  Very  Unsteady  Sometimes  Neir 
Two  Thousand  Men  Women  &  Children  who  all  Draw  Rations;  tbat 
in  Octr.  Last  the  Ontario  a  new  Ship  of  20  Ouns  was  lost  on  the 
lake  Col*  Boston  with  about  350  Men  of  the  Si"^  Reg*  who  were 
Going  to  Canada  all  Perished — he  also  Informs  that  about  Two 
Months  ago  John  Monture,  One  of  the  Indian  head  warriors,  w«s 
Killed  near  this  Post  By  a  Small  party  that  Came  Across  them  from 
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Wyoming  as  they  was  on  their  Rotnrn  from  Fort  Allen,  and  that 
before  he  fingag'd  in  ih?  British  Serriee  he  has  lived  at  Doterat  and 
Bays  that  Detroit  is  very  thick  Settled  with  Inhahitants,  about  forty 
ailea  in  Length,  favonrable  InoKn"  towards  the  Ooontiy  bnt  dar'd 
Bot  appear  open  in  it,  that  they  have  buiU  a  New  fort  thm,  and  tb» 
Oarriaott  Connsts  of  abont  800  Commanded  by  Gap^  Bird. 
.  He  Saya  that  Bailor  &  Brant  had  Betnm*  to  Niagara  from  their 
^Expedition  to  the  Mohawk  RiYor  and' Johnson  was  Qone  Soon  Uh 
Canada  and  Did  not  come  that  way. 


Officers  to  Assembly,  1780. 

The  Honorable 

The  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  ot 
Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met. 
Gent- : 

We  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you,  that  not  having  received 
«ny  Pay  from  the  Continent  for  a  considerable  time  past  &  being 
destitute  of  the  neoessarjOash  to  defray  our  several  Bxpences,  while, 
on  the  Business  of  the  Line,  with  your  Honble  Houso^  we  therefore 
applied  to  the  Honorable  Board  of  War  for  a  supply  of  Money,  w^* 
we  received,  but  it  being  of  the  Massachusetts  Emission,  on  this 
account,  it  wou'd  not  answer  our  exigency,  as  wo  cou'd  pass  it  only 
at  the  Rate  of  40  for  1.     We  have  therefore  returned  it,  and  sinco 
applied  to  his  Ezcell^  The  President  who  is  very  desirous  of  serving 
OS  on  this  occasion,  on  condition  your  Honourable  House  will  em-* 
power  him  so  to  do,  by  a  Resolve  or  Vote  Df  your  House  for  tbis^ 
parpose.     This  requisition  we  trust  will  meet  your  approbation,  as 
it  is  solely  founded  in  .necessity.    We  |»wnme  that  about  Nino 
Hnndrod  or  a  Xhonaand  State  Dolkrs  wiU  snffioe. 
We  have  the  honor 

to  subscribe  onrselves 

Tour  most  obt.  Servants, 

F.  JOHNSTON,  OoL, 
RICH*  HDMPTON,  Col., 
JOS.  HARMAR,  L'  CoL 
Philad.,  December  19%  1780. 
D^irectedy 

The  Honorable  The  House  of  Assembly. 
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COMlCrrTBE  OF  CONGRBS6  TO^CoitMITTES  OF  ASSKMBLT,  1780. 

Hm  Oommittee  appointed  by  Coogroes  to  oosfer  with  a  Cofinittee 
of  the  Oeiienl  Assembly  of  Pensylyaiiia  on  the  snljeei  of  tbe  Qoota 
of  the  new  emission  of  money  assigned  to  that  state  haye  reeeifei 
their  slate  of  foots,  and  have  now  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  lud 
oommittee  the  following  information. 

That  the  debt  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars  oompnted  to  be  dm 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Pensylyania  npon  auarter  masters  &  oonmu* 
saries  oertificates  haye  not  been  nnproyided  for  by  Congress,  bat  ariBes 
from  the  unpnnctuality  of  the  respectiye  states  in  complying  with 
the  requisitions  of  Congress.  It  appears  from  a  general  abstract  of 
the  treasury  books  now  before  this  Committee  that  the  states  tre  is 
arrears  on  the  respectiye  requisitions  as  far  as  the  acoonnts  were 
fumbhed  to  tbe  4th  of  Deoember  last,  176,955,367{2  dollars,  a 
ram  sufficient  to  haye  discharged  the  quarter  masters  &  oommiesariee 
certificates  ft  supported  the  public  credit  in  a  yery  great  degree. 

That  the  supplies  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  credit  of  the  certificates 
extend  to  all  the  other  states  as  well  as  l^ensylyania,  and  is  the 
same  obstacle  in  all  to  the  payment  of  taxes }  and  it  is  also  repre- 
sented that  their  treasuries  are  equally  exhausted  :  And  there  can 
therefore  be  no  prospect  that  any  of  them  will  be  in  oonditioo  to 
supply  the  public  exigencies,  if  these  certificates  should  pass  in  paj- 
meat  of  the  taxes  directed  to  be  leyied  for  the  purpose  of  issaiDg 
and  giying  credit  to  the  new  emission. 

That  by  the  abstract  ^om  the  books  of  the  treasury  the  aocoont 
of  Pensylyania  is  thus  9tated. 

State  of  Pensylvania. 
Congress  on  the  1  July,  1780,  drew  two  warrants  on  the  prendest 
&  supreme  executiye  council  in  fayour  of  Hiehael  fiLillegas,  treasurer 
of  the  United  SUtes,  one  for  1796950 

ft  the  other  for  the  balance  due  from  that  state  up  to  the 
1  March,  1780.  4569040 

Both  the  said  warrants  unpaid. 

TSaxes  due  from  1  March,  1780,  to  the  1  December 
following,  aigreeably  to  the  resolution  of  Con^pressof  the 
18  March,  1780,  nine  months,  the  quota  being  2,800- 
000  dollars  per  month,  amount*  to  20,700,000,  from 
which  is  to  be  deducted  a  warrant  drawn  Noy.  17, 1780, 
in  fay  of  commissary  Blaine,  208,049{g 

: !!  20,431,960|J 

ballance,  26,7d7,940|g 

If  this  is  a  just  statement  it  will  be  found  thai  supposfog  the  mbabi- 
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iants  of  PenfljlTania  to  be  orediton  of  the  pablio  io  the  amonnt  of 
twenty  milliona  dollars  on  certiGcates^  there  is  still  a  large  arrear 
due  from  them  oa  their  quota  of  the  taxes. 

Congress  rely  oa  a  compHanee  with  the  aot  of  the  18  of  Maroh, 
for  the  support  of  the  war,  they  foresee  the  deepest  distress  if  it 
0hoald  not  be  carried  into  efiect  with  the  utmost  dispatch. 

The  public  treasury  is  exhausted ;  the  pnblio  debts  considerable ; 
the  army  unpaid  for  near  a  year;  Uie  quarter  master's  branch  dis- 
tressed. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  committee  of  the  assembly  of  Pen* 
sylyania  will  consider  the  effect  of  the  regulations  proposed  in  their 
representation  and  giye  the  weight  to  our  suggestions  which  they 
shall  appear  to  merit 

JA«  DUANE,       1  Committee  of 
J£SS£  BOOT,     j      Congress. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
GBRARDUS  WYNKOOP, 
JONATHAN  HOGB, 
JOHN  HARRIS. 

Committee  of  the  general  Assembly 
of  the  state  of  Pensylyania. 

Philad%  Dec  20, 1780. 


Extract  from  General  Orders,  1781. 

Elxtract  from  General  Orders,  Dated  Head  Quarters,  New  Windsor, 
•January  1-*,  1781. 

'<  The  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Matrasses  of  the  Indepen- 
<<  dent  Company  of  Artillery,  Commanded  by  Captain  Coren,  are  to 
<<  be  added  to  &  incorporated  with  the  Company  Commanded  by  Capt* 
<<  Porter,  now  in  the  2*  Reg*  of  Artillery;  And  the  Non-CommiV 
<<  sioned  Officers  and  Matrasses  of  the  Company  Commanded  by 
^<  Capt*  Freeman  are  to  be  added  to  and  incorporated  with  Capt" 
''  Simonds  Company  in  said  Reg^.  Captains  Porter  &  Simonds 
*'  Companies  are  to  be  Leyeled  with  the  Men  of  the  Two  Companies 
''  which  are  Incorporated  with  them  and  being  nused  in  PennsyWa- 
<'  nia  are  to  be  added  to  Col.  Prootors  Regiment  of  Artillery.  The 
'<  Officers  of  the  two  Companies  Commanded  by  Captains  Porter  and 
'<  Simonds  are  to  be  arranged  in  Col.  Proctors  Regiment  of  Artillery 
''  agreeable  to  the  Rank  they  now  hold.'' 

A  Copy. 
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Names  of  the  Officers  in  Captains  Porter  i,  Simonds  Compinies. 

Captain,  Andrew  Porter,  Captain,  Joaaa  Simondfly 

Capt"  LS  Jamea  HoClove,  Capl"  L^  Wm.  Powera, 

Ideal*;     Joseph  Ashton,  lAeat^    8amL  Doty. 

Robert  P^er, 

*B8ra  PatteraoB, 

Saeklel  Howell. 

*  Patterson  has  since  Besigned. 

The  T^vk  of  those  as  well  as  all  other  Officers  of  Artillery  in  the 
Continental  Army  was  finally  determined  by  screral  Boards  of  Offi- 
cers appointed  for  that  purpose — approTcd  of  by  his  Exeellencj 
Genl.  Washington  —  Pablished  in  Oenl.  Orders  as  well  as  those 
Issued  in  the  Brigade  of  Artillery-^A  Return  of  which  was  made 
to  the  Board  of  War  &  Certified  by  the  Honorable  Henry  Knox, 
Brigadier  General  of  Artillery.  This  Return  is  still  to  ba  eeen  ia 
the  War  Office,  and  hath  ever  since  been  the  invariable  Bnle  for 
determining  Rank  in  the  Corps  of  Artillery. 

J7idarted, 
Eztraei  of  General  Orders,  dated  New  Windsor,  Jan.  1,  1781. 


Statement  of  Lt.  John  Carothers,  1781. 

That  in  Angt.  1779  a  Large  number  of  volunteers  of  the  third 
battalion  of  this  county  now  commanded  by  Col.  Saml.  Irwin 
iqarch'd  up  to  the  relief  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Nortbumberlmnd 
County,  at  the  time  when  fort  freeland  wa^.  Taken,  that  they  were 
cut  about  fifteen  Days,  &  reed  no  pay  nor  allowance  for  ad.  time, 
&  that  there  is  considerable  uneassiness  prevailing  in  the  battalioo 
on  that  acct.  they  aledgiug  others  have  fared  better,  some  pertlen- 
larly  mentioned  in  Col.  Irwins  Letter  Incloring  ibis  were  to  my 
certain  knowledge  folly  Determined  to  march  with  the  Last  dasies, 
and  thought  they  might  with  safty  take  the  allowance  of  time  at  the 
begining  of  their  Tour,  but  were  Disappointed  by  the  militias  being 
stoped  at  Lancasteri  &  they  oblidged  to  pay  the  full  fine. 
Certified  by 

JNO.  CAROTHERS. 
Late  Lt.  of  Cumbd.  County 
Jany.2d,  1781. 
To  whom  it  may  concern. 
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Danl.  Hbisteb,  Jr.  to  Prb6.  Rbsd,  1781. 

Upper  Salford;  Philada.  County,  Janry.  Sd,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  distressed  situation  of  onr  Honey  Matters  I  hope  will  apolo- 
eizQ  for  Tronblinff  your  Excellency  with  a  Small  Information. 
Xiast  week  I  saw  Mr.  Kachlcin  a  Snb-Lieatenant  of  Backs  County^ 
he  tells  me  that  he  has  at  least  £  20,000  now  bj  him  of  pnblick 
money  and  has  already  paid  upwards  of  £  50,000  to  Col.  Hart. 
Considerable  sums  I  beleive  are  in  the  Hands  of  some  Sub-  Lieuten- 
ants in  this  County  besides  what  must  needs  be  with  Lieut.  Goats, 
This  Money  is  to  be  collected  for  the  purpose  of  making  publick 
ptirchases  according  to  a  resolution  of  the  last  day  of  the  sitting  of 
Assembly,  but  I  mention  this  of  the  Sub-Lieutenants  as  many  Qent. 
Beemed  of  opinion  what  they  had  could  not  be  worth  attending  to. 

The  seyen  months  men  from  this  part  of  the  Country  are  chiefly 
come  bomcj  and  I  am  told  are  begining  to  get  uneasy  abont  their 
monthly  pay  some  people  are  fearing  the  Companies  we'd  also  have 
to  pay  them  that,  which  would  be  attended  with  great  trouble  and 
discontent — would  therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest  whether  it  would 
not  be  well  if  Council  was  to  mrect  the  Lieutenants  to  pay  this  to 
prevent  the  Clamour  of  these  people  which  will  doubtless  Lijure  the 
recruiting  service. 

I  am  with  the  Highest  Esteem, 

Tour  Excelleilcj's  most  Obet. 

and  most  Hbble  Sert 

DAN.  HEISTER  Jr. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq'  President  of  Councnl  Philar 
delphia. 


Huan  Fo£SMAN  to  Col.  David  Dbshleb,  1781. 

Wyoming,  Jany.  3, 1780.* 
Bir, 

By  Virtue  of  a  late  Besolve  of  Congress  Respecting  fumising  this 
Garrison  with  Provisions,  the  Commanding  Officer  hath  Directed 
me  to  Aplay  to  you  for  sum  flour  and  Liquor,  of  which  I  hope  you 
will  forward  as  soon  as  Possable  to  this  Post  about  twenty  Barrels 
of  flour  and  four  or  five  Barrels  of  Liquor,  and  Let  me  Know  by 
the  Bearer,  Capt*  Selin,  when  it  will  be  on  the  way,  that  a  gard 
may  be  sent  to  Escort  it  in. 

*  Indorsed,  1781. 
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the  needsesaty  for  the  flour  is  Great,  as  the  troops  have  hid 
neither  floar  Bor  Liquor  this  three  months  past,  and  been  Obliged 
.  to  Live  on  Indian  meal. 

When  I  was  in  Philad*  I  Beee*  an  Order  on  the  Commiar  of 
Oomberland  Coantj  for  flour  and  Liquor,  But  the  River  got  ao  foil 
of  loe  put  it  out  of  mj  power  to  bring  it  up,  which  Ocationi  oor 
Present  neoesesatj. 

I  have  procured  a  Copy  of  the  Besolve  above  mentioned,  and  Bo 
inolose  it  to  you,  as  parhaps  it  may  not  be  yet  Published  in  joor 
Papers. 

I  have  given  Capt^  Selino  and  M'  HoUenback  orders  on  yoa  to 
pay  them  for  about  two  Hundred  Bushds  of  Indian  (3om,  and  wnt 
receipts  By  them  for  the  Receival  of  the  Orain,  whioh  I  hope  yoa 
will  answer,  the  price  I  ^ve  for  Com  here  is  5s.  in  Spacie  and  giro 
Certificates  in  Pensylvania  money. 

Xour  Complyance  with  the  within  Will  much  Oblige 
Sir  your  most  Obd^  Humble  Se^^ 

HUGH  F0R8MAN,  0.  Puicli-. 
Directed^ 

On  public  service. 

Coll.  David  Deshleri*  Commissioner  for  Northampton  Gannty. 

fav<  by  Capt  Sellin. 


Charlbs  Stbwabt  to  P&es.  Re^,  1781. 

Trenton,  Thursday  night,  4  Jany.,  ITSO.f 
Sir, 

I  delivered  Marquis  Lafayette,  Genl.  St.  Clair  &  Lord  Sterliag 
the  Copy  of  the  Terms  proposed  by  the  soldiery  of  the  penn*  line  to 
Genl.  Wayne  &  his  reply  to  them,  these  papers  passed  before  noon  to 
day.  I  left  Princetown  about  One  OClock  &  then  thought  there  was 
a  possibility  of  a  compromin — ^I  hear  this  evening  that  appesruM» 
are  worse,  and  expect  they  will  proceed  for  this  place  to  morrow 
morning— pray  come  up  yourself.  Wayne,  Butler,  &  Stewart,  we 
the  only  officers  they  will  permit  to  come  among  them. 

This  afternoon  ^ey  have  chosen  officers  to  command  &  direct 
their  march  in  future.  If  they  chuse  they  can  compel  Craft  to  onei 
Pelaware  at  this  pla(»,  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  beingordered 
towards  N.  York  to  guard  the  stores,  cannot  be  employed  to  prevent 
their  route.  The  Officers  of  the  Penn^  are  ordered  by  Gen*  Wtyne 
to  be  to  night  at  Pennington  to  await  farther  Orders.  They,  the 
Troops,  have  Beef  for  t£ree  days  and  flour  can  be  had,  I  have 
Ordered  them  well  fed  on  purpose  they  might  have  no  excuse  to 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  596. 
t  Indoraed,  1781. 
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M anad.  In  fiici  sir  things  artf  gloomy  and  yoar  presaioe  naaaa 
sary.  I  fear  British  Gold  and  Arnolds  fziends  ave  among  them.  I 
am  y  EiraeUeneys  most  obed'  seramt,  , 

CHA.  STEWART, 
Gomm'y  Gen.  of  lasaes.* 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Governor  Bead,  Philad*. 


Sbcy,  Matlack  to  Cap.  Saml.  Mqbris,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  His  Excellency  the  President  to  request,  that 
yon  will  immediately  order  twenty  of  the  Light  horse  to  parade  at 
his  House  at  four  o'clock  this  afternoon,  ready  to  march  immediately 
into  New  Jersey,  and  to  order  the  remainder  of  the  eorps  to  parade 
and  march  to  morrow  morning. 

I  am  with  great  respect^ 

Your  meet  obedSarrt 

T.  M. 
Friday,  Jany.  6, 1781. 

To  Cap.  Samuel  Morris  of  the  Ligbt  Horse. 


Scot.  Matlack  to  Col.  S.  Milks,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  1781. 

To  Col.  8.  HUes,  D.  Q.  H.  G. 
Sip, 

The  pressiBg  emergeney  requires  that  you  furnish  to  Gen.  Potter 
a  Teiy  good  horse  by  four  o'olook  this  afternoon,  If  you  have  not  a 
good  ono  in  your  possession  it  is  necessary  that  you  oUaiu  one  by 
borrowing  orimpressbg  immediately. 

By  order  of  the  CouneiL 

T.  MATLACK,  Seo^y. 
Jany.  6,  Vi%l.' 


Bssolution  of  CoKaEsss,  1781. 

In  Congress,  Jany.  5, 1781. 
Besolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  8d  instant  to  confer  with  the  supreme  executive  of 
the  state  of  Pensylvania  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  inteUigence 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  Xn.,  p.  598. 
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red  Hakk  da  j  and,  Oat  the  said  oonmiitae  bd  iostrneled  to  act  ii 
donoeri  with  the  aaid  exeoadve,  and  fall j  empowered  to  take^  Mieb 
,  measares  as  may  appear  neoesnry  to  qiuet  the  distngbance  ia  the 
PensylTanifr  line. 

The  members  added  Mr.  Attle  &  Mr.  Bland  The  Comm'ee.  Mr. 
Salliyan,  Mr.  Witherspooii,  Mr.  Mathewa,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Bland. 
Eztraots  from  the  minates, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sc^. 


Bbsoltjtiov  of  Co^grbi^s,  Jan.  5tb,  1781. 

In  CongresB,  Jan'y  5%  1781. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  of  Abraham 
Shinner  Commissary  Qeneral  of  Prisoners,  delivered  in  a  Report  u 
follows. 

'  That  notwithstanding  every  Effort  of  Congress  to  obtain  for  oor 
people  Prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  Enemy  that  Treatment  whieh 
Hamanity,  alone  ahoidd  have  dictated,  the  British  Commanden 
nnmindfal  of  the  Tendafneta  exercised  towards  their  Men  Prisonen 
in  oar  bands,  and  regardless  of  the  practioe  of  eiviliaed  Nations,  have 
persisted  in  Treating  our  people  Prisoners  in  their  hands  with  evoy 
spedes  of  Insult,  outrage  and  Cruelty.  Officers  and  Men'are  indis- 
criminately thrown  into  the  Hold  of  Prison  Ships,  and  into  loath- 
some Dungeons,  and  are  deprived  of  fuel  and  the  common  Neoesaaries 
of  Life,  by  which  Means  many  of  the  Citiaena  of  these  Statea  have 
been  compelled  to  enter  into  their  Service  to  avoid  those  diatfeaees 
which  a  Conduct  so  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Nations  had  brought 
upon  them.  Our  Seamen  takea  upon  the  American  coaathave  been 
sent  to  Great  Britain  and  other  parts  beyond  Seas  to  prevent  their 
being  exchanged  or  to  force  them  to  take  ansa  against  their  Country. 
.  That  in  the  0|unioA  of  the  Committee  an  Exerdse  of  the  Law  of 
BetaliatiooL  has  beooaie  neceaaary  as  a  Justice  due  to  thoae  Citiaens 
of  America,  whom  the  fortune  of  War  lus  thrown  into  the  power 
of  our  Enemy,  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  that  Copies  of  the  Letter  of  M'  A.  Shinner  and  the 
other  papers  referred  be  transmitted  to  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
and  that  he  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  manner  in  which  our 
People  who  are  Prisoners  are  treated  by  the  Enemy.  And  that  he 
give  immediate  orders  to  the  Commanding  Officers^  of  the  different 
posts  to  take  particular  Care  that  the  british  prisoners  receive  the 
same  allowauoe  and  Treatment  in  every  respect  as  our  people  who 
are  prisoners  receive  from  the  Enemy. 

Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective  Executives  to 
afce  effectual  Measures  for  Carrying  into  Execution  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  IS**"  of  January,  1780,  respecting  Prisoners  taken  vj 
the  Citizens,  Troopj^  qr  Ships  of  particular  States. 
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That  the  Board  of  Admiralty  iMoe  Orders  not  to  exohaDgiB  anj 
british  'Sea  Oflioer  or  8eainan  iimtil  the  Eneay  aball  have  fetnmed 
to  some  of  their  Garrisons  in  Amerioa  such  Seamen  as  they  have 
taken  on  the  Amerioaa  Coast,  and  haye  sent  to  Great  Britain  or 
other  parts  beyond  sea,  And  that  the  Board  of  War  and  Board  of 
Admiralty  giye  orders  for  oontinning  the  Treatment  of  Prisoners  as 
herein  diraeted  nntil  they  reoeive  orders  to  the  Contrary  feua.Gon* 
pess  or  the  Commander  in  Chiet 

Extraot  from  the  Hinntes. 

OgA.  THOMSON,  See'y. 

Qzs.  St.  CifAiE  TO  Fees.  Bbxd,  1781, 

Morris  Town,  Jan'y  7**,  1781. 
Sir, 

M'  Donaldson  vonld  inform  yon  of  the  ill  Saecess  of  the  Embassy 
7he  Marquis  ft  myself  were  sent  upon,  and  the  sbo|rt  Notice  we 
receiyed  to  leaye  Prinoe  Town— We  thought  it  prudent  to  tske  the 
Mutineers^  at  their  Words,  as  there  was  no  Prospect  of  onr  being  of 
any  Service,  and  it  was  not  improbable  they  might  think  it,  upon 
second  Consideration,  adyiseable  to  detain  lis :  &  we  have  heard 
that  they  have  sinee  made  Qev}  Wayne,  Colonells  Builer  &  Stewsrt 
Prisoners,  &  admit  no  Person  to  see  them  but  thro'  the  Committee. 
hey  were  impatient  to  see  j^our  Excellency  or  some  of  the  Council 
of  Pennsylvania;  but  their  Demands  are  so  extravagant,  and  they 
got  on  so  smoothly  hitherto,  that  I  have  no  hopes  of  any  thing  but 
Force  reducing  them  to  Reason.  ^ 

The  Ennemy  have  made  no  movements  yet  in  Conseqiyence  of  this 
Affair,  and  it  may  be  that  they  are  so  much  weakened  by  their  late 
Detachments  as  not  to  be  able  to  spare  a  sufficient  Body— but  I  am 
persuaded  that  if  they  were  in  Jersey  great  Numbers  would  desert  to 
them,  as  it  is  certain  that  britbh  Emmissarys  have  set  this  Matter 
a  going,  and  maoy  of  them  have  confessed  to  us  that  it  was  proposed 
to  them  to  lead  them  all  there — ^Tfais,  however,  they  nobly  refused. 

The  General  is  not  yet  arrived,  and  some  Appearance  of  umilar 
disposition  in  the  Jersey  Troops  induced  Colonel  Barber,  who  com- 
mands them,  to  move  them  to  Chatham ;  so  that  we  are  here  in  a 
yery  awkward  Situation,  and  have  this  moment  heard  that  they  have 
Bent  some  Person  to  bring  off  the  remaining  few — ^perhaps  a  hundred, 
and  all  the  Stores,  and  we  have  not  a  Soul  to  prevent  it — ^the  Militia 
being  all  out  already — ^Thia  may  not  be  true ;  but  if  it  is  attempted 
h  must  be  preyented  at  all  Hazards. 

I  haye  the  Honour  to  be. 

Sill  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

A'  8*  Clair.  . 

*  For  various  papers,  letters,  &c.,  respecting  the  revolt  of  the  Penn^l- 
yani^  Hue,  see  my  **  Re^ster  of  Pemu^lvaoia^"  V<d.  n.,  p;  186-^. 

30* 
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David  Dbshlbr  to  Col.  Jacob  Moroaw,  1781. 

Allentown,  Jan'iy  8%  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  sent  my  Son  in  Law  down  after  Cash.  I  have  appljed  to 
Col*  Blain  by  Mr.  Joeepb  Keyser,  Cond'  of  the  Cooper  Factory ; 
have  got  no  Cash  from  Um.  I  nnderstand  by  Mf .  Keyser,  that 
Col*  Blain  was  from  home.  As  I  have  porohased  considerable  more 
than  I  have  reoeiTcd  Cash  for,  I  request  yon'll  snpply  me  by  the 
bearer,  as  the  Country  people  is  not  willing  to  wait  any  longer,  nor 
supply  any  more  without  Cash.  Col*  Butler,  at  Wyoming,  has 
applyed  to'taie  for  Flour  and  Liquor,  as  the  navigation  down  Snsque- 
hannah  |kt  this  time  is  stopt  by  the  frost.  I  purpose  to  send  him 
two  Loads  flour  and  one  Load  of  whiskey  against  the  13*^  Instant, 
to  be  at  Lanier's  for  them ;  if  yon  think  it  advisable  I  shoald  send 
any  more  or  not,  please  to  give  your  Instructions  by  the  bearer. 
I  purpose  to  close  my  General  returns  to  the  last  of  this  month 
and  hopes  shortly  after  to  be  down  with  them.  If  the  Coopers  is  only 
to  work  for  this  State,  as  there  is  a  good  many  Floor  Casks  on  hand, 
I  think  about  four  hundred,  there  will  be  no  occation  for  so  many 
Coopers  to  be  supplyed  at  this  Factory.  Col*  Butler  Informs  me  if 
there  was  Cash  sent  up  to  Wyoming,  there  is  Grain  enough  to  be 
purchased  there  to  supply  that  post }  if  I  have  orders  and  money, 
the  Carriage  of  Provisions  to  that  place  might  be  saved.  Have  not 
to  Add,  but  am,  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  bble.  Servt., 

DAVID  DESHLER.* 

P.  S. — If  there  is  any  fix'd  Salary  for  Assistants  and  Clerks, 
should  be. glad  to  know  it — if  not,  I  should  be  desirous  of  your 
advise  what  to  give. 
Direciedy    .    . 

CoI<*  Jacob  Morgan,  State  Com^  In  Philadelphia. 

^  favour  Mr.  Charles  Deshler. 


PRES.   OF  CONaRESS    TO  pRES.  ReED,  1781. 

Circular. 

Pbiladolphiay  January  9, 1781. 
Sir, 

You  will  receive  herewith  enclosed,  Copies  of  two  Acts  of  Con- 
gress of  the  S***  &  8**  Instant.t 

By  the  former  you  will  be  informed  that  from  the  unwarrantable 
&  cruel  Treatment  which  our  People  who  are  Prisoners  with  the 
Enemy  have  of  late  received,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  an  exercise 

*  See  Col.  B«c.,  Vol.  XII.,   p.  696.  f  Sw  page  700. 
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of  tlie  Law  of  retaliation  has  become  neoettarj,  and  it  is  espeeiallj 
reeommended  to  the  EzeoutiTes  of  the  States  respeotiyelj,  to  take 
effeotnal  Measares  for  carrjiDg  into  Ezeoation  the  Acta  of  CongresB 
of  the  IBth  of  Janciary  1780,  respecting  Prisoners  taken  by  the 
Gitixens  Troops  or  ships  of  particular  States. 

By  the  other  Act  (of  the  8th  Instant)  it  is  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  the  seyeral  States  from  New-Hampshire  to  North  Carolina 
inolosive,  to  procore  for  the  Use  of  the  Officers  in  Captivity  at  New 
York  &  on  Long  Island,  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States  their 
respective  Quotas  therein  mentioned  in  Specie  or  Bills  of  Exchange 
on  New  York. 

It  is  presumed  the  Necessities  of  those  Officers,  the  Pistresses 
they  have  already  suffered,  and  the  more  disagreable  Situation  they 
must  yet  be  reduced  to  for  want  of  the  Means  of  Subsistence,  unless 
those  Supplies  are  obtained,  will  be  sufficient  to  induce  a  Compliance 
with  this  requisition  as  speedy  as  possible. 
1  have  the  Hon(»  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect 

your  Ezcellenc/s  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  Servant 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON.* 
President. 
Directed, 
To  His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Prss.  Beed  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  1781. 

Qentlemen, 

The  Prohibition  laid  on  the  Loan  Officer  of  this  State  to  receive 
the  new  Continental  Money  or  Ibe  State  Money  for  Bills  of  Ex- 
change will  we  apprehend  deeply  affect  the  Credit  of  the  former  &  in 
a  very  little  Time  depreciate  it.  We  supposed  it  to  be  the  Wish  ft 
Policy  of  Congress  to  introduce  the  new  money  with  every  Circum- 
stance of  Cr^it  &  consider  the  old  as  a  faithful  Servant  whose 
strength  was  spent  &  to  be  laid  aside  as  tenderly  as  Circumstances 
will  fdmit,  We  have  therefore  directed  all  our  publick  measures  to 

Sit  the  old  money  brought  in  &  exchanged,  but  the  refusal  of  the 
fficer  to  receive  any  but  the  old  Money  not  only  militates  strongly 
against  our  Publications  on  this  subject  but  induces  the  People  to  set 
an  additional  Value  on  the  old  money  which  will  be  likely  in  Conse- 
quence, to  appreciate  &  introduce  as  destructive  a  Speculation  as 
that  of  Depreciation.  If  therefore  these  Ideas  concur  with  yours  we 
would  request  you  to  bring  this  Point  under  the  consideration  of  Con- 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  597. 
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gMfls.  We  sball  noi  eontend  lor  tbe  Beoeipt  of  tbe  Steie  Mmflf, 
iho  we  canoot  bol  obaerre  tbal  the  erediton  of  Uie  CofitiiiMit  ii  i£$ 
Lotn  Office  ere  new  Tery  oltinoroui  k  tbis  SUite  Monej  wedd  i^ 
es  convenie^ft  te  aBy—- but  with  Bespeet  to  tbe  new  GoAtineetii  it 
appears  to  ne  to  deserve  the  meet  eenous  Gooaideiatkni, 
We  are  respeotfully  Qent. 

yeor  Obdt  HbbL  S, 
t^ntdf-^va  16, 1781. 


pRES.  Beed  to  Henrt  Haffa,  Sheriff  of  Berks  Co.,  1781. 

Sir, 

We  have  reeeWed  a  OompUint  froih  the  OonnBieeiotiefe  ef  the 
TtJUB  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  Copy  k  to  which  we  expect  you 
Answer  as  soon  as  may  be.  It  will  oe  extremely  disagreeable  to  as 
to  hear  of  any  future  Occasions  of  the  Kind  as  it  is  our  full  Inten- 
tion to  support  the  Commissioners  in  every  legal  vigcwoas  Measure  for 
collecting  the  public  Taxes.  And  «e  think  you  cannot  render  a  more 
essential  Service  to  the  State  k  the  Cenoty  than  a  punctual  Execntioa 
of  the  Orders  of  the  Board  against  all  Delinquents  of  course  you 
cannot  do  any  Thing  more  acceptable  to  us. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Obed.  Hbble.  St., 
J.  BEED. 
Indorsed,  Jan^  16;  1781. 
Directedy 

To  Henry  Haffa,  Esq',  Sheriff  of  Berks. 

Fees,  Beed  to  Merchants,  &o.y  of  Phil.,  1781. 

.  The  President  ef  the  State  infonns  the  Herchants  k  Gitiaens  to 
whom  he  applied  for  some  Assistance  to  perform  the  Engagements 
with  the  discontented  Soldiery  that  findiDg  the  Application  not  only 
unacceptable  bot  that  it  has  occasioned  Dissatisfaction  k  Charges  of 
assuming  undue  Powers — thinks  it  necessary  tp  say  that  as  the 
.Measures  haye  been  calculated  for  their  Safety  k  publick  Good  k 
have  in  no  small  Deeree  answered  those  Purposes,  he  is  sorry  to 
ILnd  Uneasiness  manifested  on  the  Oocasion-^as  to  the  other  Point 
he  has  done  nothing  which  is  not  consistent  with  the  Laws  of  Got- 
erument  of  the  State  k  is  ready  to  answer  for  publick  Conduct 
when  properly  required. — But  to  remoTe  farther  Complaints  he  now 
wholly  withdraws  his  Bequests  of  pecuniary  Assistance  k  will  en- 
deavour to  excuse  the  Non  Performance  of  his  Engagements  as  well 
as  he  can  being  conscious  of  having  done  every  thing  in  his  Power  to 
settle  tbis  unhappy  AJair  to  the  best  publick  Advantage  under  sll 
Circumstances. 

JOS.  BEED. 
Indorsed,— ^MiF  18, 178L  • 
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Col.  Ephraim  Blainb  to  Pres.  of  Cokgrsbs,  1781. 

Head  Qaarters,  New  Windsory 
19th  Jw,  1781. 
Bir, 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  infonn  Congress  of  every  oireoiDetanoe 
which  eonoenie  the  enpplies  of  oer  army  and  my  nneaeinees  respeot- 
ing  them^  I  fear  none  or  the  states  will  eome  up  to  their  ezpectationi 
and  that  many  will  fall  exceedingly  Bhort.-— Inclosed  I  send  yon  a 
copy  of  a  letter  whioh  I  recei?ed  from  col.  Champion,  it  will  inform 
yon  the  expectation  I  have  from  that  state  and  ftom  many  others 
mmilar  inlbrmation— -those  fhilpres  of  supplies  will  one  day  or  other 
be  attended  with  the  most  fktal  consequences,  to  preyent  wfaaoh  I  beg 
Congress  to  write  the  most  pressing  letters  to  each  d  the  states  to 
nse  every  possible  exertion  in  procuring  the  proviaiona  required 
with  punctuality.  I  expect  shortly  to  have  returns  of  all  atate  sup- 
plies furnished  last  year  and  shall  transmit  them  to  Congresa  tho 
moment  I  have  it  in  my  power. 

The  troops  at  West  Point  and  those  cantoned  in  the  neighboui^ 
hood  have  been  some  time  upon  scant  ailowaiice  of  bread  and  the 
present  appearances  gave  me  very  little  hope  of  a  seasonable  supply 
of  beef  cattle,  we  have  no  fresh  upon  band  and  the  troops  are  now 
fed  upon  what  little  corned  and  salted  beef  I  had  laid  up  for  spring  use 
which  18  not  more  than  twenty  days  support.  If  our  situation  is  such 
in'  the  most  plentiful  season  of  the  year  and  when  our  msgaainea 
ought  to  be  filled  with  salt  proviaionsy  I  leave  your  excellency  to 
judge  what  it  must  be  the  next  campai^  when  three  times  the 
number  of  men  are  in  the  field,  the  consequence  must  undoubtedly 
be  their  dissolution  for  want  of  subsistence — without  the  states  use 
fourfold  exertions  in  faoyitatiog  their  req^ectiye  purchases  in  due 
time.  I  find  a  very  great  loss  will  arise  upon  all  the  cattle  whioh 
are  recoiyed  wi<Ai  the  anpy--4nd  although  I  have. taken  every  pre- 
caution and  adopted  every  judicious  measure  to  have  proper. estimates 
^h^  are  all  laid  mn^h  too  high — diose  which  I  have  had  slaqghtored 
under  the  directions  of  careful  people  have  lost  one-fifth  upon  thfdr 
estimated  weight  The  Drovers  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  make 
fftxpet  provision  of  Corage  for  the  cattle  upon  tibe  oommuni^atiQa 
which  will  add  some  to  the  ksa  of  beef  upon  the  cattle  whi^h  have 
becm  drove  late  in  the  season. 

The  troops  have  been  destitute  of  rum  ever  since  they  came  into 
wiater  quarters.    There  is  abopt  70  Hds.  at  Springfield  but  I  have 
not  the  least  hope  of  getting  it  brought  forward  before  the  8{NriDg. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect 

your  Excellencys  most  obd^  hble.  seru^    - 
EPHRAIM  BLAINE. 
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Lbwis  Farmbk  to  V-  P.  MooRB,  1781, 

ConUnental  Ferrj,  January  I9ih,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  take  tbe  liberty  to  iBform  yon  tbat  Nine  hundred  and  forty 
Men  are  pay'd  of  an  received  their  Oloathing,  shall  fall  moeh  shoKt) 
as  the  line  oonsiats  of  at  Least  Two  Thousand  Eight  bniidred  men, 
be  pleased  therefore  to  send  me  as  soon  as  possible  One  thousand  jda. 
of  Cloth,  six  Bolts  of  Osnabrugs,  (large)  Eight  hundred  shifts  and 
Eight  hundred  pr.  of  shoesi  the  men  get  their  Disdiarges  yery  Cut, 
should  the  Clothing  be  detained|  the  Men  must  likewise,  and  of 
oourse  all  Business,  whieh  may  be  attended  with  bad  Conaeqiienees. 
His  Ezeellenoy  tiie  president  Stop  last  Evening  at  my  Qoarteni 
and  desired  me  to  inform  you  of  this,  I  have  an  Ezpeotalio&  of  Re- 
ceiving some  shoes  apd  shirts  from  Princeton,  which  General  Wayne 
left  there,  there  are  three  peioes  of  Green  Broad  Cloath  at  my  house 
belonging  to  a  Gentelman  in  St.  Eustatiusi  they  come  at  ^  6  pr. 
yd.,  if  you  think  fit  you  may  have  them.  Mr.  Rieble  who  tends 
the  store  will  receive  tbe  Goods  and  pack  them,  their  are  Boxes 
ready  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  moat  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

LBWIS  PARMER, 

Comys^  Clothing. 
Directed, 

To  The  Honorable  William  Moore,  Estf ,  Vice  President^  Phila- 
delphia. 


GoL.  Dan.  Baodhbai)  to  Prbs.  Bebd,  1781. 

Fort  Pitt,  Jan'y  22-  178L 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  80^  ultimo,  and  am  veiy 
thankful  for  the  Contents. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inclose  a  list  of  Bonds,  Notes,  &e.j*  hto 
the  property  of  a  Tory  Koas,  who  was  formerly  itn  agent  at  this 
place  to  the  King  of  Britain's  Contractors,  and  deserted  from  his 
parole.  I  am  informed  that  his  Estate  is  worth  near  ten  Thooaand 
pounds  in  specie,  and  that  it  will  enure  to  the  benefit  of  our  State. 

M'  Will**  Wilson,  a  few  days  ago,  wrote  me  that  he  had  under- 
taken to  famish  my  Troops  with  one  hundred  Head  oi  Cattle,  upon 
private  contract  and  with  private  money.  This  account,  as  there 
was  no  other  prospect  of  obtaining  meat,  and  tbe  Troops  were  suffer- 

*  Not  found. 
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log  for  want  of  it^  whilst  we  were  scarcely  snpplied  with  Floar,  was 
iUtteringi  ft  cheered  the  drooping  Spirits  of  both  officers  &  men. 
Bat  as  meat  could  not  be  purchased  on  account  of  the  great  scarcity 
on  this  side  the  mountain,  M'  Wibon  immediately  proceeded  to  the 
Scmth  Branch  of  the  Powtomack;  to  perform  the  Contract.  And 
now  I  haTB  the  mortification  to  be  informed  by  his  Brother,  who  is 
just  arrived  from  Old  Town,  that  a  prohibitory  Law  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  will  prevent  his  getting  the  Cattle  he  may  have  purchased 
for  consumption  here. 

I  sincerely  wish  there  was  no  occasion  to  trouble  you  with  a  further 
tale  of  misfortune.  But  as  the  United  States  in  general,  and  our 
State  in  particuiary  are  immediately  interested  in  retaining  in  this 
District,  all  the  Grain  that  has  been  raised  in  it ;  it  might  appear 
criminal  in  me  were  I  to  remain  silent  respeotiuff  certain  Instructions 
lately  sent  by  Governor  Jefferson  for  the  purchase  of  200,000,  Ra- 
tions on  this  side  the  mountains,  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  under 
Col*  Clark,  for  which  purpose  he  has  already  advanced  800,000 
pounds,  and  promises  to  furnish,  upon  the  first  notice,  any  further 
Bum  that  may  be  necessary  to  compleat  the  payment  of  that  purchase. 
Because  this  contract,  together  with  the  Consumption  of  multitudes 
of  emigrants  arrived  &  expected  in  this  District,  (chiefly  to  avoid 
militia  Duty  and  Taxes)  will  scarcely  leave  a  pound  of  Flour  for  the 
Regular  or  other  Troops  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  employ,  either 
offensively  or  defensively,  against  the  Enemy,  for  the  Defence  of 
this  part  of  the  Frontier  Settlements. 

It  seems  the  State  of  Yir^nia  is  now  preparing  to  acquire  more 
extensive  territory,  by  sending  a  great  body  of  men  under  Col<* 
(whom  they  intend  to  raise  to  we  rank  of  Brigadier)  Clark,  to  attempt 
the  reduction  of  Detroit  I  have  hitherto  been  encouraged  to  flatter 
myself,  that  I  should,  sooner  or  later,  be  enabled  to  reduce  that 
place ;  But  it  seems  the  United  States  cannot  furnish  either  Troops 
or  resources  for  the  purpose,  but  the  State  of  Virginia  can. 

A  Grand  Council  of  British  and  other  Savages  is  now  holding  at 
Detroit  and  I  am  informed  they  are  premeditating  a  descent  on  this 
post ;  and  as  I  cannot  rely  on  a  private  Contract,  which  may  or  may 
not  be  made,  as  shall  best  suit  the  Contractors,  and  it  is  at  most 
insufficient;  This  and  the  other  circumstances  I  have  mentioned^ 
liave  induced  me  to  send  M'  Duncan,  (Colo"  Blaine's  Deputy)  to 
npply  for  money  to  purchase  &  lay  in  provisions  for  the  Troops  that 
are  or  may  be  under  my  Command,  if  possible,  before  Spring,  so  that^ 
if  I  should  be  unfortunate  enough  not  to  be  sufficiently  reinforced  to 
enable  me  to  pursue  some  hostile  measures  against  the  Enemy,  I  may 
not  be  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  shamefully  abandoning 
posts  of  the  first  consequence  committed  to  my  care,  and  suffering 
tho  already  much  distressed  Inbabitanta  to  be  slaughtered  by  the 
merciless  Savages  ft  their  abettors. 

The  Soldiers  are  almost  naked,  and  will  not  have  a  rag  to  cover 
their  nakedness  by  the  first  of  March.    I  conceive  it  will  be  very 
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diflkftlt  tofmeio  quel  them  niuh  l^er.  It  ia  tme  th^  have  had 
a  pretty  oompeteat  share  of  elothiagj  Bat  90  the  attrenl  Staff 
Ddpartmenta  here  have  been  and  still  ace  deetitnte  of  Joottej  to  hue 
a  riogle  Artifioer,  Laboureri  or  EatigaemaQ  in  the  Cow^i  aad  eos* 
leqnen tl J  Soldiers  have  been  eonstapUj  emplnyed  by  theoiy  they  weei- 
aarily  wear  oat  their  CiothiDgia  half  the  time  they  would  iiieomaMMi 
Ber?ioe.  As  to  my  own  BegS  not  a  single  Hunting  Shot  or  a 
blanket  worth  a  shilling  has  been  famished  itsinee  I  left  I^aBeaster. 

As  M'  Duncan  will  probably  have  to  make  hie  parehaaee  of  Cattle 
k  Virginia^  I  hope  the  Hon'ble  Gongrees  will  |^e?ent  the  eoopniaoiy 
Jisw  I  haye  mentioned  from  taking  them  oat  of  his  Hande- 

Could  a  quantity  of  Indian  Goods  &  trinkets  be  proeasedy  and 
sent  under  the  denomination  of  &  with  the  Soldiers'  Clothing  eaiir 
in  the  Spring,  there  would  be  little  Danger  qf  their  sale  arrifaL 
And  they  would  answer  a  most  Taluable  porpese,  without  any  eon- 
aiderable  expence  to  the  8tateS|  4s  the  profits  oi  those  which  might 
be  bartered  for  furr  &  peltry  would  nearly  defray  the  {Upenoe  of 
presents  or  rewards  made  to  sooh  Indians  as  might  be  retained  in 
pervioej  and  without  thesOi  it  oan  soareely  be  ezpeeted  that  «iy  of 
them  will  remain  in  our  Interest 

The  whole  of  my  Force  is  reduced  to  about  800  Raak  &file,  manj 
of  which  are  unfit  for  the  Service,  And  it  is  probable  that  the  9*^ 
Virg*  Beg^  and  Capt»  Heth's  Company,  altho'  chiefly  eompoaed  of 
Pensilvanians  will  be  ordered  to  join  the  Virg*  Line,  and  that  the 
Maryland  Corps  will  likewise  be  ordered  to  join  that  line.  Then 
none  bat  my  Betf^,  reduoed  to  abo^t  100  rank  &file,  k  CaptP  Crdg's 
artillery  about  20  men,  will  be  left  to  Garrison  these  posts.  Un£er 
these  circumstances,  should  no  reinforoement  arrive  early  in  4he 
Spring,  nor  provisions  be  made  for  the  Troops,  and  these  Qanieons 
fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  afier  all  the  just  &  faithful  repie- 
sentations  I  have  made  to  my  Superiors  ^f  the  want  of  Force  and 
provisions,  tc  enable  me  to  punish  the  £neray  and  render  my  Conntrj 
that  Service  which  was  expected ;  I  trust  I  shall  stand  acquitted  of 
every  imputation  of  the  want  of  Vigilance,  of  inattention  &  negleet| 
before  God  &  man. 

I  have  never  been  furnished  with  goods  of  any  kind,  not  a  penny 
of  money  to  enable  me  to  transact  Bpsiness  with  the  Indiana }  neither 
kas  any  person  been  appointed  to  take  the  trouble  of  them  off  mj 
Hands.  And  yet,  if  1  can  serve  my  Country,  I  shall  be  happy ; 
but  it  is  necessary  I  should  be  supported,  and  a  little  hard  money 
to  give  rewards  to  partixaos  will  be  highly  expedient. 

The  Indian  Captains  appointed  by  the  British  Gommandaai  at 
DetriHty  are  clothed  in  the  most  elegant  manner,  and  have  many 
valuable  presents  made  thom.  The  Captains  I  have  Commisnioned 
by  authority  of  CoDgress  are  naked,  and  receive  nothing  but  a  little 
Whiskey,  for  which  they  are  reviled  by  the  Indians  in  general;  So 
that,  unless  a  change  of  System  is  introduced,  I  most  expeet  to  see 
all  Indians  in  fiivor  of  Britain,  in  spite  of  every  address  in  my  power. 
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I  fear  I  have  trespassed  upon  yonr  patieDoe,  bat  you'll  please  to 
exoQse  me.  I  haye  never  kept  a  thing  Secret  from  yon  wMoh  yoa 
ought  to  know,  or  were  interested  in.  Yonr  patriotism  &  Oandouri 
as  well  as  your  Btation^oommand  my  most  perfect  respect  &  warmest 
wishes,  whilst  I  have  the  Honor  to  be^  with  the  utmost  stncerity. 
Dear  &Ty  your  most  obed^  Serv^ 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Postscript 

If  I  can  obtain  leave  from  his  Ezcell'cy  the  eomaander  in  chief  for 
a  few  weeks?  absence,  I  promise  myself  the  Honor  of  waiting  upon 
yoa  early  in  next  March.  I  do  not  mean  by  thia  proposed  leave  to 
eerve  myself  but  the  public,  by  making  my  ideas  c€  military  oper»- 
tiona  in  this  Gountiy  better  understood  by  Conversation,  than  I  am 
able  to  do  by  writiog. 

I  have  wrote  to  Gov  Jefferson  respecting  his  Instructions  to  his 
Gomm'y,  and  assured  him  that  I  should  not  consider  myself  at  liberty 
to  suffer  the  transportation  of  Provisions  out  of  this  District,  untiU 
I  received  instructions  from  the  proper  authority: 

If  Gooda  or  Specie  could  be  furnished  to  pay  the  Moravian  Indiana 

for  Cattle  &  Swine,  a  very  considerable  quantity  could  be  procured 

fkom  thence,  at  a  reasonable  rate,  which  will  otherwise  be  drove  to 

the  Enemy  at  Detroit.    The  Bearer,  too^  is  a  proper  person  to  be 

'  entroBted. 


Prbs.  Rebd  to  RsPBisSEj!rrATiyE8,  1781. 

Philada.  Jany.  28, 1781. 
G^nt. 

The  unhappy  discontent  which  has  appeared  in  the  Pennsylvania 
line  and  the  critical  situation  of  public  affairs  render  it  of  great 
importance,  that  the  General  Assembly  should  be  punctual  in  their 
meeting  aecording  to  adjournment.  The  members  of  your  county 
are  therefore  earnestly  requested  to  attend  accordingly. 
I  am  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedt  Servant, 

J.  REED,  Prost. 

To  Isaac  Meason,  Samuel  Sloan  k  David  Semple  Esq.  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  county  of  Westmoreland. 

Note.  A  similar  letter  to  John  Burd  Esqr.  to  be  communicated 
to  his  colleague  J.  Powell,  Esq. 
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Col.  Thomas  F&ooiob  to  Prss.  Bsep,  1781. 

Pbilada.  Janiuurjr  23d,  178L 
GentlemeD, 

As  many  non-oommisstoiied  Officers  and  Malroas's  bdonsiiigto  the 
Arfcillerj  of  this  Common  wealth,  have  nnjastlj  ayaild  ^emaelTei 
through  a  Proclamation  of  His  Ezcellenoj  the  Ooyemor ;  deriaed 
to  quell  the  insurrection  among  the  Troops  of  the  PenosjlTama 
.Line— Have  taken  an  Oath  they  were  altered  but  for  three  yean, 
or  during  the  War;  and  are  iherebj  discharged  the  aenrioa. 

Bj  the  tenor  of  the  aforesaid  Proclamation  a  Field  officer  firoa 
each  Regiment  was  directed  to  attend  a  committee  of  your  Honoio^ 
able  House  at  Trenton  with  the  Enlistments  of  the  Soldiers  in  otda 
that  justice  might  be  done  to  the  complainants,  My  Men  knowing 
the  TeuOT  of  their  enlistments  being  for  the  war  fordbly  preTonted 
my  producing  them.  And  whereas  the  major  part  of  the  Beginent 
is  now  present  in  the  city,  consisting  mostly  of  these  men  who  are 
too  honourable  to  declare  off;  gives  me  an  opportunity  oC  deing 
essential  service  to  the  State,  by  producing  their  enliatments  which 
cannot  admit  of  an  equivocation.  ^ 

My  wish  is  therefore  in  order  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  ttese 
Men  for  future  complaints,  and  to  show  with  what  jnatioe  thar 
services,  are  demanded ;  that  two  Gentlemen  be.appointed  by  yo«ai 
judges  while  the  matter  is  investigated  between  those  Men  and  the 
State.  To  delay  this  matter  much  longer  will  be  attended  with  bad 
consequences,  as  many  men  of  my  Kegiment  As  well  as  of  others 
have  entered  themselves  on  Board  of  Vessels  in  this  Harbour  and  u 
hourly  expected  to  sail  if  not  prevented  by  an  order  from  your 
Honorable  House.  I  wait  your  further  orders  and  directionaj  and 
am  Honoured  Sirs  with  due  regard, 
Your  most  obedient, 

Humble  Servt. 

THO.  PROCTOB, 
Col  P.  Artilerey. 

Directed^ 
The  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  common 

wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Gbn.  Jambs  Pottbb  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1781. 

Tients,  Januy.  24th,  1781. 
Sir, 

We  have  settled  with  eight  of  the  Begt.  Including  Practeis 
Artilerey — when  they  are  So&r  they  are  much  Better  natured  than 
they  were— *we  have  had  a  Rangale  once  a  day  untill  yesterday, — 
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we  S«teitt6d  more  men  yesterday  oat  of  the  Seyenth  end  muek 
betler  Tempered  tfaan  tbay  formerly  were. 

General  Wayne  Informed  as  last  evining  that  Major  Borrir  had 
seen  two  Sarjaiitaof  the  Jarsey  line  who  enformed  him  that  ahont 
400  men  of  that  line  had  marohed  off  from  Prineeton  to  Morristowm 
and  Secured  oar  two  pieces  of  Cannon  that  were  left  and  taken  off 
to  Chatham  and  were  following  the  worthey  Bzample  of  the  peii- 
sylvania  line. 

I  hope  in  aboat  eight  days  we  shall  have  the  plesore  of  seeing 
yon  in  the  City. 

I  am  your  Excellency, 

Humble  Servant, 

JAS.  POTTER. 
P.  S.  I  do  not  Beleve  the  Beport  of  the  Jarsey  line. 
Directedy 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.  Philadelphia. 


Pebs.  Bsed  to  Dblsgatss  in  CoNaBBsSy  1781. 

Ckntlemen, 

The  Non  Payment  of  the  Interest  dae  to  Persons  who  have  put 
ihdr  Money  into  the  Loan  Office  of  this  State  ocoarions  just  k  general 
Uneasinewy  &  unless  some  Redress  is  given  must  soon  be  productive 
of  very  disagreeable  Consequences.  There  is  at  present  a  vigorous 
OoUeoUon  of  publick  Taxes  in  this  State,  &  many  who  have  accom- 
modated the  publick  with  their  Money  at  the  Bequest  of  Congress, 
have  had  their  Goods  seised  &  distrained  while  the  Interest  of  their 
Certificates  is  unpaid. — ^We  should  be  glad  to  confer  with  you  on 
tikis  imp<Mrtant  Subject  to  morrow  at  11  Killock,  &  am 

Gentlemen  with  Respect  &  Regard, 

your  Obcd.  Hbbl.  Serv., 
J.  B. 

Indonedy 

January  24th,  1781. 


Sbobbtary  Matlace  to  David  Deshlbb,  1781. 

Phihidelphia;  Jan'  24, 1781. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  to  Col'  Morgan,  mentioning  the  applio^tion  of  CoV 
Butler  to  you  for  provisions  for  the  Garrison  under  his  Command 
at  Wyoming,  has  been  laid  before  the  Council.  Orders  on  the  sub* 
ject  have  been  g^ven  to  Col'  Morgan,  which,  no  doubt,  he  has  trans- 
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sniUed  to  joa.  I  am  ordered  b  j  (he  {Resident  k  Ooancnl  to  desire 
that  you  will  send  to  the  Flreeident  the  Oriffiiial  letter  written  to 
yon  by  Gd'  Butler. 

I  mnat  request  yoa  will  not  delay  to  do  this  a  moment  beyoad  the 
first  safe  opportunity,  aa  thai  letter  ia  now  wanted  here.  It  will  be 
|>roper  for  you  to  keep  an  ezaet  copy  of  it  in  your  hands  leit  the 
original  should  miscarry. 

I  am  with  great  respect^ 

your  most  ob*  servanty 

T.  M. 
Sec'y* 
Uirectadf 

To  David  BeahUr;  Coqamiasioner  of  purchases  for  the  county  of 
Northampton. 


JosKPH  Dban  to  V.  p.  MOORB,  1781. 

Contiaental  Ferry,  Jan'y  24«»,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  ariVd  here  this  morning  afW  a  Tory  disagreeable  ride,  thn/ 
exceediiM;  bad  Beads.  Ool.  Farmer  will  want  at  least  lOOG  yds.  6 
or  I  Cloth,  6  large  bolts  Osnaburgs,  800  Shirts,  800  pair  Shoea,  150 
dos.  small  Buttons,  100  doa.  large  ditto,  &  6*  thread,  if  these  Aitides 
are  not  on  the  Road  now,  we  shall  be  entirely  out  of  allGloatliiBg  to 
morrow,  and  I'm  afiraid  the  Soldiers  will  begin  to  be  very  troabUsosM^ 
you  will  therefore  please  to  Consider  our  Critical  sttnation  at  thii 
place.  Its  with  great  concern  I  have  to  inform  you  of  the  levolt 
of  the  Jersey  Line,  they  are  posted  near  Chatham  with  two  pieees 
Artilery  in  a  very  advantageous  Situation  to  defend  themselves,  the 
Bearer  can  inform  you  more  ef  this  than  I  can  possibly  write  you. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  very  humb.  Serv., 

JOS.  DEAN. 
Directed^ 

Honble  William  Moore,  Esqf,  Vice  President  State  Pennsy*, 
Philad-. 

*  See  page  702,  &CoL  Eec  ,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  696. 


FSMlfSYLVANIA  ABQHIVBS  1781.  IVS 

TflOHAS  Soon  TO  Pkss.  Bssd,  1781. 

Westmorelaacl;  Jaauary  24tAy  1781. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  often  done  myself  the  pleeenr  of  writiiig  to  yon  oboe  I  left 
Philadelphia^  and  have  given  you  aeoonnt  of  tkis  several  different 
appearanoes  wbioh  the  a&in  of  this  Country  have  firom  time  to  time 
Boade  sinee  that  date;  but  know  not  if  any  were  bo  fortunate  as  to 
teaeh  your  hand. 

I  have  been  big  with  expeotation  of  the  line  between  ns  and  vir^ 
ginia  being  shortly  run;  and  that  dispute  finally  settled  y  bnt  begin 
to  think  I  shall  be  disappointed.  A  member  of  the  Virginia  assem*- 
blj,  who  lately  arrived  h^re  from  Riohmond,  assures  me  that  that 
Government  knows  nothing  of  onr  agreement  with  their  oonditaona, 
but  what  they  get  from  the  public  Newspapers:  and  moreover 
shewed  me  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  last  oetobw,  whic^ 
appears  to  Intimate  what  oougress  designs  to  do  with  the  I^nd  that 
may  be  ceded  to  the  united  states,  pursuant  to  a  reoommendation  of 
the  6th  of  September.  From  which,  and  for  as  much  as  they  had 
no  official  intiligenoe  of  pennsylvanias  agreement  with, them,  he 
aigoes  that  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  and  further  that  if  it  should  be 
offered  it  must  not  be  suffered,  because  if  the  unappropriated  parts 
of  tbe  eoiintry  are  relinquished  to  Congress,  we  must  go  with  it,  or 
£Ice  we  shall  remain  a  people  dependant  on  Pennsylvania,  Remote 
in  situation,  different  in  Interests,  lew  in  number,  aud  forever  pre^ 
vented  of  future  groath,  and  ooneiquently  Qovemed  by  Laws  (aa 
good  as  wholly)  made  by  those  whoee  Interest  is  totally  different 
from  ourSb 

This  sir  is  said  to  be  Nervous  reasoning,  and  has  not  failed  of 
making  its  impression  on  the  minds  of  many,  in  so  mueh  that  I 
think  the  statse  of  Penn*,  Haryknd,  and  Virginia,  and  Ooi^gress  too, 
will  shoHly  see  Memorials  on  the  eubjeot.  For  my  own  part  I  want 
Information,  and  for  that  end  beg  your  Excellencies  answer  to  the 
following  queries,  with  such  ether  Information  as  you  may  pleas  to 
favour  me  with.  1st,  dos  Oongtess  Bxpeot  any  land  off  Pennsylva* 
aia  ?  2d,  do  they  mean  by  the  promised  reimbursements  to  pay  a 
just  proportion  of  the  sum  due  the  proprietary  family  as  well  aa 
other  expence  1  8d,  will  the  state  come  into  the  measur  t  4th,  will 
penn"  let  all  the  settlements  on  the  Western  waters  go  with  or  be 
part  of  what  they  will  relinquish  7  If  the  two  first  are  in  the  affirma* 
tive,  and  the  whole  plan  ealoulated,  aa  it  appears  to  be,  to  bring  tho 
states  into  a  firmer  bond  of  union  than  they  at  present  are,  I  can. 
lotettain  bntJUttell  doubt  of  the  third.  And  if  tbe  fourth  is  in  the 
affirmative  also^  I  believe  it  will  meet  but  very  few  objections  mt 
this  side  the  mountains ;  but  should  the  unaetled  part  of  pennsyl'* 
vanias  claim  Be  rdiuquisbed,  and  the  aottdments  Retained;  the; 
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people  would  Certainly  ihiDk  themsolyes  Intolenblj  agriered.  6m 
up  all  and  let  as  take  our  ohanoe,  or  keep  all  and  let  us  grcnr  to  be 
a  considerable  part  of  jou,  is  the  cry  of  many.  Others  say  let  us 
by  mere  dint  of  opositiou  foroe  those  atates  to  relinquish  us  to  oobp 
gress  (on  the  present  recommendation)  whose  proeraatiDated  quarrel 
about  our  country  hath  hung  us,  our  wives^  Children  and  laving  up 
an  easy  pray  to  the  saTages  these  so  many  years,  the  aetUesMDt 
whereof  hath  in  so  many  instances  been  totally  negleoted,  and  at 
best  considered  as  a  mere  by  boanesSi  which  will  at  one  jianke  re- 
concile all  our  Teritoiial  diflFerences,  and  'Inable  us  to  exert  our 
united  strength  against  our  common  enemy.  A  third  class  aeem  to 
wait  the  success  of  a  memorial  which  was  drawn  up  at  tiiia  Januny 
Term  and  signed  by  a  few  of  those  present  at  court,  reapectiBg  tftie 
price  of  our  land,  and  will  be  carryed  down  by  Mr.  Meason,  one  of 
our  representatives,  and  should  that  Memorial  be  unsuooessfull,  I  do 
not  ^ink  there  is  many,  perhaps  not  ton  men  !on  this  side  the 
mountains,  that  would  not  liflt  arms  against  the  state.     This  is  the 

S resent  situation  of  this  country,  all  in  confusion  and  destraotion, 
elploss  for  want  of  Government,  and  exposed  to  the  daylj  Imodes 
of  the  savage  tribes. 

Altho  tlra  jurisdiction  of  Virginia  atill  retains  soflMent  atreagth 
to  distress  an  Individual,  on  behalf  of  a  favonrate,  yet  it  is  so  far 
shaken  that  it  is  totally  unable  to  command  the  services  of  its  sub- 
jects in  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  Penn*  is 
not  yet  extended  amongst  them,  nor  can  it  be  as  matters  now  stand. 
The  snbjyto  of  Pennsylvania  JElevolt  at  the  Idea  of  being  subjected 
to  double  and  Threefold  duty,  whilst  their  next  neighbour,  on  the 
right  hand  and  on  the  left,  are  not  compellable  to  do  any  thing,  and 
a  few  weeks  will  bring  that  season  of  the  year  when  we  may  expeet 
the  Indians  amongst  us.  Our  condition  is  realy  deplorable,  lor 
Gk)ds  sake,  dear  sir  Interest  yourself  in  having  some  thing  done  that 
may  put  an  end  to  the  present  destractions  of  this  country. 

No  douBt  council  have  some  good  reason  for  not  communicating  the 
late  asreement  with  Yirgi**  proposals  to  that  Oovemmcnt  before  now 
(if  it  is  true  that  they  have  not)  if  it  is  that  all  is  to  be  relinquished 
to  the  Conlanent,  as  is  portended,  and  by  which  ocation  of  new%Mi- 
fusion  has  been  found,  I  wish  to  god  it  was  done,  If  any  thmg  Elce 
I  wish  how  soon  it  could  be  removed  and  the  country  assiurei  of 
what  they  are  to  expect.  And  in  the  mene  time  I  Judge  it  rather 
Imprudent  for  me  (after  all  thate  passed)  to  Intermeddle  much  in 
the  politics  of  this  country;  but  wishes  sincerely  that  the  state  may 
Bather  hold  all  ite  claims  on  the  Western  waters,  or  give  aU  up, 
that  this  country  which  appears  so  naturally  connected,  amy  not 
tmfhr  any  p(4itical  division  that  can  be  avoided. 

Two  or  three  other  questions  of  high  consequMMse  to  this  ooanty 
occurs  to  me,  which  I  beg  your  answer  to.  first  is  Whether  one, 
two  or  more  justices  inqnirinff  of  a  fonnble  entry  and  detainer  by  a 
jury  of  twenty  four,  under  the  statutes  be. a  Ijogal  proceeding  in 
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PeniifiyWamay  and  if  it  is  wbetber  the  Inqnimticm  so  foand  may  be 
set  aside  by  metioii  in  tbe  sessions,  and  writ  of  rertitation  awaided, 
and  whether  any  apeal  Lies  to  the  sessions  in  such  ease,  if  not,  what 
is  the  proper  mode  for  the  party  agrieved  by  such  motion  and  writ 
thereon  awarded,  to  Obtain  redress.  Lastly  whether  possessions  of 
Land  gained  by  judgments  on  default  in  the  Virginia  courts,  TcTin 
altbo  the  party  against  whom  the  jadg^  is,  may  for  some  time  naTO 
acknowledged  himself  a  subject  of  their  usurpation,  rather  than  ran 
the  risque  of  refusing  it)  are' to  be  held  by  such  Judgment,  till  the 
title  is  tryed,  or  may  they  be  conceded  and  proceeded  in  as  fcnroeable 
entrys. 

These  questions  exactly  state  the  case  of  the  bearer  hereof,  Mr. 
Joseph  Jones,  who  is  a  great  sufferer  at  present  by  that  artch  apostite 
Dorsey  pentioost,  who  hath  been  the  yery  person,  who  invegled 
and  fritned  hundreds  into  subjection  to  that  usurpation,  and  this  m' 
Jones  amongst  the  rest,  for  a  while,  altho  he  bad  come  to  dare  to 
deny  their  Jurisdiction  before  the  Judgment  was  bad  against  him, 
and  yet  this  same  penticost,  the  second,  and  next  to  Conely,  in  all 
tbe  misclue&  that  hath  befalen  this  country,  has  adress  enough,  and 
infiuance  enough,  on  some  of  onr  weak  headed  Magastrates  to  make 
tbem  belicTe  that  all  those  wbp  ever  acknowledged  the  jurisdiction 
of  Virginia  are  bound  by  the  determination,  altho  they  may  have 
denyed  it  before  the  matter  was  determined,  and  that  tbe  late 
agreement  between  the  two  states  seeures  all  this  &c.  and  his  money, 
and  smiles,  procures  some  of  our  little  petty  foging  Lawyers  to  preach 
tbe  same  doctrin,  Ac,  Ac.,  on  all  which  and  for  the  sake  of  justice  I 
beg  you  will  set  the  said  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Hoofnagle,  who  will 
be  with  him,  on  tbe  right  tract  in  this  case,  and  fayour  me  with 
yowt  ExpHcite  answer  to  these  queries,  for  the  futer  benefit  of  this 
oousty.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  witb  the  greatest  respect,  your 
ExeeUencies  most  obedient  and  very  humb.  servant^ 

THOMAS  SCOTT. 


P&BS.  Rbkd  to  Samuel  Lyon,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  Bendezvoua  of  the  4'^  Begiment  of  Infantry  of  this  State  is 
af^inted  at  Carlisle  &  as  Meat  will  be  necessary  as  well  as  Flour 
for  tbeir  Support  you  will  extend  your  Purchases  to  that  Article— 
We  know  not  what  to  say  as  to  Money,  the  Treasury  being  kept  in 
so  exhausted  a  State  all  the  Counties  being  deficient  &  I  am  sorry 
to  say  Cumberland  County  in  a  particular  Manner.  Pray  exert 
yourself  witb  the  Gentlemen  of  the  County  to  collect  the  Taxes  & 
then  we  shall  be  able  to  do  something  satisfactory  in  the  Way  of 
Payment  to  those  who  furnish  Supplies.    The  late  Mutiny  in  the 
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PtfniMrjrlviinia  Lise  ii»y  be  muoh  afloribei  to  (he  Defideiu^  of  Tiuif 
bj  whioh  the  troops  heve  been  anpaid,  unfed  &  u&oleadi'd. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Seir , 

JOS.  REED, 

Preaide&t. 
Jhdorwtdf 

Janaary  26*^,  1781.    To  Samuel  Ljon  Comm'  of  Pttrohases  in 
Cumberland  County. 


P&B6.  BsEB  TO  Oapn.  Mhohbll,  178L 

Sir, 

It  18  wiih  great  Satiafaotkm  we  hare  heard  that  agreeable  to  a 
Sesolotton  of  Congress  Gen*  Washington  has  appointed  yon  to  the 
Command  of  the  Oanrison  at  Wyomiog.  As  a  disputed  Territory 
between  two  States  we  have  no  doubt  yon  will  obeerre  an  impaitiid 
&  disinterested  Attention  to  your  Tmst  &  reatiij  the  Aboaee  whieh 
have  long  prevailed  at  that  Plaoe  wlgle  under  an  interested  Gem- 
mander.  These  were  principally  enoonraging  SetUers  of  all  Ghaxao- 
ters  &  Denominations  to  ooeupy  the  disputed  Lands  eontraiy  to  the 
Letter  &  Spirit  of  the  enclosed  Resolution  of  Congress — ^And  aeeondly 
distributlDg  Supplies  ostensibly  for  the  Garrison  tf>  such  Setdecs 
under  the  Denomination  of  Officers  &  Soldiers.  You  &  your  PtepLe 
will  doubtless  be  tempted  by  Offers  of  Land  &  other  Artifices  to 
engage  }rou  in  their  Interests  &  favour  their  Views  which  are  to 
strengthen  themael  ves  in  Number  and  PossessioQ  so  as  when  Ooeaaion 
serves  to  substitute  Force  instead  of  Right-— Hence  oar  Overtvres 
to  submit  the  Dispute  to  the  Decision  of  Congress  agreeable  to  the 
Articles  of  Confederation  which  both  States  have  a<xeded  to,  have 
been  declined  without  assigning  even  a  plausible  Reason.  They 
have  hitherto  had  sufficient  Address  to  support  those  Interested  at 
the  Ezpence  of  the  United  States  but  the  Eyes  of  the  Representatives 
are  at  length' opened  &  led  to  this  Change  of  Command  in  which  we 
have  great  Confidence  that  yon  will  not  only  keep  yourself  dkengaged 
from  any  interested  Connections  with  those  People  but  as  £u  aa  pos- 
sible preserve  your  Men  from  becoming  Parties  in  a  Dispute  w^leh 
can  never  be  brought  to  a  fair  &  just  Discussion  without  destroying 
the  absurd  and  disingenuous  Claims  of  Connecticut.  Sensible  of  the 
Abuses  practised  at  the  Post  we  refused  to  permit  Supplies  to  pass 
untill  they  were  rectified  but  as  we  are  now  fully  satisSfied  with  the 
Arrangement  made  I  enclose  you  a  Letter  to  Col.  Hunter  Lieutenant 
of  Northumberland  &  to  our  Commissioner  there  directing  them  to 
forward  all  necessary  Supplies  to  that  Post  as  heretofore.  Yon  will 
send  us  down  Returns  of  your  Strength  from  Time  to  Time  that 
suitable  &  sufficient  Supplies  may  be  procured.     And  we  hope  yon 


JPKVNBILyANIA  ABOHITXB  17SI  717 

(trill  exert  joitnelf  irith  respeot  to  tba  enoIoMd  BeiohiliM  of 
CoDgrees  wbioh  has  hithorto  been  little  regarded,  by  maldD§{  dod 
laqnir J  of  sll  mew  Settlers  &  using  jo«r  Autbc^ty  irhen  they  eome 
contrary  to  tbis  Beiolotioii. 

We  sbmll  be  glad  to  liear  froia  yo«  ooeanonally  A  wisUng  you 
«a  agieeable  b  hoBonrabla  CooiQia&dy 

I  remain  Sir, 

Tonr  Obed.  Hbblc  Scr. 
Jndortedf 

January  26^*,  1781.    To  Captain  Mitchell  Commas  at  Wyomiog. 


Pubs.  Reed  to  Col.  Sam.  Huhtbb,  1781, 

Sir, 

Tbe  Hon.  Continental  Confess  baying  lately  on  our  Re{>resent«- 
tions  passed  a  Besolve  directing  Gen.  Waabiogton  to  garriaon  tho 
Post  at  Wyoming  wUb  Troops  of  a  State  indii^rent  to  tbe  Dispute 
subsisting  between  tbis  State  k  Connecticut  &  bis  Ezcell'  haying 
agreeable  thereto  ordered  a  Detachment  of  tbe  Jersey  Line  under 
Capt.  Mitchell  to  occupy  that  Post  we  now  think  it  our  Duty  to 
revoke  the- order  formerly  giyen  you  to  stay  the  passing  Proyisions  & 
Sapplies  from  this  State  and  request  yon  to  gjye  Capt.  Mitchel  who 
is  a  Oentleman  of  fair  Character  &  a  good  Officer  all  the  Assistance 
&  Ciyility  in  ^our  Power.  Ar  we  are  informed  that  there  are  Quan- 
tities of  Pioyieions  in  that  Country^  we  request  you  to  coifsult  Capt 
Mitchel  ob  the  Appointment  of  some  Person  to  act  as  Purchaser  at 
Wyoming  and  its  Vicinity  ou  Behalf  of  the  State.  As  he  is  to  act 
under  the  State  it  is  needless  to  add  that  be  must  be  a  Person  well 
affe<yted  to  its  interests  aa  well  as  Trustworthy  in  <)ther  Bespects. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbblo  Serr. 
iHneUdj 

To  OoL  Hunter,  lieut  of  Noicihumberland. 

xTlaOTKdj 

Jan'y  26'^,  1781.    To  Colonel  Samuel  Hunter,  U  of  Northum^ 

County. 

Laxnt.  JosifH  Habt  vo  Fbib.  Bhbd,  1781. 

JanV  y  26t%  1781. 
Sir,       ^ 

This  Day  two  Weeks  I  wrote  to  Cbuncil  to  know  who,  how  or 

when  the  Volunteerfl  or  sel^n  months'  ipen^  were  to  get  their  pay ; 

but  your  Excellency  being  then  out  of  Town,  the  letter  waalwoagb^ 

back  inopetied :  and  Just  no^  there  is  twoooano  who  Hay;  that  tfiey 
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^aoM  from  Ton ;  and  that  you  told  them  you  liad  sent  Orien  fo 
me  to  pay  them.  These  orders  (if  any  sach)  aie  not  yet  eome  to 
hand ;  and  I  must  send  the  poor  Fellows  away,  as  I  hare  done  many 
others,  without  their  Money,  or  without  being  able  to  tell  tfaea 
■wheii  or  by  whome  they  are  to  be  paid,  and  this,  I  find,  Gfeates 
a  General  nneasiness,  whioh  must  be  pcarnidons  to  the  reonuting 
Serrioe.  If  I  am  to  pay  the  Men,  I  wish  I  had  a  few  days  sooner, 
as  I  have  Just  stated  my  Aoc*  with  the  State,  and  paid  the  Ballanee 
to  the  Treasurer. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  Breach  in  our  Army,  and  am  afraid  it 
will  gire  Spirit  and  Vigoure  to  the  Enemy.  This  is  s^  to  be 
ocoationed  by  bad  pay  and  other  bad  usage.  Should  be  glad  to  hear 
the  Particulars  of  this  Mischieyous  Business,  and  whether  or  no  the 
Storm  last  Monday  night  hath  done  any  Considerable  damage  to  the 
Vessels  at  the  Wharfes,  or  on  the  Rivers,  as  I  think  it  must  have 
done  some.  It  hath  ocoationed  great  destruction  to  the  Timber  and 
Fences  in  this  Country,  and  one  House  I  saw  unroofed,  but  no  lives 
lost.    I  am,  Sir,  with  all  Possible  respect, 

Your  Excellencies  &  the  ConnciPs 
Most  Obd«  Humble  Serv*, 

JOSEPH  HART,  Lieut  B.  G 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  and  the  Members  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania.  ** 


Col.  Saml.  Miles  to  Prss.  Bebd,  1781. 

Phikd*,  Jan'y  27%  178L 
Sir, 

I  have  been  applyed  to  by  the  Quarter  Master  of  the  second  Re^ 
of  the  Pennsv*  Line  for  Billets  for  a  Number  of  Non  Commission^ 
Officers  &  Boldieri ;  but  as  the  Order  of  the  Hon**"  Council  is  oon- 
fin'd  to'the  Officers,  I  oan't  look  upon  myself  warrentod  in  billedng 
private  soldiers  upon  the  Inhabitants  without  a  speeial  Order  fw 
that  purpose.  I  expected  to  Quarter  them  in  the  Barrack^  bni 
there's  no  part  nnooouped  fit  to  receive  them. 

Indeed,  I  hope  the  Honorable  Council  will  be  kind  enough  to  put 
this  duty  upon  the  Magistrates  if  any  soldiers  are  to  be  billeted  on 
the  Inhabitants,  as  the  Magistrates  in  their  respective  wards  are 
certainly  better  Judges  than  I  can  possibly  be  of  the  Situation  of 
the  families  in  their  Neighbourhood. 

I  am  your  Excellencies  most 

Obed*&  most- Humble  Servant    • 

8A1P  MILES,  D.  Q.  M.  O. 
Directed, 
His  Ezcellency  Joaeph  Reed,  Es<f  ,  Presid*  of  Pennsylvaoia. 


i 
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Pbiis.  oj  Cowgrbss  to  Prbs.  Beed,  1781. 

Philadelphia^  Jannary  27, 1781. 
Sir, 

Enclosed  is  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Col.  Blaine,'*'  Commissary 
General,  which  I  am  directed  to  transmit  to  the  seyeral  States  from 
Pennsylvania  to  the  Eastward. 

~  By  this  you  will  be  informed  of  the  critical  Situation  of  the  Army 
respecting  Proyisions  and  other  Supplies. 

Congress  hayeno  other  means  on  which  to  place  their  Dependance 
at  present,  but  a  Compliance  on  the  Part  of  the  States  in  furnishing 
their  respectiye  Quotas  agreeable  to  former  requisitions  for  that 
Purpose. 

It  is  therefore  most  earnestly  requested,  that  they  use  every  pos- 
sible Exertion  in  procuring  the  Provisions  &  Supplies  requested  of 
them  respectively. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem  &  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  . 
&  most  humble  Servant, 
SAM.  HDiNTINGTON. 
President. 
His  Excellency  President  Beed«    . 


Sbc'7  Matlack  to  Col.  Saml.  Miles,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  Jan'y  29%  1781. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  President  baa  laid  before  the  Council  your 
letter  of  the  27th  ins^-t  ^^^  Council  direct  me  to  inform  yon  that, 
ooneisteBt  with  their  Orders,  there  will  not  be  in  the  city,  at  any 
time,  more  than  150  men ;  and  ibis  number  they  think  there  cannot 
be  a  diffienlty  in  quartering  in  pnblio  buildings,  withont  int^ering 
with  private  families;  but  if  a  niimber  should  happen  to  be  in  the 
City  greater  than  can  be  provided  for  in  that  way,  yon  will  pleaae 
to  apply  to  the  Jnatices  of  the  Peace  for  authority  to  quarter  them. 
I  have  enclosed  to  yon  the  Arrangement  of  the  Pennsylvania  line^ 
with  the  recruitins  instructions,  by  which  yon  will  see  the  places  to 
which  they  are  ordered,  and  yon  will  proeeed  to  give  directibna  fot 
providing  quarters  for  the  Offleers  &  aoldiem  acemrdingly,  as  above 
jnentioned. 

I  am^  respectfully.  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

T.  M.,.«eo'y. 
.  To  Col«  S.  Miles,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

*  See  page  70(^. 
t  See  page  718. 
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HiLABT  Bakbr,  Ja.^  TO  Sbobbtaet  Matlaoe^  1781. 

Sir, 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  tbe  Act  for  the  gradaal  Abolition  of 
Slavery*  is  to  be  construed  with  respect  to  Slayea  or  Servants  nader 
the  Age  of  28  years,  and  omitted  to  be  entered.  Whether  they  an 
to  be  considered  as  immediately  Free,  or  as  Servants,  untill  they 
attain  the  Age  of  28  years.  I  shall  Esteem  it  a  Favour  if  you  will 
be  pleased  to  inform  me  what  Construction  the  Hon'ble  Council  and 
yourself  put  on  the  Law  in  this  Point,  that  I  may  know  how  to 
make  out  Certificates  properly  in  such  cases. 

The  Bearer  has  two  Children  thus  circumstanced,  i.  e.j  under  the 
Age  of  28  years  and  not  entred.  He  is  desirous  to  have  Certificates^ 
wherein  I  think  the  Benefit  derived  to  the  Persons  by  the  Law  shoold 
be  clearly  and  precisely  expressed — tb'^efore,  I  would  wish  to  guard 
against  Improprieties. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obed.  humble  Servant, 

HILARY  BAKEB,  Jul  . 

Jan'y  29th,  1781. 

Hon'ble  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Present. 


Prbs.  Bebd  to  Commissiomsrs  of  Purchasbs^  1781. 

Sir, 

It  is  become  necessary  in  order  to  recrnit  the  Line  of  thu  State 
now  most  unhappily  deranged,  to  appoint  places  of  Bendesvons  in 
the  several  Counties,  which  we  have  done,  agreeable  to  the  inclosed 
Plan.f  You  wJH  therefore  exert  yourself  with  all  Expedition  to 
provide  Beef,  Bread  k  Rum  or  Whiskey  &  Forage,  at  the  Ydlom 
Spnngt  few  the  Aeoommodstion  of  one  Regiment,  we  do  sot  ezpeel 
that  more  than  100  Men  will  be  there  at  one  Tine,  b«t  thete  will 
•llwaya  be  Mndry  officers,  who  are.  to  be  quartered  in  the  neigh^ 
boring  Houses  by  two  MagistratSB,  eo  as  to  be  meet  oonveDieol  te 
the  Offieere  k  leae^  buHheneome  to  the  InhabitantB.  We  reeonmend 
it  to  you  &  the  neighbonog  Gentlemen  to  treat  tbetn  wilh  the 
Civility  k  ]Sndness  due  to  their  Aank  ^  Oharttster,  k  have  no  doabt 
but^  on  their  Part,  they  will  treat  the  Inbabitante  with  Reepeci  k 
l^agKtd.  You  aie  to  Mivet  your  Purohasee  to  the  iaeuing  Conti- 
nental OonniiBBary^  k  we  again  require  regular  monthly:  Retnros  of 
your  Proceedings,  which  cannot  be  dispensed  with  on  any  Aeoemti 

1  am>  &0. 
Itubmted,  Jan'y  30,  '81. 

*  Passed  Mar.  1,  1780.    See  Reg.  rennsyltania,  Vol.  IX.,  p.  270-^72- 
Vol.  X.,  p.  827,  and  Vol.  XI.,  |».  a68* 
t  Not  found. 
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DAjm  DiSHLBR  70  Sbo.  Mazlace,  1781« 

AUentowq;  Jan'y  31st^4781. 
Sir, 

.  Beceived  your  Letter  of  tbo  24th  Instant,  and  has  obeyed  thq 
orders  of  the  President  &  Council  by  Inclosing  Colo.  Butler's  Letter 
and  instructionS|  which  I  hope  will  come  safe  to  hand.  Gapt, 
Mitchell;  whocomm&nds  the  Jersey  Troops  that  is  gone  to  Wyoming 
to  relieve  the  Garrison,  has  applyed  to  me  for  BappHes.  I  can  do 
nothing  till  my  Inf tnictioni  ccmub  fppm  the  Honorable  President  & 
Council,  whose  pleasure  I  shall  wait  upon.  I  gave  them  a  little 
supply  to  take  with  them  to  the  Garrison.  •        • 

I  am,  Hon*  Sir,  Your  h'ble  Servt., 

DAVID  DESHLEB. 
Directed^ 

FnUio  eerrioe. 
Honble  Timothy  Matkck,  Esq.,  Seo'y,  Philadelphia. 
Favoured  ty  Colo.  Brom. 

JndoTtedj 
Bead  feb'y  7>  178}.    (There  i«  no  mfai«te  of  this  date.) 

Prbs.  Bbbb  to  Maj.  Gbk.  St.  Olair,  1781. 

Gounoil  Chamber,  VeU  1, 1781. 

Sir, 

Your  Communications  this  Morning  in  Behalf  of  the  Captains  & 
Subalterns  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  specifying  ^<  a  Demand  of  « 
'<  farther  Advance  of  Money,  &  in  Case  of  Non-cpmpliance  that  a 
'^  Besignation  would  take  Place''  was  of  so  extraordinary  k  inter- 
esting a  Nature  that  we  thought  it  our  Duty  to  communicate  it  to 
the  Hon.  th^  Couffress  of  the  United  States  who  will  probably 
signify  their  Senee  thereupen  either  Immediately  to  jou  or  through 
us.  For  our  own  Parts  having  in  the  Advanoe  already  gone  beyond 
the  Ael  el  Asa^  which  only  requires  Certificates  to  m  given  for 
Depreciation  &  not  bein^  authorized  to  furnish  the  Arrearages  of  Pay 
or  in  a  Capacity  k)  make  any  farther  Advances  we  can  only  lament 
tiiat  o^  past  Bxertions  have  not  been  more  satislaeiory  k  mus^ 
under  eveiy  Event  endeavour  to  eonduet  the  public  Budnesa  to  as 
happy  an  Issue  as  CIroumstanees  will  admit 

I  am  Sir,  with  much  Esteem 
\  Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser.* 

*  See  GliL  Bee.,  YeL  XH,  p.  618. 
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Prss*  Sbbd  to  Delbgatis  in  CoHGEnSy  1781. 

GenUemeiii 

The  SitaatioA  of  Affairs  with  Respect  to  the  Offioen  of  the 
Pennsjlv.  Line  reqairixig  oar  giving  some  Answer  from  this  Board 
to  the  Requisition  made  yesterday  bj  Gen.  St  Clair  we  have  jnat 
sent  the  inclosed  which  we  think  it  incumbent  on  as  to  oommaaicate 
to  the  Hon*  Body  of  which  you  are  Members. 
I  am  with  due  Respect  &  Regard 

Qen'  your  obed.  &  yeiy  Hbble  8er. 

J.  B. 

Lularged, 
Feb.  2, 1781. 


Pass.  Bxed  to  Boa&d  oir  Wab,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

In  fixing  the  Places  of  regimental  Rendezvons  for  ihe  Pennsylr. 
line  we  have  endeavoured  to  consult  the  good  of  the  Serriee,  the 
Convenience  of  Officers  ATlireumstances  of  the  Inhabitants  it  the 
Soldiers  are  now  so  well  acquainted  with  them  that  any  Alteration 
will  be  attended  with  bad  Consequences  we  therefore  hope  your 
Hon.  Board  will  give  Directions  conformably.  GoL  Miles's  Letter 
inclosed  will  state  to  you  the  principal  Difficulty  on  this  Sabjeet.* 
I  am  Gent  with  jnuoh  £steem 

Your  obed.  Hbble  Ser, 

J.  REED. 

Indarsedj 
Feb'y  2,  1781. 


Pass.  07  CoNQBEss  fo  Pass.  Bbbb,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  Febmarj  2, 1781. 
Sir 

By  the  inclosed  Resolve  of  the  1**  Instant  your  Excellency  will 
be  informed  that  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  4^  of  Septemberi 
1778  allowing  Officers  three  Dollars  a  Day  for  Bzpences  on  Busi- 
ness not  incidental  to  their  Office  is  repealed  and  to  have  no  Effect 
from  and  after  the  first  Day  of  March  next. 

I  am  desired  by  M'  Secretary  Thomson  to  request  your  Excel- 
lency would  be  so  obliging  as  to  forward  by  the  first  convenient 

«  See  pages  718,  71ft. 
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Opportunity  the  enclosed  Letter  addressed  to  H'  Mathew  Gowper. 
With  the  highest  Bespeei 
I  have  the  Honor  to  bo 

jour  Ezcellencj's  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  Senranti 

B^M.  HUNTINQTON,  Prendent. 
Dirededj  ^ 

His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


Sec'y  Matlack  to  Maj.  Qzs.  St«  Claib^  1781. 

Philadelphia,  Feb'y  8",  1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  ordered  by  His  Excellency  the  President  &  Council,  to 
eneloee  to  you  the  Besolve  of  Congress  of  the  2nd  instant,  which 
has  been  transmitted  to  them  in  consequence  of  an  application  to 
Congress  founded  on  your  representation  in  behalf  of  the  officers  of 
at^  Pennsylvania  line,  on  the  first  instant. 
I  am  with  great  respect 

your  most  obedient  senrant 

T,  M.  Sec^. 

JDireciedy 

Major  Gen>  S«  Clur. 


Pass*  07  OONGRBSS  TO  P&BS.  RSED,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  board  of  war  haTing  represented  to  Congress  that  there  are 
more  than  400  prisoners  in  goal  in  this  city  who  have  on  several 
occasions  manifested  a  mutinous  disposition ;  and  that  there  are  at 
this  time  several  circumstances  which  would  favour  any  attempts 
vbioh  they  might  make  to  escape,  Congress  have  passed  a  resolution 
of  which  I  enclose  a  certified  copy.  Your  Excellency  &  the  hon^ 
Council  will  see  the  necessity  of  taking  immediate  measures  for  car- 
rying it  into  execution  to  prevent  the  evil  consequences  that  may 
ensue. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
your  excellency's 
obed.  humble  Serv*, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Presd.* 
Direciedf 

His  £x'y  President  Beed. 

•  See  CoL  Bee.,  YeLXH.,  p.  61& 
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BbSOLITTION  07  CONGRBSS,  1781. 

In  CoDgreas,  Feb'y  3, 1781. 
Resolved,  That  it  be  reeommeDded  to  the  Bupreme  ^xecattve  of 
the  state  of  FensjlTonia  to  oall  out  to  do  duty  in  the  City  of  Fhikr 
delpUa  for  thirty  daja  if  not  sooner  disoharfled,  one  bnndred  of  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  militia  properly  offioerecL 

Bztract  from  the  minntee^ 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sce'y. 


CdL.  L.  Nicola  to  Prks.  Rbed,  1781. 


'I 


I  rec*  yesterday  afternoon,  two  Letters  from  Co).  &f atkcki  one 
informing  me  that  your  Excellency  &  Oonncil  denred  Copies^  of  ny 
letters  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Pensylvama  linci  &  of  the 
mders  I  gave  Captain  JdoBlhatton  &  Lts.  Bigham  ft  Wigton,  when 
I  gave  them  money  to  carry  to  Camp.  I  herewith  send  yoa  copies 
of  all  the  letters  1  wrote  ft  receiTcd  relatite  to  recnnttng,  ^ess 
would  have  been  sooner  seiit|  agreeable  to  your  former  directions, 
but  that  nettber  my  dirk  or  me  aoiM  afford  time  to  traneeribe  them, 
ft  the  person  I  first  employed  did  it  so  incorrectly  I  waa  obliged  to 
employ  another  to  recopy  them. 

When  I  committed  reomits  ft  money  to  Lt.  Bigham  ft  Cap.  Me- 
Elhatton,  I  only  gave  them  verbal  instmcUene  to  deliTer  both  to 
Oen^  St.  Clair,  or  officer  commanding  the  Fensylvania  line,  taking 
their  receipts  for  the  money  specifying  the  purpose  ibr  wlqch  it  was 
given  to  Ihem,  these  are  in  the  hands  of  tbe  State  AnditoiB  of  Ac- 
counts. Lt.  Wigton  had  no  charge  but  of  money,  for  which  be  g^ve 
jme  a  receipt,  on  his  return  to  this  dty  he  desired  I  would  return 
bim  his  receipt  ft  he  would  give  me  Gten^  Wayn^,  I  thought  this 
reasonable  ft  complied.    The  Gen*  receipt  is 

Eec*  Dec  22«,  1780,  of  Col.  Lewis  Nicola  by  the  hands  of  Lt 
Wigton  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  last 
bounty  to  certain  recruits. 

AOTV  WATNB, 

10,000  Dol-  Underneath. 
"  N.  B.    The  above  money'  was  delivered  lo  Genl.  Wayne,  Dec' 
5^^  but  not  receited  for  till  the  22«. 

J.  WIGTON. 

Col.  MaUack  second  letter  related  to  apjdioations  made  to  Council 
for  bounty  for  recruits  enlisted  in  camp. 

Sevmlcffioeis  ft  met  have  applied  to  me  for  bounties  due,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  to  7  months  men  re-enlisted  in  camp  by  Oen.  Pot* 
ter  ft  other  officers,  my  constant  answer  haa  been,  tkat  I  itta  noac- 

:  *  astoe.'pp.  ABftr-AsaL 


ElNNSTLTANLl  AECHIVB8  1781.  T25 

qnainted  with  ^ese  iransaotiona,  bad  no  orders  to  pay  the  bonnty 
^  those  veDi&  ooald  noi  dispose  of  Uie  puUick  money  wMioufc 
being  daly  authorised.  ^ 

Permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  am  with  respeot| 
*  S'  Your  most  obed.  ServanI, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inr, 
Bamcirs,  4  th 
Februy,  1781. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Ezoelleucy  Joseph  Seed,  President  of  the  State. 
Indonedy 

Mr  Joseph  Vandyke  is  recommended  to  be  Keeper  of  the  StalA 
Goal  in  Place  of  M'  Jevrel  deceased. 


Sbc't  Matlack  to  Wm*  Bkadford,  Jk.,  1781. 

Pbilad*,  Feb'y  5, 1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  dnreoted  by  His  Ezcellency  the  President  &  the  Connoil  to 
desire,  that  yon  will  immediately  issne  a  writ  in  the  name  of  the 
Commonwealth  against  Lieutenant  John  Bigham  of  the  fifth  Pens* 
aylvania  regiment  and  mark  the  same  eight  thousand  BoUan. 
I  am  with  great  respect 

Your  mo9t  obedient  Servant, 

T.  M.,  Sco'y, 
Dtreeted, 

Wm.  Bradford;  Jr.^  Esq.,  Att'y  General. 


Sbo'T  MaTLACK  to  MaNAOBRS  of  HoUSS  of  EmPLOTK BNT) 

1781. 

Gentlemen : 

An  Application  has  been  made  by  the  Board  of  War  for  a  pari  of 
the  house  of  employment  to  aeeomodate  siek  prisonere  now  in  the 
new  GkNkl.  The  Council  direct  me  to  request  yoa  will,  if  praotioaUe 
sppropriate  a  part  of  the  house  of  Employment  accordingly-— And 
that  you  will  please  to  give  them  an  immediato  answer  as  the  Case 
is  urgent  and  as  it  is  highly  important  to  the  Citiiens  to  prerent  the 
^danger  of  infectious  diseRses  being  spread  thro  |he  qity. 

Peb'y  7, 1781. 
pirecUdj 

^    Managers  o(  <4l9  9o!|$fi  of  Employment. 

81* 
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£»ICL  BbSD  to  MlRAOSBS  OV  THS  HOUSB  OF  EhPIOTHBIT, 

1781. 

Qenilemen: 

The  Board  of  War  haare  re^mented  to  the  OoQneil  some  Difficol- 
ties  arising  iH  the  Appropriatioii  of  a  Part  of  the  Honse  of  Enploj- 
ment  to  the  use  of  the  side  Prisoners.  The  Kent  required  has  beei 
mentioned  to  Congress  &  is  deemed  mneh  too  great  As  the  poblick 
Necessities  admit  ef  no  delay  &  Qfficial  Appbcation  has  been  made 
to  usy  wewonld  Teoommend  that  yoti  shonld  nominate  one  man  to 
meet  a  Person  appointed  bj  the  Board  of  War  to  affix  a  renft^  4  if 
they  cannot  ^ptee  to  ehnae  a  third  A  we  ha^^  be  Doubt  yon  vill 
aoquiesee  in  a  Proposition  which  appears,  so  reasonable — ^Tbe  Beat 
to  be  fixed  monthly.  For  the  Sake  of  saving  Time  we  reonest  yoi 
will  eommnnicato  yonr  DetormiuatlDn  to  the  Board  of  War  &  ia 
the  present  Emergenoy  wonld  also  wish  for  the  Sake  of  Hmnanxty 
to  the'Priddndrs  as  well  as  Safety  to  the  City  that  yon  would  &cili- 
tata  the  Basineaa  aa  much  as  possible. 
^     I  am  Gen., 

Your  Obed.  HbUe.  fiarv*, 

JOS.  BESD. 
Jbdofsedf 

¥eU  M,  1781. 


'  General  Knox  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Head  Quarters.  New  Windhor, 
1»F*»,1781. 
Sir, 

This  will  be  delivered  to  yonr  Excellency  by  Thomas  laglisb, 
pae  df  j&  eompany  of  artillery  artifieers  liaised  in  Pennsylvania,  aad 
which  has  been  attached  to  thci  Park  of  Artillery  from  the  begining 
of  1777,  to  the  present  time.  They  were  oriffinally  inlisted  to  serve 
three  yearz  or  during  the  war.  The  original  inlistmenta  aie  in  mf 
^oafenssioQ.  ^  At  the  ^xpiitttioti  of  three  yeaibihb  same  eoosAraotion 
was  put  upon  tibeir  engagementa  as  upon  those  of  the  line  m  Uie 
stow  predioament..  Bat  the  affinirs  of  the  line  having  altefed  the 
Mostraetioay  the.>arlifioer8  presume  thejt  havio  the  same  ri|^  to  he 
Recharged  as  the  scMieiis.!  iSa  Ezeelleaey  the  Oofamander  ia.Ohief 
ihinks  it  proper  to  refer  them  to  yonr  Bxoellenegr  for  decisionJ 
.It  is  bat  hare  jastiee  to  say  that  this  small  corps  of  men,  eonaia- 
tmg  now  of  only  about  twenty,'  have  done  essential  service  to  t^eir 
country— 4iTe  perfect  masters  of  their  business— industrious,  and  well 
behaved,  not  one  of  their  present  number  having  ever  been  punished 
or  even  confined.    From  .having  always  been  in  tfai- field  tbey  have, 


in  common  with  the  other  troops,  labored  nnder  the  same  hardships 
of  a  want  ol  pay,  etohing  and  proTisiMis,  and  'now^  they  say,  they 
only  claim  the  same  justice  as  to  their  discharges. 

As  they  have  always  been  returned  as  belonging  to  the  state  of 
PentwylVaaiki  it  is  supposed  that  the  state  is  to  make  good  the  depre- 
ciation of  their  pay.  This  is  a  matter  I  hope  your  Excellency  wiR^ 
fnt  on  its  proper  rooting,  as  the  poor  fellows  deserve  highly  ef  their 
eoantry.  If  the  State  of  Pennsylvamia  shonld  not  make  good  their 
pay,  the  matter  I  presume  rests  with  the  Board  of  War,  on  behalf 
of  the  oontinent. 
I  request  the  favor  of  an  answer  by  the  return  of  the  bearer* 
I  am  Sir, 

with  raq>e^  your  flxoellency's 

most  obed*  serv*, 

J.  KNOX 
Diretiecff 

On  publick  Servico. 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Eeed|  Esq',  President  of  the  Btate 
of  Pennsylvania  Philadelphia.. 

BoAED  €7  Wae  to'  Pkes.  Bbsd,  1781. 

War  Office,  Feb^  14th,  178L-   - 
Sir, 

We  Imd  the  Honour  seme  time  ago  to  apply  to  Qonneil  for  th^ 
Liberty  of  using  that  Part  of  the  western  Wing  of  the  State  Boost 
formerly  occupied  as  a  lAbiary,  for  the  War  Office*  We  were  told 
them  that  it  was  pre-engaged,  &  haye  been  <a»deaTOiuring  to  get  % 
suitable  Place  for  the  Office  bat  h&ve  not  saoceeded.  The  Proprie- 
tor of  the  :  House  we  are  now  in,  is  so  importunate  for  it  that  we 
mupt  deliver  it  up  .immediately,  as  we  do  not  chuse  to  hold  his  Pro- 
perty against  his  Will,  k  be  si](bjeoted  to  disagreCaUe  Consequen- 
ces. We  are  informed  that  the  Wing  of  the  State  House*  is  approt 
'  priated  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Secretary  Matlack.  We  shall  be  extremely 
obliged  to  the  Hon^ble  Council  as  well  as  to  those  Gentlemen  for  the 
Permission  to  remove  our  Papers  into  the  apartment  above  mentioned 
&  we  will  deliver  it  up  when  wanted  or  pay  for  an  office  ttar  the  Sec- 
retary in  some  other  Place  as  shall  be  agreed  on.  We  shall  be  much 
obliged  by  a  speedy  Answer. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be  I 

wtth  gre&t  Bespeot  &  Bstetm 

yoor  very  obed^  Servants, 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

ByOi^er.    . 
Directed^  f- 

Qu  Public  Service,  ' 

To  His  Excellency  President  Bced,  in  Council. 
(War  Office.) 

»  See  Col.  Rco.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  627. 
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Pees.  Bbsd  to  Boaed  of  Wae,  1781. 

la  C«Diiioil, 

Philad^  FebrK,  178L 
Gentlemen, 

We  apprehend  the  state  of  the  City  wUl  nov  admit  of  theEetm 
of  the  arms  sent  down  to  Mud  Island,  and  as  we  are  about  diseiiai]g* 
iD^  oar  Gaily  Officers  hare  thought  it  proper  to  aoquaint  you  wi& 
this  circumstance.  Captain  Boys  will  assist  Mr.  Hoddesd«i  m  the 
Business. 

I  am  Oentlemen 

respectfully  your  obedient 

humble  serrant,   

J.  REED, 
Presideat* 
Directed^ 
To  Hon'ble  Board  of  War. 


.   Pees.  Bebb  to  Oap.  Boys^  1781. 

# 
Bir^ 

As  circumstances  will  admit  the  Betum  of  the  Arms  sent  down 
to  Mud  Island  should  Mr  Hoddeson  apply  to  you  on  that  biuanen 

Eu  will  please  to  give  the  necessary  assistance.    If  either  of  the 
eutenants  are  necessary  to  assist^  you  will  retain  him  and  Counefl 
will  satisfy  him  for  his  trouble. 

I  am  sir  your  obedient 

and  very  humble  serrant, 

J.  B.  President 
OouncQ  Chamber;  Feb^^  14, 1781. 
Dirededy 
To  Captain  Boys. 


Bbbolvtiok  of  Geneeal  Assemslt,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  assembly,  Thursday,  Feb.  l5Ui, 
1781. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Patten,  Mr.  J.  Burd,  Mr. 
Morgan,  and  Mr.  Lourey,  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  IVesi- 
dent  and  Council  on  the  present  State  of  the  Frontiers,  and  prepare 
and  report  to  the  House  a  proper  plan  for  defending  the  same. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

.   SAMUEL  STERETT,  Clerkf 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XII.,  p..  627. 
t  Bee  Col.  Keo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  681. 
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BssoLunoN  07  Gmrt&Ai.  Assbmblt,  VISU 

StiCte  of  Pennsjlyania  lo  Oeneral  Assembly 
Tfauredaj,  15th  Feb.  1781. 
Besolved,  That  Mr.  B.  Morria,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Mr.  0.  Mifflin, 
Mr.  J.  Harris,  and  Mr.  Montgomeij,  be  a  Committee  to  confer  witl^ 
the  President  and  Counoil,  and  the  Oeneral  officers  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Line,  now  in  Town,  on  the  snbject  of  recruiting  the  said 
Line,  to  request  the  Supreme  ExecutiTe  Council  to  furnish  the^ 
House  with  an  ^timate  of  the  expenses  of  the  current  year,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  House,  together  with  some  mode  of  satisfying 
the  expectations  of  the  officers  and  Soldiers,  still  remaining  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Line  aforesaid. 

Also  to  make  enquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  late  discontents  that 
prevailed  therein,  and  to  obtain  from  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
all  necessary  papers  on  this  Subject. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAML.*  STERETT,  Clerk.* 


Pbbs.  Bkbd  70  Sam.  Bba,  1781* 

Sir, 

Tour  Letter  of  the  1st  Inst,  hss  been  received,  &  considered  together 
with  the  Papers  respecting  that  Business.  The  Council  have  no  Doubt 
of  your  good  Intentions  in  the  whole  matter,  but  it  is  our  opinion^ 
that  the  real  Error  committed  was  departing  from  the  Law  in  no^ 
drawing  Lots  at  first  for  the  Rank  of  the  officer  of  the  Bat* 
talion ;  The  Consent  of  the  officers  should  not  in  this  Case  have  over 
ruled  the  Law,  &  if  any  Officers  refused  to  draw  there  is  no  authoritv 
in  the  Lieutenants  to  draw  for  the  Person  so  refusing  but  it  was  such 
a  Breach  of  the  act  &  midbehaviour  as  would  have  been  cognizable  by 
a  Court  Martial  who  would  have  cashiered  them  &  directed  their  Com- 
panies to  make  a  new  Choice  as  the  same  Party  could  not  a^ain  be 
elected.  In  the  present  Circumstance  of  the  Case  it  is  our  Direction 
that  the  Officers  meet  &  draw  Lots  agreeable  to  the  Act  &  if  any 
refuse  so  to  do,  the  Method  before  mentioned  be  pursued  tho'  we  hopo 
that  the  Gentlemen  will  not  think  themselves  injured  by  fol&wing 
the  Laws  of  the  Country.  In  this  View  of  the  Matter  no  farther  steps 
will  be  neceasazy  on  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court  Martial  of  the  10 
Janr.  last. 

I  am  Sir^ 

Tour  obed.  Hbbl.  Ser. 

J.  R. 
Indonedf  i 

Esby.  15tb,  1781. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  ^S2,  686.  •  ^ 
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pRsa  BssB  TO  'Wv*  BftAi^roitiv  Jr.,  'i^^L 

Sir,  • 

Ton  are  derired  by  tbe  Council  to  take  the  AAdaYil  of  Abnliaiii 
Kenn  jy  re»peetiDg  the  Language  of  Col.  Ptoctor  toncluDg  the  Ccmikr 
eil  &  the  Property  of  Hog  Isknd. 
I  am  Sir, 

yonr  Obed.  HbUe.  Sanr., 

JOS.  REED. 
fndorseJf 
Feb.  17, 1781. 


Wm.  ExjSfKz  TO  Pbsb.  Saw*  178L 

Lanoaater,  Vbbroa^  17, 178L 

Sir, 

By  an  Act  of^  Assembly  of  Mito  12th  of  Ifsroh,  1778,  the  Comty 
Treaanrers  are  directed  to  pay  for  Senrants  inliated  into  any  of  the 

gnnsylvania  Redmeats,  under  which  Act^  I  haye  -paid  £415  lOa 
ate  Money  by  Orders  of  the  Justices,  &c.  I  have  refoaed  to  pay 
any  further  Orders  of  the  Justices  on  Account  of  Servants^  aa  it  viu 
take  more  State  Money  than  we  will  receive  in  the  Taxes — ^I  hava 
paid  by  Orders  of  the  Treasurer  and  to  Mr.  Atlee  £821,481— with 
£200  State^  Money  lent  Hr.  Wirtz,  and  have  in  hand  250,000 
polkrs  ContiDCotal  afid  Pennsylvania  Money  and  Certificates  to  the 
Amount  of  £186,925— which  I  will  send  to  Philadelphia  the  first 
good  Oppqriunity. 

The  Officers  have  begun  to  inlist  here,  I  believe  they  will  be  aoe- 
oessful.  Each  Class  in  this  Town  has  enlisted  a  Man,  except  Two, 
which  shews  we  are  not  all  Tories.  The  Mode  adopted  by  Council 
.of  paying  the  Becruits  their  Bounty  at  three  diflbrent  payonentsy 
however  prudent  it  may  be,  I  am  afraid  will  not  answer  as  weil  aa 
to  pay  the  whole  at  once,  The  Men  are  afrud  they  will  be  kept  out 
of  their  Money  by  the  Officers. 
I  am  Sir 

your  most  obedient  and 

humble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HENRY. 
Directed f 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Heed,  Esquire,  presidentrof  thd  Stafe  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia.  •       • 


FERK^TLYAMIA  Alt^HXVSS  lim  tftl 


Arch'd  McOlban  to  Pres.  Rb»,  1781. 

.  York,  Febrwtry  17A,  1781.    : 

May  it  please  jonr  'EzeeUencj, 

■  After  nncerely  oongimtnlaliiig  Your  Ezoeilency  Oo  Aeeoant  ef 
Oar  late  Brilliant  and  important  Sucoenea  in  the  Soatfaern  iepartu 
laent,  I  have  to  aeknowkidge  the  Beoeipt  of  yonr  BzeeUensj^ 
Letter  and  Qvden  of  Aa  27th  Ultimo^  with  the  Fkpen  thertwith 
aoeompaided.  ^ 

.  Had  tiiej  oome  to  Hattd  aooner)  wo  abonld  have  been  in  aomewhai 
auMCia  of  fortardneM  at  this  Phoe,  hot  the  Winds  being  high,  and 
the  River  ;difiealt  for  eondry  days,  the  Qentkmen  mre  thereby 
delayed,  so  that  I  did  not  reoeive  yoor  EzceHese/s  Ordera  until  the 
Sifteenth  Instant 

in  the  mead  Time  we  were  not  altogether  idle.  For  npoa  the 
AniTal  of  the  Newa  ftma  the  Sonthwud,  and  whioh  we  seesived 
direetly  from  Baltimore  at  an  early  Period,  and  seeing  with  Begre% 
»  great  Niimber  of  the  discharged  Soldiera-  of  the  Pennsylnmia 
jiine,  in,  and  passiag  thtongh  the  Town,  A  Nsmber  of  ns  met  and 
Vttheo^hed  liberally  for  a  ^  fen  de  jtKf'  and  alio  for  a  pnidetit  Treab 
to  the  returning  Soldiers  and  a  small  Fund  to  be  paid  unto  aad  dm 
trifaated  amon^  tSiose  whom  we  oonld  engage  £tfther  mto  the 
flervioe,  wbloh  had  such  fififeet  That  before  the  Offioers  azriTed  Wilfa 
yonr  B^DoeHene/s  Lettite,  fte.,  we  had  npwaid  of  twenty  re^inlisted 
an  the  Town,  and  whieh  is  opnsideraibly  more  than  are  wanted  for 
the  Chases  nador  the  late  Lew. 

.  i^om  the  present  appearaaeee  I  hope  we  shall  ahnoat  to.a  Ifaa 
tegam  the  old  Seictos,  and  from  whidi  I  preaurae  it  leodftil  that  a 
fiiither  Supply  of  Inlistmente  &o.  be  sent  vnto  me  by  the  Beaoen 
and  your  Bzoelleney  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  Endeavour  to 
fadlitate  the  Exeoution,  and  conduct  the  Trust  committed  to  me 
with  ehearfiolnessy  oarefolness  and  Beotitude. 
*  I  have  drawn  the  Sum  mentioned  in  your  Excellency's  Orders 
Crom  the  Tieasnry,  which  will  very 'well  forward  us,  and  if  wtovi 
ehall  be  wanted  I  shall  immediately  make  your  Exoelleney  act 
qnaiated  Ibcsewith. 

'  In  the  moan  Time  I  presume  some  Order  should  be  taken  f<Mr  the 
anppljing  the  Troops  with  foal  fer  their  eamfbctable  warmth  and 
for  dressing  their  Food,  As  the  Quarter  Maaier  aaith  he  hath  SM 
Ofrdem  faor  Money  idr  that  Purposoi    .  .   ^ 

(  We  have  oot  the-  Ofllcers  comfortably  and  agreeably  disposed  ^ 
■omo  ib  pubUckaad  some  in  private  houses,  and  iu  their  Caaty  afe 
mU  as  te  ScHdiery  I  would  pnaaame,  <<  Shat  to  phMsrve  a  Balaifci 
¥  ainiftngB%Afae<  lahdMtanta  of  the  Staftfi  ^Msdifcly  eontf deasd  JtnA  ta 
^.pmveut^uaeasiaesie^^  a  BtesooaUe  altowauseah^nld  h^ aaHk^bf 
the  Legislature  to  the  Persons  upon  whom  they  are  Billeted^  as  well 
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on  aoooirat  of  fiiel  if  proTided  by  tbem^  ta  for  Hoose  Boom,  Uie  of 
Farnitarey,lDOianbi(aiice^  Trovib)e,  Ao. 

This  I  only  Suggest  to  yoor  Exeellenoy,  k  rest  the  Matter  for 
your  Oonaideiatioiu 

What  Sacoess  the  Classes  through  the  ^kmnty  have  met  with 
tinder  the  Law  for  the  finding  RecraiCs  I  am  not  yet  informed; — But 
as  I  know  that  the  Glasses  are  formed  and  made  out  by  dw  C!(mbb»- 
rionerSy  I  faaYe  good  Beasoa  to  beliere  That  the  Inhabitants  in 
raierai  will  be  active  and  Zealons,  Yet  am  somewhat  dodbtfnl  that 
Uneasinesses  will  arise  from  this  ooeasion,  That  the  Oiaases  in 
tjleneral  nnder  the  Law  extend  their  Bonnty  to  the  Soiki  of  Fifteoi 
Pounds,  being  the  Amount' of  the  fine  of  the  ddinqvent  Claas, 
whereas  the  Sonnty  of  the  Regimental  Recmit  is  only  Nine  Pounds. 
But  when  it  is  ooiuideied  that  the  Re<-inliated  Sddier  in  the  R^ 
mental  Line  is  by  yow  Excdiknoy's  Regulations  ensured  of  £i 
Arrears  and  depreciation  being  made  good  to  him,  and  whieh  those 
itt  the  Classes  doth  not  seem  to  be  se  olearly  entitled  to,  the  former 
trill  in  the  End  be  more  than  compensated  lor  tiie  SixPoonda  differ* 
ittoe  of  Bounty. 

Before  I  eome  to  a  Close  I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  to  your 
ExcelleDey  a  Matter  whieh  is  carrying  on  here  much  to  the  Prgo- 
dioe  and  Interest  of  the  State^  and  whieh  I  conceive  it  to  be  my  ditfy 
to  communieate. 

'  Which  is  That  Qeoi^  Stevenson  hath  lately  laid  Claim  to  upwaid 
ctf  One  Hundred  Acres  of  what  is  Galled  the  Town  Land,  and  whieh 
by  the  Act  investing  the  Estate  of  the  late  Proprietaries  in  the  Gom- 
mon  Wealth  Is  now  beoome  the  property  of  the  State.  Thames 
Armor  hath  latelv  as  the  Agent  of  George  Stevenson  ^Aa  I  am 
credibly  infomied)  laid  out  a  Number  of  Lotts  of  tiie  Luid 
aforesaid;  and  that  he  is  agreeittg  with  and  persuading  penoas  te 
take  them  and  become  tenants  to  Stevenson.  Those  Lots  are  not 
^et  all  indosed;  though  I  believe  some  are,  but  as  ^  Spring  Seaeon 
u  approaching,  I  doubt  not  but  they  will  be  all  inclosed  and  thereby 
Possession  will  be  Mined  affainst  the  State.  Stevenson  founds  his 
Claim  in  Riftht  of  One  Michael  Danner,  who  is  yet  living  and  near 
if  not  entirely  of  the  Age  of  Ninety  Years,  but  of  eoond  Mind  and 
Strong  Memory,  and  to  my  Knowledge  it  is  not  yet  Sight  Yean  siaee 
Banner  conveyed  his  Right  to  Stevenson ; — ^The  Town  Lud  was 
Bnrmed  to  the  late  Proprietaries  upwards  of  Thirty  years  age  j — 
And  Danner  disclaims  and  disarei^s  that  he  cvot  intended  that  R^ht 
far  Ac  Town  Land,  but  Stevenson  made  this  Use  of  it 

I  therefore  Suggest  to  your  Bzodlency  whether  it  would  not  ha 
expedient  to  have  the  Testimony  of  Mr.  Danner  taken  and  filed  in 
IPbrpetuam  Rei  Memoriam  Agreeable  to  the  Constitution.  Faither 
i  have  been  interned  und  have  strung  Grounds  to  believe  it  to  he 
true,  That  Thomas  Annor  still  Contteuee  his  Speoalatioii  with  OM 
WatiuntB,  and  from  «Kvem  fatto  Gompkints  made  te  me,  Contiauet 
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to  lay  tbem  on  UDwamnted  Lands  in  the  Posaession  of  the  People 
and  for  which*  thav  oomponnd  with- him. 

In  Respedl  to'tne  Town  Lands  as  aforesaid'  T  farther  refer  yoor 
Ezeelleney  to  the  Bearer,  Mr.  Hay,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
Whole  Affair,  ... 

After  Craving  your  EzcelleDoy's  pardon  for  my  Freedom  and  pro-, 
fixity, 

I  reatyvmay  it  please  year  Excellency, 

yonr  Szoelloicy's  most  obedient 

hnmble  SenranI, 

ABCH'MzCLEAN. 

'  His  Excellency  Joseph  Heed,  Esquire^  President  ef  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
^  Fayour  of  Col.  John  Hay,  Es<{nire. 


Ebsolution  ov  Gsnbbal  Assbmblt,  1781. 

.  State  of  Pennsylyania,  La  General  Assembly, 

Saturday,  17  Feb.,  1781. 

Besolyedy  That  M'  Culberteon  and  M'  Duncan  be  a  Committee 
to  wait  npon  His  Excellency  The  President  &  Council,  and  obtain 
from  thoiti  att  aceount  of  all  confiscated  estates,  sold  and  appropria- 
ted or  no^  as  requested  by  a  Resolution  of  the  11^^  of  Dec.  last. 

That  the  letter  from  His  Excellency  Joseph  Seed,  John  Bayard 
and  David  Rittenhouse,  Esq'*,  receiyed  on  the  9^  of  Noy.  last^  be 
referred  to  the^  aboye  mentioned  Committee. 

Extract  from  the  Hinuteci, 

SAMUEL  8TBRBTT,  Oleik.^  ' 

-  Besolyed,  That  the  Vice  Presid.  &  J>*  Gardner  be  a  Committee  t6 
Tueet  M'  Cnlbertson  &  M'  Duncan  a  Committee  of  the  House  on  the 
Message  of  the  17^  Inst,  respect*  the  Confiscated  EsUtes. 

•  8ee  CoL  Rec,  ^hl  XII.,  p.  683. 
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Pbb8.  Bbbb  to  Joseph  Deak,  1781. 

BIr, 

Then  are  many  Soldiers  applying  to  ns  for  Pay  wlio  aay  tbey 
remained  in  the  Huts  or  were  otherwise  engaged  when  the  othera 
were  paid.  We  think  these  Men  who  did  not  serve  in  the  Mutiny 
ahonld  be  partioalarly  attended  to  so  as  not  to  be  eufferera  by  their 
Adherence  to  thehf  ]Daty.>">-BQt  .at  the  same  Time  we  most  gond 
ag*  Imposition  Goancil  therefore  reqnest  that  yon  will  add  this  one 
farther  Instance  to  the  Proofs  yon  have  ahready  given  of  yonr  Bod^ 
iness  to  serve  the  pnbHok— by  paying  snch  of  &em  as  ahall  apply 
with  Certificates  from  their  Coloneb  of  having  belonged  to  the  Reg« 
iment  &  who  yon  shall  find  have  not  already  been  paid  at  Treatoa 
or  elsewhere.  If  you  have  no  Money  an  Order  shall  be  drawn  for 
the  Purpose. 

g  I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 
J.  R. 
Indorsed, 

February  7'^  1781.  To  Joseph  Dean^  Esquire  Auditor  of 
Accounts. 


BBSOLtTHONS  OF  Gbkbbal  Assrhblt,  1781. 


State  of  Pennsi 


iBylvaniS; 
In  General  Assembly, 

Monday,  Feb.  19, 1781. 
A  Resolution  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  was  read; 
purporting  that  Doetor  Gardner,  Qen^  Potter  ^nd  M'  YanCampea 
were  appointed  a  Committee"^  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the 
General  Assembly.respecting  a  valuable  Island  in  the  Eiver  Deh- 
ware,  commonly  called  Hog  bland,  seized  by  the  Agents  of  Confis- 
cated estates  as  the  property  of  Joseph  Galloway,  an  atuintei 
Traitor,  and  which  Colonel  Proctor  and  others  are  attempting  to 
take  into  their  possession,  and  requesting  the  House  to  appoint  such 
a  Committee ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  that  M'  Delany,  M'  Gray  and  M'  Galbraith  be  a  Com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

SAMUEL  8TEBETT,  Cleric. 
•  See  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  XIL,  p.  681. 
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Pass.  Raw  t^  AaBNTS  ob  Ca^fisoATW  IBAiAimy  1781* 

Oentlemen, 

About  t  Baonth  ago  at  the  loataiice  of  the  Aasembly  wo  eaUod 
upon  joa  for  a  Return  of  tho  confiscated  Bstatca  in  yonr  Connty 
unsold.  The  Assembly  have  since  repeated  their  Request  with  an 
Addition  calling  for  a  general  Account  of  all  Sales  which  have 
been  made  so  far  as  the  same  respects  the  Names  of  the  Purchasers 
&  Prices  sold.  We  therefore  request  you  would  immediately  pre- 
pare this  gimexat  Aceo^tit  &  retd^  it  to  us  with  all  Expedition. 

We  must  also  direct  yon  to  pa^  some  Attention  to  Hog  Island. 
A  number  of  persons  in  &  about  tiiiveity  have  set  up  some  pretensions 
&  endeaYoured  to  take  forcible  Possession  for  which  they  were 
bound  oveOr  by  this  Board  to  the  Court.  The  Atty.  Genl.  has  been 
directed  to  attend  to  the  Matter,  but  it  will  be  necessary  for  yon 
also  to  make  it  an  Object  of  your  Ci^re,  &  for  that  Purpose  lay  the 
Matter  in  Behalf  of  the  State  before  the  Justices  &  Grand  Jury, 
It  is  pretended  that  the  Court  can  have  no  Cognizance  of  it  for 
want  of  Jurisdiction,  but  this  will  not  prevent  an  Inquiry  as  parties 
will  hare  it  in  their  Power  to  bring  that  Question  before  the  Court 
tor  a  legal  Discussion  by  pleading  to  the  Jurisdiction.  It  is  net 
ibe  Intention  of  this  Board  by  any  Act  of  theirs  to  deprive  any 
datmanl  of  a  legal  Right  but  to  compel  him  to  a  legal  Inquiry,  ft 
we  apprehend  it  would  be  a  dangerous  Precedent  to  the  Interests  A 
Peace  of  the  State  to  permit  any  one  or  more  Pretences  to  take 
violent  Possession  of  any  Property  possessed  by  the  State.  It  irt 
pfesumod  the  State  has  Mr.  Galloway's  Title,  which  includes  as  well 
the  Right  to  the  Land  as  the  Possession,  &  therefore  it  will  be  your 
Duty  to  attend  to  both.  As  the  Property  is  valuable  &  the  Bur* 
ihens  of  the  Stats  very  oonsiderable  we  should  be  wanting  in  Duty 
if  we  did  not  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  its  Interests  &  preserve  them 
as  ftr  as  Justice  &  Equity  will  warrant. 

I  am  Sir  Tour  Obd. 

J.  B. 

To  the  Agents  for  Confiscated  Estates,  Chester  (J^^i^H  y^^^\ 

1781,  February  19th.     To  Thomas  Levis  ai/ Johfi^  SS^^UojU 
Agents  for  confiscated  estates,  Chester  County,   v    «.  ^  ^^' 


^*^*«4«» 


fsff        ifKstfffgvfAXtta  joxxwsa  im. 


State  of  PennsylYaniai  In  General  ^Bsemblji . 
I  r'    '    ^.  Tae^y,20»eb.  1781. 

Tbe  Committae  appointeil  on  ilie  17th  to  obtain  from  Connail  an 
tocoimt  of  all  confiscated  estates,  sold  and  appropriated  or  not, 
reported  sandi;  papers  trhich  were  read  and  on  motion  recommitted* 

Extract  irom  the  Umi^i 

»AM0KL  STfiUIT,  ekrk. 

"Bssa.  BxBD  xo  Gesl.  Z>ickebso9|  1781. 

X  am  juat  informed  that  yon  bava  oaHed  npon  Col.  Bajaid  r^^eefe^ 
Ing  a  Tranaaotion  at  Trenton  amonnting  to  this,  that  joa  wrote  ^ 
{i^ter  to  Col.  Chaa.  Stewart  (then  present)  wgnifying  In  Sabatanee 
^at  jon  would  not  oppoaa  the  Mutineera  of  Pennajlvapia  witk  llid 
JesBOj  Militia  while  the^  befia^  well  to  the  Inhabitanta.  I  baff 
treqnentljrjnentioned  thu  Ciroameta^ce  among  others  t^  sbo^  tbe 
Improbability  of  engaging  the  Militia  of  that  State  to  aspial  in  m^ 
pressing  ia  any  other  Caae  than  plondering  the  Inhabitant  ox  tpm- 
vag  to  the  Enemy  that  Mutiny  by  Foroe»  It  appears  qnila  ume- 
9essary  to  trouble  Col.  Bayard  on  the  aobjiect  as  I  am  laady  to  avow 
the  Conyeraatian  &  giye  yof  any  aatiafietiion  which  yo«  umj  think 
necessary  on  the  Occasion. 

I  think  it  only  proper  to  wld  that  OenL  Potter  zepocted  the 
Transaction  to  me  at  the  Tim%  &  hfs  thia  Momiog  again  aefwated 
ijL  with  the  addition  that  he  requested  you  to  add  some  SentimeBtn 
of  Disapprobation  of  the  Mutiny,  &  that  the  EU^e^tionof  reasonable 
Proposals  might  be  added  to  the  other  Beasons  for  turning  out  the 
Militia  tf  New  Jersey. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble 


IndoTudj 
1781;  February  20th.    To  General  Dickerson  of  New  Sflmif^ 


piiiN8T]>yA2(u  j^myw  im        tst 


BflSdiamoHa  op  (ToKaaBSd,  ITSl* 
:  *  ^^  Iaa«mimiyTeVj80di,  1781. 

l%al  thd  fhmtlieni  Amf  1>e  oompaieA  of  *H  4be  ngaltif  Ttofffk 
ftoK  PemHylTMui  lb  Georgia  itKAti0i««  «iMpl  Hoytaft'i  BtA^M 
and'tiiOM  <m  Oottrauuid  on  the  Wege#fii  ftoiitien;  «id  thht  the  Gflw- 
Mittder  hi  Chief  tie  a^  hereby  is  direnrted  to'  etd^r  the  Troopn  of 
ihe  PetiMylfMi*  line)  eitoepi  ae  above,  to  Join  Ifae-  tf my  in  Vfi»> 
ff^k  by  Detflldittetiti  eeihey  iney  be  ki  Aeediiieali  te  aiifeh. 
^  That  the  Dbp«;^Qr.  Mister  in  Pent VtvMta  be  md  he  is  benely 
direeted  to  pufc  the  WatfMis  bebagiii;'  te  the  PenaejflfA.  Lfae  i* 
onlar  fisr  Serne^  iHfoie&tdy. 

:  That  the  ievwral  States  soathwmrd  of  PeimsyWaiiia  be  add  they  are 
herel^F  reqfaired  to  fdmieb  their  respeethe  Qooiae  of  Supplies  to  4he 
Southem  Afmy  tiiaely  &  rsgtilerly. 

That  the  Sutesaleree^  &  the  State  ef  Peamyttanla  b«riuid  they  tm 
liereby  required  to  oott  pleat  their  KspeotiTe  Qctotae  ef  tfoope  aad  for»> 
ward  them  to  Join  the  Southern  Ariby  without  Loss  ef  time. 

Extract  from  the  MinateS;  '  ' 

.  GEO,  BOND,  Pep^y  aee'j.   .. 


'  Pus*  BllB]>  TO  OOMMrBtBB  «F:  AnsMujoiT,  1781» 

Oentlemen :  .       ^ 

Herewith  we  send  yoa  the  Papers*  respecting  the  Biitli^r  of  ihe 
Pennsylyania  Line.  We  are  very  sensible  it  was  one  of  those  deli- 
cate &  critical  Sitnations  in  which  no  Course  could  be  taken  which 
would  not  tie  ^bjeot  to  the  J^feotieiia  of  these  whe  icmoii  4[-om  their 
Wishes  or  PrejadioeSy  rather  than  the  real  State  of  the  Facts.  The 
Soppreeftimi^f  Ah»  Untidy  by  Fore^i  wiBiiolpi«etStoble  had  it  been 
ezpf^iopt  or  deeont  to  opjme  Force  to  alledged  Orie?ances  unknown 
&  onhearS ;  ,&  especially  when  that  Opposition  must  b<^^o  endecLin 
shedding  the  BloOd  of  otfr  fellow  Subjects.  .  We  stale  as  Facts,  that 
the  JerseV  Militia  were  ayerse  to  opposing  the  Mutineers^  except  in 
Case  of  plundering  the  Countryi  or  going  to  the  Sneni  V — that  uiere' 
^im  editf  FMr  to  h^  had,  «iiD#t«roiA  PeBA8yl«<i^4lHit'ihe 
MiUtia  of  th&Oi^  Wnre  iisineiiiied  <x>  the  Ssrride^  tUo'  they  wmU. 
perhaps  have^Bbeye#a8'0«iecl:  ftived  of  these  the  Artilk  declined 
till  they  bftd  oen^med  with  the  Mutineers.  Cknl.  Wayne  &  the 
Officera  at  Princetown,  were  at  that  Time  of  O^nion  against  any 
Attempt  by  Force  undcr'^h^  (ArcoidstknW  As  to  the  Proposals, 
erery  one  can  form  an  Opinion,  tho'  none  can  form  a  just  onC;  who 

*  No  papers  found  herewith. 
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did  not  know  &  feel  the  critioal  Siluation  in  which  we  were  plaoed— 
Thej  were  shown  to  the  OlSoen  present;  who  nmde  no  Objeedon, 
hat  suggested  some  small  Alterations,  whieh  were^ade.  Gfen. 
Wayne  did  inteo'd  the^Mwmt^of  his  Propositions  dated  the  S' Jan^: 
bat  we  did  not  think  it  pradent  or  politick  to  offer  PKypoaals  whloi 
had  hee«  njeeled,  k  WbiA  lP«cefiNHned\iitiiali  inleirtiolnl  ObMnty 
as  to  the  Tonis  of  Ii^iilpien^  Our  Idea  b^&  that  plarnnesa* 
Sknplioltj  was  the  best  Lme  with  Hen  of  their  Cast,  ft  perhapa  with 
idl  others.  .  In  the  Jadgment  to  he  formed  of  this  Basineas,  it  is  to 
he  wished  that  ii  niight.he  tahen.infeQ  CoQtemplatkm  ^haft  wowU 
have  been  the  OoiiaeqiH»noea4f  «ti  wasaeeeesfel  Attempt  to  mse  Feae^ 
^  a  Desertion  to  the  finetij;  -and  even  whut  Efieola  the  spiUiBg  of 
Blood  between  the  Militie  ^  the  Cootaneatals  wotold  haie  had  ift 
their  future  Senrice  together^  as  well  as  In  JBovopc^  thn'  Sneteaa  had 
•Itesriedit  The  belt  Jqdf^xvmt  <d  Sboh  Transaetions  is  ^nenllj 
hed  at  thft  Tis»0  befsve  the  Opiniens  of  Meaare  inflneuoed  hj  per* 
eonal  Motives;  or.  Prejadioes  of  a  iBtneral  .or  Speeiai  Natnn;  this 
Jodgme^ti  we  a|^)iebetKd;  wes  fidly  with  na,  inelndiog  thet  of  the 
Committee  of  Congress;  who  were  eonstantly  informed  of  ererj  Pioi^ 
ceeding ;  as  we  doubt  not  that  your  Gomfflittee,  as  well  as  every 
candid  Man,  will  be  on  a  perfect  Acqaaintanoe  with  the  Subject 

The  Papers  go  no  farther  than  the  AppoinimeDt  of  the  Oommis- 
uobers-»-The  Confidence  r^>08ed  in  their  Judgment  k  Prndenoe,  made 
it  unnecessary  for  the  Committee  of  Congress,  or  of  Council;  farther 
to  interfere.  But  Gen.  Potter  will  give  any  Satisfaction  on  this 
Subject,  that.Yiwy  be  reqoeMedr-r-The  Committee  wiQ  oUige  ns  by 
perusing  the  Papers  &  returning  them  as  soon  as  convenient. 
Indanedf 

Feb.  42, 1781. 


"•'  RSSOfitmON  OF  GlSHKRAL  ASSXMBLY,  1781. 

Sfkte  of  PesaeylTania;  In.Oenend  Assemhijr. 
/  .\    .         Friday,  23*  Feb,,  1781. 

\'  The  Beport  of  the  Committee  appointed  tb  confer  with  Coaneff  oo 
Ae  defence  of  the  Frontiers;  was  read  the  second  time;  and  aftec 
Aome  debate^  it  was  . 

'  Beasfared;  iHiat  Ae^efanee  vt  die  Frentien  afeieeaid  be  wMkj 
aUbasHladto  fiU EMafinney  Xhe  A^ieaUenl tn^Oenneik 
i  *    JBslrWDtfireSB  thee MtnmtaS; 

;^  'SAMUEL  STERBTT,  Clerk* 

.       *  Se«Cel.Bea^Vfli.,aai.ip,aaB.      . 


»  .  J  . .  .  . 


tmoKBYhYAmjL  Awovrna  itau        nt 

Board  of  Wab  to  Pkbi.  Bud^  1781. 

W»OfiM,]M>'7  28,1781. 

Sir,  '    : 

Tbe  B^fti4  kvff  been  kenonred  with  your  L^ter  of  thit  Dtj  on 
the  Subject  of  tbe  Seven  Months'  Layies.  These  Soldiers  have  been 
daily  importuning  ns  for  their  Psj;  which  we  had  neither  Funds 
nor  Orders  to  eoabfe'os  to  give  theai.  Woy  firom  Saqperience;  know 
that  thej  sre  extremely  clamorous,  i  wish  that  it  were  in  our  Power 
to  satisfy  them,  as  it  is  a  Debt  certainly  due  them  from  the  United 
States.  We  kav^  been  informed  that  the  Eastein^tes  have  settled 
with  their  Men  nndei;  like  OircumataooeSy  t  charged  the  United 
States  with,  the  Amount  To  nitifT  this  Proceeding  &  to  enable 
other  States^  if  they  were  so  inelinec^  to  do  the  likci  we  reported  la 
Congress  a  Keoonmendatioii  to  the  States  who  bad  sent  into  the 
Field  Hen  under  this  Descriptioui  to  settle  with  them  at  the  Szpenoe 
it  the  United  States.  -  This  Keport  is  x^t  yet  passed  upon  by  Goor 
giesa  It  is  totally  out  of  our  Power  to  afford  them  any  Jlelief ;  & 
we  can  only  lament  the  Situation  of  the  Matter^  especially  ss  it  is  ef 
Pr^udioe  to  the  recruiting  Service ;  yet  these  men  have  less  Reason 
Ip  oQmjpIain  than  the  old  Soldiers,  who  are  equally  destitute  of  Psy^ 
4  hava  iu)t  received  such  recent  Bounties*  The  Board  are  not 
infomiei&  of  any  Prospect  of  paying  these  Levies  of  the  old  Soldiers 
spsfBdily.  We  suppose  their  Pay  to  the  first  Di^  of  August  last 
ought  to  be  given  them  in  the  old  Money ;  &  after  that  Period^  in 
Bills  of  ^he  new  Smisaonsy  as  this  is  agreeable  to  the  Besolve  o^ 
Cosigieas  ibr  the  Pay  of  th^  Army  in  generaL 

-?    .    W^  baTa  the  Honour  to  bOy 

with  great  Baspedt  k  Esteem^ 

.•  •  - '  your  very  obed.  Servts. 

..  ^^  BICHAED  PBTKES, 

By  ^et  of  ibo  Bovd.  : 
r  fife  BMelkoey  Fresidsttt  Xoed. 


ftMfhvnoM  OF  OnnB&Ai^  AasntsLT,  1781» 

Blaie  of  ^eansylrania,  In  General  AMSinUy. 
'  Saturday.Feb.  24th,  1781.  ^; 

'  ^liesolveil,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  Wi^  upon  Wi 
Szcellency  the  President ftCoun^Iand  obtain  from  them  an  aocoanlf 
of  all  nfo^^ons  purchased  by  this  State  in  consequence  of  an  set 
intitjea  ^  an  act  for.  procuring  a  supply  of  provisions,  &.  other 
liecessari^s  for  the  use  of  the  irmy  ^  V^uMed  the  2Sd  march  1780, 
•ad  the  not  of  CoByvfts  of  tte  4lk;  Kar.  kit)  «kat  part  tbeieoChas 


T4ff        mmfOBUtMsuL  JxemnnB  imi 


been  delWeied,  aad  wktl  tiai  remiiu  in  the  maguuMi  oT  iUi 
8tete,aiidxbpoiili^4Btte.ltftfi  Bbvm.  /    .       .1 

Ordered,  that  Mr,  Wjnkoop,  &  Mr.  Hontgomeiy  H  a  Committee 
for.Uie  piniai^  Uk^jmOJ  i.   ^ 

Eztraet  from  tlm  minste^ 


Jte.  Baiim  TO  Pft«^-  B«i>,  1781. 

Hating. fa^  lli^'le^  «ux]ua!irtaim  irifh  Mr.  Beed^  I  bope  fte 
sending  of  tlHe'  Letter  .maj  be  no  of&poe|  Fin  at  prffiKSit  imeasj, 
iio^tentaiiditig/  A%i  a  O^ullettiaQ  in'  Lancaster  Ootoitj  tnoira  br  the 
IVame  of  Joseph  Stiller  Bsqr.'  Intends  to  get  RR  Reed  to  break  or 
take  my  Connnission  Vbfefa.f  (ate  tbi  Ronottr  to  bold  (yit.}  (fiai  of 
k  Bfagestrtite/^,  for  no  otbeir  teasdn  -then  a  UeAiodist  preaicbed  at  mj 
HoTlse  one  'Evening/ ahd*  two  otber  thoee  I  went  to  beA"  tben 
meanfnrno  biirm.  Bnt  Sqnire)fdler  aUows  the  Methodists  to  be 
Tortf/a.  Having  beard  that  sncfa  people  as  the  Methodists  preached 
in  the  ottj  of  Philadelphia  wifliont  any  opposition,  and  bdng  well 
informed  bj  (Be?,  dermian^tbat  t^ej  bad  dotiv  sreat  dfeal  of 
tfyiQd  among  manywicked  ]^|ife,  and  Sating  r^oonrse  to  oSr  Bill  of 
Bights  Tolerating  a'ffbetty  of  Clonsoietoe  as  was  dlwaya  heretofore 
ob&ned  hi  -Sd;  Mate  of  pennsjrTtsnii  I  rs&rd  Sqnire  MUJer  to  the 
BiH  ofRijghtSy'thonghbe  sayiiitiras  Bbdjn.  Ftsiiklin  and  two  or 
ihrs^  otber  Delstas  m,t  obtained 'jthit'l^berty.  in  i^te  of  Sd.  MBIsr 
and  some  others  of  the  Contenlioin*  I  iolA  4b6  ^Bqdtt  H  wu  a 
ljber^Ithoiightproeeed«l«Nta«€bii4ftftrtWe)  by  this  ahaUaH 
men  know  th|il*yWaiife  iiy>S;ssilBsa  i|  jfoibte  one  anodier.  Squire 
Miller  baa  b&U;^,  Ui4  -MeU^pdist  pfeachem  tbat  be  can  eatek  to 
Lanoiister  Goal;  whether  br  not  tBem  people  desertea  soeh  tree*- 
ment'Qt)d  only  ItnoWs:  it  ^is  reported  by  the  society  that  Sours 
Mittsr  tflMti  io  ICUM  fioeeadears)  that  the  Methodists  has  beea 
rasraitmg  Men  for  the  British  Ser4lee¥lUk'li4Mr^  i^UiiAot 
Jnstif T  any  People  of  tbat  Stamp,  for  mt  own  part  (beBdes  maay 
others)  thought  them  able  preaehen';  and  seed  not  tlm  least  aun  of 
Sceniitinal  Ifm^tir  tbo  m^wk-Bmi^lsoig  JtsuKajaV^*"^ 
teera  for  the  Kingdom  of  onr  Lord  Jesos  Christy  wia  thor  oetQ«lei 

worfa#f  {•  fptflk  Apostle  Panle  25,  0.  Aets,  16,  ▼.  To  whom  I 
osfrered  it  is  not  ps  manner ,'o(  Ilia  BommS'jo^^kiitif  a^y  Uaikto 
ale;  before  ihak he  wUeb  i* ^psed,  Wa  ihe^ocoser  fiice  to  face. 
Self  praise  |a  no  CoQmendaiionprbat  #a  for  wh^gaam  I*  aiA  now 
what  I  leter  was  sifoa,  Chis  pci»^ni  Cpntes^  (j^mnifn^^  X  bate 
liwe^'a  out  M^  $^  9^^,  .P^  M^!f  .^N*'(Hi  J>^4 .  <¥»  eterj  Call 
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I  eilher  went  or  sent,  I  make  no  donbt  Sir,  but  it  may  bo  told 
yon  that  I'm  Toryf/d,  but  it  is  very  likeJ^  them  or  theirs  that 
utters  saoh  News  if  any  suoh  be  laid  to  my  Charge — liYed  in 
Philadelphia  that  Campaign  and  not  a  man  belonging  to  his  Com- 
pany at  Trinton  the  day  of  the  Canonade  where  I  myself  was 
present  and  in  sd.  Company  a  man  killed  and  the  hand  shot  off  one 
other  Man;  this  is  the  solid  trnth  can  be  proven  by  many  People 
I  am  thy  assured  Friend^ 

R.  SMITH. 
Chester  County^  Oxford  Township,  feby.  24, 1781. 

N.  B.  Sir,  be  plais'd  to  remember  my  love  to  Mr.  Thos.  HoKatn 
Esqr.  and  I  shall  ever  be  obledged. 

R.S. 
I)irectedf 

For  Joseph  Heed  Esq.  President  Philadelphia. 

^  favour  Wm  Bradfourd  Esqr. 


> 


Prks.  Rbki)  to  Col.  Richd.  Butleb,  1781. 

Sir, 

Council  would  gladly  comply  with  any  Request  from  you  not 
inconsistent  with  General  Rules,  but  your  own  Knowledge  & 
Experience  will  suggest  the  Uneasiness  which  partial  Issues  make 
in  armies^ — at  the  Desire  of  the  Officers  two  Years  ago  the  Council 
made  a  Rule  against  Issues  unless  general,  &  we  have  found  that  it 
has  been  generally  acoeptable.  We  cannot  supply  the  other  Regi- 
ments in  the  same  Manner,  &  they  will  think  it  hard  to  see  a 
Preference  where  all  are  equally  deserving.  We  are  takinjg;  measures 
to  procure  a  general  Suppiyi  in  which  a  due  Consideration  will  be 
paid  to  your  Regiment.  We  apprehend  your  Exertions  with  the 
AsMmbly  to  furnish  us  with  the  Mewss  of  proouring  siq^lies  would 
be  of  Service,  &  there  is  no  Ihity  W9  will  perform  more  eheeisfully 
than  that  of  expending  the  money  provided  for  the  aowmodation  of 
the  Troops. 

I  am  Sir, 
with  much  Esteem^ 

Tour  obed.  &  very  Hbbl.  Serv. 
Indorsed,— TTAj.  24, 1781, 


Vol..  YHL— 32 


742  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIYES    1781. 

Adam  Witman  to  Council,  1781. 

Besds  ^th  Feb,  1781. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Covnoil; 

I  am  to  inform  joar  Honors  that  I  have  Daly  received  the  Printed 
Papers  respecting  the  Classing  of  the  Inhahitants  of  Berks  Conntj. 
The  Commissioners  and  Township  assessors  have  Accordingly,  on  the 
22*'  olt.  met,  And  Classed  the  whole  and  notified  Each  Class,  of  whom 
some  Few  have  Inlisted  Recrnits,  Some  are  Paying  their  Fines  in  the 
Treasury,  Others  Collect  what  they  can  Get ;  Bnt  are  at  a  sUnd 
how  to  get  the  whole  as  there  are  Disafected  amongst  others,  some 
Clases  are  Intirely  so,  who  will  not  move  at  all  in  the  affair.  Now 
I  Beg  we  may  be  tnstmeted  how  to  Proceed  ginst  those  Delinqoeols. 
The  Men  to  whom  we  Directed  the  Class  Lists  tel  ns  the  have  not 
authority  to  Inforce  Payment,  wether  it  must  be  by  a  Seperate  war- 
rent  from  the  Commissioners  and  to  whom  the  same  may  be  Deree- 
ted,  and  what  Penalty  if  any  should  refuse  to  Serve. 

Further  if  the  Township  assessors  who  attended,  are  to  be  Paid 
and  how  much  ^  Day.  Also  if  those  to  whom  the  Class  Lists  are 
Derected,  are  to  be  allowed  any  Pay  if  they  Collect  Part  or  the 
whole  Fine,  and  how  much  or  wnether  those  who  shall  be  made  Col- 
lectors Hereafter  to  Inforce  Payment  shall  be  slowed  Commissions. 

Further  Beg  Leave  to'  trouble  your  Honors  a  second  time  respect- 
ing the  Conduct  of  Henry  Haffa  Esq"^,  our  High  Sheriff,  the  sane 
Sum  mentioned  in  ours  of  the  5th  ult.  to  you  is  Still  unsettled  to 
wit,  £2200  Exclusive  of  what  we  mentioned  then  Paid  since  wriUng 
&o.f  if  the  Sum' in  Ours  .to  yon  above  mentioned  Doth  not  appear  to 
be  that  Sum,  its  wrong  and  must  be  a  mistake  of  oar  Clark  who 
Drew  the  Lett*-  its  Perticularly  Thus  a  Ball. 

On  sundry  ExeentaoDs  sinoe  april,  £450 

One  Exe*  Since  July,  Oil  a  refusing  C<dle3tor,  1000 

One  Do.  Do*  .   Do.  Do.  750 


£2200 


The  Com"  in  theirs  above  mentioned  Desired  Derectioiia  to  tbem- 
selves  &  sheriff  vhich  was  In  part  Omitted,  the  Sheriff  got  some 
Lines,  as  I  am  Informed  But  Doth  not  understand  or  regard  whats 
been  Said. 

If  the  Com**  are  not  Suported,  they  Cannot  Proceed  as  ihej  in 
Duty  are  Bound  to  Do  and  by  Irregular  Performance  of  Curmpt 
officers  a  whole  County  is  liable  of  Loosing  its  Credit  &  good  name. 

Another  Evil  is  attending  ns  respecting  onr  State  Connty  Trea- 
surer   ^  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Reading  is  Drunk  almost  Day 
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and  nighty  I  woaM  refer  your  Hobohtb  to  make  seme  Inquiry  of  bii 
Conduct,  with  Thomas  Mifflin,  John  Patton,  Mark  Bird,  Baloer 
6ehr,  Joe.  Hiesteri  Esquires,  or  some  of  them  who  know  him  tolera- 
ble well,  and  are  now  with  yon,  we  eannot  get  him  to  settle  his  aoo** 
nor  i>eliver  to  the  Present  Treasurer  any  Book  or  Paper  notwith- 
standing repeatedly  requested  Both  verbal  and  In  writing.  I  Fur- 
ther Beg  to  be  Informed  if  the  Law*  which  Formerly  Impowered 
Commissioners  to  Fine  treassurers  One  Hundred  Pounds  on  their 
Refusing  to  Deliver  to  their  Successors  in  office  their  Book  and  all 
Papers  whole  Intire  and  undefaced,  is  now  in  force. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  Esteem 

your  obedient  and  Hum**  Serv* 

ADAM  WITMAN. 

N.  B.  Mean  officers  Hurt  the  State  Ezoeedingly,  ought  to  be 
removed  without  Delay  and  Compelled  to  make  good  the  Depreeia- 
tidh 
Directedy 

To  James  Read,  Esquire,  Phil*.    Or  in  his  absence  to  the  Flrasi* 
dent  or  Either  of  the  Members  of  the  Hon'ble  Gounoil. 

*  See  the  Laws  of  Pennyl\  ) 
Ist  Vol.,  Page  106.         J 


Col.  Danl.  Brodhbad  to  Pbes.  Bbbd,  1781. 

Port  Pitt,  Feb'y  25%  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  just  received  instruotions  from  his  Ezeellenoy  tho  Com- 
mander in  chief  directing  me  to  detach  all  the  field  pieces  Howitsers 
A  train  also  a  pait  of  my  small  force  under  Col*  Clark,  who  I  am 
told  is  to  drive  all  before  him,  by  a  supposed  unbounded  influence 
be  has  amongst  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Western  Countiy.  I  sinoerely 
wish  his  Excellencies  expectations  may  be  fully  answered.  But  it 
may  be  necessary  to  inform  yon  in  Coofldence,  that  I  can  affi>rd  very 
little  protection  to  these  Settlements,  the  Maryland  Corps  being 
ordered  to  Richmond  in  Yirg*  my  fome  will  noli  exceed  200  Men 
many  of  which,  were  Soldiers  plenty,  I  would  not  wish  to  retaia. 

It  appears  that  Col*  Clark"*"  is  to  prooeed  with  the  Artillery  to  the 
falls  of  Ohio  frbm  thence  to  Wabash,  from  whence  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected the  pieces  &  ordnance  should  ever  return,  but  they  may  serve 
to  defend  tho  Yirg*  SeUlements  thereabouts. 

It  has  been  reported  that  our  Assembly  have  passed  an  Act  for 
raising  a  number  of  Men  to  protect  our  frontier  Settlements  I  hope 
it  may  be  so,  for  the  Indians  have  .begun  thA  depredations  by  kil- 
ling a  man  on  the  waters  of  Ten  Mile. 

It  would  be  a  Atisf^ctian  td  me  to  be  infonftiei  whether  the  Troops 

*  See  page  587. 
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to  be  raited  by  the  ael  of  adsemblj  are  to  be  under  &e  eottmaiid  of 
the  regular  commaBding  Officer  or  not. 

My  force  being  too  mnoh  redace^l  to  admit  my  undertaking  any 
ofFensiTe  meaflnres  I  shall  probably,  obtain  leare  to  irait  upon  yoor 
Ezoellency  at  Philadelphia  where  for  fiereral  reasons  I  have  for  some 
time  past  wished  to  be,  and  as  mncfa  as  may  be  promote  the  well- 
fare  of  this  new  Country. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  sincerest  attachment 

&  respect  your  Excellenoies 

m6st  obcfd"  A  Hble  Serv«, 

DANIEL  BRODHBAD. 

P.  8.    I  hope  no  tiaoio  will  be  lost  in  detorminiog  the  BovBdiry 

line  for  nntill  then  the  Inhabitants  will  be  in  confusion  and  I  i 
call  them  out  in  case  of  Inyasion. 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Seed;  Esq^ 


Prbs,  of  CoNORsse  -re  Prbs.  Bebd,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  February  26, 178  L 
Bb,   . 

Your  Excellency  will  receiye  enclosed  a  resolution  of  OoBgren  of 
the  2\r^  Instant,*  relntim  t^  the  Becrmting  &  Destination  of  the 
Troops  that  are  ordered  to  eompose  the  southern  Army,  iadodiog 
the  Pennsylvania  Line,  exoept  sueh  as  are  on  Command  en  die 
western  Fvofttier. 

This  resolution  hath  been  incidentally  mislaid  in  the  Secntaiy's 
Offioe  several  Days,  whieh  -hath  occasioned  a  Delay  in  forwarding 
the  aame  to  your  ikoeUency.  It  is  hoped  this  Dday  will  not  psove 
injorious*. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be    • 
with  the  highest  inspect 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient    . 
&  most  humble  Seryant, 

SAM.  HUNTINaTON,  Piemd. 

DirectMdf. 

His  Exeelly  Piesident  Seed. 

ft^  flea  Col.  E«&,  VoL;  J££I.y  p.  673. 
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FaES.  BXSD  TO  DflI«BaATBS  IN  GONQAESS,  1781. 

Gentlemenj 

B^Dg  JQst  informed  that  it  is  in  GoQteiiijplatioa  to  remoye  the 
Gonveation  Prisooers  into  this  State  we  think  it  pur  Dotj  to  obeerve 
that  froid  past  Experience  great  Inoonveniencies  have  ensued  to  the 
State  from  mixing  them  with  our  Inhabitants.  Yon  must  be  sensi- 
ble that  there  is  &  veij  great  Proportion  of  disaffected  People  already 
among  ua  &  we  maj  justly  apprehend  that  their  Number  will  (as  it 
has  allways  done)  greatly  bcrease  by  an  Intercourse  with  the  Pria- 
ouera.  We  therefore  most  earnestly  request  you  to  use.your  utmost 
Exertions  that  they  may  proceed  to  some  other  State  where  this  conta- 
gious Influence  wiU  be  less  dangerous.  If  the  publick  Necessities  will 
not  admit  a  fall  Compliance  with  our  rec^uest  we  hope  the  Germans 
may  be  sent  elsewhere.  It  is  difficult  to  describe  the  bad  Effects 
wl^oh  haye  proceeded  from  silffering  the  Prisoxiers  of  that  IfTation  to 
mix  with  d&eir  GountrymeQ*-^Tery  Species  of  Falsehood  &  Misiep* 
resentation  is  practised  upon  these  industrious  but  uninformed  Peo* 
pie  by  the  German  Officers  &  with  a  Success  which  is  truly  surprizing 
as  they  have  by  such  Acta  detached  nu^iy  well  a&cted  Characters 
&  cool'd  the  zeal  of  some  of  our  best  Counties  in  the  publick 
Cause..  The  Language  gives  them  the  most  favorable  Opportunities 
#0  practise  upon  their  Countrymen  &  they  are  indefatigable  in  making 
use  of  them.  Whatever  therefbre  may  be  the  Determination  of 
Congress  with  Bespeot  to  British  Prisoners.we  hope  a  particular 
AttenlioA  will  be  paid  to  the  Circtunstaices  of  tl^s  State  as  to  the 
Ctcrmans» 

I  Jiave^tlie  Honour  to  be^ 

with  much  Regard^  &o. 
Indorged,—VeV7  26, 1781. 


Pass.  Bbbd  to  Abchibalb  McGlban,  1781. 

Sir, 

Your  Pavopr  of  the  17tb  Inst.'*'  has  been  duly  received  &  com* 
mnniei^ed  to  the  Council.  We  are  obliged  to  you  &  the  Gentlemen, 
of  your  Town  for  your  Exertions  with  Bespeot  to  the  new  Secruits, 
&  hope  we  shall  soon  have  a  respectable  Line  notwithstanding  our 
late  Misfortunes. 

With  Respect  to  supplying  the  Troops  with  Pnel,  &c.^  we  appre- 
hended that  as  these  were  no  Pari  of  the  Supplies  demanded  of  this 
Sute  the  Qr.  Master  Oenl.  would  give  suitable  Directions,  &  early 
wrote  him  to  that  Effect.  Wo  shaU  now  renew  our  Application  & 
hope  it  will  be  attended  to  with  satisfaction  to  the  Inhabitants  as* 
well  as  the  Men. 

♦  See  page  781. 
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We  did  not  expect  that  the  usual  Mode  of  volantary  iDliBtmeiit 
would  be  very  productive  of  HeUi  but  the  Urgency  of  the  Ofieen 
ft  Disposition  of  the  Men  occasioned  our  adopting  it  aa  a  present 
Sxpedient — to  which  we  may  htsUy  add  that  in  th.e  present  Stofe 
of  the  Treasury  we  should  not  be  able  to  pay  even  the  Bomity  of 
nine  Pounds  to  any  considerable  Number,  which  was  the  Beason  of 
dividing  it  into  Payments. 

With  Respect  to  the  Lands  in  ft  about  your  Town  it  is  certainly 
an  Object  of  groat  Consequence  as  well  to  the  State  in  General  as 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town,  ft  we  would  recommend  to  ytm  to  fol- 
low the  Example  of  Carlisle  by  meeting  in  Committee  for  the  Pur- 
pose of  preserving  the  Town  Lands  from  Encroachment  nntill  the 
Assembly"  shall  either  incorporate  the  Town  or  pass  some  moire 
effectual  Law  for  the  Protection  of  thepublick  Property,  ft  some 
such  Guard  must  be  put  upon  the  old  Warrants,  which  have  been 
&  I  fear  are  a  subject  of  speculation  in  your  County. 

'The  Council  have  appointed  you  in  Conjunction  with  the  late  Bai^ 
veyor  Genl.  to  run  the  Line  between  this  State  ft  Yirginia  ft  seat 
the  appointment  to  the  Assembly  to  make  Provinon  for  suitable 
Fiiy  &  Expeaoes.  .  We  propose  Hay  next  as  the  Time  to  begin. 
We  hope  the  Appointment  will  be  agreeable  to  you— we  are  per- 
/suaded  it  will  be  useflxl  to  the  State. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  Bmoh  Esteem, 

Your  obed.  Hbble.  Senr. 

Indoried,—nSl,  Feb.  24.      To  Arch^  HcCleao,  Esq.,  York  Co. 


Saicubl  HoDaBON  TO  Pass.  Bbbb,  1781. 

Phibdelphii^  27th  Feb'y,  178L 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  hpnble.  Board  of  War  to  apply  to  joar 
Excellency  for  an  Order  for  the  delivery  of  the  two  Brus  twelve 
Pounders  aud  thmr  apparatus  belonging  to  the  State — you  inSi  ba 
00  obligeing  as  to  send  it  by  the  bearer. 
With  due  respect 
'   I  am  Sir, 

your  most  Obdt, 

SAM.  HODGDON,  A.  C.  G.  M.  S. 
Directed, 

Excellency  Joseph  Bead,  Esq.,  Present. 
C.  G.  M.S.  Office. 
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pRES.  Rbbi)  to  Boabd  of  Wae,  1781. 

Oentlemen, 

As  we  have  no  other  Field  Pieees  but  the  12  Pounden  FMpetted 
yesterday  I  find  the  takiog  them  away  will  oeoasion  moefa  aneaaiiieas 
in  our  Artillery  Regiment  of  Militia.  .But  as  I  aoi  ever  desirons  to 
facilitate  your  Views  I  h^Te  sent  the  (Mer.  .At  the  same  Time  I 
must  observe  that  it  would  greatly  relieve  me  from  the  Discontent 
of  the  People  if  your  Board  would  for  tlie  present  accomodate  us 
with  2  pair  of  your  small  Field  Pieces — it  will  then  have  the 
Appe'arance  of  an  Bxcbi^nge  &  be  rather  pleasing — &  whenever  the 
12  Pounders  return  a  mutual  Exchange  will  again  take  Place. 
Upon  any  Bzigsney  they  will  be  within  jou  Beaeh. 

Indorsed,— Feb^  27, 1781. 


Lt.  Col.  Wm.  Butlbr  to  Prbs.  Rbsb,  1781. 

^  Carlisle,  FeVy  28th,  1781.     ' 

Sir, 

Since  my  arrival  at  this  place  I  have  made  some  observations 
which  I  think  proper  to  communicate  to  your  Ezelency. 

There  is  nothing  doing  .in  this  County  by  the  Classes  for  the 
recruiting  Service.  Nothing  can  be  done  by  the  Officer  as  in  the 
different  Counties  they  pay  ^15  Bounty. 

The  Treasury  here  has  not  money  (I  believe)  principally  owing 
to  the  People  having  it  in  their  power  to  pay  their  Taxes  in  produce 
which  is  chiefly  paid  in  Forrage,  an  article  that  this  place  is  over- 
stocked with.     I  think  the  price  of  that  article  ought  to  be  Lowered. 

I  have  called  on  Mr.  Lyons,  the  Purchafeing  Commissioner  for 
this  County,  to  know  his  Kesonroes  in  furnishing  this  place  with 
provisions.  He  informs  me  that  flour  and  Whiskey  is  plenty.  Beef 
is  scarce,  and  he  has  not  money.  Neither  does  he  know  how  to 
provide. 

The  Issuing  Commissary  informs  me  there  is  not  more  than  eight 
days  Meat  in  Store.     This  matter  Demands  attention. 

I  was  informed  a  few  days  agoe  by  some  of  the  Officers  at  the 
Works  that  they  apprehended  some  uneasiness  was  amongst  their 
People.  Their  complaints  are  as  that  of  the  Pennsa.  Line,  and  I 
believe  they  have  suffered  at  times  for  Provision.  I  went  yesterday 
with  a  number  of  the  Citizens  and  Officers  (at  the  request  of  the  Offi- 
cers at  the  Works)  to  take  a  view  of  their  situation,  which  I  did,  and 
hope  it  will  have  a  good  Effect.  I  must  say  every  thing  seemed  to 
be  in  good  Order,  and  the  different  branches  are  carried  o&  beyond 
my  expectation. 

I  am  truly  sensible  your  Ezelency  and  Council  will  pay  duo  atten- 


748  PBNNSYLVANIA  ABCHIYBS  1781. 

tion  to  the  sitaation  of  this  place,  and  the  settling  with  Iftem  the 
Tecraiting  of.  my  Begiment.  Money  and  oloihes  we  are  destitnte  of. 
There  is  a  Tonng  Gentleman  in  this  Town  who  has  been  well  re- 
commended to  me.  I  therefore  take  the  Liberty  to  reoomneDd 
him  to  yovr  Exeleoey  ft>r  an  Snsignoy  in  my  Beginient.  His  Com- 
miirioa  to  bear  date  from  the  20ih  of  Feb'y,  1781. 
I  have  the  Eonenr 

to  be  Tour  Exeleneys 
ob.  Bumble  Seryant, 

WM,  BUTLEE,  U.  CoL 

Com't  4th  Pensa.  Bcg^t 

N.  B.  The  Gentkma&'a  nama  (feeommended  for  «  Comiaiwnfliij) 
is  James  Anderson. 

Direciedf 

'   (Publie  Service.) 

His  Exelency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  President  of  tiie  EzeeatiTe 
Council  State  of  Pennsjlfansai  Philadelphia.  * 


Pres.  Rbbb  to  Col.  Riohabb  Butlxb,  1781. 


Oapt.  Bartholomew  of  your  Begiment  has  reeeived  a  Beemit  titer 
beiQ^reiected  by  the  Lieutenant  as  unfit  for  Service,  having  lost  u 
Eye  and  bein^  otherwise  unqualified.  Council  request  yoa  would 
make  Inquiry  into  the  Matter.  &  if  he  is  sent  off  to  the  Bendexrood 
that  he  may  be  returned  for  ^Izamination, 

As  Mr.  Bigham  is  in  your  Begiment  Council  depend  on  yoo  to 
have  him  amenable  to  Justice  on  Account  of  the  large  Sam  of 
Money  received  by  him  &  not  accounted  for. — After  being  pot  ander 
Arrest  by  my  l)esire  we  presumed  he  would  not  have  gone  swsy 
untill  an  Examination  was  had  into  that  Matter. 
I  am  Sir, 

yonr  mioet  Obed.  &  very  Hbbl.  Serv., 

JOS.  BEBI), 

President. 

Council  Chaw^ber,  I^b.  28^  1781. 
Directed, 
Col.  B:  Butler. 
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Pfiss.  Besp  zo  Inhajbitanis  of  Bedfobd  Co.,  1T81. 

Oentlemea, 

Mr.  Caoan  l^ng  ddrirmui  to  retoni  before  the  Assembly  have 
oome  to  a  DetermiDation  with  Respect  to  the  Frontiers,  it  is  not  in 
my  P^wer  to  give  a  foil  Answer  to  your  Inquiry  with  Respeet  to 
the  Defenoe  of  the  Frontiers.  But  for  yonr  Satisfaetion  have  thought' 
it  teeessary  to  aeqnaint  you  that  the  Connoil  have  laid  a  Plan  for 
their  Defence  before  the  Asseaably  by  whtdb  four  Oompanies  of  60 
Men  eaeh  are  to  be  raised  as  a  standing  Fotea,  &  S80  Militia  to  be 
kept  np  for  8  Months,  &  so  stationeA  as  to  be  imeet  nsefai  to  th*. 
P^rts  exposed.  That  an  Bzpedition  against  Detroit  is  in  Gooten*' 
pblion  &  in  that  Case  Endeavodrs  will  be  used  to  aet  oflbnsively 
elsewhere.  This  la  liie  proposed  Plan  which  we  have  requested  the 
Assembly  to  famish  us  with  the  Means  of  Bzeoution,  Irat  how  far 
the  Stete  ef  the  Treasury-  wfll  be  adequate  to  the  Bnd  propoaed 
oanaot  y^t  be  known.  Nor  can  we  ^Te  you  farther  Bnoonragement 
than  this  Account  of  the  6tate  4f  Things^  <n>  which  you  will  form 
your  Determinations.  It  will  give  the  GouneU  great  oafisfaetion  to 
rdteva  your  Distresses  &  remove  yam  Apprehensions,  ft  we  flatter* 
oorselves  the  Time  is  not  far  distant  when  thia  will  be  effectually 
don#  by  an  honourable  Issue  to  the  Wair,  provided  proper  Bzertiona 
Are  used  on  our  Parts. 

I  am  with  muoh  Regard, 

Oent,  your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Scrv. 
/nJdrsof,— March  1, 1781. 

Directed, — ^To  the  Inhabitants  of  Bedford  County  at  and  about 
Standing  Stene. 


Eesolutioit  of  Conq&ess,  1781. 

In  Congress,  March  !•*,  1781. 

According  to  the  order  of  the.  day,  the  honorable  John  Hanson 
and  Daniel  Carrol,  two  of  the  Delegates  for  the  State  of  Maryland, 
in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State^  Entitled 
''  An  Act  to  Empower  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress  to 
subscribe  and  Ratify  the  Artiotes  of  Confederation ;''  which  was  read 
in  Congress  the  12*^  of  FebrusAry  last,  and  a  copy  thereof  entered  on  the 
minutes,  did,  in  behalf  of  the  said  State  of  Maryland,  sign  and  ratify 
the  said  articles  of  confederation,  by  which  act  the  confederation  of 
the  United  States  of  America  was  oompleated ;  each  &  every  of  the 
thirteen  United  States  from  New  Hampshire  to  Georda,  both 
inoluded|  having  adopted  and  confirmed^  and  by  their  Delegates  la 
Congress  ratified  the  same. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y  * 

*  Bef  Col.  Ree..  Yel.  XII.,  p*  619i 
32* 
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John  Habt  to  Prhs.  Reed,  1781. 

JSewtowft,  Mtrth  !•*,  1781. 
Sir. 

'  The  SoMieri  at  this  Post^  who  wen  wttested  ia  Philadelpluft,  are 
now  tLemandittg  the  teoond  Part  of  their  Bovatj,  agreeable  to  the 
Terns  6f  iheir  InlisimeDts.  I  cannot  pay  it,  ooasiatent  with  the 
BireetioDs  of  Gooneilt  tot  waat,ef  their  Intistments,  &o.,  ari^nal  and 
dttplieate,  remaining,  fm  I  suppose^  in  the  Elands  of  M'  MilJer.  They 
are  much  dissatiafisd  on  thia  Aeeount,  and  speak  disrespeotfaUj  of 
GhsYommeAt,  as  though  it  had  no  regard  to.  its  Bngaj^eiarats  with 
them.  I  most  therefore  beg,  that  OottnoilfnU  dbeety  that  the  said 
Inlktments^  &o,p  be  forwalrded  to  me  as  early  as  poiipihlei  or  Qthtfwise 
appoint  sime  other  If  ode  of  taking  the  sabeeqneBt  Beoeipts  for 
Boontyi  than  by  Bufdorsement  on  the  first  I  should  not  tnmbie 
Oonocil  on  this.  Snbjeoti  but  frOm  a^  Poubt  whether  an  Applicstioa 
to  H'  Milleri  on  my  Part  only,  wAild  avail. 

I  would  beg  Leave  further  to,represeat  te  the  Hon'Ue  Conaefl, 
that  sooh  seems  the  general  Temper  of  the  .Soldiers  bere,  tha^  nnlesi 
their  GlaimS|  as  to  past  SeoriiBes  aiesoon  adjost^d,  bad  GoDsequeuecs 
may  ensue*  They  seem  jeabus  of  the  Intentions  of  OoverDaent 
respecting  them—- of  ten  wiehing  for  the  Auditors,  but  in  sncb  a  Uanuer 
as  indicates  a  Suspicion  that  either  they  will  not  oome,  or  that  Justiee 
is  not  ilatended  them  if  they  do. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Excellency's  and  .  ' 

.  the  Gouiieil's  humble  SerVt., 

JOHN  HART. 
Directed,  _ 

His  Ezcellepqy  Joseph  Reed^  ^sq^*t  ^^osidei^^  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  Gonneil.  ' 

^  fav'  At  Martin,  Cpmmi^ai^. 

Resojlutioh  op  Gkneeal  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  la  General  Anembly. 

Thursday,  MaTch  1*  17B1. 

Whereas,  from  the  different  situation  of  the  Troops  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Line,  it  appears  to  this  House  that  the  iiumber  of  Auditors 
heretofore  directed  to  be  appointed  by  the  Act  intitled  "  An  Act  to 
settle  &  adjust  the.  Accounts  of  the  Troops  of  this  State  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned/* 
passed  on  the  18*^  day  of  December,  1780,  are  not  sufficient  to  expedite 
that  business  in  reasonable  time  :  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be,  and  they  herchy 
are,  authorized  and  emppw^red  to  appoint  any  additional  number  of 
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AncBton,  sbove  the  number  mentionied  is  Ae  said  AeC^  li  tfej  nuiy- 
jodge.  aeoeMafj  for  ezpeditiDg  ike  basiiieae  direeted  to  be  perfonned 
by  the  Aodiloni  in  the  said  Aet  mentioned;  whioh  •ddilicNuil 
Anditora  shall  haTe  ail  tiie  povess  and  aiithoritiee  and  similar  paji 
granted  by  tbe  said  Ae^  to  the  Anditors  tiierein  mentioned. 

ExiEsot  from  the  Uinntes^ 

SAMUEL  STEBETT,  Clerk.* 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency^  Jos.  Keed^  Esq.^  President^  &o.,  of  Penns*. 


^  Pfiiss.  OF  Congress  to  Pjeibs.  Bsed,  1781. 

Circular. . 

Philadelphia,  March  2,  I78I. 
Sir, 

By  the  Act  of  Congress  herewith  enclosed  yonr  Excellency  will 
1)0  informed,  that  the  Articles  of  Confederation  &  perpetual  Union 
between  the  thirteen  United  States  are  formally  and  finally  ratified 
by  all  the  States-f  ^ 

We  are  happy  to  congratulate  our  Constituents  on  thid  important 
Erent^  desired  by  oui:  Friends  but  dreaded  by  our  Enemies. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be, 
wUh  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem  &  respect, 
your  Excelleno/s  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

8.  HUNTINGTON,  Prcsid*. 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


IlESOLTJTroir  op  Gekeral  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Fiiday,  March  2d,  1781. 

Whereas  this  House  at  their  former  Session  did  Resolve  that 
fottif  Companies  of  lufantry  should  be  raised  under  the  direction  of 
the  President,  &  Council  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  of  this 
State.  And  Whereas  it  appears  by  a  message  from  the  President  & 
Council  of  the  27th,  ult.  that  it  has  not  been  in  their  power  to  prov 
eeed  to  the  raising  of  the  said  four  Companies  for  want  of  a  Suffi- 
cient sum  of  money  in  the  State  Treasury  for  that  purpose.  And 
Whereas  by  an  estimate  accompanying  the  said  message  the  ezpence 
of  raising,  cloatbing,  paying  and  subsisting  the  said  four  Companies 
one  year,  will  amount  to  £24,528  5s.    Therefore. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.  pp.  645,  646. 
t  See  page,  749- 
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Bentred,  tlM  tbe  smA  mmd  £24,528  60.  be  appropiktedTfbr 
iiieaiforeifid  porpose  oat  o€  foch  fa&ds  as  shall  be  provided  by  this 
Bene  dsring  their  present  sessioii,  and  applied  aoeorfiedk  by  the 
Sapfene  Ezeootm  Cooooil;  and  that  the  Commitlee  of  Ways  aad 
Means  be  diiccted  to  nport'  to  the  flense  nithoai  dday  a  j^air  of 
raising  a  Bufioient.fond  lor  the  alnrteaid  purpose. 
.  .   Si^tmot  fr^nt  the  minntesy 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  Clerk  * 


Bjsv.  David  Johbs  to  Council,  1781. 

The  honorable  the  Execatiye  Goanoil  of  the  State  of  FennsylTania 
...  4o. 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  Beldctance  that  I  woald  demand  your  attention  to  my 
partioolar  Case,  as  I  hnow  our  publick  afi&irs  are  sufficient  for  your 

«vboIe  Time;  but  such  are  my  Gircumstanoes,  that  I  most  infonn 
you  that  my  famUj  will  b^  wit)iout  honse  or  home  on  the  first  Diy 
of  April  next,  except  you  can  indulge  me  with  one  of  the  Confisca- 
ted Plantations,  &  if  even  I  cannot  be  allowed  at  present^  my  De- 
preciation, as  a  part  of  the  Compensation  on  the  whole,  jet  that  I 
might  be  permitted  to  purchase  said  L&nd  on  just  &  reasonable 
Terms,,  ft  on  such  Payments  as  I  may  be  able  to  diseharge.  And 
as  I  was  ift  F.  Pitt  when  eur  Troops  were  discharged  I  received  ne 
money,  I  must  beg  the  favor  of  an  oider  for  thirty  Pounde^  wbieh 
the  Chaplain  of  the  other  Brigade  informs  me  he  has  received,  & 
without  which  I  shall  not  be  aMe  -to- pay  my  Tax  &  fit  myself  for 
another  Campaign.     I  should  be  glad,  tp  speak  with  the  honorable 

.  Council  on  these  Subjects.     With  much  Bespect  I  subscribe  myself, 
Youf  most  obedient, 

&  bumble  Serv*, 

:    DAVID  JONES, 

Chaplain  2*  P.  D. 

PhUadelphie^  March '2,  1781. 

Diredid, 
The  honorable  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pcnsjlvania 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  646. 
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John  Lacbt  to  Col.  Lewis  Nicola,  1781. 

Barraoka,  March  S'*,  1781.  "1 
Sir, 

I  was  ordered  Ij  Goancil  to  wait  on  you  respecting  the  inclosed 
letter  from  Mr.  Harf*" — to  request  of  you  to  forward  to  him  the  Neoas** 
sazy.  papers,  that  be  may  Satisfy  the  Men,  agreeable  to  his  instruc- 
tions j  if  any  farther  xnatructioos  Should  be  Neoessary,  yon  will 
please  to  wait  on  Council  next  Monday  Morning— when  you  will 
please  to  return  this  letter. 

I  anu  Sir.  your  Most  Obt.  Servt, 

JOHNXACEZ. 
I>iV<5c/«i^— To  ColoL^Hcola^Eresent 


Absolution  of  CoN^ESSfl,  178.1. 
By  The  United  States  in  6ongresd  assembled. 

March  S^SnSL 
'  ne  t9pOfi  of  tbeo««m}ttee  on  th«  lettar  of  ^^  Feb'y  ftom  th0 
Tkmtd  ef  War  respecting  tha  femotal  of •  the  oenvaatioii  priaoneza 
was  taken  into  oonsid^ratioD,  and  ^arenpon  - 

^  Ordered  That  the  oonrention  prisoners  as  well  rn  the  State  of  Mary- 
land as  Virgiuia  be  removed,  the  British  to  York  town  and  the  BeT* 
mans  to  Lancaster  town,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  or  such  other 
place  or  places  within  the  said  State  as  the  executive  thereof  shall 
direct;,  and  that  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  executive 
of  ^be  State  of  Virginia  to  superintend  the  removal,  safe  keeping  A 
aupply  of  the  Oermans  to  Nolands  ferty,  on  Potomaek  liter,  from 
which  p)ace  it  is  recommended  to  the  executive  of  the  State  of 
M^rylaud  to  superintend  tlieir  removal,  safe  keeping,  and  supply  to 
the'  borders  of  that  State,  and  to  continue  th^ir  guard  to  Laneaster^-^ 
the  State  of  Pensyivania  furnishing  the  necessary  supplies.  That  it 
be  and  is  also  recommended  to  the  state  of  Maryland  to  provide  a 
guard  &  furnish  the  supplies  for  the  Oonventfoa  prisoBera  to  be  re- 
moved from  Fredericks  Town  to  York  Town,  but  the  supplies  after 
entering  Pensyivania  to  be  furnished  by  that  State.  That  the 
Executive  of  the  State  of  Pensyivania  be  and  hereby  is  requested  to 
order  the  supplies  agreeably  to  the  above  resolutions  and  make  the 
necessary  preparations  for  the  reception  of  the  prisoners  at  the  towns 
or  places  assigned  as  aforesaid,  and  upon  their  arrival  at  those  places 
mpeedvely,  the  Board  of  War  take  order  for  their  fotusepeeimty 
and  supply.  i 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

OHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.f 

♦  Seepage  750. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.y  Vol.  XII. ,  p.  648,  and  pnge  746  of  this. 
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William  HBNaT  to  Prbs.  Eked,  1781. 

Lancaster,  Mar.  S',  1781. 
Sir, 

I  think  it  my  Duty  to  inform,  yon  that  the  Reemiting  Ber^ee 
goes  on  but  slowly,  the  Officers  are  very  indiilerent  about  the  Hatter 
and  do  not  receive  the  Two  Dollars  allowed  them  tot  each  Beemit, 
bat  give  it  to  the  Serjant^.  There  is  none  of  them  have  beat  up  m 
Town  yet»  the  Beason  is  obvious,  they  want  to  have  large  Sums  of 
Money  advanced  and  to  be  allowed  to  account  for  Becruiting  Expen- 
ceS|  £q^.  I  have  sworn  no  more  than  12  and  for  several  Days  not 
One  has  been  brought  notwithatanding  the  Becruiting  for  the  GlasMS 
b  over. 

Mr.  W has  been  bound  over  for  asking  a  greater  Sum  in  Stale 

Money  than  in  Bpeoie  for  an  Article  he  offerd  for  Salci  &  yet  he  is 
every  Pay  crying  down  the  State  Money,  saying  it  is  good  for  nothing 
and  will  depreciate,  &c.,  that  the  price  he  gives  for  Wheal  is  too 
Mttie,  that  it  will  be  demr/Ac,  &e.  Wheat  is  now  boi^t  from 
4s.  6d.  to  5s.  (t.  Specie^  Bushel,  and  he  gives  Bight  SUUiaga,  he  bar 
nearly  got  the  Amount  of  the  last  Order  for  £2000.    If  Sloof^  or 

Beigart  would  act  ia  W 'a  Office  they  could  certainly  serve  the 

p^blic  much  better.  Some  time  after  I  wrote  you,  at  the  Beqaest 
of  Col*  Temple,  concerning  the  Difficulty  of  procuring  Forage,  the 
Forage  Master  of  the  Corps  went  to  the  most  disaffected  part  of  this. 
County  And  got  22  Tuns  of  hay  by  a  voluntary  Subscription  in  Two 
Days  &  one  half  EUding,  although  a  Stranger  without  Credit  and 

Money,  and  this  in  ^1^  Winter.     Mr.  W ,  who  was  here  at  Hay 

Making  <x>uld  get  non^  or  at  least  said  so. 

Your  Choice  of  a  County  Lieutenant  is  much  approved  here.    I 
have  not  reoeived  One  Shilling  from  the  Sub-Lieutenants  of  thei 
Militia  Fines,  except  ^rom  Aim  Orth  and  Mr.  Kucher,  &  that  has 
been  paid  Mr.  Marsteller  as  pay  Master  of  the  Militia. 
I  am  with  BaspeotSir, 

ye«tr  most  obedient 

hum.  Servant, 

.,       WILLIAM  HENRI. 

Directedf  :: 

Bis  Eseellen^y  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'/ President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 

^ftvovrof  >  .-.    .    .;  :    ; 
M'  Jos.  Myers,  j 
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Lt.  Col.  Adam  Hublet  to  Pbbs.  Resb,  1781. 

Lancaster^  Mftrch  Sd,  1781. 
Sir,       *  • 

Since  tny  arrival  here,  a  considerable  number  of  the  l^nnsyl*  Yol- 
nnteersi  wbo  irera  last  jear  raia'd,  to  fierve  for  seven  Months,  calFd 
on  me  &  demanded  pay  for  their  services — thej  inform  me  thej 
were  directed  to  call  oa  the  LieatenantSi  for  that  parpose.— 

As  I  have  no  instructions  on  that  head,  I  could  not  comply  with 
their  demands,  but  promised  to  represent  their  case  to  yonr  Ex- 
cellency, and  receive  your  directions.— I  have  appeas'd  them  for  the 
present — ^I  shall  wait  your  Ezoellcncys  advise  in  the  matter. 

I  have  wrote  circular  letters  to  the  Sub-Lieutenants,  and  amongst 
other  matters  desired  they  would  settle  their  accounts,  agreeable  to 
a  late  resolution  of  the  Hon*  Council,  (a  printed  one  of  which  I 
hioloeed  to  each,)  several  of  them  have  been  with*  and  Informed  me, 
fhey  were  ready  for  a  settlement,  as  soon  as  Oolo.  AHee  came  to  this 
place,  that  without  him  they  could  do  nothing; 

As  I  am  not  possessM  of  a  single  paper  of  any  former  transact 
tions  relative  to  the  Office  I  now  hold,  it  will  be  out  of  my  power' 
to  do  any  thing  with  those  Gentlemen— Your  Bxaellencys  advise, 
on  this  head  also  will  be  highly  Aedessary. 

From  the  many  &  frequent  ipplkadons  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to' 
represent  to  your  Bxcellenoy  the  situation  of  this  place — ^The  powdei' 
Magazine  ia  which  is  deposited  between  t#mity  &  thirty  Ton*  of 
Powder,  is  and  has  been  for  some  considerable  time  past  without^ 
Guard. — The  MaHtia  of  this  place  are  unarmed,  nor  are  there  any 
for  them  in  this  place — so  that  little  or  nothing  would  be  done  to 
oppose  any  attempt  against  the  magarine,  or  other  public  property. 

In  consideration  of  the  singular  situation  of  this  place,  application 
for  a  guard,  from  the  Corporatio9  was  made  some  time  since,  to  the 
Board  of  War — who  in  consequence  thereof  ordered  Colo.  Maylands 
Reg*  (Stationed  here)  to  do  that  duty — Sut  the  peculiar ^tate  of  those 
Troops  I  fear  they  were  not  acquainted  with-*-!  am  inform'd  by  the 
Commandant,  they  have  so  few  men  as  scarcely  to  enable  them  to- 
furnish  a  suffieient  guard  for  the  stables  (ii^hich  is  vbsoluteiy  neces- 
sary) and  those  are  destitude  of  cloathing,  and  some  of  tham  etdcly. 

The  number  of  disaffected  (which  is  too  notorious)  in  this 
Country,  and  the  many  strangers  who  daily  pass  thro'  this  place 
makes  it  absolutely  neeeseaYy  for  th^  sepuritj  pf  jJie  publick  pro- 
perty a  guard  should  be  ordered  for  that  purpose. — Two  Centinels 
will  b^  6uffi(fieQt — which  will  require  eight  men  daily,  including 
Non-Com**  Officers^— so  that  twenty  four  men  (allowing  three  relieves}; 
will  aciswernbe  ipiii^pose^  It  will'  1^  necessary  Ibr.y^f  GxceUency 
to  givjs  some,  dtreotions  jn  this  matter* 
. .  I  «m  inform'4  %  number  of  Box's  wi^h  «ra8  «re  ^n  the  steren  at 
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or  near  Cox's  town — If  yonr  Exoellency  tbioks  proper,  I  will  order 
them  to  this  plaoO;  bave  them  repair' d,  and  kept  in  readioeea  m  ease 
of  Emergency. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  respeot  and  esteem  •  ^ 

your  Exoellcnoy's  ftiost  Obd*  &  very  Ham*  herv*, 

AI/M  HUBLEY,  Jr.,  Liem«  C.  I/. 
IHrectedy 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 


Matthew  McGuibb  to  Fbes.  Bbbd,  1781. 

Oentlemen,/ 

I  beg  leave  t^  aeqwint  you  that  Gapt  Oonltmanj  Captain  1/ 
Pon^aaa  and  Lieafc  Webster — ^three  Offioeni'  belonging  to  Goloiiel 
Prooter's  Be^ment  of  Artil^iy  left  on  oommand  in  the  Jeneys,  not 
having  it  in  their  power  to  apply  for  the  Mon^  lately  allowed  the 
Officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Une  have  empowered  me  by  a  written 
Order  to  receive  their  respeplive  Dues  answerable  to  a  Reaolve  of 
your  Honorable  Board,  in  eonseqoeuoe  I  have  applied  4o  the 
Auditors  and  agi  informed.  tbM  th^y  are  not  in  posession  of  Money 
mAoieUt  to  answer  the  purpose  aaid  reeommend  my  applying  for  an 
Order  to  satisfy  the  Oenllenen.  Their  distress  for  want  of  Money 
eieooffding  po  their  reptesentation  to  infbiA  consideable,  not  beii^ 
nUe  to  pay  for  Sboes^  Stockings  or  even  washing. 

The  Qentlen^oft  by  whom  Siey  wish  the  Money  to  be  sent  goes 
off  to  morrow  M(Hiiing-*-I  should  ther^bre  be  happy  to  know 
whether  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  serve  them. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  Bespeot 

Gentlemen,  yottr  most  humble  Serv, 

MATT.  McGUIBK. 
Philadel',  March  3d,  1781. 
JMnmUdy 

-  To  the  Honourable  Supreme  Exeeutive  Council  for  the  State  of 
PennsyLvania. 


PrBS.  &HBD  TO  MONB.  HOLEBR,   1781. 

Market  Street,  Maroh  4, 1781. 
Bit,  ' 

.  I  ree^ved  jmt  note  of  yesterday '&  am  soiyy  that  I  wts  not  at 
Home  when  you  did  me  the  Favour  of  a  Vi^H.  The  Minister  during 
yeut  Abeenoe*  at  Baltimotv  shewed  me  «  Letler  mentioning  your 
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bamg  dene  ae  tke  like  FaToor  last  Fall  upon  yowietarn  firom 
Bhode  laland,  whiah  I  was  not  before  acquainted  with|  or  I  siMiild 
gladly  have  embraced  the  opp^  to  mention  to  joo  some  Cavses  of 
Uneasini^  which  had  been  intimated  to  the  fliniater  in  oider  ttet 
he  might  oommanicate  them  to  the  Ghev.  Ttxmaj  &  the  Minister 
&  yourself  bein^  both  together  at  Rhode  Island  vou  miffht  then 
explain  those  whieh-  reht^  to  the  three  YesiKls  irnieh  amved  last 
summer. 

The  Nayal  Officer  has  frequently  applied  to  procure  some  Beport 
of  those  Vessels  that  be  may  comply  with  the  Laws  of  the  State  iu-^ 
reporting  the  Proceedings  of  his  office  with  Accuracy.  I  shall  be  ' 
glad  you  would  do  it  now  as  Agent  of  the  Marine  in  the  best  manner 
Circumstances  will  admit  And  I  will  take  the  first  Leisure  Hour  to 
send  you  a  note  of  the  other  particulars  which  in  the  Course  of 
Conversation  were  suggested  &  which  while  unexplained  leave  un- 
favourable Impressions^  But  whiolk  I  am  perswaded  every  Member 
will  be  glad  to  have  removed  &  our  puolick  Business  transacted 
together  with  Harmony  &  piutual  Satisfaction. 

I  am  Sir,  with  due  Begard  &  Consideration 

Your  Obed.  HbbL  Serr*. 


BBS0L13TI0N  OF  GWEBiAL  ASSSHBLY,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania 
In  Oeneral  Assembly. 

Monday,  5  March,  1781. 

Besolved,  that  Mr.  B.  Morris,  Mr.  I>elaiiy,  Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr. 
Allison  and  Mr.  Montgomery  be  a  Committee  to  request  a  conference 
with  His  Excellency  The  President  and  Council  on  the  subject  of 
calling  the  old  continental  money  out  of  circulation,  and  asoertaining 
the  rate  of  exchange  between  the  said  old  money  and  the  new  Bills 
of  credit  of  this  State. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAMUEL  STEBETT,  Clerk.* 


Pabs.  Reed  to  Dbleqateb  in  GoNGBJias,  178L 

Grentlemen, 

The  Council  have  received  with  great  Begret  the  EesolTe  of 
Congress  to  station  the  whole  of  the  Frisonen  of  war  in  this  State. 
We  had  flattered  outselves  that  the  Beasons  gii^en  in  our  Letter  to 
you  of  thef  Inst,  would  hare  prevented  this  Measure,  from  which 
wo  fmr  the  moat  seiioas  Consequences  to  the  Xntefests  of  Amerioa 

*  See  CoL  Rec.,  Yol.  ZH,  p.  640.  f  See  pp.  745,  758. 
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&  dik  State  in  partionlar.    We  woald  wish  a  Ooaferenoe  with  yoa 
on  this  subject  to-morrow  momiog  at  10  ^'Giock^  or  anj  otker  Hour 
most  agreeable  to  you.*  - 
/•idor««l,— March  6,178  L  ^ 


Pft£S,  Reed  TO  the  General  Ajssemblt,  1781. 

Sir, 

Tho'  the  inclosed  Besolation  is  only  addressed  to  the  EzecaliTe 
•Authority  &  the  Service  required  of  an  executive  Nature,  the  in- 
creased Ezpenoe  of  necessary  Advances  that  must  be  made  by  the 
State  to  support  such  a  Number  of  Prisoners^— together  with  the 
Influence  which  they  will  probably  have  upon  the  political  principles 
&  Conduct  of  a  great  number  of  our  Itihabitants,  have  led  os  to 
communicate  it  to  you  in  this  rather  than  the  usual  Mode  of  a  Mes- 
sage which  would  be  entitled  to  a  Place  on  your  Minutes.  We  have 
already  addressed  the  HonL  Congress  thro  the  Delegates  of  the 
State  but  without  Effect. — But  as  we  foresee  very  great  Ineon- 
venienoies  &  even  Dangers  arising  we  flatter  ourselves  that  if  your 
Hon.  fiouse  view  it  in  the  same  Light  your  Weight  will  be  added 
to  obviate  the  Difficulty. — ^The  British  Troops  amount  to  1188. 
The  Germans  to  1487.  'A  militia  Ouard  must  also  be  raised  & 
supported  of  400.  ToUl  to  be  fed  3075— besides  Women  & 
Children. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  much  Respeet 

Your  Obed.  &  Hbble.  Ser. 

Indorsed,— VL^alh  5, 1781.      * 


Pabs.  Reed    io  Committee  of  AssBMBLTy  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

In  Consequence  of  your  CommaniSation  on  Friday,  we  have  made 
an  Estimate  of  the  Sums  necessary  to  carry  into  fiffect  the  Beport 
made  on  the  Bepresentation  of  the  General  Officers  so  far  as  the 
same  regards  advances  to  the_pfficers,  Gratuities  to  the  retained 
men,  &  the  remaining  Payment  of  the  Bounties,  to  those  already 
enlisted' &  the  Bounties  which  will  probably  be  further  required 
besides  Cloathing  for  the  whole..  We  are  inclined  to  think  that  an 
the  Troops  have  received  no  pay  for  12  Months  except  508.  each 
lately  at  Trenton  that  it  will  be  necessary  after  advancing  to  the 
officers  on  the  Depreciation  Aect.  to  do  something  of  the  same  kind 
for  the  Men  or  it  will  have  the  appearance  of  Partiality  &  probably 
revive  old  complaints  on  that  soore,  we  have  therefore  included  the 
amount  of  two  months  Pay  which  will  be  much  leas  in  proportion  in^ 


*  See  Col.  Beo.,ToL  XII.,  p.  648. 
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cludiDg  what  bafi  alreadj  been  adrancecl.  'As  the  Gommittee  litfe  eii- 
couraged  the  Conncil  lo  expect  that  suitable  Provkioo  will  be  made  * 
ta  answer  the  fihcpena^  if  the  Report  afaall  be  adopted  by  the  House  we 
flatter  ourselves  tliat  no  Deoisioa  will  be  had  whieh  will  raise  GlaiaBa 
npoB  the  Treasury  ft  Expectations  from  the  Council  untill  we  are  in 
a  Condition  to  answer  them.  We  deem  it  one  of  the  greatest  mis- 
fortanee^  of  .the.piesctirtDay  that  Promisee  have  been  siadt  to  the  army 
^ich  not  being  complied  with .  haTe[  involved  the  Country  in  Pis- 
honour  &  executive  officers  in  great  Difficulties — Very  little  allow- 
ance being  made  for  Disappointments  of  this  Nature.  The  Ways  ft 
Meaaa  to  aecdmpliab  these  Purpoaea,  being  the  pecidiar  Pnmnce  of 
the  Bepresetttativaa  of  the  People,  ft  eaoh  Subjeet  bebg  only  a  Part 
of  a  System  of  Bevettue  adapted  to  the  genwal  neoessitiea  of  the 
wliole  it  wonld  be  equally  improper  ft  nsekas  for  as  to  suggest  any 
Thing  on  this  Head. 

I  am  Gknt, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble.  Serv. 

JR. 
To  Meesr  Morris  ft  others  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assy. 
■  Jndonedf—MMich  6th,  1781.. 

ESTIMATB   BeFSBRSD  TO,   1781. 
284  officers  including  Lee's  ft  Haaens  belonging  to  this  )      -,-,  ^qq 


7,200. 
2,400. 


stote. 
Gratuity  of  £9  each  to  800  Retained  at  the  settlement' 

of  the  Line. 
400  inlisted  who  have  already  reed,  one  third  of  their ' 

Bounty  ft  further  intitled  ta£6  each. 
800.  by.  Computation  who  maybe  recruited  by  the'         0700 

officers  in  the  County  @£9  each.  j        -^« "". 

Cloathing  for  the  retained  men  the  reinlisted,  ft  Recruits  as  before 
enumerated  amounting  to  1500  men,  eaoh  soldier  to  be  provided  with 
A  Hat,      .     .  .  .  .  .  '     .     .  12  6 

A  Coat,  .....  £6  , 

2  Linnen  Waistcoats,  .  .  .  .2 

2  p.  Linnen  Overalls,  .  .  15 

1  p.  Shoes,      .  .  ,  .  .1 

Stocky      ......  5 

Blanket,  .  .  .25 

12     7  6 

1  Shift, 1 

2  p.  Socks,      .  •  .       ,     .       ^    10 

18  17  6 


1,500  oompvling  at  £14  each,  .         .1  «  21,000 
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-This  Sam  israpposed  to  be  of  immediate  neeeiiiijtoeocDpljviklL 
the  Bepott  pvopoeed. 

Oloathiag  which  will  be  neoekmj  for  the  Men.  psoTided  bj  the 
Clueee  isompadng  them  at  1000  J&14000. 


Prb8-  Bnix  10  Wm.  BKADvoftD  Jr.  "Em^  Aitt.  Gan. 

1781. 

Sir, 

Abraham  Kinitaing  haying  infonned  a  Member  of  this  Board  thai 
GoL  Fxoetor  one  of  &e  Claimants  of  the  Hog  lakiid  has  reaawed 
the  attempt  to  lake  Posaeesion  of  that  Island^  Js  naod  naeh  threat- 
ening Lannuge  on  the  Oooaaion,  the  Oooncil  reqnest  jon  to  f^xamine 
him  with  Respect  to  Proctor^s  Conduct  since  the  Conrlat  Oheslflr, 
Eintzing  also  mentioned  the  Name  of  one  Gray  who  heard  Proctor 
use  very  extraordinary  Language  on  Ihis  Occasion  which  may  be 
proper  also  to  be  enquired  into.  We  have  wrote  to  the  agents  of  con- 
fiscated Bstatea  in  Chester  County  with  Reqieet  io  their  ani^orting 
the  Possession  of  the  State^  &  hope  you  will  giro  them  needfid 
assistance  &  advice. 

I  am  Sir^ 
Tour  obed.  &  Hbble.  servt. 

P.  S.  After  ExaminstioQ  yon  will  pleaae  to  apply  to  the  Chief 
Justice  that  proper  Steps  may  be  taken  with  Colonel  Proctor  if  the 
Testimony  will  wammt  it."^  . 
Indortedy 

March  6th,  1T8L 


Pass.  Bbed  to  Agents  oe  eoevsitsp  Estates,  1781. 

March  6, 1781. 
Gentlemen :  .  .  . 

The  repeated  Attempts  to  divest  the  State  of  the  Possession  of  Hog 
Island,  tends  so  immediatelyi.QOt  only  to  injure  the  Commonwetith 
in  Matters  of^  Property,  but  to  enfeeble  &  degrade  its  civil  Govern- 
ment, Ijhat  Council  think  it.  necessary  to  request  yoor  partieulir 
Attention  to  the  Matter,  &  by  all  legal  &  proper  Methods,  prevent 
any  Encroachment  thereon,  using  Force,  if  necessary,  where  allowed 
by  Law«  The  Att^  Oen>  will  give  you  all  needful  Advice  &  AssLstance. 
Extra  Ezpences  on  this  Occasion  will  be  allowed  you,  &  you  may 
depend  on  the  Support  of  the  Board  in  the  Discharge  of  your  Duty. 

I  am,  Gent.,  Yoor  Obed.  Hbble.  Sierv.* 
inrforwcf,— March  6, 1781. 
JOirectedf 

To  the  Agents  for  forfeited  Estates,  Chester  County. 

*  See  Cot  Beo.,  Vol  XH.,  p.  «61y  and  780  of  this. 
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Wm.  Hbnbt  to  Pbbs.  BsBPy  1781. 

LancaBter,  Mar.  7, 1781. 
Sir, 

I  was  present  at  the  Examination  of  one  of  the  Light  Dragoons 
who  overheard  some  of  the  British  prisoners,  who  had  some  Con- 
versation  concerning  the  Magazines  at  this  plaoe,  and  they  agreed 
that  it  might  he  blown  np  with  Ease.  I  am  of  their  Opinion, 
and  wish  a  Onard  oonld  be  kept  here,  as  there  are  a  Namber  of 
disaffected  People  in  thie  Town ;  and  a  great  Namber  of  the  pris- 
oners wiU  be  sent  to  the  Barracks,  as  they  have  a  pntrid  Fever 
amongst  them  in  the  Jail;  the  Barracks  are  near  the  Magazine. 
Could  not  Colo.  Hnblev  be  ordered  to  keep  a  Company  of  Militia  on 
Duty  for  that  purpose  f  the  Amnnition  is  by  no  means  safe^  and  £ 
understand  the  Quantity  is  considerable. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moat  obedient  &  huui  ServiBt, 
WILLIAM  HBNKT. 

P.  8. — ^I  took  the  Liberty  last  Week  of  giving  some  Informa- 
tion concerning  M'  W — ^  which  I  hope  will  not  turn  out  to  my 
Disadvantage. 

Dtreeiedj 

His  Excellency  7oseph  Reed,  Esq%  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 


Resolution  of  Assbmblt,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 
.In  General  Assembly,  Thursday,  8  March,  178L 
Whereas  it  is  judged  expedient  at  this  time  to  grant  to  every  non- 
commissioned officer  and  Soldier,  who  has  been  retained  and  still 
continues  in  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  a  Gratuity  over  and  above  the 
pay  and  other  allowances  heretofore  made  to  the  said  Line;  Therefore 
Resolved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  authorised  and 
directed  to  order  the  sum  of  nine  pounds,  State  Money,  to  be  paid  as 
a  Gratuity  to  every  such  non-commissioned  Officer  and  Soldier  of  the 
said  Line,  who^waaiillisted  prior  to  the  year  1780  to  serve  during 
ihftWar. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

BAMDBL  8TEEBTT,  Ckrk.* 

•  See  O^.  Bee.,  V<^.  XII.,  p.  66^  665. 
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AUDITOKS  TO   COUNOII.,   1781. 

Philada.;  March  8th,  1781. 
Oentlemeiiy 
^         We  wonid  wish  to  have  the  sense  of  your  Honorahle  Board  od 
the  following  queries  previous  to  our  setting  out  that  we  may  goven 
ourselves  accordingly. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  Doe  respect  Oentlemoiy 

Your  most  Obed*  Humble  servants, 

JAS.  STEVENSON,   1  .--!-»-«.♦ 
JNO.  NICHOLSON,  J  ^"^«»*- 

The  Honble.  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

1st  Tbefe  are  several  Establishmeats  for  the  pay  of  the  army, — 
on  which  of  these  are  we  to  Calculate.  Vide  resolution  of  Congress 
Oct'  7th,  1776,  May  27th,  1778,  Ac*. 

2nd.  The  words  of  the  Act  are  ''  To  settle  the  d&^redattom  €( 
the  pay-adcounU  of  all,  Ac*,  to  the  1st  August,  1780.  We  under- 
stand from  the  Auditors  of  the  main  army  that  the  Line  in  genenl 
have  4iot  received  their  nominal  pay  later  than  to  the  Ist. Afmi  last, 
(some  i^giments  not  so  far.)  Are  we  not  to  credit  die  Troops  witk 
.  their  paj^-accounfs  from  that  time  as  well  as  the  depredation  thereon 
that  is,  make  a  final  and  conclusive  Settlement  as  far  as  to  the  1st 
August  aforesaid ;  or  are  we  to  4eave  their  nominal  pay  in  that 
intermediate  time  to  be  settled  and  paid  by  the  Officers  of  Congresi 
hereafter. 

3d.  Whether  those  who  were  in  the  service  at  the  time  the  Law 
was  passed  are  the  only  persons  entitled  to  the  priveleges  therein 
mentioned  (except  those  provided  for  by  section  7th).  If  thers  are 
others  who  they  are.  Or  whether  all  who  have  been  in  the  iioe  at 
any  time  between  the  1st  Jan'y  1777,  and  the  Ist  August,  17^0, 
and  reoeiTcd  nominal  pay  are  intitled  to  the  deficiency  of  that  pay 
by  the  depreciation  of  the  money.  Again  whether  the  difEereot 
situation  of  the  army  at  present  excludes  any  who  were  in  the  ser- 
vice at  the  time  the  law  was  enacted. 

4th.  Whether  any  others  than  the  '^  widou)$  and  children^  by 
themselves  or  their  order,  claiming  the  benefits  of  section  7Ui  are 
intitled  to  receive  Certificates. 

6th.  Whether  the  adgmentition  of  the  Subsistance  of  the  Officers 
«  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XII ,  pp.  646,  649. 
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of  the  Line  from  time  to  time  by  Ccmgress,  Vide  resoluiioDS  of  tbe 
^  and  that  allowing  10  SoUtn  ^  month 

subeistanoe  to  tbe  priyatei  are  to  be  deducted  from  tbe  balanoes  dae 
.  to  them  for  their  pay.  And  wbethet  the  aubsistanee  and  rations 
is  not  to  be  considered  as  distinct  and  separate  from  onr  basiness. 
(If  so  there  will  be  something  yet  wanting  to  a  Complete  &  final 
settlement  to  the  Ist  August  mentioned.)  If  we  are  to  consider 
the  settling  their  rations  as  part  of  our  business,  at  what  rate  ^ 
ration  are  those  retained  to  be  paid  for  ? 

6th.  There  will  probably  be  difficulties  in  Obtaining  the  pay  A 
Muster  Bolls  of  the  Regiments.  They  are  lodged  with  the  auditors 
of  the  main  army  by  the  Regimental  Pay  Masters  on  their  Settle- 
ments with  them.  These  are  Yoluminous.  Some  of  the  first  pay 
and  muster  rolls  of  the  army  are  lodged  at  the  War  Office  (at  least 
duplicates  thereof)  which  haye  never  been  settled  by  the  Auditors. 
Another  part,  viz*,  from  about  December,  1777,  unto  the  time  (or 
nearly  the  time)  to  which  the  Regimental  Pay  masters  have  settled, 
are  lodged  at  the  Treasury  Office,  If  these  Muster  &  pay  rolls  are 
not  prodaced  what  are  we  to  have  as  a  voucher  that  the  pay  of  the 
Claimant  really  ought  to  commence  at  the  time  from  which  he 
charges. 

7th.  The  accounts  of  the  Department  of  the  Commissary  Gen>  of 
Prisoners  are  not  rendered  later  than  since  which  monies 

may  have  been  advanced  to  Officers  of  which  we  have  no  account. 
In  this  case  is  not  an  Oath  to  the  sums  received  sufficient  J 

8th.  Theve  are  frequent  Applications  made  in  town  by  retiHag 
Offioera  and  others  to  have  their  accounts  settled  here.  Their  psy- 
inaster  they  gay  is  on  the  spoti  and  that  we  can  here  have  any  in- 
formation or  vouchers  necessary,  which  is  all  they  can  prodnce 
should  they  be  necessitated  to  go  tothe  places  of  rendezvous  of  their 
respective  Regin^nts  which  they  represent,  both  as  inconvenient 
and  expensive,  if  it  could  be  dispensed  with.  Can  they  be  accomo- 
dated with  a  settlement  before  we  set  out  t 

9th.  If  the  business  should  not  be  compleated  at  the  respective  posts 
within  the  time  published  how  are  we  to  proceed.  .  Will  not  our 
attendance  at  the  next  post  be  requisite  agreeable  to  the  day  fixed. 

10th.  We  apprehend  it  will  be  necessary  and  proper  to  keep  the 
Accounts  Regimeiihilly,  and  that. an  entry  must  be  made  of  every 
oertifieate  issued,  numbered  to  Correspond  with  the  number  on  the 
Certificate  expressing  (in  ColnmnI)  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom 
the  Certificate  was  given,  his  rank  Company  and  any  other  necessary 
remarks,  and  that  a  distinct  account  be  opened  of  all  monies  credited 
by  the  troops  on  settlement,  which  they  may  have  received  in 
advance  firoin  this  State,  and  the  persons  by  whom  credited 
respectively.  r 
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11th.  Whether  the  Offieen  or  prrnilea  ean  faafe  their 
settled  at  any  other  place  than  their  r^uental  rendex  voiia.  We  know 
there  are  Offieera  of  the  Sd  Regiment  stationed  at  Beading^  while 
the  Regimeat  is  at  Easton.  Doahtless  there  are  amilar  caaea  vhieii 
would  otherwise  Obstraet  a  Bettlemeet 

12th  Regimental  paymasters  haye  heen  appointed  to  aei  as 
Clothiers,  in  ooDseqnenoe  of  which  they  have  been  allowed  Extra- 
pay.  This  business  did  not  commence  untill  a  considerable  time 
after  the  Commencement  of  depreciation  by  the  Scale  provided. 
Must  that  Extra  pay  be  reduced  by  the  scale  aforesaid  7 

13th.  The  pay  of  Regimental  Surgeons  &  Mates  was  augmented 
on  the  8th  April  1777,  the  pay  of  the  former  from  40  to  60  dolian 
that  of  the  latter  from  83i  to  40  doll»  ^  Mo.  this  we  belieye  is  not 
singular;  the  pay  of  other  Officers  has  been  augmented  also,  at 
different  times  both  before  and  after.  How  are  we  to  act  in  such 
cases. 

14th.  Whether  the- Slate  Stores  (as  they  are  called)  which  has 
been  tet^  by  the  Officers  from  this  State  at  nominal  instead  of  real 
specie  Talne^  are  to  be  charged  to  them  on  settlement 

15th.  In  our  instructions  from  Gounoil  of  the  6th  Ib8%  we  are 
directed  '^  to  enquire  of  the  Pay  master  General  of  the  United  States 
'^  what  sums  have  been  advanced  from  time  to  time  between  the 
«  1«*  Day  of  Jany  1777,  and  1"*  Day  of  Aug.  1780  for  the  use  of 
^^  the  Penn*  Line  &c*.'^  Are  we  to  charge  the  Officers  with  the 
atiias  which  they  may  have  reo^ived  on  aooount  of  their  pay,  sab- 
sequMt  to  the  sd.  1st  August,  1780  ?  If  eO|  a  return  of  all  advaBoa 
.  to  the  preaent  time  will  be  neoessar;. 


Bbc*ry  Matlack  to  Prbs.  Bebd,  1781. 

In  Council, 

PhUada.,  Mareh  10,  I7SI. 
Gent., 

The  Queries  proposed  by  you  haye  been.laid  before  the  Preadeut 
&  Council  &  they  luiye  thought  proper  to  giye  the  following  answeis, 
via.: 

Answers  to  Queries  put  by  the  Auditors  x>f  Aooonnts. 

1st  You  are  to  calculate  the  pay  upon  the  seyeral  establishments 
so  long  as'  they  were  in  force  and  nutil  they  were  dtered  by  the 
subsequent  ones. 

2ttd.  The  depreotatkni  only  is  the  sobject  of  the  Auditoi^s  bni- 
ncss,  and  the  pay  is  not  to  be  credited. 
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8rd  and  4th  ans*  by  Ati^  Qen\ 

5th.  The  0eoond  section  of  the  lair  confines  the  settlement  to  the 
pay  onty^  &  therefore  the  subsistcnee  is  not  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. « 

6di.  Tha  mwter  rolls  an  not  necessarj^-^he  settlement  mnsi  be 
ioonded  on  the  pay  rolls  which  are  axuloabtedlj  in  the  hands  of  the 
pay  raastenk 

7th.  The  adtainistratiott  of  an  Oath  in  this  ease  appears  to  be 
improper-'^ittd  if  the  Auditor  General  eannot  fnrnish  the  necessary 
information  respecting  the  moneys  advanoed  to  the  prisoners  the  few 
cases  of  this  kind  whieh  may  oocnr  mnsi  be -delayed  nn^  the  fitots 
can  be  ascertuned. 

8th.  Answered  by  a  change  of  eironmstances. 

9th.  It  will  be  requisite  to  continue  your  progress  according  to 
the  public  notice  given. — And  if  any  business  should  occur  at  any 
place  which  cannot  be  compleated  within  the  time  limited,  The 
same  is  to  be  communicated  -to  the  President  k  Council  for  their 
conmderation  ft  further  instruction^  and  this  answer  is  to  be  given 
to  all  such  applicants. 

10th.  The  Counoil  approve  «f  the  plan. 

11th.  This  being  matter  of  conveniency  is  referred  to  the  prudenoe 
nt  the  Auditor»«»reoomnending  to  them  at  the  same  time  to  be  very 
«aalions  of  cooouraging  any  c«oer  to  Mlow  them  from  one  plaoe 
to  another  so  as  to  interfete  wilb  the  doty  especially  aasiffned  to  the 
plaoe.  With  regard  to  the  wMim  they  m»  to  be  settled  with  only 
at  the  plaoe  assigned  for  the  regiment  to  which  they  belong^^^xeept 
ihose  wlio  are  atladied  to  the  petsonis  of  offieers  or  wiu>  may  at  the 
iime  be  on  oommand. 


12th.  Answered  by  resolution  of  Congress. 

18th.  The  Depreeiatioa  to  be  oaleulaied  open  the  pay  as  at  first 
fixed  until  altered  and  Taried  from  time  to  time  as  the  same  has  been 
agreeably  to  nsoltes  of  Coftgros»  ■aeeoiding  to  the  pria^ples  on 
whkh  the  first  query  is  aaswered. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  each  post  you  will  apply  to  the  commanding 
officer  for  a  return  of  the  reeiment  and  of  the  officers  who  have 
been  prisoners.  And  you  wifl  settle  with  the  Uompuiies  in  tiieir 
order  beginning  at  the  first,  and  with  the  individuals  of  each  Compi^ 
as  they  stand  in  the  return. 

niere  being  no  actual  payment  made  from  Aoril  to  August,  1780. 
or  since,  you  will  calculate  the  depreciation  dunng  that  time  at  64i 
for  one. 

By  order  of  Council, 

T.  M.,  Sed'y- 
ToL.Vin.— 33 
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Jambs  Waabton  to  Seox.  Mailack,  178JL 

Phnad%9«*  March,  1781. 
Sir, 

In  April,  1777,  the  Nftvy  Bcmrd-of  Chis  State  was  nraeh  in  want  of 
hemp  to  make  rope  of ;  they  applied  to  me  to  lend  them  some.  Agree- 
able to  their  request  M'  Garwood  received  from  me  Forty  Hundred 
&  Qine  poaads,  with  their  protii^e  to  deliver  it  to'  me  in  a  short 
time,  BiDoe  whioh  I  have  aot  received  any.  I  shoold  be  maek 
oblised  to  yoa  to  lay  this  belore  his  Excelleacy  &  Coanoill,  aa  I  aa 
maoh  in  want  of  the  Hemp  or  the  value  thereof  in  Money.  Yoar 
Compliance  in  this  will  much  oblige 

Sir  your  hbble.  Serv*/ 

JAS.  WHABTOy. 

Directed^ 

Timothy  Matlaol,  Esq'^  Pxesent 


Col.  D.  Brodhbad  to  Pbbs.  Rvsd,  i781« 

Fort  Pitt,  March  10th,  1781. 
I>ear  Sir, 

Since  my  last  I  have  received  two  Letters  from  the  Moiavisa 
Indian  Towns,  which-  convince  me  that  we  are  now  to  expect  a 
general  Indian  war.  I  hav6  indceed  copies  for  yoor  pemsai,  and  I 
shall  be  happy  to  see  immediate  measnres  adopted  fior.the  aecaritf 
of  this  frontier. 

I  ha^e  likewise  reoMved  iastraotions  from  his  Ezeellency,  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  to  order  the  Maryland  Corps  to  Bichmood  ia 
Virginia,  &  to  detach  with  the  artillery  &  field  pieces  under  Brig. 
Genl.  Clark,  a  Major  or  Capts.  Command  from  my  small  remainiog 
number  of  Troops.  I  mention  these  things  to  show  you  how  neces- 
sary it  is  to  have  a  reinforcement  sent  hither. 

TheXieutenant  of  Westaiorelattd  has  frequently  been  called  apoa 
for  a  number  of  the  Militia,  but  they,  except  a  vexy  inconsiderahla 
number,  were  not  furniahed.  Perhaps  he  does  not  appr^end  any 
right  in  me  to  Demand  them.  Should  any  power  be  wanting  on  mj 
par%  I  beg  you  will  avthorize  me  to  call  them  out,  to  gf>  upon  an 
Expeditioni  repel  an  invasion,  to  be  stationed,  or  range  upon  the 
frontier,  as  shall  be  most  conducive  to  the  safety  of  the  settlements. 

Oqi.  Powell^  in  *  the  Keniuke  Country  writes  me,  that  the  Inhabi- 
tants there  are  under  the ,  most  alarming  appreheofdons.  I  take  the 
liberty  to  inclose  an  extract  from  his  Letter,  which  will  inform  yoa 
of  the  fate  of  Col.  Be  laBalme  &  his  party. 

Mc.  Wm.  Wilson  has  delivered  twenty  eight  head  of  Cattle,  and 
this  is  all  we  are  to  expect     If  ample  supplies  are  not  immediately 
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ftfforded  your  good  amae  will  form  a  right  Judgment  of  the  eon6»> 
queoces. 

If  a  few  of  the  faithful  Oneidas  or  Stockhridge  Indians  could  be 
sent  to  thb  plaoe^  I  oonoeive  they  might  be  bo  employed  as  to  efiPeot 
a  considerable  change  in  the  Councils  of  the  Western  Indians ;  par- 
ticularly if  I  could  obtain  a  considerable  number  of  Watch  Coats  & 
some  painty  and  strouding  for  Bf^ach  CloutSi  &  Leggings  for  my 
Scouts  &  partisans. 

Genl.  Clark  is  come  over  the  mountain,  &  his  Commissaries  are 
purchasing  great  quantities  of  Flour  &  Indian  corn,  but  he  appears 
to  be  doubtful  of  carrying  bis  grand  object,  and  I  shall  not  be 
surprised  to  see  his  Expedition  fail  through  for  it  is  clear  to  me, 
that  wise  men  at  a  great  distance,  yiew  things  in  the  western 
Country  TCry  differently  from  those,  who  are  more  immediately 
acquainted  with  Circumstances  &  situations. 

As  little  or  nothing  is  left  in  my  poweiP,  I  hope  leare  of  absence 
will  be  granted  me  for  a  few  weeks  to  go  down  the  Country  espedally 
as  my  chief  motive  is  to  promote  the  public  good  by  every  argu* 
ment,  I  am  master  of. 

I  have  wrote  to  the  Clothier  General  to  supply  the  Troops  under 
my  Command,  with  at  least,  Hunting  Shirts,  &c,  and  I  hope  it  will 
now  be  in  the  power  of  the  State  to  furnish  the  officers  with  an 
allowance  of  Clothing  &o. 

With  perfect  respect  b  esteem  I  have, 

the  Honor  to  be  your  Escellency's  most  obedt.  servt. 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

Postscript  13th,  I  have  this  moment  received  a  Letter  from  (}ovr. 
Jefferson  a  copy  of  which  is  likewise  enclosed. 

His  Exeelly.  Joe  Reed  Esqr. 


Extract  of  Letter  From  Col.  Lbven  Powell,  1781.   - 

Herred'sburg,  Jany.  21st.  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  about  the  middle  of  Deer,  when  one  man  was  killed  near 
the  Falls,  no  mischief  has  been  done  in  this  Countrey  by  the 
Indians  'till  a  few  days  ago,  when  seven  Indians  &  a  white  man, 
(made  prisoner  about  four  years  ago)  came  over  to  the  north  side 
of  Kentucky  for  the  purpose  of  Horse  stealing.  The  whiteman  left 
them  k  came  into  a  station  &  gave  information  of  their  design  which 
proTed  too  late  as  they  had  stolen  &  got  off  with  about  seyenteen 
Horses,  This  man  informs  that  the  Shawanese  are  about  15  miles 
from  the  Packawee  town  where  they  mean  to  stay  the  next  year  & 
are  preparing  to  make  an  early  &  vigorous  attack  on  this  Country 
in  the  spring  k  have  expectation  of  driving  the  people  out  of  it  in 
the  Course  of  the  year  in  which  they  are  to  be  aided  by  a  party 
from  Detroiti    An  Express  arrivM  a  few  days  ago  from  a  post  by 
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^hiok  v«  hftve  aoeonnU  of  an  tfziMdkion  from  the  Dliaois  afunsl 
the  Omee  town,  headed  by  a  Golo.  De  la  Balme  some  tnie 
early  in  the  Fall,  This  Qentleman  was  very  Boccessfai  ontil  be  had 
aet  oat  on  his  return  when  he  wae  overtaken  aboat  9  miles  £ron  the 
town  by  the  Indians,  totally  defeated  with  the  loss  of  upwards  of  30 
killed  inokiding  himself,  and  lost  upwards  of  one  bnndred  Herset 
richly  la4en  ifi£  plonder,  The  survivors  inform  thai  the  English 
had  sent  from  Detroit  two  pieces  of  Cannon  that  were  then  only  tws 
days  mardi  from  the  Omee,  intended  for  this  Gonntrey  that  some 
letters  were  intercepted  to  an  agent  at  that  town,  directing  a  large 
quantity  of  Corn  to  be  purchased.  These  are  Circumstances  exceed- 
ingly unfavorable  to  the  people  here,  &  really  make  me  tremble  for 
their  Fate. 

Cola  Clark  is  now  at  Richmond  A  much  is  expected  from  his 
but  the  movements  of  our  people  are  so  slow,  ft  our  finaaoes  so  lowj 
that  I  wish  he  may  be  able  to  bring  any  aid  in  time. 

Our  military  affairs  in  this  Gonntrey  are  in  a  poor  miserable 
shattered  state,  the  Commissaries  in  Combination  with  some  of 
their  associates  suspected  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  Cheating 
their  Countrey  they  in  their  turn  abusing  him  for  neglect  of  Duty 
or  want  of  military  knuwledge,  ft  so  is  the  time  spent  here  while 
this  isofpending  danger  is  hanging  ever  their  heads.  At  the  Xflenois 
I  fear  matters  are  still  worse,  it  is  said  that  Colo.  Montgomery  after 
obtaining  a  valuable  Cargo  of  peltry  at  the  ezpence  of  ue  State  has 
with  several  other  officers  ft  smu  pushed  off  to  New  Orleans,  where 
it  is  supposed  he  means  to  stay  till  a  Captn.  Dodge  who  is  Agent  ia 
>hat  OottOtrey  from  the  State  joins  him  with  aa  other  Oat^oe  pro- 
cured in  the  same  manner,  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  nothing  mora 
favourable  to  Communicate  but  you  bid  me  write  ft  I  haie  noiliing 
better  for  you. 

LEVBN  POWELL. 

•Sztraot. 


Gov.  Jefferson  of  Virg.  to  Ool,  Brodhbad,  1781. 

Bichmond^  Fabry.  13t2i,  1781. 
Sir,    ^ 

I  have  duly  received  your  favor  by  Coll.  Gibson,  I  am  sooy  to 
learn  there  is  any  scarcity  of  provisions  in  yonr  setdements,  noTer- 
thelesa  1  must  suppose  it  too  numerous  to  be  at  any  time  nndar  » 
diifiottlty  to  support  so  moderate  a  Garrison  as  yours,  if  the  saeaM 
of  drawing  provisions  from  the  People  are  furnished  you,  I  appre- 
hend your  wants  proceed  rather  frmn  deficiendes  of  money  than  of 
provisions  in  which  case  oar  purchases  will  soareely  effieet  yea,  tm 
the  forbearing  them  would  not  increase  your  Stock  of  money,  bov- 
ever  from  what  Col.  Gibson  tells  me  I  have  reason  to  hope  ' 
Animal  Food  will  in  agreat  measnire  he  procured  on  the  aosfih 
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of  the  boundary.  General  WaahiogtoaB  letter  transmiited  hj  jon 
to  Genr.  Clark  will  no  doubt  have  eatiefied  you  how  earnestly  be 
espooees  the  service  on  which  that  Gentleman  is  ordered,  &  that  it 
is  his  desire  he  shonld  receive  from  you  every  aid  of  Men  and 
neoessaries  which  you  can  help  him  to,  I  rely  for  your  Cordial 
execution  of  this  desire  on  your  Zeal  for  the  common  oanae  as  well 
as  your  respeot  for  the  wishes  of  the  Commander  in  Chief.  OolL 
Gibson  at  my  request  with  his  Regiment^  is  ordered  by  Major  Gteai. 
Baron  Steuben  on  the  same  service. 

I  am  with  muoh  respeet  Sir, 

your  most  obedt.  humb.  aervt. 


Col.  Hsket  to  Mahikgwbgsesugh,  1781. 

Salem,  Feb'y  26th,  1781. 
Colo.  Henry  to  Mahingwegeesuoh  aa  follows  : 

Brother  Mahingwe|;eesnch,  listen  to  me* 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  4*^  Instant,  by  whioh  I  see  that  some 
misunderstanding  has  arose  betweos  us,  which  partly  derived  from  a 
speech  brought  to  me  in  yonr  name,  which  I  now  find  to  be  a  speech 
sent  from  Capt>  Thompson. 
Brother, 

I  am  not  willing  that  our  Friendship  should  be  broke  or  disturbed 
in  the  least,  nor  do  I  think  that  if  Friendship  is  settled  on  a  good 
FeundatioB,  it  will  be  easily  overthrown ;  tfaerefore  Save  patience  s 
few  days  longer,  &  I  will  be  with  yon,  when  we  will  settle  all  these 
matters  agaiu. 
Now,  Brother, 

I  have  some  other  matters  to  acquaint  you  of,  which  I  think  needs 
jour  attention  more  than'  the  above  mentioned.  Yon  know  I  told 
you  when  I  came  away,  that  I  ahonld  go  no  farther  than  ihm 
Brethren  Towns.  I  have  been  here  all  this  time.  The  Connoil  of 
Cooobockiig  have  entirely  stopped  my  ears,  to  that  I  know  nothing. 
But,  Brother,  a  Bird  has  wispered  something  in  my  ear,  &  this  I 
will  aoqnfiiiit  yon  of,  via :  Some  Pftys  ago,  a  Mingoe  oame  to  Coo- 
ehockiiig,  &  reeeived  a  speech  from  the  Gonncil  there,  whioh  made 
bim  go  home  laughing.  The  Speeoh  was  to  thia  purpose,  vis.  s 
<<  I  am  your  Friends,  &  on  this  side,  &  only  wait  to  see  what  yon 
''  are  abont  &  then  shall  join  you.  There  is  none  of  us  here  who 
^  thinks  of  being  Friends  to  the  Virginians.  There  is  one  man  who 
<<  is  a  Friend  to  them,  namely,  Caylayfemont^'  Farther,  I'atepawk- 
aki  &  Mawgriiot  are  gene  with  a  Speeeh  to  the  Wyandotts,  to  make 
up  that  matter  which  hftppened  last  Spring,  namely,  when  one  of 
their  men  went  with  several  of  years  &  took  Two  of  their  women  at 
Sandusky  prisoners. 

Again,  every  body  here  now  knows  that  the  Goochocking  men  arft ' 
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getting  ready  to  go  &  figbt  yon,  &  a  party  of  Five  are  gone  off  almdj 
the  Course  they  took  was  towards  Wheeling.  Three  of  these  war- 
riors are  William  Penn's  near  relations,  &  one  a  Friend  to  White 
Eyes's  Cousin,  &  the  Captain  of  the  party  is  John  Lewises  Brother. 

Agam }  a  party  of  Five,  of  which  Mooseknife  was  Captain,  are 
come  from  war,  &  haye  brought  with  them  the  scalps  of  one  old  man 
&  one  child.  Again,  I  heard  some  days  ago,  that  a  pretty  large 
party  of  Wyandotts  was  gone  off  towards  Fort  Pitt 

Again,  I  hear  three  parties  of  Wingunund's  men  are  gone  to  war ; 
likewise  other  small  parties  from  the  Shawnese  Towns;  Bat  all 
warriors  are  ordered  in  in  a  short  time ;  For  immediately  at  the 
Change  of  this  moon,  (that  is,  the  appearance  of  the  moon)  aU  war- 
riors are  to  be  in  one  Body  witl  all  the  English  that  are  at  Detroit 
These  are  first  to  Destroy  all  the  Delawarea  that  are  fnends  to  the 
States,  &  then  to  proceed  to  Beaver  Creek  &  Fort  Pitt  The  latter 
account  I  communicate  to  you  as  I  heard  it ;  the  former  afioounta 
you  may  depend  on  to  be  true. 

Now,  Brother,  thi^  letter  I  send  you  by  Montour  ;  as  soon  as  I 
see  those  men  here  from  Coodiocking  which  I  have  sent  for,  I  wfll 
set  out  with  them  for  Pittsburgh. 

I  am  your  Friend  &  Brother, 

COL*  HENBY. 
COL"  BBODHEAD,  Commands 


Copt  of  a  Lbtter  froh  Ret.  John  Hacebkweldbb  to 
Col.  BaoDHBAD,  1781. 

Salem,  February  26*,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  kind  &Tor  of  Janu'y  4%  by  which  I  saw  the 
amall  prisent  from  my  Wife  was  aooepted  of.  I  have  likewise 
received  the  Almanac,  and  We  all  are  greatly  indebted  to  you  for 
your  kindness ;  but  my  wife  in  partionlar,  returns  you  thanks  for 
what  yon  sent  to  her. 

In  Killbuok's  letter  you  will  find  the  true  Stote  of  the  People  at 
Coochocking,  I  could  never  learn  what  they  were  properly  about,  for 
they  kipt  their  matters  very  Secret ;  Now  it  is  almost  publicly  known 
they  are  about  no  good  business,  and  have  been  Very  busy  in  trying 
to 'deceive  you  this  long  time.  They  have,  as  I  am  informed,  also 
told  lies  of  Us  Brethren.  I  must  wonder  at  their  Stupidi^^But 
let  me  see ;  I  think  Killbuck  acquaints  you  of  nearly  the  same  matter 
they  Accused  Us,  as  a  chief  Arrant,  they  themselves  are  on ;  there- 
fore I  apprehend  they  will  find  themselves  in  the  Trap  at  last. 

If  indeed,  believe  that  the  sreatest  part  of  them  will  be  upon  yon 
in  a  few  days.  They  have  already  been  stop'd  onoe  or  twioe,  but  I 
daily  hear  they  will  go  soon ;  they  have  ranged  tbeffiflelves  into  three 
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ptrtjVy  and  if  I  am  right,  <me  party  b  gone  of  alieadj;  W*  I  iiope 
they  will  reeeiye  what  they  deaerre. 

Ab  I  nnderstand  the  Counoellors  will  be  hear,  in  /day  or  two,  to 
have  some  letters  read,  brought  by  Sam'  Evans,  I  am  determined  to 
Unmask  their  fiaoes,  and  declare  onto  them  never  to  write  a  single 
syllable  for  them  any  more* 

Smoe  my  last  letter  to  yon,  I  found  that  it  was  an  Impossibility 
for  EiUbudc  to  lay  hold  of  Bawbee,  in  this  part  of  the  -Country ;  for 
had  he  offered  to  have  tonohed  hiii^  he  probably  woold  have  lost  his 
life. 

Eillbaok  k  Monture  are  those  whom  Bawbee  threatens  to  kill,  on 
account  of  his  being  imprisoned;  almost  every  body  that  comes  here 
from  Ooochockang,  says  that  he  utteis  the  most  horrid  threats  against 
these  two  Persons ;  and  it  is  apprehended,  that  if  he  cannot  find  an 
opportunity  to  commit  hiadcBign  on  the  fbrmer,,8ome  of  hb  Friends 
will  have  to  pay  for  it. 

The  Counoil  of  Cboohockung  have  also  been  very  busy,  as  it 
appears,  to  blacken  the  Character  of  Eallbuek ;  this  proceeds  from 
different  reasons,  of  which  I  believe  one  to  be,  thai  Kiiibuck  is  a 
friend  to  the  States,  which  they  themselvea  are  not,  as  it  really  now 
appears,  by  their  own  Actions. 

Joha  Monture  has  been  no  further  than  this  place,  where  he  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  what  is  passing ;  he  will  be  able  to 
give  you  a  full  aecount  of  all  what  is  mention*  in  Killbnck^s  letter, 
and  more  besides.  I  cannot  think  otherwise  of  either  of  these  two^ 
than  that  they  are  true  to  the  States. 

As  I  understand  that  you  intend  to  go  soon  down  tilie  Country,  I 
have  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Kev«  M'  Matthews,  at  Litix,  directed  to 
M'  W*  Henry,  Esq',  Lancaster,  which  I  beg  the  fiivor  of  you  to  take 
to  your  care. 

Should  it  be  condnded  on,  that  a  body  of  Men  should  March  to 
Coochocking,  to  punish  those  wicked  people,  I  trust  that  your  honor 
will  do  all  that  lies  in  your  power  to  prevent  mistlisting  any  body 
belonging  to  our  Towns  i  and  you  may  depend^  Sir,  that  in  case  any 
of  your  Men  should  have  occasion  to  come  by  any  of  our  Towns,- that 
they  would  meet  with  much  kindness  from  our  Peo^e. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  obe**  hum*  servt, 
JOHN  HACKEJNWELDER. 

P.  S. — My  best  Compliments  to  all  OiOicers  &  Friends. 
'    Coll.  Brodhead,  Commandant. 

Cap.  John  Irwin  to  Prks.  Bbed,  1781. 

New  Windsor,  March  12th,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I.have  this  day  observed  in  a  Pennsa.  paper  of  the  7th,  Inst. 
Poblick  notice  given  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Pennsa.  line, 
to  appear  with  stated  accompts  of  their  Depreciation  at  the  different 
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Hmrnf  Mil  {Saoet  menlknied  in  the  BesclTOB  of  tbe  Bxcwlliq 
Counoil;  in  order  to  have  them  settled,  otherwise  they  dioald  be  in 
Banger  of  beio^  Bzoladed.  And  as  the  time  alloted  fw  the  2Bd, 
Beginent  otlnhntty,  (to  whiofa  I  belonged  imtill  the  Ist,  of  Jua- 
wy  lest,)  is  from  the  12th,  to  the  15th,  Inal,  inelaslTe  It  nOl  be 
impossible  oonsbtent  with  my  duty  (whieh  is  at  preieiity  lliat  ^ 
Gommiesaiy  to  the  Oen.  ana  Staff  ol  the  army)  to  >9Pfv  ftt 
Bowniogt  town  (the  plaoa  mentimied  for  aettiement)  wiihia  the 
time  aboTe  nentiovedy  And  it  wooid  be  no  len  onid  than  nnjosi 
that  I  should  be  in  Danger  of  loosing  that  which  has  been  dc^ily 
Bamed,  (Daring  the  oooiae  of  five  Oamfaigns,)  at  the  expeaoe 
not  only  of  Ueod,  but  the  best  part  of  my  CoBatkntioD  wamrn 
Sepetially  when  pnbGok  Sertioe  pv«v«nt8  my  aiteadaiioo.  Then  is 
at  present  in  and  near  this  place,  no  less  than  Seventy  men,  and 
abmt  fsor  ofioers  of  the  Penay  line  m  the  same  aitnatioo  with  waj 
Self — ^Twenty  Nine  or  thirty  of  which  are  in  the  Commander  is 
OhieCB  Guard,  and  the  remainder  in  the  Artiler^-— Whoee  Dai^  in- 
tirely  prevents  their  having  am  opertonity  of  going  to  Penan,  for  a 
Settlement^And  I  must  Oonfess  (if  duty  would  not  permit)  that  ift 
would  be  a  defiouU  matter  with  me,  to  proenre  money  anffi  eient,  to 
Defray  the  necessary  expenoe  of  a  Joamey  to  Philadelphiai  WUeb 
need  not  be  Wonderd  at<--when  it  is  Conaidefd,  that  the  Pnbfick 
has  not  advaneed  a  single  fiucihing  for  near  twelve  mentha  paat— 
eaeptittg  partial  payments.  Dear  Sir  your  mentioning  to  Oameil 
the  neoestfity  of  B^mdamg  a  Oommisaioaer  in  order  te  Settle  Am  Aa- 
compts  of  the  officers  and  Soldieis  of  the  line  in  this  Quarter,  Weald 
in  my  Humble  opinhn  be  serving  the  publick,  and  them,  aa  tiiesa  is 
great  UiMasiness  prevails  Amon^  the  Soldieis  (partioalarly  ef  the 
Guards)  leasi  Htuiy  should  Iboae  the  dear  Earned  reward  of  their 
labours.  Tour  informing  me  by  letter,  what  Coanoil  may  think 
proper  to  do  m  this  matter,  will  be  Bsteem^d  aa  a  particular  fiveoTi 
k  I  will  Oonduct  myself  aeeoidingly. 

There  is  no  news  here  at  present-— The  Oenl.  has  not  Arrived 
from  Bhode  Island-*!  Bemaia  with  every  Genliment  of  Kwtpemj 
andrespecl, 

Tour  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

JN«.  IRWIN,  Oapt.  Pennsa.  line. 
Directed, 

Publick  Servioe. 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  Sec^  to  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsa, 
PbiUdelpbia.   '  ^ 

Per  Post 
Indorsed^ 

From  John  Irwin,  Gapt.  Penns.  line.  Bead  in  Council  20  Hareb^ 
178L* 

T.  M. 

*  Not  noticed  on  the  BunateB* 
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Bradford,  Col.,  111. 

Bradford,  Thos.,  list  of  officers  and 
prisoners  of  war,  98.  Prisoners,  97. 
To  prerent  Interoonrse  between 
officers  and  disaffected,  502.     «. 

Bradford,  Wm.,  president  of  eonren- 
tion  at  Hartford,  016. 

Bradford,  Wm.,  Jnn'r,  appointed  at- 
torney general,  613,  621.  Statement 
of  fkcts  respecting  his  official  acts, 
666.  Lt  Bigham,  725.  Hog  Island 
and  CoL  Proctor,  730,  760. 

Brady,  Oapt.  Saml.,  878,  565. 

Brady's  fort,  157. 

Brodhead,  CoL  Daniel,  letters,  ftc, 
21,  22.  36,  38,  50,  65,  66,  68,  69,  78, 
79,  106,  109,  119,  120,  140,  149,  152, 


158,  197,  216,  246,  249,  S8S,  M, 

•  378,  478,  487,  488,  513,  53i,  ^58, 
565,  583,  584,  588,  595,  596^  648, 
041,707,743,766,770.  Places  aoidiers 
in  priTate  houses,  (Ward  and  Ssnall- 
man's)  at  Pittsbnrg,  22,  119,  120, 
149.  Proposes  porchase  of  piopria- 
tary  mason,  offers  to  interest  others 
1a  it,  121.  Answer  to,  150.  Attaefcs 
of  savages,  140,  Congress  resolre 
to  sustain,  195,  250.  Explains  his 
course,  197.  Suit  agunst  in  Vir- 
ginia, 202.  Militia,  210.  Stale  of 
frontiers,  246,  249,  283.  Sealpa,  30L 
Misunderstanding  with  olBeors  at 
Fort  Pitt,  405.  Apprehends  to  ase 
force  to  obtain  provisions,  47L  Bo- 
speoting  frt»ntiers,  478.  Danger  of 
evacuating  his  post,  487,  488L  Mar- 
der  by  Wyandots,  513.  Short  of 
provisions,  515,  518.  Marder  by 
Indians,  536.  Scared  of  proriaioBS, 
558.  Instmcdons  to  Capt^  Samad 
Brady,  566.  Base  attempt  to  destroy 
Indians  near  Banna's  Town,  50fiL 
War  between  Delaware  and  Seneea 
Indians,  murder  on  Freneb  creel^ 
640.  His  force,  708.  Frontiers,  743. 
Boundary,  744. 

Brook,  John,  81. 

Bryan,  George,  a  Pennsylvsnia 
commissioner  to  ma  line  between 
Virginia,  858. 

Bnchannan,  Capt  Thomas,  31. 

Books  County,  agents  for  oonfiseated 
estates,  178.    Taxes,  481. 

Bnffaloe  Valley,  Indians  attaek,  240. 

Bnll,  Capt.  John,  instmctions  to,  164. 
Appointed  commissioner  of  por- 
ehases  for  Philad^  county,  10^ 

Bunting,  Joshua,  a  prisoner,  048. 

Bard,  Capt,  297. 

Bnrgen,  Mrs.,  receives  provisloBS  by 
order  of  GenL  Washington,  60. 

Batler,  CoL  Richard,  recommendatioa 
•for  appointments,  607.  Partial  is- 
Stt^  741.    Recruits,  748. 

Butler,  Col.  William,  letter,  reenitlng, 
provisions,  inactivity  of  officen,  Ae., 
747. 

BuUer,  OoL  Zobalon,  162,  000,  601, 
602,  633. 


Campbell,  Capt  Thomas,  37,  70,  109. 

To  be  arrested,  68,  71. 
Canada — anion  with,  anticipated  Ij 

CoL  Haien,  105. 
Carlisle— lan^s  near  grant  of,  107.  All 

artificers  ordered   by  Congress  to^ 

magazine  required,  030,  632.    Pro- 
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priftary  lots,  686.    Stete  of  Udngs, 

747, 
Carothfirtf*  Lt  John,  690. 
CMwell,  Ricbardi  Qot.  of  N.  C,  191. 
Chaloner  k  White— fat  cattle,  248. 
ChaiDben,  CoL  John,  32,  320,  374. 
Chamberfj  Lieut,  286. 
Charleston  fallen,  312,  316,  326,  470. 
Cheater  Co.-*Mr.  Boyd  of,  mvrdered 

by  the  Smiths,  244.    Backward  in 

fomiahinij^  ToliuUeer9»  456. 
Church,  Major,  515. 
Circulars— of  CoDgress,  277,  414,  441, 

464,  476. 
Clark,  James,  scalped  by  Indians,  23, 

29. 
Clark,  Capt.  John,  65,  66,  68,  79. 
Clarke,  CoL  destroys  two    Shawnese 

towns,  637,  580,  743.    At  lUohmond, 

768. 
Clarke,  Genl.,  767,  769. 
Clarkson,  Matthew,  (marshal)  letter  of 

Pres.  on  sale  of  salt,  498.    f .  Hop^ 

kini^n  to  on  ditto,  600.     Forbidf 

sale,  500. 
Claypoole,  James,  (Sheriff)  guard  for 

prison,  117,  321. 
Clinton,  George,  Oor.  of  N.  Y.,  letter 

of  inquiry  respecting  act  of  Congress, 

132,  179. 
Clinton,  Sir  Henry,  812. 
Clothiers,  52,  53,  67,  707. 
Clothing,  17,  26,  34,  36,  53,  56,  67,  76, 

96,  105,  109,  116,  117,  140,  161,  162, 

185,  199.    Officer  sells,  161, 162, 165. 
Cluggage,  Major  Robert,  278,  297. 
Coats,  CoL  William,  letters  to    and 

from,  43,  378.    Troops  for,  508. 
Colonels  of   Battalions,   Circulars  to, 

111. 
Cols,  of  City  Battalions,  309. 
Commissaries,  69,  92,  151. 
Commissary   of  supplies — scarcity  of 

proTisions,  287. 
Commissary  Qen.  of  purchases,  92, 150, 

240. 
CommiMiotts,  613. 
Commissioner  of  purchases— appointod, 

154,  164,  219,  277,  441,  720. 
Commissioners    for    procuring    salt — 

scarcity  feared,  4,  24,  28.    Of  Phila. 

Co.,  80.     For  procuring  flour,  84. 

Of  Virginia,  91,  353.    Of  Taxes,  125. 

Of  Berks  Co.  takes,  124,  132. 
Commissionenr  on  boundary  between 

Yirga.  and  Penna,  353. 
OomBittee  of  Congress  at  eamp,  266, 

267,  293,  312,  314,  315,  337,  355, 404, 

412.    Complained  of  by  Pres.  Reed, 

419. 
Conestoga    manor   purchased    by   J. 

MuBser  of  Delawares,  30,  54,  56. 
Confederacy,  Capt.   Harding  of  ship. 


eomplained  of  for  imprMsSag  f  eamen, 
643. 

Confederation,  Artieles  of,  signed  by 
Maryland,  thus  completing  the  whole 
thirteen  States,  749. 

Conflscatod  Bstatos,  instructions  for 
sale  of,  345.   Letter  to  agents  of,  760. 

Congress — letters  to  and  from,  20,  75, 
85, 87, 98,  99, 135, 142, 177, 199,  202, 
203,  229,  251, 263, 277,  299,  325,  340, 
343,  348, 375,  395,  419, 429,  458,  517, 
529,  534.  535,  560,  583,  591,  606,  609, 
635,  636, 639,  657,  685,  686,  694,  702, 
705,  719,  722,  723,  751.  Resolutions 
of,  86,  142,  173,  175,  186,  195,  255, 
256,  261,  272,  285,  332,  346,  352,  375, 
391,  448,  519,  520,  553,  603,  629,  649, 
687,  699,  700,  724,  737,  749, 753.  Ma- 
rine Committee  of,  231.  Delegates 
in.  9,  46,  61,  161,  191,  351,  392,  494, 
643,  703,  711,  722,  745.  Do.  from 
Connecticut,  111,  112,  239.  Circu- 
lars  of,  20,  203,  251,  277.  Journals 
printed,  98.  Order  military  trophies 
to  be  collected,  98.  Pres.  Reed  re- 
quests a  part  of  sentonce  of  6en« 
Arnold  to  be  dispensed  with  in  view 
of  his  previous  good  services,  99. 
Draw  for  money,  104,  121,  196,  252, 
255,  342.  Proclamation  for  a  fast, 
131,  135.  Appointment  of  officers  to 
be  suspended,  142.  Minute  respecting 
John  Holker'B  flour,  147.  Respect- 
ing commissions  to  privatoers,  173. 
Horses,  175.  Clothing  to  officers  of 
med.  staff,  185.  CoL  Brodhead  to 
be  sustained,  195.  Want  of  money, 
supplier,  Ac,  203,  375.  I'rench  fleet, 
251.  Quotas  of  States  of  10  millions, 
255.  Committoe  of  co-operation  at 
camp,  206,  267,  293,  312,  314,  315, 
337,  355,  356,  404,  412.  Direct  Ad- 
miralty  to  fit  out  vessels  of  war,  278, 
277.    Conference  of  Committee,  281. 

-  Commissions  for  privatoers,  340. 
Ask  to  be  informed  of  measures 
taken,  343.  Respecting  furnishing 
to  I'renoh  allies,  25,000  men,  346, 
348.  Furnish  Exchange  on  Minister 
to  Fraaoe,  391.  Money  asked  for  by 
Peflna.,  392, 395.  Pres.  Reed's  state- 
ment  of  State  proceedings,  458-468. 
Resolutions  on  emission  of  bills,  520. 
Appoint  fast  day,  590.  Commissions 
for  private  armed  vessels,  606.  Ap- 
point signers  of  bills  for  Penna., 
634,  639.  ICon  payment  of  interest, 
711. 

Connecticut  Troops,  44,  421.  Letter 
to  Delegates  of,  on  Wyoming  lands, 
111.    Got.  Trumbull,  of.  111.      *" 

Conner,  CoL,  537. 

Connolly,  Dr.  John,  in  prison,  asks  re* 
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tarn  of  a  fkrorito  puf  nt'plnMa,  Ac, 

.104. 
ContiB«iital  money,  141,  TTt,  302,  304, 

88S,  386, 416,  517, 684,  767.    Signtn 

appointed,  635. 
Convention  at  Haftford,  prooeedingg 

sent  Prea.,  617. 
Cooper,  Ensign,  65. 
Coran,  Gapt.,  of  ArtiUerj,  reftiees  obe- 
dience to  GoL  Flower,  469. 
Cough enawage  bnmed,  387. 
Conneil,  Resolntioa  of,  608. 
Courts,  826,  622.     Of  eommon  pleas, 

622. 
Coorts  martial,  70.  Ob  Frauds  SwaiAe, 

397,  420,  433. 
Coirperthwaite,  Col.,  111. 
Cox,  Gol.  Jobn,  860,  406. 
Craig,  Gapt.,  76. 

Crawford,  Fort,  77.    Bvaenated,  106. 
Cumberland  Co.,  Lieutenants,  162. 
Cumberland  Co.,  taxes  not  demanded 

by  ooUeotors,  61.    Indians,  248. 
Cumberland  Co.,  wagons  in,  447.    Offi- 

oers  of,  522.    Indians,  668. 
Currency — emissions  stopped,  68^ 
Curry,  Ool.,  62. 


D. 


Davis,  David,  commissioner  ot  pnreba- 

sea,  382,  468. 
Dean,  Joseph,  81,  712. 
De  Comey,  Monsieur,  383,   306,  406, 

416. 
Deed  for  Land,  defective,  49t. 
Dehaven,  Peter,  360. 
De  Laney,  Gol.  111. 
De  La  Luzerne,  Chevalier,  883. 
De  la  Balme,  Col.  and  party— fate  of, 

766,  767. 
Delaware    Indians,  120, 162.    Towns 

destroyed  byCoL  Clarke,  of  Virginia, 

615.  Indians,  base  aStempt  by  whites 

to  destroy,  near  Banna's  Town,  606. 
Delaware  River,  armed  beats  in,  216, 

231,  264,  274,  839,  437. 
Delaware,  State  of,  letter  to  Gov.  on 

exportation  of  provisions,  frdA,  10. 

Allows  export  of  provisions,  220,  609. 
Delegates  in  Congress  to  and  from,  9, 

61,  161,  191,  361,  392,  494,  643,  711, 

722,  745. 
Delegates  in   Congress  from  Gonneeti- 
-   cut,  letter  to,  oa  Wyoming  Lands, 

111,  112. 
Denny,  David,  496. 
Depositions,  of  John  Leffertle,   387. 

Henry    O'Neill,    627.     D.    Pranlcs, 

615.    Joseph  Shoemaker,  646. 
Deserters,  6,  12,  74,  77,  96,  100,   103. 


184,  228,  988, 262,  268;  »l7,  41S,418, 

510,  623. 
Deshler,    David,    and    Chaziei,    806. 

(eommiesioaers  of  purekases.)    306, 

617,  697,  701,  711,  721. 
Detreii--a  strong  fort,  above  i 

106.  British  and  Indlaa 

at,  707. 
Deux  Points,  Ooant  4«,  letter  intra- 

duetory,  684. 
Dickinson,  €kn.  Fbiknon,  608,  M7, 

736. 
I>>Sg«>»  Dndley,  Qov.efVlrgiala. 
Distillation    of   Liqnora  from   Oraia, 

8L 
Dos,  Andrew,  appointed  eommissianer 

of  purchases  in   Flnladelpbia,  164, 

169,  412.    Applies,  as  commlarioacr, 

ll»r  sale  of  State  Island,  412. 
Dougherty  Gap.  John,  369. 
Dnane,  James,  (M.  C.)  diiSenlty  wHk 

SherifTs  ofBcer,  629,   669.    Oomndt- 
'  tee  D-.  of  Congress,  694. 
Dachas  house  to  be  ocenpied  hj  C  J. 

McKean,  684. 
Dnnean,  Btepben,  resigns  as  Jualies^ 

being  elected  to  AssemUy,  697. 
Dunlap,  GoL  31. 
Dnnlap,  Jehn,  and  J.  Bndden,  bmb»- 

rial,  208. 
Du  Portail,  Oen.  propeeala 

Sappers  and  miners,  37» 


Easton — ^muster  of  Soldiers  at,  321. 
Eckart,  Volantine,    Indian    mnrden, 

629. 
Edwards,  GoL  Thomas,  aeeount,  237. 

Militia,  288. 
Elder,  Joshua,    election  of  Jwstiees» 

101. 
Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  surprise  ef  pest 

at)  103.  Oenl.  St  Clair  at»  103. 
Ellsworth,  Oliver,  conference,  261. 
Embargo,  10,  229,  261,  263,  i9^,  93S, 

364,  432,  433,  609. 
Bnceinture,  a  good  cause  for  staying 

execution,    but   not   Judgment,   \m 

opinion  of  C.  J.  McKean,  298. 
Episcopal  Missionary  at  Carlisle,  laad 

granted  to,  becomes  toiy,  107. 
Erwin,  Capty  106w     ' 
Brwin,  Cot  Joseph,  96,  79. 
Erwin,  Robert,  126,  145. 
Espy,   David,  respecting  Justleea  !■ 

Bedford  T.  102. 
Estates  forfeited,  282. 
Estates    confiscated,    733,    734,    736. 

Letter  to  Agents,  786. 
Ethcart,  Cap.  of  Prvnefa  Yaesela^  646, 

647. 
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BTani,  ETan,  resi^iw  m  Ja8tl«6|  being 

eleeted  to  ABsembly,  597. 
Ewingi  John^  a  P«iiniu  ComiBr.  to  ron 

line  between  Virffa.|  353. 
Bzchange  on  MoniM  to  France,  391| 
•  41L 
Eyre^  Mi^or  Be^J.  G.  SohnyUdll  biidgo, 

144. 
Eyres,  CoL  of  Artillery,  111. 


Parmer,  Ool.  Lewis,  Clothier,  152,  70«. 

Fayette,  Marqnie  o^  expedition  under, 
196. 

Ferguson,  Ells' th,  petition  on  sale  of 
Estate,  4. 

Ferris,  Owen,  arms  wanted,  229. 

Finly,  Capt.,  40. 

Finnie,  Col.,  577. 

Fisher,  Maj.  Henry,  supposed  to  bo 
taken  by  boats  in  Delaware,  275. 

Fiuil»  Royal,  70,  86. 

Flonrin  Exchange  for  Salt,  3.  Scarcity 
of,  48,  51,  53,  55,  85,  86,  90,  147, 
237,  359,  39S,  402,  601.  Conreyed 
to  Enetny,  125. 

Slower,  Coi.  BeaJ.,  letters  to  and  fh>m 
Ac,  26,   110.     Cap.  Coran  rsfases 

.  obedienoe  to)  468. 

Forage,  Boareity  of,  150, 151,  163, 17-5, 
404,  606,  608.    Master,  155,  165. 

Formaa,  Darid,  382. 

Forsman,  Hagh,  697.. 

Forsyth,  Robert,  parchases,  577. 

Fort,  Allen,  286.  Armstrong,  (Kittan- 
ning,)  38,  106.  Brady's,  157.  Free- 
land's,  157.  Crawford,  77,  106.  At 
Detroit  described,  606.  Frederick, 
militi*  at,  5.  Freeland,  637.  Jen- 
kins,  29,  40,  157,  171,  563.  M  ffiin, 
599,  728.   At  Montgomery's,  29,  171. 

■  Mcintosh,  531.  Muncey,  29, 40, 157, 
166.  Pitt,  78, 109, 159,  172,  405, 441, 
478,  484,  499,  552,  554,  642,  743. 
Rice  attacked,  561.  Its  location,  567. 
attacked,  567.  Schuyler,  370.  Built 
by  Euglish  for  Shawnese,  551. 

France — guns,  standards  and  seals  or- 
dered in  Paris,  257. 

Franks,  Darid,  British  Agent,  33. 

Franks,  Daii'd  S.,  asks  investigation  of 
his  conduct  with  Arnold,  580.  Or- 
dered to  depart,  611.  Depreciation 
of  currency,  616.  Deposition,  616. 
Reason  for  not  departing,  617.  De- 
clared very  frivolous,  617. 

Frederick,  Fbrt,  5. 

Freeland,  Fort,  location  and  capture, 
157,  637. 

French  Army  at  Rhode  Island,  479. 

French  Creek,  Indian  «rarder  on,  640. 


FNneh  -fletfi  expeetocl^  15T,  9i%  S34, 
347,  350,  366.  Oif  Newport,  406. 
Off  Virginia,  414,  416,  443,  455,  604w 
Search  of  vessels  for  sailors,  403, 412. 
Cutting  masts  on  Schuylkill,  540, 
542,  543.  Correspondence  relating 
to  importation  of  m'dse  in,  645--548, 
549,  552,  571. 

French  Ministof,  (Luaeme,)  inyite*- 
Pres.  and  Council  to  dinner,  45.  Be- 
yiews  troops,  207.  Letters  to  aad 
from,  334. 

Frontiers,  58,  65,  66,  68,  78, 106, 100^ 
113,  157,  158, 170, 189,218,  246,  265, 
278,  302,  305,  348,  378, 387,  398, 405, 
408,  412,  418,471,  491,  636,  598,  640, 
728,  738,  742,  767. 

Furmftu,  Moore,  dilBculties  for  provi-^ 
sions,  money,  Ac,  143,  146. 


Galloway,  Joseph,  memorial  respecting 
estate  of,  208. 

Gamble,  James,  petitioB>  177. 

Geddes,  Capt.,  49. 

Gennan  prisoners,  848. 

German  Regiment,  166. 

Gilbert,  BenJ's,  family  taken  prisonera 
by  Indians,  213,  222,  259. 

G411espie,  George,  481. 

Gnadenhutten,  158. 

Govett,  Wm.,  and  W.  Geddes,  73. 

Gonsales,  Emanuel,  attack  on  by  In- 
dians, 551. 

Gordon,  Thomas,  282. 

Greene,  Maj.  Gen.  Nathl.,  respecting 
forage,  danger  of  horses  starving, 
Ac,  150, 151,  168,  165,380,  426,475. 

Greene,  ship  General,  sale  of,  3.  ' 

Grier,  Lieut.,  642. 

Guyho,  Cape  of  French  Tcssel,  on  im-' 
porting  m'dse,  546. 

Gunsaleye's,  Martin,  house  attacked  by 
Indians,  262. 

Gumey,  Col.  Francis,  81. 


Hackenwelder,  John,  letter,  Indians, 
deep  snow,  152.    Missionary,  211. 

Hafftt,  Henry,  Sheriff,  704,  742. 

Hale,  Thomas,  speculations  with  pub- 
lic monies,  112, 115. 

Hall,  Charles,  seizes  land  oaUed  Indian 
Town,  118.     Receipts  for  land,  194. 

Hall,  David,  and  H.  Fisher,  armed  boats 
in  Delaware  Bay,  216. 

Haller,  Henry,  83,  416,  425,  426,  430. 

Hambright,  Capt^,  370,  418. 
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HMBlltoB,  Wm.y  imprifonedy  Mks  m- 

leiMO,  591. 
Hand,  Gen.  Edward,   134.    Want  of 

men,  Ac,  136.    Gomplauis  of  d«Mr- 

tions,  184.     HiB  rank,  409.     To  on 

appoitttmenU,  426. 
Hand,  Gen.,  615. 
Hanna,  Major,  626. 
Haana's    Town,    troopf   for,   50,   66* 

Hagwine  at,  69.    Pablio  rooordt  re- 

moTod  to,  284.  BaM  attampt  to  dos- 

troy  Delaware  Indiana  near,  596. 
'  Bannnm,  OoL,  163.    To  axreat  marder- 

en  of  Mr.  Boyd,  244.    ProTiaiona, 

824. 
Harding,  Oapt,  of  ahip  Confederacy, 

oomplained  of  for  impreeaing,  643. 
Hanaar,  OoL  Joaeph,  305.    Muator  roll 

188,  ^5,  516,  587,  639,  603. 
Harria,  Capt  John,  23,  650. 
Bart,  John,  bonnty  for  aoLdiera,  im- 

patienoe,  750,  752. 
Hart,  CoL  Joaeph,  326,  327,  356,  503, 

523,  707. 
Hartford,  Convention  at,  616. 
Hay,  Lt  CoL,  10,  Ponna'a  Begt.,  240. 
Hayes,  John,  317. 
Haselwood,  John,  oondamns  pnrohaaa 

of  proTiaiona,  653. 
Haaen,  CoL  Moaea,  petition  of  offieers 

in   hia   regiment,  44.      Commanda 
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Lancaster  Co.,  State  lands  in,  30,  54, 
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James,  61.  iffcMullin,  William, 
(Agt)  282.  MoPherson,  Mi^or  W., 
617.  Mahingwegeesuoh,  769.  Man. 
agers  of  House  of  Employment, 
725,  726.  Marine  Committee  of 
Congress,  231.  Marsteller,  Colonel 
PhUip,  60,  165,  328,  362,  371, 383. 
Mason,  George,  287.  Mason,  John, 
373.  Massachusetts,  Council  o4  622. 
Matlaek,  CoL  Timethy,  60,  112,  602, 
603.  Matthews,  CoL  G.,  660.  MeU 
ehor,  CoL  Isiaac,  66.  Merchants  of 
PfaUadelphia,  266,  306,  703.  Miles, 
CoL  Sam.,  633,  600,  608,  618,  699, 
718,719.  MUitiaoffioers,266.  Mil- 
ler, Rev,  Peter,  606.  Minister  of 
France,  616.  Miralles,  Don  Juan, 
Ac,  174.  Mitchell,  John,  186,  334, 
600,  501,  716.  Montgomery,  Rev. 
Josepk,  170.  Morgan,  CoL  Jacob,  ^ 
238,  344,  868,  369,  449,  644,  694, 
702.  Morgan,  Lieut  Jacob,  273. 
Morris,  Robert*  372,  415.  Morris, 
Samuel,  699.  Morris,  Capt.  Samuel, 
31 0.  Morris,  Samuel,  (Register)  228. 
Morris,  Samuel,  jr.,  308.  Moylan, 
CoL  Stephen,  183.  Muhlenberg,  F. 
A.,  123. 

Navy  Board,  346,  653.  Nicholson, 
John,  73.  Nicola,  CoL  Lewis,  12, 
95,  100,  108,  181,  262,  316,  358,  363, 
376,  378, 389,  391, 415,  423, 469,  610, 
616,  669^682,  724,  750. 
Officers  of  Militia,  265 ;  of  Land  Offiee, 
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Lbttbrs. 
307;    to     Asiemblyi    693.      Ottar, 

i French  V.  Consul)  604. 
^ainoi  Thomas,  SI,  226,  PatCon, 
John,  602.  Peale,  Charlos  Wilson, 
810,  Penet,  P.  267.  Peters,  Bieh- 
ard,  119.  Pettit,  Charles,  104,143, 
146. 197,  211,  223,  820,  842,406,  614. 
Phila.  Co  Oommissioners,  80.  .Phila- 
Library  Co.  183.  Phila.  Merchants, 
266,  306.  Phyle  Dr.  647.  Physic, 
Edmand,  113.  Pickering,  Col.  Timo- 
thy, 499,  603,  604.  Piper,  Col.  Johi\, 
234,  278,  297,  302,  319, 849, 489,  630. 
Potter,  Gen.  James,  484,  661,  689, 
710.  Potts,  Dr.  John,  96.  Powell, 
Jeremiah,  Pros,  of  Mtt's  Bay,  264. 

•  Powell,  CoL  Leren,  767.  Presidents 
of  Council  of  C.  P.  622,  668.  Priso-  ■ 
nera  of  War  at  N.  York,  619, 620,  626. 

•  Proctor,  Col.  John,  217,  284.    Proc- 
tor, Col.  Thomas,  710.  Prothonotaries, 
County,  68.    Purchasers  of  flour,  3, 
Purviance,  Samuel,  Jr.,  644. 
Quemahoning,  Inhabitants  of  681. 
Rea,  Samuel,  213,  221,  222,  227,  269, 

-  286,  320,  386,  460, 692,  640, 683,  729. 
Beeruiting  officers,  290.  Reid,  Maj. 
James,  44.  Ror|d,  Capt.  (French) 
046.  Reynolds,  Tfohn,  690.  Rice, 
Patrick,  33.  Riche,  Mrs.  Anne,  141, 
Rlsberg,  Gustavns,  210.  Rittenhouse, 
David,  667,  662.  Roach,  Isaac,  264, 
339.  Roberdeau,  Gen.  Daniel  6. 
Roberts,  Jehu,  296.  Rodney,  Qor. 
of  Del.  10.  Rowan,  William,  23. 
Ryan,  Lt  Col.   Michael,  371,  682, 

•  656. 

St.  Olair,  G«n.  Arthur,  168, 874,  897, 
616,  637,  669,  672,  690,691,  701,721, 
723.  Schott,  Cap.  John  Paul,  24. 
Scott  Hon.  Thomas,  63, 280,  669, 713. 
Scott,  Col.  William  366,  879,  382, 
408,    434,    624,    631,    628.      Scull, 

•  Major  Edward  368,666.    Scull,  Wil- 

•  liam,  94.Sear]e,  James,  616,  532.  Ser- 
geant, Jona.  D.  6,  498,  613.  Ship- 
pen,  Joseph  Jr.  200.  Shtppen,  Dr.. 
William,  643.  Smith,  Mr.  311.  Smith, 
Lt.  Col.  Abraham,  443,  491.  622. 
Smith,  Col.  George,  52.  Smith, CoL 
Matthew,  23,  249,  417,  618,  601. 
Smith,  Richard,  740.  Smith,  Lt. 
Robert  465,  635.  Smith,  Thomas, 
113.  Smith,  William,  416.  Steel, 
Archibald,  21.  Steuben,  Baron,  270. 
Stevenson,  George,  60,  107,  141. 
Stewart,  Charles,  698.  Stiles,  Joseph, 
139.  Stroud,  Col.  Jacob,  9,  176,  188. 
Swaine,  Francis,  34,76,  117,  428,  431, 
433. 

Thomson,  Charles  660.    Thompson, 


Letters. 
John,  413.    Treacurere,  Coiiai7,M. 
Treasury,  tJ.  8.  92,  186. 
Unirersity  ot  Pennaa.  246, 643. 
Van  Campen,  John,  268, 683.  Fsa- 
kemp,  John,  661.    Yanderes,  Mb, 

-  Jr.  694.     Virginia  Cominiairacn, 
91. 

Wade,  Franeis.274.  Wadswortl^66lL 
Jeremiah,  206.  Wagon  maiten,  444, 
447.  Wall,  George  178.  WalD,Niebo. 
lus,  81, 100.  Washington,  Gen-Qeorge, 
36,  36,  43,  48,  64,  70,  74, 7&,  117, 
128,  146,  166,163, 180, 193,214,240, 
267,  292,  312,  314, 338, 339, 354.3(1, 
373,  377,  414,  470,474,4«14«i5!i, 
677,  698,  682,  687.  WatU,  CoL  Fred, 
eriok,  668.  Wayne,  Gen.  Aatbooj 
460,  461,  5S7,  693,  680.  Writnl, 
John,  602.     Weltner,  Oot.LBsd,4(l, 

67,  62,  161,  U71,  233.341.  Wot, 
William,  Jr.  631.  Westnocdud, 
RepresentatiTes,  709.  Wbsrton, 
James,  766.  Wilkinson,  Jsm«  C.  0. 
269.  WUl,  WUUam,  638.  Wiikt, 
Angustin,  306.   Williams,  BcusUer, 

68.  Wilson,  Jame6,641,  542.  Vim, 
Christian,  187,  192,  304,  311,  32B, 
898,  676,  602,  632,  663,  668.  Wit- 
man,  Adam,  120,  264, 303,741Wp. 
koop,  Henry,  667,  672. 

York,  Co.  Lieat8.of.  444. 

Ziegler,  Cap.  David,  69,  209.   Zds- 

berger,  David,  168.  . 

Lewis,  William,  to  defend  a  sail,  331 

236. 
Library  Co.  Phila.,  books  trrirsd  li 

N.  York,  183. 
Lieutenants,  72,  463,  476,  619. 
Lindsay,  Dr.  Alexander,  618. 
Livingston,    Gov.   William,  of  Kev 

Jersey,  139,  314,  676,  624,634,436^ 

648. 
Loan,  authorized  by  Assembly,  7, 376. 
Loan  offiee  at  Lebanon,  61. 
Lochry,  Col.  Archibald,  lettento  ud 

fh>m,  Ao.,  42,  60,  66.  66,  6J,  77, 109, 

282,  290,  318,  406,  618. 
Long,  Andrew,  petition,  548. 
Lnierne,  Chevalier  de  la,  reeepiioa  of 

by  Congress,  as  French  minister,  9. 

Letters,  334,  368,  448,  640,  543, 609, 

614,  628. 
Lutheran,  (German)  eongregation  *i 

Lebanon,    an  old  dispute   aaoss; 

123. 
Lnti,    Nicholas,    appointed  eomnis- 

sipner  of  purchases  in  Berks  Co-> 

201,  301,   313,  342,  366,  367,  399, 

417,  438,  474. 
Lyndermood,  Col.  Michael,  230, 273. 
Lyon,  Samuel,  439, 715. 
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MeCidtBieri  Col.  Biohftrd,  letter  ttom, 
16. 

MeCaUa,  William,  fines,  212,  55r»  661. 

MoOlean,  Arohibftld,  letters  to  C.  J. 
MeKean,  on  foal  prsetioe8|14.  To  A 
from,  127, 146.    New  state,  2  80. 

HeClenachan,  Blair,  notice  to,  respect- 
ing sale  of  Ship  Gen.  Greene,  8. 

MoOleery,  William,  584. 

MoElhatton,  Cap.  instmotions  to,  S65. 

McElroy,  Arobibald,  commands  a  Bat- 
talion, 328,  326. 

MoFarlen,  Lient  694. 

McGowan,  Capt.  209. 

McGotre,  Matthew,  applies  for  money 

■  for  Pennsylrania  Line,  766. 

Melntyro,  Oapt.  40,  106. 

JfoKean,  Thomas,  C.  J.  letters,  14, 
178,234, 298,  X30,  403,  607,  649,  650, 
667.  Bailing  of  Griswold,  Ac.,  649, 
650.  Statement  of  attorney  Gen. 
666.  Correspondence  with  Pros. 
Beed,  on  bailing  Griswold,  649, — 651, 
654,  666.  Tl^ooonpy  Dachas  house, 
685. 

MeKiaii^y,  Darid,  resigns  ae  Jnstioe, 
to  enter  Assembly,  697. 

McLane,  Captain,  clothing,  66. 

IfcLane,  Cap.  Allen,  applies  for  an 
appointment)  258. 

McLene,  James,  taxes,  61. 

MeMnllen,  William,  282. 

HoPberson,  Msjor  W.  applicatioii  for 
adoption  into  the  state,  617. 

Haclay,  William,  respecting  Indians, 
156,  172.     ^ 

Hadison,  James,  a  Virginia  commis- 
sioner, to  ran  Hne  between  Penn- 
syWaniay  368. 

Magistrates,  conduct  iowuds  Soldiers, 
complained  of,  891. 

Marine  committee  of  congress,  231. 

Marsteller,  Col.  Philip,  respooting  floor, 
61.  Forage  master,  155,  328,  362. 
371,  883. 

Maryland — Qovr.  Lee's,  letters,  on  Em- 
bargo, 329,  354,  432,  433.  Signs, 
articles  of  eoafederation,  749,  761. 
Conysention,  prisoners  to  be  removed 
fkrom,  to  Pennsylvania,  763. 

Mason,  and  Dixon's,  line  to  be  extended 
to  fix  bonndary,  between  Tirgtnia, 
and  Pennsylvania,  353,  570. 

Mason,  George,  declines  building  m 
house,  his  reasons,  267. 

Mason,  John,  militia,  373, 

Massachusetts,  Troops,  44.  Letter  to 
■  Pres.  Powell,  of,  254.  Asks  pro- 
Tiaions,  622. 


Masts,  for  French  fleet,  being  out  on 
Schuylkill,  545,  548,  549,  552,  578. 

Matthews,  Col.  George,  on  behalf  of 
prisoners  of  war,  at  New  York, 
660. 

Matlack,  Col.  Timothy,  letter,  60. 

Mease,  James,  Clothier,  639. 

Medicines,  list  of  for  army,  619. 

Melohor,  Col.  Isaac,  65. 

Melsbeimer,  Mr.  a  British  oh^Iain^ 
recommended,  123. 

Memorials — B.  Flower  to  Assembly, 
27.  Of  Hazen's  RegL  to  Gen.  W. 
respecting  Canad.  Reg.  17.  Of  Dun- 
lap  and  Bttdden,  208.  Of  ^officers 
of  militia,  264. 

Menonisis  of  Lancaster  Co.,  hay« 
many  cattle,  329. 

MercbanU  of  Philadelphia,  letter  tft 
on  Embargo,  266.    Aid,  704. 

Methodists,  persecuted  by  a  magistrate, 
who  considbrs  them  Tories,  740. 

Miles,  CoL  Samuel,  appointed  dep.  Q. 
M.  by  T.  Pickering,  499,  633,  600, 
608,  618.  Applies  for  authority  to 
cut  wood  for  soldiers,  orer  Schuyl- 
killi  618.  Furnish  a  horse,  699. 
Quarters  for  soldiers  in  Philadelphia, 
718,719. 

Military  Trophies,  to  be  coUeoted  by 
order  of  Congress,  68.  ' 

Militia,  5,  16,  21,  26,  27,  39, 60,  52,  62, 
68,69,96,  103,109,  119,  120,  149, 
189,  207, 243, 250, 264,  265,  268, 270, 
271,  292,  293,  305,  309,  315,  321, 
333,  337,  338,  344,  351,  374,  376, 
378,  382,  386,389,  401,  443,  454, 
484,  491,  603,  607,  609,  631,  635, 
549,623,  633,  640,  645,667. 

Miller,  Rev.  Peter,  intercedes  for  John 
Bein,  606. 

Minister  of  France,  French  Sqnadron, 
expected,  calls  for  American  troops, 
promised,  334.  Asks  Pres.  and 
Council  to  dinner,  45,  609.  AiFairt 
ofMr.  Holker,  614,  628. 

Miralles,  Don  Juan  De,  asks  permis- 
sion to  ship  flour,  174*  Dies,  228. 
Wiil  defectire,  228. 

Mitchell,  Col.  John,  money  for  Schuyl- 
kill Bridge,  187.  Horses,  334.  Com- 
mand  at  Wyoming,  716,  721.  On 
militia,  500,  601. 

Money,  Scarcity  of,  133.  Rate  of,  302, 
304.  Depreciation,  350,  383,  385, 
696. 

Montgomery's  fert,  29,  171. 

Montgomery,  Revd.  Joseph,  respecting 
Frontiers,  170. 

Moore,  Cap.  resigns,  288. 

Moorhead,  Cap.  of  Indep.  Co.,  78»  . 

MoraTians,  661. 
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U^TwsfiMM,  Indin  Towaf^  geBoal  war 

expected,  766. 
MordeOf  Balph,  eonvioted  of  Treaeon^ 

letter,  C.  J.  McK.  respecting,  &S7. 
Morgan,  Gol.,  Q.  M.  G.,  84. 
Morgan,  Lt  Jacob,  respeoting  militU 

of    Berkfl    Co.,    278,    346.     Provi. 

flions,  344.     MiliU%  S69,  645,  666. 
Morgan,  CoL  Jacob,    Indiana    armi» 

288.    Appointed  for  PhUada.,  449» 

552,  594,  702. 
Vorria,  Robert^  anna  foe  State,  873» 

416. 
Morris,    Capt.    Bamnel,    818*     Ug^i 

borae  ordered  onty  699. 
Morris,  Samuel,  Jr.,  troops,  80& 
Morris^    Samnel,    iUgister,  Miralle^ 

will  dci^ctlre,  228. 
Mjonriatown,  Enemy  marehing  for,  366. 

Penna.  Volnnteeca  at,  894. 
lloylan's  Regiment,  Retom  o^  129. 

Retnmi    of    4lb    Reglment>    183. 

Wbioh  be  oontmende,  184.     Qoing 

to  Lanoaater  Co.,  606. 
Mud  Island  fortifioattons,  599.    Azmi 

to  be  retmrned,  728. 
Mnblenberg,    F.    A.,   recommenda  a 

Britiab  Cbaplain,  128. 
Mnncy,  Fort,  29,  40. 157,  166^ 
Mnsser,   Jobn,   pucebasea   Conastoga 

mano^  30,  54,  56, 118, 195. 


Nanearrow,  Mc,  on  air  ftimaaas,  466. 

Nantucket  in  want  of  proriaions,  622. 

Nnvy,  American,  sale  of  abip  Gen. 
Greene,  3.  J.  Gamble  applies  to  be 
reoeired  into,  177.  To  be  fitted  for 
sea,  273,  277.  Galley  oAeara  to  be 
dtaobarged,  728. 

KaTy  Board,  letters,  848,  652.  Sale  of 
negroes,  346.    Iron  ballast,  562. 

ITaTy,  Briiasb,  63,  77,  106,  181,  832, 

Nary,'  Freneb,  fleet,  261,  312,  842^ 
Squadron  expected,  834. 

Negroes,  sale  of,  belonging  to  conti- 
nental sloop  of  War  Florida,  346. 

Newark,  N.  J.,  surprise  of  post  at, 
103. 

New  Jersey,  letters  to  and  from  Gor., 
68, 139,  814,  576,  624,  634,  637.  Col. 
Bond  of,  attacka  a  party  of  tories  at 
Del.  Water  Gap,  259.  Enemy  near 
Springfield,  808.  GenL  Knypkan- 
sen  in,  312.  Enemy  at  BUaabetb*. 
town  point,  314.  Enemy  leaves,  861. 
Army  marches  from  Parkness  ta 
King's  ferry,  489.    Toriee,  637. 

Newport,  R.  X,  fiour.  sent  to,  126b 
French  fleet  arrlTC  off,  406. 


Niee,  Cap.,  promoted^  615. 

Nicholson,  John,  73. 

Nicola,  Col.  Lewis,  letters,  12,  77.  96, 
100, 108, 181, 262, 316, 368,  3«S»  37% 
378,  389, 391,  415, 469, 510,  616,  724, 
760.  Instraction,  422.  Owraipan- 
dence  on  reeniitMig*  669-682. 

New  York  and  Vemoipt,  eonlrtifetsj, 
88.  Letter  Got.  Geo.  Clinton,  Itt, 
179.  British  fleet  at»  330.  lU  trenU 
ment  of  prisoners  a;^  <(1A>  820,  660, 
663,  664.  PioYisiona  for,  621,  626w 
Inteieonrse  of  toriea  with,  636. 

Northampton  Ca,  Indiaaa  in,  238^ 
500.  Commr.  ofpnjwhsaaa,  300»  317. 
Petition  from,  387. 

North  Carolina,  latter  to  Gov.  Gm- 
well  respeoting  a  pciaoaor,  101. 

Northum|ierland  Co^  nwok  axpooed, 
88.  Troops,  97.  Condition  •(  lU, 
157,  167,  249,  668.  Seaivitj  eCpco. 
Tisions  at,  276.  Conneii  a;^  defamd 
on  aooount  of  trial  of  F.  Hnpkinaan, 
668. 

NoriJi,  CoL  Caleb,  610. 


Oatk  to  ba  takoA  by  Soldiai%  29L 
By  scTeral  young  men,  333>. 

Officers  petition  for  proTiaionsb  8,  36^ 
46,  67,  111,  290^  389,  410,  6U,  UX 
569,  599,  610.  Appointaaenta,  290, 
310,  607.  At  Fort  Pitt^  miaandetw 
standing  between,  406h  And  piiaa* 
nera  of  war  in  charge  of  T.  BrndfM 
Comm'y,93.  Namea  of  Cola,  of  Bat- 
talions, 111.  Raspaetang  elothins^ 
petition,  17,  116.  Congresa  roeom- 
nwnd  saapeoding  nppointaMnia  eC 
141^206.  Rank  of;  168,  400.  Dwiy 
of  CoL,  154.  Sells  clo4hiiifr  101, 162; 
166.  Sorgeans  propoaa  resigning 
168.  Clothing  for,  of  hooted  and 
medioal  staff,  185.  Pay  too  small^ 
207,  722.  Rank,  232,  238,  720. 
Promotiona,  245,  24%  264,  616.  Me- 
morial of  PennsylyaAia  XJne^  204, 
265.  Raenuliagin8teaatiaQata,200. 
Petition  of  oflloera  in  fikrar  of  paiao- 
ner8,610.  Rank  of  G^ramarainthe 
fleld,  636.  Captured,  petilian  in  la- 
Tor  of,  610.  In  lavor  of  priaoners  at 
New  Tork,  619,  620.  Tb  AssemUy,. 
698.  Galley  offioeza  ta  ba  diachaigad, 
728. 

O'Neil,  Henry,  deposition 
Attack  of  Indians,  627. 

Opinions,  J.  D.  Sergeant,  on  eono 
taxable  property,  40.  NiekolaaWalm 
on  do.,  81.  CommisaiDnfTa  of  PUln* 
delphU  Co.,  80.  Of  Jamea  Riddle^ 
130.   J.  D.  Sergeant  on  British  Com- 
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ttlssioM  to  Cndson ,  395.  OfJvdges 
of  Soprema  Court  on  search  of  Tea- 
sels for  French  sailors,  403,  412.    J. 

.  O.  Sergeant  on  right  of  Marshal  to 
sell  in  certain  oases,  498. 

(Msta,  GeneiBl,  from  Head  Qaartere, 
690. 

Oster,  Monc,  ease  of,  890.  Asks  past 
for  French  Yeasols,  604^ 

Ottendorl^  MiQor,  corps  commanded  hj, 


Paine,  Thomas,  resolviionB  of  Asembly, 
226. 

Papley,  Cap.,  97. 

Patton,  John,  casta  iron  shot,  502. 

Pazton,  Upper,  diffiealtj  respecting 
election  of  Justices,  101. 

Peale,  Charles  Wilson,  presents  a  por- 
trait  of  Prest.  Wharton,  819. 

PeonlatlenB,  74. 

Peirt»  Bei^amia,  fhmilj  taken  priflo- 
nen,  213,  222. 

Penet,  P.,  agent  in  France,  Aneei,  flag 
and  seal,  267. 

Penn,  John,  roeelTea  papers  of  Secre- 
tary's olBee,  200. 

PnBHBTLTAinA. 

Boundary  between,    and   Ytrginia, 
46,  66,  68,  91,  191,  286,  362,  488» 
616,  670,  718,  744,  746. 
Lands  belonging  to,  66,  91. 
Troops  snrprised  at  Eliiabathtown 

.  and  Newark,  103.  Drafts  for  money 
by  Congress,  104,  122, 197,  262,  266, 
820,  342,  402,  492.  Retnms  of 
Troops,  110,  111.  Demand  on  Ed- 
mnad  Physic  for  books,  records,  ^c.', 
respecting  proprietary  Bstatee  now 
rested  in,  113. 

Lands  seised  in  Manor  T.  Lancaster 
Oonnty  said  to  hare  been  pnrehased 
by  Mr.  Penn  at  Fort  Btanwix,  118. 
Soldiers  of,  in  Moylan's  Reg't  128. 
CoL   Moylan  commends  4th  Regi- 

.  mentoflightDrMoons,  184.  Acconnt 
of  Taxes  from  Measurer  XJ.  S.,  186. 
XntmsioBe  by  Virginia,  191.  Retom 
of  Troops  under  (>en.  St.  Clair,  220. 
CoL  Hay  of  141th  Regiment,  240. 
Capt.  Alexander  of  7th  Regiment^ 
248.  Loan  of  field  pieces,  263.  Qao- 
tas  of  10  miUiens,  266.  Onns,  Stand- 
ard* M  Seal  ordered  in  France  by 
Agent  Penet,  267.  State  of  Pena 
Regiments,  271.  A  loan  anthorizod 
by  Ass'y,  276.  Kew  State  proposed, 
280.  Call  for  Militia,  294,  306. 
Qttota  of  prorisione,  294.  Agreement 
between  Virga.  M  Penn*.  on  bonhd- 


ary  question,  852,  570.    Oomrnise'rs 
on,  868,  669.   Embargo,  10, 229,  261, 
268,  266,  838,  354,  433,  462,  609. 
Congreealhrnish  Bxohange  on  min- 
ister to  France,  391.    Money  asked 
of  Congress,  892,  896.  Volunteers  at 
Morristown,  894.     Asks  a  Bill  of 
Exchange  ft>om  French  Council,  897. 
James  Sowle  sent  to  France  as  Agent 
to  procure  Loan,  Ac,  399,  614,  632. 
Pres.  Reed  complains  against  Com- 
mittee of    Congress — statement   of 
facts,  420.  Too  great  a  dependence  on 
for  supplies,  426.    President  Reed's 
statement  to  Congress  of  State  pro- 
ceedings and  demands  on  her  from    ' 
first  to  last,  468-468.    Quota  of  sup- 
plies  demanded   by  Committee  of 
Congress,  472.    Virga.  confirms  line 
run  in  1779,  488,  616,  683,  713,  744, 
746.    To  draw  in  Continental  bills 
by  taxes,  634.    Rank  of  Goremors 
in  the  field,  636.    Loan  oflice  certifi- 
oates  for  bills  of  Exchange  to  be  sold, 
666.    Congress  call  for  cattle,  666, 
660.     Rerolt  of  Penna.  Line,  603, 
718,  721,  722, 723, 724,  729, 731, 734, 
736, 737, 744, 761.  Thos.  Smith  A  Rd. 
Baohe,  appointed  by  Congress  to  Ago. 
BiQs,  636,  639.    Proprietary  lots  of, 
wrong  opinion  respecting,  636.    Re- 
tnms   of   Artillery  under    Oeneral 
Wayne,  647.  Names  of  oflleers  under 
Ooremroent  asked  for,  668.  State  of 
Treasury,  667, 662.    State  of  account 
with  Congress,  694.  Names  of  offleert 
in  Cap.  Porter  and  Simons  Compa- 
nies, 696.  Troops  of  Penna.  Line  to 
Join  Army  in  Virga.,  737.    Against 
bringing    ConrenUon   prisoners  to, 
746.     Assembly  grant   mon^y   for 
raising  troops,  752.    Resolution  of 
Congress  resneoting  conrention  pri- 
soners from  Maryland  and  Virginia 
to,  763, 767,  768.   Resolution  of  Con- 
gress calling  in  Continental  mon^ 
oomm'ee  of  Assembly,  757.  Estimate 
of  expense  of  conrention  prisoners 
to  the  State,  758.    Estimate  of  sums 
necessary  fbr  payment  of  bounties  to 
(General  OflBoers,  Ac,  758.   Col.  Proc- 
tor and  others  daim  Hog  Islandf 
730,  784,  780. 
Pennsylrania  Line,  rerolt  of,  603,  71 8, 
721,  724.  729,  731, 734,  786, 737,  744, 
761.     Memorial  of  officers  of,  264. 
Answer  to,  266^    Thanks  of  Presi- 
dent, 266.  Respecting,  003. 
Peters,  Rer.  Riehard,  claim  for  UniB, 

60. 
Petitions,  Elisabeth  Ferguson,  on  sate 
of  estate,   4.  Cap.  Irwin,  8.    Cfficers 
in  CoL  Haaen's  Regiment^  44.    Lt. 
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W.  Huston,  153.  Of  inhabitute  of 
Northampton  Co.,  387.  Androw  Long, 
648.  Jamei  Rowan,  673.  Officers 
in  behalf  of  the  prisonen  at  New 
York,  6U. 

Petttt»  Charles,  letten  to  and  from,  104, 
143,  146,  342,  4^,  614.  Defendants 
on  State,  197,  211,  223,  224,  320, 
614. 

Pbilada.— Dinner  by  French  minister 
to  Pros,  and  Council,  45.  Barracks 
in  nsed  by  U.  S.  oat  of  repair,  61. 
Troops  expected  for  qnarters,  65. 
Letter  of  Comm'rs  to  Conncil  on  con- 
cealing property  from  Taxation,  80, 
81.  Commissioner's  letter  on  Taxes. 
80.  Wardens  to  remove  watch  from 
Conrt  house  to  gnard  prison,  117. 
Schuylkill  Bridge  secured,  repairs 
to,  144, 186.  Andrew  Dos  appointed 
Comm'r  of  purchases  in,  154,  164. 
Barracks,  61,  161.  Library  Co.  ask 
to  bring  4>ooks  from  N.  Xork,  183. 
City  Battalions,  309.  Patrols  of 
Light  horse,  310.  Forage  yard  in, 
811.  Sheriff's  oflSce,  321.  Embargo, 
330.  Quantity  of  Salt  on  hand,  85. 
Prize  brought  into,  262.  President 
to  Merch'ts  on  Embargo,  266.  Wash- 
ington, Ac.  commends  patriotic  spirit 
of  the  Ladies,  861,  384.  Taxes,  881, 
City  Light  horse  to  march,  470. 
Amount  raised  by  Ladies  of— letter 
Pros.  Reed  toOen.  Washington,  471. 
Mrs.  Washington  on  her  way  to 
City,  471.  Of  N.  Rowan  as  Vendue 
Master,  573.  Sketch  of  duty  of  a 
police  officer  in,  682.  Frauds  at 
grate  of  the  gaol,  601.  Merchants 
of,  rejeet  application  of  Pres.  for  aid, 
704.  Quarters  for  Soldiers  in,  718, 
719.  Prisoners  in  Qaol,  723.  Sick 
Prisoners  in  House  of  Employ- 
ment, 725.  Board  of  War  apply  for 
nse  west  wing  of  State  House,  727. 

Philadelphia  Library  Co.,  ask  to  bring 
books  from  New  York,  183. 

Philips,  Cap.,  and  11  men  killed  by 
Indians  in  Bedford  Co.,  488. 

Phyle,  Doctor,  on  merchandise  in 
French  vessels,  547. 

Physic,  Edmund,  demand  for  the  pub- 
lic books,  respecting  proprietary 
estates,  113. 

Pickering,  Timothy,  appoints  Col.  Sam- 
uel Miles  Daputy  Quarter  Master, 
499,  503. 

Piper,  Col.  John,  235,  278,  297,  302, 
319,  349,  488,  530. 

Pittsburg,  Delaware  Indians  at,  22. 
Troops  thrown  into  private  dwellings 
at,  by  CoL  Brodbead,  22,  119,  120. 


Fori  Pitt,  a  ««novs  eoBMtn,  44t. 
Oanrison  in  distress^  5M. 

Portar,  Cap.,  57. 

Potter,  Gov.  James,  484,  Ml,  56T,  i89, 
699,  710. 

Potts,  Dr.  John,  letter  to  on  ClotliiB|^ 
96. 

Powder,  seareity  of,  434,  442. 

Powell,  Jeremiah,  PrecideBt  of  Maasa- 
ohusetts.  prisoner  eairiod  inte,  SM. 

Powell,  CoL  Leven,  letter  from  Ksn- 
tucky,  766. 

President  and  Conneil  hare  power  lo 
discharge  Soldien,  110. 

Prisoners,  5,  43,  93, 157,  163,  IM,  188, 
191,  343, 368, 555,  723,  725, 726, 745, 
753.  Of  War  at  New  York,  distress 
of,  619,  620,  660,  663.  Provisioa% 
620.  Rogwlalions  reapooting  S«p- 
piies,  626.  The  CouTontion,  to  ba 
removed  flrom  Maryland  aad  Vir- 
gini%  to  Yorktown  aad  Laacastct^ 
753. 

Privateers,  commissions  for,  603. 

Prises  and  prise  money,  362. 

Proclamations,  respecting  Virginia 
boandary,  63.  Of  Congress  for  a 
Fast,  130.  For  approhending  J.  M 
R.  Smith  mnrdorors  of  Mr.  Boy^ 
244. 

Proctor,  Col.  John,  193,  217,  253,  7U, 
716. 

Proctor,  Col.  Thomas,  letters,  43,  57, 
76,  193.  Claims  flog  laland,  736, 
734,  760. 

Prothonotaries,  Govnty,  58. 

ProvUions,  8,  48,  55,  66,  69,  70,  74, 75, 
85,  86,  90,  94,  97, 146,  178,  198,  240, 
248;  251,  255,  260, 277,  285, 295, 366, 
301,  305.    Great  seareity  In  Aimj, 

•  122, 132,  260.  Places  of  deposit,  17^ 
260,  270,  287, 313,  817,  325, 328^  336, 
342,  354,  362,  364,  367,  371, 379,382, 
883,  399, 425,  430,  482,  438, 439, 441, 
458,  471,  475, 477,  479,  480,485, 494, 
505,  615,  522,  525, 526,  539, 548, 550, 
558,  560,  565.  Qnota  of  anppBcs 
demanded  of  all  the  States,  472,572, 
601, 603^  611,  629, 635, 652, 653, 661, 
697,  719,  720,  739.  Bendesvons  for, 
720.  Estimate  of,  necessary  at  diffa- 
rent  poets,  63L 

Purchasers  of  floor,  to  exohiBge  for 
Salt,  3,  5L 

Purdie^  CoL  562,  567. 

Purvianoe,  Samuel,  Jr.,  oomplaiat  of 
conduct  of  seamen  on  Delaware^  644. 


QuemahoQing,  T.,  petition  ftom,  letter 
CoL  Pipeiv  answer  to^  630. 
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Raoeoon  Creek,  Indians  attaok  a  Sugar 
Camp  on,  140,  159. 

Rawlings,  CoL,  5,  38. 

Rea,  Samuel,  attaok  of  Indians  on  Gil- 
bert and  Piert,  221.  Savages,  222, 
227.  Tories  at  Water  Gap,  259. 
Militia,  Indiaiss,  286,  560.  Troops, 
320,  386,  692,  640,  688,  729. 

Reading,  prisoners,  and  soarcitj  of  pro- 
Tiaions  at,  425. 

Reasons  for  not  building  a  house,  287. 

Records,  public,  818. 

Reernittng,  72,  351,  363,  368,  382,  422, 
437,  439,  669, 682,  730,  732,  744,  745, 
758. 

Reed,  Pres't  Joseph,  letter  to  Congress 
on  dispensing  with  part  of  the  sen- 
tence of  Court  Martial  respecting 
Gen.  Amdid,  99.  Letter  to  Nicholas 
Wain  on  oppressive  execution  of  Law, 
106.  On  power  with  Council  to  dis- 
charge soldiers,  110.  Gen.  Brod- 
head  proposes  a  purchase  of  manor 
lands,  120.  President  declines  being 
concerned,  150.    Thanks  to  officers 

•  of  militia,  265.  Asks  meeting  of 
Merchants,  266.  [See  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive  CounciL] 

Reed,  Major,  116. 

Rein,  John,  606. 

Resignations,  597,  612. 

Resolutions  of  Congress,  86,  142, 173, 
175,  185,  195,  255,  266,  261,  272, 
285,  332,  346,  352,  391,  448,  519,  520, 
*  653,  603,  629,  635,  649,  687,  699, 
700,  724,  737,  749, 753, 761.  Assem- 
biy,  8,  14,  21, 276,  669, 570,  646,  657, 
685,  728,  729, 788, 784,  736,  788, 739, 
751, 752, 759,  761.  General  Assembly 
of  Virginia  respecting  western  boun- 
dary, d52.     Of  Council,  608. 

Revol,  Capt,  of  French  vessel  on  im- 
port merchandise,  646,  647. 

Reynolds,  John,  frauds  at  the  grate  of 

•     the  gaol,  690. 

Rice,  Capt.,  161,  162. 

Rice,  Fort,  attacked  by  Indians,  661. 
Where  located,  667.    Attacked,  667. 

Riee,  Patrick,  letter,  83. 

•Riche,  Mrs.  Anne,  {.ass  to  New  York 

-  refused,  141. 

Ried,  James  R.,  ^.,  45. 

•Risberg,  Gustavus,  flour  wanted,  200. 

iRittenhouse,  David,  a*  Pennsylvania 
Commissioner  to  run  line  between 
Virginia,  863.  State  of  Treasury, 
657,  662. 

•Roach,  Isaac,  boats  in  Delaware  Bay, 

-  254.    Prisoners  taken  by,.  389. 
•Roberdeau,  Gea.  Dan.,  claims  payment 

for  lead,  6. 


Roberts,  Jehu,  respecting   Estate  of 

John  R.,  296. 
Rodney,  Gov.,  of  Delaware,  letter  to,  10. 
Rowan,  James,  petition  to  be  Vendue 

piaster,  673. 
Rowan,  William,  Sheriff,  instructiont 

respecting  executions,  23. 
Ryan,  Lt  Col.,  his  pay,  656. 
Ryan,  Capt.  Michael,  371,  682. 


Bt,  Clair,  Gen.  Arthur,  76,  103,  168, 
297,  374,  397,  615,  637,  608,  670, 
671,  672,  673,  674,  676,  676,  678, 
680,  690.  At  Elizabethtown^  103. 
Return  of  Pennsylvania  troops  under 
him,  220.  Unsuccessful  with  the 
mutineers,.  701,  721,  723. 

Sailors  elope  from  French  vessels,  347, 

.    850,366. 

Salt,  scarcity  of,  4,  18,  24,  28,' 84,  86. 

flappers  and  Miners  Co.  proposed,  37. 

Scalps,  premiums,  Ac.  offered  for  In- 
dian, 167,  172,  176,  189,  288,  301» 
369,  393,  668,  692. 

Schott,  CapL  John  Paul,  letter  and 
history  of,  24,  163, 161. 

Schuyler,  Fort,  J70. 

Schujlkill  Bridge  -secured,  repairs  to, 
144,  186.    Men  engaged  in  cutting 

.  masta,  on,  for  French  fleet,  649. 
Order  of  Monsieur  Holker,  640>643 
650,  571.  Wood,  US.  Toll  at 
Bridge,  618. 

Schuylkill,  Little,  murders  by  Indians, 
629,  532. 

Scott,  Thomas,  63,  81,  280,  713. 

Scott,  WilUam,  866,  370,  382,  408,  444, 
524,  531,  623. 

.ScuU,  Mi^or  Edward,  369,  655. 

Scull,  Nicholas,  Surveyor  General,  96, 

ScuU,  William,  Surveyor  applies,  94. 

Seals  representing  the  Aj-ms  of  the 
State  ordered  in  Paris,  357. 

Searle,  James,  agent  to  Europe  for 
loans,  Ac,  introduced  to  John  Adams^ 
399.  Letter  at  sea,  514*  FromBrest, 
532.    To  be  sustained,  625. 

Selin,  Capt.,  163,  161,  171. 

Sergeant,  Jonathan  D.,  letter  to  and 
f^om,  6.  Opinion  on  concealing  tax- 
able property,  49,  803.  On  Briiish 
Commissions  to  cruisers,  895.  Sab  of 
articles,  498.  Resigns  as  Attorney 
General,  612.  Form  of  Commission, 
613. 

Servants  inlisted  to  be  paid  for,  730. 

Shinn,  BertUss,  (a  suspicions  person,) 
638. 

Shippen,  Joseph,  Jr.,  bookr  and  papers 
belonging  to  Secretary's  office,  200. 
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SfainMBy  Dr.  Wilttim,  iMbnrea  on  As- 
atomj,  643. 

J9^o6iii»keri  Joseph^  deporition  of,  64^ 

8tanwder,  Ospt,  161. 

BUverj,  act  for  abolishing  paned,  720. 

flmifcllinkn,  Tho't»  purebMee  iBlaod  be- 
low Fori  Pitt,  6M. 

Bmith,  Col.  Abrabam,  443,  491,  538. 

Bmtth,  OoL  Oeorge,  respeotiag  bounty 
52. 

Smith,  Col.  Matthew,  on  Indian  mnr- 
ders,  23,  249,  376,  417,  613,  671. 

Smith,  Richard,  eomplains  of  a  magii- 
trate,  inimicial  to  the  Motfaodiiti^ 
740. 

Bmith,  Lt  OoL  Bob«irt,  mllllia  fines, 
53\ 

Smith,  Thomag,  on  state  of  frontiert, 
proposes  mode  of  defenoe,  114.  Ap- 
pointed by  OoBgress  to  sign  bills, 

.     635,636. 

Smith,  William,  mnskets  aniyed,  415. 

Snowden,  Isaao,  Treasurer,  567. 

Snows,  deep  on  mountains,  120,  152, 
156. 

jioldiers,  oath  tobe  taken,  291.  Raised 
bj  snbscription,  689.    Pay  of,  739. 

Spies,  598. 

Springfield,  N.  J.,  enemy  near,  308. 

Standard  ordered  in  France,  267. 

•  Steele,  Arohib'd,  letter  to,  41. 

Steelman,  James,  634,  648. 

Bterenson,  Geo.,  Letters  to  and  firom, 
50, 107,  141.  Lays  claim  to  town 
land  in  York,  732. 

Steuben,  Baron,  military  plans  of,  225, 
270,  642. 

Stewart,  Charles,  prorisions,  678,  698. 

Stiles,  Joseph,  repairs  of  arms,  139. 

fittrling,  Lord,  314,  696. 

Stokeley,  Cap.,  210. 

Stroad,  OoL,  Jacob,  respeeting  batta- 

.    lion,  9.    Indians,  176, 188. 

Snlliran,  Gen.,  is  complained  of  for 
making  appointments,  425. 

Sunbnry,  floor  ordered  to,  310.  Mar- 
ders  by  Indians,  341.  German  bat- 
talion called  fhmi,  474.  Inc&un 
mnrdera  near,  518,  529.  Distress  of, 
611. 

Supum  ExicviTTB  OomroR.. 
AetlT-e,  agents  of  sloop,  209.  Adams, 
John,  899,  563.  Admiralty,  542. 
Agents  for  oonflseated  estates,  785, 
760.  Allen,  Ira,  88.  Amberson, 
William,  487.  Amer.  Philoeopliieal 
Sodety,  136.  Antes,  Fredterlok,  219. 
Armstrong,  Geo.  John,  81, 15!^  243, 
599,  636.  Armttrong,  WUHam,  34. 
Assembly,  280,  609,  625,  656,  685, 
687,  758.  Atlee,  CoL  Samnel  J., 
216,  241,  250,  805,  333,  335,  851, 
423,  487,  488,  469,  484,  524>  580. 


Atlee,  Judge  WilBam,  56, 134.  Andi- 
tors  of  soldiers'  aceonnttf,  762. 
Baily,  James,  890.    Baker,  Hilafy, 
Jr.,  720.    BaUiet,  Li.  CoL  StepiMD, 

564.  Bayard,  Hon.  J.,  247.  Bedfoid, 
Inhabitants  of,  749.  Blaiso,  Bpk- 
raim,  13,  260,  804,  478^  480.  494, 

565,  577,  608,  680,  646.  BlyOc, 
Bei^.,  96.  Board  of  War,  5,  8,  38, 
39,  43,  57,  74,  98,  110,  122, 133, 141, 
153,  159,  161,  166,  175.  181,  221, 
248,  269,  308,  343,  425,  432,  434, 
435,  496,  442,  458,  467,  471,  478, 
485,  498,  505,  566,  507,  568,  509, 
549,  552,  554,  573,  576,  5T9,  581^ 
581,  600,  601,  611,  6S2,  689,  723, 

727,  728,  739,  747.  Boyd,  OoL  A., 
12,  823.    Boys,  OapL  Hatkan,  231!, 

728.  Bradford,  Thamm,  97,  563. 
Bradford,  William,  Jr.,  621,  666^ 
726,  760,  760.  Brodtea<  Colonel 
Daniel,  22,  38,  106,  109,  UO,  146, 
149,  197,  210,  217,  246^  249,  306, 
878,  513,  515,  536,  558,  565^  588^ 
596,  640,  743,  766.  Bsll,  CoL  John, 
164.  BnUer,  CoL  Biehaid,  697, 
741.748.  Baeier,Lt  GoL  WiOlaB, 
747.  Bnasr.  CoL  Zebalon,  033. 
Campbell,  Thomas,  S6.  CosveD, 
Richard,  Go7.  N.  C,  lOL  ChalsBer 
and  White,  248.  Chamber^  CeL 
John,  320.  Cironlar  of  Ganpess, 
277.  Clarkson,  Matthew,  (aanhaO.) 
498,  500.  CUypoole,  Jattes,  117, 
821.  Clinton,  Got.  Q«orge^  132; 
179.  OInggage,  Msjor  Robert  27& 
Coats,  CoL  WiUiam,  43.  Coloaels 
of  Battalions,  IIL  Cc^ond  of  City 
Battalion,  309.  Commiasioaers  for 
prooadng  floar,  84.  Commisaieaers 
of  Philada.,  80.  Oommimioaen  of 
pnrohaaes,  277,  441,  720.  Com- 
missioners for  pmnhaaa  of  aal^  4, 
34,  28.  Commiastries  of  snpfiliea, 
387.  Commissionen  of  Taxes  of 
BeriES  ooantgr,  134, 133,  lS8w  Cos- 
missioners  of  Virginia,  91,  Con- 
mittoe  of  Assembly,  787, 758.  Oom- 
mlttee  of  Congress  at  Osasp,  266, 
398,  315,  355,  404.  Cengreas,  20, 
85,  87,  98,  99,  185,  142,  l«»,  303, 
203,  229,  268,  299,  325^  840,  34|, 
349,  375,  419,  429,  458,  517,  520, 
560,  583,  566,  666,  608,  635,  680, 
657,  762,  719,  722,  723,  744,  7frL 
Congress,  Committee  9i,  53,  23% 
381,  837,  338, 355, 356.  OonoUy,  Br. 
John,  104.  Cox,  OoL  John,  406. 
BaTis,  Dartd,  382,  458.  Bean,  Jo- 
seph, 712,  734.  Be  Oosay,  Meoa. 
E.,383,  416.  Delegates  in  Congivss, 
9,  47.  61,  160,  191,  351,  392,  AH, 
643,  703,  722,  745,  757.    Delegates 
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"  of  doanMtldat  In  Congreaf ,  111,  IIS, 
711.  Denny,  Dayid,  Ao.,  496. 
BeiUer,  D.  and  C,  300,  535,  697, 
711,  721.  DiekinsoD,  Gonl.  Phile. 
mon,  780.  Dos.  Andrew,  154,  413. 
Dnuie,  Jamea^  0S8^  059.  Du  Por- 
tail,  QenL,  37. 

Bokart.  YalenUne,  529.  Edwardi, 
GoL  Thomaa,  M7,  28S.  Blder, 
JoBha%  101.    EUfwortb,  Hon.  OH- 

-  Ttr,  S61.  Erwln,  Capt  Jotepb.  79. 
Bapj,  Darid,  102.  Byre,  Ki^or 
Beig.  e.,  144. 

'  Parmer,  Col.  Lewis,  52,  706.  Per- 
gn89n,  Elisabeth,  4.    Perris,  Owen, 

-  i29.  Plower,  CoL  De^).,  20.  Pranks, 
Darid  8.,  Oil,  017. 

Geddes,  €kpt,  49.  Gillespie,  Georfo, 

48L    Qorett,  Wn.,  A  Wm.  Geddes, 
'  78.    Greene,  GenL  Katbiaiel,  159, 

105,  381,  420,  476. 
■  Haff%  Henry,  704.    Hale,  Tliomas, 

112,    116.     HaU,    David,    and   H. 
•   Pifllier,   216.     Hatt,    Charles,    54, 

118,  194.    HaUer,  Henry,  83,  417« 

426»  480.    Hamilton,  WilHam,  590. 

Hand,  GenL  Bdward,  155,  184,  425. 

Bannnm,  CoL  John,  244,  824.   Har- 

-  mar.  Col.  Joseph,  188.  Hart,  John, 
760.  Hart,  Joseph,  820,  827,  350, 
508,  523,  717.  •  Hayes,  John,  Jr., 

.817.  Hasel wood,  John,  052.  Hasen, 
Col.  Moses,  *105,  045.  Heisler, 
Daniel,  Jr.,  097.  Henry,  CoL  Wm., 
30,  207,  309,  380,  428,  052,  007,  086, 
730,  754,  701.  Hewitt,  Thomas,  528. 
HRIegas,  Mlehael,  403,  492,  493. 
Hodgdon,  Samnel,  174, 740.  Hollter, 
Mons.,  P.  C,  11.  90,  94,  134,  147, 
148,  347,  360,  465,  300,  390,  402, 
545,  560,  562,  571, 760.  Hopkinson, 
Pranefs,  241,  245, 490,  607.  Hpwell, 
Jaoob  8.,  247.  Hubley,  Col.  Adam, 
512,  765.  Hvhley,  John,  83,  396, 
680.  HaflTnagle,  Mlehael,  509.  H«n* 
tor.  Cot.  Samuel,  29,  157,  106,  189, 
206,  869,  393, 507, 082,  717.  Hoston, 
Lt  W.,  153. 

Irrine,  GenL  James,  008,  064.  Ir- 
Tine,  GenL  Wm.,  103,  206,  226,  232, 
938,  246,  409,  611,  612,  570,  578, 
648.  Irwin,  Capt.  John,  771.  Lrwin, 
GoL  Samuel,  637.  Irwin,  Thomas, 
*o.,  187. 

JpolcBon,  David,  644.  Jefferson, 
Thomas,  Gov,  of  Virginia,  196,  041. 
Johnston,  Cot  Pranois,  410.  Jones, 
Hot.  David,  762.  Jones,  Thomas, 
Jr.,  303. 

Knoz,  GenL  'H.,  258,  849,  859, 
716.  Krieder,  Conrad,  486,  489. 
Kncher,  Christopher,  289,  824. 
Kahn,  Adam,  685. 
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Laeey,  GenL  John,  505,  808,  526. 
Lanetot,  Godftvy,  661.  Laae,  Wil- 
liam, 860.  Leary,  Denais,  531.  Lee, 
Mi^.  Henry,  Jr.,  56,  67,  467,  477, 
699.  Lee,  Thomas  Sim,  Gov.  af 
Maryland,  330,854,483,483.  Lewis, 
William,  231.  Lienteaants  of  eottn. 
ties^  72,  987,  464,  476, 519.  Living, 
ston,  Gov.  Wm.,  189,  874,  576,  624, 
686,636,648.  Loohrey,  CoL  Ai«h{. 
bald,  42,  77,  282,  290,  818,  406. 
Longhead,  James,  667*  L«ts, 
Hicholas,  201,  801,  818,  842,  857, 
867,  899,  417,  438,  474.  Laseive, 
Chevalier  de  la,  868, 448,  540,  542. 
614.  LyndermMd,  OoL  Miehael, 
880,  286.  Lyon,  Samuel,  480. 715. 
.  MoCalesMT,  CoL  Riebard,  16.  Mo- 
Oalla,  WilUam,  211,  661.  Moaean, 
Archibald,  14,  126,  144,  731,  745. 
MoClenachan,  Blair,  8.  McQmre, 
Matthew,  766.  McLane,  Caak  Allen, 
168.  MoLene,  James,  61.  MoKean, 
C.  J.  Thomas,  178,  234,  298,  881, 
403,  597,  049,  060,  054,  067.  M«i> 
Mallen,  WilUam,  282.  MoPherson, 
Msjor,  W.  6!7. 

Maolay,  WUUam,  156,  171.  Mana- 
gers  of  Hoose  of  Employment,  725, 
726.  MarsteUer,  CoL  PhUip,  61, 
166,  328,  361,  371,  888.  Mason, 
John,  873.  Massaebnsetts,  Conncil, 
632.  Matlack,  GoL  Timothy.  60. 
Melehor,  CoL  Isaao,  66.  MerenanU 
of  Pfailada.,  266,  806,  704.  MUes, 
CoL  SamneL  633,  000,  608,  618,  699, 
718,  719.  MiUer,  Rev.  Peter,  606. 
Miralles,  Don  Jnan  de,  174.  Minis- 
ter of  Pranoe,  614,  628.  Mitehell, 
John,  186,  884,  600,  601,  716. 
Montgome^,  Rev.  Joseph,  170. 
Morgan,  Lt  Jacob,  178.  Morgan, 
CoL  Jacob,  288,  844,  869,  449,  644. 
Morris,  Robert,  371.  Morris,  Capt. 
Bamael,  310,  699.  Morris,  Samuel, 
Jan'r,  308.  Morris,  Samael,  (Reg.) 
128.  Moylan,  CoL  Stephen,  183. 
Mnhlenberg,  P.  A.,  123.  y 
Navy  Board,  846,  543,  Kieholson, 
John,  73.  Kieola,  CoL  Lewis,  12, 
77,  96,  100,  108, 181,  262,  316,  358, 
863,  376,  878,  391,  416,  411,  460, 
510,  516,  724. 

Officers  of  land  oilce,  807.  Ostir, 
Mons.  (P.  C.)  604.  Officers  of  mili- 
tia, 266. 

Paine,  Thomas,  11,  116.  Peale, 
Charles  Wilson,  31 9,  Penei,  P.  167. 
Pettit,  Charles,  104;  197,  211,  224, 
842,  406,  614.  PfaUadelphia  Library 
Co.,  183.  Physio,  Bdmnnd,  11.). 
Pickering,  CoL  Timothy,  499,  604. 
Piper,  Col.  John,  284, 197,  803,  319, 
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Bvnaam  Exacunrs  CoimQiu 
Z49,  488t  530.    Potter,  Gen.  Jamtf, 

.  485,  Ml,  689,  710.  Powell,  J«remUh 

.  ^cg.  of  Mtts  Bay,  254*  Pnsidentfl, 
ot  Comaon,  PIom,  102, 658.    Proo- 

.  tor»  €oL  Joha»  217»  284.  Proetor, 
ThomMvYlO.  ProthonotMiei,  of  Co. 
58»    ParehM«r%  of  flour,  3    Pwri- 

.  ABo^  8amiMl»  Jr.  644. 
]Ua».Lt  SftouMl,  221, 222,  227,  259, 
286,  888,  569,  64^  688,  729.    Bold, 
M^or,  Jmios,  44.    Rejmoldt,  Jokn, 
690..  Bioo,  Pfttriok,  38.  Bieho^  Mrs. 

.  Ama«»  14L    Risborg,  Qnstaviu,  290. 

.  Rlttiealio«M»  David,  667,662.  Bob- 
•rdoM,  aea.  Boakl,  5.  Robortt, 
John,  296.  Boda^,  Got.  of  Dola- 
vare,  10.  Bovaa,  WUliaa,  (Siioriir,) 

.  28.    Byaa,  M iohad,  871*  582,  657. 

8t  Clair,  Qtn.  Aribnr,  168,  374, 807, 
615»  537,  701,  721.  723.  Bchott, 
Cap.  John  Paal,  24.  Scott,  Hon. 
Thomas,  68,  713.  Scott,  CoU  Wil- 
lUm,  365,  379,  382,  444,  524,   580, 

'  623.  Boall,  Sdward,  655.  Scmll, 
William,  94.  Searls,  James,  514. 
Sargeaat,  Jonathan,  Bu  395,  498, 
613.  SMppen,  Josepli,  Jr.  200.  Smith, 

'  CoL  Abmu  443,  491,  522.  Smith, 
CoL  Georga,  52.  Smith,  CoL  Mat- 
thew, 23,  249,  417,  518,  706.  Smith, 
Biohard,  740.  Smith,  Lt  Robert, 
445,  535.  Smith,  XKomas,  113. 
Stenbea,  Baron,  270.  Stevenson, 
Georce,  50,  107,  141.  Stewart, 
Charlesr  699.  StUes,  Joieph,  189, 
Strond,  CoL  Jacob,  9,  176,  188. 
Swaina,  Francis,  34,  76,  lit,  428, 
431,  433.  Treasorers,  of  Coon  ties, 
58.  .Treasmry  U.  S.  9^  185. 
UniTorsity,  of  Penxisylrania,  246. 
VanCampen,  Jon.  222.  Vanken^p, 
John,  55  !• 

Wade,  Francis,  274.  Wadsworth, 
Jereniiah,  205.  Wagon  Masters, 
447.  Wain,  Kic])olas,  100.  Wash- 
iogUm,  GenL  George,  35,  36,  43,  48, 
54.70,  74,  76, 116, 128, 145, 155, 161, 
180,  193,  314,  240,  267,  202,  314, 
332,  339,  361,  377,  479,  474,  482, 
486.  525,  534,  535,  577,  599,  684. 
Waits,  Col.  Frederick,  558.  Wayne, 
GenL  Anthoa/»  450,  451,  587,  593. 
Weltner:  OoL  Land,  161,  233,  341. 
Welt,  William,  Jr.,  631.  Westmosc 
land  reprasenlatiyes,  709.  Wharton, 
Jame^  766.  Wilkinson,  James,  C. 
G.,  269.  Will,  Col.  WillUm,  638. 
WiUet,  Angastin,  305.  Williams, 
Bensiller^  63.  Wirtx,  Christian,  187, 
192,  804,  310,  328,  398,  575,  602, 
653,668.    WiUnai^  Adsm,  129,  264, 


393,742.  Wyn]Baop^Hou3r,ttl,l». 

Ziegler,  CapL  Darid,  59, 469. 

Swaine,  Francis,  lettecs  to  and  from, 
34,78^117.  Tried  and  eoavietod  by 
ConrtMarUal,  897,  429,  431,  431. 

Swaariogen,  Cb^  210,  559, 


T, 

Taxes  on  Und»  54,  61*  124»  12S,  U^ 

13^  138,  185,  303^  SOS. 
Temple,  Lieut.  CoL,  653. 
Tents  wanted  for  Sonthoim  Axsbj,  U5. 
Thomson,  Charles,  550. 
Thompsoni  John,  oxpeditiaa  is  Intfaa 

towns,  413. 
Tinionm  Island,  a  part  of  tka  aatata  ef 

Joseph  Galloway,  208. 
Tories,  84«  107,  126, 127, 129^  17^^251^ 

282. 
Tory  pi^rs,  list  o^  so&t  Got.  %•  J., 

625,  707. 
Treasnrar,  U.  S.,  tax  of  BannsjlYaniB, 

185. 
Treasurers,  Connty,  58. 
Treasury,  state  of  the,  58,  92. 
Trenton,  troops  at,  523. 
Trophies,  military,  to  bo  ooQaated,  99. 

V. 

United  States  of  America,  the  confed- 
eration completed  by  Maryland 
signing  the  articles,  749,  75L 

Xlnirersity  of  Pennsylvania,  lews  of 
College,  246.  Shippaa's  snitimiirsl 
lectures  at,  643. 

▼. 

Van  Campen,  John,  inenraions  of  In- 
diaas,  202,  551,  683. 

Vanderen,  John,  Jr.,  wheat  and  floar 
in  Delaware,  594. 

Van  Ettan,  Cspt  John,  enoonniers  In- 
dian^ 203,  321, 

Tan  Har,  Capt,  539. 

Vermont  and  New  Toift^  aontraTangr 
between,  89. 

Virginia,  boundary  between,  and  Pean- 
syUania,  46,  56, 63,  91, 191,  285»  352, 
488,  516, 570,  583. 641,  713,  744»  746. 
Intrusions  by,  191.  Lottar  Ima 
Go7.  JelTerson  on,  196^  641.  Suit 
against  CoL  Brodhead  by,  202.  Con- 
cress  sustain  him,  195^  202.    Boeo- 

'  uition  of  General  Asaambfy  o^  ra- 
specting  agreement  and  boundary 
between,  and  PennsylTania,  352, 570. 
Commissioners,  353.  Looked  to  for 
prorisions,  471.  Conirms  line  run 
in  1779,  Ac,  488,  516,  679,  583,  «41, 
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Y18,  ^44,  US.  Obtaining  more  terri- 
tory,  707.  Cohyention  prisonen  to 
bo  moTod  from,  to  Pennsylrania,  763. 


Wade,  FraDcif— onomT's  boati  in  Del., 
274. 

Wadswortb,  Gen.  Jeremiah,  aaks  eopj 
of  a  letter  reipeeting  floar,  205. 

Wajcons,  84,  919,  828,  330,  851,  800, 
400,  415, 410,  417, 430,  435, 482, 489, 
504,  544,  705. 

Wall,  George — ^respeoting  toriei,  178. 

Wain,  Nicholae,  letter  to,  on  oppreesiTO 
execution  of  laws,  101. 

Warrant  for  lale  of  a  eargo,  401. 

Washington,  Gen.  Geo.,  lettera  to  and 
from,  35,  36,  48,  48,  54,  70,  74,  75, 
128,  145, 154,  108,  180, 103, 240, 287, 
832, 338,  330, 348,  356, 869,  373,  375, 
412, 470,  474, 482,  486,  525,  577,  598, 
682,  686.  Memorial  of  Col.  Hasen 
to,  17.  Remarks  on,  116,  155.  Cir- 
enlar  respecting  rapplies,  145.  Ap- 
points places  of  deposit  for  proyisions, 
180.  Respecting  Magasines,  108. 
Army,  267.  Opinion  of  militia,  268. 
State  Militia,  call  for,  292.  Pros- 
peots,  312.  Militia,  314.  Army  in 
danger,  314.  Reduction  of  Charles- 
town,  316.  Write*  alarming  letters 
about  enemy,  333,  336,  837."  Expects 
Prench  fleet — calls  for  troops,  838. 
Arriyal  of  Admiral  Arbuthnot  at  N. 
Y.,  339.  Wagons,  351,  356.  Dis- 
tress  for  proyisions  and  men,  355. 
Enemy  marching  to  Morristown,  356. 
Enemy  leayes  N.  J.,  861.  Commends 
the  patriotic  spirit  of  the  ladies  of 
Phila.,  36 1.  Militia  unnecessary,  377. 
Want  of  forage,  404.  French  fleet 
between  Virginia  and  Delaware— our 
troops  not  ready,  414.  His  situation, 
417.  Calls  German  Battalion  from 
Sanbnry,  474, 486.  In  want  of  proyi- 
sions, 525,  577,  719.  Reduces  Regi- 
monts,  595.  Respecting  seyeral  spies, 
'*S^98.  On  Wyoming,  682.  To  post 
garrison  at  Wyoming,  717. 

Washnash,  a  noted  Indian  warrior,  159. 

Water  Gap,  meeting  of  tories  at,  at- 
tacked  by  Copt  Bond,  of  N.  J.,  259. 

Watto,  Frederick,  558. 

Wayne,  General  Anthony,  223, 450, 587, 
681,  737;  attack  on  Bergen,  450; 
orders  o^  451 ;  inyited  by  La  Fay- 
ette to  dinner,  587;  expedient  to 
make  soldiers  comfortable,  593; 
return  of  Artillery  under  him,  647. 
Weayer,  Copt  Wendle,  288. 
Weitaell,  John,  602. 


Well,  Col.,  111. 

Weltner,  CoL  Lund,  40,  42,  57,  62, 158, 
161,  166,  171,  206,  il4,  238,  270, 
341,  369,  377. 

West,  William,  jr.,  681,  639. 

West  Brook,  Capt,  do.,  202.    - 

West  Brook^  Major,  attacks  Indians, 
203. 

West  Florida,  continental  slodp,  846. 

Westmoreland  Co.,>condition,  dwing  to 
boundary  question  with  Virginia,  47; 
Col.  Lochry,  Lieut  of,  109 ;  Colonel 
Brodhead,  Ac,  198,  250 ;  new  State 
proposed,  280 ;  Lieut  of,  290  ;  troops 
sent  to— alarms  from  Indians,  408, 
766 ;  Letter  Representatiyes  of,  709. 

West  Point  in  danger,  339;  flour  for, 
849. 

Wharton,  Pros.  Thos.,  portrait  of,  319. 

Wheat,  cheaper  than  flour,  363. 

WiandoU,  Indians,  159. 

Wilkinson,  James,  C.  G.,  269* 

WUl,  CoL  WilUam,  638. 

Wlllett,  Augustin,  305. 

Williams,  Benseller,  63. 

Wilson,  James,  on  cutting  masts  for 
French  fleet  on  Schuylkill,  541,  642. 

Wlrti,  Christian,  respecting  purchase 
of  horses,  Ac,  187,  192,  804,  310, 
328,  398,  674,  602,  653,  668. 

Witman,  Adam,  Taxes,  129,  264,  303; 
classing  inhabitants  of  Berks  Co.,  742. 

Wyandot  Indians,  murders  by,  513. 

Wynkoop,  Henry,  557,  572. 

Wyoming,  letters  to  delegates  from 
Connecticut  respecting  lands.  111  ; 
Indians  take  prisoners,  157,171, 189; 
Indians  A  tories,  528 ;  CoL  Z.  Butler, 
600,  601,  611,  633;  reasons  for  stop- 
ping proyisions  destined  for,  611, 
632,  633,  682;  Indian  operations, 
692 ;  act  of  Congress  for  relief  of, 
649,  657,  717. 


York  county— malpractice  in  staiT  de- 
partment, 141 ;  prisoners  escape  firom 
gaol,  178 ;  yolnnteers  to  be  xaised, 
413;  militia  of,  524;  claim  to  the 
<<Town  Land,"732;  recommendation 
respecting)  746;  British  conyen- 
tion  prisoners  to  be  remoyed  from 
Maryland  and  Virginia  to,  753. 


Zeisberger,  Dayid,  letter  respecting 
Indians,  159;  missionary,  211. 

Ziegler,  Capt  Dayid,  59,  209. 

Zuber,  Dayid,  recommended  for  a  par- 
don, 331. 
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